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State  Library,  Albany,  A".  Y.}  June  17,  1907 

Hon.  Andrew  S.  Draper 

Commissioner  of  Education 

Dear  sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  and  recom- 
mend for  publication  the  Van  Rensselaer  Bozuier  Manuscripts  which 
have  been  translated  by,  or  under  the  direction  of,  Air  van  Laer, 
Archivist  of  the  State  Library,  who  has  edited  the  entire  work. 

These  manuscripts  are  of  great  importance  in  connection  with  the 
early  history  of  the  Dutch  colonies  in  New  York  State  and  especially 
cf  Albany  and  vicinity.  Their  publication  in  translation  should  be 
of  interest  not  only  to  historical  students  generally  but  also  to  every 
native  New  Yorker  who  has  any  curiosity  concerning  the  historic 
origins  of  the  State. 

Very  respectfully 

Edwin  H.  Andersox 

Director 

State  of  New  York 
Education  Department 

commissioner's  room 

These  documents  constitute  very  satisfactory  primary  evidence 
of  many  of  the  doing's  of  the  Dutch  authorities;  of  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer,  the  patroon,  and  of  the  settlers  of  the  Hudson  river  val- 
ley, particularly  that  part  in  the  neighborhood  of  Albany,  in  the 
thirty  years  following  the  beginning  of  the  year  1629.  Their  par- 
ticular value  is  not  in  the  fact  that  they  tell  us  what  the  history 
writers  think  the  first  settlers  of  our  State  did,  but  in  the  fact  that 
the  chief  actor,  the  man  who  dealt  with  the  first  settlers,  tells  us 
about  the  everyday  matters  which  the  bookmakers  have  not  thought 
of  sufficient  public  interest  to  search  out  and  print.  The  original 
documents  were  found  in  Holland.  There  is  no  lack  of  both  ex- 
ternal and  internal  evidence  of  authenticity  and  the  fact  that  they 
have  been  translated  and  arranged  by.  or  under  the  personal  direc- 
tion of,  Mr  Arnold  J.  F.  van  Laer,  the  Archivist  of  the  State 
Library,  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  of  their  accuracy  as  here  pre- 
sented. The  State  of  New  York  can  well  afford  to  publish  such  a 
collection  of  Interesting  historical  documents.  A  happy  incident 
connected  therewith  appears  in  the  fact  that  the  committee  of  the 
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Board  of  Regents  who  arranged  with  the  owners  of  these  papers 
for  their  publication  was  composed  of  two  direct  descendants  of 
early  settlers  of  the  regime  concerned,  viz,  Dr  Albert  Vander  Veer 
and  Mr  Robert  C.  Pruyn,  now  much  respected  residents  of  the 
city*' of  Albany.  Publication  at  a  time  when  elaborate  preparations 
are  being  made  for  celebrating  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  or 
the  discovery  of  the  Hudson  river  is  both  opportune  and  timely. 


Commissioner  of  Education 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  June  21,  1907 
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"     12    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornelis  Melyn   419 

Petition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  het  Wapen  van  Noor- 
wegen to  lighten  the  ship   419 

May  or 

June         Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Joost  van  Sandwech   420 

Aug.  14    Willem  Kieft  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer   421 

Sept.  14    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jonkheer  Gerrit  van  Arnhem..  .  .  424 

1639 

Mar.    2    See  entry  for  Oct.  1,  1650. 
"     31    Ordinance  of  Director  and  Council  of  New  Netherland,  pro- 
hibiting the  sale  of  firearms  to  Indians  and  requiring 
vessels  sailing  to  or  from  Fort  Orange,  the  South  River 

or  Fort  Hope,  to  obtain  a  permit   426 

Apr.    8    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Tous?aint  Muyssart   427 

May  12     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft   427 

"      12     Commission  to  Arent  van  Curler  as  secretary  and  book- 
keeper of  the  colon)-  of  Rensselaersv  yck   433 

"    12    Commission  to  Cornelis  Teunisz  van  Breuckelen  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  patroon   435 

"    12    Commission  to  Pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munnickcndam  as  re- 

r                 ceiver  of  tithes  and  supercargo  of  the  vessel.   436 

"     12    Permit  to  Maurits  Jansz  wan  Broeckhuvsen  to  settle  as 

farmer  on  de  Laets  Burg   437 

"    13    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   43S 

"     13    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munnickcn- 
dam   443 

"     13     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Albert  Andriesz   446 

u    13    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  t<»  Jacob  Wolfertsz  >  •     44 S 

"     13    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Ulrich  Lupoltt   44<> 

June  ir     Kiliaen  van Rensselaer  to  Totissaint  Muyssart   4. 19 

11  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  t<>  Matt  hi  is  Muller  (heading  only).  .  450 
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Aug.    3     Ordinance  of  the  patropn  concerning  the  sale  and  export  of 

furs,  grain,  etc.   450 

4  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   452 

"      4    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft   456 

"      4    Instructions  to  Oornelis  Teunisz  van  Breuckelen  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  patroon   459 

Extract  of  same  »   702 

Oct.  29  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jonkheer  Gerrit  van  Arnhem..  .  .  463 
Nov.         Memorandum  of  matters  for  cousin  de  Casembroot  to  bring 

to  the  attention  of  Secretary  Musch   466 

Dec.    9     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Alberts/  Planck   467 

1640 

May    3    Kiliaen  v*ui  Rensselaer  to  Totissaint  Muyssart   467 

7     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Totissaint  Muyssart   46S 

14    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   471 

"    25     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft  172 

"    29    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft  {. 73 

"    30    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   4S5 

30  Order  ot  Wouter  van  Twiller  to  Aert  Willemsz   4qc 

June  16    Instructions  to  Arent  van  Curler  as  secretary  and  book- 
keeper of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck   490 

"    25     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornells  Teunisz  van  Breuckelen.  495 
25    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munnicken- 

dam .  19  7 

25    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Michiel  Jansz  van  Scrabbekercke.  499 

25    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Albert  Andriesz   50c 

25  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Reyer  StotTelsz   502 

"     25     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Maurits  Jansz  van  Broeckhuy- 

sen   503 

26  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jan  Cornelisz   504 

July     2     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Albert  Andriesz   506 

2     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   50S 

"  .  19    Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  prohibiting 

storing  grain  and  tobacco  without  inspection   515 

Sept.  10     Memorandum  of  papers  sent  to  the  colony  in  the  care  of 

Crijn  Cornelisz  van  Ilouten   515 

10     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Johannes  de  Laet   5  1  0 

Oct.   25     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  of 

the  West  India  Company   51  S 

1641 

Jan.  25     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   520 

29     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jonkheer  Gerrit  van  Arnhem.  .  .  524 

31  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   527 

Feb.     4     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  fohanr.es  de  Laet   52S 

5  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart  >  .  .  .  .  535 

5     Resolution  of  the  {State's  General  empowering  Kiliaen  van 

Rensselaer  to  dispose  of  his  fief  of  Rcnssekierswyek  by 

will   53" 
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Feb.    5  Letters  patent  empowering  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  dis- 
pose of  his  fief  of  Rensselaerswyck  by  will   5.37 

"      8  Johannes  de  Laet  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer   539 

"    21  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Louis  Saulmon   543 

Mar.  25  Kiliaen  von  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   543 

Apr.  20  Kiliaen  ran  Rensselaer  to  Will  em  van  Galen   545 

20  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   545 

May    4  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Adriaen  van  der  Donck   547 

13  Commission  to  Adriaen  van  der  Donck  as  officer  (extract)  .  .  703 

14.  Instructions  to  Adriaen  van  der  Donck  as  officer  (extract).  .  703 

"    14  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft   548 

"     14  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   549 

"    14  Order  of  Wputer  van  Twiller  to  Aert  Willem  sz   552 

June    6  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   552 

"     18  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   554 

"     iS  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornelis  van  der  Donck   554 

July  10  Order  of  the  West  India  Company  to  Job  Arisz,  skipper  of 
den  Coninck  David  to  transport  Antony  de  Hooges,  Jan 

Verbeck  and  family,  and  others   555 

u     17  Instructions  to  Antony  de  Hooges  (extract)   704 

"    18  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   556 

"    iS  Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  prohibiting 

sale  of  firearms  and  ammunition  to  the  Indians   565 

"    19  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft   566 

"    23  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Adriaen  van  der  Donck   571 

"     27  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   572 

Aug.    1  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornelis  van  der  Donck   573 

"    12  Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  regulating  trade  573 

Sept.  21  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornelis  van  der  Donck   574 

"     29  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft.   575 

"    29  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   576 

Oct.     S  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft   57S 

9  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  wan  Galen   579 

Nov.  29  Journal  of  Antony  de  Hooges  on  his  voyage  to  New  Nether- 
land  in  den  Coninck  David,  July  30-Nov.  29,  1641   5S0 

Dec.  10  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornelis  van  der  Donck   603 

t 

1642 

Feb.     1  Contract  with  Abraham  Staas,  surgeon  (extract)   678 

12  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Johannes  Megapolensis   604 

Apr.     6  Contract  between  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer  and  Johannes 

Megapolensis  .-.   606 

May  14  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornelis  van  der  Donck   60S 

June    3  Memoranda  from  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  for  Johannes  Mega- 
polensis  609 

5  Contract  with  Evert  Pels,  brewer  (extract)   079 

8  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Antony  de  Hooges   620 

8  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft   621 
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Sept.  11     Wilkin  Kieft  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer   623 

Oct.  to  Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  prohibiting 
freemen  and  private  traders  from  coming  with  their  ves- 
sels within  the  limits  of  the  colony   626 

18  Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  prohibiting 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  from  trading  with  the  "  resi- 
dents "  without  special  consent   627 

l643 

Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  prohibiting 
export  of  goods  without  special  consent  and  forbidding 
people  who  come  to  live  or  hunt  in  the  colony  from  leaving 

without  making  a  contract   628 

Jan.  12    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Hendrick  Willemsz   629 

T2    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  tc  Johannes  Megapolensis  of  Coe- 

dijek   629 

Mar.    0    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Adriaen  van  der  Donck  .  .......  630 

13    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Johannes  Megapolensis   643 

"    16    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  OlofT  Stevensz   655 

16    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft   656 

16    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler   658 

"     iS    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Antony  de  Hooges   .  669 

July    q    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   670 

iS    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   67  r 

"    22    Sons  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jan  Bastiaensz   672 

22     Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Johannes  Megapolensis  of  Coe- 

dijek   672 

"    22    Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart   673 

Aug.    6    Kihaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart.    673 

25  Contract  with  Cornelis  Segersz  van  Voorhout  (extract).  .  .  .  679 
"    25    Extracts  from  agreements  and  contracts  between  Kiliaen 

van  Rensselaer  and  his  colonists,  Jan.  12,  163 1— Aug.  25, 

1643   674 

26  Commission  to  Nioolaes  Coorn  as  commander  and  commis  on 

Rensselaers  Stcyn  and  to  Jan  Dircksz  van  Bremen  as 

skipper  of  the  vessel   680 

Extract  of  same   704 

Sept.  2  Placard  warning  private  traders  not  to  sail  into  the  colony 
vand  setting  forth  new  trade  regulations  in  connection 

with  the  staph-  right  of  Rensselaers  Steyn   6S2 

5    Redress  of  the  abuses  and  faults  in  the  colony  of  Rensse- 
laerswyck  6S6 

S    Notice  to  be  served  on  private  traders  who  contrary  to  the 

patroon's  orders  sail  into  the  colony   697 

Extract  of  same   705 

8    Extracts  from  Instructions  and  commissions  issued  by  Kili- 
aen van  Rensselaer.  Jan.  12.  1630-Sept.  S,  1643   699 

10    Account  of  ammunition  for  Rensselaers  Steyn   70 


14 


NEW  YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 


1643  PAGE 

Sept.  16    Proper  remedy  against  the  abuse  of  outstanding  accounts 

in  the  colony  of  Renssclaerswyck   7oy 

1644 

Aug.    9    Account  of  grain  delivered  by  Teunis  Dircksz  van  Vechten 

to  the  West  India  Company   715 

13  Sentence  of  banishment  pronounced  on  Adriaen  Wiliemsz..  71; 
31     Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Reassela<_rswyck  regulating  the 

picking  of  hops  '   7i6 

Dec.  26    Ledger  of  the  i-ccounts  of  the  ship  net  Wapen  van  Rensse- 

laerswycK,  Oct.  -'c-Dec.  26,  1641   717 

1645 

May    S    Ordinance  concerning  the  fur  trade  issued  by  the  officers 
at  Fort  Orange  in  conjunction  with  the  court  of  the 

colony  of  Rensselaerswyck   722 

1647  ' 

Aug.    4    Johannes  de  Laet  ond  Samuel  Biommaert  to  Albert  Coen- 

raets  Burgh,  with  reply   724 

1648 

Nov.  20    Resolution  of  the  States  General  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 

Biommaert  and  others   725 

1649 

Apr.  26     Resolution  of  the  States  General  in  the  matter  of  Johannes 

van  Rensselaer  and  others   725 

May  31     Reply  of  Samuel  Biommaert  and  Johannes  dc  Laet  to  the 

States  General   726 

June    4    Resolution  of  the  States  General  in  the  matter  of  Johannes 

Van  Rensselaer  and  others  ,   729 

July  3  States  General  to  Jan  van  Wely  and  Wouter  van  Twiller.  .  720 
Nov.    5     Resolution  of  the  States  General  on  a  petition  of  Samuel 

Biommaert  and  Johannes  de  Laet   730 

1650 

Mar.  26    Sentence  of  Clacs  Andriesz   731 

Aug.  25     Lease  of  land  at  the  south  end  of  Greenbush  to  Cornelis 

Hendricksz  van  Nes   762 

1651 

Inventory  of  animals  in  the  colony  sent  over  by  Jan  Baptist 

van  Rensselaer  ,   732 

,  Memorandum  of  farms  in  the  colony   740 

1652 

Aug.  28     Renewal  of  lease  of  farm  to  Cornelis  Teunisz  van  Breuckelen 

(Cornelis  Anthonisz  van  Schlick)  and  Jean  Labatie.  ...  752 
S'ivt.  14    Renewal  of  lease  of  farm  on  Papscanee  Island  to  Claes  Cor- 

nelisz  van  Voorhout   767 

"    29    Lease  of  Castle  Island  to  Cornelis  Segersz  van  Voorhout..  777 

T653 

Feb.  1 5     Renewal  of  lea'se  of  island  opposite  Bethlehem  to  Jan 

Reyersz  van  llouten   771 

May.    1     Renewal  of  lease  of  farm  and  wafer  power  to  Evert  Pels.  .  759 
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May  29    Rill  of  lading  for  three  parcels  of  furs  shipped  from  New 

Amsterdam  by  Jan  Baptist  van  Rensselaer  in  de  Elbinck.  743 

Nov.  8  Petition  of  Anna  van  Welv  and  others  for  appraisal  of 
houses  and  lots  in  Amsterdam  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
the  late  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  with  appraisers'  report.  .  744 

1654 

Jan.  29  Offer  of  lease  of  grist  and  sawmills  on  the  fifth  creek  to  the 
-Feb.   2        highest  bidder  and  memorandum  that  U  has  been  granted 

to  Jacob  Jansz  Flodder   746 

Mar.    7     Lease  of  farm  north  of  the  fifth  creek  to  Johan  de  Hulter.  .  751 

May     1     Lease  of  farm  in  Greenbush  to  Aert  Jacobsz   763 

June    2    Agreement  about  changes  in  above  lease  of  Jacob  Jansz 

Flodder    748 

"    23    Renewal  of  the  lease  of  farm  called  de  Hoogeberch  to  Gijs- 

bert  Cornelisz  van  Breuckelen   769 

July  20    Lease  of  farm  west  of  the  creek  of  Castle  Island  to  Jean 

Labatie  »-:.   775 

Nov.  iS    Lease  of  farm  between  the  two  creeks  to  Jan  Barentsz 

Wemp   755 

Dec.  14    Lease  of  water  power  of  the  upper  mill  on  the  fifth  creek  to 

Barent  Pietersz  and  Tennis  Cornelisz  van  Spitsbergen.  .  749 

1655 

Mar.    1     Transfer  of  lease  of  maize  land  from  Abraham  Stevensz  to 

Barent  Pietersz  and  extension  of  the  lease   749 

Apr.  10    Transfer  of  lease  of  farm  from  Pieter  Winne  to  Eldert 

Gerbertsz  Cruyf   772 

1656 

Aug.    3     Permission  to  Barent  Pietersz  and  Tennis  Cornelisz  van 

Spitsbergen  to  erect  another  sawmill  on  the  fifth  creek.  .  750 

Sept.  30  Lease  of  water  power  on  the  mill  creek  south  of  the  farm 
occupied  by  Jan  Barentsz  Wemp  to  Abraham  Pietersz 
Vosburgh  and  Mans  Jansz  van  Rotterdam  .   754 

1657 

Mar.  29    Settlement  of  accounts,  1638-57,  of  the  patroon  and  Tennis 

Dircksz  van  Vechten   766 

Apr.  2S     Lease  of  horses  to  Thomas  Iliggins,  called  Compeer   7  So 

Mav     1     Renewed  of  lease  of  farm  south  of  Greenbush  to  Tennis 

Dircksz  van  Vechten   764 

1658 

May     1     Lease  of  land  on  island  opposite  Beverwyck  to  Arent  An- 

driesz   758 

fulv  12     Agreement  of  the  council  of  Rensselaerswyck  to  pay  tithes 

to  the  West  India  Company  '.   7S1 

Sept.  10  Adjustment  of  fire  losses  on  farm  of  Aert  Jacobsz  at  Beth- 
lehem  774 

t  i  Agreement  about  lease  of  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  opposite  den  sack,  to  Goossen  Gerritsz  and 
Thomas  Jansz   758 
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n.  d.         Memorandum  that  the  water  power  opposite  Bethlehem  is 

not  leased   770 

n.  d.  Memorandum  that  Jan  Ilelmsz  has  not  renewed  his  lease.  .  772 
n.  d.         Memorandum  that  Eldert  Gerbertsz  has  not  renewed  his 

sawmill  lease   772 

n.  d.  Memorandum  of  farm  of  Cornell's  Cornelisz  van  Voorhout.  .  775 
n.  d.         Memorandum  that  Albert  Andriesz  has  not  renewed,  his 

lease   775 

Sept.  11    Extracts  from  leases  of  farms,  sawmills,  etc.  1650-58....  746 

1650 

Oct.     6    Sibout  Kiewert'to  notary  in  Holland   783 

1662 

June  28    See  entry  for  May  15,  1-671, 
1663 


Oct.  26  Petition  of  the  schout,  burgomaster  and  sehepens  of  New 
Amsterdam  to  the  Director  and  Council  of  New  Nether- 
land  for  the  convocation  of  delegates  from  the  several 
towns  to  consider  the  state  of  the  province;  with  the 


resolution  on  the  same   784 

Nov.    3    Delegates  to  the  convention  at  New  Amsterdam  to  Jan 

Baptist  van  Rensselaer  and  Johannes  Pietersz  van  Brugh  7S5 
"       3    Delegates  to  the  convention  at  New  Amsterdam  to  the 

Chamber  of  Amsterdam  of  the  West  India  Company.  .  .  7S7 
"     10    List  of  papers  sent  to  Jan  Baptist  van  Rensselaer  and 

Johannes  Pietersz  van  Brugh  in  the  name  of  the  delegates 

to  the  convention  at  New  Amsterdam   7S8 

"     10    Burgomaster  and  sehepens  of  New  Amsterdam  to  Jan 

Baptist  van  Rensselaer  and  Johannes  Pietersz  van  Brugh.  7S9 

1665 

Apr.  28    Insurance  policy  on  the  ship  het  Gekruijste  Hart  and  lading.  790 
1671 

May  15    Jan  Hendricksz  van  Gunst  to  B.  Coornhart,  notary  at 

Amsterdam   792 

15     Power  of  attorney  from  Jan  Hendricksz  van  Gunst  to  B. 
Coornhart,  to  collect  money  from  Aeltje  Marchal  and 

others   793 

15    Note  of  hand,  dated  June  2S,  1662,  of  Aeltje  Marchal  to 

Jan  Hendricksz  van  Gunst   795 

July    6    Accounts  and  invoice  of  the  ship  de  Witte  Kloodt   795 

1696 

Dec.  30    Brant  Schuyler  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer   S03 

List  of  settlers  of  the  colony  of  Rens-elaerswyck,  1630-5S.  .  805 
Former  Dutch  coins,    weights  and    measures  and  their 

equivalents   847 

Index,   .   851 
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VAN  RENSSELAER  BOWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 

TRANSLATED  AND  EDITED  BY 
A.  J.  F.  van  Laer,  Archivist 

INTRODUCTION 

The  present  work  contains  translations  of  a  collection  of  manu- 
scripts which  on  examination  will  prove  one  of  the  most  valuable 
sources  of  information  for  the  history  of  early  Dutch  settlement  in 
the  state  of  New  York.  The  collection  comprises  a  great  variety 
of  papers,  including  journals  of  voyages,  deeds,  leases,  contracts, 
accounts  and  inventories  of  cattle  ;  but  the  most  important  item  is 
a  volume  containing  copies  of  letters,  memorials  and  instructions 
written  between  the  years  1630  and  1643  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer, 
the  founder  of  the  colony  of  Rensselacrswyck,  to  his  colonists,  to 
officials  of  the  W  est  India  Company,  to  his  copartners  and  to  the 
States  General.  Nearly  all  the  papers  relate  primarily  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  the  early  development  of  the  colony  of  Rensselacrs- 
wyck, but  incidentally  they  touch  on  many  matters  relating  to  settle- 
ment in  other  parts  of  the  province  of  New  Nethcrland  as  well. 

History  of  the  manuscripts.  The  papers  have  been  handed 
down  in  the  Holland  branch  of  the  van  Rensselaer  family  and  are 
at  present  owned  by  Jonkheer  II.  J.  J.  van  Rensselaer  Bowier  and 
Jonkhcer  M.  \Y.  M.  M.  van  Rensselaer  Bowier,  the  surviving  sons 
of  the  kite  Vice  Admiral  van  Rensselaer  Bowier,  who  inherited  the 
papers  from  ins  mother,  Sara  van  Rensselaer,  the  last  of  the  name 
in  Holland. 

The  first  person  to  use  the  papers  for  historical  purposes  was 
Mr  Nicolaas  de  Roever,  late  archivist  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  to 
whose  prolific  pen  and  keen  interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  17th 
century  Dutch  history  so  many  valuable  articles  are  due.  Mr  de 
Roever  learned  of  the  existence  of  the  papers  in  18SS  and  in  1890 
published  in  Oud  Holland,  a  periodical  devoted  to  the  history  of 
Dutch  art,  literature  and  industry  of  which  he  was  the  editor,  a  few 
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of  the  most  important  documents,  as  appendixes  to  two  articles  on 
Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer  cn  zijnc  kolonic  Rensselacrswijck,  which  in 
narrative  form  give  a  summary  of  the  contents  of  the  papers  up  to 
1 64 1.  Other  articles  were  to  follow,  hut  owing  to  Air  dc  Roever's 
death  were  not  written.  The  articles  appear  to  have  attracted  at- 
tention-in  this  country  about  1896.  They  contained  much  that  was 
either  new  or  at  variance  with  Long"  accepted  notions  as  to  events 
in  the  early  days  of  the  colony  and  hence  aroused  curiosity  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  collection  and  the  nature  of  the  material  which 
remained  unpublished.  In  1902,  Miss  Ruth  Putnam  made  a  special 
trip  to  Holland  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  on  her  return  gave 
an  account  of  her  experiences  in  the  November  number  of  the 
Bibliographer.  It  proved  that  the  papers,  shortly  after  the  death 
of  Mr  de  Roever  in  1893,  had  been  returned  to  the  family  and  in 
1895  were  loaned  by  an  elder  brother  of  the  present  owners,  since 
deceased,  to  a  friend  by  the  name  of  J.  F.  Pieters,  who  took  the 
papers  to  America  and  there,  assuming  the  name  of  Pieters  van 
Wely,  attempted  to  dispose  of  them  at  private  sales.  Mr  Pieters 
however  did  not  succeed  and  finally,  leaving  the  papers  in  the  hands 
of  Mr  George  Waddington  of  Xew  York,  returned  to  Holland, 
where  he  shortly  after  died.  Efforts  were  made  by  the  van  Rens- 
selaer Bowier  family  to  recover  the  papers  from  his  widow  but  not 
sufficiently  pressed  to  disclose  where  the  papers  had  been  left  and 
for  some  years  nothing  more  was  heard  of  them.  In  January  1903, 
the  present  editor  learned  from  the  late  Air  John  V.  L.  Pruyn  that 
manuscripts  of  doubtful  origin,  relating  to  the  colony  of  Rens- 
selaerswyck  and  going  by  the  name  of  van  Wely  papers  had  been 
left  in  the  hands  of  his  friend  Mr  Waddington.  Concluding  that 
these  must  be  the  missing  van  Rensselaer  Bowier  papers  to  which 
Miss  Putnam  had  just  called  attention,  he  secured  through  Mr 
Priiyrj  permission  to  examine  the  papers  at  the  State  Library  and, 
by  comparison  with  the  documents  published  by  Mr  de  Roever,  re- 
moved all  doubt  as  to  their  identity.  The  fact  was  reported  to  Mr 
Waddington  and  his  permission  obtained  to  communicate  with  Mrs 
van  Rensselaer  Bowier,  the  widow  of  the  late  admiral.  It  so  hap- 
pened, that  just  then  Mrs  Bowier  and  her  youngest  ^on  were  on 
their  way  to  make  a  brief  visit  to  this  country.  They  were  ex- 
pected to  stay  a  few  days  with.  Mrs  Alan  H.  Strong,  of  Xew 
Brunswick,  N.  T.,  and  news  of  the  whereabouts  of  The  papers  was 
^cnt  to  them  there.  The  owners  immediately  rcplcvined  the  papers 
but,  finding  tli.it  no  one  intended  t<>  contest  their  claims,  abandoned, 
further  legal  action  and  entered  into  the  following  amicable  agree- 
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ment  with  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York : 

an  agreement  entered  into  July  20,  n>03  between  John  De  Witt  Peltz  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  representing  Hugo  Jan  Jacob  Van  Rensselaer- Bowier  and 
Marten  Wilhelmus  Maritis  Magdalus  Van  Rensselaer-Bowier, and  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  University  cf  the  State  of  Mew  York,  concerning  the 
custody,  use  and  disposition  of  certain  documents  and  papers  obtained  by 
Mr  Arnold  J.  F.  van  Laer  from  one  Waddington  of  New  York  City  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  litigation  in  the  Supreme  .Court  in  Albany  county. 

First.  It  is  agreed  that  the  documents  above  referred  to  shall  be  trans- 
lated and  published  as  a  bulletin  by  the  Regents  of  the  University,  together 
with  so  much  of  the  original  as  the  library  committee  may  deem  desirable, 
together  with  Mrs  Strong's  translation  of  the  unfinished  DeRoever  printed 
articles  relating  to  these  documents  with  a  'preface  by  Mrs  Strong,  but  such 
translation  and  preface  shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  approval  of  the 
library  committee  of  the  Regents  before  publication. 

.Second.  Airs  Strong  shall  be  permitted  to  copyright  her  translation  and 
preface  before  publication  by  the  State,  if  it  can  be  done  under  the  laws 
of  the  Slate  and  rules  of  the  J-oard  of  Regents. 

Third.  Mrs  Strong  and  the  Messrs  Van  Rensselaer-Bowier  shall  each 
receive  free  of  charge  25  copies  of  the  completed  work,  being  50  copies 
in  all. 

Fourth.  The  original  documents  shall  be  left  in  the  custody  of  the 
Regents  until  February  1,  1904,  for  the  purpose  of  the  translation  and  pub- 
lication above  referred  to  and  for  no  other  purpose,  and  shall  then  be  re- 
turned to  John  De  Witt  Peltz,  Esq.,  as  representative  of  the  owners. 

Fifth.  This  agreement  shall  not  be  valid  until  it  receives  the  written 
approval  of  Mrs  Strong. 

J  no  DeWitt  Peltz 
Robert  C.  Pruyn        /  Committee  of 
Albert  Vander  Veer  )  '  the  Regents 
I  hereby  approve  the  above  agreement. 

Susan  de  Lancey  van  Rensselaer  Strong 

The  papers  received  from  Air  Waddington  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing :  .  - 

Van  Rensselaer  Bowier  manuscripts 

Numbers  in  curves  are  those  on  backs  of  documents.    Number  of  pages  given  after  each 
entry  refers  to  written  pages  only. 

1  1629,  Jan.  13-1643,  Aug.  6    Letter  Book  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

183I    O^P-)    34*  23cm. 

Marked  on  the  outside:  N°.  A.  Rcnssehrers  Wijck  Gelcegcn  JnJe  Nobrt- 
->  rcricre  ran  N ieumederlandt.  Bound  in  vellum  with  green  linen  cove 
The  greater  part  of  .  the  writing  in  the  Letter  Book  appears  to  be  the  work 
>f  three  or  four  different  ch  rks  employed  by  the  patroon  in  the  course  of, 
the  years  16JQ-43.  Here  and  there  a  document  is  entered  in  artother  hand 
and  in  all  some  14  or  15  different  hands  may  be  counted.  The  dale  of 
each  letter  and  the  name  of  the  person  10  whom  it  is  addressed  are  usually 
written  by  the  patroon  and  marginal  notes,  additions  and  corrections  als'i  in 
his  handwriting,  indicate  that  the  majority  of  the  letters  have  been  revised 
by  him  personally. 

2  (36)    1630.  Sent.  16    Letter:    Symon   Dircksz   Tos.   councilor   in  New 

Netherland,    to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  ijl-p. 

Printed  in  Olid  Holland,  1S90,  8:70-71. 

3  (25)     [63T,  May    Certificate  of  purchase  from  the  Indians  of  land  on 

the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  River  between  Beeren  Island  and 

Smacks  Island.  33^x3801x1. 

Farehifreut.    Also  in  Letter  Book,  f.  ib,  and  in  Dutch  Patents,  vol.  GG, 
p.  Q~*l. 
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4  (4)    1632?    Petition:    Pi  etc  r  Bijlvelt  to  the  copartners  of  the  colony 

of  Rensselaerswyck.  2p. 

Much  eaten  by  ink. 

5  (5)    io3-,  July  20    Bills  of  sale  of  animals,  increase  of  animals  and 

implements  on  farm  no.  3,  on  the  island  of  Manhattan,  by 
Pieter  Bijlvelt  to  Kiliaen  van  !<ensselaer.  2p. 

In  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer.     Also  in  part  in  Letter 
Book,  f.  24. 

6  (6)    1632,  July  27    Promissory  note  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter 

Bijlvelt  for  animals  and  implements -on  farm  no.  3;  receipts  for 
payments  on  same,  dated  Nov.  it,  1632,  and  Feb.  24,  1634.    \  >p. 
In  the  Handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

7  (39)    1632,  July  20    Promissory  note  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter 

Bijlvelt  for  increase  of  animals  on  farm  no.  3;  receipt  for  pay- 
ment on  same,  dated  Feb.  24,  5634.  i!ip. 

In  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

8  (1)    1634,  Apr.  30    Order  of  Michiel  Pauw  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer 

for  payment  of  bill;  receipted  by  Reynier  Pauw. 

9  (3)     1634,  July  20  Bill  of    Michiel   Pauw  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer 

for  his  share  in  expenses  of  patroonships  in  New  Netherland.  ip. 

10  (2)     1634,  June  21  Arbitration  of  accounts  of  Pieter  Bijlvelt  and  Kiliaen 

van  Rensselaer  by  Michiel  Pauw  and  Hendrik  Hoochcamer.  ip. 

11  (19)     1636,  Sept.  25-1637.  Nov.  7    Log-  of  the  ship  Rensselaerswyck  on 

its  voyage  from  Amsterdam  to  New  Netherland  and  return.  55p. 

Marked  on  outside:    Joercnacl  voocr  rjati  tiepks  Schellinger  (Journal  for 
Jan  Tiepkesz  Schellinger). 

12  (35)    J637,  Jan.  8    Letter:    Dirck  Corssen  Stam,  Jan  Tiepkesz  Schel- 

linger and  Hendrick  de  Forest  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  ip. 
Written  from  Ilfracombe,  Devon,  England. 

13  (20)     1637,  Jan.  9    Letter:   Jan  Tiepkesz  Schellinger  to  his  wife,  Trijn 

Janse  Bruigh. 

Written  from  Ilfracombe. 

14  (44)     1638    Petition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  bet  Wapen  van  Noor- 

wegen  to  Cornells  Melyn  to  lighten  the  ship.  ip. 

15  (38).  1638,  Aug.  14    Letter:  Willem  Kieft  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer.  3p. 

16  (43)    1639,  Mar.  31    Ordinance  of  Director  and  Council  of  New  Nether- 

land, prohibiting  the  sale  of  firearms  to  Indians  and  requiring 
vessels  sailing  to  or  from  Fort  Orange,  the  South  River  or  Fort 
Hope,  to  obtain  a  permit,  ip. 

Also  in  X.Y.Col.Mss,   4:36',   and   translation   printed   in   Lazes  and  Ordi- 
nances of  New  S'ctlterlarid,  p.  18-19. 

17  (18)    1640,  July  19    Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  pro- 

hibiting storing  grain  and  tobacco  without  inspection.  20  x  31^  jcm. 
Same  in  18.  ..■  1 

18  (58)     1640,  July  19-1644,  Aug.  31.  Copies  of  certain  ordinances  published 

in  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck.  up. 

C&pia  van  Eeni'ge  placemen   gepubticecrt  J  tide  Colonic  Win  Remt.'laers 
Wijek.    N°:  I:    In  the  handwriting  of  Antony  de  llooges. 

19  (29)     1641,  Feb.  5    Resolution  of  the  States  General  empowering  Kiliaen 

van    Re  nsselaer   to   dispose  of   his    lief  of    Rensselaerswyck  by 

will.  ip. 

Translation  printed  in  IJoc.rei.to  Col.Hist.N.V.  1:1:4. 
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20  (40)    1641,  Feb.  5    Letters  patent  empowering  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to 

dispose  of  his  fief  of  Rensselaersvvyck  by  will  52x67cm. 
Parrhment-    Translation  printed  in  Doc.rel.io  Col.Hist.N-Y.  1:124. 

21  (7)    1641,  Feb.  8    Letter:    Johannes   de   Laet   to   Kiliacn   van  Rens- 

selaer. 3p. 

22  (9)    1641,  July  10    Order  of  the  West  India  Company  to  Job  Arisz, 

skipper  of- den  Coninck  David,  to  transport    Antony  de  Hooges, 
Jan  Verbeeck  and  family,  and  others,  rp. 
Printed  blank. 

23  (17)    164^  July  18    Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaersvvyck,  pro- 

hibiting- sale  of  firearms  and  ammunition  to  Indians,  ip. 
Same  in  18  and  3T 

24  (8)    1641,  July  30-Npy.  29    Journal  of  Antony  de  Hooges  on  his  voy- 

age to  New  Netheriand  in  den  Coninck  David.  i6p. 

Journael  gehonden  opt  Schip  den  Coninck  David,  gedestineert  naer  Nieu.v- 
Nederlandt  Anno  1041. 

25  (37)    1642,  Sept.  11    Letter:  Willem  Kief t  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer.  3p. 

26  (15)    1642,  Oct.  10    Ordinance  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  pro- 

hibiting freemen  and  private  traders  from  coming  with  their 
vessels  within  the  limits  of  the  colony.  32^2x41011. 
Same  in  iS. 

27  (48)    1643,  Aug.  26    Commission  to  Nicolaes  Coorn  as  commander  and 

commis  on  Rensselaer.-,  Steyn  and  to  Jan  Dircksz  van  Bremen 
as  skipper  of  the  vessel.  2p. 

Copy. 

28  (22)    1643,  Sept.  10   Account  of  ammunition  for  Rensselaers  Steyn  and 

the  arsenal,  ip. 

Reeckcninge    vande    Amonitie    voor   Rensselaers    Steijn    en  Wagenhuijs 
[WapenhuijsJ . 

29  (16)    1643    Ordinance   of  the  colony  of   Rensselaerswyck,  prohibiting 

export  of  goods  without  special  consent  and  forbidding  people 
who  come  to  live  or  hunt  in  the  colony  from  leaving  without 
making  a  contract.  2p. 

Same  in  18  in  same  handwriting. 

30  (13)    1644,  Dec.  26    Ledger  of  the  accounts  of  the  ship  bet  Wapen  van 

Rensselaerswyck.  Of. 

Schnlt  Boeek  Voor  Reeckeninghe  Vant  Schip  het  Wapen  Win  Rerisslaers- 
tyyck.    A'°.  M: 

31  (14)    1645,  May  8    Ordinance  concerning  the  fur  trade  issued  by  the 

officers  at  Fort  Orange  in  conjunction  with  the  court  pJ  the 
colony  of  Rensselaerswyck;  also,  ordinance  of  July  18,  1 641 ; 
also,  account  of  grain  delivered  by  Tennis  Dircksz  van  Vechten 
to  the  West  India  Company,  dated  Aug.  9,  1644.  3p. 

32  (46)     [647,  Aug.  4    Letter:  Johannes  de  Laet  and   Samuel  Blommaert 

to  Albert  Coenraets  Burgh,  with  reply.  2p. 

Papers  33-II  arc  copies  made  in  1649  for  use  in  settling  the  claims 
of  the  late  putroon's  copartners  in  the  colony  of  Renssclacrsivyck 

33  (41)     1629,  Jan.  13- -1 630,  Nov.  7    List  of  the  colonies  registered  with  the 

Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  abstracted  for  the  Assembly  of  the 
XIX,  in  Zealand,  Dec.  21,  1630.  3p. 
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34  (42)    1629.  June  io-Ngv.  19    Extract  from  the  Register  of  resolutions 

passed  by  the  directors  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company, 
Chamber  of  Amsterdam.  2p. 

35  (52)    1629,  Nov.  19    Registration  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  asso- 

ciates of  a  colony  above  and  below  Fort  Orange,  on  both  sides 
of  the  North  River,  ip. 

36  (49)    1630,  Tan.  12-1643,  Sept.  8    Extracts  from  instructions  and  com- 

missions issued  by  Ki/iaen  van  Rensselaer.  6p. 

37  (32')     1630,  Feb.  1    First  combination   of  colonies  in   New  Netherland 

and  shares  each  partner  is  to  have  in  them.  2p. 

38  (51)    163  r,  Jan.  12-16.^3,  Aug'.  25     Extracts  from  agreements  and  con- 

tracts between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  his  colonists.  5p. 

39  (31)     1648,  Nov.  20    Resolution  of  the  States  General  on  the  petition  of 

Samuei  Blommaert  and  others,  ip. 

40  (30)    1649,  Apr.  26    Resolution  of  the  States  General  in  the  matter  of 

Johannes  van  Rensselaer  and  others,  ip. 

41  (60)    1649,  May  31    Reply  of  Samuel  Blommaert  and  Johannes  de  Laet 

to  the  States  General.  2p. 

42  (26)    1649,  June  4    Resolution  of  the  States  General  in  the  matter  of 

Johannes  van  Rensselaer  and  others,  ip. 

43  (27)    1649,  July  3    Notification   from   the   States  General  to  Jan  van 

Wely  and  Wouter  van  Twiller.  ip. 

44  (28)    1649.  Nov.  5    Resolution  of  the  States  General  on  a  petition  of 

Samuel  Blommaert  and  Johannes  de  Laet.  ip. 

45  (59)    1650,  Aug.  25-1658,  Sept.  11    Extracts  from  leases  and  agreements 

relating  to  the  farms,  sawmills,  plantations  and  other  property 
in  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck.  64P. 

46  (47)    1651    Inventory  of  animals  in  the  colony  sent  over  by  Jan  Baptist 

van  Rensselaer.  Ipp. 

47  (23)    1653,  May  29    Bill  of  lading  for  three  parcels  of   furs  shipped 

from  New  Amsterdam  by  Jan  Baptist  van  Rensselaer  in  de 
Elbinck.  KjP- 

Printed  blank. 

48  (50)    1653,  Nov.  8    Petition  of  Anna  van  Wely  and  others  for  appraisal 

of  houses  and  lots  in  Amsterdam  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  with  appraisers'  report,  ip. 

49  (34)    1659,  Oct.  6    Letter:  Sibout  Kiewert,  of  St  Christopher,  to  notary 

in  Holland  about  the  sale  of  a  grave  frit  Amsterdam?].  T/>p. 
5°  (56)  1663,  Oct.  26  Petition  of  the  schout,  burgomaster  and  schepens 
of  New  Amsterdam  to  the  director  and  council  of  New  Nether- 
land for  the  convocation  of  delegates  from  the  several  towns 
to  consider  the  state  of  the  province;  with  the  resolution  on 
the  same.  3p. 

51  (54)    1663,  Nov.  3    Letter:  delegates  to  the  convention  at  New  Amster- 

dam to  Jan  Baptist  van  Rensselaer  and  Johannes  Pietersz  van 
Brttgh.  2p, 

52  (55)    1663,  Nov.  3    Letter:  delegates  to  the  Convention  at  New  Amster- 

dam to  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, ip. 
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53  (54^)  1663,  Nov.  10    List  of  papers  sent  to  Jan  Baptist  van  Rensselaer 

and  Johannes  Pietersz  van  Brugh  in  the  name  of  the  delegates 
to  the  convention  at  New  Amsterdam,  ip. 

54  (57)    1663.  Nov.  10    Letter:  burgomaster  and  schcpens  of  New  Amster- 

dam to  Jan  Baptist  van  Rensselaer  and  Johannes  Pietersz  van 
Brugh.    1  p. 

55  (24)    1665,  Apr.  28    Insurance  policy  on  the  ship  het  Gekruijste  Hart 

and  lading,  ip. 
Printed  blank. 

56  (45)    1671,  July  6    Accounts  and  invoice  of  the  ship  dc  Witte  Kloodt. 

6p. 

57  (33)    1671,  May  15     Power  of  attorney  from  Jan  Hendricksz  van  Gunst 

to  B.  Coornhart,  notary  at  Amsterdam,  to  collect  money  from 
Aeltje  Marchal  and  others.  2p. 

58  (33a)  1671,  May  15    Letter:  Jan  Hendricksz  van  Gunst  to  B.  Coorn- 

hart, notary  at  Amsterdam.  2p. 

59  (33b)  1671,  May  15    Note   of   hand,    dated   June   28,    1662,   of  Aeltje 

Marchal  to  Jan  Hendricksz  van  Gunst.  }/2p. 

60  (53)    1696,  Dec.  30    Letter:  Brant  Schuyler  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

ip. 

Printed  documents  accompanying  above  manuscripts 

61  (11)    1629,  June  7    Freedoms  and  Exemptions  for  the  patroons,  masters 

or  private  persons  who  will  plant  any  colonies  in  and  send 
cattle  to  New  Netherlands  drawn  up  for  the  benefit  of  the 
General  West  India  Company  in  New  Netherland  and  for  the 
profit  of  the  patroons,  masters  and  private  persons.  up. 
1 9.3.x  15.3cm. 

Uryheden  ende  Exemptien  roor  de  Patroonen  /  Meesters  ofte  Particu- 
Hero:  I  die  op  Nieu-Nederlandt  eenighe  Colonien  ende  Vee  sullen  planten 
geconsiderecrt  ten  dienst  ran  de  Generate,  IVest-Indisclic  Compagtue  in 
Nieu-Nederlandt  /  ende  het  roordeel  tan  dc  Patroonen  /  Meesters  ende 
Particitliercn. 

62  (21)     1643,  Sept.  2    Placard  warning  private  traders  not  to  sail  into  the 

colony  and  setting  forth  new  trade  regulations  in  connection 
with  the  staple  right  of  Rensselaers  Steyn. 

Proadside   4i.xjScm,   Ictterpiess   37. 8x24.4cm. 

Entitled:  IVaerschoi  winge,  Verboth,  ende  Toc-latinghc,  tecghens  de 
Colonic  ran  Renselaers-zvyck  (Warni'ier,  Prohibition  and  Permission  con- 
cerning the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck). 

63  (12)    1643,  Sept.  5    Redress  of  the  abuses  and  faults  in  the  colony  of 

Rensselaerswyck.    14P.  20x15.5cm. 

Redres  Van  de  Abuyscn  ende  Faulten  in  de  Colonic  ran  Renssc'.ae rs- 
ivijek. 

64  (10)    1643,  Sept.  8    Notice  to  be  served  on  private  traders  who  con- 

trary to  the  patroon's  orders  sail  into  the  colony. 
Proadside   41. 3x33cm,   letterpress  31.4x2.2cm. 

Entitled:  Insinuatie,  Protesiatie,  ende  Presentatie  ran  weghen  den 
Patrnon  ran  de  Colonic  ran  Rensselacrs-zvijck  (Notice,  Protest  and  Per- 
mission on  behalf  of  the  1  atroon  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck). 

No.  13,  15,  17,  four  documents  in  18,  23,  25-  20.  36,  38,  50-52  and  54 
of  the  above  list  were  accompanied  by  recent  transcripts  appar- 
ently made  for  Mr  Nicolaas  de  Roever. 
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Judging-  from  a  statement  by  Miss  Putnam,  that  ■*  not  even  a 
stray  sheet  relating  to  the  American -colony  of  Rensselaervvyck  " 
was  found  among  the  papers  which  she  examined  at  Amsterdam, 
it  is  probable  that  the  above  listed  papers  include  all  the  documents 
used  by  Mi  de  Roever  with  the  exception  of  four,  namely:  the 
Protest  to  the  West  India  Company,  April  27,  1634,  and  the  Exam- 
ination of  Bastiaen  Tansz  Krol,  June  30.  1634,  both  printed  in 
Oud  Holland;  the  Certificate  of  purchase,  August  13,  1630,  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  John  Boyd  Thacher ;  and  the  Journal  of 
a  trip  to  the  Senccas,  in  1634,  which  is  apparently  the  same  as 
the  document  secured  by  Gen.  James  Grant  Wilson  at  Amsterdam 
in  1895,  and  printed  by  him  under  the  erroneous  title  of  "Arent 
van  Curler  and  his  Journal  of  1634-35," 

Translations.  Of  the  papers  received  from  Mr  Waddington 
transcripts  were  at  once  made  and  the  originals,  in  accordance 
with  the  agreement,  returned  to  Mr  Peltz  as  representative  of  the 
owners  on  February  1,  1904.  The  work  of  translation  was  there- 
upon begun  and  the  present  volume  is  the  result.  It  contains  in 
chronologic  order  complete  translations  of  the  papers  received 
and,  by  way  of  introduction,  translations  of  Mr  de  Roever's  articles, 
furnished  by  Mrs  Strong,  whose  connection  with  the  work  is  ex- 
plained in  a  separate  preface.  It  is  fair  to  say  these  latter  trans- 
lations and  those  of  the  documents  given  by  Mr  de  Roever  as 
appendixes,  which  were  also  furnished  by  Mrs  Strong  and  are 
printed  in  their  proper  chronologic,  place,  have  been  carefully 
revised  by  the  editor,  who  has  introduced  such  changes  as  he 
deemed  necessary  and  must  therefore  be  held  solely  responsible 
'for  whatever  errors  are  found  in  them.  A  few  discrepancies  be- 
tween the  translations  of  these  appendixes  and  the  text  as  printed 
in  Oud  Holland  are  due  to  the  fact  that  this  text  does  not  always 
exactly  follow  the  original  but  words  have  been  omitted  or  mis- 
read and  headings  have  been  changed  to  conform  to  a  general 
style  of  editing.  In  all  such  cases  the  translation  has  been  made 
to  agree  with  the  original. 

The  original  plan  was  to  print  the  entire  body  of  manuscripts 
both  in  Dutch  and  Finglish  but  a  more  careful  examination  of  the 
nature  and  condition  of  the  papers  soon  made  it  evident  that  no 
such  elaborate  treatment  was  required  or  even  desirable.  One 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  prolixity  of  the  patroou  and  the' repe- 
tition of  the  saine  matters  iii  letters  to  different  individuals,  make 
one  fee!  the  need  for  condensation  rather  than  for  duplication  of 
the  material;  another  reason  is  that  the  very  repetitions  afford  in 
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themselves  opportunity  for  verification  of  the  statements  made; 
and  yet  a  third,  that  the  copies  in  the  Letter  Booh,  which  contain 
many  errors  and  frequently  continue  for  pages  without  punctua- 
tion, make  difficult  reading  which  would  benefit  none  but  the  most 
expert  in  the  Dutch  language  and  therefore  not  warrant  the  great 
expense  of  printing  involved.  These  statements  however  do  not 
apply  to  the  documents  concerning  the  organization  and  internal 
management  of  the  West  India  Company  nor  to  the  charter  of 
Freedoms  and  Exemptions  :  these  are  printed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  work  and,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  each  article, 
the  difficulty  of  interpretation  always  connected  with  law,  and  the 
fact  that  other  translations  differing  materially  from  the  present 
have  been  printer!  before,  it  has  seemed  desirable  to  give  the  Dutch 
text  as  well  as  the  translation.  As  shown  in  the  footnotes  to  these 
documents,  neither  the  charter  of  the  West  India  Company  nor  its 
amplifications  nor  the  Agreement  between  the  directors  and  chief 
participants  are  found  among  the  Van  Rensselaer  Bowier  manu- 
scripts. They  have  been  included  because  a  knowledge  of  their 
contents  is  essential  to  the  correct  understanding*  of  certain  allus- 
ions in  the  patroon's  writings  and  because  no  satisfactory  trans- 
lations were  available  elsewhere. 

In  regard  to  the  preparation  of  this  work  it  may  be  said  that 
correctness  of  interpretation  has  been  the  chief  aim  of  the  trans- 
lation and  that  occasional  awkwardness  of  construction  must  be 
ascribed  to  the  impossibility  of  making  -smooth  and  idiomatic 
English  out  of  the  imtisually  involved  and  clumsy  passages  which 
occur  in  the  original.  Thrases  that  were  in  any  way  obscure  or 
that  seemed  particularly  important  have  been  cited  in  footnotes. 
Names  of  persons  have  been  given  as  in  the  original,  including 
apparent  designations  of  trade  or  place  of  origin,  in  order  that 
the  reader  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  entire  form  as  it  occurs. 
From  this  rule  depart  the  names  in  Mr  de  Roever's  articles,  which 
are  printed  in  Ottd  Holland  with  a  comma  between  the  patronymic 
and  the  preposition  van,  as  RUTGER  HENDRIKSZ,  van  Soest, 
and  which  for  this  reason  have  been  given  in  the  present  work  by 
translating  van  into  from,  as  Rutgcr  Hcndriksz,  from  Soest. 
Italics  have  been  used  throughout  to  indicate  that  the  spelling  of  a 
word  follows  the  original,  the  only  exception  to  this  rule  being 
the  word  com  mis,  which  is  written  also  as  commies,,  commijs, 
commys  and  comys,  but  for  which  it  seemed  desirable  to  adopt  a 
standard  form.  This  term  commis,  when  used  in  the  sense  of 
agent,  whether  in  the  colony,  at  the  fort  or  elsewhere,  but  not 
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when  used  in  the  sense  of  supercargo  of  a  vessel,  has  been  retained 
only  after  considerable  hesitation  and  because  no  satisfactory  Eng- 
lish term  seemed  available.  O'Callaghan,  Brodhead  and  other 
writers  have  translated  it  as  commissary,  which  is  not  bad  when  un- 
derstood in  the  sense  of  a  person  having  charge  of  stores  or  pro- 
visions, except  for  the  fact  that  it  creates  confusion  because  the 
same  word  has  been  used  by  these  writers  and  by  the  early  English 
colonial  governors  in  their  official  instructions  to  render  the  Dutch 
term  commissar  is,  applying  to  the  magistrates  of  the  local  court  at 
Albany.  The  term  commis  has  distinctly  a  commercial  flavor  and 
the  fact  that  the  coinmiscn  in  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  and 
at  Fort  Orange  had  also,  and  necessarily,  a  certain  measure  of  ad- 
ministrative power  does  not  alter  the  circumstance  that  they  were 
primarily  trading  agents.  The  term  factor  comes  perhaps  nearest 
to  it,  but  is  objectionable  because  it  literally  corresponds  to  the 
Dutch  term  facto  or  which  is  not  used  in  connection  with  the 
colonial  establishments  in  New  Netherland,  Wishing  to  avoid  the 
confusion  of  the  term  commissary,  and  not  thinking  it  advisable 
to  introduce  the  word  factor,  the  best  solution  seemed  to  be  to 
retain  the  word  commis.  Strictly  speaking,  the  word  commis  need 
not  have  been  italicized  any  more  than  schout,  schepens  and 
other  Dutch  terms  which  occur  in  the  text  but,  inasmuch  as  the 
term  commis  was  a  new  feature  in  English  rendering  of  New 
Netherland  terminology,  it  seemed  best  to  make  this  exception 
and  give  the  reader  the  benefit  of  knowing  in  each  case  which 
was  the  particular  word  used  in  the  original. 

Historical  vrdue.  The  value  of  the  Van  Rensselaer  Bowier 
manuscripts  as  an  historical  source  lies  in  the  authenticity  of  the 
information  conveyed  no  less  than  in  the  circumstance  that  for 
part  of  the  period  covered  they  are,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
land  patents,  some  extracts  from  the  records  of  the  States  General 
and  the  meager  accounts  in  dc  Laet,  Wassenaer  and  de  Vries,  the  only 
available  material  for  the  history,  not  only  of  the  colony  of  Rens- 
selaerswyck, but  of  settlement  in  other  parts  of  New  Netherland 
as  well.  The  papers  consist  fur  the  greater  part  of  .the  writings 
of  the  man  who  for  the  first  16  years  of  the  life  of  the  colony 
managed  its  affairs  from  his  home  at  Amsterdam  and  contain 
therefore  first-hand  information  as  to  the  plan  and  motive  of  the 
successive  steps  taken  in  building  up  the  settlement  which  has 
played  such  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  development  of  the  province. 
The  letters  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  antedate  by  four  years  the 
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earliest  business  account?  ana  by  13  years  the  earliest  administrative 
records  that  have  been  preserved  among  papers  of  the  Van  Rens- 
selaer family  in  this  country,  cited  by  previous  writers  and  in  the 
present  work  as  the  Rer-.sselaerswyck  manuscripts,  and  from  the 
nature  of  the  case  contain  much  about  conditions  in  the  colony  that 
was  hitherto  either  unknown  or  imperfectly  understood.  It  is  true 
that  the  papers  inform  us  about  the  patroon's  Intentions  as  to  what 
should  be  done,  rather  than  about  what  actually  took  place,  but  on 
the  whole  a  very  satis  factor}  insight  into  the  gradual  development 
of  the  colony  is  afforded.  Notning  is  more  interesting  than  to  trace 
the  growth  of  the  settlement  from  feeble  beginnings  to  a  large  and 
flourishing  estate;  to  watch  the  increase  of  population,  the  multipli- 
cation of  trades,  the  extension  of  duties  and  powers  of  administra- 
tive officers  and  the  final  organization  of  a  system  of  local  govern- 
ment which  is  unique  in  the  history  of  the  province.  With  respect  to 
all  these  matters  the  present  papers  furnish  information  which  is 
completely  at  variance  with  the  statements  about  the  establishment 
of  the  colony  made  by  O'Callaghan  and  the  numerous  other  writers 
whose  accounts  may  be  traced  back  to  his.  In  reading  these  ac- 
counts one  receives  the  impression  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
district  of  Papscanee  practically  all  the  land  included  in  the  later 
manor  of  Rensselaerswyck,  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and 
covering  a  tract  24  miles  long  by  4S  miles  wide,  was  bought  as  early 
as  1630;  that  the  same  year  no  less  than  20  settlers  came  over;  that 
immediately  a  fully  organized  court  with  Jacob  Alberts?  Planck  as 
schout  was  established  and  that,  also  in  1630,  Arent  van  Curler  took 
up  his  duties  of  commissary-general  or  superintendent  of  the  colony. 
The  papers  printed  in  this  volume  show  that  nothing  of  the  sort  took 
place.  Nearly  all  the  land  of  the  colony,  till  the  purchase  of 
Papscanee  in  i?>3J,  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  river;  and  instead  of 
all  being  bought  in  1630,  a  part  was  not  bought  till  May  163 1.  In- 
stead of  20  settlers,  but  ten  sailed  for  the  colony  in  1630,  and  no 
sellout  or  magistrates  were  appointed  till  1632,  it  being  moreover 
doubtful  whether  the  first  schout,  Rutger  Hendricksz  van  Soest,  ever 
took  the  oath  and  held  court.  As  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck,  he  did 
not  become  schout  of  the  colony  till  1634,  and  Arent  van  Curler, 
then  f<S  years  of  age,  was  sent  out  as  his  assistant  in  1637.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  ?s  that  the  contentions  between  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer  and  the  West  India  Company  regarding  the  right  to  the 
»ur  trade  and  the  various  difficulties  laid  in  the  way  of  transporta- 
tion of  cattle  and  implements  by  members  of  the  board  of  directors 
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who  were  opposed  to  the  policy  of  agricultural  colonization  so 
impeded  the  progress  of  settlement  that,  in  1634,  the  patroon  was 
quite  ready  to  abandon  the  entire  enterprise  if  the  Company  would 
pay  him  the  price  asked.  The  uncertainly  which  existed  regarding 
the  prospects  of  the  colony  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  letters  for  the  year  1633  ;  at  the  end  of  1634  matters  seem 
to  have  been  adjusted  and  from  that  time  the  affairs  of  the  colony 
moved  steadily  forward.  By  1636  three  farms  had  been  established 
and  the  patroon  made  arrangements  to  send  a  large  number  of  colo- 
nists by  a  ship  equipped  at  the  joint  expense  of  himself  and 
Gerard  de  Forest.  This  increase  in  the  population  soon  made  it 
necessary  to  make  more  ample  provision  for  the  administration  of 
the  colony.  Planck  held  the  office  of  sellout  as  well  as  that  of  coin- 
mis,  thus  combining  the  chief  judicial  and  executive  office  with  the 
business  management  of  the  colony.  In  neither  capacity  was  he 
particular!}-  successful  and  in  1639  the  patroon  decided  to  make  a 
change.  Not  finding  it  easy  to  induce  "  people  of  capacity,"  as  he 
calls  them,  to  accept  his  propositions,  he  for  the  time  being  en- 
trusted judicial  and  business  matters  to  the  joint  care  of  three  ge- 
committcerden,  or  commissioners,  namely,  Arent  van  Curler,  Pieter 
Cornelisz  van  Mnnnickendam  and  Cornells  Teunisz  van  Breuckelen, 
who  exercised  their  functions  till  the  arrival  of  Adriaen  van  der 
Donck  in  164 r.  Van  der  Donck  acted  in  the  capacity  of  sellout  till 
1646,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Xicolaes  Coorn,  who  in  turn  was 
replaced  in  164S  by  Brant  van  Slichtenhorst,  the  first  director  of 
the  colony.  Among  the  Rensselaerswyck  manuscripts  has  been  pre- 
served a  complete  record  of  the  court  presided  over  by  van  Slich- 
tenhorst till  April  10,  when  Director  General  Stuyvesant  es- 
tablished in  Fori  (  )rangc  a  court  of  justice  for  the  village  of  Bever- 
wyck,  independent  of  that  in  Rensselaerswyck;  for  the  study  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  officers  that  preceded  van  Slichtenhorst, 
we  must  fall  back  on  the  instructions  contained  in  the  present  papers, 
which  on  that  account  have  especial  value. 

It  may  here  be  -aid  in  passing  that  the  court  of  the  colony,  while 
it  existed  till  1665,  when  Gov.  Xieolls  consolidated  the  courts  of 
Albany  and  Rensselaerswyck,  had  apparently  rarely  if  ever  occasion 
to  try  ca.se-  after  1652,  when  the  principal  settlement  of  the  colony 
was  erected  into  a  village  with  separate  jurisdiction,  and  that  at  a 
later  date,  when  tlje  Dutch  patroonship  had  been  changed  to  an 
English  manor,  the  practice  of  referring  eases  to  the  court  at  Albany 
had  become  so  firmly  established  that  the  lords  of  the  manor  never 
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seem  to  have  cared  to  exercise  their  right  to  hold  court  leet  and 
court  baron,  granted  them  by  the  Dongan  patent  of  1685.  The 
question  whether  this  right  was  actually  exercised  or  not  is  of  pecu- 
liar interest  because  it  was  one  of  the  most  distinct  survivals  of  the 
feudal  privileges  for  which  the  first  patroon  at  all  times  fought  so 
tenaciously. 

The  letters  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  break*  off  abruptly  in  1643. 
As  already  intimated  above  the  patroon  lived  till  1646,  and  it  is  likely 
therefore  that  another  letter  book,  containing  account*  of  transac- 
tions between  these  two  dates  was  at  one  time  in  existence.  That  no 
such  book  is  available  is  especially  regrettable  because  the  year 
1643  marks  an  interesting  period  in  the  history  of  the  colony  when 
owing  to  the  fur  trading  privileges  granted  by  the  second  charter 
of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  many  people  flocked  to  the  colony  and 
the  patroon  was  obliged  to  issue  the  most  vigorous  instructions 
to  maintain  his  rights.  Such  a  book  would  therefore  not  only  have 
shown  us  the  effect  of  these  instructions  but  doubtless  also  have 
given  us  more  definite  information  than  we  now  possess  about  the 
closing  years  of  the  administration  of  Adriaen  van  der  Donck  and 
have  thrown  light  on  the  relative  importance  of  the  settlement  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river  where  the  patroon  intended  that  all  me- 
chanics should  dwell  and  the  first  church  should  be  erected. 

New  Netherland  history.  Among  matters  found  in  the  papers 
that  are  of  interest  outside  of  the  local  affairs  of  the  colony  may  be 
mentioned  the  fact  that  Pavonia  was  bought  by  the  Company  as 
early  as  1634,  and  not  as  is  generally  believed  in  1637;  the  new 
light  thrown  on  Peter  Minuit  whose  contract  for  the  sale  of  cattle, 
entirely  in  his  own  handwriting  and  in  good  Dutch  though  with 
distinctly  German  spelling,  is  found  in  the  Letter  Book  ;  side  lights 
on  the  administration  of  Wouter  a  an  Twiller  and  Willem  Kieft, 
to  whom  the  patroon  addresses  a  number  of  letters;  the  fact  that 
Hendrick  de  Forest,  the  supposed  founder  of  the  town  of  Harlem, 
did  not,  as  stated  by  Riker,  arrive  in  the  fall  of  1636,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1637;  the  confirmation  of  the  tradition  concerning  the 
origin  of  the  name  of  Storm  van  der  Zee,  the  eldest  son  of  Albert 
Andriesz  Pradt ;  and  the  fact  that  Bastiaen  Jansz  Krol  was  director 
general  of  Xew  Xctherland  from  March  1032  to  April  1633,  between 
the  administrations  of  Peter  Minuit  and  Wouter  van  Twiller. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer.  To  many  people  the  biographical  in- 
terest whieh  attaches  to  the  writings  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  will 
seem  one  of  the  most  valuable  features  of  the  collection.  These 
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writings  indeed  reveal  in  a  striking  way  the  personality  of  the  man 
who  figures  prominently  in  the  history  of  colonization  as  the 
founder  of  the  only  successful  patroonship  that  ever  existed  in 
New  Xetherland,  but  of  whom  beyond  the  fact  that  he  managed 
this  patroonship  and  that  he  was  a  merchant  and  director  of  the 
West  India  Company  hitherto  practically  nothing  was  known.  The 
letters  show  the  patroou  in  his  relations  to  people  of  every  degree, 
to  men  in  important  official  positions  and  to  his  subordinates  in  the 
colony,  to  his  copartners  and  to  his  various  young  relatives  who 
owed  their  position  to  his  influence  ;  they  therefore  afford-  abundant 
opportunity  for  displaying  his  qualities  of  heart  as  well  as  his 
views  regarding  the  questions  of  policy  of  government  of  the 
province  and  the  immediate  management  of  the  colony.  Not  the 
least  interesting  for  a  view  of  the  patroon's  characteristics  and  the 
spirit  in  which  he  ruled  the  colony  will  be  found  the  letters  of  1640 
and  1 641,  in  which  he  explains  to  his  copartners  his  idea  of  the 
patroonship  and  tenaciously  resists  all  infringements  of  the  rights 
conferred  on  him  by  the  charter  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  of 
which  he  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  principal  framers.  The 
question  has  been  raised  occasionally  whether  the  first  patroon  ever 
came  to  this  country.  The  present  letters  show  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  doubt  that  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  did  not  visit  his  colony 
in  person  between  1630  and  1643,  and  the  records  preserved  among 
the  Rensselaerswyck  manuscripts  make  it  equally  certain  that  he 
did  not  do  so  between  the  last  named  date  and  his  death  in  1646. 
It  would  have  been  appropriate  to  add  a  portrait  to  this  voluminous 
collection  of  writings  of  the  First  patroon,  but  unfortunately  none  is 
known  to  exist,  that  which  is  occasionally  represented  as  his  like- 
ness being  clearly  of  about  a  century  later  than  the  time  of  the 
patroon. 

List  of  settlers.  In  view  of  the  incompleteness  of  the  list  of 
settlers  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  furnished  by  Air  de  Roe- 
ver,  who  had  access  to  the  Van  Rensselaer  Bowier  manuscripts  only, 
and.  the  many  errors  in  the  similar  li>t  published  by  O'Callaghan, 
whose  researches  were  confined  t<. >  the  Rensselaerswyck  manuscripts, 
it  has  seemed  worth  while  to  prepare  from  the  two  sources  named  an 
entirely  new  list,  \\kkh  should  adequately  illustrate  the  growth 
of  the  colony  and  furnish  a  reliable  means  of  identification  of  the 
persons  mentioned  in  the  present  papers.  This  list  will  be  found 
at  the  end  of  the  \«>!unie.  h  covers  the  period  of  settlement  up 
to  1058,  when  the  paper.-,  in  the  volume  strictly  relating  to  Reus- 
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selaerswyck  cease.  The  list  gives  in  brief  form  as  far  as  they 
could  be  ascertained  the  principal  data  as  to  name,  date  of  arrival, 
occupation  and  place  of  origin  of  each  individual  settler  and  throws 
much  new  light  on  the  large  proportion  of  elements  other  than 
Dutch  that  entered  into  the  population  of  the  colony. 

Map  of  Rensselaerswyck.  Frequent  references  in  the  patroon's 
writings  to  streams  and  tracts  of  land  in  the  colony  which  are  no 
longer  known  by  their  former  names,  made  it  seem  useful  to  add  to 
the  present  work  a  photographic  reproduction  of  an  early  map  of 
Rensselaerswyck  on  which  these  topographical  features  can  be  lo- 
cated. The  original  is  among  the  Rensselaerswyck  manuscripts. 
It  is  a  manuscript  map  on  parchment,  22l/2  by  70  inches  in  size, 
and  represents  the  land  along  the  Hudson  River  from  Barren 
Island,  just  south  of  Coeymans,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk. 
Lithographic  copies  of  the  map  have  been  published  in  Moulton's 
History  of  New  York,  O'Callaghan's  History  of  New  Xethcrland  and 
in  Munsell's  Annals  of  Albany.  The  map  is  without  date  or  maker's 
name.  On  the  strength  of  an  entry  of  the  payment  by  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer  of  six  rixdollars  to  "  Gillis  van  Schendel,  for  one  map 
on  parchment  and  four  ditto  on  paper,  of  the  islands  and  other 
tillable  lands  situated  in  my  colony,"  occurring  under  date  of 
February  8,  1630,  in  a  copy  of  an  account  among  the  Rensselaers- 
wyck manuscripts,  the  map  is  commonly  ascribed  to  Gillis  van  Schen- 
del and  to  the  year  1630,  but  as  an  inscription  on  the  map  refers 
to  the  purchase  of  land  from  Bccrcn  Island  to  Smacks  Island,  which 
took  place  in  1631,  it  is  evident  that  the  entry  of  the  payment  must 
either  have  been  placed  under  the  wrong  date  or  else  refer  to 
another  map.  Statements  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  in  a  letter  to 
Johannes  de  Laet,  June  27,  1632,  in  a  memorandum  to  Wouter  van 
Twiller,  July  20,  1632,  and  in  a  letter  of  same  date  to  Dirck  Cor- 
nelisz  Duyster  indicate  that  the  map  was  probably  executed  in 
Holland,  shortly  after  July  20,  1632,  from  rough  drafts  and  sur- 
veys of  different  parts  of  the  colony  furnished  at  various  times  by 
Philips  Jansz  van  Ilaerlem,  Crijn  Fredericksz  and  Albert  Diete- 
rinck.  Of  these  men  very  little  is  known.  Philips  Jansz  van  Haer- 
lem  is  mentioned  by  David  Pietersz  de  Yries,  in  his  Korte  Historiael, 
p.  142,  as  a  young  man  whom  he  engaged  in  June  1635  to  pilot  his 
vessel  from  Sandy  Hook  to  New  Amsterdam  and  who  formerlv 
had  been  in  his  service  in  the  East  Indies.  Crijn  Fredericksz  is  men- 
tioned in  Xicolaes  van  Wassenaer,  Historisch  Verhael,  vol.  3,  part 
12,  p.  37b,  under  date  of  November  1626,  as  an  engineer  who  staked 
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out  the  tort  at  New  Amsterdam.  Albert  Dieterinck  appears  to 
have  been  commis  at  Fort  Orange. 

A  few  features  of  the  map  call  for  special  mention.  The  scale  to 
which  the  map  purporis  to  be  drawn  is  16%  inches  to  the  Dutch 
mile,  or  3^  inches  to  the  English  mile.  This  makes  the  distance 
from  Deercn  Island  to  Moenemin's  Castle,  which  on  the  original 
map  is  equal  to  6y}/2  inches,  exactly  4  Dutch  miles,  or  the  extent  of 
territory  allowed  on  one  side  of  a  navigable  river  by  the  fifth  article 
of  the  charter  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
however,  the  distance  between  these  two  points  is  not  4  Dutch 
miles,  or  18.44  English  miles,  but  about  22j/2  miles,  so  that  the 
actual  scale  of  the  map  is  only  3  inches  to  the  mile.  The  central 
and  lower  portions  of  the  river  are  fairly  accurately  drawn,  but 
the  upper  part  is  wrong.  Especially  puzzling  is  the  wide  creek 
designated  as  Rcuselaers  Kill,  which  would  seem  to  represent  the 
Mohawk  River  but  does  not  occupy  the  right  position.  Perhaps 
the  most  plausible  explanation  of  this  error  is  that  the  compiler,  at 
about  that  point,  joined  two  separate  maps  and,  from  his  unfamiliar- 
ity  with  the  topography  of  the  locality,  failed  to  connect  the  south 
branch  of  the  Mohawk,  indicated  on  the  one  map  at  the  falls,  with 
the  outlet  marked  on  the  other  map,  and  then,  from  some  statement 
regarding  the  direction  of  the  river,  continued  this  outlet  straight 
into  the  country.  It  will  be  noticed  that  of  most  creeks  only  the 
mouths  are  indicated  and  that  of  others,  which  are  traced  for  some 
distance  into  the  country,  the  direction  bears  as  a  rule  no  relation  to 
the  configuration  of  the  ground,  which  was  probably  sketched  in 
from  some  high  point  after  the  survey  of  the  shore  line  and  the  is- 
lands had  been  completed.  Up  to  1636,  but  three  farms  existed  in 
the  colony.  The  castles  faintly  shown  near  the  names  of  Godijns 
Burg,  Renselaers  Burg,  De  Laets  Burg,  etc.  represent  therefore  no 
actual  settlements,  but  merely  indicate  the  places  where  the  patroon 
intended  that  farms  should  be  established.  At  the  time  the  map  was 
drawn,  the  land  bought  for  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  was  al- 
most entirely  limited  to  that  on  the  west  side  of  the  river ;  all  that 
was  owned  on  the  east  side  was  a  small  tract  opposite  Fort  Orange. 
Curiously  enough,  the  name  Rensselaerswyck  has  been  so  placed 
as  to  cover  exactly  this  territory  belonging  to  the  colony. 
The  inscriptions  at  the  top  of  the  map  are  as  follows  : 
Left  shield.  A.°  1630  adij  28  Iulij,  her  ft  KilUaen  ran  Renselaer 
doen  coopcn  if  and  e  Xatini  genaemt  de  Mahikans  hare  Landerijen 
aide  Iurisdictic  van  die  11  gelegen  acinic  Westsijde  v  a  tide  Noord- 
Rievicr  besuijd'1  cade  deiiaoricn  het  Fort  Orange-it,  volge'ns  de  beze- 
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getde  brieven  voor  Dierecteur  ende  Radcn  der  geoiroijeerde  West 
Indisehe  Coin  p.  in  him  Nederland  gepasseeyt  door  C ottomack  ende 
Sazeanemit,  Abantzene,  Sagisqimui  aide  Kanamoaek  op  den  8 
Augustij  A0  1630.  Item  van  Naivanemit  int  particidier  sijne  Lan- 
der ijen  genacmt  Semesseeck  gelcgcn  a  ende  Oost  zijde  vande  Rie- 
vier  voorsz.  tegen  over  het  fori  Orangen  soo  bovcn  ais  bcncden  ende 
ran  Paetanock  de  Meulen  kil  noord-waerd  aen  tot  Ncgagonce  toe. 
Anno  1630,  on  the  28th  clay  of  July,  Killiaen  van  Renselaer  caused  to 
be  purchased  from  the  nations  called  the  Mahikans  their  lands  and 
the  jurisdiction  thereof,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  North 
River,  south  and  north  of  Fort  Orange,  according  to  the  sealed  con- 
veyance executed  before  the  director  and  council  of  the  Chartered 
West  India  Company  by  Cottomack  and  Nawaneinii,  AbanUcne,  Sa- 
gisquwa  and  Kanamoack,  on  the  8th  of  August,  Anno  1630.  Also 
from  Nawanemit  individually  his  lands  called  Semesseeck,  situated 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river  aforesaid,  opposite  Fort  Orange,  above 
as  well  as  below,  and  from  Paetanock,  the  mill  creek,  northward  to 
Xegagonce.  [This  description  differs  from  that  in  the  certificate 
of  August  13,  1630.] 

Left  scroll.  Tegen  over  het  Fortt  op  de  Zuijd-Hoeck  van  de 
Laets  Eijland  is  veel  gevogelt  te  schicten  van  Gansz,  Szvanen,  End- 
vogelSj  Kranen  ende  Calcocncn,  houden  Boschivacrt  in.  Insgelijckx 
de  Hcrtten  ende  andcr  wilt.  Dacr  sijn  oock  Wolven,  maer  niet 
groot  oft  houden  waren.  Opposite  the  Fort,  on  the  south  corner 
of  de  Laets  Island,  many  birds  are  to  be  shot,  such  as  geese,  swans, 
wild  ducks  and  cranes,  and  turkeys  are  found  in  the  woods.  Also 
deer  and  other  game.  Wolves  are  found  there  also,  but  not  large, 
like  dogs. 

Central  scroll,  under  the  van  Rensselaer  arms.  Op  de  Laets  Eij- 
hndt  sijn  veel  Jwoge  ende  rechte  boomen  bequaem  om  He  men  van 
te  maken,  vande  Maquaas  canmeh  (principael  indc  Winter)  Hertten 
»  leesck  genoeg  krijgen  dat  vett  ende  schoon  is,  ontrent  3,  4,  oft  5 
hahdt  Zeetvan  voor  eeh  hcrt.  souden  geern  hertten  tegen  melck  oft 
'  '•'  >ter  ritijlen,  is  bequaem  te  roocken  oft  in  Pekel  te  Leg  gen.  On 
'ie  Laets  Island  are  many  tall  and  straight  trees  suitable  to  make  oars 
from.  From  the  .Maquaas  (especially  in  the  winter)  plenty  of 
venison  can  be  obtained  that  is  fat  and  fine ;  about  3,  4,  or  5  hands 
"f  seawan  for  a  deer.  They  would  be  glad  to  exchange  deer  for 
!1^lk  or  butter.    The  meat  is  fit  for  smoking  or  pickling. 

Right  scroll,  hide  Vierde  kill  sijn  snoccken  ende  aUerleij  Visch. 
"e  Steur  isser  cleijnder  ais  bij  de  Manathans  men  bander  vande 

\lden  voor  een  mes  een  koopen.    In  the  fourth  kill  [designated  on 
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the  map  as  Blocmaerts  Kill  and  apparently  corresponding  to  the 
present  Patroons  Creek]  are  pike  and  all  sorts  of  fish.  The  sturgeon 
there  is  smaller  than  at  the  Manathans.  One  can  be  bought  from 
the  savages  for  a  knife. 

Right  shield.  A°  1630  den  8  April  he  eft  Killiacn  van  Rensclacr 
noch  docn  koopen  van  Paep  Sicken e  Komptas  Noucoutamhat  en 
Sickoncscn  hare  landcrijcn  genacmt  ,Sanckhagag  streekende  twee 
dagh  reijsens  te  landivaert  in  van  het  Beeren  Eijland  tot  Smackx 
»  Eijlandt.  Anno  1630,  the  8th  of  April,  Killiaen  van  Renselaer 
caused  further  to  be  bought  from  Paep  Sickcne,  Komptas,  Noucou- 
tamhat and  Stckonosen  their  lands  called  Sanckhagag,  stretching  two 
days'  journey  inland,  from  Beeren  Island  to  Smackx  Island.  [For 
different  date  assigned  to  this  transaction,  see  footnote  to  the  cer- 
tificate of  purchase  of  May  163 1..] 

The  names  Bijlaers  Dael,  Weelijs  Dael,  Twillers  Dael  and  Paf- 
raets  Dael,  given  to  the  respective  districts  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  above  and  below  Fort  Orange,  commemorate  the  names  of 
Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer's  first  wife,  Hillegonda.  van  Bijlaer;  of  his 
second  wife,  Anna  van  Wely ;  of  his  only  sister  Maria,  wife  of 
Rijckaert  van  Twiller  and  mother  of  Wouter  van  Twiller;  and  of 
his  mother,  Maria  Pafraet. 

For  permission  to  reproduce  the  map,  the  editor  is  indebted  to  Mr 
William  Bayard  Van  Rensselaer. 

In  closing,  the  editor  wishes  to  state  that  while  in  the  present 
work  it  has  frequently  been  necessary  to  call  attention  to  errors  ii: 
the  work  of  Dr  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  it  has  by  no  means  been  his 
intention  to  detract  from  the  great  merits  of  the  pioneer  work  which 
this  gentleman  accomplished.  In  spite  of  many  inaccuracies, 
O'Callaghan's  History  contains  to  this  day  the  only  full  account  of 
the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  based  on  original  sources  and  all 
who  use  it  must  needs  be  under  obligation  for  the  very  material 
help  afforded.  The  time  has  come  however  for  a  revision  of  many 
of  the  statements  made  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  present  volume  will 
aid  in  inducing  some  competent  investigator  to  study  the  whole 
subject  afresh  and  produce  a  work  that  will  more  nearly  answer 
the  requirements  of  the  present  time. 

The  special  thanks  of  the  editor  are  due  to  his  assistant,  Mr 
Peter  Nelson,  for  most  efficient  aid  given  throughout  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work.  Mr  Nelson  has  read  the  entire  manuscript  and 
suggested  many  changes  which  have  helped  to  smooth  out  awkward 
constructions,  clear  up  doubtful  passages  and  otherwise  make  the 

translation  more  readable.  .    T  _ 

A.  J.  F.  van  Laer 


PREFACE  TO  TRANSLATIONS  FURNISHED  BY 
MRS  ALAN  H.  STRONG 

In  the  summer  of  1890  I  visited  Amsterdam  as  the  guest  of  my 
kinsfolk,  the  family  of  the  late  Vice  Admiral  Jonkheer  van  Rens- 
selaer Bowier.  The  admiral  had  died  a  few  months  before,  but  his 
widow,  born  Jonkvrouwe  vgn  Beresreyn,  of  the  ancient  family  of 
P.ois-le-Duc,  Bral-ant,  with  her  three  sons,  made  me  most  welcome. 
At  their  house,  no.  91  Keimerstraat,  I  met  the  archivist  of  Amster- 
dam, the  late  Mr  N.  de  Roever,  editor  of  the  magazine  Oud  Hol- 
land. To  him  Admiral  van  Rensselaer  Bowier  had  entrusted  the 
task  of  editing  the  important  manuscripts  inherited  by  the  admiral 
through  his  mother,  Sara  v?u  Rensselaer,  last  of  her  name  in  Hol- 
land, from  her  ancestor,  the  famous  first  patroon. 

In  many  interesting  interviews,  Mr  de  Roever  outlined  his  idea 
of  bringing  these  papers  to  public  notice  and  a  plan  was  formed 
whereby  I  was  to  have  his  writings  on  the  subject  translated  into 
English  and  published  in  America.  I  wras  to  study  both  modern 
and  old  Dutch  and  secure  competent  assistance.  In  pursuance  of 
tins  idea.  I  made  some  individual  researches  and  took  many  photo- 
graphs wdiich  were  to  illustrate  the  combined  work.  The  sudden 
and  lamented  death  of  Mr  de  Roever  put  an  end  to  these  plans. 
We  were  in  correspondence  to  the  last.  The  van  Rensselaer  Bowier 
family  desired  me  to  fulfil  my  promise  to  him  and  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  proceed  with  the  publication  of  these  papers,  whatever 
might  be  the  expense  and  trouble.  But  through  the  treachery  of  a 
false  friend,  the  documents  were  purloined  hi  Amsterdam  and  dis- 
appeared for  over  eight  years,  being  vainly  searched  for  until  they 
finally  appeared  in  America,  where  they  had  been  pledged  for  a  small 
sum  by  their  abstractor,  wdio  died  soon  after  without  reclaiming 
diem.  These  original  documents  have  been  recovered  by  their  own- 
ers, and  the  publication,  to  which  Mr  de  Roever  so  fondly  looked 
forward,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regents  I  have  been  allowed  t<> 
fulfil  my  promise  to  my  departed  friend,  by  rendering  his  unfinished 
*vork  into  English  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

For  assistance  in  my  studies  and  for  valuable  information,  I  have 
to  thank  the  kind  offices  of  Domine  P.  J.  van  Melle.  of  Nijkerk, 
Holland:;  Professor  A.  Raap,  of  Hope  College,  Michigan;  and  Miss 
'Ielen  \Y.  Ludlow,  of  Hampton  Institute,  Virginia.  I  venture  to 
krive  the  genealogically  curious  the  following  facts  relating  to  the 
Holland  branch  of  the  van  Renssclaers  and  the  line  through  wdiich 
•  !«l  much  talked  about  documents  came  to  their  present  owners. 
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Richard  van  Rensselaer,  the  fifth  son  of  the  patroon  and  his  fourth 
by  Anna  van  Wely,  became  burgomaster  and  treasurer  of  Vianen 
after  his  return  from  America,  where  he  had  played  an  important 
part  after  the  death  of  his  brother  Jeremias,  the  director.  He 
married  Anna  van  Beaumont  and  died  at  Vianen  in  1695.  ^e  had 
six  sons  and  one  daughter.  They  were  Kiliaen,  Anthonie,  Jan, 
Richard,  Eleanor  Herberdine,  Francois  and  Jeremias.  The  daugh- 
ter married  Dominus  Wilhelmus  Pekstok.  Kiliaen,  the  eldest  son, 
married  Sara  Maria  Backholt,  and  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters, 
of  whom  only  one  son  and  one  daughter  married.  The  son,  Johan 
Baptist  van  Rensselaer,  married  Anna  Cornelia  de  Bruyne  and  left 
no  issue.  The  daughter,  Anna  Maria  van  Rensselaer,  married 
Isaak  Dusart. 

Richard  van  Rensselaer's  second  son,  Anthonie,  married  Bertha 
Pekstok.  They  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters :  Richard,  Cath- 
erine, Anna  Elizabeth,  Cornelis,  William  and  Anthonie.  All  died 
young  or  unmarried  except  William  van  Rensselaer,  who  married 
Cornelia  Judith  Cramer.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Anthonie.  Jan  Jacob  (died  in  infancy),  Magdalena, 
Jan  Jacob,  Hendrick  Willem,  Richard  and  Bertha.  Jan  Jacob  van 
Rensselaer  married  Susanna  Catherina  Beeldsnyder  and  left  one 
daughter,  Johanna  Jacoba  Sara  van  Rensselaer,  who  married  Jonk- 
heer  Jan  Bowier.  She  left  ten  children,  of  whom  the  eldest.  Vice 
Admiral  Marten  Wilhelmus  van  Rensselaer  Bowier,  was  granted  by 
royal  letters  patent  his  mother's  name  in  conjunction  with  his  pater- 
nal cognomen,  with  permission  to  transmit  the  same  with  the  arms 
of  both  families  to  his  lawful  heirs  as  van  Rensselaer  Bowier. 

The  van  Rensselaer  Bowier  family  is  therefore  fully  entitled  to 
the  name  of  the  Holland  van  Rensselaers  at  the  present  day. 

The  youngest  son  of  Richard  van  Rensselaer,  of  Vianen,  was  Jere- 
mias, who  man  ied  Elizabeth  de  Swaart  at  Nijkerk,  January  18, 
1728.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Nelle  Maria  van  Rensselaer  (who 
was  daughter  of  the  young  patroon,  Johannes  van  Rensselaer,  and 
Elisabeth  van  Twiller)  and  Johan  de  Swaart  of  Amsterdam.  Jere- 
mias and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  lived  at  Amsterdam  and  had  one  son, 
Richard,  who  married  Gcertruy  Buytenhuys.  They  had  four  sons: 
Jeremias,  Cornelius,  Johan  and  Richard.  Three  died  unmarried: 
the  eldest,  Jeremias,  married  Judith  Henrietta  Duval.  He  died  in 
Nijkerk  April  II,  1819.  His  three  sons  all  died  young;  his  wife 
survived  him.  In  his  will  Jeremias  van  Rensselaer  stated  that  ex- 
cept his  wife  he  left  no  heirs  save  the  family  in  America.    It  was 
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true  that  he  was  the  last  male  of  his  name  since  his  second  cousin, 
Jan  Jacob  van  Rensselaer,  had  died  not  long  before,  but  he  ignored 
the  fact  that  Jan  Jacob  had  left  a  daughter,  Sara  van  Rensselaer, 
then  unmarried,  who  was  a  much  nearer  relative  than  the  kinsfolk 
across  the  seas  and  who  had  inherited  through  the  direct  male  line 
of  five  generations  much  of  family  interest  and  value  from  the 
elder  line  of  Anthonie,  Richard's  second  son,  whereas  Jeremias  came 
from  the  youngest  son  of  Richard. 

So  that  if  the  question  were  worth  disputing,  there  was  still  a 
van  Rensselaer  left  in  Holland,  albeit  only  a  woman.  From  the 
alliance  of  the  van  Rensselaer  and  Bowier  families  sprang  a  worthy 
representative  in  the  person  of  the  vice  admiral,  who  was  aide-de- 
camp  to  the  late  king  of  Holland  and  enjoyed  the  personal  friendship 
of  that  monarch  and  of  his  son,  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  the  elder 
brother  of  Queen  Wilhelmina.  Other  members  of  the  Bowier  family 
who  have  the  blood  but  not  the  name  of  van  Rensselaer,  have 
married  into  the  van  Beusekom,  van  Heemstra  and  Sanders  families, 
residing  in  Utrecht,  Amsterdam,  Nijmegen  and  Hilversum. 

The  Bowier  family  was  founded  in  Holland  by  Ralph  Bowyer, 
of  the  family  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland.  He  came  to  the 
Low  Countries  with  the  Earl  of  Leicester's  expedition  in  the  days 
of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  acquitted  himself  bravely,  married  a  Dutch 
lady,  and  his  descendants,  in  1815,  became  enrolled  among  the  nobil- 
ity of  Holland. 

Vice  Admiral  and  Madame  van  Rensselaer  Bowier  have  had  five 
children,  of  whom  Johannes  Jacobus  Christian  Gysbertus  van  Rens- 
selaer Bowier  died  as  midshipman,,  first  class,  of  the  royal  navy; 
Cormar  van  Renselaer  Bowier  died  in  1895  and  Maria  Clemente 
died  young.  The  two  surviving  sons,  Hugo  Jan  Jacob  van  Rens- 
selaer Bowier  and  Marten  Wilhelmus  Marius  Magdalus  van  Rens- 
selaer Bowier,  are  the  present  owners  of  the  documents  described  by 
Mr  de  Rocver  in  the  following  articles. 

Susan  de  Lancey  van  Rensselaer  Strong 

" Inivood,"  Nczv  Brunszvick,  N.  J. 
January  T/1906 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  his  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  1 

NICOLA AS  DE  ROEVER 
Late  archivist  of  the  city  of  Amsfcrdam 

TRANSLATED  BY  MRS  ALAN  H.  STRONG 

Toward  few  men  of  note  of  our  glorious  past  have  our  biog- 
raphers been  so  unjust  a?  toward  the  merchant  of  Amsterdam  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  article.  Surely  this  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  fact  that,  thus  far,  so  little  attention  has  been  paid  to 
the  history  of  commerce.  And  it  is  just  in  this  field  that  an  im- 
portant place  should  be  assigned  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  because 
he,  being  engaged  in  the  West  India  trade,  had  not  only  the  courage 
to  found  a  colony  on  the  American  plains  and  in  the  woods  along  the 
North  River  and  to  use  his  capital  for  its  welfare,  but,  more  especi- 
ally, because  he  possessed  energy  enough  to  push  the  work  once  be- 
gun, notwithstanding  many  disappointments. 

The  honor  which  we  Hollanders,  through  ignorance,  have  denied 
him  has,  however,  been  given  him  in  abundant  measure  by  the 
descendants  of  those  who  were  the  earliest  settlers  of  those  regions. 
The  memory  of  this  citizen  of  Amsterdam  is  honored  and  revered 
across  the  ocean.  American  historians  have  already  made  public 
much  that  is  worth  knowing  in  regard  to  his  colony,  but  they  had 
not  the  means  of  throwing  light  upon  his  personality  and  upon  the 
spirit  in  which  he  ruled  his  settlement,  This  is  not  unnatural ;  it 
could  appear  only  from  his  own  papers,  which  were  not  deposited 
in  any  American  archives  because  van  Reusselae}'  remained  a  mer- 
chant at  Amsterdam  all  his  life  and  directed  his  Xew  Netherland 
possessions  while  living  at  the  thriving  Y.  Had  this  not  been  the 
case  he  would  have  had  no  need  for  employing  agents,  nor  for  giving 
them  instructions,  nor  for  writing  letters,  and  in  return  they  would 
have  hpd  no  need  to  send  reports  and  missives  to  the  motherland 
for  the  information  of  the  patroon.  The  archives  which  remained 
in  his  office  on  the  Kcirjers^racJit  relating  to  the  administration  of 
Rensselaerswyck  must  by  degrees  have  become  important.  These 
papers  might  perhaps  have  shared  the  fate  of  many  private  archives 
and  at  some  time  been  torn  up,  had  not  first  a  long  lawsuit  with 
some  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  territory,  and 
later  some  no  less  stubborn  disputes  with  members  of  the  family 
kept  the  possessors  awake  to  their  importance.    When  the  eigh- 


1  Printed  in  Dutch  in  Oud  Holland,  1890,  6:29-54,  241-59. 
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teenth  century  dawned,  however,  all  this  was  past  and  peace  re- 
stored. 

The  Dutch  van  Rensselaers  continued  to  be  great  merchants  and 
wealthy  citizens,  but  across  the  sea  the  American  relatives,  to  whom 
now  the  colony  exclusively  belonged,  rose  to  the  dignity  of  great 
nobles,  who  lived  like  princes  on  their  domains.  Their  sons  were 
received  with  open  arms  in  the  republic,  as  often  as  they  —  partly 
to  maintain  the  old  bonds  of  blood-relationship  —  journeyed  east- 
ward across  the  waves.  The  old  papers  formed  thus  a  natural  point 
of  common  interest.  So  they  continued  to  be  preserved  in  part,  al- 
though it  could  not  be  unknown  to  any  of  their  possessors  that  they 
had  lost  their  practical  value. 

A  hundred  years  later,  however,  they  had  already  been  consigned 
to  a  small  chest  in  the  garret.  The  Dutch  van  Rensselaers  were  ex- 
tinct in  the  male  line.  One  of  the  daughters  gave  her  hand  to  a 
nobleman  of  an  English  house  whose  forefathers  had  settled  in* 
Holland  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  and  served  with 
honor  in  the  army  of  the  republic.  The  tradition  of  the  great  de- 
serts of  Kiliaen  lived  on  in  the  Boivier  family,  and  Jonkhccr  M.  W. 
Bowicr,  later  vice  admiral  and  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Amsterdam,  assured  the  name  of  van  Rensselaer  new  life  by  uniting 
it  to  his  own. 

The  remaining  fragments  of  the  family  archives  came  now  into 
his  possession.  He  preserved  them  with  reverent  care  for  he  under- 
stood their  importance,  although  he  remained  a  stranger  to  their 
contents. 

It  was  through  a  visit  to  him  in  the  spring  of  18SS  that  I  became 
acquainted  with  the  little  chest.  He  eagerly  embraced  my  pro- 
posal to  arrange  and  analyze  these  papers  and  willingly  granted  me 
the  privilege  of  publishing  such  of  them  as  I  deemed  fit.  It  grieves 
me  that  the  estimable  man  has  not  lived  to  see  my  plans  accom- 
plished, of  which  this  article  is  a  beginning.2 

This  little  chest  contained  the  title  deed  of  the  territory  of  the 
colony,3  the  Letter  Book^  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaar,  begun  in  1634 

1  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  express  my  gratitude  to  his  wife,  the  dowager  Madame 
fan  Rensselaer  Bowicr,  born  tan  Bcres'eyn ,  for  the  kindness  wherewith  she  left  the 
papers  in  my  care.       N.  de  R. 

Vice  Admiral  van  Rensselaer  Bowier  died  in  July  iSSo,  and  is  buried  in  the  family 
plot  in  the  cemetery  of  Utrecht.     S.  de   L.  v.   R.  S. 

1  Mr  Boivier  thought  that  one  of  these  documents  was  the  title  deed  of  the  island  on 
Which  New  York  is  situated.  I  did  not  question  this  until  afterwards,  when  I  became 
Convinced  that  it  related  to  another  island,  located  higher  up  in  the  North  River.  N. 
«K  R. 

*  Mr  de  Roever  calls  the  book  the  Memorinal ;  a  full  translation  appears  in  the  present 
volume. 
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and  continued  till  1643  I  tlie  documents  in  the  suit  before  the  court  of 
Holland,  which  was  prosecuted  after  the  death  of  Kiliaen  between 
the  guardians  of  the  young  patroon  and  some  interested  parties  ; 
some  journals,  reports  and  printed  documents,  and  a  number  of 
papers  of  a  personal  nature,  which  would  be  indeed  valuable  as 
data  for  an  accurate  genealogy,  but  which  are  unimportant  for  our 
purpose.  The  Letter  Book  and  documents  in  the  lawsuit  contain 
matters  concerning  the  enterprising  Amsterdam  merchant  and  his 
colony  remarkable  enough  to  be  here  mentioned.  I  can  only  give 
a  few  in  full.  The  opportunity  to  publish  many  of  the  letters,  in- 
structions and  memoranda  copied  in  the  Letter  Book  will  come 
later. 

About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  southwest  from  Putten  looms 
up  on  the  heath  of  the  Veluzve  the  Renselersberg,  where  in  olden 
times  the  freemen  of  the  "  Mark  "  assembled  to  settle  their  common 
affairs  and  where  also  the  bishop,  on  his  visitation,  was  paid  the 
tax  out  of  the  church  property.  Near  this,  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  from  the  manorial  castle  of  licit,  lay  the  estate  from  which 
the  family,  which  held  land  there  until  far  on  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  derived  its  name.  They  belonged  undoubtedly  to  the. 
landed  gentry  and  seem  to  be  of  one  stock  with  other  families' 
which,  like  them,  bear  the  cross  molin  in  their  coats  of  arms.5 

The  family  spread  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  original  estate,  so 
that  we  find  in  Nijkcrk  orphanage  trustees  of  this  name  who  may 
have  been  nearly  related  to  our  merchant  of  Amsterdam. 

The  father  of  K iliac  n,  LI  end  rick  van  Rensselaer  Kiliaensz,6  was 
captain  of  a  company  of  foot  soldiers  and  died  June  6,  1602,  at 
Ostend.  In  after  years,  Kiliaen  caused  a  monument  to  be  erected 
on  his  grave  and  that  of  his  brother  Johan,  born  at  Nijkcrk,  who 
also  was  a.  captain  and  who  died  at  Deventer,  February  7,  1601, 
after  having  fought  in  Friesland.  On  this  monument,  which  was  in 
the  last  named  city,  Kiliaen  caused  to  be  carved  the  eight  quarter- 
ings  of  the  arms  of  the  brothers.7 

6  The  earliest  mention  we  have  found  of  the  name  is  made  by  Jhr.  Th.  van  Riemsclyk, 
in  his  treatise,  Het  Vcluwschc  Landgcriclit,  page  150.  lie  cites  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  Klaarbank  at  F.ngiandcr-liolt  a  suit  between  Hendrik  v.  Moerselaar  and  Alydt  v. 
Renselaer    circa  1450.     S.  df.  1..  v.  R.  S. 

6 The  great-grandmother  of  Kiliaen,  mother  of  the  Kiliaen  whose  namesake  he  was, 
seems  to  have  been  a  Litxoel.  An  estate  of  the  same  name  still  exists  in  the  vicinity  of 
Putten.    N.  he  R. 

The  great-grandmother  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  the  first  patrqon,  was  Derykebia 
(Dorothea)  van  Luxoel.    S.  de  L.  v.  R.  S. 

7  The  monument  above  referred  to  as  being  in  Deventer  is  in  the  old  church  at 
Nijkerk.    It  is  a  large  double  slab  covering  a  vault.    No  interments  have  been  made  in 
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From  the  marriage  of  Hendrik  with  Maria  Pasraats  were  born 
two  children,  Kiliacn  van  Rcnssclaar  and  Maria,  who  gave  her  hand 
to  Rxckacrt,  or  Richard  van  Twiller. 

It  was  probably  while  Hendrik  van  Rensselaer  lay  there  in  gar- 
rison that  Kiliaen  came  into  the  world  at  Hasselt  in  or  about  the 
year  1580.  The  death  of  his  father,  a  few  years  later,  was  perhaps 
the  reason  that  his  guardian  caused  him  to  be  educated  as  a 
merchant.  No  better  opportunity  presented  itself  than  to  bind  him 
out  as  an  apprentice,  after  the  custom  of  those  days,  with  a  relative, 
who  lived  in  the  Nes  near  the  Klein e  Vleeschhal.  This  relative, 
Wolfcrt  van  Bijlcr  Wijnandsz,  was  a  jeweler  who  had  formerly 
lived  in  London  and  had  now  established  himself,  with  a  capital  of 
nearly  a  hundred  thousand  guilders,  in  Amsterdam,  where  through 
the  settlement  of  an  entire  colony  of  South  Netherland  diamond 
polishers,  the  trade  in  gems  had  greatly  developed.  In  those  days 
the  diamond  trade  was  nearly  always  combined  with  the  trade  in 


tin's  vault  since  1815.  A  staircase  leading  to  the  gallery  has  been  built  directly  over  it. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Rev.  P.  J.  van  Melle,  in  August  1S90,  I  was  allowed  to  have 
a  photographic  reproduction  made  of  the  entire  slab  with  its  interesting  armorial  quart- 
'■rings.  They  are  in  a  state  of  excellent  preservation.  The  staircase,  while  hiding  the 
•^rave  so  that  it  is  nearly  forgotten,  has  saved  it  from  the  fate  of  many  similar  memorials 
in  old  churches  where  the  tread  of  feet  for  many  generations  has  nearly  obliterated 
the  carving. 

The  brothers  were  twins.  Their  names  and  rank  with  date  and  place  of  death  are 
Riven  in  Dutch  with  a  long  Latin  epitaph.  There  are  two  coats  of  arms  at  each  corner, 
making  eight  lines  of  descent,  with  the  names  of  the  families,  viz:  Renselaer,  Luxoel, 
Wenckom,  Schoute,  Indyck,  Graef,  Hell,  Bylaer.  At  the  top  arc  two  large  coats  of 
arms,  with  elaborate  quarterings  of  these  and  other  related  families,  and  at  the  bottom 
the  coat  of  arms  finally  adopted  as  his  own  and  always  used  by  the  patroon.  The  crest 
is  the  well  known  burning  basket  and  in  all  appears  the  cross  of  the  Rensselaers.  The 
I'utch  and  Latin  mottoes  of  Niemand  Zondcr  and  Omnibus  Effulgior  do  not  appear. 

The  Dutch  inscriptions  on  the  stone  run  thus: 

Den  7  Februar.  1601  starf  binnen  Deventer  den  emtvesten  tnanhaften  Hopman  Johan 
»  •'»!  Renselaer  en  alhier  begraven. 

Den  6  Januar.  1602  starf  binnen  Oestende  den  emtvesten  en  tnanhaften  Hopman 
tlendrick  Van  Renselaer  en  alhier  begraven. 

Die  Latin  inscription  reads  thus: 
D.  OP.  Max.  S. 

hannes  et  Henricus  A  Renselaer  fratres  gcrmaniuter    Que  viveret  turmae  pedestris 
or  ac  magnis   multisque   in   Rcmpith-ac  Patriam  merit  is  clarus   ille  Davcntriae  hie 
ttendae  in  stationc  sua  ad  ultitnum  vitae  spiritus  fortitcr  persistens  oppctiit  posteris 
■■   iterna  gloria  cognatis  et  afUnibus  magno  sui  desiderio  relicto.    Et  licet  separatis  ac 
'■■  <'rsis  locis  res  ge rentes  Mors  oppresserit.    Hoc  tamen  niaiorum  monumento  utrumque 
nendum  pietatis  erga  opt-Parcntum  atque  Patruutn  tnemor  Kilianus  A  Renselaer  — 
ttnriei  F.  Moerens  curavit. 
Fhese  words  follow:  Tot  Memorie  heeft  Kiliaen  Van  Renselaer  dit  Were  doen  maken 
Van  Renselaer  has  caused  this  work  to  be  done  for  a  memorial).     S.  de  L. 

*■  R.  S. 

'in-  name  is  indexed  in  Oud  Holland  as  Maria  Pafract,  which  is  probably  right,  as 
■  ratts  Dae!  appears  on  the  early  man  of  the  colony.     Richard,  Albert  and  Johannes 
'  tfrotl  were  famous  15th  and  16th  century  printers  at  Deventer. 
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pearls,  articles  of  luxury  and  rarities  of  every  description.  The 
Dutch  jewelers  found  a  ready  market  for  their  valuable  wares  at 
the  imperial  court  and  the  smaller  German  courts. 

And  so  we  find  Kiliacn,  in  March  1608,  taking  care  of  the  busi- 
ness of  van  Bijler  at  Prague.  When  he  writes  to  him  about  it,  he 
takes  the  opportunity  to  impart  some  political  news  concerning  the 
strained  condition  of  affairs  at  that  time  at  the  court  of  the  zealous 
Romanist,  Rudolph  II }  the  lover  of  pomp  and  art,  whose  dominion 
over  his  hereditary  estates  was  disputed  by  his  brother  Matthias 
with  such  success  that,  but  a  few  months  later,  the  Austrian  and 
Hungarian  crowns  slipped  away  from  him,  while  he  could  retain 
the  possession  of  Bohemia  only  by  granting  religious  freedom.  As 
a  contemporaneous  report  from  a  well  informed  observer,  the  fol- 
lowing has  its  value : 

"  Matters  here  at  the  court  are  going  backward  and  are  much 
svorse  than  two  months  ago,  for  His  Majesty  is  much  disturbed  and 
melancholy  because  of  this  Hungarian  and  Austrian  business  and 
no  one  dares  to  speak  to  him  concerning  it,  fearing  disfavor;  where- 
fore he  receives  little  consolation.  His  Majesty  has  taken  30,000 
ducats  in  specie  out  of  his  treasury  and  has  sent  Monsr  dc  Telly 
with  them  10  leagues  from  Vienna  to  enlist  1500  horse  and  3000  foot 
soldiers,  who  have  been  discharged  at  that  place,  and  he  is  enlisting 
more  men  everywhere;  also  here  in  Prague  he  has  secured  500 
horse  for  his  guard  and  protection,  saying  that  he  wishes  to  show 
that  he  is  the  Roman  emperor  ;  and  His  Majesty  once  almost  de- 
termined to  go  to  Presburg  in  person  but  is  now  opposed  to  this. 
Also  the  Hungarians,  the  Austrians,  the  Silesians  and  the  Moravians 
have  made  a  covenant  and  league  together  to  the  effect  that  peace 
with  the  Turks  shall  be  observed,  that  the  archduke  M atthijas  shall 
be  accepted  as  absolute  governor  and  that  religious  peace  shall  be 
maintained ;  they  have  sent  their  envoys  to  England,  Denmark,  the 
Netherlands  and  other  places  to  state  that,  in  their  opinion,  these 
proceedings  have  not  the  least  tendency  to  belittle  His  Majesty's 
person  or  reputation.  They  have  also  24,000  men  in  the  field,  for 
Archduke  M  atthijas  has  opened  the  arsenals  and  put  the  arms  hi 
the  hands  of  the  Hungarians  and  has  written  to  the  Bohemians  that, 
if  they  manifest  enmity  to  him,  he  will  pursue  them  with  fire  and 
sword.  What  will  come  of  all  this,  Go  I  knows;  apparently  civil 
war  will -follow,  if  matters  be  not  speedily  adjusted.  God  give  Hi.* 
Majesty  wisdom  and  understanding  to  direct  this  for  the  best.  Thi' 
Imperial  Diet  at  RatisJbon  refuses  to  grant  any  contribution,  and  th< 
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pope,  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  other  Catholic  princes  dissuade  His 
Majesty  from  consenting  thereto,  which  otherwise  were  the  best." 

A  commercial  house  of  no  less  importance  was  owned  by  Johan 
van  Wely,  a  son  of  one  of  the  sisters  of  Wolfert  van  Bijler.9  He 
also,  as  well  as  his  brother  Willem,  or  Wilhelmo,  who  thoroughly 
understood  diamond  cutting  and  had  earlier  been  engaged  in  it  him- 
self, were  held  in  high  regard  at  the  imperial  court,  where  they 
often  tarried,  as  well  as  by  Prince  Maurice.  Kiliaen  was  also  re- 
lated to  them. 

W  hether  uncle  van  Bijler  gradually  retired  from  business,  con- 
tinuing to  keep  his  eye  on  the  silk-cloth  business  of  his  wife,  Anna 
WiWskens,  and  making  his  nephew  van  Rensselaer  his  successor,  it 
is  difficult  to  say  ;  it  is  certain  that  we  find  Kiliaen  doing  business 
a  few  years  later  under  the  firm  name  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  &  Co. 
His  partner  was  Jacques  I'Hermite,  the  younger,  son  of  the  later 
admiral,  who  married,  in  1613,  Theodora  van  Wely.  The  firms 
combined  under  the  name  of  Jan  van  Wely  &  Co.  February  28. 
1014,  to  deal  in  jewels.  Jan  van  JVelij  contributed  one  half  of  the 
capital,  192,000  guilders,  of  which  van  Rensselaer  had  an  eighth 
share. 

There  is  a  curious  clause  in  the  contract  whereby  the  trade  in 
pices  and  India  goods  was  excluded,  "though  the  appearance  of 
urain  be  great/'  if  not  undertaken  with  every  one's  approval.  This 
-hows  once  more  to  what  degree  the  large  commercial  houses  were 
'■n^aged  in  the  India  trade.  The  contract  stipulated  that  at  the' 
death  of  Jan  van  Wely  the  remaining  members  of  the  firm  should 
c  nvtinue  the  partnership  entered  into  for  six  years.  His  murder, 
therefore,  caused  no  change  in  the  business,  but  it  seems  that  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  van  Rensselaer  at  least  began  again  on  his 
own  account. 

\  man  of,  for  that  time,  such  substantial  fortune,  partner  in  a 
£reat  commercial  house,  might  well  permit  himself  the  luxury  of 
entering  the  married  state.  On  the  23d  of  July,  1616,  we  see  him 
appear  before  the  Commissioners  of  Matrimony  to  ask  for  the 
registration  of  the  banns  of  marriage  with  Hillegond  van  Bijler 
'<i"sdr.}  then  residing  at  Utrecht,  niece  of  the  childless  Wolfert, 
%x"0  had  promised  her  in  advance  a  legacy  amounting  to  12,000 
guilders. 

1  Herl  van  Bijler  was  first  married  to  Clara  I'rocylicx,  of  Ghent,  Trv  1591  he 
irriri]  Cstharina  Bolles,  the  wealthy  widow  of  Fahiacn   dc   Vlict,  in  London,  and  in 

•  >»«  niarricd  acain  at  Amsterdam,  Anna  IFiflekeni,  widow  of  Thomas  Hawkins,  :\ 
rr  drapen    Their  daughter  Elconora  married  Johan. ran  fl'clij  in  1597.    N.  ve  R. 
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In  the  same  year  the  young  husband  purchased  a  couple  of  lots 
on  the  east  side  of  the  recently  dug  Kcizcrsgracht,  between  Hartcn 
and  W. Given  streets,  on  which  he  built  a  house.  To  occupy  this 
house,  on  which  he  hung  out  the  sign  of  "  the  Crossed  Hart,"  he 
left  his  dwelling  on  the  Qudczijds  Voorburgwal. 

Their  happy  married  life  lasted  for  nearly  10  years.  Two  sons, 
Hcndrik,  who  seems  to  have  died  in  childhood,  and  Jchan  van  Rens- 
selaer, baptized  September  4,  1625,  in  the  Oude  Kerk,  were  the 
fruits  of  this  union  and  survived  the  mother,  who  died  and  was 
buried  in  the  Oude  Kerk,  January  1,  1627. 10 

We  have  just  observed  how  even  jewelers,  in  the  first  years  of 
the  opening  East  India  trade,  sought  to  profit  thereby.  The  prac- 
tical spirit  of  the  Dutch  merchant  could  not  fail  to  point  out  to  him 
the  way  to  the  riches  of  the  West  Indies  and  Africa.  During  the 
truce,31  our  merchants  had  sailed  unmolested  to  the  West  Indian 
parts  and  received  no  letters  of  marque  to  take  prizes  from  the 
enemy.  Before  the  war  began  again,  people  realized  that  the  West 
India  trade  might  bring  great  prosperity  to  the  country  and  that 
more  power  might  be  developed  against  the  Spaniard  to  his  greater 
damage,  if  thenceforth  the  merchant  should  no  longer  steer  west- 
ward singly  with  his  armed  ship  or  in  company  with  others,  but  if, 
after  the  manner  of  the  large  and  prosperous  East  India  Company, 
a  company  for  carrying  on  commerce  with  the  West  Indies,  Africa 
and  Australia  could  be  organized,  which  might,  like  the  sister  com- 
pany, act  as  the  war-waging  power  in  -those  parts  and  be  supported 
by  the  treasury,  ships  and  troops  of  the  state. 

After  long  years  of  preparation  the  charter  was  granted,  June  3, 
1621,  and  the  subscription  list  was  opened.  It  is  known  that  sub- 
scriptions did  not  come  in  very  rapidly  at  first  on  account  of  the 
exclusion  of  the  salt  trade  from  the  charter.  When,  however,  this 
difficulty  was  removed,  the  full  amount  was  soon  subscribed. 

The  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  "  because  thence  came  the  most 
money."12  had  the  largest  number  of  directors,  who  were  to  admin- 
ister four  ninths  of  the  entire  capital  of  the  Company.  There  were 
20,  each  of  whom  had  to  contribute  at  least  6000  guilders.  Next 
to  the  board  of  directors,  there  was  a  body  of  chief  participant-, 
each  of  whom  had  the  same  amount  invested  in  the  Company.  They 

10  From  the  inscription  in  the  burial  book  it  is  evident  that  Kiliaen  had  changed  his 
signboard  to  conform  to  his  coat  of  arms,  by  painting  in  a  white  cross.     N.  he  R. 

There  was  a  daughter,  Maria,  born  of  this  union.  She  seems  to  have  died  young. 
Tu-r  name  appears  in  an  old  family  chart,    S.  de  L.  v.  R.  S. 

"Twelve  years'  truce.  1609-21,  between  Spain  and  the  United  Netherlands. 

u  Resolutions  of  Holland  and  West  Friesland,  Sept.  30,   i6.m.     N.  de  R. 
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took  no  part  in  the  daily  management,  yet,  as  the  representatives 
of  the  stockholders,  no  resolutions  of  any  importance  could  be  taken 
without  them.  The  annual  report  and  accounts  were  also  submitted 
to  them.  In  due  time  the  stockholders  were  granted  a  permanent 
representation  in  the  board  of  directors  by  the  stipulation  that  the 
first  two  vacancies  should  be  supplied  from  the  ranks  of  the  chief 
participants.13 

The  first  chief  participant  who  was  thus  received  into  the  Cham- 
ber was  Kiliacn  mm  Rensselaer}*  From  this  it  appears  at  once 
that  he  was  included,  at  the  first  subscription,  among  those  who, 
comprehending  the  vital  importance  of  the  matter,  had  subscribed 
at  least  6000  guilders.  That  his  fellow  stockholders  were  satisfied 
that  they  could  entrust  their  interests  to  no  better  person,  their  con- 
fidence in  him  evinced ;  furthermore,  he  was  generally  known  and 
reported  as  an  unusually  clear-headed  man,  an  able  and  practical 
merchant,  who  did  not  limit  himself  to  his  own  branch  of  trade. 

Unfortunately  we  are  only  able  to  judge  of  his  position  in  the 
important  matters  considered  in  the  meetings  from  a  single  docu- 
ment of  his  own  authorship,  written  a  few  years  after  the  organ- 
ization of  Rensselaerswyck.  This  memorial  was  presented  by  him 
to  the  directors  November  25,  1633.  I  shall  give  it  hereafter  as  an 
appendix.15  It  is  noteworthy  as  a  document  for  the  history  of  the 
Company,  both  because  from  it  we  learn  what  interests  were  to  be 
subdued  before  the  Company  decided  to  establish  a  colony  in  New 
Netherland  and  because  we  find  in  it  the  reason  for  the  partial 
monopoly  of  the  fur  trade  and  the  organization  of  colonies  under 
patroons. 

From  it  we  learn  to  know  van  Rensselaer  as  the  man  who  pro- 
posed to  curtail  the  fur  trade,  in  order  that  the  Company  might  con- 
tinue to  draw  profit  from  it,  which  they  would  lose  in  case  the 
supply  of  skins  should  become  too  great  and  the  animals  should  be 
killed  off  too  fast  by  the  hunting  of  the  savages ;  also  as  the  mar? 
who,  in  connection  therewith,  made  the  plan  to  colonize  New 
Netherland.  not  by  hunters  but  by  farmers,  and  in  this  manner  to 
make  of  it,  as  it  were,  a  station  for  ships  from  the  West  Indie? 

u  Amplification  of  the  charter  of  the  W.  T.  Co.,  Feb.  13,  1623.  N.  de  R.  This  refer- 
ence is  erroneous;  the  Provision  that  the  fust  two  vacancies  should  be  supplied  from  the 
r.'mks  of  the  chief  participants  is  found  in  art.  6  of  the  Agreement  between  the  directors 
tfrtrf  chief  participants,  June  21.  1623,  printed  on  p.  1 26—35. 

1  Agreement  betweert  the  directors  and  chief  participants.  June  21,  1*623,  art.  6,  ir 
connection  with  the  li-*t  of  directors  in  de  Laet's  Jacrliick  Vchacl  ran  de  I'crrichtinghcn 
*cr  \V.  I.  C.    N.  de  R. 

l  '  Printed  on  p.  235-50  of  this  volume.  1 


48 


NEW  YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 


and  Brazi),  where  supplies  of  grain,  cattle  and  provisions  might 
be  obtained  instead  of  returning'  for  them  to  the  mother  country. 
The  Company  would  thereby  be  relieved  of  the  great  expenses  con- 
nected with  a  direct  transportation  of  such  indispensable  articles  to 
these  distant  countries,  which  cost  was  not  met  by  the  profits  of  the 
fur  trade.  He  predicted  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  abandon 
New  Netherland  if  this  course  were  not  adopted.  However  logic- 
ally this  plan  may  have  been  conceived,  there  were  many  even 
among  the  directors  who  drew  great  profits  just  from  the  freighting 
of  the  outgoing  ships  laden  with  all  kinds  of  commodities  for  which 
there  was  demand  in  the  West  Indies  and  Brazil ;  and  who,  esteem- 
ing their  personal  gains  higher  than  the  welfare  of  the  Company, 
pitted  themselves  against  the  plans  of  z'an  Rensselaer.  When,  how- 
ever, he  succeeded  in  gaining  the  favor  of  the  majority  and  in 
causing  a  number  of  farmers  to  emigrate  to  the  island  Manhattas, 
the  minority  found  pleasure  in  being  able  to  point  out  the  fact  that 
matters  in  the  new  farming  colony  did  not  proceed  as  desired. 
They  tried  to  make  van  Rensselaer  suffer  for  this  and  at  the  same 
time  to  force  the  abandonment  of  the  Company's  system  already 
adopted.  They  succeeded  so  far  in  this  that  van  Rensselaer  and  his 
fellow  commissioners  having  special  care  of  the  affairs  of  New 
Netherland  were  obliged  to  take  upon  themselves  the  colonization 
without  expense  to  the  Company,  which  they  said  they  were  not 
disinclined  to  do,  provided  the  Company  would  grant  them  Free- 
doms.10 

Without  allowing  their  own  profit  to  have  the  strongest  influence, 
they  wished  to  extend  the  chance  for  gain  to  each  individual  stock- 
holder. The  greater  the  number  of  colonies  started,  the  better. 
This  was  to  the  interest  of  the  Company.  The  minority,  not  in- 
tending to  allow  the  future  patroons  to  pluck  the  fruits  which  the 
colonies  promised,  haggled  over  the  Freedoms  drafted  by  the  latter 
and  even  desired  tiiat  the  fur  trade  should  be  monopolized  by  the 
Company,  which  had  not  been  the  case  heretofore.  The  majority, 
however,  did  not  consent  to  this  and  adopted  propositions  more 
favorable  to  the  patroons.  The  amount  of  opposition  which  van 
Rensselaer  was  dbltged  to  endure  from  this  minority  is  summed 
up  in  the  memorial  in  detail*  The  fall  of  Zveanendal  and  the  fail- 
ure of  other  colonies  arc  therein  explained. 

"'On  March  -'S.  fc6j>8s  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  were  first  established.  They 
wctc.  liowcvtr.  SO  limited  t hat  thuSc  who  had  felt  inclined  now  declared  themselves  irnlis- 
fttstd  to  organise  colonies  on  that  hasis  and  Urged  other  measures.  After  much  consulta- 
tion more  fa>.  i n  al.le  etrtldftious  w  ere  given.  Oil  June  7,  1629.  See  Appendix  A  TP-  235-50 
of  tit  1^  volume].    K.  w  ft. 
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The  above  facts  are  enough  to  teach  us  to  respect  the  merchant 
who  so  justly  apprehended  the  needs  of  the  Company. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  the  strife  of  these  opinions,  about  a  year 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  that,  on  the  14th  of  December  1627, 
m  the  Nieuzve  Kerk,  he  married  Anna  van  Wely,  daughter  of  his 
[former  partner,  Jan  van  Wely,  and  related  to  himself  as  well  as 
to  his. former  wife.  We  know  that  the  court, jeweler  of  Prince 
Maurice  was  very  rich.  Anna,  who  had  three  brothers,  undoubtedly 
bore  quite  a  fortune  with  her  to  the  altar,  which,  though  she  wedded 
with  marriage  settlements,  served  to  enlarge  the  business  capital 
of  her  husband,  as  did  also  the  inheritance  which  Kiliaen,  as  well  as 
!>oth  his  wives,  received  from  uncle  van  Bijler. 

In  the  meantime  our  jeweler  seems  to  have  conceived  the  idea 
of  bringing  into  cultivation  the  waste  lands  of  his  native  country. 
While,  on  the  one  hand,  in  the  United  Provinces  people  were  gain- 
ing fertile  fields  by  diking  in  and  draining  pools  and  lakes  of  every 
description,  there  were  others  who  expected  far  more  profit  from 
the  reclamation  of  the  heaths.  In  1619,  Doui  Emanuel,  prince  of 
Portugal,  endeavored  to  obtain  a  patent  from  the  States  of  Holland 
for  the  reclamation  of  the  heaths  and  woodlands  of  Gooiland.lCyii 
After  that  had  been  refused  him,  advocate  Ingels  and  his  partners 
had  better  success  and  began  in  1625  the  laying  out  of  's  Graven- 
land. 

W  hether  Rensselaer  also  came  under  the  influence  of  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  it  is  certain  that  in  1620  he  began  the  cultivation  of 
^ome  heath  lands  in  the  Goal,  which  he  continued  after  he  had  be- 
eome  the  owner,  June  16,  1628,  of  the  estate  Crailo,  near  Huizen,11 
to  which  he  added  a  large  stretch  of  mostly  unreclaimed  land.  So, 
at  any  rate,  we  are  informed  by  Jan  Jeremias  van  Rensselaer, 
known  as  a  poet  in  the  second  half  of  the  last  centurv,  in  his 
Kraillo  Hofdicht  (1770). 

To  the  original  success  which  rewarded  his  reclamation  of  the 
andv,  by  no  means  tractable,  soil  of  the  Go oi,  may  be  attributed  the 
'act  that  he  could  discern  no  difficulty  in  beginning  on  a  verv  large 
N|  r'le  an  agricultural  undertaking  on  the  almost  virgin  fields  and 
1 '^ains  of  New  Xetherland,  when,  as  we  have  already  observed,  the 
1  "mpany  decided  according  to  the  second  article  of  their  charter 
to  promote  the  peopling  of  those  fruitful  and  unsettled  parts," 

'  Wstricl  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  province  of  North  Holland,  comprising  the 
s    f,f    N'aarrJrn    and    the    viilages    of    Rlarikum,    Bussum,    's    Grayeland,  flilversum, 

n.  r.aren  and  Mjuiderberg. 
1  ' "wmunicated    hy  .Mr  A.  N.  J.  Fabius,  archivist  of  Xaarden.    X.  de  R. 
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to  allow  the  colonizing  to  be  done  by  private  enterprise,  retaining 
only  that  of  the  island  Manhattas  purchased  in  1626  from  the 
natives. 

In  the  resolution  for  the  organization  of  colonies  by  private  indi- 
viduals, it  was  stipulated18  that  those  who  had  declared  themselves 
disposed  thereto,  might  send  two  persons  thither  to  examine  the 
country.  On  January  13,  1629,  $he  directors,  Samuel  Godijn, 
Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer  and  Samuel  Blommacrt,  had  already  re- 
quested that  it  be  noted  that,  as  they  intended  to  plant  colonies,  they 
would  send  Gilles  H onset,  sailor,  and  Jacob  Jansen,  cooper,  to  New 
Netherland,  in  order  to  report  what  they  should  find.  The  follow- 
ing directors  presented  themselves  successively  as  patroons :  Michiel 
Pauzc  van  Achtiienhoven }  over  the  region  bordering  on  the  river 
Sickenames  (June  7)  ;  Godijn,  the  region  bordering  on  the  west- 
side  of  the  South  River  (June  29)  ;  Pauw  again,  the  island  Fer- 
nando Moronho  (October  15)  ;  Albert  Cocnractsz  Burgh,  the  island 
of  St  Vincent  (October  22)  ;  Burgh  again,  the  region  on  the  east 
side  of  the  bay  of  the  South  River,  over  against  Godijn  (November 
I,  1629)  ;  Blommaert,  the  region  on  the  Fresh  River,  which  lie  im- 
mediately christened  Blommaerts  River  (November  16)  ;  Kiliacn  van 
Rensselaer,  the  region  on  the  North  River  above  and  below  Fort 
Orange  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  including  the  islands  therein,  and 
downwards  as  far  as  was  resolved  by  the  Assembly  (November 
19)  ;  Pauze  again,  a  region  on  the  North  River  westwards  including 
Machackmachoors  land  and  the  Flamelshoofdcn  on  the  east  side 
(January  10.  1630)  ;10  Blommaert  again,  one  of  the  islands,  St. 
Martin  or  Barbados  (April  17)  ;  Godijn  again,  the  island  Tortugo 
(August  28,  1630)  ;  van  Rensselaer  again,  the  island  du  Sable,  43^ 
or  440  north  (November  7).  All  these  persons  sat  as  commis- 
sioners for  New  Netherland  affairs. 

In  the  Chamber  of  Zealand,  six  persons  declared  themselves  as 
patroons:  Johan  de  Moor,  for  Tabago  and  the  territory  of  the 
Amazon;  Abraham  van  de  Ferrc,  for  Berbice;  Claude  Provost  foi 
Cajana;  Jan  van  Rien  for  Quaro,  and  Jan  van  der  Goes  for 
Fsscquebo. 

We  must  now  inquire  what  conditions  the  Company  had  granted 
that  caused  the  aforesaid  persons  to  decide  to  undertake  the  coloniz- 
ing of  these  partly  inhabited,  partly  wild,  lands. 

"This  stipulation  was  repeated  in  art,  i  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions.    X.  ok  R. 
''•'The  bounds  of  the  colony  of  Pavonia  as  here  given  are  incorrect.    Sec  registration 
of  the  colony  on  p.  158. 
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The  patroons  agreed  eacli  to  send  50  persons,  above  the  age  of 
15,  to  their  respective  dominions  within  four  years  after  their  ap- 
plication as  patroons.  The  concession  would  lapse  in  case  this 
condition  were  not  fulfilled.  The  patroons  of  the  colonies  on  the 
North  River  recognized  the  staple-right  of  the  Company  on  the 
island  Majihattcs  and  the  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade  in  those  regions 
where  the  Company  had  cod:  mi  sen.20  They  declared  that  they  would 
abstain  from  the  weaving  of  woolen,  linen  and  cotton  goods. 

They  were  also  under  obligation  to  purchase  of  the  natives  those 
lands  which  belonged  to  them  and  were  within  the  bounds  of  the 
colony,  as  the  Company  itself,  and  to  collect  funds  for  the  support 
of  a  minister  and  schoolmaster,  and  finally  they  were  to  conform  to 
a  general  scheme  of  government  to  be  framed  by  the  Nineteen. 

Over  against  these  obligations,  truly  not  severe,  stood  far-reach- 
ing rights  of  deep  significance. 

Of  the  whole  dominion  assigned  to  them,  which  they  might  ex- 
tend, if  they  chose,  to  four  leagues  along  the  coast  or  along  one 
side  of  a  river  and  two  leagues  along  both  sides  of  such  a  river, 
and  as  far  inland  as  the  situation  would  allow,  and  which  they 
might  exchange  for  another  if  it  proved  little  adapted  for  colonizing 
and  farming,  the  patroons  would  be  sole  proprietors,  as  also  of 
whatever  the  land  might  prove  to  contain,  such  as  mines,  marble 
quarries,  precious  stones  and  metals.  Over  this  dominion,  which 
they  should  hold  as  a  perpetual  fief  from  the  Company,  they  should 
have  jurisdiction  in  optima  forma,  including. power  of  capital  pun- 
ishment, save  for  appeal  to  the  director  and  councilors  in  New 
Xetherland  in  matters  above  50  guilders,  and  should  also  have  the 
right  of  appointing  magistrates.  Further  they  should  possess  all 
manorial  privileges,  the  rights  of  hunting,  fowling  and  fishing,  and 
the  right  of  the  wind.  The  colon}-  first  settled  on  a  river  or  on 
an  island  should  have  control ;  while  later  colonies  could  appoint 
councilors  to  manage  affairs  relating  to  the  common  welfare. 

The  colonists,  and  the  wares  which  they  might  desire  to  bring 
over,  would  be  carried  going  and  coming  by  the  ships  of  the  Com- 
pany at  a  moderate  tariff.  Cattle  and  farm  implements  would  be 
conveyed  without  any  charges.  In  case  there  were  no  ships  ready, 
the  patroons  might  use  their  own  vessels,  provided  they  took  on 
IjQajrcl  an  officer  of  the  Company,  bearing  the  title  of  "assistant." 

Elsewhere  tl'»s  trade  was  free,  but  the  Company  taxed  each  skin,  whether  of  beaver, 
•ft!*  or  mink  at  |he  rate  of  one  guilder!     The  importation  of  beaver  and  otter  skins 
»«|wmtcd  in   1624  to  470.);   in  1625  t<»  5-58;   in   1^26  to  Si 30;  and  in   1627,  when  the 
*v*rage  value  had  dropped  from  six  guilders  to  1.60  guilders,  to  7890.     N.  r>F.  R. 
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They  might  track  along  the  entire  American  coast  from  Florida 
to  Newfoundland  if,  on  returning  with  their  cargo,  they  recognized 
the  staple-right  of  the  Company  by  the  payment  of  five  per  cent  on 
the  goods  which  were  to  be  shipped  to  Holland.  The  cod  fishery 
was  excepted.  They  might  ship  the  entire  catch  directly  to  neutral 
lands  under  the  supervision  of  a  supercargo  of  the  Company.  Of 
prizes  taken  from  the  enemy  they  were  to  enjoy  two  thirds  and  the 
Company  the  rest.  The  colonists  were  not  required  to  pay  any 
import  duties  whatever  to  the  Company  for  the  first  ten  years.  The 
Company  was  not  to  deprive  the  patroons  of  any  of  their  settlers 
and  was  even  to  seize  and  deliver  up  those  who  had  run  away.  The 
Company  also  promised  protection  against  civil  and  foreign 
enemies ;  for  which  purpose  it  would  strengthen  the  fort  at  the 
Manhatlas;  while  it  would  also  provide  the  patroons  with  as  many 
negroes  as  possible,  without,  however,  being  bound  thereto. 

To  the  supreme  government  in  New  Netherland,  consisting  of 
director  and  council,  the  colonies  along  each  river  and  on  the  islands 
might  [each]  send  an  agent  to  care  for  the  common  interests.  This 
board  must  further  be  kept  informed  by  a  detailed  annual  report 
of  the  condition  of  each  colony. 

This  constitution  for  the  patroonship  regulated  the  affairs  in  New 
Netherland  largely  in  the  spirit  of  the  middle  ages,  which  in  the 
fatherland  still  spoke  in  the  feudal  system.  The  patroons  were 
mighty  vassals  who  were  represented  before  the  lieutenant  of  the 
feudal  lords  by  their  ambassadors,  the  agents,  and  granted  their 
own  fief  in  mesne  tenure  to  the  colonists.  It  does  not  surprise  us 
at  all,  therefore,  that  so  many  desired  to  establish  themselves  in  the 
New  World  as  potentates  of  such  importance.  It  would  appear, 
however,  to  have  been  by  no  means  an  easy  task. 

The  minority  of  which  I  have  just  spoken  had,  on  the  ratification 
of  the  Freedoms,  succeeded  in  gaining,  besides  the  restriction  of 
the  fur  trade,  still  another  clause  by  means  of  which  it  was  possible 
for  others  than  the  patroons.  though  on  a  much  smaller  scale,  to 
become  owners  of  land  in  the  new  colony. 

In  distinction  from  the  colonists  or  colonizers,  such  immigrants 
were  called  freemen  or  free  merchants.  Whoever  desired  to  em- 
bark for  New  Netherland  in  this  capacity  could  obtain  there  from 
the  director  and  council  what  land  they  chose  and  as  much  as  they 
could  cultivate,  provided  they  remained  at  a  distance  of  eight 
leagues  from  the  colonies  of  the  patroons.  They  were  also  allowed 
to  engage  in  fishing  and  to  establish  salt  works,  and  would  enjoy 
the  firoteetion  of  the  Company. 
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That  must  have  encouraged  all  those  who  felt  themselves  in- 
clined to  the  state  of  colonists  and  were  without  means  and  without 
any  credit  with  their  more  wealthy  friends.  Every  one  who  could 
simply  pay  his  passage  and  was  able  to  supply  himself  with  the 
most  necessary  articles  was  promised,  by  the  prospect  of  land- 
holding  in  the  New  World,  a  certain  prosperity  which  he  could  not 
expect  to  attain  in  his  native  land. 

Not  a  few  offered  themselves  to  go  as  freemen  far  across  the  sea. 
The  patroons,  however,  had  apparently  some  trouble  in  enlisting 
the  required  number  of  colonists,  so  that  the  failure  of  the  pro- 
jected colonies  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  this  fact. 

That  van  Rensselaer  knew  how  to  meet  these  difficulties  is  due 
undoubtedly  to  his  earnest  perseverance  and  energy,  perhaps  also 
to  the  more  liberal  conditions  of  his  grant,  but  surely  also  to  the 
more  favorable  circumstances  which  gave  him  an  advantage  over 
the  other  patroons. 

Owner  of  extensive  lands  in  the  sandy  Gooi  and.  moreover,  of 
family  estates  in  the  not  much  more  fruitful  Veluwef20a  where  num- 
bers of  relatives  were  landowners  and  struggled  to  subsist  on 
meager  means,  his  agents  needed  to  employ  but  little  persuasion 
to  induce  some  Gooiers  and  Veluzvers  to  migrate  to  more  fruitful 
regions  where  the  battle  with  the  soil  for  subsistence  would  be  less 
severe.  We  should  also  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  he  might 
depend  on  the  indirect  support  of  his  nephew  IV outer  van  TzciHer,21 
who  had  been  appointed  director  of  New  Netherland  in  1632,  and 
with  whom  he  engaged  in  friendly  correspondence  at  a  time  when, 
in  the  fatherland,  the  directors  opposed  the  patroons  in  every  way. 

The  report  of  the  agents  sent  out  had  not  been  unfavorable, 
rhey  had  selected  for  van  Rensselaer  an  extensive  domain  on  both 
sides  of  the  North  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Orange,  which  ex- 
tended 24  miles  in  length,  40  miles  in  breadth  and  covered  a  surface 
of  700,000  bunders.1--  Since  1625,  no  colonists  lived  in  or  near  the 
fort.  The  location  was  chosen  with  care  with  regard  to  the  fort, 
because  in  case  of  danger  it  would  be  a  sure  point  of  defense  and 

Northwestern  part  of  the  province  of  Gelderlancl. 

:'  Van  Twitter  was  the  son  of  Maria,  the  sister  of  Kiliaen.    N.  de  R. 

"The  statement  is  apparently  taken  from  O'Callaghan;  History  of  New  Netherland, 
1*124;  the  miles  are  English  miles  and  Mr  de  Roever  has  erroneously  used  bunder, 
equivalent  to  two  acres,  as  translation  of  acre.  Elsewhere,  when  miles  are  referred  to 
»y  Mr  de  Roever,  Dutch  miles  are  meant  and  the  word  lias  been  translated  leagues. 
O'CaMaghaw's  statement,  while  fairly  describing  the  extent  of  the  colony  under  the 
latent  of  Nov.  4,  1685,  does  not  agree  with  the  facts  in  1632.  As  explained  in  a  foot- 
note on  p.  167,  the  land  embraced  by  the  first  two  purchases  of  Aug.  13,  1630,  and 
May  1631  was  almost  entirely  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 
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retreat  and  its  garrison  would  be  very  likely  to  inspire  the  natives 
with  awe  and  fear,  sufficient  to  restrain  them  from  attacking  the 
colonists,  certain  as  they  might  be  of  being  pursued  by  the  soldiers 
who  were  well  armed,  though  few  in  number.  In  this  manner  van 
Rensselaer  employed  the  troops  of  the  Company  more  or  less  as 
coadjutors  to  his  colonizing  plans.  Moreover,  he  would  derive 
profit  from  provisioning  the  garrison  of  over  25  men.  He  estimated 
their  annual  support  at  100  guilders  per  capita.  Furthermore,  the 
fort  would  become  an  easily  reached  market  place  for  the  colonists, 
where  they  could  maintain  communication  with  the  outer  world.  He, 
therefore,  ever  exerted  himself  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with 
the  commander  of  the  garrison  and  the  authorities  within  the  walls. 
Little  could  he  suspect  that  just  from  thus  source,  through  altered 
relations,  all  manner  of  unpleasantnesses  and  difficulties  would  arise. 

His  first  act  must  now  be  to  obtain  possession  of  the  land  for  his 
colony  from  the  Mahikans,  the  original  owners,  who  had  never  been 
willing  to  sell  their  territory,  not  even  the  ground  of  Fort  Orange. 
After  they  had  been  involved,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
commis  Daniel  van  Krickenbeeh,  in  a  bloody  war  with  their  neigh- 
bors, the  Maqitas,  and  were  defeated  in  1629,  they  were  found  ready 
to  dispose  of  their  possessions. 

Two  officers  of  the  West  India  Company  in  Fort  Orange,  Bas- 
tiaen  Jans::  Crol  and  Dirk  Cornclisz  Duyster,  specially  empowered 
thereto  by  writing  of  January  12,  1630,  purchased  the  following 
ApriP  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  We 
learn  from  this  writing  how  this  was  to  be  done.  They  were  to 
make  payment  to  the  chiefs  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  nation,  in 
merchandise  which  they  should  purchase  for  his  account  from  the 
Company,  and  the  deed  should  be  acknowledged  by  the  chiefs  at  the 
Manliattans  in  the  presence  of  the  director  and  council.  Van  Rens- 
selaer gave  his  preference  for  flat  timberless  land,  of  which  they 
should  purchase  as  much  as  they  could  obtain  as  far  as  five  leagues 
on  both  sides  of  the.  fort.24 

Housset  increased  this  territory,  in  August,  by  tracts  of  land  on 
the  right  bank,  located  above  and  below  Fort  Orange,  and  also  by 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  It  was  also  extended  by  deeds 
of  purchase  of  May  1631  and  April  13,  1637. 

The  good  understanding  between  the  patroons  of  the  Amsterdam 

23  M.  de  Roever  here  follows  O'Callaghan,  who  erroneously  refers  t6  the  purchase  of 
1631  as  occurring  in  April  1630.  The  date:  of  the  certificate  is  May  1631,  which  is  given 
hy  Mr  de  Roever  as  that  of  a  distinct  purchase.     Cf.  note  on  p.  182. 

-*  Cf.  note  on  p.  159. 
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Chamber  left  nothing  to  be  desired;  Burgh,  Godijn,  Blommacrt  and 
van  Rensselaer,  before  signifying  to  tiie  directors  their  willingness 
to  start  colonies,  made  an  agreement  to  work  the  projected  colonies 
on  joint  account,  each  under  the  direction  of  one  of  them.25  They 
could,  in  consequence,  soon  register  such  of  their  colonies  as  they 
had  made  preparations  to  establish.20  Three  persons  should  each 
have  a  one  fifth  share  m  each  colony,  while  the  fourth  should  re- 
ceive the  remaining  two  fifths,  take  the  responsibility  for  its  man- 
agement and  exercise  the  rights  of  pa.tr con.27  The  patroons  were 
to  act  in  concert,  with  this  understanding,  that  the  managing  patroon 
had  the  disposal  of  all  sums  amounting  to  less  than  2000  guilders, 
while  a  majority  of  votes  was  required  for  sums  up  to  4000 
guilders,  with  unanimity  regarding  expenditures  above  the  latter 
figures. 

On  account  of  the  disputes  between  the  directors  and  the  patroons, 
the  colony  under  the  management  of  Blommacrt  "  was  not  started 
but  remained  at  a  standstill  "  while  those  under  Godijn  and  Burgh, 
"  after  the  work  had  been  begun,"  were  "  finally  sold  to  the  West 
India  Company."28 

Only  the  colony  which  was  managed  by  van  Rensselaer  continued 
to  exist  under  the  patroons.  His  share  in  this,  as  we  have  said, 
amounted  to  two  fifths.  He  successively  purchased  from  the  heirs 
of  Godijn,  among  whom  were  Jacob  and  Hcndrik  Trip,  the  latter's 
share,  so  that  he  soon  became  the  owner  of  three  fifths.  The  two 
other  shares  remained,  partly  in  the  hands  of  Blommacrt  and  partly 
in  the  hands  of  others,  Adam  Bcssels,  Johannes  de  Lact  and  Tous- 
saint  Muyssaert,  the  last  two  being  in  the  place  of  Burgh,  so  that 
ultimately  each  of  them  owned  one  tenth. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  each  colony  depended  upon  its  man- 
ager, who  must,  in  the  first  place,  comply  with  the  stipulations  of 
the  Company.  In  accordance  with  one  of  these,  12  or  13  colonists 
must  be  transported  to  Rensselaerswyck  before  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, 1630.  There  seems  to  have  been  some  difficulty  in  se- 
curing even  this  number,  and  when  they  were  found  and  had  ratified 

25  Pomv  did  not  enter  into  this  agreement  for  his  colony  Pavonia.  There  is  nolhin7, 
however,  to  mark  any  unfriendly  relation  with  the  other  patroons.    N.  de  R. 

25  See  Appendix  A  fp.  235-50  of  this  volume]  in  regard  to  the  fate  of  Tortuga,  the 
colonies  on  the  bay  of  the  South  River,  and  the  proposed  colony  on  the  island  du  Sable. 
N.  de  R. 

27  In  the  beginning  they  seem  to  have  had  another  division,  to  which  a  contract,  dated 
Oct.  1,  1630,  refers.    N.  de  R. 

28  The  cause  of  this  is  explained  by  van  Rensselaer  in  the  Memorial,  Appendix  A 
fp-  235-50  of  this  volume]. 

The  colony  Pazonia  is  not  considered  in  this  account.    N.  de  R. 
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the  notarial  contract  by  signature  and  mark,  and  some  times  even 
the  copy  in  the  Letter  Book  of  the  patroon,  and  had  received  their 
advance,  it  often  happened  that  even  then  some  would  desert  when 
the  lighter  was  about  to  depart. 

An  agricultural  colony  without  cattle  was  an  impossibility.  It 
required  careful  planning  to  provide  the  cheapest  way  of  transport- 
ing animals  in  order  to  enable  the  colonists  to  engage  in  farming. 
14  If  I  can  get  no  animals,  I  shall  not  succeed  in  bringing  over  50 
persons,"  exclaimed  van  Rensselaer  in  one  of  his  letters.29  He  had 
thus  to  be  constantly  on  the  lookout  to  obtain  them  wherever  he 
could.  The  transportation  of  cattle  proved  extremely  expensive  and 
little  effective,  since,  not  to  mention  the  loss  on  shipboard,  many 
died  in  their  new  home.  The  Company,  though  bound  by  the  Free- 
doms to  allow  the  carrying  of  cattle,  did  not  make  this  easy  for  the 
patroons  and  only  provided  stalls  for  the  cattle  on  deck.  We 
willingly  believe  that  they  needed  the  entire  hold  for  their  own 
cargoes. 

Van  Rensselaer  now,  with  true  merchant  shrewdness,  made  use 
of  a  defect  in  the  conditions  under  which  the  colonists  of  the  Com- 
pany had  settled  on  the  island  of  Manhattans.  He  caused  Rutger 
Kendriksz,  from  So  est,30  one  of  his  colonists,  to  rent  one  of  the  eight 
farms  at  that  place;  took  upon  himself  the  payment  of  the  Com- 
pany's equity;  ordered  the  land,  which  had  not  yet  been  cultivated, 
to  be  farmed ;  and  assumed  the  payment  of  the  sum  in  lieu  of  which 
the  farmer,  after  the  lapse  of  six  years,  would  have  become  owner 
of  the  four  horses  and  the  cattle  (4  cows,  2  heifers,  6  sheep  and  6 
hogs,  which  had  been  provided  by  the  Company  for  each  farm), 
with  the  result  that  the  Company  could  not  prevent  him  from  trans- 
porting these  animals  to  his  colony.  At  the  same  time  he  made  a 
contract  with  Wolfert  Gerritsz,  from  Amcrsfoort,  a  colonist  at  the 
Manhattans,  who  was  temporarily  in  the  fatherland,  binding  him  to 
settle  during  a  few  months  of  each  year  at  Rensselaerswyck,  in  order 
to  plant  and  sow,  and  at  the  same  time,  whenever  young  cattle  were 
offered  for  sale  in  New  Netherland,  to  buy  them  on  hib  account. 
Together  with  Wolfert  and  Rutger  emigrated  Brant  Peclen,  from 
Nijkerk,  Roelof  Jansc,  from  Maasterland,31  the  latter  like  Rutger, 

29  Letter  to  r<irt  Ttvillcr,  July  27.  1632   [p.  220-34],     N.  de  R. 

30  See  introduction  p.  27  for  statement  regarding  form  of  names  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  volume.  "  ■ 

ai  In  the  Van  Rensselaer  Bon  ier  Mss,  in  the  Renssclaersivyck  Mss  and  in  the  N.  Y. 
Col.  Mss,  invariably  written  Masterlant,  Masterlandt  or  Masterland ;  not  Maasterland  or 
Maestcrlund ,  as  spelled  by  Mr  de  Roever  and  other  writers.  Macstcrland  occurs  ii. 
Croat  Placaet  Bocck,  1:724,  y.:6,  741,  238,4,  2306,  24.38  and  8:1248.  in  connection  with 
the  herring  fishery  and  has  reference  to  Marstrand,  on  a  small  island  off  the  coast  of 
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,i>  farmer  on  one  of  the  projected  farmsteads.,  a  number  of  farm 
bands  and  a  shepherd  for  the  13  sheep,  which  were  entrusted  to 
■heir  care  during  the  voyage. 

Since,  as  it  appears,  more  cattle  were  transported  by  the  Com- 
pany than  they  needed  on  their  eight  farms,  he  agreed  with  Michiei 
Pautv  that  each  should  take  half  of  them.  Thus  again  he  obtained 
eight  horses  and  seven  ccv/s.  He  brought  about  all  this  in  Jan- 
uary 1630. 

Now  he  must  think  about  establishing  farmsteads.  Under  the 
direction  of  Wolfcrt  and  the  supervision  of  Bastiaen  Crol,  commis 
at  Fort  Orange,  the  first  farm  was  to  be  laid  out ;  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  laborers  of  the  Company,  who  were  put  at  his 
disposal  by  the  director  P icier  Minuijt  for  compensation,  houses, 
barns,  hay-barracks,  sheep-cotes  and  also  a  boat  were  to  be  built 
and  bricks  and  tiles  baked. 

In  a  short  time  two  were  ready,  viz,  Reusselaersburg  and  Laets- 
burg.  It  seemed  that  the  affairs  of  the  patroon  and  his  colony  were 
w  ell  launched.  The  good  understanding  between  him  and  the  local 
authorities  in  New  Netherland  who  naturally  followed  the  orders 
of  their  superiors,  the  directors  in  the  fatherland,  conduced  strongly 
to  this  end. 

In  January  163 1,  he  sent  Marimis  Adriaenss,  from  Vccrc,  with 
-'•nie  assistants  as  tobacco  planters,  and  in  July  of  the  same  year 
/  aureus  Laureusz,  from  Kopeuhareu,  was  sent,  with  another  North- 
man, to  run  the  sawmill  and  grist-mill;  also  a  number  of  laborers 
and  eight  or  ten  calves. 

Now  let  us  see  what  terms  he  offered  to  his  colonists.  That 
he  did  not  value  each  individual  equally  goes  without  saying.  The 
persons  whom  he  appointed  as  managers  of  the  farmsteads  or 
farmers  received  during  two  or  three  years  before  the  farm  could 
be  considered  to  be  in  good  working  order,  150  to  180  guilders. 
I  ne  patroon  defrayed  the  expense  connected  with  the  farm  and  pro- 
vided cattle,  wagons  and  implements,  besides  farm  hands  who  re- 
ceived from  40  to  90  guilders  and  a  boy  whose  hire  amounted  to 
!r,,m  25  to  40  guilders,  and  these,  during  the  time  o.f  their  contract, 

'  f  '■'      near  Gotehorj?.      (See   Woordcnboek  der  Nedcrlandsche  tacil,   b:z2\o;  map  of 
'  "mark  in  John  Speed,  Theatre  of  the  Empire  of  Great  Britain     .     .     .    with  a  pros- 
■  of  the  most  famous  parts  of  the  world,  London  1676:  and  Paskaert  van  t'  Schager 
door   C.   J.    Voogt,    Geometra,    't    Amsterdam    by   loan  ties    i'an  Kculen 
■'•■<]  '.    If.  ns  may  be  presumed,  Masterland  is  the  same  as  Maesterland,  it  is'interesting 
ft*>te  that  Roelof  Jansz  as  well  as  his  wife,  the  well  known  Annekc  Tans  —  whose 
tTt    '''in  Jonns,  appears  in  a  fragment  of  an  account  of  New  Amsterdam,  1639, 
the  Rensselaerswycl;  Mss,  as  Trijn  Jonas  ran  Masterlan[d]  —  were  probably  not 
' '  »,rli.  but  Swedes. 
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usually  three  to  four  years,  received  an  annual  raise  of  from  10 
to  20  guilders  and  board,  which  was  paid  by  the  patroon.  In  the 
beginning  they  were  to  do  every  tiling  needed  as  well  as  they  could 
with  the  help  of  the  workmen  of  the  Company.  When  the  farm 
was  once  in  full  swing.,  then  other  regulations  came  in  force.  The 
clear  gains,  after  deducting  the  wages  of  the  farm  hands,  were  di- 
vided biennially  between  the  patroon  and  the  tenant.  The  former 
remained  owner  of  the  cattle  but  their  increase  was  again  divided. 
With  the  animals  thus  obtained,  the  patroon  could  start  a  new  farm, 
while  he  could  purchase  the  tenant's  half  of  the  cattle  according  to 
the  Company's  tariff  and  the  crops  according  to  market  price  at 
the  Manhattans.  The  mechanics  who  emigrated  as  colonists  re- 
ceived about  as  much  as  the  masters  of  the  farms  but  were  to  be 
lodged  by  them  and  their  board  was  charged  to  the  patroon.  When- 
ever they  were  employed  by  others,  the  patroon  was  to  receive  one 
half  of  their  earnings.  Some  of  the  colonists  were  to  pay  their  own 
passage ;  the  less  important  as  a  rule,  not.  Small  advantages  in  the 
shape  of  advance  money  and  presents  were  enjoyed  by  all.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  terms  became  gradually  more  favorable 
to  the  colonists.    I  mention  here  only  the  contracts  of  the  first  years. 

Between  1630  and  1632  he  transported  to  Rensselaerswyck  on 
these  terms,  in  the  first  year  10  and  in  the  two  succeeding  years  12 
persons,  not  counting  children.  About  one  third  came  from  the 
Gcoi  and  the  Veluwe.  A  few  were  secured  on  the  Manhattans, 
where  might  always  be  found  people  whose  contracts  had  expired 
or  who  had  not  succeeded,  and  some  negroes  naturally  belonged  to 
the  number.32 

The  relations  between  the  directors  of  the  Amsterdam  Chamber 
and  the  patroons,  however,  gradually  became  less  favorable  for 
the  latter.  I  have  already  spoken  of  the  minority  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  colonization.  They  allege;!  that  the  patroons'  aim  was 
to  monopolize  the  fur  trade  and  thus  to  injure  the  Company.  The 
falsehood  of  this  charge  is  clearly  shown  by  the  nature  of  the  colony 
of  ran  Rensselaer,  and  furthermore  by  the  contracts  made  with 
the  colonists,  which  prohibited  the  fur  trade.  He  writes  on  July  20, 
1632.  to  Dtiyster,  "I  have  forbidden  my  people  the  fur  trade;  al- 
though, according  to  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  Freedoms,  I  have 
as  much  right  as  others,  yet  I  have  done  this  in  order  to  avoid  dis- 
pute with  the  Company." 3:1     Notwithstanding  the  honest  inten- 


32  In  Appendix  O,  I  give  a  list:  of  the  persons  sent  by  the  patroon  to  his  colony  until 
if>;4-     N.  RE  R.     See  statement  in  introduction,  p.  32,  regarding  this  list. 


VAN  RENSSELAER   BOWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


59 


tions  of  Kiliaen,  the  minority  increased,  It  appears  that  they  found 
their  spokesman  in  Marcus  de  Vogelaer,  and  that  among  others 
his  side  was  supported  by  the  directors  Cornells  Bicker,  Guiliam 
Bartolotti,  Hendrik  Brocn,  Hendrik  Hamel,  Marcus  van  Valcken- 
burgh,  Simon  van  dcr  Docs  and  Abraham  Ovens.  On  account  of 
the  biennial  retirement  of  one  third  of  the  directors  of  the  Amster- 
dam Chamber,  a  temporary  change  took  place  in  the  management.34 
The  minority  suddenly  grew  to  a  majority  and  meant  to  make  their 
influence  tell. 

At  the  Manhattans,  the  Company's  young  colony,  matters  were 
not  going  as  well  as  might  be  wished.  This  the  opponents  of  the 
colonization  ascertained,  but  the  Company  had  already  gone  too  far 
to  abandon  the  colony. 

Colonial  progress  was  crippled  by  the  bad  relations  among  the 
local  authorities.  They  neglected  the  Company's  interests  in  mu- 
tual disputes.35  The  factions  each  found  their  sympathizers  at  Am- 
sterdam. The  director  Picter  Miniiyt,  who  had  gradually  gained 
the  patroons'  friendship.30  was  now  worsted  by  the  intriguing  secre- 
tary, Johan  van  Rcmundc,  supported  by  de  Vogelaer,  who  had  be- 
come commissioner  for  New  Netherland  affairs,  and  his  party. 
The  secretary  had  reported  so  many  grievances,  both  true  and  false, 
in  his  letters,  that  the  directors  seemed  to  judge  it  advisable  to  hear 
him  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  number  -of  their  officers,  who  under 
the  circumstances  may  well  have  apprehended  that  their  summons 
was  the  precursor  of  the  discharge  awaiting-them  in  the  fatherland. 
This  happened  about  the  middle  of  163 1.  The  party  of  van  Rens- 
selaer had  still  influence  enough  to  bring  about  the  promotion  as 
director  in  the  place  of  Mimiyt,  of  the  commis  at  Fort  Orange, 
P>astiaen  Crol,  whom  we  have  learned  to  know  as  the  patroon's 
agent. 

In  the  meantime,  while  months  passed  in  hearing  and  rehearing 
the  recalled  officers.  Kiliaen  was  contending  with  difficulties  of  every 
kind  in  Rensselaerswyck.  One  of  his  two  new  farmsteads  was 
burned;  Marinus,  the  tobacco  planter,  seemed  none  too  well  fitted 
«or  his  task:  his  colonists  had  needed  so  much  grain  for  their  own 
use  that  one  farm  lacked  winter  seed,  and  besides,  his  account  with 
the  Company  for  goods  delivered  had  become  very  heavy.    But  he 

I  tin  Rensselaer  appears  also  in  1631  to  have  resigned  as  director.    N.  df.  R. 

l!:e  letter  (given  as  Appendix  D  \p.  169-70  of  this  volume"!)  from  "Simon  Dirks? 
■  colonial  councilor,  to  van  Rensselaer  is  important  for  the  knowledge  of  matters  there. 
!*.  »■  R. 

Above  mentioned  letter  to  zan  Twiller,    N.  dc  R. 
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could  surmount  all  these  hindrances,  since,  from  the  reports  ren- 
dered, he  perceived  that  the  fields  promised  abundant  harvests 
and,  although  he  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  idea  of  building 
a  sawmill,  his  grist-mill  would  be  the  only  one  in  all  New  Nether- 
land.  If  his  cattle  were  to  furnish  dairy  products  sufficient  for  his 
own  use  and  that  of  the  garrison  at  the  fort,  there  would  not  be 
many  animals  left  for  slaughter,  but  .this  difficulty  would  be  [more 
than]  met  by  the  natives  who  would  gladly  barter  for  dairy  products 
such  large  quantities  of  venison  that  his  colonists  [after  supplying 
their  own  wants]  would  have  enough  to  smoke  and  salt  it  and  make 
of  it  an  article  of  merchandise  at  the  Manhattans. 

The  patroon's  endurance  was,  however,  to  be  still  more  severely 
tested.  Rcmundc  had  won  his  suit  before  the  directors.  He  re- 
turned to  the  new  fatherland  in  his  old  dignity.  Crol,  who  seems 
also  to  have  given  cause  for  dissatisfaction,  although,  as  we  shall 
see,  he  had  served  the  interests  of  the  Company,  as  he  understood 
them,  in  opposition  to  those  of  van  Rensselaer,  was  recalled  and 
W outer  van  Twiller,  chiefly  because  advocated  by  Burgh,  Read  and 
dc  la  Mync,  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  Though  this  appointment 
could  not  but  be  agreeable  to  the  patroon,  his  uncle,  he  must  have 
been  less  pleased  that  Dirk  Cornelisz  Duyster,  commis  at  Fort 
Orange,  was  to  make  room  for  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  his 
adversaries,  Hans  Jorisz  Hunthnm,  a  man  who  had  traded  with  the 
natives  at  that  place  in  former  years,  and  who,  by  a  shameful  cruelty 
committed  on  one  of  the  chiefs,  had  made  himself  much  hated  by 
the  MaquasF 

The  disputes  were  not  checked  by  this  appointment ;  but  other 
combatants  appeared  in  the  lists,  which  were  now  opened  anew  at 
the  Manhattans,  to  the  injury  of  the  Company's  affairs. 

On  his  side  the  patroon  again  availed  himself  of  favorable  cir- 
cumstances. Pieter  Minuyt,  who  had  grievances  enough  against 
the  Company,  agreed  in  July  1632  to  sell  him  a  number  of  his  cattle ; 
the  rest  were  to  remain  on  his  farm,  of  which  van  Tzvilter  took 
possession.  Pieter  Bijlvelt,  one  of  the  recalled  councilors,  did  the 
same.  They  both  wrote  the  agreements  in  the  Letter  Book  of  van 
Rensselaer  with  their  own  hands.    The  purchase  of  the  whole  in- 

37  Hunt  hum  was  undoubtedly  a  brother  of  the  founder  of  the  family  of  the  same  name 
at  Amsterdam,  which  became  later  very  important  through  the  fur  trade,  and  a  branch 
of  which  built  the  house,  ih-  Bor.tr  Mantel,  on  the  Heerengracht,  later  occupied  hy  the 
T.lind  Institute.  Hunt  hum  was  already,  before  the  charter  of  the  W.  I.  C,  a  licensed 
trader  in  and  about  those  regions.  He  caused  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  the 
M aquas  to  he  put  to  death  by  emasculating  him. 

Deposition  June  .30,  1634,  before  Notary  /.  v.  d.  Ven  [p.  302].    N.  pe  R. 
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vcntory  of  the  farm  of  Bijhclt  soon  followed  and  van  Twitter 
agreed  to  make  over  a  few  more  animals  to  the  patroon.  At  the 
.-amc  time,  he  gained  a  skilful  colonist  in  the  person  of  G  err  it 
Thcuss  de  Reus,  who  had  previously  managed  a  farm  on  the  Man- 
hattans, and  transferred  all  his  cattle,  for  which  the  patroon  as- 
sumed the  payment  due  the  Company.  When,  however,  the  news 
of  this  agreement  readied  the  then  director.,  Crol,  he  did  not  con- 
sider himself  justified  in  letting  the  cattle  go  without  the  consent 
of  his  principals.  The  opponents  of  KUiaen,  also,  could  not  per- 
ceive the  desirability  of  the  zealous  patroon' s  measures.  Many 
were  jealous  of  him,  so  that  only  after  two  years,  when  these  evil 
days  were  past,  did  he,  by  means  of  a  notice  served  on  the  directors,. 
Micceed  in  moving  them  to  recognize  his  right.38 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  directors,  who  must  have  seen  with 
reluctance  the  subtraction  of  cattle  from  their  colony,  their  long 
refusal  was  certainly  intelligible,  but  as  a  retaliatory  measure  from 
the  patroon's  side,  his  course  might  be  defended. 

With  this  addition  to  his  herd,  strengthened  also  by  the  importa- 
tion of  some  calves,  the  patroon  might  have  been  able  to  start  three 
new  farms  in  his  colony:  JVeelysburg  and  Blonimaertsburg,  which 
were  to  be  occupied  by  Brandt  Peelen  and  Gerrit  dc  Rats,  and 
Godynsburg.  Now  it  seems  that  they  were  first  begun  in  1634, 
when  he  was  again  contemplating  the  starting  of  a  new  farm  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  Fort  Orange. 

The  affairs  of  the  other  patroons,  in  which  van  Rensselaer  partici- 
pated, were  in  a  still  less  desirable  condition.  New  supplies  of  pro- 
visions and  merchandise  were  necessary  but  the  Chamber  of  xAm- 
^terdam  would  not  consent  to  this.  And  the  patroon  of  Rensselaers- 
vvyck  also  met  with  a  refusal  (July  20,  1632)  when  he  petitioned  the 
directors  to  permit  him  to  employ  for  compensation,  during  their 
free  time,  the  Company's  carpenters,  smiths  and  other  mechanics, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  couple  of  new  farms. 

Neither  could  they  be  prevailed  upon  to  fulfil  the  Freedoms  which 
guaranteed  privileges  for  the  proper  transportation  of  cattle  and 
goods;  indeed  they  even  went  so  far  as  to  prohibit  the  purchase 
by  him  of  goods  belonging  to  the  Company  which  were  stored  in 
N'ew  Netherland,  and  also  forbade  their  colonists  to  barter  neces- 
^arics  of  life  for  dairy  products  and  grain. 

1  bus  almost  cut  oft  from  the  outer  world  by  the  management  of 
his  opponents,  our  patroon  was  almost  immediately  obliged  to  teach 

'This  notice,  which  throws  some  light  on  the  relations  between  the  Company  and 
i'>'ir  colonists  follows  as  Appendix  C  [p.  290—92  of  this  volume].    N.  dr  R. 
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his  colony  to  stand  on  its  own  legs.  The  only  persons  whom  he 
could  trust  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  Rensselaerswyck  were  his 
nephew  van  Twiller  and  the  sellout  Coenraed  Notelman,  also  a  rela- 
tive, who  consented  to  do  this  in  so  far  as  it  could  be  made  to  agree 
with  duty  and  conscience. 

Yet  a  new  misfortune  befell  the  patroon  in  the  loss  of  a  large 
part  of  his  herd,  which  were  killed  by  the  natives.  The  Company 
also  suffered  a  loss  by  the  burning  of  their  yacht  de  BeverP  The 
appointment  of  Hunthum,  which  was  the  cause  of  both  these  occur- 
rences, was  now  first  clearly  proved  to  have  been  a  mistake.40 

One  of  the  measures  taken  at  this  time  (July  1632)  by  Kiliaen,  to 
•confirm  his  authority,  was  to  give  his  colony,  which  contained  as 
yet  but  few  souls,  a  judicial  system  by  the  appointment  of  sellout 
and  schepens. 

The  highest  and  most  responsible  of  the  public  offices,  that  of 
sellout,  he  had  reserved  for  Rutgcr  Hendriksz,  who,  as  outward 
sign  of  his  dignity,  was  to  adorn  himself  with  a  plumed  hat  and 
silver-plated  rapier  on  a  baldric.  In  his  instructions,  however,  we 
seek  in  vain  for  an  explanation  of  the  principles  by  which  he  was 
to  administer  justice.  The  patroon  only  orders  in  general  terms 
that  the  corrections  shall  be  administered  "  according  to  the  cus- 
toms of  this  land  and  especially  according  to  the  laws  of  this  prov- 
ince of  Holland."  It  is  remarkable  that  every  person  could  be 
corrected  "  who  should  neglect  the  profit  of  the  patroon."  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  our  worthy  villager  from 
ancient  Homeland'^  and  our  little  peasants,  who  were  to  demand 
and  render  justice  and  some  of  whom  could  not  even  read,  were 
versed  in  the  Roman-Dutch  law,  then  in  force,  or  in  the  practice  in 
criminal  cases,  and  that  the  patroon  furnished  them  with  no  other 
sources  lor  their  instruction  and  information  than  a  few  copies  of 
the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions,  we  may  assume  that  the  tribunal 
according  to  old  Germanic  custom  administered  justice  according 
to  reason  and  the  five  senses.  In  the  judicial  sphere  of  activity, 
fortunately,  they  probably  were  less  occupied  than  with  their  daily 

,9  Sec  deposition  referred  to  in  preceding  note.    N.  de  R. 

*°  Hunthum  did  not  long  survive  these  events.  In  April  1634,  he  came  to  blows  with 
C&rneUs  -.an  Vorst,  director  of  the  colony  Pavonia,  who  stabbed  him  to  death  (Deposi- 
tion, Feb.  25.  1636,  before  Notary  C.  Hoogenbooni).    N.  de  R. 

41  Homeland;  an  ancient  county  with  uncertain  boundaries.  According  to  A.  J.  van 
der  Aa,  Aardrijkskundiz  Woordenboek,  it  extended  along  both  banks  of  the  river  Yssel, 
so  as  to  cover  parts  of  the  present  provinces  of  Gelderland  and  Overyssel.  In  calling 
Rutger  Hendriksz  from  Soest  a  Villager  from  ancient  Hameland,  Mr  de  Roever  has 
reference  to  Kcmland,  in  the  province  of  Utrecht,  which  by  some  is  held  to  have  formed 
part  of  Hameland. 
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labors  in  the  interests  of  the  patroon  for  which  he  gave  the  sellout 
detailed  instructions.  From  these  orders  it  appears  directly  that 
Rutger  was  charged  more  especially  with  the  execution  of  the 
orders  of  van  Rensselaer  as  regards  the  management  of  the  colony. 
This  was  necessary  because  Wolfert  Gerritss  had  signified  his  inten- 
tion to  request  dismissal  from  the  patroon. 

Roelof  Janss,  Gerrit  de  Reus,  Marijn  Adriaensz,  Brant  Peelen 
and  Laurens  Laurensz,  surnamed  de  Ndqrman,  served  as  schepens 
and  councilors.4-  Brant  Peelen  was  at  the  same  time  to  take  charge 
of  the  Sunday  services,  reading  and  explaining  one  of  the  texts 
from  the  Bible  according  to  the  huispostille  Schulteti,  One  of 
them  would  keep  the  Resolution  Book.  For  the  rest,  their  duties 
were  not  described.  Their  distinction  consisted  of  a  black  hat  with 
a  silver  band.  They  were  to  be  sworn  in  by  the  schout,  who  would 
himself  take  the  oatli  of  office  before  Director  van  Twitter. 

As  regards  the  oath  of  the  schepens,  that  of  Amsterdam  was 
literally  followed.4-'1  It  was  therefore  not  the  patroon's  object  to 
introduce  a  new  law,  specially  adapted  to  his  agricultural  colony. 
Law  appears  to  have  been  the  least  active  factor  in  the  early  de- 
velopment of  Rensselaerswyck. 

At  any  rate,  the  colonists  did  more;  the  schout  raised  on  his 
farm  Rensselaersburg  on  Castle  or  West  Island,  in  163 1,  12  mor- 
gens  of  winter  wheat  and  four  morgens  of  winter  rye.  The  patroon 
reckoned  that  in  three  years  he  would  be  able  to  raise  more  than  100 
lasts.  Of  the  600  or  800  morgens  of  arable  land  in  the  colony,  which 
lay  along  the  river,  and  which  were  as  good  quality  as  the  land  in  the 
Betuzve44  or  in  the  Beemster,45  each  promised  in  the  future  a  har- 
vest of  three  quarters  to  one  last.  The  fattening  of  cattle,  however, 
would  be  of  still  more  importance ;  "  our  greatest  profit  will  come 
from  the  cattle,  for  which  there  are  fine  and  sufficient  pastures,  for 

*3  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  first  schout  and  schepens  appointed  by  the  patroon  ever 
qualified,  and  whether  court  was  actually  held  in  the  colony  before  the  arrival  of  Jacob 
Planck  in  1634.  The  instructions  to  Jacob  Planck,  April  25,  1634,  state  that  Director 
van  Tuiller  was  to  administer  the  oath  as  schout  to  Planck  "  instead  of  to  Rutger 
henrickvsg  van  Socst,  according  to  previous  power  of  attorney,"  and  further  that  "  at  the 
first  opportunity  he  shall  choose  three  schepens  from  among  the  fittest  of  my  colonists 
and  administer  to  them  the  proper  oath,  so  that  he  can  hold  court  if  need  be."  Cf. 
p.  2or,  251,  292,  294,  311. 

*;  Compare  Handvesten  van  Amsterdam  (ed.  77.  Noordkcrk) ,  p.  111.    N.  of.  R. 

ii  Betuwe;  the  fertile  district  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Waal  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  province  of  Gdderland. 

^Deemster;  district  north  of  Putmerend  in  the  province  of  North  Holland,  comprising 
about  14,000  acres  of  exceedingly  fertile  land  reclaimed  between  the  years  1607  and 
J 612  by  drainage  of  Beemster  lake.  For  account  of  the  undertaking  and  the  vigorous 
support  given  it  by  Willem  Usselinx,  the  founder  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company, 
f-te  J.  p.  Jameson's  biography  of  t'sselinv  in  Papers  of  the  American  Historical  Associa- 
tion. 1887,  2: 195-202. 
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clearing  of  land  proceeds*  hut  slowly  from  agriculture,"  writes  the 
patroon  to  Jan  de  Laet*G  and  he  shows  the  necessity  of  exercising 
patience  and  of  not  ceasing  to  put  money  into  the  husiness. 

"  But,"  adds  the  optimistic  patroon,  "  here  I  am  getting  too  far 
ahead."47  And  so  lie  was.  Through  all  the  opposition,  his  ex- 
pectations were  disappointed,  and  it  did  certainly  take  twice  as  many 
years  before  that  part  of  the  harvest  which  could  be  gathered  into 
barns  and  sold  approached  ioo  lasts.48 

The  year  1633,  which  under  the  existing  unfavorable  circum- 
stances could  yield  little  of  importance  to  the  patroon  and  his 
colony,  saw  the  continuation  of  party  strife  in  the  Amsterdam 
Chamber.  Three  of  the  friends  of  van  Twiller  left  their  seats  when 
their  terms  expired.  They  were  Burgh,  Read  and  de  la  Myne. 
Their  influence,  however,  remained  and  made  itself  felt,  when  the 
party  which  opposed  the  colonization  felt  itself  strong  enough  to 
undermine  the  most  important  articles  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemp- 
tions. They  aimed  at  the  fifteenth  article,  which  allowed  the  pa- 
troons  the  coast  trade  in  New  Netherland  and  the  fur  trade,  with 
the  above  named  restrictions,  and  also  at  the  twenty-fifth,  by  which 
the  Company  took  the  colonies  under  their  care.40  They  could  not, 
however,  persuade  the  majority  of  the  desirability  of  these  measures, 
which  would  undoubtedly  have  resulted  in  the  ruin  of  the  colonies. 
The  Freedoms,  at  any  rate,  remained  untouched.50  Neither  had 
they  success  in  their  attempt  to  recall  the  director,  van  Twiller,  who 
had  been  brought  into  disrepute  by  the  secretary,  van  Remundt. 
The  protection  of  his  uncle  and  of  his  three  friends  as  well  as  the 
good  will  of  Frcderik  de  Vries51  and  of  Daniel  van  Liebergen  pre- 
vented Isaak  de  Ra.ziere  from  succeeding  van  T wilier.  This  case 
shows  that  the  ex-directors  had  still  considerable  influence,  for  of 
the  persons  here  mentioned  de  la  Myne  and  van  Liebergen  are  the 
only  ones  who  were  in  office  at  that  time. 

The  carrying  of  freight  in  the  meantime  continued  to  be  a  dis- 
puted point.    In  order  to  promote  barter  with  the  natives,  the  pa- 

48  Letter  June  2j.  1632  Tp.  199L  Jan  dc  Lact,  associated  with  Burgh,  was  ratroon  on 
the  east  side  of  the  hay  of  the  South   River.     N.  de  R. 

*'  ick  loope  hyer  wat  voor  wints  "  :  literally,  I  run  here  somewhat  before  the  wind. 

48  The  last  of  grain  . was  reckoned  by  van  Rensselaer  at  140  guilders.    N.  de  R. 

49  Presumably  there  is  some  connection  between  the  proposal  to  repeal  this  last  article 
and  the  news  of  the  killing  of  the  cattle  of  Kiliaen,    N.  nr.  R. 

5,1  If  the  Memorial  (Appendix  A  [p.  23,5—50  of  this  volume])  served  to  avert  this  danger, 
then  wc  can  place  the  debates  over  these  propositions  in  the  autumn  of  1633.    N.  de  R. 
Sl  lie  was  also  secretary  of  the  city.    N.  de  R. 

In  1638,  he  and  David  Pietersz  de  Vries  entered  into  an  agreement 1  about  establishing 
a  colony  on  Staten  Island;  they  sailed  on  the  ship  de  Liefde  and  April  19,  1639,  ap- 
peared together  before  Corneiis  van  Tienhoven,  at  New  Amsterdam.  See  D.  P.  de 
Vries,  Korte  Historiael,  p.   147,  162,  and  N.  Y.  Col.  Mss,  I:g8. 
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iroons  wished  to  find  storage  for  large  quantities  of  merchandise 
in  the  Company's  ships,  which  the  Memorial  informs  us  were  of 
no  great  carrying  capacity.  Perhaps  the  directors  thought  this 
kvoukl  mean  too  much  reduction  of  the  space  available  for  the  Com- 
pauy's  goods;  perhaps  they  wished  to  compel  the  patroons  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  what  they  needed  from  the  warehouses  at  the 
Manhattans;  possibly  they  feared  that  the  fur  trade  would  escape 
them  if  they  enabled  the  patroons  to  barter  on  a  large  scale;  it  is 
certain  that  they  would  only  allow  goods  to  the  value  of  a  few 
hundred  guilders  to  be  taken  in.  Now  the  patroons  were  permitted 
by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Freedoms  to  send  ships  or  yachts 
thither  themselves,  but  in  this  they  evidently  saw  no  profit,  for  as 
yet  they  could  not  freight  a  whole  vessel.  They  felt,  therefore, 
too  well,  that  every  reference  to  the  authority  given  them  in  this 
eleventh  article  corresponded  with  a  refusal  to  comply  with  their 
wishes.  And  the  general  opinion  of  the  assembled  directors  was 
here* on  the  side  ot  de  Vogelaer,  but  they  also  did  not  wish  to  be 
deaf  to  the  representations  of  van  Rensselaer  and  decided  to  sub- 
mit the  point  in  question  to  the  judgment  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses. 

W  nether  in  the  beginning  there  was  little  prospect  that  the  de- 
mands of  the  patroons  would  be  granted,  and  whether  van  Reus- 
selact  foresaw  great  expense  and  difficulty  in  the  suits  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  Memorial,  he  intended  to  bring  against  the  Company, 
certain  it  is  that  in  July  1634  he  had  one  of  the  directors  sound 
I  he  feeling  of  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  with  respect  to  an  amicable 
arrangement.  Had  there  ever  been  any  prospect  of  realizing  this, 
ihe  patroon  would  have  been  willing  to  turn  the  whole  colony  over 
to  the  Company.  The  affair  was  managed  with  the  needful  caution 
and  supported  by  a  secret  Account  of  ihe  jurisdictions,  management 
Mil  condition"2  of  the  colony,  dated  July  20.    In  a  confidential  let- 

r  tq  his  coparticipant,  Johan  de  Lact?1  he  mentions  the  sum  for 
fell  he  would  be  willing  to  resign  all  his  rights.  Although  the 
Kcqunt  book  no  longer  exists,  I  dare  say  that  the  patroon  did  ask 
:-'  1  a  hale  too  much  when  he  demanded  6000  pounds  Flemish.  Two 
•  vars  Iatcr,  when  matters  were  in  much  better  shape  and  he  had 
,      t»>  much  more  expense,  he  was  willing  to  leave  a  one  tenth 

are84  to  Burgh,  when  he  could  have  gotten  it  himself,  for  1000 

J"ly  2*.  1C34  rp.  312-13].    N.  nr.  R. 
»•>  </.'  L,n-t,  Qe*.       1636  [p.  ,53.3  36J.    N.  m  tt. 
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guilders.  The  colony  could  not  yet  have  been  worth  much  more 
than  one  quarter  of  the  price  which  he  asked  the  Company.  He  ac- 
knowledges, indeed,  that  he  expected  to  indemnify  himself  in  this 
way  for  his  losses  in  the  exploitation  of  Zwanendal.55  During 
these  negotiations  two  other  patroons  appeared  with  their  proposals 
to  transfer  the  colonies  Zwanendal  and  Pavonia  to  the  Company. 
We  already  know  that  Zwanendal  was  not  succeeding  very  well.  It 
could  therefore  cost  the  allied  patroons  but  few  tears  to  bid  it 
farewell.  The  Company  wished  to  assure  itself  of  the  monopoly 
of  the  fur  trade  and  could  therefore  afford  to  sacrifice  something  in 
order  to  buy  out  the  patroon  and  his  partners  at  that  place.  But 
that  reason  did  not  apply  to  Rensselaerswyck.  Whether  it  must  be 
ascribed  to  this  or  whether  the  patroon  withdrew  his  proposition 
after  the  temporary  mood  of  dejection  had  passed  away  and  he  had 
changed  his  mind,  I  can  not  decide ;  however  it  was,  nothing  came 
of  the  sale.  It  appears  that  van  Rensselaer  in  the  following  year 
would  not  even  think  of  it  again  and  did  not  regret  it.5G  Protected 
as  they  now  were  from  losses  in  Zwanendal,  the  allied  authorities 
determined  to  devote  themselves  with  new  courage  to  the  coloniza- 
tion of  Rensselaerswyck. 

The  simultaneous  attempts  which  the  Amsterdam  patroons  of  the 
existing  colonies  made  to  dispose  of  their  undertakings  indicate  a 
more  favorable  disposition  among  the  directors.  One  can  not  blame 
them,  because  having  experienced  their  dependence  on  the  prevail- 
ing humor  in  the  council,  they  did  not  .desire  to  risk  encountering 
a  new  tide  of  opposition  in  a  few  years  but  preferred  to  make  use 
of  a  favorable  current. 

This  began  with  the  change  in  the  government  of  the  Chamber 
which  put  the  party  of  de  Vogelaer  again  in  the  minority.  Burgh, 
Read,  Frcderik  de  Fries,  Eduard  Man,  Schuylenburgh  and  Bart- 
rinck  resumed  their  old  seats. 

It  seemed  that  the  supporters  of  the  colonization  reckoned  them- 
selves strong  enough  to  alter  the  course  in  which  affairs  were  being 
steered  by  de  Vogelacr?1  The  plan  was  formed  already  in  April 
"  to  strike  stoutly  at  the  management  of  Vogelacr/'  He  seems  to 
have  seen  the  approach  of  danger  and  to  have  understood  that  any 
opposition  would  be  useless.    He  resigned  his  office  of  commissioner 

"Letter  of  July  ji,  16.34  [p.312-13].     N.  DE  R. 

M  Letter  to  van  Twiller,  May  24,  16.55  t|>.  315-17].    N.  dic  R. 

17  Letter  to  inn  Twller,  April  1634   [p.  266-88].     N.  DE  R. 
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of  New  Netherland  affairs,  apparently  very  unexpectedly,  about 
May.08 

We  should  be  unjust  to  the  directors  if  we  thought  that  they  were 
now  going  to  manage  matters  in  any  manner  partial  to  the  interests 
of  the  patroons  of  Rensselaer  swyclc  They  did  not  enter  upon  the 
purchase  of  the  colony.  Some  points  of  difference  still  remained. 
What  was  the  outcome  of  the  intention  of  I\iliac;i  to  demand  legal 
indemnity  from  the  Company,  we  do  not  learn.  I  am  personally 
not  disinclined  to  believe  that  the  patroon  mentioned  this  indemnity 
only  in  order  to  exert  some  pressure  on  the  directors,  who  were  con- 
sidering whether  or  not  to  deliver  over  to  him  his  cattle  which  had 
been  held  back  at  the  Manhattans,  in  order  that  later  his  proposals 
for  the  transfer  of  his  colony  might  more  readily  End  acceptance, 
as  the  directors  would  thereby  avoid  expensive  lawsuits. 

But  there  was  now  no  more  question  of  intentional  obstruction. 
This  was  already  shown  in  April  1634  when  he  sent  by  the  ship 
de  Eendrachl  a  number  of  sacks  and  eight  large  chests,  filled  with 
all  manner  of  goods,  weapons,  farm  implements,  clothing,  seeds, 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  on  which  vessel  at  the  same  time 
embarked  his  newly  recruited  colonists,  viz,  Jacob  Planck,  from 
Edam,  who  was  to  discharge  the  duties  of  schout,  commis,  precentor 
and  distiller  of  brandy,  and  for  whose  use  a  large  brandy  kettle  was 
sent  along;  Abraham  Planck,  his  son;  Lubbert  Gijsbcrtsz,  who 
wished  to  settle  in  the  new  colony  as  wagon  maker  and  who  took 
along  his  wife  and  children;  Cornells  Thcunisz,  who  would  find 
\\<»rk  enough  as  carpenter  and  mason  at  Rensselacrswyck ;  and  a 
tew  workmen. 

In  one  of  the  chests  was  stored  away  also  the  first  "  red  Hag 
with  the  arms  of  the  colony,  to  float  on  the  breeze  on  proper 
occasions." 


.c 


T'to  Schout  Planck,  May  r,  i6,m  [p.  300-1].    N.  dk  R 
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II 

We  have  seen  that  the  patroons  got  into  a  dispute  with  the 
directors  of  the  West  India  Company  over  the  rights  guaranteed 
by  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions,  of  which  the  Company  wished 
to  deprive  them1  by  the  passage  of  new  articles  and  regulations,  and 
that  both  parties,  apparently  unable  to  agree,  left  the  decision  to 
the  States  General,  which  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
matter.  1 

As  the  successors  of  the  original  owners,  the  patroons  considered 
themselves  almost  sovereigns.  They  thought  they  need  not  obey 
any  rules  of  the  Company;  that  the  internal  fur  trade,  as  well  as 
that  on  the  coast,  was  theirs  by  right ;  that  they  need  not  tolerate 
in  their  territory  any  cominis  to  collect  the  duty  on  furs  purchased; 
that,  so  long  as  they  did  not  avail  themselves  of  the  right  to  fit  out 
their  own  ships,  the  officers  of  the  West  India  Company  in  New 
Xetherland  were  at  least  bound  to  inform  them  when  there  was 
room  for  their  goods  in  its  returning  ships;  that  the  Company 
unlawfully  required  an  oath  of  the  colonists  whereby  they  re- 
nounced the  privileges  granted  them  by  the  patroons ;  and,  finally, 
that  the  Company  was  bound  to  make  good  the  loss  which  the 
patroons  had  suffered  from  the  Company's  failure  to  fulfil  the 
obligations  of  protection  and  so  forth  which  it  had  assumed. 

Not  all  these  grievances  were  brought  forward  by  van  Rens- 
selaer. The  fur  trade,  which  was  the  great  stumbling  block  to  a 
good  understanding  between  the  two  parties  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Nineteen,  he  had  expressly  forbidden,  at  least  to  his  own  colo- 
nists. The  promotion  of  farming  was  almost  the  exclusive  consid- 
eration for  him  and  his  colony,  and  for  this  the  continued  supply 
of  colonists,  cattle  and  all  kinds  of  goods  for  use  and  trade  in  the 
colony  was  a  vital  necessity. 

For  him  and  his  cause  everything  depended  on  the  opportunities 
for  transportation.  About  this  he  had  to  try  to  come  to  an  under- 
standing with  the  directors. 

Meanwhile  the  committee  met,  heard  the  parties,  and  adjourned, 
probably  shortly  after  June  24,  1634, 2  after  having  postponed  the 

.  1  The  grievances  of  the  patroons  are  described  in  their  memorial  to  their  High 
Mk'litines-.-s  of  June  id,  i6.?,;,  printed  by  O'Callaghan,  Holland  Documents  [Doc.  rel. 
to  Col.  Hist.  A'.  }'.  1:86].     N.  de  R. 

*  Resolutions  of  the  States  General  of  that  date.    N.  de  R. 
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decision  of  the  matter  submitted  to  their  judgment,  of  which  noth- 
ing further  is  heard.3 

It  is  clear  that  without  the  action  of  the  committee  a  settlement 
had  been  reached  between  the  two  parties  which  is  placed  in  pros- 
pect by  Kiliacn  in  a  letter  to  dc  Laet  as  early  as  July  21. 4  The  more 
favorable  sentiment  toward  the  patroons  existing  in  the  Assembly 
of  the  Nineteen  undoubtedly  influenced  th'rs  action.  But  perhaps 
no  less  a  consideration  was  the  advisability  of  keeping  friends  with 
the  patroons  and  preserving  peace- at  home,  since  for  lack  of  money 
the  Company  could  not  at  once  prosecute  with  energy  the  settle- 
ment of  the  American  colony  and,  by  reason  of  the  competition  of 
English  traders,  ran  the  risk  of  diplomatic  difficulties  with  its 
neighbor  over  seas,  whose  pretensions  to  New  Netherland  were  yet 
fresh  in  memory.  These  traders,  with  an  ex-Amsterdam  merchant 
Jacob  Eclkcus*  at  their  head,  had  just  chosen  for  the  place  of  their 
operations  the  shores  near  Fort  Orange,  with  which  he  was 
formerly  well  acquainted.  In  some  way  an  agreement  was  brought 
about  and,  although  we  do  not  know  on  what  terms,  the  result  may 
be  traced  in  the  transfer  soon  after  of  Zwanendal  and  PavonicP  to 
the  Company,  and  in  the  decision  of  Kiliacn  two  years  later  to  fit  out 
a  ship  himself,  after  his  remonstrance  had  been  favorably  voted 
upon  by  the  directors.7 

In  New  Netherland  Director  van  Twill cr  kept  an  eye  on  his 
uncle's  interests.  If  there  were  cattle  for  sale,  he  bought  them  for 
Rensselaerswyck,  and  so  did  the  director  of  Pavonia  for  that 
colony.  Kiliacn  and  Michiel  Pauzv,  who  seem  to  have  been  the 
only  interested  parties,  understood  that  it  was  to  their  mutual  ad- 
vantage not  to  thwart  each  other  in  these  purchases.  Differences 
which  had  already  arisen  were  laid  aside  and  they  pledged  them- 
selves on  April  13,  1634,  to  buy  and  honestly  divide  between 
themselves  *■  all  the  animals,  horses  and  cows,  old  or  young,  that 
from  now  on  and  during  six  years  may  be  offered  for  sale  in  New 
Netherland  either  by  the  Company  or  by  individuals,  whether  in- 
habitants or  strancrers."8 

o 

1  One  of  the  documents  submitted  by  the  patroon  to  the  committee  was  the  important 

ccount  of  the  jurisdictions,  etc.     See  Appendix  E  [p.  306-12  of  this  volume!.    N.  i>E  R. 
>ee  Appendix  F  fp.  3 t 1 3  of  tiiis  volume].    N.  pf.  R. 

1  Jacob  Jacobsc  Eelkens  was  born  at  Amsterdam  in  1591.  Hcndrik  Eclkcns,  associated 
*Ub  Hans  Jorisz  Huntum  as  the  first  traders  in  the  New  Netherland  with  the  Mohicans, 
must  have  been  his  brother.    N.  df.  R. 

•It  is  known  that  Pavonia  cost  the  Company  26,000  guilders.    N.  DE  R. 

I  his  appears  from  a  list  of  papers  and  manuscripts  sent  to  Jacob  Planck  with  the 
'"  r  nrf  O.-t.  4.  ,636,  ;,,  be  found  in  tlie  f  etter  Book  of  van  Rensselaer  f.  98  [p.  331-32 
,Jt  skis  volume].    N.  de  R. 

*  '•'uAocul  of  Notary  /.  v.  d.  Ven,  Amsterdam  [see  p.  257--5S].    N.  DE  R. 
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We  have  already  seen  repeatedly  how  it  was  the  first  and  only 
endeavor  of  van  Rensselaer  to  make  his  settlement  a  farming 
colony  and  it  appears  to  me  that  such  was  the  chief  aim  of  both 
the  other  patroons.  Kiliaen  says  this  in  a  letter  to  his  sellout, 
Jacob  Alberts-  Planck,  dated  August  24,  1635 :9  "We  are  trying 
to  populate  the  land  and  in  time  to  spread  the  teaching  of  the  Holy 
Gospel  by  many  people,  while  they,10  on  the  contrary,  employing 
only  a  few  people,  look  solely  for  the  profits  of  the  fur  trade." 
As  regards  the  patroon  of  Rensselaerswyck,  we  may  decidedly 
contradict  O'Callaghan's  assertion  in  his  History  of  New  Nether- 
land11  that  they,  "  losing  sight,  for  the  most  part,  of  their  first 
duties  as  planters,  diverted  their  energies  and  means  in  competing 
with  the  Company  for  a  share  of  the  Indian  trade."  On  the  con- 
trary, if,  as  he  asserts,  "  the  charter  tended,  in  no  small  degree,  to 
retard  the  settlement  of  the  province,"  it  was  only  because  the 
directors,  in  spite  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  and  to  avoid 
losing  the  profits  of  their  own  trade,  opposed  the  colonization  by 
throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  transportation  of  people,  cattle 
and  goods. 

That  the  patroons  were  out  for  their  own  profit  is  no  cause  for 
reproach.  This  has  ever  been  the  mighty  impulse  of  all  coloniza- 
tion. But  they  sought  it  in  another  and  more  honest  way  than  by 
supplanting  the  Company  in  the  tiir  trade.  The  right  of  the 
patroons  to  this  trade  seems  to  me  quite  beyond  dispute  and  they 
were  there  as  business  men  to  stand  by  their  rights  as  soon  as  there 
was  promise  of  profit.  Wre  shall  presently  see  that  the  fur  trade 
had  to  be  thrown  open  finally  in  order  to  attract  colonists  to  the 
Company's  own  settlements. 

Whether  the  director's  appearance  in  the  promotion  of  the 
patroon's  interests  aroused  suspicion  or  other  considerations  of  a 
personal  nature  entered  into  the  game  and  were  instigated  by 
Secretary  van  Rcmitndc,  or  whether  van  Twiller  really  gave  cause 
for  complaint  in  his  management  of  the  Company's  affairs,  can  no 
longer  be  determined.  In  no  wise,  however,  can  I  accept  the  sen- 
tence that  American  writers  have  passed  upon  him.  The  evidence 
brought  against  him  may  be  cited  as  proof  of  the  grievances  but 
its  authority  may  be  doubted,  since  one  often  meets  statements  that 
diametrically  conflict.    That  he  and  his  people,  but  especially  the 

•Should  He  May  ike.  p.  313. 

10  The  directors.    N.  de  R. 

11  Vol.  1,  p.  178.    N.  re  R. 


VAX  RENSSELAER  BQWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


/I 


latter,  were  no  model  men,  lies  in  the  nature  of  the  case.  It  was 
surely  difficult  to  rule  over  a  handful  ot  fortune  hunters  who  had 
not  crossed  the  ocean  with  any  noble  aim  of  opening  a  wild  land  to 
cultivation  and  who,  under  hard  conditions  of  existence,  must  lead 
a  rude  life  and  who  sought  rude  pleasures,  In  such  circumstances, 
gentleness  would  have  been  weakness,  least  of  all  to  be  forgiven  in 
the  governor  of  so  small  a  settlement.  He  was  not  unskillful  in 
the  management  of  the  Company's  affairs  and  kept  a  firm  hand 
wherever  he  judged  it  needful  and  it  was  not  his  fault  if  few  of 
his  measures  resulted  favorably.  O'Callaghan  accuses  him  of  seek- 
ing his  own  gain  at  the  expense  of  the  Company  and  says  that, 
when  he  left,  his  farm  was  the  only  one  in  good  order.  The  reason 
of  this  was  that  the  colonists  at  the  Manhattans  left  as  soon  as 
their  time  was  up.  They  had  the  right  to  sell  a  part  of  their  cattle 
and  found  the  only  buyers  in  van  Twillcr  and  the  patroons.  It 
was  natural  that  the  Company's  farms  should  be  ruined  by  this. 
That  he  did  not  further  the  affairs  of  the  patroons  at  the  expense 
of  his  employers  is  proved  by  his  keeping  back  the  cattle  and  the 
implements  belonging  to  Bijlveld  and  dc  Rcnx,  which  had  been 
transferred  to  his  uncle,12  and  by  the  confiscation  of  the  batter's 
grain  in  behalf  of  the  Company,  of  which  van  Rensselaer  com- 
plained in  1636  in  a  letter  to  Planck,  dated  October  3d. 

However  this  may  be,  evil  tongues  were  at  once  busy  in  vilifying 
him  to  the  directors,  as  they  had  done  before  with  Mhiuyt,  who, 
angry  with  the  Company,  had  taken  upon  himself  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Swedish  trading  company  in  North  America.  A  letter 
from  van  Rensselaer  to  his  nephew,  dated  April  23,  1634, 13  is  of 
value  for  a  knowledge  of  the  divisions  prevailing  in  the  Amsterdam 
Chamber  and  from  it  we  can  form  an  opinion  of  the  patroon's 
eharacter  and  his  excellent  mental  qualities  and  gain  an  idea, 
though  one-sided,  of  the  intrigues  of  Secretary  van  Remunde. 
Although  Jils  enemies  had  at  first  little  success  with  their  endeavors 
to  oust  vail  Tzi'iller,  three  years  later,  whether  justly  or  unjustly, 
they  compassed  his  downfall. 

C  oopejration  between  the  leaders  in  New  Netherland  alone  could 
have  insured  the  success  of  the  great  enterprise,  but  that  was  want- 
Precious  time  slipped  away  in  trivial  squabbles.  A  continual 
change  of  governors  and  chief  officials  was  the  result.  They  were 
always  recalled  after  a  few  years,  when  they  had  barely  been  able 

*  See  Appendnt  C,  [p.  266-88  of  this  volume!.  N.  he  R. 
MSoe  Appendix  G  [p.  ^6-88  of  this  volume].    N.  or.  R. 
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to  contrive  means  for  the  development  of  the  extraordinarily  rich 
resources  of  the  new  colony,  thereby  causing  the  settlement  to 
assume  the  character  of  a  trading  post  for  immediate  profits  rather 
than  a  seriously  planned  colony.  That  the  directors  could  only 
regard  the  matter  in  this  light  proves  their  shortsightedness.  In 
Rensselaerswyck  a  better  example  was  offered  them. 

It  seems  as  if  the  palroons.  when  their  friendly  director  was 
attacked,  found  a  needed  counterpoise  in  declarations  prejudicial 
to  one  of  the  Company's  officers,  the  commandant  of  Fort  Orange, 
Hans  Joriss  Hunthum.  They  attributed  to  him  the  loss  incurred 
by  Rensselaerswyck  in  the  slaughter  of  the  cattle  by  the  Indians, 
a  loss  they  wished  to  recover  from  the  Company.  Probably  on  the 
ground  of  these  declarations  it  was  asserted  that  Hunthum  was 
allied  with  Eelkens. 

The  depositions  made  in  England  state  the  matter  quite  differ- 
ently.14 Hunthum  was  not  to  experience  the  evil  consequences  which 
might  result  from  these  suspicions.  At  the  time  when  these 
attempts  for  his  removal  were  made  in  Amsterdam,  the  man  had 
already  been  dead15  for  several  months,  and  we  have  no  need  to 
concern  ourselves  further  as  to  how  the  matter  might  have  turned 
out.  One  of  these  declarations,  however,  is  so  remarkable  in 
many  respects,  besides  completing  the  documents  containing  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  governments,  that  I  have  printed 
it  here  among  the  appendixes. 

Meanwhile  in  Rensselaerswyck  Jacob  Planck  assumed  the  plumed 
hat  and  the  silvered  rapier  of  the  former  sellout.  His  instructions, 
dated  April  25,  1634,  ordered  him  to  choose  three  schepens,  thus 
setting  aside  the  former  incumbents,10  and  to  seek  his  knowledge 
from  an  Ars  notarial  its,  a  Damhpuder  Praktycq  criminccl,  and  a 
M anier  -ran  proccdecrcn.  With  perhaps  more  prospect  of  success, 
he  was  to  exert  himself  in  the  advancement  of  farming  and  the 
increase  of  the  number  of  farms  and  cattle.  He  was  bidden  to 
consult  Director  van  Txvillcr  about  these  matters  and  always  to 
preserve  good  relations  with  Conrad  Xotehnan,  also  a  relative  of 
the  patroon,  who  had  charge  of  one  of  the  Company's  farms  at  the 
Manhattans,  hired  by  van  Rensselaer  on  account  of  the  cattle.17 

•.♦See  O'Callaghatl,  Holland  Document.';,  l\?2  ct  scq.  [Doc.  rcl.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  V. 
1:72-81].    X.  nr.  R. 

18  See  note  [p.  62  of  this  volume].    X.  DE  R.  -  , 

w  See  note  on  p.  63. 

17  The  patroon  hoped  fhat  the  other  farm  which  he  had  hired  would  be  taken  charge 
of  hy  Lubbert  ;an  UiHckltrgc.  who  went  over  as  fiscal  and  officer  in  April  1634.  N.  dk  R. 
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The  patroon  proposed  that  the  council  of  New  Xetherland  should 
place  a  guard  of  two  or  three  men  from  Fort  Orange  at  his  mill, 
which  was  somewhat  remotely  situated  and  in  whose  safety  the 
Company  had  no  less  eoncern  than  himself.  He  also  asked  the 
council  to  consider  whether  they  would  let  five  or  six  men  from 
the  garrison  work  through  the  day  on  a  farm  he  intended  estab- 
lishing near  the  fort,  "  while  they  could  keep  careful  watch  at 
night."  Considering  there  might  be  risk  of  some  lack  of  efficiency 
after  a  day  of  field  or  manual  labor,  the  council  seems  not  to  have 
assented  to  his  proposal. 

More  than  a  year  and  a  half  was  to  pass  before  the  patroon 
heard  that  his  new  officer  and  all  the  goods  sent  over  in  the  ship 
dc  Ecndracht  had  arrived  at  the  appointed  place.18  A  regular 
communication  —  a  ferry,  as  van  Rensselaer  called  it  when  he 
urged  its  establishment  —  did  not  exist,  neither  does  navigation 
seeiii  to  have  been  active.  In  the  absence  of  news,  Kiliaen  writes:19 
"*  the  work  here  is  quite  unsettled.  The  directors  are  very  much 
alarmed,  many  complain  bitterly. n  Rumors  of  evil  spread,  that  "  all 
had  perished,  people  as  well  as  cattle,"  that  the  vessel,  called  the 
"  sugar-bark  "  probably  because  it  had  served  to  carry  sugar  to 
the  fatherland,  had  been  leased  by  van  Tzvillcr  to  the  English;  and 
it  seems  that  some  proposed  to  introduce  economies  by  leaving 
fewer  people  in  New  Netherland,  which  course  according  to  the 
"pinion  of  Kiliaen  would  only  result  in  misfortune  for  the  whole 
undertaking. 

The  Company  as  yet  apparently  drew  no  profits  from  New 
Netherland.  Even  the  furs  did  not  yield  enough.  It  seems  to  have 
been  suspected  also  that  the  officials  engaged  in  smuggling  and  did 
uut  account  to  the  Company  for  the  real  receipts  of  that  valuable 
article.  This  was  plainly  the  reason  why  van  Rensselaer  proposed 
farm  out  the  fur  trade.20 

J  he  uncertainty  regarding  the  condition  of  the  colony  worried 
tlie  directors  and  led  the  patroon  to  decide,  for  a  time,  to  cease 
ending  over  colonists  and  goods.  It  was  as  if  courage  revived 
when  news  at  last  came  from  the  far  West.  The  situation  was  not 
had  as  they  had  feared.  I  think  it  likely  that  van  Rensselaer, 
under  the  pressure  of  painful  uncertainty,  decided  to  come  forward 
"  i  act  himself,  and  when  empowered  by  the  Company,  he  resolved 

1  ••  ship  '\,"  Eendracht  did  not  come  back  to  the  fatherland  till  October  or  possibly 
■  1    u'u  (»r  two  later.    N.  de  R. 

•''<•''  to  '  "i  Twitter,  May  24,  1635.    See  Appendix  J  [p.  315-17  of  this  volume]. 

''"''r  t..  run  Twitter,  May  ?.\,  1635.    See  Appendix  J  fp.  315-17  of  this  volume]. 
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to  fit  out  a  ship  to  maintain  the  connection  with  his  colony  and 
transport  goods,  marketable  in  the  New  World.  It  seems  that  we 
must  not  regard  this  matter  as  either  very  great  or  very  profitable.21 
I  consider  Kiliaen  too  wide-awake  a  man,  if  he  had  thought  it  was 
so,  to  go,  as  he  did,  into  partnership  for  the  vessel's  freighting 
with  the  Leyden  merchant  and  cloth  dyer,  Gerard  de  Forest, 
brother  of  Jesse  de  Forest,  who  is  considered  the  founder  of  New 
Amsterdam.—  The  contract,  executed  before  the  notary,  /.  van  de 
Veti,  on  August  8,  1636,  required  each  partner  with  his  associates 
to  share  half  and  half  in  the  purchase  of  the  ship  Rensselaerszvijek 
and  of  a  cargo  worth  from  6000  to  7000  guilders,  in  provisioning 
the  ship  for  12  persons  and  in  their  wages.  On  the  other  hand, 
Kiliaen  was  to  pay  all  the  transit  charges  of  colonists  destined  for 
his  colony,  but  de  Forest  shared  in  the  patroon's  acknowledged 
right  to  the  coast  trade  .between  Florida  and  Newfoundland,  in  the 
lumber  and  salt  trade  and  in  the  letters  of  marque  which  he 
(Kiliaen)  had  received  from  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Should  there 
be  no  opportunity  to  convey  the  colonists  from  the  Manhattans  to 
Rensselaerswyck,  the  ship  was  to  go  up  there  directly  after  its 
arrival.  A  warehouse  was  to  be  hired  at  the  Manhattans  for  the 
storage  of  goods. 

The  venture  amounted  to  much  more  than  was  agreed  upon  and 
was  almost  15,500  guilders.  The  settlement  of  the  account  of 
Gerard  de  Forest  and  his  associates  seems  to  have  been  attended 
with  much  difficulty.  The  Letter  Book  of  Kiliaen  contains  many 
letters  to  Gerard  himself  a:id  members  of  his  family,  which,  in 
every  shade  between  entreaty  and  threats,  press  for  the  payment 
of  the  share  put  by  them  into  the  ship's  venture.  Fur  more  than 
a  year  Kiliaen  was  disappointed  every  time  that  he  reckoned  upon 
settlement.  Under  skipper  Jan  Tjepkes  Sc helling,  the  boat  sailed  out 
of  the  Y  on  September  25.  1636,  and  put  to  sea  from  the  Texel 
October  8,  with  no  less  than  38  colonists  011  board,  including  six 
women.    The  prosperous  voyage,  so  eagerly  desired,  did  not  etisue 

21  It  is  interesting  to  hear  the  words  of  Kiliaen  himself  about  the  profits  of  this  trade. 
"  Since  I  have  paid  cash  for  these  (goods)  without  Including  any  expenses  for  packing, 
boat  and  lighter-freight,  ocean  freight,  interest,  risk,  and  insurance,  damage,  etc.  (an 
increase  which)  with  your  commission  (of  $%)  amounts  to  nearly  50'r,  therefore  (you) 
must  sell  all  such  goods  as  can  bear  it,  sqhv  what  higher  than  50','c.  But  I  do  not  wish 
my  own  people  to  be  charged  more  than  6or/e  since  they  must  gain  it  by  their  hard 
labor.  Jb.it  from  other  people,  for  whom  1  need  not  care,  you  may  take  as  much  as  is 
the  market  rate  and  you  can  get."  (Letter  to  Planck,  Oct.  3,  1636  [printed  on  p.  323—30 
of  this  volume].)    N.  de  R. 

In  quoting  tins  section,,  Mr  de  Roevcr.  abridges  the  text;  that  the  various  charges 
amount  to  50%  of  the  first  cost  is  not  definitely  stated  by  the  patroon,  though  implied. 

Mr  Ch.  M.  Dozy  in  The  Pil,  n<n  Fathers  Exhibition  of  Documents  at  Leyden  relating 
to  the  Dutfh  Settlement  in  North  America  (August  1888).    N.  de  R. 
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The  ship  met  with  bad  weather,  according  to  the  still  existing 
Journal,23  and  after  tossing  to  and  fro  for  five  weeks  had  to  run 
in  to  Plymouth  and  there  take  refuge.  There  they  must  needs 
stay  on  land  and,  as  ill  luck  would  have  it,  one  of  the  passengers, 
the  blacksmith's  helper,  became  intoxicated  in  a  tavern,  and  gave 
a  death  blow  to  his  master.  The  ship  was  moored,  the  rudder 
taken  away,  and  although  the  criminal  was  given  up,  it  was  the 
9th  of  January  before  the  Rcnssclaerswyck  could  again  set  sail. 
The  journey  was  pursued  in  fairly  good  weather  until  they 
anchored  at  the  Manhattans  on  the  4th  of  March  and  remained 
there  because  the  river  was  still  closed.  The  cargo  was  discharged 
and  Hendrik  dc  Forest,  the  trader  and  mate,24  remained  in  the 
hired  warehouse  to  carry  on  trade,  while  the  ship  went  up  the  river 
to  the  colony  on  the  26th  and  dropped  anchor  on  the  7th  of  April 
opposite  Fort  Orange.-5  There  they  delivered  the  smith's  coal, 
the  millstones  for  the  erection  of  a  grist-mill  near  the  sawmill,  and 
other  goods  not  mentioned.  While  the  Renssela erszvi jck  lay  at 
anchor,  a  yacht  laden  with  grain  went  down  to  the  Manhattans  and 
another  with  animals  arrived.  On  May  31,  the  journey  was  con- 
tinued past  the  Manhattans  to  Smith's  Island  and  then  back  again 
to  the  former  place  in  order,  on  August  14,  to  begin  the  return 
voyage.  They  waited  at  Plymouth  for  other  Dutch  ships  and 
arrived  safely  at  the  Texel,  November  7,  1637. 

The  detention  of  more  than  seven  weeks  at  Plymouth  and  the 
small  profits  of  the  voyage,  added  to  the  difficulties  with  his.  Ley  den 
partner  and  the  proved  disloyalty  of  the  -skipper  and  of  the  super- 
cargo Dirk  Corscn  Stain,  decided  Kiliaen  to  sell  the  ship.26 

The  patroon  must  now  look  around  for  other  chances  of  sending 
over  his  colonists  and  the  goods  designed  for  his  colony-  So  the 
ships  with  which  Director  Kicft  crossed  carried  along  colonists  and 
goods  for  Kiliaen.  Pictcr  Minuyt,  who  was  going  in  his  ship  to 
Virginia  as  commander  of  a  Swcdisli  company,  and  had  put  in  at 
the  Texel  on  account  of  storms,  out  of  old  friendship  for  him  took 

-"•  Printed  on  p.  355-S9  of  tin's  volume. 

"According  to  the  Journal,  he  died  on  July  26  and  was  buried  the  following  day  at 
the  Mar.ha.' !ans,  where  the  ship  then  was.  Cccrtruy  Bornstra,  his  widow,  claimed  his 
property  from  his  sister  Rachel,  then  living  at  the  Manhatiaiis,  who  had  married  I'r 
Lamontagne.  According  to  his  own  declaration,  made  before  Notary  Corcn,  before 
his  departure  in  1636.  he  had  been  selected  by  the  patroous  in  163!  to  fill  the  place 
of  Gilles  Hpusct  in  Zivancrtdfll,  hut  on  account  of  the  sad  circumstances  at  said' place 
the  patroons  gave  up  this  plan.    N.  DE  R. 

It  seems  that  the  colonists  were  all  landed  at  the  Manhattans.  Arcnt  Stcfrchiers 
married  there  on  the  r.d  of  March  the  widow  of  the  murdered  blacksmith.  And  on 
the  Sth  two  children  who  had  been  born  at  sea  were  baptized  there.    N.  DE  R. 

2,1  Pictcr  Mcitltvi.-ti  became  its  owner  for  the  sum  of  2600  guildeis,  by  deed  of  Apiil 
»,  163*1  before  Notary  J.  v.  d.  Veil.  The  ship  was  wrecked  in  November  1644, 
near  the  IJennudas.    N.  de  R. 
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in  a  lighter-load  of  goods,  among  which  were  gunpowder,  firelocks, 
wooden  utensils,  tar  and  pitch  to  be  delivered  at  the  Manhattans,-1 
and  also  took  six  passengers  on  board.  In  the  following  year,  a 
-  vessel  fitted  out  by  the  Company,  Jiet  IVapcn  van  Noorwegen,  in 
which  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  had  a  half  interest,  carried 
over  a  number  of  colonists  and  a  large  quantity  of  goods,  including 
18  young  mares,  thousands  of  bricks,  ironwork,  clothing  material, 
spices,  cheese,  soap,  oil  and  a  box  filled  with  earth  in  which  were 
planted  young  grape  vines,  etc.,  all  of  which  were  confided  to  the 
care  of  Cornells  Melijn,  the  supercargo.28 

We  may  therefore  regard  Kiliaen  as  the  introducer  of  the  grape 
into  the  New  World.23 

The  directors  seem  to  have  continued  favorably  disposed  toward 
.  the  patroon.  However  good  the  news  from  the  colony  may  have 
been,  the  patroon  had  just  cause  to  complain  of  his  schout  and  coin- 
mis.  Planck  appeared  to  lack  clearness  of  insight:  He  seems  not  to 
have  quickly  perceived  where  his  master's  interests  lay  in  every 
chance  that  offered.  The  patroon  had  no  thought  of  bad  faith, 
although  he  considered  Planck  not  incapable  of  enriching  himself  at 
his  expense  through  the  fur  trade.  The  patroon  was  also  not  too 
well  satisfied  with  the  way  justice  was  administered;  for  this 
Planck  appeared  no  more  fitted  than  for  the  position  of  adminis- 
trator of  the  colony. 

Differences  between  the  directors  and  the  patroon  concerning 
the  fur  trade  still  continued. 

In  the  colonies,  where,  as  in  Rensselaerswyck,  the  Company  had 
no  conunis,  the  gccotiqucstecrde  goedcren,  i.  e.  products  of  the  soil, 
might  be  bartered  for  beaver  and  other  skins,  provided  that  a  cer- 
tain export  duty  be  paid  at  the  Manhattans.  The  meaning  of  the 
Freedoms  and  Exemptions  is  clear.  Only  those  who  took  upon 
themselves  the  trouble  and  expense  of  establishing  agricultural 
colonies  might  partly  indemnify  themselves  by  trading  in  furs. 
That  the  Company  wished  to  reserve  this  trade  exclusively  by  plac- 
ing a  commis  in  the  colony  and  that  this  action  aroused  the  just  in- 
dignation of  van  Rensselaer,  we  have  already  seen.  It  seems  that 
he,  in  connection  with  the  fitting  out  of  the  ship  Rensscfaersn'ijck, 
claimed  the  right  from  the  Company  to  trade  all,  even  imported 

37  Letters  to  Pieter  Minuyt,   Dec.   25   and  29,   1637    fsee  p.  389-91   an,d  395  of  this 
volume].    N.  he  R. 

Cornells  Melijn,  formerly  a  leather  dresser  at  Amsterdam,  founded  in  i6to  by  per- 
mission of  the  West  India  Company  a  colony  on  Stated  Island  which  he  transferred  to 
the   Coptpany  in   rGjOt     X.   ur.  R, 

"•Vines  vure  brought  over  by  Domine  Johannes  Miehaelius  in  1628.  See  his  letter 
of  Am;,  o,  pul.lihhed  under  the  title:  Maftjiuttah  in  i6?8,  p.  76-77. 
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goods,  for  peltries,  considering  that  there  had  been  a  tacit  concession 
of  his  claims  when  the  Company  in  the  contract  with  Pauw  concern- 
ins:  the  transfer  of  Pavcnia  had  thrown  open  the  fur  trade  of  that 
quarter  to  the  colonists.  When  the  parties  could  not  agree  about 
this,  the  decision  was  left  to  their  High  Mightinesses.  Kiliaen  de- 
sired the  director  and  council  in  New  Netherland,  pending  a  de- 
cision of  the  matter,  to  ieast  grant  his  schout  a  temporary  fur 
trading  privilege,  in  order  to  recoup  for  the  frequent  forced  de- 
liveries that  he  had  made  out  of  the  storehouses  of  his  colony  to  the 
Company's  officials  on  account,  for  the  feeding  of  the  population 
and  provisioning  of  the  returning  ships. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  Company's  efforts  to  draw  a  profit  from 
New  Netherland  by  retaining  the  exclusive  control  of  the  fur  trade. 
This  seems  to  have  been  possible  only  through  sending  few  people 
there.  The  expense  of  transportation  and  support  of  the  colonists 
had  apparently  become  so  heavy  that  the  directors  shrank  from 
sending  more  people  and  making  New  Netherland  a  source  of  still 
greater  loss  to  the  Company's  already  unprofitable  balance. 

No  more  free  colonists  offered  themselves.  They  could  only  be 
tempted  by  the  free  extension  of  this  important  trade."0  It  was 
as  much  in  the  interest  of  New  Netherland  as  in  that  of  his  own 
colony  that  van  Rensselaer  brought  this  point  to  'the  official  notice 
of  the  Company.  In  1636  this  was  evidently  still  discussed31  but 
without  much  chance  of  a  favorable  decision  for  the  proponent. 
The  directors  were  quite  preoccupied  by  the  difficulties  which  the 
fiscal,  Lubhert  van  Dincklage,  had  brought  upon  them  by  his  strife 
with  Director  van  Twiller,  with  the  preacher  Bogardus,  who  in 
turn  was  incensed  against  the  latter,  and  indeed  with  the  whole 
council  and  with  all  officials  in  New  Netherland.  We  can  not 
digress  here  to  discuss  this  question  which  the  directors  found  very 
perplexing.  It  seems  that  they  did  not  blame  van  Twiller  for  it 
but  they  had  other  grievances  against  him.  The  director  was  a 
poor  correspondent,  though  we  do  not  believe  with  van  Rensselaer 
that  lie  was  too  timid°>2  to  write.  The  directors  were  not  kept  in- 
formed of  matters,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  recall  him  and 
send  out  a  new  director.  The  opponents  of  van  Tzviller  stirred  up 
the  fire  kindled  against  him.  As  early  as  September  1636,  it  was 
planned  to  put  the  director  of  Curacao,  van  Walbeech,  in  his  place, 
but  almost  a  year  passed  before  van  Tzviller  was  succeeded  by 

*  If  thc-v  want  to  kccP  H  for  tnefrtselves  with  a  few  people  to  draw  the  largest 
-profit,  they  can  not  defend  the  land,  and  with  much  people,  they  suffer  loss;  and 
others  will  not  populate  !he  country  n-fnVss  thev  errant  them  free  trade.  'Letter  of  van 
nenssclqer  to  Wfiviter  van  Txvifler,  Per*.  25.  i«36  [see  p.  319-23).)    N.  de  R. 

*'  Letter  to  Wontcr  z  an  Tvillcr,  Sept.  25,  1636  [see  p.  310-23].    N.  de  R. 

*■  schreupclues,  see  p.  320. 
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Willem  Kicft,  who  started  for  his  post  the  last  of  September  1637 
with  two  ships  tilted  out  by  the  Company.  In  the  meantime  Schout 
Planck  was  very  busy  in  distributing"  the  small  army  of  new  colo- 
nists among  his  farms  and  laying  out  a  couple  of  new  ones  to  be 
intrusted  to  the  care  of  Symdh  Walichsz  and  Cornells  Macseu 
and  named  Besselsburch  and  Trippcnbarch  after  the  copartners  in 
the  colony,  besides  building  two  mills,  a  sawmill  and  a  grist-mill. 
By  the  erection  of  the  first,  Kiliacn  expected  to  have  merchantable 
lumber  that  would  be  bought  by  the  Company  and  the  English,  at 
least  all  that  he  did  not  need  for  his  own  use,  and  boards  which 
might  please  the  natives,  because  they  would  be  suitable  for  build- 
ing huts  and  fitting  them  with  hinged  doors  and  windows.  The 

o  o  o 

patroon  also  promised  himself  no  less  profit  from  the  grist-mill 
since  he  could  barter  his  grain  with  the  Company  for  peltries  or 
sell  it  to  the  English,  and.  collect  seawan  by  grinding  the  maize 
which  the  Indians  would  bring  to  the  mill. 

The  increasing  necessity  prompted  the  patroon,  as  we  saw,  to 
send  over  people  and  goods  by  whatever  opportunity  offered. 
Eight  colonists  crossed  with  Kicft,  among  whom  were  two  black- 
smiths:{'°'  and  a  couple  of  locksmiths.  Van  Rensselaer  had  indeed 
wished  to  send  more  people,  but  the  Company  in  the  beginning  was 
willing  to  fit  out  only  one  ship  and  when  the  chartering  of  the 
second  was  determined  upon  he  had  no  longer  any  chance  to  get 
other  colonists.  But  in  the  same  year  six  others  followed  in  the 
ship  of  Pieter  Minuyt,  among  whom  was  the  patroon's  cousin, 
Arent  van  Curler/4  a  youth  of  18  years  of  age,  who  was  going  to 
Rensselaerswyck  as  assistant  or  clerk  to  Planck,  in  order  that  the 
patroon  might  in  future  be  kept  better  informed  of  his  affairs. 

The  latest  colonists  were  to  be  especially  employed  in  tobacco 
raising-"'"  but  could  in  other  ways  meet  their  expenses  by  their  own 
trades. 

Better  times  were  dawning  for  the  Company.  Brazil  was  sub- 
dued and  entered  upon  an  era  of  orderly  government  under  Johan 
Maurits.  The  directors  decided  to  increase  their  capital  by  one 
third/56    In  the  prospect  of  larger  resources,  it  was  determined  "  to 

*  We  saw  tli at  the  patroon  had  lost  li Is  two  blacksmiths  at  Plymouth.    -N.  DE  R. 

•"•*  Arent  ran  Curler,  or  Corlcr,  was  one'  of  the  five  children  of  Joachim  ran  Curler, 
a  son  of  Gnosscn  van  Corlcr,  sellout  of  Nijkcrk,  who  as  late  as  1626  was  mentioned  as 
a  shareholder  in  the  W.  I.  C.  Joachim  had  died  before  this  year,  without  means. 
N.  pe  R. 

According  to  Mr  G.  Tm  err.ink,  of  Nijkerk,  Arent  van  Curler  was  baptized  Feb.  6. 
iroo.  and  was  the  <on  of  Henclrijc;  Joachim  being  an  uncle  of  Arent  and  father  of 
Jacobus,  mentioned  on  p.  216. 

16  According  to  the  patroon's  statement,  tobacco  was  mote  easily  sold  here  in  the  leaf 
than  in  rolls  or  spun.    N.  t>E  R. 

,0  Sec  Appendix  K  Ep.  3^1-53  of  this  vnlumel.  Letter  from  ran  Qepsseider  to  Wouter 
ran  Twiifcr,  Sept.  21,  '637.    In  the  Croat  Placautbock  no  resolution  for  this  increase 
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lake  up  the  matter  of  New  Netherbud  with  all  diligence."  The 
question  of  granting  new  freedoms  was  discussed  but  it  was  de- 
cided to  await  the  report  of  the  new  director. 

From  time  to  time  the  directors  received  tidings  which  should 
have  made  it  clear  to  them  that  the  English  encroached  more  and 
more  on  the  land  of  the  M'aquas,  on  the  Fresh  River  and  elsewhere. 
This  could  only  be  prevented  by  doing  more  for  colonization  and 
declaring  trade  free  without  reserve.  But  this  they  seemed  unable 
to  decide  upon  and  in  consequence  the  patroon  wrote  on  May  6, 
1638,  to  his  nephew  van  TivUUr:  "  The  Company  must  open  their 
ryes,  as  I  maintain,  or  they  wilt  lose  the  best  part  of  that  fine  re- 
gion." Neither  were' the  Swedish  attempts  to  get  a  firm  footing  in 
North  America  to  be  concealed.  The  course  of  affairs  could  not 
fail  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  States  General.  The  frontiers 
of  the  colony  were  continually  threatened  by  the  danger  of  foreign 
intruders,  and  in  the  settled  regions  the  population  was  decreasing 
rather  than  increasing.  As  soon  as  the  six  years'  contract  with  the 
Company  expired,  many  colonists  returned  to  the  fatherland  after 
selling  their  cattle-'7  or  were  engaged  for  the  colony  of  Rensselaers- 
wyck,  where  living  was  evidently  more  profitable. 

The  States  General  saw  the  internal  strength  of  the  settlement 
diminish,  whereas  they  had  hoped  and  expected,  for  the  sake  of  the 
fatherland,  to  have  a  firmly  established  government  there. 

Their  High  Mightinesses  felt  that  there  must  be  a  change  but  they 
could  not  themselves  push  the  matter.  They  gave  the  directors 
a  hearing  and  urged  the  Assembly  of  the  Nineteen  to  devise  new 
ways  of  combating  the  ever  increasing  evil.  This  resulted  in  the 
discussion  of  a  plan  to  offer  new  inducements  to  those  willing  to  set- 
tle in  New  Netherland. 

Dc  Lact,  one  of  the  partners  of  Kiliaai  in  Rensselaerswyck,  pro- 
posed a  plan  that  gained  the  approbation  of  the  Amsterdam  Cham- 
ber but  *heir  High  Mightinesses  by  no  means  approved  of  it.  A 
new  plan  was  offered  by  Others"8  and  was,  like  the  first,  referred  by 
their  High  Mightinesses  to  a  special  committee  for  consideration, 

■-•  to  be  found.     It  appears  therefore  that  shortly  after  taking  this  resolve  and  before 
its  execution,  they  were  already  considering  a  greater  increase,  up  to  one  half  of  the 
*P»tat.    This  at  any  rate  was  authorized  in   Tunc   1639.    N.   DE  R. 

I  have  already  said  that  van  Tiv&ter,  as  also  the  patroon,  bought  in  a  part  of  the 
tattfe  and  was  blamed  for  it;  very  unjustly,  as  I  think,  unless  it  can  be  proved  that 
I  •'  parture  of  the  colonists  was  owing  to  him.  The  Company's  restrictions  were 
ftfttcli  wore  likely  the  cause  of  it.    N.  de  R. 

O'Callaghaii  claims  that  this  was  the  project  given  in  the  Holland  Documents 
[l'"C  »v/.  fn  (  Hist.  X.  I'd.  l:o6.  In  my  opinion  that  can  not  be  the  second  plan, 
'  bicK  IS  F  think  the  one  printed  in  Ids  History  of  New  NclhcrUiml.  l:_»oi-.i.  although 
:'  :*  t'  <  re  iu.-<>,  reelly  described  as  a  pi  Ot  lamalion.  Above,  it  will  be  seen  that  nothing 
<     r  Caf»e  of  the  plan  to  give  free  trade  to  New  Netherland. 
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September  2,  1638.  The  new  conditions  granted  the  principle  of 
free  trade  in  New  Netherland  with  the  reservation  of  the  Company's 
legitimate  dues.  The  judgment  of  van  Rensselaer  in  this  matter 
may  surely  be  quoted  because  his  contemporaries  seem  to  have 
shown  their  estimate  of  it  when  they  appointed  him  as  one  of  the 
impartial  persons  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  free  trade 
in  Brazil.  Kis  letters  show  that  he  expected  no  relief  for  New 
Netherland  from  such  a  measure;  indeed,  he  wrote  to  one  of  the 
members  of  the  committee,  Jhr.  Gen-it  van  Amhem,  that  he  did  not 
approve  of  the  plan  and  insisted  now  more  than  ever  upon  the 
maintenance  of  his  fights.4® 

The  Assembly  of  the  Nineteen  did  not  consider  it  with  favor 
either  It  was  feared  that  the  opening  of  New  Netherland  to  trade 
instead  of  promoting  colonization,  would  give  rise  to  the  establish- 
ment of  trading  posts40  and  it  seems  that  their  High  Mightinesses, 
for  the  same  reason,  dared  not  risk  free  trade.  Nothing  therefore 
came  of  it.  A  concession  was  made  to  the  free  traders  by  giving 
the  colonists,  in  1639,  the  fur  trade  privilege  discussed  before  in 
May  1638.41 

So  far  had  matters  progressed  when,  in  the  fall  of  1639,  111  spite 
of  the  secrecy  with  which  matters  were  managed  in  the  Amsterdam 
Chamber,  Kiliaen,  whose  directorship  in  the  West  India  Company 
had  expired  several  years  before,  found  out  that  they  were  discuss- 
ing new  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  with  the  evident  intention  — 
quite  to  his  mind  —  of  urging  rich  men  to  found  new  patroonships. 
These  Freedoms  were,  however,  not  so  liberal  as  the  first  of  1628- 
29.  The  preamble  stated  that  the  privileges  would  apply  to  those 
patroons  who  had  already  planted  colonies  as  well  as  to  those  about 
to  do  so.  This  was  enough  to  make  Kiliaen  feel  that  his  rights 
would  be  curtailed  if  the  plan  were  accepted.  Therefore,  appar- 
ently in  order  expressly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  directors  to 
tin's  point,  he  presented  a  protest  to  the  Assembly  on  October  27, 
1^39,  whereby  he  sought  assurance  regarding  it.4-  But  he  did  not 
stop  there.     The  friendly  Jhr.  van  Amhem   was  called  upon; 

In  my  opinion  the  project  mentioned  in  IIoll.  Doc.   \Doc.  ret.  to  Co!.  Hist.  N.  Y.], 
1 .96,  refers  to  a  later  plan  to  improve  the  situation  of  New  Netherland. 
Concerning  this  also  I  refer  to  the  following  pages.     N.  nr.  R. 

39  Van  Rensselaer  felt  that  the  best  plan  of  colonization  was  by  the  admission  of 
patroons.  They  could  put  capital  in  the  business  hut  stay  at  home,  and  the  less 
favcred  by  fortune,  whom  they  sent  over,  could  make  capital  fruitful.  So  the  rich 
and  the  poor  would  help  one  another.    N.  de  R. 

40  The  view  given  here  of  the  difficulties  of  those  days,  formed  as  I  think  on  incon- 
testable prounds,  differs  wholly  from  that  conveyed  by  O'Gallaghan,  History  of  Nevj 
NctJicrland ',  1:107-     N.  DE  R. 

41  Letter  to  Schout  Planck.  Mav  to.  1638  [p,  411-16].     N.  pg  R. 
*:  Fntocol  Of  Ntfttfy  /.  ym  $$  Y*h  Amrterdnm,    %  uk  K. 
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Musch,  the  secretary,  was  persuaded  to  forestall  the  possible  ap- 
probation of  their  High  Mightinesses  by  presenting  a  petition  to 
them,  praying  that  the  patroon  might  at  least  be  heard  about  this 
project  and,  in  case  of  its  adoption,  that  he  might  receive  a  cer- 
tificate tie  non  praejudicando.^  I  think  it  not  impossible  that  a 
second  proposal  granting  the  patroons  still  greater  rights  than 
those  of  1629  was  introduced  into  the  Assembly  by  persons  planning 
to  found  new  colonies.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  these  pro- 
posals. In  his  letter  to  Jonker  van  Arnhem,  Kiliaen  says  that  they 
were  unfavorably  received  by  the  States  General. 

It  is  certain  that  a  revival  in  American  colonial  affairs  fol- 
lowed the  revocation  of  the  fur  trade  monopoly.  Just  at  this  time 
Count  van  Solms  proposed  to  found  a  colony  and  Cornells  Meliju 
was  empowered  to  do  likewise,  departing  soon  after  ,  for  Staten 
Island,  as  patroon. 

O'Callaghan's  statement  seems  to  me  quite  incomprehensible  and 
unfounded,  that  in  the  year  1638  "the  trade  as  well  as  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil  was  thrown  open  to  every  person,  whether  1 
denizen  or  foreigner,  who  chose  to  embark  in  it."  For  when  I 
read  in  the  subjects  for  discussion  named  in  the  call  for  the  meet- 
ing of  February  21,  1643,  the  following  clause  given  by  the  com- 
piler of  the  Holland  Documents  himself,44  "  It  being  found  .  .  . 
that  the  plan  " — mark  this  word — "of  opening  the  trade  .  .  . 
produces  no  true  effect."  then  I  do  not  doubt  that  these  projects 
came  to  naught.  O'Callaghan  confuses  the  fur  trading  privileges 
given  the  colonists  witli  a  free  trade  such  as  the  Company  granted 
Brazil.  In  Xew  Xctherland  all  went  on  pretty  much  as  of  old. 
The  population  increased,  but  through  a  ruinous  desire  to  get  rich 
they  bartered  weapons  in  return  for  the  much  desired  furs  from 
the  natives,  who  after  a  few  years  made  use  of  these  arms  to 
slaughter  the  white  inhabitants; 

In  many  respects  the  situation  at  Rensselacrswyck  was  not  ac- 
cording to  the  patroon's  wishes.  Disobedience  to  his  appointed 
authorities  was  of  frequent  occurrence;  the  contraband  trade  of 
the  colonists  robbed  him  of  half  his  profits.  The  colonists  might 
trade  with  the  patroon's  Commis,  but  not  with  natives  or  outsiders 
although  Kiliaen  was  inclined  to  overlook  this  a  little  in  those 
who  zealously  applied  themselves  to  farming  and  cattle-raising.4"' 

"  actc  -  an  non-praejuditie ;  cf.  p.  465.  466-67. 

«* OTallasban,  HoUaitd  Wocuments  [Doc.  rcl.  to  Col.  Hist.  A'.  Y.\,  1:135.  Compare 
herewith  the  Instructions  l:t6z,  paragraph  !)-  and  the  Report  1:246,  paragtaph  ^. 
N.  if  R. 

tntet  to  Schont  rianch  Mqv  jo,  163S  [p.  4U-16I.     N,  pe  R. 

G 


82 


NEW   YORK   STATE  LIBRARY 


It  was  scandalous  that  the  supercargo  of  the  ship  Rcnsselaerstvijck 
had  tempted  the  colonists  to  engage  in  this  forbidden  trade,  thus 
evading  the  payment  of  duties  to  the  Company.  He  had  indeed 
by  a  full  confession^  arising  from  repentance,  enabled  his  master 
to  get  redress  from  the  disobedient  colonists,  but  this  gave  rise  to 
all  kinds  of  difficulties  for  the  schout  and  schepens,  since  an  evil 
spirit  had  entered  into  the  colony  of  enriching  themselves  at  the 
patroon's  cost  and  in  spite  of  the  contracts  made  with  him. 

We  have  seen  the  conditions  upon  which  the  farmers  came  to 
Rensselaerswyck.  As  a  rule  they  were  people  of  no  means  who 
must  take  an  advance  from  the  patroou  in  order  to  fit  themselves 
out  as  best  they  could  and  they  saw  their  debt  also  increased  by  the 
expenses  of  the  journey.  The  patroon  was  therefore  the  creditor 
of  most  of  them  when  they  landed  in  his  colony,  and  since  they 
could  obtain  all  kinds  of  necessaries4''  in  exchange  for  farm  prod- 
ucts only  from  the  patroon  through  his  coin  mis  they  soon  got 
deeper  in  debt  when  there  was  a  scant  harvest.  This  might  per- 
haps come  right  by  degrees,  but  surely  not  by  a  measure  which 
displeased  him  greatly,  namely  that  without  informing  him  the 
farmers  had  raised  the  wages  of  farm  laborers.  By  this  means, 
the  receipts  would  be  diminished  and  the  hoped-for  time  deferred 
when  the  partners  should  enter  upon  the  enjoyment  of  the  profits, 
whilst  again  and  again  assessments,  of  only  a  few  hundred  guilders 
it  is  true,  must  be  raise  1  for  the  shortage  caused  by  the  admin- 
istration. 

On  his  side  the  patroon  gave  all  sorts  of  instructions.  One  thing 
which  he  had  continually  in  mind  was  the  care  of  the  spiritual  wel- 
fare of  Ins  colonists.  Although  people  assembled  regularly  every 
Sunday  for  prayer  and  song,  lie  wished  that  the  colony  might  find 
means  to  pay  for  a  minister,  but  the  300  guilders  which  Planck 
had  for  that  purpose  did  not  appear  sufficient  to  the  patroou  to 
induce  a  servant  of  the  Gospel  to  change  his  post  for  the  colony ; 
indeed,  the  proposed  church,  having  a  granary  on  the  second  fir  or, 
would  not,  he  thought,  offer  a  sufficiently  tempting  opportunitv  to 
a  hesitating  minister.  At  this  time  there  was  little  inclination  for 
emigration.  The  plague  had  made  fearful  ravages  and  had  not 
yet  vanished.  Every  working  force  could  be  employed  at  home. 
In  the  years  from  1638  to  1640  the  patroon  could  rind  only  a  few. 
inclined  to  join  his  agricultural  colony. 

The  death,  rate  w  as  also  very  great  in  Amsterdam  and  could  not 

,,;  Kiliaen  h.id  piven  steicl  orders  tii.it  the  prices  of  goods  should  nut  be  raised  so  as 
to  c\h;tu>t  the  co!<>ni.-.ts.  "  tliat  frh'cy  might  profit  a  little.''    N.  i>i;  K. 
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fail  to  cause  van  Rensselaer  serious  consideration.  He  had  many 
children;  how  would  they  fare  if  he  should  perish,  as  so  many  had? 
So  he  wished  to  make  disposition  in  regard  to  Rensselaerswyck, 
which  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  according  to  article  7  of  the  conceded 
Freedoms.  He  therefore  applied,  in  November  1639,  to  the  Nine- 
teen for  this  permission.  It  seems  that  the  patroon,  who  as  we 
have  said  had  a  three  fifths  interest  in  the  enterprise,  had  taken 
this  step  without  the  knowledge  of  his  partners;  in  no  wise  to 
mislead  them,  for  who,  better  than  he,  could  know  that  as  directors 
it  would  come  immediately  to  the  notice  of  Blommaert  and  dc  Laet? 
Van  Rensselaer  was  too  noble  and  honorable  a  man  to  do  any- 
thing but  what  he  thought  to  be  right.  But  it  seems  that  dc  Laet, 
and  soon  the  other  partners  also,  took  quite  a  different  view  of  their 
mutual  relations.  K  ilia  en  was  certainly  the  administrator  and 
owner  of  more  than  half  of  the  colony,  but  they  had  also  had  rights, 
and  rights  equal  to  the  patroon's.  What  else  was  he  planning  than 
to  place  himself,  at  their  expense,  in  possession  of  the  whole 
colony?  *Thcy  began  to  suspect  him,  to  confer  together  and  to 
devise  measures  distasteful  to  the  patroon  ;  and  when  he  pressed  for 
settlement,  this,  to  his  great  surprise,  was  refused  by  dc  Laet, 
unless  the  patroon  would  declare  how  he  understood  the  patroon- 
ship.  Although  he  sai'l  that  he  intended  to  defraud  none  of  his 
partners,  but  only,  in  what  concerned  himself,  to  insist  on  the 
rights  and  prerogatives  granted  to  the  patroon  by  the  sixth  article 
<>f  the  Freedoms,  that  did.  not  help  him.  Dc  Laet  remained  un- 
willing to  pay47  the  sum  already  owing,  which  had  been  advanced 
by  the  patroon,  and  he  as  well  as  the  other  partners  would  not  even 
meet  with  the  patroon  for  the  discussion  of  necessary  measures. 

From  the  letters  which  van  Rensselaer  wrote  as  wrell  to  dc  Laet 
as  to  Muyssart  in  the  years  1040  and  1641,  we  may  learn  what  the 
partners  wanted.48 

It  seems  that  they  considered  themselves  owners  of  a  part  of 
the  colony  equivalent  to  their  share,  while  file  patroon  asserted  that 
they  were  coowners  of  the  whole.  They  insisted  therefore  not 
n"ly  upon  the  division  of  the  colony  into  the  five  lordships,  of 
winch  it  consisted.4''  but  desired  al>o  to  enter  upon  the  enjoyment 
"I  manorial  rights  and  to  exercise  the  same  over  such  portions  a^ 

'  1  <niss,iint  Muyssgrt  seems  to  have  paid.  Tit-  had  need  to  keep  friends  with  the 
patroon  since  lie  supplied  duffel,  blankets  and  similar  articles.    N;  nF.  R.  1 

■  Letter  of  kiliaen  :  ni  Reusse&M  to  Toussaini  Muyssart  at  Leydcn,  May  7,  1640 
ft-        rH.    H.  nr.  R. 

"«  't'n.nr.-  tin-  WoAfit  ,,f  jui-i-'lw-tinn.  rt-\.  Appendix  K  h>.  306-13  of  this  vohmiel. 
!:    '  t..  allot  throe  uf  these  lyrdbhij?  to  the  family  of  van  Rensselaer  and 

l*o  t"  the  partners.    X.  p«  R, 
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should  be  allotted  to  them.  The  patroon  pointed  out  that  this  con- 
flicted with  the  sixth  article  of  the  Freedoms,  which  recognized 
only  one  patroon  entrusted  with  jurisdiction  and  also  with  the  con- 
ditions by  which  the  four  patroons  had  bound  themselves  and  with 
the  facts,  proved  by  the  administration,  the  appointment  of  officials 
and  engaging  of  colonists,  all  of  which  measures  were  executed  by 
the  patroon  without  the  interposition  of  his  partners;  and  finally, 
by  the  deeds  of  the  territories,  which  stood  exclusively  in  his  name. 
But  he  also  proved  that  from  a  practical  point  of  view  the  division 
would  not  be  advantageous.  How  could  one  divide  the  grist-mill, 
the  sawmill,  the  brewery?  What  would  become  of  the  shoemaker, 
the  blacksmith  or  the  carpenter?  Now  each  one  of  them  could 
find  work  because  the  colony  was  undivided.  And  how  vexatious 
it  would  be  when  the  farm  laborers,  who  so  willingly  changed  from 
farm  to  farm,  should  go  over  from  one  independent  part  of  the 
colony  to  another?  The  patroon  argued,  and  we  believe  rightly, 
that  it  would  cause  the  downfall  of  the  colony.  To  keep  control 
in  one  hand  was  needful.  What  use  was  it  for  him  to  bring  up 
every  matter  of  common  interest  for  discussion,  when  he,  as  owner 
of  three  fifths,  could  always  outvote  the  others?50 

It  would  be  most  unjust  that  he  who  continually  and  quite  alone 
had  been  diligent  in  the  matter  and  brought  it  to  good  results  with 
great  promise  in  the  near  future,  should  now,  without  ground  for 
questioning  his  management  or  his  accounts,  be  removed  from  the 
government  by  his  partners,  of  whom  Mr  dc  Lact  had  never  given 
himself  the  trouble  even  to  break  a  lance  for  the  colony  in  the 
Assembly  of  the  Nineteen. 

He  was  not  disinclined  to  concession.  For  instance,  he  was 
willing  to  assign  some  farms  to  the  partners,  if  his  overlordship, 
his  higher  and  lower  jurisdiction  and  his  manorial  rights  were  sub- 
mitted to  and  recognized.  He  was  even  willing  to  grant  them  per- 
mission to  nominate  persons  to  office  provided  that  the  commission^ 
were  given  by  the  patroon.  The  jurisdiction  wras  indivisible.  The 
Freedoms  granted  to  the  patroons  in  1628-29  spoke  of  no  separa- 
tion. If  the  partners  wished  to  have  exclusive  possession  of  a 
farm  or  even  of  one  of  the  territories,  the  relations  between  them 
and  the  patroon  must  be  those  of  vassal  and  lord.  If  they  would 
agree  to  this,  he  would  cede  them  the  possession  of  one  fifth  of 
the  intermediate  and  one  tenth  of  the  lower  jurisdictions. 

Such  a  bond  did  not  attract  the  partners,  especially  dc  Lact,  who 

M  In  order  to  demonstrate  how  intolerable  tilts  would  be,  the  patroon  referred  to 
t!ir  example  of  Mr  Gottijn,  whose  colony  perished  because  he  was  unable  to  gesur? 
agreement  in  its  management.    N.  pe  R. 
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made  himself  their .  spokesman.  They  desired  free  rule,  freedom 
of  jurisdiction,  and  rebelled  at  the  idea  of  resigning  the  slightest 
fraction  of  freedom  for  "  non freedom,"  as  they  perversely  viewed 
it,  under  the  patroon. 

Although  they  had  now  won  over  the  patroon  to  the  idea  of  an 
actual  division  into  lordships,  they  held  on  to  the  scheme  of  coad- 
ministration and  cojurisdiction  with  the  lord  paramount,  not  allow- 
ing themselves,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  be  convinced  of  its 
practical  impossibility  by  the  appeal  of  Kiliacn. 

In  the  meantime,  van  Rensselaer  had  gained  the  Company's  con- 
sent to  make  disposition  by  his  last  will  and  testament  as  he  pleased 
of  the  property  he  held  in  fief,  and  on  January  29,  1 641,  he  sought 
the  approval  of  the  States  General,  which  was  granted  to  him  by 
letters  patent  of  February  5  following.51 

From  the  wording-  of  the  grant  thus  obtained  by  him,  it  is  most 
evident  that  the  patroon  believed  a  settlement  with  his  partners 
possible  on  the  basis  of  recognition  of  his  feudal  rights.  We  read 
indeed,  in  a  quotation  from  the  actual  words  of  his  request,  that 
he  wished  to  dispose  of  this  "  for  the  benefit  of  his  children, 
friends,  relatives  and  also  strangers,  as  he  may  please  and  see  fit." 
Under  the  words  "  strangers  "  he  may  be  supposed  to  have  really 
provided  for  the  interests  of  his  partners. 

The  partners  debated  for  some  months  whether  they  should  go 
to  law  but  appear  to  have  abandoned  this  plan.  We  hear  no  more 
of  the  matter  during  the  patroon's  lifetime.  They  became  good 
friends  again  and  went  on  with  the  work  of  annually  dispatching  a 
good-sized  consignment  of  merchandise  to  the  colony.  They  paid 
their  assessments  but  not  until  after  they  had  expressly  reserved 
their  rights  by  the  protest  of  July  1,  164 1. 

So  these  difficulties  were  taken  out  of  the  way  of  van  Renssc- 
hcr™* 


"  Sec  O'Callaghah,  Holland  Documents  [Doc.  ret.  to  Col  Hist.  N.  K.J,  l:i24.  The 
•original  instrument  of  the  same  date,   p.    us,   is  among  the   archives  of  the  Bowief 
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Charter  of  the  West  India  Company  62 

June  3,  1621 
Original  text 

Octroy,  By  de  Hooge  Mogende  Heeren  Staten  Generael,  verleent 
aende  West-Indische  Compagnie,  in  date  den  derden  Iunij  1 621. 

De  Staten  Generael  der  Vereenichde  Nederlanden,  Allen  den 
geenen  die  dese  jegenwoordige  sullen  sien  ofte  hooren  leseu,  Saluyt. 
DOEN  TE  WETEN,  dat  Wy  bemerekende  den  welstant  deser  Lan- 
den, endc  welvaren  vande  Ingesetenen  van  dien,  principalijck  te 
bestaen  by  de  Scheep-vaert  ende  Koophandel,  die  van  alien  ouden 
tijden  uyt  de  selve  Landen  geluckelijek  ende  met  grooten  zegen 
ghedreven  is  gewecst,  op  alle  Landen  ende  Koninghrijcken.  SCO 
1ST,  dat  Wy  begeerende  dat  de  voorsz  Ingesetenen,  niet  alleen  by 
haere  voorgaende  Navigatie,  Traffijcqite  ende  Hanteringe  werden 
gheconserveert,  maer  oock  dat  haer  Traffijcque  soo  veel  moghelijck 
sou  den  mogen  toe-nemen,  bysoiider  in  cunformiteyt  vande  Tracta- 
ten,  Alliantien,  Verbonden  ende  Eiltrecoursen,  op  de  Trafficque  ende 
Zee-vaert  met  andere  Princen,  Republijcquen  ende  Volckeren 
eertijts  gemaeckt,  die  wy  in  alien  deelen  pimctuelick  verstaen  onder- 
houden  ende  achtervolght  te  moeten  werden:  Ende  wy  by  experi- 
entie  bevinden,  dat  sonder  ghemeene  hulpe,  assistentie  ende  middelen 
van  een  Generale  Compagnie,  niet  vruehtbaerlijeks  iuden  Quartieren 
hier  naer  ghedesigneert,  ghedreven,  beschermt  ende  gemainteneert 
en  kan  werden,  niits  de  grOote  avonture  van  Zee-rooveryen,  ex- 
torsien  ende  andcr  shits,  die  up  soo  groote  verre  reysen  zijn  vallende, 
Soo  hebben  wy  midts  verscheyden  ende  andere  pregnante  re  den  en 
ende  consideratien  ons  daer  toe  moverendc,  met  rijpe  deliberate  van 
Raede,  ende  uyt  liooch-dringende  oorsaeeken,  goct  gevonden,  dat  die 
Sehecp-vaert,  Handelinge  ende  Commercieu  hide  quartieren  van 

6-  For  roa-uns  stated  in  the  introduction,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  prefix  to  the 
translations  of  the  Van  Rensselaer  Bozvier  Mss  the  fundamental  documents  regulating 
the  organization  and  internal  management  of  the  West  India  Company.  The  charter 
was  first  issued  in  Dutch,  in  pamphlet  form,  in  1621  (Asher,  Bibliographical  Essay, 
p.  99.  no.  54);  reprinted  in  pamphlet  form  with  the  amplifications  of  June  10,  iGjj, 
and  Feb.  13,  1623,  and  the  agreement  of  June  21,  1623,  in  1623,  1624,  1629  and  1642 
(Asher,  no.  55-61);  also  printed  in  Dutch  in  de  Laet.  Historic  ofte  Iacrlijck  Vcrhael, 
1644,  introd.  p.  [7-16];  Gr<u>t  Placaet  Bocck,  1658-1797/,  vol...  1,  col.  565-78;  Aitzema, 
Siil.cn  tun  Staet  en  Oorlogh,  1669  72,  1:62-66;  and  Tjassens,  Zee-Politic,  1670,  p. 
305-17.    The  present  copy  follows  the  official  text  of  the  Croat  Placaet  Bocck. 
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Charter  of  the  West  India  Company 52a 
June  3,  1621 
Translation 

Charter  granted  by  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  the  States  General 
to  the  West  India  Company,  dated  the  3d  of  June  162 1. 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  to  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents  or  hear  fchem  read,  greeting-.  Be  it  known,  that 
we,  noticing'  that  the  prosperity  of  this  country  and  the  welfare 
of  its  inhabitants  consist  principally  in  navigation  and  trade,  which 
from  time  immemorial  has  been  carried  on  by  this  country  with 
good  fortune  and  great  blessing  with  all  countries  and  kingdoms ; 
and  desiring  that  the  aforesaid  inhabitants  not  only  be  maintained 
in  their  former  navigation,  commerce  and  trade,  but  also  that  their 
commerce  may  be  increased  as  much  as  possible,  especially  in  con- 
formity with  the  treaties,  alliances,  conventions  and  covenants  con- 
cerning commerce  and  navigation  formerly  made  with  other 
princes,  republics  and  nations,  which  we  intend  shall  be  punctually 
kept  and  observed  in  all  their  parts  ;  and  finding  by  experience  that 
without  the  common  help,  aid  and  means  of  a  general  company, 
no  profitable  business  can  be  carried  on,  protected  and  maintained 
in  the  part.-  hereafter  designated  on  account  of  the  great  risk  from 
pirates,  extortions  and  the  like,  which  are  incurred  on  such  long 
and  distant  voyages;  we.  therefore,  many  other  and  different  preg- 
nant reasons  and  considerations  also  us  thereunto  moving,  after 
mature  deliberation  of  Council,  and  for  very  pressing  causes,  have 
resolved  that  the  navigation,  trade  and  commerce  in  the  West 

:'-*  The  0;  !y  translation  of  this  charter  heretofore  printed  is  the  very  imperfect  one  in 
Hazard,  Historical  Collections  of  Slate  Papers,  1:121—31,  literally  reprinted  in  O'Cal- 
lai  fian,  History  of  New  Nctherland,  1:3939—407;  for  criticism  of  this  see  J.  F,  Jameson's 
article  on  'Usselinx  in  Papers  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  1SS7,  2: 160, 
-•■i  -j.  Translations,  differing  but  slightly  from  the  present,  of  the  preamble  and 
articles  1-3  and  45  appear  in  British"- Blue  Book,  Venezuela  No.  3,  (1896),  p.  53-54; 
**i  article  2  in  Report  of  the  U.  S.  Commission  on  Boundary  between  Venezuela  and 
British  Guiana,   1806— 97,  1:iio— 11. 
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West-Indien  ende  Africa  ende  andcren  hicr  naer  ghedesigneert, 
voortaen  nice  anders  on  sal  werden  gedrevcn,  dan  met  gemeene 
vereenichde  maeht  vande  Koopluyden  ende  Ingcselenen  deser  Lan- 
den, ende  dat  tot  dien  eynde  opgerecht  sal  worden  eene  Generale 
Compagnie,  die  \vy  uyt  sonderlmge  affectie  tot  den  gemeynen  wel- 
stant,  ende  omme  de  Ingestenen  van  dien  te  conserveren  in  goede 
Nceringhe  ende  weivaert,  sullen  niaintenereu  ende  verstercken  met 
onse  hulpe,  faveur  ends  assistentie,  voor  soo  veel  den  jegenwoordi- 
gen  staet  ende  ghestalten^e  der  Landen  eenichsins  kan  verdragen, 
ende  daer  toe  te  voorsien  met  behoorlijck  Octroy,  ende  met  de 
Privilegien  ende  Exemption  hier  naer  volgende,  Te  weten: 

I.  Dat  binnen  den  tijt  van  vier-cn-twintich  Jaren,  niemant  vande 
Ingeboornen  ofte  Ingeseteuen  deser  Landen,  anders  dan  allecn  uyt 
den  Naem  van  dese  Vereenichde  Compagnie  uyt  dese  Vereenichde 
Nederlanden,  nochte  oock  van  buyten  de  selve  Landen  sal  mogen 
varen  ofte  Negotieren  op  de  Kusten  ende  Landen  van  Africa,  van- 
den  Tropico  Cancri,  tot  Cabo  de  bonne  Esperance,  nochte  op  de 
Landen  van  America,  ofte  West-Indicn,  beginflende  van't  Zuyt- 
eynde  van  Terra  Xova,  door  de  Stratcn  van  i\fagellanes,  le  Maire, 
ofte  andere  Stratcn  ende  Passagien  daer  ontrent  ghelegen,  tot  de 
Strate  van  Anjan,  soo  op  de  Noort-zee,  als  op  de  Zuyt-zee,  nochte 
op  eenige  Eylandcn  aende  eene  ende  andere  zij den  ende  tusschen 
beyden  gelegen ;  Mitsgaders  op  de  Anstraelsche  ofte  Zuyderlanden, 
streckende  ende  leggende  tusschen  beyde  de  Mcridiauen,  racckende 
in't  Oosten  de  Cabo  de  bonne  Esperance,  ende  in't  Westen  het  Oost- 
eynde  van  Xova  Guinea  incluys.  Ende  soo  wie  sonder  consent  van 
dese  Compagnie  hem  sal  vervorderen  te  varen,  ofte  te  Negotieren  op 
eenige  Plaetsen  binnen  de  voorsz  Limiten,  dese  Compagnie  gheac- 
cordeert,  dat  sal  zijn  op  de  verbeurte  vande  Schepen  ende  Goedercn, 
die  bevonden  sullen  werden  op  de  voorschreve  Kusten  ende  Gewes- 
ten  te  handeien,  de  welcke  datelijek  ende  al  ominc  van  wegen  de 
voorschreve  Compagnie,  aengetast,  ghenomen  ende  als  verbeurt, 
ten  behoeve  van  de  selve  gehouden  sullen  mogen  werden.  Endc  in 
cas  soodanigc  Schepen  ofte  Goederen  verkocht  mochten  wesen,  ofte 
in  andere  Landen  ofte  Ilavenen  in-gheloopen,  sullen  de  Reeders  ende 
Participanten  vo<  »r  de  waerde  vantie  selve  Schepen  ende  goederen 
mogen  werd.cn  geexecuteert :  Uytgesondert  alleen,  dat  de  geene  die 
voor  date  van  dit  Octroy,  uyt  dese  ofte  andere  Landen,  op  eenige 
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Indies,  Africa  and  other  countries  hereafter  designated,  shall 
henceforth  not  be  carried  on  otherwise  than  with  the  common 
united  strength  of  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  this  country 
and  that  to  this  end  there  shall  be  established  a  general  company 
which,  on  account  of  our  great  love  for  the  common  weal  and  in 
order  to  conserve  the  trade  and  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country,  we  will  maintain  and  strengthen  with  our  help,  favor  and 
assistance,  so  far  as  the  present  state  and  condition  of  this  country 
will  in  any  way  admit,  and  for  that  purpose  furnish  with  a  proper 
charter  and  endow  with  the  privileges  and  exemptions  hereafter 
enumerated,  to  wit : 

I.  That  for  the  period  of  twenty-four  years  no  native  or  in- 
habitant of  this  country  shall  be  permitted,  except  in  the  name  of 
this  United  Company,  from  these  United  Netherlands  nor  even 
from  any  place  outside  of  them,  to  sail  to  or  trade  with  the.  coasts 
and  countries  of  Africa,  from  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  ;  nor  to  or  with  the  countries  of  America,  or  the  West 
Indies,  beginning  at  the  south  end  of  Terra  Nova,  through  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  Ic  Mairc,  and  other  straits  and  passages  sit- 
uated thereabouts,  to  the  Strait  of  Anjan,^  neither  on  the  North 
Sea  nor  on  the  South  Sea,  nor  to  or  with  any  islands  situated  on 
the  one  side  or  the  other,  or  between  both ;  nor  to  or  with  the 
Australian  or  South  Lands,  extending  and  lying  between  the  two 
meridians  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  east,  and  of  the  east 
end  of  New  Guinea  in  the  west,  inclusive.-  And  whoever  shall 
venture,  without  the  consent  of  this  Company,  to  sail  to  or  to  traffic 
with  any  places  within  the  aforesaid  limits  granted  to  this  Com- 
pany, shall  forfeit  the  ships  and  goods  which  shall  be  found  trad- 
ing upon  the  aforesaid  coasts  and  lands,  the  which  in  the  name  of 
the  aforesaid  Company  may  immediately  and  everywhere  be 
attached,  seized  and  held  as  confiscated  property  for  the  behoof  of 
the  same.  And  in  case  such,  ship  or  goods  shall  have  been  sold 
or  taken  to  other  countries  or  ports,  the  owners  and  partners  may 
be  levied  on  for  the  value  of  those  ships  and  goods;  except  only, 
that  they,  who  before  the  date  of  this  charter  shall  have  sailed 
from  these  or  other  countries  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  coasts,  shall 

A  Strait  of  Anjan;  corresponding  to  Bering  Str;iit.  "Strictly  speaking,  the  Strait 
■  f  An  Jan  is  not  laid  down  on  the  old  maps  at  the  same  point  as  our  Bering  Strait; 
out    that    is   only    because   the   northern    Pacific   was    unknown.     As    it   was    the  strait 

[•posed  to  divide  America  from  Asia,  it  exactly  coincides  with  Bering  1  Strait  as  a 
Prfort  of  U.  S.  Commission  on  Boundary  betzveen  y enczucla  and  British 
Guiana,  1.  jqq. 
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der  voorsz  Kusten  uytgeloopen  ofte  uytgesonden  zijn,  hunne  hande- 
linge  totten  uytkoop  haerdcr  goederen,  ende  weder-kommen  in  dcsc 
Landen,  ofte  aiidersints,  tcr  expiratie  toe  van  haer  Octroy,  soo  sy 
voor  desen  eenich  hebben  verkregen,  sullen  vermogen  te  conthiueren, 
ende  langer  niet:  Behoudelick  dat  naer  den  eersteu  Julij  sesthien 
hondcrt  een  ende  twintich,  dage,  ende  tijde  des  higancks  van  desen 
Octroye,  niemant  eenige  Schepen  ofte  goederen  en  sal  vermogen 
uyt  te  seynden  naer  dc  Quartieren  in  desen  Octroye  begrepen,  al- 
waer't  dat  voor  date  van  dien  dese  Compagnie  noch  niet  eyntelick 
en  ware  gesloten:  Maer  sullen  dacr  inne  voorsieu  snicks  als  behoort, 
tegens  den  geenen  die  wetens  in  fraude  van  dese  onse  goede  mee- 
nirige  net  ghemeene  beste  soecken  te  frustreren :  Welverstaende  dat 
de  Zout-vaert  op  Ponte  del  Re  sal  mogen  werden  gecontinueert,  op 
conditien  ende  Instructien  by  ons  dacr  van  verleden  ofte  te  verlijden, 
sonder  aen  desen  Octroye  anders  te  wesen  verbonden. 

II.  Dat  voorts  de  voorschreve  Compagnie  op  onsen  Name  ende 
authoritcyt,  binnen  dc  Limiten  hier  vooren  ghestelt,  sal  mogen 
maecken  Contracten,  Vcrbintenissen  ende  Alliancien  met  dc  Princen 
ende  Naturelen  vandc  Landen  dacr  time  begrepen,  mitsgaders  al- 
dacr  eenige  Fortresses  ende  verseecK'crtlicrlcn  bouwen,  Gou\'er- 
neurs,  Arolck  van  Oorloge,  ende  Officers  van  Jnstitie,  ende  tot  and  ere 
nootetijeke  diensten,  tot  conscrvatic  vandc  Plaetsen,  onderhoudinge 
van  goede  ordrc,  Policie  ende  Jnstitie :  Eensamentlijck  tot  voorde- 
ringe  vande  Neeringe  stellen,  deporteren  ende  af-stellen,  ende  weder- 
om  andere  in  bare  plaetse  surrogueren,  naer  syluyden  naer  gelegcnt- 
heyt  van  saecken  sullen  bevinden  tc  bebooren  ;  Voorts  populatie  van 
vrucbtbarc  ende  onbewoonde  Quartieren  mogen  bevordcren,  ende  al- 
les  docn  dat  den  dienst  der  Landen,  profijt  ende  vcrmeerdcringe  van- 
den  handel  sal  vereyscheu,  Ende  sullen  die  vande  Compagnie  ons 
successivelijck  communiceren,  ende  over-leveren  soodanige  Contract- 
ten  ende  Alliancen  als  sy  mette  voor scbr eve  Princen  ende  Natien  sul- 
len HebBen  gemaeckt,  mitsgaders  dc  ghelegentheyt  vanden  Fortres- 
sen,  verseeckertheden  ende  populatien  by  henluyden  tcr  banden 
genomen. 

TIL  Behoudelick  dat  sylieden  cenen  Gouverncur  Generael  ver- 
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be  permitted  to  continue  their  trade  till  they  have  sold  their  goods 
and  come  baek  io  this  country,  or  otherwise  until  the  expiration  of 
their  charter  if  they  have  been  granted  any  before  this  date,  and  no 
longer.  Provided,  that  after  the  first  of  July,  sixteen  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  the  dav  and  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  charter, 
no  one  shall  be  permitted  to  send  any  ships  or  goods  to  the  places 
comprehended  in  this  charter  even  if  this  ►Company  should  not 
be  fully  organized  before  that  date;  but  proper  provision  shall 
he  made  against  those  who  knowingly  and  fraudulently  seek  to 
frustrate  our  good  intentions  for  the  common  weal ;  it  being  under- 
stood that  the  salt  trade  at  Ponte  del  Rc  may  be  continued  accord- 
ing to  the  conditions  and  instructions  already  given,  or  to  be  given 
by  us  respecting  it,  without  being  in  any  way  restricted  by  this 
charter. 

IT.  That  further  the  aforesaid  Company,  in  our  name  and  by 
our  authority,  within  the  limits  hereinbefore  set  forth,  shall  have 
p»wcr  to  make  contracts,  leagues  and  alliances  with  the  princes  and 
natives  of  the  countries  therein  comprised  also  to  build  any  fort- 
resses and  strongholds  there ;  to  appoint/'1  transfer,  discharge  and 
replace  governors,  troops  and  officers  of  justice  and  for  other 
necessary  services,  for  the  preservation  of  the  places,  the  main- 
tenance of  good  order,  police  and  justice,  in  general  for  the 
furtherance  of  trade,  as  according  to  circumstances  they  shall  sec 
fit ;  moreover,  they  may  promote  the  settlement  of  fertile  and  unin- 
habited districts,  and  do  all  that  the  service  of  this  country  and  the 
profit  and  increase  of  trade  shall  require.  And  the  [directors] 
of  the  Company  shall  regularly  communicate  to  us  and  transmit 
such  contracts  and  alliances  as  they  shall  have  made  with  the 
aforesaid  princes  and  nations,  likewise  [report]  the  situation  of 
the  fortresses,  strongholds  and  settlements  by  them  begun. 


in.  Provided  that  when  they  have  chosen  a  governor  general 

M  The   translation   of   art.    2   of   this   charter,    in   the   Report   of   the    U.   S.  Com- 
on  Boundary   between    Vckezueta  and  British  Guiana,  l:no,  has  at  this  point, 
•n  brackets,  the  won!  py&zidg  with   the   following  footnote:     "This  important  verb  is 
tiittcfl    in    tlx-    charter    as    printed    in    the    Croat    Flaeaei-Rnck ,  'in    Aitzema,    and  in 
I  jav>eiis  —  and  so,  perhaps,   in  the  original  document;  hut  it  is  supplied^,  in  the  new 
irfer  of  1674,  as  acnstellen."    As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  such  omission  occurs,  for  the 
.'■■Hen   which   appears    further   down    in   connection   with   the   words  deportercn 
Of  st tt Hen,  refers  hack  to  governors,  troops  and  officers  of  justice. 
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kooren,  code  voor  hem  Instructie  geconcipieert  hebbende,  dc  sclvc 
dacr  naer  by  ons  geapprobeert  ende  Conttnissje  ghegeven  sal  worden, 
Ende  dat  voorts  soodanigen  Gouverucur  Gene-rael,  soo  wel  als  an- 
dcrc  Vice-Gouverneurs,  Comman'deurs  ende  Officicrcn,  gehouden 
sullen  wesen  den  eedt  van  getrouwicheyt  aen  ons  te  doen,  ende  oock 
aendc  Compagnie. 

IV.  Ende  indien  de  voorsz  Compagnie  op  eenige  dor  voorsz  Plaet- 
sen  in  schijn  van  vrientschap  bedrogen,  ofte  qualijck  ghetracteert 
mochte  werden,  ofte  dat  in  *t  vertrouwen  van  eenige  Penningen  ofte 
Koopmanschappen,  de  selve  sonder  restitutie  ofte  betalinge  daer 
van  te  genieten,  gehouden  worden,  dat  sy  de  schade  naer  ghelegent- 
heyt  der  saecken,  ende  naer  dat  sy  best  sullen  vermogen.  sullen  doen 
repareren,  deur  alsulckc  middelen  als  men  gevoechlijck  sal  konncn 
doen. 

V.  Ende  alsoo  tot  plantinge,  verseeckeringe  ende  defensie  van 
desen  handel,  oock  noodich  sal  zijn  eenicli  Krijghs-volck  mede  te 
nemen,  sullen  wy  naer  de  constitute  van't  Landt  ende  gelegentbeyt 
van  saecken,  de  voorsz  Compagnie  voorsien  met  soodanich  Volck 
van  Oorloge,  van  Commandement  ende  van  Fortificatien,  als  noodich 
sal  wesen,  inits  dat  die  by  de  Compagnie  sullen  worden  betaelt  ende 
onderhouden. 

VI.  De  welcke  boven  den  Eedt  die  sy  aen  ons  ende  Sijn  Excel- 
lentie  hebben  gedaen,  oock  sweeren  sullen,  bet  Commandement  van- 
de  voorsz  Compagnie  te  volgen,  ende  hare  saecken  te  helpcn  voorde- 
ren  naer  haer  beste  vermogen. 

VII.  Dat  de  Provoosten  vande  Compagnie  aen  Lant  sullen  mogen 
apprebenderen  bet  Krijgs-volck  ende  ander  Volck  van  Oorloge,  dat 
hen  in  dienste  vande  voorsz  Conipagnie  begeven  heeft,  ende  dc 
gheapprehendeerde  t'Scheep  brengen,  't  zy  in  wat  Steden,  Plact- 
sen  ofte  Jurisdictien  van  dese  Landen  de  selve  bevonden  mochten 
werden,  Mits  dat  de  Provoosten  te  vooren  sullen  aenspreken  d'Offi- 
ciers  ende  Magistraten  vande  Steden  ende  Plaetsen  daer  snicks  valt. 

VIII.  l>at  wy  egeen  Schepen,  Geschut  ofte  Ammunitien  van  dese 
Compagnie  tot  dienste  deser  Landen  en  sullen  nemen,  dan  met  con- 
sent vande  selve  Compagnie. 

IX.  Hebben  voorts  dese  Compagnie  gheoctroyeert,  geprivilegeert 
ende  ghegunt,  bctroyeren  ende  gunnen  mils  desen,  dat  sy  met  a  tie 
hare  Schepen  ende  goedcren  yry  sullen  mogen  passeren  voor-by 
allc  Tolleu  eenige  der  Vereeniehde  Provincien  toekomende,  ende 
dat  sy  de  selve  vryheyt  sullen  gebmycken  in  Strieker  voegen  als  de 
vrye  Ingesetenen  vande  Steden  deser  Landen  daer  inne  hare  vrydoni- 
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piiil  prepared  instructions  for  him,  the  same  must  be  approved, 
fend  the  commission  given  by  us;  and  further,  that  such  governor 
general,  as  also  other  vice  governors,  commanders  and  officers, 
I  hall  be  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  us  and  also  to  the 
[company. 

j  r  -•  - 

I  IV.  And  if  the  aforesaid  Company  in  any  of  .the  aforesaid  places 
I  be  cheated  under  the  pretense  of  friendship  or  tadly  treated,  or  if 
j  any  money  or  g'oods  entrusted  by  them  be  kept  without  their  re- 
I  ceiving  restitution  or  payment,  they  may  according  to  circumstances 
[  and  the  best  of  their  ability  cause  the  loss  to  be  made  good  by  all 
r  Mich  means  as  can  properly  be  employed. 


V.  And  as  it  will  also  be  necessary  for  the  establishment,  security 
and  defense  of  this  trade  to  take  some  troops  along,  we  will,  ac- 
cording to  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  situation  of  affairs, 
furnish  the  said  Company  with  such  troops  for  field  and  garrison 
duty  as  shall  be  necessary,  provided  they  be  paid  and  supported 
by  the  Company. 

VI.  Which  troops,  besides  the  oath  already  taken  to  us  and  to 
iiis  Excellency,  shall  swear  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  said  Com- 
pany and  to  help  promote  their  interests  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability. 

VII.  That  the  provosts  of  the  Company  on  shore  shall  have 
power  to  apprehend  any  soldiers  or  other  of  the  military  that 
have  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  aforesaid  Company  and  to  con- 
fine them  on  board  ship  in  whatever  city,  place  or  jurisdiction  of 
this  country  they  may  be  found;  provided  the  provosts  first  inform 
tlte  officers  and  magistrates  of  the  cities  and  places  where  this 
occurs. 

VIII.  That  we  will  not  take  any  ships,  ordnance  or  ammunition 
belonging  to  the  Company,  for  the  use  of  this  country,  except 
*Uh  the  consent  of  the  said  Company. 

IX.  We  have  further  granted,  privileged  and  conceded  this  Com- 
r-mv,  and  do  hereby  grant  and  concede,  that  they  may  pass  freelv 
•' ,Jh  all  their  ships  and  goods  without  paying  toll  to  any  of  the 

*  uited  Provinces  and  that  they  may  use  this  freedom  in  the  same 
:'  annirr  as  the  free. inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  this  country  enjoy 
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men  zijn  genietende,  oock  niet  tegenstaende  eenige  onvrye  Per- 
soonen  in  dose  Compagnie  zijn  participcrende. 

X.  Dat  alle  de  goederen  die  dese  Compagnie,  gheduyrende  den 
tijdt  van  acht  eerst-komende  Jaren,  sullen  uyt  dese  Landen  vperen 
nae  de  quartieren  van  YVest-Indien  ende  Africa,  ende  andere 
biniien  de  voorsz  Li  mite  n  begrepen,  ende  die  sy  van  daer  in  dese 
Landen  sullen  brengen,  sullen  wesen  vry  van  uytgaende  ende 
inkomende  Convoyen :  Welverstaende  by  soo  verre  naer  de  expiralic 
vande  voorschreve  acht  Jaren,  den  Staet  ende  gelegentheyt  deser 
Landen  niet  toe  en  laet  dien  vrydom  van  acht  Jaeren  noch  voor  een 
tijdt  van  Jaeren  te  continueren,  dat  de  selve  goederen  daer  naer, 
nochte  oock  de  waren  uyt  de  quartieren  in  desen  Octroye  gedesig- 
neeri,  ghekomen,  ende  wederom  uyt  desen  Lande  gaende,  inde 
uytgaende  Convoyen  ende  Licenten,  geduyrende  den  gheheelen  tijdt 
van  desen  Octroye,  niet  hooger  by  ons  sullen  werden  beswaert,  dan 
die  jegenwoordelijck  beswaert  zijn,  ten  ware  \vy  wederom  in  Oor- 
loge  quamen  te  geraecken,  in  welcken  ghevalle  alle  de  voorschreve 
goederen  ende  Waren  niet  hooger  by  ons  en  sullen  werden  beswaert, 
als  die  op  de  laeste  Lijste  by  tijde  vanden  Oorloge  beswaert  zijn 
gheweest. 

XL  Ende  op  dat  dese  Compagnie  soude  mogen  bestacn  by  een 
goede  Regieringe,  ten  meesten  profijte  ende  contentement  van  alle 
de  Participanten,  Soo  hebben  Wy  geordonueert,  dat  de  selve  Regie- 
ringe sal  bestaen  in  vijf  Kameren  van  Bewinthebberen,  als  een  bin- 
nen  Amsterdam,  die  hebben  sal  de  administratie  van  vier  negende- 
parten :  een  Kamer  in  Zeelandt,  voor  twee  negende-parten :  Een  Ka- 
mcr  op  de  Maze,  voor  ecu  ncgende-part :  Een  Kamer  in  't  Noor- 
der-quartier,  voor  een  negende-part :  Ende  de  vijfde  Kamer  in 
Vrieslandt,  mitsgaders  Stadt  ende  Landen  mede  voor  een  negende- 
])art,  op  dc  Conditie  in  bet  Register  van  onse  Resolutien  gestelt,  ende 
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their  freedom,  notwithstanding  some  persons  who  are  not  free 
should  be  members  of  this  Company. 

X.  That  all  the  goods  which  this  Company  during-  the  eight  next 
ensuing  years  shall  carry  out  of  this  country  to  the  West  Indies 
and  Africa,  and  other  places  comprised  within  the  aforesaid  limits, 
and  those  which  they  shall  bring  thence  into  this  country  shall  be 
exempt  from  outgoing  and  ingoing  convoy ,  charges  ;55  provided, 
that  if  at  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid  eight  years,  the  state  and 
condition  of  this  country  will  not  admit  of  this  eight  years'  free- 
dom's continuing  for  another  term  of  years,  then  outgoing  convoy 
charges  and  license  fees"'0  on  the  said  goods  and  merchandise 
coming  from  the  places  mentioned  in  this  charter  and  again  ex- 
ported from  this  country,  during  the  whole  term  of  this  charter 
shall  not  be  rated  higher  by  us  than  they  are  rated  at  present; 
unless  we  should  be  again  engaged  in  war,  in  which  case  all  the 
aforesaid  goods  and  merchandises  shall  not  be  rated  higher  by  us 
than  they  were  in  the  last  list  in  time  of  war. 


XI.  And  in  order  that  this  Company  may  have  a  good  govern- 
ment, to  the  greatest  profit  and  satisfaction1  of  all  the  participants, 
we  have  ordained  that  the  said  government  shall  be  vested  in  five 
Chambers  of  directors  —  one  at  Amsterdam  which  shall  have  the 
management  of  four  ninths;  one  Chamber  in  Zealand,  of  two  ninths; 
one  Chamber  on  the  Maze,  of  one  ninth;  one  Chamber  in  the  Noor- 
tier-quartier/*7  of  one  ninth;  and  the  fifth  Chamber  in  Friesland  to- 
gether with  Stadt  ende  Land  en  *s  also  of  one  ninth  —  upon  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  register  of  our  resolutions  and  the  agrec- 

63  Conioycn;  import  and  export  duties  levied  in  1572  by  the  province  of  Holland 
and  after  1577  by  the  States  General  for  the  support  of  the  navy  and  which  entitled 
merchantmen  filing  in  company  to  protection  by  war  vessels. 

Licenten;  fees  paid  for  license  to  trade  to  the  enemy's  country,  first  established  in 
,r73  by  the  province  of  Zealand  and  after  1577  paid  to  the  States  General  for  the 
k  Pport  of  the  navy.  Both  taxes,  the  Convoyen  and  Licenten,  remained  in  force  after 
'  ••  treaty  of  Munster,  164S,  but  had  by  that  time  assumed  the  character  of  ordinary 
'.-  rt  and  export  duties.  See  Groot  Phicact  Boeck,  1:2264-2555;  Jhr  J.  C.  de  Jonge, 
t/tschiedenis  ran  l.ct  Nederlandsche  Zeczvezcn,  1:184-88;  Robert  Fruin,  Gcschicdenis  der 
't&atstnstettingen  in  Nederland,  p.  i?q. 

A oordtrkwartier ;  the  former  name  of  that  part  of  the  present  province  of  North 
ind  situated  north  of  the  IJ  and   the   Wijker-meer;  it  included  the  seven  cities: 
•  v  "  i-»r,  Huorn,  Knkhuizen,  Edam,  Monnikendam,  Medemblik  and  I'urmerende. 

Stad  en  Lav.de,  or  Stdd  en  Ommclanden ;  former  name  of  the  province  of  Groningen, 
referring  to  the  city  of  Groninyen  with  its  surrounding  territory  and  the  three  country 
m  tricti  Hunsingo,  Eivelyo  and  Wcaterkwartier. 
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de  Acte  dacr  van  verleden :  Elide  sullen  de  Provintien  hide  vvelcke 
geen  Kameren  en  sullen  zijn,  met  soo  vele  Bewiiithebberen  werden 
geaccommodeert,  ende  over  de  respective  Kameren  verdeelt,  als 
sylieden  hondert  duysenden  guldens  in  dese  Compagnie  furneren 
sullen. 

XII.  Dat  de  Kamer  van  Amsterdam  sal  bestaen  van  twintich  Be- 
winthebbers': De  Kamer  van  Zeelandt  van  twaelf:  De  Kameren 
vandc  Maze  ende  van't  Noorder-quartier,  elck  van  veertien :  Ende 
de  Kamere  van  Vrieslandt,  mitsgaders  van  Stadt  ende  Landen, 
mede  van  veertien  Bewinthebbers :  Ten  ware  naemaels  bevonden 
wort,  dat  dit  werck  niet  anders  dan  met  meerder  getal  van  Per- 
soonen  uytgevoert  soude  konnen  werden,  in  welcken  gevalle  't  sel- 
ve  met  kennisse  vande  negenthien,  ende  met  onse  goet-vindinge,  en- 
de anders  niet,  sal  mogen  werden  vermeerdert. 

XIII.  Ende  werden  de  Staten  vande  respective  Vereenichde  Pro- 
vintien gheauthorisecrt,  't  zy  voor  him  Ed :  Mog :  haere  ordinarise 
Gedeputeerdens,  ofte  voor  de  Magistraten  der  Sleden  haerer  Pro- 
vincie,  soodanige  odre  te  stellen  op  de  aenteyckeninge  vande  Partici- 
panten,  mitsgaders  de  verkiesinge  vande  Bewinthebberen,  als  sy  naer 
de  Constitutie  vande  selve  haere  Provintie  sullen  bevinden  te  be- 
hooren :  Mits  dat  niemant  inde  Kamer  van  Amsterdam  tot  Bewint- 
hebbcr  verkooren  sal  vvorden,  dan  die  gcene  die  inde  Compagnie 
voor  sijn  eygen  sal  participeren  ter  somme  van  ses  duysent  guldens : 
inde  Kamer  van  Zeelant,  ter  somme  van  vier  duysent  gulden:  ende 
inde  Kameren  vande  Maze,  van  't  Noorder-quartier  ende  van 
Vrieslant,  mitsgaders  Stadt  ende  Landen,  ter  somme  van  ghelijcke 
vier  duysent  guldens. 

XIV.  Dat  de  eerste  Bewinthebbers  sullen  dienen  den  tijt  van  ses 
Jaren,  ende  dat  men  de  selve  overstreken  zijnde,  eerst  by  lotinge 
sal  veranderen  een  dercje-part  van  't  getal  vande  Bewinthebbers,  en- 


VAN  ftEN&SELAES  BO-W.TEK  MANUSCRIPTS 


97 


meiit51  drawn  up  respecting-  it.  And  the  provinces  in  which  there 
arc  no  Chambers  shall  be  accommodated  with  as  many  directors, 
divided  among  the  respective  Chambers,  as  the  number  of  hun- 
dred thousand  guilders  which  they  shall  furnish  to  the  Company. 

XII.  That  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  shall  consist  of  twenty 
directors;  the  Chamber  of  Zealand  of  twelve;  the  Chambers  of  the 
Maze  and  of  the  N oorder-quartier  each  of  fourteen;  and  the  Cham- 
lier  of  Friesland  together  with  Stadt  ende  Landcn  also  of  fourteen 
directors.  If  it  shall  hereafter  appear  that  this  work  can  not  be 
carried  on  without  a  greater  number  of  persons,  then  more  may  be 
added  after  notice  to  the  Nineteen  and  our  approbation,  but  not 
otherwise. 

XIII.  And  the  States  of  the  respective  united  provinces  are 
authorized  to  make  such  regulations,  either  for  their  Noble 
Mightinesses'  ordinary  deputies00  or  for  the  magistrates  of  the 
cities  of  their  province,  concerning  the  registration  of  the  partici- 
pants and  the  election  of  directors,  as  they  think  proper,  according 
to  the  constitution  of  their  province;  provided  that  no  person  in 
the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  shall  be  chosen  a  director  who  shall  not 
in  his  own  name  participate  in  the  Company  for  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  guilders;  in  the  Chamber  of  Zealand  for  four  thousand 
guilders;  and  in  the  Chambers  of  the  Maze,  of  the  N oorder-quartier , 
and  of  Friesland,  with  Stadt  ende  Landen,  for. the  like  sum  of  four 
thousand  guilders. 

XIV.  That  the  first  directors  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  six 
years  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  first  one  third 
part  of  the  number  of  directors,  selected  by  lot,  shall  be  changed; 

**  A   fifth  chamber,  to  have  one  ninth   of  the  capital,   was  reluctantly  conceded  to 
'  rir&land  and  Gronigen  upon  their  signing  an  agreement  dat  sc  hen  daar  meede  sullen 
■'  ■■  n   vernietiwt,   cn   vorder   daar  in   nict   moogen   preiendecrcn;   cn    deesen   in  hei 
I  V\in  de  Ocstindische  Cuynpagnic  by  continuatie,  of  vcrlccnen  van  nicuw  Octroy 
'   desekre  trekken  in  conscr.icntie,  tnaar  de  equipatie  cn  Kamere  daar  van  laaten, 
en  .Vr  (-l  iaise  deselve  jeegenwoordig  syn —  that  they  will  rest  satisfied  herewith  and 
no  further  claims;  and  that  they  will  not  make  this  a  precedent  in  case  of  ex- 
Of  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  East  India  Company,  but  leave  the  organization 
"»<  chamber  thereof  as  and  at  the  place  where  they  are  at  present.  Resolutions 
*    Uand   and    West    Friesland,    Sept.    10,    1620.     See   also   J.    F.   Jameson,  Willem 
■•  •"•»•  <  fevers  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  18S6-87,  2:217-18);. 

Deputy  States;  an  executive  committee  appointed  by  the  Provincial  States  for 
•  f  Iran^acfion  of  daily  business. 
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de  twee  Jaren  daer  nae  gel ij eke  derde-part,  ende  d ''andere  twee  vol- 
gende  Jaeren  hot  leste  derde-part,  ende  voorts  suecessivelick  de 
outste  in  dienste  zijnde  laten  afgaen:  Ende  dat  in  plaetse  .vande 
afgaende,  ofte  vanden  geenen  die  voor  ofte  naer  soude  niogen 
aflijvich,  oft  om  andere  redenen  verlaten  worden,  by  de  Bewint- 
hebberen,  soo  blijvende  als  af-gaende,  mitsgaders  by  de  Hooft-Par- 
tieipanten  die  in  Persoone,  ende  op  hare  kosten  daer  by  sullen  willen 
komen,  drie  andere  sullen  worden  genomineert,  uyt  welcke  de 
voorsz  respective  Provintien,  Gedeputeerdens  ofte  Magistraten, 
nieuwe  Electie  van  Bewinthebber  sullen  doen,  ende  de  vacante  Plaet- 
sen  suecessivelick  suppleren.  Ende  sullen  voor  Hooft-Participanten 
ghehouden  worden,  die  voor  hun  eygen  soo  veel  participeren  als  de 
respective  Bewintbebberen  zijn  doende. 

XV.  Dat  men  de  rekeninge  vande  equipagie  en  uyt-rustinge  vande 
Schepen  mette  dependentien  van  dien,  sal  doen  drie  Maenden  naer 
't  vertreck  vande  Schepen,  ende  een  Maent  daer  na  Copyen  aen  ons, 
ende  aende  respective  Kameren  seynden :  Ende  vande  retouren,  mits- 
gaders vande  verkoopmge  der  selver,  sullen  de  Kameren  (soo  dick- 
wils  wy  dat  goet  sullen  vinden,  oft  sy  vande  Kameren  daer  toe 
versocht  werden)  Staet  aen  ons,  ende  aen  malkanderen  over 
schicken. 

XVI.  Dat  men  alle  ses  Jaren  sal  maecken  generale  Reeckeninge 
van  alle  uytreedingen  ende  retouren,  mitsgaders  van  winste  ende 
verlies  vande  Compagnie,  te  weten,  een  vande  Negofie,  ende  een  van- 
der  Oorloge,  elck  apart:  Welcke  Reeckeninge  in  't  openbaer  sullen 
worden  gedaen,  naer  voorgaende  affix ie  van  billetten,  ten  eynde  ye- 
der  een  daer  by  Interest  hebbende,  op  t  hooren  vande  selve  reecken- 
inge sal  mogen  komen :  Ende  indien  voor  de  expiratie  van 't  sevende 
Jaer,  de  Reeckeninge  in  manieren  voorschreve  niet  werden  gedaen, 
sullen  de  Bewinthebberen  verbeuren  heure  Provisien,  die  tot  prof- 
fijt  vanden  Arnien  sullen  werden  bckeert,  ende  syluyden  even w el 
ghehouden  blijven  haere  Reeckeninge  als  vopren  te  doen,  binneu 
sulcken  tijde,  ende  op  soodanige  peynen,  als  by  ons  tegens  de  ge- 
breeckigen  sullen  werden  gestatueert.  Ende  sal  niet  te  mm  onder- 
tusschen  vande  winste  vande  Negotien  uytdeelinge  gedaen  worden, 
so  dickwils  als  men  be  vinden  sal  datter  thien  ten  hondert  geprofij- 
teert  sal  zijn. 

XVII.  Niemant  sal,  gheduerende  den  tijdt  van  desen  Octroye,  sijn 
Capitael  ofte  ingheleyde  Pcnningen  uyt  dese  Coinpagnie  mogen  tree- 
ken  :  Gelijck  men  oock  gheen  nieuwe  Participanten  sal  mogen  inne- 
men :  Dan  indien  ter  expiratie  van  vier  en  twintich  Jaren  mochte 
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and  two  years  after  a  like  third  part;  and  again  after  two  years, 
the  last  third  part;  and  thenceforth  successively,  the  oldest  in  the 
service  shall  be  retired;  and  in  the  place  of  [each]  retiring  director 
or  of  such  as  shall  at  any  time  die.,  or  for  other  reason  leave  a  va- 
cancy, three  others  shall  be  nominated  by  the  directors,  both  remain- 
ing and  retiring,  together  with  those  chie  ^participants  who  in  per- 
son and  at  their  own  expense  shall  care  to  join  diem,  from  which 
number  the  aforesaid  respective  provinces,  deputies  or  magistrates, 
shall  elect  new  directors  and  successively  supply  the  vacancies ;  and 
they  shall  be  considered  chief  participants  who  in  their  own  name 
participate  for  the  same  amount  as  the  respective  directors. 

XV.  That  the  accounts  of  the  equipment  and  fitting  out  of  the 
ships,  with  their  appurtenances,  shall  be  rendered  three  months 
after  the  departure  of  the  ships  and  that  one  month  thereafter 
copies  shall  be  sent  to  us  and  to  the  respective  Chambers;  and  the 
Chambers  shall  (as  often  as  we  see  fit  or  they  are  requested  by  the 
[other]  Chambers)  send  to  us  and  to  each  other  an  account  of  the 
returns  and  also  of  the  sales  of  the  same. 

XVI.  That  every  six  years  a  general  accounting  shall  be  made 
of  all  outfits  and  returns,  as  also  of  all  gains  and  losses  of  the  Com- 
pany, to  wit,  one  relating  to  trade  and  one  relating  to  war,  each 
separate;  which  accounts  shall  be  rendered  publicly,  notices  being 
previously  posted,  to  the  end  that  every  one  who  is  interested  may 
attend  the  hearing  of  the  said  accounts;  and  if  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  seventh  year  the  accounts  are  not  rendered  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  the  directors  shall  forfeit  their  commissions,  which  shall 
be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  they  shall  nevertheless 
be  held  to  render  their  accounts  as  aforesaid  within  .such  time  and 
under  such  penalty  as  shall  be  fixed  by  us  respecting  the  delinquents. 
And  none  the  less  a  dividend  shall  meantime  be  declared  from  the 
profits  of  the  trade  as  often  as  it  shall  be  found  that  ten  per  cert 
has  been  gained. 

XVII.  Xo  one  shall  be  permitted  during  the  continuance  of  this 
charter  to  withdraw  his  capital  or  sums  advanced  from  this  Com- 
I  my;  nor  shall  any  new  participants  be  admitted.    If  at  the  expira- 

oi  twenty- four  years  it  shall  be  judged  well  to  continue  this 
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goet  ghevonclen  werden  dese  Compagnie  te  continueren,  ofte  een 
Xieuwe  op  te  recbten,  sal  finale  Recekeninge  en.de  estimatie  by  de 
Xegenthien  met  onse  kennisse  ghedacn  worden,  van  aile 't  geene  dese 
Compagnie  is  toe-behoorende,  als  oock  vande  nootelijcke  kosten  die 
by  de  selve  zijn  gedaen,  ende  yeder  een  vermogen  na  de  voorsz 
af-rekeninge  ende  ghedane  estimation,  sijne  Penningen  te  liehten, 
ofte  inde  volgende  Compagnie  na  advenant  van  dien,  in  't  gheheel 
ofte  deel,  te  continueren  ofte  participeren.  Ende  sal  in  sulcken 
gevalie  de  voigende  Compagnie  de  restanten,  die  volgens  de 
Reeckeninge  ende  estimatie  be  von  den  sullen  worden,  tot  haren  laste 
moeten  nemen :  Ende  de  Participanten,  die  inde  Compagnie  niet  sul- 
len goet  vinden  te  continueren,  haer  contingent  betalen,  op  alsulcke 
termijuen  als  de  Negenthien  met  onse  kennisse  ende  goet-vinden 
sullen  bevinden  te  behooren. 

XVIII.  Dat  soo  dickwils  het  van  noode  sal  zijn  een  Generale  ver- 
gaderinge  vande  voorsz  Kameren  te  hem  den,  't  selve  sal  geschieden 
by  negentien  Persoonen,  daer  inne  uyt  de  Kamer  van  Amsterdam 
sullen  compareren  acht :  uyt  Zeelant  vier :  vande  Maze  twee :  uyt  het 
Noorder-quartier  twee:  uyt  Vrieslant,  mitsgaders  Stadt  ende  Lan- 
den  twee.  Welverstaende  dat  den  negenthienden  Persoon,  ofte  soo 
veel  meer  als  wy  t'  elekens  sullen  goet  vinden,  by  ons  sal  worden 
gedeputeert,  omme  inde  voorsz  Vergaderinge  de  saecke  vande  Com- 
pagnie ten  besten  te  helpen  dirigeren. 

XIX.  Van  welcke  Generale  Vergaderinge  vande  yoorschreve  Ka- 
meren, alle  saecken  dese  Compagnie  aengaende,  verhandelt  ende  be- 
slooten  sullen  werden :  W'elverstaende  dat  in  saecken  van  Oorloge  op 
de  genomen  Resolntie,  versocht  sal  w<jrden  onse  approbatie. 

XX.  De  voofschreve  Generale  Wrgaderinge  beschreven  zijnde, 
sal  te  samen  komen  om  te  resolveren,  wanneer  men  sal  equiperen, 
hoe  veel  Schepen  men  op  elck  Quartier  sal  senden,  de  Compagnie 
in  't  gemeen  betreilende,  sonder  dat  d'een  oft  d'andcr  Kamer  yet 
sal  mogen  aenriehtcn  buyten  de  voorschreve  gemeene  Resolutien, 
maer  sullen  ghehouden  zijn  de  selve  te  effectueren  ende  in  't  werck 
te  stellen.  Ende  indien  eenige  Kamer  bevonden  werde  in  ghe- 
breecke  te  zijn  de  ghemeene  Resolutien  te  achtervolgen,  ofte  te  con- 
travcnieren,  Hebben  Wy  de  selve  Vergaderinge  geauthoriseert,  ende 
authorisereu  by  desen,  om  soodanich  ghebreck  ende  contraventie 
metten  eersten  te  dc-en  repareren,  waer  inne  wy  des  versocht  zijnde 
haer  sullen  assisteren. 

XXL  De  selve  Generale  Vergaderinge  sal  ghehouden  worden 
de  eerste  ses  Jaeren  biunen  de  Stadt  van  Amsterdam,  ende  twee 
Jareii  daer  nae  in  Zeelant,  ende  soo  vooits  van  tijde  tot  tijde  inde 
voorsz  twee  Plaetsen. 
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Company  or  to  erect  a  new  one,  a  final  accounting  and  estimate  shall 
be  made  by  the  Nineteen,  with  our  approval,  of  all  that  belongs  to 
the  Company,  and  also  of  their  necessary  expenses,  and  after  the 
aforesaid  settlement  and  estimate  any  one  may  withdraw  his  money 
or,  in  proportion  thereof,  in  whole  or  in  part,  continue  and  share  in 
the  succeeding  Company ;  and  the  succeeding  Company  shall  in  such 
case  take  the  remainder,  which  shall  be  fdund  according  to  the  ac- 
counting and  estimate,  and  pay  the  participants  who  do  not  think 
fit  to  continue  in  the  Company  their  share  at  such  times  at  the  Nine- 
teen, with  our  knowledge  and  approbation,  shall  think  proper. 


XVIII.  That  so  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary  to  have  a  general 
Assembly  of  the  aforesaid  Chambers,  it  shall  be  by  Nineteen  persons, 
of  whom  eight  shall  come  from  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  four 
from  Zealand,  two  from  the  Maze,  two  from  the  Noorderquarticr, 
two  from  Friesland  and  Sladt  aide  Landcn;  provided,  that  the 
nineteenth  person,  or  so  many  more  as  we  shall  at  any  time  think 
fit,  shall  lie  deputed  by  us  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  direct  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  in  the  aforesaid  Assembly. 

XIX.  By  which  general  Assembly  of  the  aforesaid  Chambers,  all 
matters  relating  to  this  Company  shall  be  considered  and  decided  ; 
provided,  that  in  matters  of  war,  our  approbation  of  their  resolution 
shall  be  asked. 

XX.  The  aforesaid  general  Assembly  being  summoned,  it  shall 
meet,  whenever  they  are  about  to  fit  out,  to  resolve  how  many  ships 
they  shall  send  to  each  place  for  the  account  of  the  Company  in 
general,  and  no  individual  Chamber  shall  be  permitted  to  undertake 
anything  not  included  in  the  aforesaid  common  resolution  but  [all | 
shall  be  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect  and  to  execute  it.  And  if  any 
(  hamber  should  fail  to  comply  with  the  common  resolution,  or  be 
found  to  act  in  violation  thereof,  we  have  authorized,  and  by  these 
presents  do  authorize,  the  said  Assembly  immediately  to  cause  rep- 
aration to  be  made  for  such  failure  or  violation,  wherein,  on  re- 
quest, we  will  assist  them. 

X\[.  The  said  general  Assembly  shall  be  held  the  first  six  years 
ui  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  following  two  years  in  Zealand: 
and  so  on  alternately  in  the  aforesaid  two  places. 
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XXII.  De  Bewinthebberen  die  van  wegen  de  Compagnie  ghecom- 
mittecrt  zijnde,  van  Huys  sullen  reysen,  't  zy  op  dc  voorseydc 
Vergaderiiigc  ofte  ciders,  sullen  voor  haer  teer-kosten  ende  dach- 
gelden  hebben  vier  gulden  ?s  dacghs,  boven  de  Schuyt  ende  Wagen- 
vrachten :  Weiverstaende  dat  die  geene  die  vande  cene  Stadt  nae 
de  andere  reysen,  om  die  Kameren  als  Bewinthebberen  ende 
Regierders  te  frequenteren,  egeen  dach-gelden  ofte  reys-kosten  en 
sullen  ontfangen,  tot  laste  vande  Compagnie. 

XXIII.  Ende  of  t  gebeurde  dat  inde  voorseyde  Generale  Ver- 
gaderiiigc eenige  wichtige  saecken  voorvielen,  daer  inne  sy  niet  wel 
en  kondeu  verdragen,  ofte  dat  sy  selfs  hun  soudeu  mogen  beswaert 
vinden,  t>rn  elckanderen  re  overstenamen,  dat  't  selvc  gelaten  sal 
worden  tot  onse  decisie :  Ende  't  geene  dien  aengaende  goet  gevon- 
den  sal  worden,  sal  achtervolght  ende  na  gekomen  worden. 

XXIV.  Ende  sullen  alle  Ingesetenen  deser  Landen,  ende  oock 
van  andere  Landen,  by  openbare  affixien  van  biHetten,  binnen  den 
tijdt  van  een  Maent  naer  date  van  desen  t'  aftigeren,  gewaerschouwt 
worden,  dat  sy  binnen  den  tijdt  van  vijf  Maenden,  innegaende  den 
eersten  Julij  deses  Jaers  sestbien-hondert  een-en-twintich  in  dese 
Compagnie  sullen  worden  geadmitteert,  ende  dat  sy  hunne 
Penningen,  die  sy  sullen  willen  in  leggen,  sullen  mogen  op  brengen 
in  drie  termijnen:  Te  weten  ecu  derdc-part  ter  expiratte  vande 
voorschreve  vijf  Maenden,  ende  d'  ander  twee  cTerde-parten  op  drie 
achter  een  volgende  Jaren,  ten  ware  de  voorschreve  Generale 
Vergaderinge  bevonden,  dat  men  dese  Termijnen  sonde  mogen 
verlengen,  daer  van  de  Participanten  te  vooren  by  aftixie  van 
billetten  sullen  werden  gheadverteert. 

XXV.  De  Schepen  vande  reyse  weder  komende  sullen  wederom 
aenkomen  ter  plaetsen  daer  sy  afgeseylt  zijn,  ende  of  door  fortune 
van  Weder  ende  YVint,  de  Schepen  van  't  cene  Ouarticr  uytghe- 
seyldt,  aenquamen  in  het  ander.  als  die  van  Amsterdam  ofte  van  't 
XToorder-quartier  in  Zeelant  ofte  inde  Maze,  ofte  die  van  Zeelandt 
in  Hbllandt :  ofte  die  van  Vrieslandt,  mitsgaders  Stadt  ende  Lan- 
den in  een  ander  Ouarticr:  dat  niet  te  min  elcke  Kamer  de  admini- 
stratie  ende  bewint  van  have  uytghesonden  Schepen  ende  Koopman- 
schappen  sal  behoudeu,  ende  dat  sy  de  selve  sullen  mogen  verseynden 
ende  vervoeren  nae  de  Quartieren  daer  de  Schepen  vvaren  uytge- 
seylt,  't  zy  met  de  selve  ofte  andere  Schepen,  mits  dat  de  Bewint- 
hebbers  der  selver  Kanivr,  gehoitden  sullen  zijn  haer  selfs  in  Per- 
sooh  te  latcn  viuden  ter  Plaetse  daer  de  Schepen  ofte  goederen 
aenghekomen  zijn,  ende  geene  Facteitrs  daer  over  sullen  vermogeti 
te  stellen :  Maer  in  gh.evalle  haer  selfs  niet  ghelegen  en  ware  te 
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XXII.  The  directors  who  by  commission  of  the  Company  shall  go 
from  home  to  attend  the  aforesaid  Assembly  or  otherwise,  shall 
have  for  their  expenses  and  daily  allowance  four  guilders  a  day,  be- 
sides boat  and  stage  fare ;  it  being  understood  that  those  who  go 
from  one  city  to  another  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Chambers  as 
directors  and  managers  shall  receive  no  allowance  or  traveling  ex- 
penses at  the  charge  of  the  Company. 

XXIII.  And  if  it  should  happen  that  in  the  aforesaid  general  As- 
sembly any  weighty  matter  came  before  them,  wherein  they  could 
not  agree,  or  even  in  which  one  side  should  scruple  to  impose  its 
decision  on  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  left  to  our  decision;  and 
whatever  shall  be  determined  upon  shall  be  followed  and  carried 
into  execution. 

XXIV.  And  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  also  of  other 
countries,  shall  be  notified  by  public  posting  of  notices  within  the 
month  after  the  date  hereof  that  they  may  be  admitted  into  this  Com- 
pany during  five  months  from  the  first  of  July,  this  year,  sixteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  and  that  they  may  pay  the  money  they  wish 
to  invest  in  three  payments ;  to  wit,  one  third  at  the  expiration  of 
the  aforesaid  five  months  and  the  other  two  thirds  within  the  three 
next  succeeding  years,  unless  the  aforesaid  general  Assembly  shall 
find  it  necessary  to  extend  the  time,  whereof  the  participants  shall 
be  notified  by  posting  of  notices. 


XXV.  The  ships  returning  from  a  voyage  shall  come  to  the  place 
they  sailed  from;  and  if,  by  stress  of  wind  and  weather,  the  vessels 
which  sailed  out  from  one  district  shall  arrive  in  another  —  as  those 
from  Amsterdam  or  the  Noo rd er- quart icr  in  Zealand  or  the  Maze; 
or  from  Zealand  in  Holland;  or  those  from  Friesland,  with  Stadt 
ends  Landcn,  in  another  district — each  Chamber  shall  nevertheless 
retain  the  direction  and  management  of  the  ships  and  goods  it  sent 
out  and  be  allowed  to  send  and  transport  the  goods  to  the  places 
whence  the  vessels  sailed,  either  in  the  same  or  other  vessels ;  pro- 
vided that  the  directors  of  that  Chamber  shall  be  required  to  be 
present  in  person  at  the  place  where  the  vessels  and  goods  shall  have 
arrived  and  not  to  appoint  factors  to  superintend  the  business;  but 
<:>  case  it  shall  not  be  convenient  for  them  to  travel,  they  shall  com- 
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reysen,  dat  sy  als  dan  de  Bewint-hebberen  vande  Kanier  daer  dc 
Schepen  gearriveert  zijn,  tottc  admin istratie  sullen  committercn. 

XXVI.  Als  d'een  oft  d'ander  Kanier  eenige  Koopmanschappen 
ofte  retouren  uyt  die  Ouartiereu  binnen  de  \  oorschreve  Limiten 
begrepen,  ghekregen  heeft,  daer  van  dat  d'ander  niet  en  is  versien, 
sal  gehouden  wesen  die  Kanier  die  ongeprovideert  is,  op  haer 
versoeck  naer  ghelegentheyt  vande  s*aecke  te  provideren  ende  't 
goet  te  senden,  ende  als  sy  uytverkocht  sullen  hebben,  noeb  meer 
te  seynden.  Dat  van  gelijcken  de  Bewinthebberen  vande  respective 
Kameren,  eenige  Persoonen  tot  de  equipagien,  ofte  andersints 
uyt  andere  Steden  daer  Kameren  ofte  Bewint-hebbers  zijn,  van 
noode  hebbende,  daer  toe  de  Bewinthebberen  van  dese  Compagnie 
sullen  moeten  versoecken  ende  employeren,  sonder  eenige  Factoren 
daer  toe  te  gebruycken. 

XXVII.  Ende  indien  eenige  Provincien  goet  vinden  eeneu 
Agent  te  stellen,  offl  die  Penningen  uyt  haere  Ingesetenen  te  ver- 
samelen,  ende  in  masse  in  ecnighc  Kanier  in  te  leggen,  ende  vande 
uytdeelinge  betalinge  te  voorderen,  sal  de  Kamer  ghehouden  zijn 
alsulcken  Agent  toe  te  laten  acces  inde  selve  Kamer,  om  aldaer 
geinformeert  te  wcrden  vanden  Staet  vanden  uytgeve  ende  in-, 
komen,  uyt  ende  insehulden :  Bchouden  dat  de  Penningen  by 
sulcken  Agent  ingebracht,  sullen  bedragen  vijftich  cluysent  gul- 
dens, ende  daer  boven. 

XXVIII.  De  Bewinthebbers  sullen  vande  uyt-reyse  ende  vande 
retouren,  mitsgadiers  vanrle  prinse;i  voor  provisie  genieten  een  ten 
hondert,  ende  van  Gout  ende  Silver  maer  een  half  ten  hondert. 
Welcke  provisie  sal  verdeelt  vvorden  voor  de  Kamer  van  Amster- 
dam vier  negende  deelen :  De  Kamer  van  Zeelant  twee  negendc 
deelen:  vande  Maze  ecu  negende  dcel :  van  't  XToorder-quartier  een 
negende  deel :  ende  van  Vrieslant,  mitsgaders  Stadt  ende  Lariden 
gelijcke  negende  deel. 

XXIX.  Welvcrstacnde  dat  sy-luydcn  van  bet  Geschut,  ende  de 
waerde  vande  Schepen  niet  meer  als  eens  provisie  sullen  ghenieten. 
.Sullen  voorts  geenigc  provisie  ghenieten  van  Schepen,  Geschut  ende 
anders,  waer  mede  vvy  dese  Compagnie  sullen  ver>tercken :  noclite 
oock  vande  Penningen  die  sy  voor  dese  Compagnie  sullen  lichten. 
nochte  van  dat  sy  de  Waren  beneficieren.  Gelijck  sy  tot  laste 
vande  Compagnie  niet  en  sullen  mogen  brengen  eenige  Vacatie, 
Revs  ofte  Teer-kosten  vande  geenigc  die  sy  sullen  mogen  commit- 
teren,  om  de  uy treed inge  te  vorderen,  ende  de  Waren  daer  toe 
noodich  te  koopen. 
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mit  this  business  to  the  Qiamber  in  whose  district  the  vessels  ar- 
rived. 

XX VI.  If  any  Chamber  shall  have  obtained  any  goods  or  returns 
from  the  places  included  within  the  limits  of  this  charter  with  which 
another  is  not  provided,  it  shall  be  required  to  send  such  goods  on 
request  to  the  Chamber  which  is  unprovided,  according  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  case;  and  when  they  have  sold  out  to  send  more.  And 
in  like  manner,  if  the  managers  of  the  respective  Chambers  have 
need  of  any  persons  for  crews  or  other  purposes,  from  the  cities 
where  there  are  Chambers  or  directors,  they  shall  request  and  cm- 
ploy  [the  aid  of]  the  directors  of  this  Company  therefor  and  not 
make  use  of  any  factors. 

XXVII.  And  if  any  of  the  provinces  think  fit  to  appoint  an  agent 
to  collect  the  money  from  their  inhabitants,  deposit  the  amount  in 
bulk  in  any  Chamber,  and  receive  the  payment  of  dividends,  the 
Chamber  shall  be  required  to  give  such  agent  access,  that  he  may 
obtain  information  of  the  state  of  the  disbursements  and  receipts, 
and  of  the  debts  and  assets  ;  provided  that  the  money  brought  in  by 
such  agent  shall  amount  to  fifty  thousand  guilders  or  upwards. 

XXVIII.  The  directors  shall  have  for  commissions  one  per  cent  on 
the  outfits  and  returns,  and  also  on  the  prizes,  and  a  half  per  cent  on 
gold  and  silver;  which  commissions  shall  be  divided  —  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  Amsterdam,  four  ninths;  the  Chamber  of  Zealand,  two 
ninths;  the  Mace,  one  ninth;  the  X  oordcr-quartier,  one  ninth;  and 
bViesland  with  Stadt  ende  Landen,  a  like  ninth. 

XXIX.  Provided  that  they  shall  not  receive  commissions  on  the 
ordnance  and  value  of  the  ships  more  than  once.  They  shall,  more- 
over, have  no  commission  on  the  ships,  ordnance  and  other  things 
with  which  we  shall  strengthen  the  Company,  nor  on  the  money 
which  they  shall  collect  for  the  Company,  nor  on  the  profits  they  re- 
ceive from  the  goods;  nor  shall  they  charge  the  Company  with  any 
salaries,  expenses  of  traveling  or  board  of  those  to  whom  they  shall 
commit  the  fitting  out  and  purchasing  of  goods  necessary  therefor. 
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XXX.  De  Boeck-houders  ende  Cassicrs  sullen  gesalariseert 
werden  tot  laste  vande  Bewint-hebbers,  uyt  hare  provisie. 

XXXI.  De  B ewint-hebbere n  sullen  geene  Schepen,  Waren  ofte 
Goederen  haer  in  "t  gheheel  ofte  deel  toekomende,  aen  dese  Com- 
pagnie  mogen  lever  en  ofte  verkoopen :  nochte  vande  selve  Com- 
pagnie  eenige  Koopmanschappen  ofte  Waren  koopen  ofte  doen 
koopen,  directelijck  ofte  indirectelijck,  rioeh  portie  ofte  ghedeelte 
daer  inne  hebben,  op  de  verbeurte  van  een  Jaer  barer  provisie,  die 
contrarie  desen  be  von  den  wert  gedaen  te  hebben,  ten  profijte  van- 
den  Armen,  ende  van  haer  Bewinthebberschap  verlaten  te  worden. 

XXXII.  De  Bewint-hebberen  sullen  ghehouden  wesen  by  affixie 
van  Billietten,  te  notiriceren,  soo  dickwils  sy  eenige  Waren  ende 
Koopmanschappen  van  nieuws  sullen  hebben  ontfangen,  ten  eynde 
een  yder  daer  van  tijdelick  kennisse  mach  hebben,  al  eer  tot  eyn- 
delijcke  verkoopinge  sal  worden  gheprocedeert. 

XXXIII.  Ende  of  't  ghebeurde  dat  onder  d'een  of  d'ander 
Kamer  yemandt  vande  Bewinthebbers  in  sulcken  Staet  gheraeckten, 
dat  hy  niet  en  konde  voldoen  't  geene  hem  sijner  administratie 
aengaende,  vertrouwt  ware,  ende  daer  door  eenige  schade  mochte  ko- 
men,  sal  wesen  tot  laste  vande  Penningen  die  alsulcke  Bewinthebberen 
hebben  in  Compagnie,  de  vvelcke  oock  voor  haer  administratie 
specialijcken  zijn  verbonden,  't  welck  oock  plaetse  sal  hebben  ten 
respecte  van  alle  de  Participanten,  die  uyt  saecke  van  koop  van 
goederen,  ofte  andersints  Debiteurs  vande  Compagnie  souden 
mogen  wesen,  ende  sal  gerecckent  worden  in  alien  schijne,  of  haer 
ingeleyde  Penningen  tegens  't  geen'  sy  de  Compagnie  schuldich 
zijn,  van  aenbeginne  waer  ghecompenseert,  ende  by  recontre 
gedoodet. 

XXXIV.  De  Bewinthebbers  vande  respective  Kamers,  sullen  re- 
sponderen  voor  hare  Cassicrs  ende  Boeckhouders. 

XXXV.  Dat  alle  de  Waren  van  dese  Compagnie,  die  by  den 
gewichte  verhandelt  sullen  worden,  verkocht  sullen  worden  op 
eenderley  ghewichte,  te  wetcn,  op  de  swat-rte  van  r  ghewichte  van 
Amsterdam,  ende  dat  men  alsulcke  Waren  sal  mogen  overs! aen 
binneu  Scheeps-boort  ofte  inde  Pack-liuysen,  sonder  daer  van 
eenigen  Accijs,  Impost  ofte  Waegh-gelt  te  bctalen,  mits  dat  de  selve 
verkocht  zijnde,  niet  anders  sullen  mogen  worden  ghelevert  dan 
ter  Wage,  ende  niidts  betalende  den  Impost  ende  Waegh-gelt,  soo 
dickwils  als  sy  worden  ghealieneert  ghelijck  andcrc  goederen,  die 
Wage  subject  zijnde. 

XXX VI.  Dat  men  de  Persoonen  ofte  Goederen  der  Bewintheb- 
bers niet  en  sal  mogen  arrestcren,  besettcn  ofte  becommeren,  om 
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XXX.  The  bookkeepers  and  cashiers  shall  have  a  salary  paid 
them  by  the  directors  out  of  their  commissions. 

XXXI.  The  directors  shall  not  deliver  or  sell  to  the  Company 
any  ships,  merchandise,  or  goods  belonging  to  themselves  in  whole 
or  in  part,  nor  buy  or  cause  to  be  bought  of  the  said  Company, 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  goods  or  merchandise,  nor  have  any  por- 
tion or  part  therein,  on  forfeiture  by  those  who  shall  be  found  to 
have  acted  to  the  contrary  of  one  year's  commissions  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  and  on  pain  of  being  deposed  from  their  directorship. 

XXXII.  The  directors- shall  be  obliged  to  give  notice,  by  posting 
of  bills,  as  often  as  they  have  a  fresh  importation  of  goods  and 
merchandise,  to  the  end  that  every  one  may  have  seasonable  knowl- 
edge of  it  before  they  proceed  to  a  final  sale. 

XXXIII.  And  if  it  should  happen  that  in  one  Chamber  or  another 
any  of  the  directors  should  get  into  such  a  situation  that  he  could 
not  make  good  what  was  intrusted  to  him  for  his  administration  and 
in  consequence  thereof  any  loss  should  occur,  said  loss  shall  be 
charged  against  the  money  which  such  directors  have  in  the  Com- 
pany, which  [investment]  is  also  especially  pledged  for  their  adminis- 
tration; the  same  shall  also  be  the  case  as  to  all  the  participants 
who,  on  account  of  goods  purchased  or  otherwise,  shall  become 
debtors  to  the  Company,  and  to  all  intents  it  shall  be  reckoned  as 
if  the  money  which  they  put  in  had  from  the  beginning  been  counter- 
balanced and  wiped  out  by  what  they  owe  the  Company. 

XXXIV.  The  directors  of  the  respective  Chambers  shall  be  re- 
sponsible for  their  cashiers  and  bookkeepers. 

XXXV.  That  all  the  goods  of  this  Company  which  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  b}  weight  shall  be  sold  by  one  standard  of  weight,  to  wit, 
mat  of  the  weight  of  Amsterdam;  and  that  all  such  goods  may  be 
sold  on  board  ship,  or  in.  store,  without  paying  any  excise,  impost 
or  vyeigh  money;  provided  that,  once  being  sold,  they  shall  not  be 
delivered  in  any  other  way  than  at  the  Weigh-house  and  that  the 

post  and  weigh  money  shall  be  paid  as  often  as  they  are  alienated 
,n  "ic  same  manner  as  other  goods  subject  to  weigh  money. 

XXX\  I.  That  the  persons  or  goods  of  the  directors  shall  not  be 
ted,  attached  or  encumbered  in  order  to  obtain  from  them  an 
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van  hen  te  hebben  Reeckeninge  van  administratie  vande  Compagnie, 
noch  oock  oni  de  betalingc  vande  gagien,  ofte  loon  vande  geene 
die  sy  in  dienste  vande  Compagnie  ghebruyckt  hebben:  Maer  de 
geene  die  snleks  yet  op  henluyden  sal  willen  pretenderen,  sullen 
ghehouden  zijn  de  selve  te  betrecken  voor  heur  ordinaris  Rechters. 

XXXVII.  Soo  wanneer  eenige  Schepen  vande  reyse  sullen  weder 
keeren,  sullen  de  Generaels  oft  Commandeurs  over  de  Vlooten, 
Schip  ofte  Schepen  ghehouden  zijn  binneu  thien  dagen  naer  haere 
aenkomste,  aen  ons  te  komen  do  en  rapport  van  't  succes  van  hare 
reyse,  ende  daer  van  schriftelijck  rapport  over  geven  ende  leveren, 
indien  de  sake  sulex  vereyscht. 

XXXVIII.  Ende  of  't  ghebeurde  (dat  Wy  geensints  en  ver- 
wachten)  dat  yemant  de  Scheep-vaert,  Negotie,  Handelinge  ofte 
Traffijcque  van  dese  Compagnie,  contrarie  het  algemeene  Recht, 
ofte  oock  jegens  't  inhouden  vande  voorschreve  Tractatefi,  Ver- 
bonden  ende  Entre-courssen  in  eeniger  manieren  wilde  beschadigen 
ofte  hinderlijck  wesen,  sullen  hun  daer  tegeus  mogen  defenderen, 
ende  reguleren  in  conformiteyt  vande  instructie  by  ons  daer  van 
te  geven. 

XXXIX.  Hebben  voorts  belooft  ende  belooven  raits  desen,  dat 
wy  dese  Compagnie  tegeris  eenen  yegelick  sullen  mainteneren  ende 
defenderen  inde  vrye  Zee-vaert  ende  Trafficque,  ende  ten  dien 
fine  de  selve  te  hulpe  komen  met  eon  somme  van  thien  hondert 
dnysent  guldens,  te  betalen  in  vijf  Jaren,  daer  van  de  eerste  twee 
hondert  dnysent  guldens  sullen  worden  gefurneert,  soo  haest  den 
eersten  termijn  by  de  Participanten  sal'  wesen  op  ghebracht :  Wel- 
verstaencle  dat  wy  mette  helft  vande  voorschreve  thien  hondert 
dnysent  guldens,  sullen  ghenieten  ende  dragen  winste  ende  risico, 
gelijck  alle  andere  Participanten  in  dese  Compagnie  genieten  ende 
dragen  sullen. 

XL.  Ende  in  gcvalle  door  een  machtich  ende  geduerich  belet 
inde  voorschreve  Zee-vaert  ende  Trafficque,  de  saecken  in  de  Li- 
miten  van  dese  Compagnie  wierden  gebracht  tot  een  openbaer  Oor- 
loch,  Soo  sullen  wy  de  selve  Compagnie,  so  veel 's  Lauts  gclegentheyt 
sulex  eenichsints  somlc  toe  laten,  tot  hare  assistcntie  gheven 
sesthien  Schepen  van  Oorloge,  het  minste  groot  hondert  vijftich 
Lasten,  met  vier  goede  vvelbeseylde  Jachten,  het  minste  groot 
veertich  Lasten,  zijnde  behoorlijck  ghenionteert  ende  voorsien  van 
alles :  oock  van  Metalen  ende  ander  Geschut,  ende  behoorlijcke 
quantiteyt  van  Ammnnitie,  niidtsgaders  win  dubbelt  loopende  ende 
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account  of  the  administration  of  the  Company  nor  for  the  payment 
of  the  salaries  or  wages  of  those  whom  they  have  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  Company;  hut  those  who  wish  to  make  any  such  de- 
mands upon  them  must  bring  the  matter  before  the  ordinary  judges. 

XXXVII.  Whenever  any  ship  shall  return  from  a  voyage,  the 
admirals  or  commanders  of  the  fleets,  ship* or  ships  shall  he  obliged 
to  come  and  report  to  us  the  success  of  the  voyage  within  ten  days 
alter  their  arrival  and  shall  make  out  and  deliver  a  report  in  writing, 
if  the  case  requires  it. 

XXXVIII.  And  if  it  should  happen  (which  we  by  no  means  ex- 
pect") that  any  one  ventured  to  injure  or  hinder  in  any  way  the  navi- 
gation, commerce,  trade  or  traffic  of  this  Company,  contrary  to  the 
common  lawr  or  to  the  contents  of  the  aforesaid  treaties,  leagues 
an  I  covenants,  they  shall  have  the  right  to  protect  themselves  against 
such  actions  and  shall  govern  themselves  according  to  the  instruc- 
ts ns  to  be  issued  by  us  concerning  them. 

XXXIX.  We  have,  moreover,  promised,  and  do  promise,  that  we 
will  maintain  and  defend  this  Company  against  every  person  in 
[their  rights  of]  free  navigation  and  trade,  and  to  that  end  will  as- 
si  i  them  with  a  sum  of  ten  hundred  thousand  guilders,  to  be  paid 
in  five  years,  whereof  the  first  two  hundred  thousand  guilders  shall 
be  paid  them  when  the  first  payment , shall  be  made  by  the  partici- 
pants; provided,  that  we,  with  half  the  aforesaid  ten  hundred  thou- 
sand guilders,  shall  receive  and  bear  profit  and  risk  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  other  participants  of  this  Company. 

XI..  And  if  by  a  powerful  and  continued  obstruction  of  the  afore- 
said navigation  and  trade,  the  affairs  within  the  limits  of  this  Com- 
pany should  be  brought  to  a  state  of  open  war,  we  will,  if  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country  will  in  any  wise  admit  of  it,  give  thei  1  for  their 
assistance  sixteen  ships  of  war,  the  smallest  one  of  one  hundred  and 
iifty  lasts  burden,  with  four  good,  well-sailing  yachts,  the  smallest 
of  forty  lasts  burden,  which  shall  be  properly  mounted  and  provided 
in  all  respects,  both  with  brass''1  and  other  cannon,  and  a  proper 
quantity  of  ammunition,  together  with  double  suits  of  running  and 

n  Hetafcitj  literally,  metal,  as  distinguishes!  from  iron  cannon.  See  IV  Jonge, 
Cetchiedenis  van  het  Ncderlandschc  Zcewezcn,  ed.  2,  p.  281;  de  Laet,  Historic  ofie 
laerlijck  Vcrhacl,  apx.  p.  3-9. 
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staende  Want,  Zeylagie,  Touwen,  Anckers  ende  andere  toe-behoor- 
ten,  sulcks  die  op  alsulcke  groote  Expeditic  behooren  versien  ende 
gebniyckt  te  worden :  Behoudens  dat  die  voorts  sullen  word  en 
ghemant,  ghevictuailleert  ende  onderhouden  tot  koste  vande  Com- 
pagnie:  Ende  dat  de  Compagnie  ghehouden  sal  zijn  daer  by  tc 
voegcn  ghelijcke  sesthien  Schepen  van  Oorloge,  met  vier  Jachten, 
mede  gemonteert  ende  voorsicn  als  vooren,  om  gelijckelijck  tot 
defensie  vande  Trafficque,  ende  alie  Exploicten  van  Oorloge 
gebruyckt  te  werden :  Midts  dat  alle  de  Schepen  van  Oorloge,  ende 
de  Koopvaerdye-Schepen  (die  mede  sulcks  sullen  worden  toe- 
gerust  ende  geinant  als  7t  behoort)  sullen  staen  orider  een  Admirael, 
by  ons  daer  over  te  stellen,  uaer  voorgaende  advijs  vande  voorsz 
Generale  Yergaderinge :  Ende  sullen  volgen  onse  Commandemcn- 
ten,  midtsgaders  de  Resolutien  vande  Compagnie,  om  des  noot 
zijnde,  gelijckelijck  ten  Oorloge  gebruyckt  te  werden:  sulex  noch- 
tans  dat  de  Koopvaerders  bttyten  noot  hare  ladinge  niet  en  sullen 
hasarderen. 

XLI.  Ende  in  gevalle  sonde  mogen  ghebeuren,  dat  de  Landen 
in  hare  Lasten  merckelijck  soude n  mogen  worden  verlicht,  ende 
dat  dese  Compagnie  in  sware  Listen  van  Oorloge  soude  komen  te 
vcrvallen :  Soo  hebben  wy  bclooft  ende  belooven  midts  descn,  de 
voorschreve  subsidie  sulcks  te  verrneerderen  als  den  Staet  vande 
Landen  sal  mogen  lijden,  ende  die  saecken  vande  Compagnie  sul- 
len komen  te  vereysschen. 

XLTI.  Hebben  voorts  geordonneert,  Dat  in  gevalle  van  Oorloge, 
alle  Prinsen  die  op  die  Yyanden,  ofte  oock  op  die  Zee-roovers 
binnen  de  voorschreve  Limiten,  by  de  Compagnie.  of  by  den  geenen 
die  den  selven  t'liare  assistentic  sullen  worden  by-gevoecht,  soude 
mogen  werden  verovert;  Oock  de  goederen,  die  uyt  krachte  van 
onse  Placaten  sullen  worden  aengehaelt,  na  attreckinge  van  alle 
nootelicke  kosten,  als  ot^ck  vande  schade  die  de  Compagnie  in  't 
veroveren  van  elcke  Prinse  soude  mogen  hebben  gheleden :  mits- 
gaders  de  gherechtigheyt  van  Si  in  Excellentie  als  Admirael,  in 
conformite  van  onse  Resolutie,  dient  halven  op  den  eersten  April 
Sesthien-hondert  ende  twee  ghenomen :  ende  het  thiende-part  vande 
Officiers,  P>oots-volck  ende  Soldaten,  die  de  Prinsen  gedaen  sullen 
hebl>en,  sullen  blijven  ter  dispositie  vande  Bewinthebbers  vande 
voorschreve  Compagnie:  Mits  dat  daer  van  gchouden  sal  worden 
Reeckeninge  apart,  ende  verscheyden  vande  Reeckeninge  vanrlc 
Negotien  ende  Commcrcien :  Ende  dat  het  provenu  vande  selve 
Prinsen  sal  worden  geemployeert  totte  equipagie  vande  Schepen, 
^nde  betalinge  van  het  Volck  van  Oorloge,  Eortificatien,  Besettin- 
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standing  rigging,  sails,  cables,  anchors  and  other  things  thereto  be- 
longing, such  as  are  proper  to  be  provided  and  used  in  all  great  ex- 
peditions; upon  condition  that  they  shall  be  manned,  victualed  and 
supported  at  the  expense  of  the  Company  and  that  the  Company 
shall  be  obliged  to  add  thereto  sixteen  like  ships  of  war  and 
four  yachts,  mounted  and  provided  as  above,  to  be  used  in  like  man- 
ner lor  the  defense  of  crade  and  ah  exploits  of  war;  provided  that 
all  the  ships  of  war  and  merchantmen  (which  likewise  shall  be  pro- 
vided and  manned  as  is  fitting)  shall  be  under  an  admiral  appointed 
by  us  after  previous  advice  of  the  aforesaid  general  Assembly  and 
shall  obey  our  commands,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  if  need  be,  shall  be  used  together  for  purposes  of  war, 
in  such  manner,  however,  that  the  merchantmen  shall  not  unneces- 
sarily hazard  their  lading. 


X LI.  And  if  it  should  happen  that  the  country  should  be  greatly 
I  of  its  burdens  and  that  this  Company  should  be  put  to  the 
.  y  charges  of  war,  we  have  further  promised,  and  do  promise, 
to  increase  the  aforesaid  subsidy  in  such  manner  as  the  situation  of 
this  country  will  permit  and  the  affairs  of  the  Company  shall  re- 
quire. 

XLII.  We  have  moreover  ordained  that  in  case  of  war  all  the 
prizes  which  may  be  taken  from  enemies  and  pirates  within  the 
aforesaid  limits  by  the  Company  or  those  who  have  been  sent  to  its 
assistance;  also  the  goods  which  shall  be  seized  by  virtue  of  our 
proclamations  —  after  deducting  all  necessary  expenses  and  the 
damage  which  the  Company  may  have  suffered  in  taking  each  prize, 
together  with  the  dues  of  His  Excellency  as  admiral  in  chief  agree- 
able to  our  resolution  to  that  effect  adopted  on  the  first  of  April, 
sixteen  hundred  and  two,  and  the  tenth  part  for  the  officers,  sailors 
and  soldiers  who  have  taken  the  prize  —  shall  remain  at  the  disposal 
of  the  directors  of  the  aforesaid  Company ;  provided  that  the  account 
of  them  shall  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  the  account  of  trade 
and  commerce,  that  the  net  proceeds. of  the  said  prizes  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  fitting  out  ships,  paying  the  troops,  fortifications,  gam- 
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gen  ende  diergelijcke  saecken  van  Oorloge  ende  defensie  te  Water 
ende  tc  Lande  dependerende,  sonder  dat  men  daer  van  sal  doen 
eenigc  clistribtitie,  ten  ware  dat  het  sclfde  provenu  soo  groot  werde 
bevonden,  dat  men  sunder  swackinge  vande  selve  defensie,  ende 
nae  dat  d'onkosten  vande  Oorloge  sonde  zijn  betaelt,  eenigc 
merckelijcke  parthye  sonde  mogen  uyt  deelen,  dc  welcke  geschieden 
sal  apart  ende  ghescheyden  vande  distributien  vande  Commercien. 
Ende  sal  de  verdeylinge  gedaen  worden,  een  thiendc-deel  voor  de 
gemeene  saecke  vande  Vereenichde  Nederlanden,  ende  de  reste 
onder  de  Participanten  van  dese  Compagnie,  eleke  ponts  gelijcke, 
naer  rate  van  sijn  ingeleyt  Capitael. 

XLITI.  Behoudclick  nochtans,  dat  n lie  de  Prinsen  ende  goeclercn, 
uyt  krachte  vande  Plaeaten  aengehaelt,  in-ghebracht  ende  te  Recbte 
gestelt  snllen  moeten  worden,  ter  judicature  vande  Rade  ter  Ad- 
miralitcyt  vande  Ouartieren  daer  die  in  ghebracht  sullen  zijn,  orn 
by  de  selve  kennisse  genomen,  ende  ghesententieert  te  worden  op 
de  deuchdeli  j ckheyt  ofte  ondeuchdeli  j ckbey t  vande  selve  Prinsen: 
Blijvende  niet  te  min  bangende  den  Processe  d'admistratie  vande 
inghebrachte  Goederen  by  de  Compagnie,  ende  dat  onder  behoor- 
lijcken  Inventaris,  ende  beboudens  de  Revisie  vande  geenen  die 
by  Sententie  vande  Admiraliteyt  ghegraveert  sonde  mogen  zijn,  in 
conformiteyt  vande  Instructie  aen  die  vande  Admiraliteyt  gegeven  : 
Welverstaende,  dat  dc  Vendu-Meesters  ende  andcrc  Offtciers  vande 
Admiraliteyten,  geen  Recbt  sullen  genieten  ofte  mogen  pretenderen 
vande  Prinsen  die  by  dese  Compagnie. sullen  worden  ghebeneficieert, 
ende  daer  in  sy  niet  en  zijn  geemployeert. 

XLIV.  De  Bewinthebbers  van  dese  Compagnie  sullen  solcm- 
nelijck  belooven  ende  sueeren,  dat  sy  bun  in  bare  administratic 
wel  ende  ghetrouwelijck  sullen  dragen,  goede  ende  deuchdeli  j  eke 
Reeckeningbc  doen  van  bare  handelinge:  Dat  sy  in  alles  sullen 
bevoorderen  't  mceste  ])rohjt  vande  Compagnie,  ende  der  selver 
schade  besebutten,  soo  veel  mogelijck  sal  zijn  :  Dat  sy  den  mcesten 
vande  Participanten,  in  't  opbrengen  ende  uytdeylinge  vande  Pen- 
ningen,  niet  meer  voordeel  en  sullen  doen  als  den  minsten  :  Dat 
sy  in  ?t  iuneu  ende  ontfangen  vande  uytstaen  1e  sebulden,  den  ecnen 
niet  nicer  als  den  anderen  sullen  verscboonen:  Dat  sy  voor  bacr 
eygen  Reeekeninge  participeren,  ende  gbeduyrendc  bacr  Bewint- 
hebberscbap  sullen  blijven  participeren,  alsulcke  sommc  van  Pen- 
ningen  als  by  desen  Octroye  zijn  geordonneert:  Midtsgaders  dat 
sy  alle  ende  ccn  yeder  vande  poincten  onde  Artieulen  in  descn 
vcrmelt,  voor  soo  veel  baer  aengaet,  sullen  nae  komen  ende  onder- 
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sous  and  like  matters  of  War  and  defense,  by  sea  and  land,  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  distribution  unless  the  said  '-proceeds  shall  amount 
to  so  much  that  a  notable  share  may  be  distributed  without  weaken- 
ing the  said  defense  and  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  war,  which 
distribution  shall  be  made  separately  and  apart  from  that  on  account 
of  trade;  and  the  distribution  shall  be  male,  one  tenth  part  for  the 
use  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  the  remainder  for  the  partici- 
pants of  this  Company,  in  exact  proportion  to  their  invested  capital. 


XLIII.  Provided,  however,  that  all  the  prizes  and  goods  taken  by 
virtue  of  our  proclamations  shall  be  brought  and  tried  before  the 
council  of  the  admiralty  of  the  district  to  which  they  are  brought, 
that  it  may  take  cognizance  of  them  and  determine  the  legality  or 
illegality  of  the  said  prizes,  the  administration  of  the  goods  brought 
in  remaining,  nevertheless,  with  the  Company,  pending  the  process, 
and  that  under  a  proper  inventory,  and  saving  to  those  who  might  be 
injured  by  the  sentence  of  the  admiralty  the  right  of  appeal,  agree- 
able to  the  instructions  given  the  admiralty;  provided  that  the  ven- 
due masters  and  other  officers  of  the  admiralty  shall  neither  receive 
nor  claim  any  fees  from  prizes  which  shall  be  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  this  Company  and  in  [connection  with]  which  they  are  not  em- 
ployed. 

XLIV.  The  directors  of  this  Company  shall  solemnly  promise 
and  swear  that  they  will  act  well  and  faithfully  in  their  adminis- 
tration and  render  good  and  just  accounts  of  their  transactions: 
that  they  will  in  all  things  consult  the  greatest  profit  of  the  Company 
and,  as  much  as  possible,  prevent  its  meeting  with  losses  ;  that  they 
will  not  give  the  greatest  participant  any  greater  advantage  in  the 
payments  or  distribution  of  money  than  the  least;  that,  in  collecting 
and  receiving  outstanding  debts,  they  will  not  excuse  one  more  than 
another;  that  they,  for  their  own  account,  will  invest,  and  during 
the  continuance  of  their  administration  will  continue  the  invest- 
ment of  all  such  sums  of  money  as  by  this  charter  arc  stipulated  ; 
and  moreover,  that  they  will,  as  far  as  concerns  them,  to  the  utmost 
8 


■ 


ii4 


NEW   YOPK  STATE  LIBRARY 


houden,  doer,  nae  konien  ende  cndcrhouden  naer  haer  uyterste 
vermogen. 

XLV.  Alle  w.'lckc  Privilegien,  Vryheden  cnde  Exemptien,  mits- 
gaders  de  assistentie  hier  vooren  vcrhaelt,  in  alle  hare  voorsz 
Poincten  ende  Articulen,  wy  de  voorsz  Compagnie  met  goede  ken- 
nisse  van  saecken  hebben  ghegunt,  verleent,  belooft  ende  toegcscyt : 
Gunnen,  verleenen  ende  toeseggen  ben' mils  desen :  Beloovende  hen- 
luyden  de  selve  te  doen,  ende  lalen  genieten  rustelijck  ende 
vredelijck.  Ordonnereu  oock  dat  de  selve  sullen  worden  ondcr- 
houden  ende  achtervolclit  by  alle  Overicheden,  Officieren  ende 
Ondersaten  van  clese  Vereeiiichde  Nederlanden,  sonder  daer  jegeus 
te  doen  directeliek  of  indirectelick,  soo  weynich  binnen,  als  btvyten  de 
selve  Vereenichde  Nederlanden,  op  peyne  van  daer  over  als  Bcletter^ 
van  't  ghemeen  welvaren  der  selver  Landen,  ende  Overlreders  van 
onse  Ordonnantie  gestraft  te  worden  aen  Li j  f  ende  Goet.  Be- 
loovende daer  en  boven,  dat  wy  de  Compagnie,  in  't  innehotiden 
van  desen  onsen  Octroye,  sullen  mainteneren  ende  staende  houden, 
by  alle  Tractaten  van  Payse,  Allianeien  ende  Enter-coursen  met  de 
nae-gebuyre  Princen,  Rijcken  ende  Landen,  sonder  yet  ghedaen  ofte 
gehaudelt  te  worden  dat  tot  verminderinge  van  desen  sonde  mogeu 
strecken.  Ontbieden  daerom  ende  bevelen  wel  expresselijck  alle 
Gouverneurs,  Justicieren,  Omcieren,  Magistraten  ende  Inwoonders 
der  voorschreve  Vereenichde  Nederlanden,  dat  sy  de  voorschrevc 
Compagnie  ende  Bewinthebbers  van  dien,  rustelijck  ende  vredelijck 
laten  ghebruycken  het  volkomen  effect  van  desen  Octroye,  Consent 
ende  Privilegie :  Cesserende  alle  contradictien  ende  cmpeschementen 
ter  contrarien.  Ende  op  dat  niemant  hier  van  ignorantie  en  pre- 
tendere,  Soo  hebben  wy  belast,  dat  het  sommier  in  houden  van  desen 
Octroye  by  publicatie  ofte  affixie  van  Biljetten  sal  worden  genoti- 
ficecrt,  daer,  ende  soo  het  behooren  sal :  Want  wy  't  selve  ten 
dienste  vanden  Lande  bevonden  hebben  te  behooren.  Gegeveu 
onder  onsen  grooten  Zegel,  Paraphure  ende  de  Signature  van  on^en 
Grifiier,  in  's  Graven-IIage,  op  den  derden  dach  der  Maent  van 
Junio,  in  't  Jaer  sesthien-hondert  een-ende-twintich.  Was  ghepara- 
pheert,  /.  Magnus?*-  Onder s ton dt,  Ter  Ordonnantie  vande  Hooch- 
ghemeltc  ITeereu  Stntcn  Generael.  Onderteeckent,  C.  Aerssen. 
Hcbbcnde  een  uythangende  Zegel  van  rooden  Wasschc  aen  een 
koorde  van  witte  zijde. 
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of  their  power,  observe  and  keep  all  and  every  the  particulars  and 
articles  herein  contained. 

XLV.  All  of  which  privileges,  freedoms  and  exemptions,  together 
with  the  assistance  above  mentioned,  in  ail  their  points  and  articles, 
we  have  granted,  allowed,  promised  and  pledged  to  the  aforesaid 
Company,  and  do  hereby  grant,  allow  and  pledge  with  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  matter,  promising  to  allow  them  to  enjoy  the  same 
quietly  and  peaceably.  We  likewise  order  that  the  same  shall  be 
kept  and  observed  by  all  magistrates,  officers  and  subjects  of  these 
United  Netherlands  and  that  they  shall  not  do  anything  contrary  to 
the  same  directly  or  indirectly,  either  within  or  without  the  said 
United  Netherlands,  upon  pain  of  being  punished  therefor  both  in 
person  and  property  as  disturbers  of  the  common  welfare  of  this 
country  and  transgressors  of  our  ordinance.  We  further  promise 
that  we  will  maintain  and  uphold  the  Company  in  the  contents  of 
this  our  charter,  by  all  treaties  of  peace,  alliances  and  covenants  with 
the  neighboring  princes,  kingdoms  and  countries,  without  suffering 
anything  to  be  done  or  transacted  that  might  tend  to  diminish  its 
value.  Wherefore  we  expressly  charge  and  command  all  governors, 
justiciaries,  officers,  magistrates  and  inhabitants  of  these  United 
Netherlands  to  permit  and  suffer  the  Company  and  its  directors 
to  enjoy  quietly  and  peaceably  all  the  benefits  of  this  charter,  license 
and  privilege,  ceasing  all  opposition  and  obstruction  to  it.  And  in 
order  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance  of  this,  we  have  ordered  a 
summary  of  the  contents  of  this  charter  to  be  publicly  proclaimed 
and  placarded  wherever  necessary,  for  we  have  found  this  to  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  country.  Given  under  our  great  seal, 
paraph  and  the  signature  of  our  secretary,  at  the  Hague,  on  the  third 
day  of  the  month  of  June,  in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one.  Was  paraphed,  I.  Magnus, vt  Underneath  was  written:  By 
order  of  the  aforesaid  Honorable  Lords  the  States  General.  Sub- 
scribed, C:  Acrsscn.  Having  a  seal  pendent  of  red  wax,  on  a  cord 
of  white  silk. 
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Amplification  of  the  charter  of  the  West  India  Company1 

June  10,  1622 
Original  text 

Ampliatie  van  't  Octroy:  Waer  inne  Me  Zout-vaert  op  Puncto  del 
Rey  buyten  de  Compagnie  verboden  wert:  Mede  den  tijdt  van 
inleggen  geprolongeert,  &c.    In  date  den  10  Iunij  1622. 

De  Staten  Generael  der  Vereeniclide  Nederlanden,  Allen  den  gee- 
nen  die  dese  jegenwoordige  sullen  si  en  ofte  hooren  lesen,  Saluyt. 
DOEN  TE  WETEN,  Alsoo  hier  bevoorens  seecker  Ampliatie 
van  't  Octroy  aen  de  W est-Indische  Compagnie  verleent.  tot  meer- 
der  voprtsettinge  ende  bevorderinge  vande  selve,  by  ons  uyt 
gegeven  ende  in  forme  van  Placaet  over  al  is  gepubliceert,  luyden.de 
van  woorde  tot  woorde  als  volcbt: 

De  Staten  Generael  der  Vereeniclide  Nederlanden,  Allen  den 
geenen  die  desen  sullen  sieu  ofte  hooren  lesen,  Saluyt.  Alsoo  wy 
naer  rijpe  deHberatie  van  Raede,  tot  welstant  descr  Provintien, 
ende  welvaren  vande  goedc  Ingesetenen  van  dien,  hebben  cloen 
besluyten  een  Compagnie  van  Xegotie  ende  Trafficquc,  alhier  in 
dese  Nederlanden,  op  de  West-Indien,  Africa,  ende  and  ere  Plaetscn 
in  onsen  voorgaenden  Placate  van  den  negenden  Junij  inden  Jare 
sesthien-hondert  een  en  twintich  gedesigneert,  met  verbodt,  dat 
geene  Ingeboornen  ofte  Ingesetenen  deser  Landen,  binnen  den  tijt 
van  vicr-en-twintich  Jaren,  naer  den  eersten  Julij  doen  eerst- 
komende,  en  son-den  vermogen  te  varen  ofte  Ncgotieren.  binnen  de 
selve  Limiten.  uytghesondert  alleen  die  by  den  Octroye  aende 
voorsz  Compagnie  verleent  zijn,  toe-gelaten  om  Sout  te  mogen 
varen  op  Pun  to  del  Rey,  op  bet  Reglement  by  ons  daer  op 
ghemaeckt,  ofte  noch  te  maecken :  Ende  dat  Wy  de  saecke  naerdcr 
over  ghemerckt,  voor  def  Lariden  dienst,  ende  tot  vorderinge  vande 
voorsz  geoctroyeerde  Compagnie.  dienstich  ende  noodich  ghevonden 
hebben  de  voorsz  Soutvacrt  op  Pun-to  del  Rey,  inde  selve  Com- 
pagnie mede  te  incorporercn.  SCO  1ST,  dat  Wy,  blijvende  ons 
voorgaende  Placaet  vanden  negenden  Junij  in  sijn  geheel,  mede 
geinterdiceert  ende  verboden  hebben,  interdiceren  ende  verbieder 

1  Printed  with  other  document?  in  pamphlet  form  in  1623,  1624,  1629  and  1642  (Asher, 
no.  55-61):  also  in  part  in  de  Lact,  Historic  ofte  lacrlijck  Verhael,  introd.  p.  [171. 
and  by  way  nt  recital  in  ti  e  confirn  ation  of  Feb.  16,  1623,  in  Groot  Placaet  Bocck. 
vol.  1 ,  col.  570-S2,  which  text  lias  been  used  for  the  present  eopy.  An  imperfect 
translation  of  the  part  printed  in  de  Lact  is  found  in  Hazard,  Historical  Collections  of 
State  Papers,  1: 149-50. 


VAX  RENSSELAER  BOV/IER  MANUSCRIPTS 


117 


Amplification  of  the  Charter  of  the  West  India  Company 

June  10,  1622 
Translation 

Amplification  of  the  charter:  wherein  the  salt  trade  to  Puncto  del 
Rey  is  forbidden  except  to  the  Company;  also  the  time  of  sub- 
scription extended,  &c.    Dated  June  10,  1622. 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  to  all  those  who 
shall  sec  these  presents  or  hear  them  read,  greeting.  Be  it  known, 
that  whereas  heretofore  a  certain  amplification  of  the  charter 
granted  to  the  West  India  Company,  for  the  further  promotion  and 
benefit  of  the  same,  has  been  published  by  us  and  brought  to  pub- 
lic notice  everywhere  by  means  of  placards,  reading  word  for 
w<  >rd  as  follows  : 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  to  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents  or  hear  them  read,  greeting'.  Whereas  we  have 
alter  mature  deliberation  of  council,  for  the  benefit  of  these 
provinces  and  the  welfare  of  the  good  inhabitants  thereof,  caused 
a  company  to  be  formed  here  in  these  Netherlands  for  commerce 
and  trade  to  the  West-Indies,  Africa  and  other  places  mentioned 
in  our  former  proclamation  of  the  ninth  of  June,  in  the  year 
sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-one,  with  a  prohibition  that  none  of  the 
natives  or  inhabitants  of  this  country  for'  the  term  of  twenty-four 
years  from  the  first  of  July  next  following  should  sail  or  trade 
within  the  said  limits,  except  only  those  who  under  the  charter 
granted  to  the  aforesaid  Company  are  permitted  to  carry  on  the 
-;lt  trade  to  Punto  del  Rey  under  the  regulations  therefor  adopted 
or  to  be  adopted  by  us:  whereas  upon  reconsidering  that  matter, 
Wc  fmd  that  it  ib  useful  and  necessary  for  the  service  of  this  coun- 
try and  for  promoting  the  aforesaid  chartered  Company  to  vest 
the  aforesaid  salt  trade  to  Punto  del  Rey  also  in  the  said  Company: 
therefore  we  (our  former  proclamation  of  the  ninth  of  June  re- 
maining jn  full  force)  have  also  interdicted  and  forbidden,  and  by 
e  presents  do  interdict  and  forbid,  the  natives  and  inhabitants 
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by  desen,  dat  geene  Ingheboornen  ofte  Inghesetenen  descr  Landen, 
binnen  den  tijt  vande  voorsz  vier-cn-tvvintich  Jaren,  ityfc  dese  Neder- 
landen,  nochte  de  voorsz  Ingeboornen  ofte  Ingesetenen,  oock  uyt 
eenige  andere  Rijcken  ofte  Landen,  directelick  ofte  indirectelick 
en  sullen  vermctgen  te  varen  op  de  voorsz  Sout-vaert  van  Punto  del 
Rey,  anders  als  uyt  den  Name  ende  van  wegen  dese  Compagnie, 
willende  ende  Ordonnerende,  dat  alle  andere  Ingeboornen  ende  In- 
gesetenen, die  ter  contrarie  hen  vcrvorderen  sullen  te  doen,  ofte 
bevonden  sullen  konnen  werden  gedaen  te  hebben,  verbeuren  sullen 
Schip  ende  Goederen,  die  datelijck  aen  getast,  ende  ten  behoeve 
vande  voornoemde  Compagnie  verbeurt  ghehouden  sullen  werden. 
Ende  indien  sooclanige  Schepen  ende  Goederen  souden  mogen  wer- 
den daer  naer  verkocht,  ofte  in  andere  Landen  one  Havenen 
gebracbt,  Hebben  wy  geordonnecrt  ende  ghestatueert,  ordonneren 
ende  statueren  by  desen,  dat  de  Reeders  ende  Participanten  van 
dien,  in  dese  Landen  woonende,  ofte  hier  ghegoet  wesende,  voor 
de  waerde  van  dien  sullen  wesen  convenibel,  ende  gheexecuteert 
mogen  werden.  Wy  hebben  mede  goet  gevouden  den  tijdt  om  in 
dese  Compagnie  te  mogen  komen,  te  prolongeren,  gelijck  wy  doen 
by  desen  voor  den  Ingesetenen  deser  Landen,  tot  den  lesten  Julij 
toekomende,  nieuwen  stijl  incluys:  Ende  voor  den  Uytheemschen 
tot  den  laetsten  Septembris,  mede  nieuwen  stijle  daer  aen  volgende, 
ende  oock  inclusive.  Ende  en  sal  naer  dien  tijdt  niemant  meer  tot 
eenige  teeckeninge  ofte  inlafinge  inde  Compagnie  werden  gheadmit- 
teert,  ten  eynde  alle  de  geene  die  inde  voorsz  Compagnie  noch  sullen 
wiilen  komen,  binnen  den  selven  tijdt  als  noch,  onder  eenige  vande 
Directeurs  daer  toe  gestelt,  mogen  teyckenen  ofte  doen  teyckenen 
voor  sulcken  somme  van  penningen  als  haer  goet  duncken  sal  inde 
selve  te  herideren :  Willende  mede  dat  de  eerste  ses  Weecken  gheex- 
pireert  zijnde,  uyt  de  bequaemste,  ervarenste,  ende  meest  ingeleyt- 
hebbende  Participanten,  datelijck  gheeligheert,  gemaeckt  ende  ge- 
stelt sullen  werden  de  Bewinthebberen  vande  voornoemde  Compagnie, 
in  conformiteyt  vanden  Octrove,  ende  dat  de  selve  als  dan  promp- 
telijek  sullen  procederen  tot  d'equipagie,  om  de  gheocfroveerde 
Navigatie  ende  Ilandelinge  datelijck  by  der  handt  te  nernen,  ende 
in  't  werck  te  stellen.  Ende  want  wy  will  en  dat  alle  't  gunt  voorsz 
is,  vast  ende  bondich  blijve,  ende  also  onderhouden  werde  in  Recht 
ende  daer  buyten,  Hebben  wy  versocht  de  Staten  ende  Stadthou- 
deren  der  resijective  Provincien  van  Gelderlant  ende  Zutphcn.  Hol- 
lant  ende  \\'est-\'rieslant,  Zeelandt,  Utrecht,  Vrieslant,  Over-Yssel, 
ende  van  Groeningeti  ende  Ommelaiiden :  Midtsgadcrs  der  selver  Ge- 
committeerde  Raden,  ofte  Gedeputeercle  Staten,  gelijck  oock  den 
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of  this  country,  during-  the  term  of  the  aforesaid  twenty-four 
years,  to  sail  out  of  these  Netherlands,  as  also  out  of  any  other 
kingdom  or  country,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  said  salt  trade  to 
I'mito  del  Key,  except  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  this  Com- 
pany; willing  and  ordaining  that  all  other  natives  and  inhabitants 
who  shall  venture  to  do,  or  shall  be  found  to  have  done  anything*  to 
the  contrary  hereof,  shall  forfeit  ship  and  goods  which  shall  be 
immediately  seized  and  confiscated  for  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid 
Company.  And  if  such  ship  and  goods  should  thereafter  be  sold 
or  brought  into  other  countries  or  ports,  we  have  ordained  and  de- 
creed, and  do  hereby  ordain  and  decree,  that  the  owners  and  par- 
ticipants thereof,  living  in  this  country  or  owning  property  here, 
shall  be  liable  for  the  value  thereof  and  that  execution  may  issue 
against  them.  We  have  also  deemed  fit,  as  we  hereby  deem  fit,  to 
rMend  the  time  of  entering  this  Company  for  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  till  the  last  of  July  next,  new  style,  inclusive,  and  for 

■  igners  till  the  last  of  September,  also  new  style,  next  ensuing, 
also  inclusive.  And  after  that  date  no  one  shall  be  admitted 
r  allowed  to  make  any  subscription  to  this  Company,  so  that  all 

ose  who  still  wish  to  be  admitted  to  this  Company  may  within 
the  time  aforesaid  subscribe  or  cause  subscription  to  be  made  before 
''•:i!e  of  the  directors  thereto  appointed  for  such  sums  of  money  as 
they  shall  see  fit  to  invest  in  the  same.  We  further  desire  that 
immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  six  weeks,  from  the 
most  able  and  experienced  participants' who  have  made  the  largest 
investments  shall  be  elected  and  appointed  the  directors  of  the  afore- 
said Company,  in  accordance  with  the  charter,  and  that  the  same 
shall  thereupon  promptly  proceed  to  the  equipment  of  vessels  in 
order  to  begin  at  once  the  granted  navigation  and  trade. 

And  desiring  that  what  is  above  written  shall  be  observed  and 
maintained,  in  law  and  without,  we  have  requested  the  States  and 
Stadtliolders  of  the  respective  provinces  of  Gelderland  and  Zutphen, 
Holland  and  West-Friesland,  Zealand,  Utrecht,  Frieslaijd,  Over- 
^  sscl,  and  of  Groningen  and  Ommelanden,  together  with  the 
Deputy  Councils  or  States  of  the  same,  and  the  Chancelor,  Fresi- 
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Cancelaer,  Presidenten  ende  die  vande  Justicie  vande  voorsz  Landen : 
'  Ende  voorts  belast  ende  geordonneert,  gelijck  Wy  belasten  ende  or- 
donneren  mits  desen  alle  Collegien  vande  Admiraliteyten,  alle  Ad- 
miralen,  Oversten,  Colonnellen,  Ritmeesters  ende  Capiteynen,  te 
Water  ende  te  Lande:  Mitsgaders  alle  Justicieren  ende  Officieren, 
dit  aldus  te  houden  ende  doen  houden,  ende  in  't  Sententieren  heur 
daer  naer  te  reguleren,  sunder  eenige  indraehte  ter  eontrarien. 
Ende  on  dat  niemant  hier  van  eenige  ignorantie  en  pretendere, 
Versoecken  ende  ontbieden  Wy  alle  Uverheyden,  Magistraten, 
Officiers  ende  Justicieren  binncn  dese  Vereeuichde  Nederlanden,  die 
hct  eenichsints  aengaen  mach,  dat  sy  desen  alomnie  doen  verkon- 
digen,  uytroepen  ende  publiceren,  daer  men  ghewoon  is  uytroepinge 
ende  publicatie  te  doen :  Want  wy  't  sclvc  voor  den  dienst  vande 
Landen  ende  de  goede  Ingeseteneu  van  dien  bevonden  hebben  te 
behooren.  Aldus  gheda'en  en  gearrestecrt  ter  \Tergaderinge  vande 
Heeren  Staten  Generael,  in  's  Graven-Hage,  desen  thienden  Junij 
in  't  Jaer  ons  Heeren  duysent  ses  hondcrt  twee-en-twinticb.  Was 
gheparapheert,  A',  vande r  Mccr,vt-  Onder  stont,  Ter  Ordonnantie 
vande  Hooch-ghemelte  Heeren  Staten  Generael.  Geteeckent,  C. 
Aersscn. 

Ende  dat  de  voorsz  Compagnie  deur  eenige  heure  Gecommit- 
tecrden  naeder  hant  klaerlijck  hebben  gheremonstreert  ende  ver- 
toont,  hoe  die  mee^e  ende  grootste  teyckeninge  daer  op  princi- 
palijck  is  gevolget,  in  voegen  dat  men  sonder  't  selve  geensints  tot 
suffisante  Capitalen  soude  hebben  komien  gcraeckeu,  overmits  het 
meerendeel  der  Participanten  ecu  fundamentale  Staet  van  voor- 
seeekcr  gewin  grootelijcks  daer  op  gemaekt,  Ons  over  sulcks  ver- 
soeckende,  wy  haer  de  boven-ghesehreven  Ampliatie  tot  haren  con- 
tentemente  ende  meerder  ghewisheyt,  oock  amputatie  van  alle 
disputen  ende  contrabanden  met  onsen  grooten  Zegel  ghecon- 
finncert  ende  bevestiget,  grootgunstich  wild  en  met  deelen  ende 
toekomen  iaten.  S(JO  1ST,  day  wy  ons  in  alles  genegen  vindende, 
online  de  voorschreve  YVest-Indische  Compagnie  gunstelijck  te 
iavoriseren,  nae  rijpe  deliberatic,  met  voile  kennisse  van  saeeke 
gheaccordeert  hebben,  ende  accorderen  mits  desen,  dat  de  boven- 
genoemde  Ampliatie  ten  line  voorsz  met  onsen  grooten  Zegel  ghe- 
confirmeert  ende  bevesticht  werde.  Aldus  gedaen  in  onse  Ver- 
gaderinge  onder  onsen  grooten  Zegele,  Paraphure,  ende  de  Sig- 
nature van  onsen  Grirrref,  in's  Graven-Hage  opten  sestliienden 
Februarij  Was  geparapheert,  /.  Magnus?1-    Opte  Plijcque 

stondt,  Ter  Ordonnantie  vande  hooch-geiTielte  Heeren  Staten  Gene- 
rael.   Geteeckent,  C.  Aersscn. 
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dents  and  officers  of  justice  of  the  said  provinces,  and  have  further 
charged  and  commanded  as  we  hereby  do  charge  and  command  all 
hoards  of  admiralty,  all  admirals,  commanders,  colonels,  captains 
of  horse  and  foot,  on  water  and  on  land,  together  with  all  officers 
of  justice,  to  observe  the  same  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  ob- 
served and  in  rendering  sentence  to  govern  themselves  accordingly, 
without  suffering  any  violation  whatsoever.  And  in  order  that  no 
one  may  pretend  ignorance  hereof,  we  request  and  summon  all 
authorities,  magistrates  and  officers  of  justice  within  these  United 
Netherlands,  whom  it  may  in  any  wise  concern,  to  have  this  am- 
plification proclaimed,  promulgated  and  made  public  wherever  it 
is  customary  to  have  such  proclamation  and  promulgation  made; 
for  we  deem  this  fit  for  the  service  of  this  country  and  its  good 
inhabitants.  Thus  done  and  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lords 
States  General,  at  the  Hague,  this  tenth  of  June  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-two.  Was  paraphed, 
.V.  -under  Meer,vt  Underneath  was  written:  By  order  of  the 
aforesaid  honorable  Lords  the  States  General.    Signed,  C.  Acrssen. 

And  whereas  the  aforesaid  Company  through  some  of  their  dep- 
uties have  later  remonstrated  and  clearly  shown  that  the  majority 
and  the  largest  of  the  subscriptions  were  thereupon  made  and  that 
without  this  amplification  no  sufficient  capital  could  have  been 
brought  together,  inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  the  participants 
largely  counted  on  this  as  essential  for  assured  profit,  and  therefore 
request  tis  that,  for  their  satisfaction  and  further  security,  and  also 
to  prevent  all  disputes  and  contraband  trading,  we  do  them  the 
favor  to  grant  them  this  amplification  confirmed  and  ratified  under 
our  great  seal;  Therefore,  being  in  every  way  willing  to  favor  the 
aforesaid  West  India  Company,  we  have  after  mature  deliberation 
and  with  full  knowledge  of  circumstances  granted,  and  hereby  do 
grant,  that  the  aforesaid  amplification,  for  the  "purpose  aforesaid, 
be  confirmed  and  ratified  under  our  great  seal.  Thus  done  in  our 
meeting  under  our  great  seal,  paraph  and  signature  of  our  secre- 
tary, at  the  Hague,  on  the  sixteenth  of  February  1623.  Was  para- 
phed, /.  Magnus?1-  On  the  fold  was  written:  By  order  of  the 
aforesaid  honorable  Lords  the  States  General.    Signed,  C.  Aersscn. 
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Amplification  of  the  charter  of  the  West  India  Company2 

February  13,  1623 
Original  text 

Ampliatie  van't  Octroy,  In  date  den  derthiendeu  Februarij  ses- 
tieri-hondert  drie-en-twintich. 

De  Staten  Generael  der  Vereenichde  Nederlanden,  Allen  den 
geenen  die  dese  jegenwoordige  sullen  sien  ofte  hooren  lesen,  Saluyt. 
DOEN  IE  WETEN,  dat  wy  op  den  vier-eii-twintichsten  Marti j, 
Anno  sestien-hondert  twee-ende-twintich  voorleden,  in  onse  Verga- 
deringe  gehoort  hebbende,  't  gecne  van  wegen  de  Heeren  Staten  van 
Hollant  ende  West- Vr iesl an d  t ,  door  seeckere  cxtraordinaris  Gede- 
puteerden  voor  gedragen  is,  dat  omme  te  beter  te  vorderen  de  West- 
Indische  Compagnie,  de  Sout-vaert  op  de  Puncto  del  Rey,  gelegen 
binnen  de  Limiten  van  't  Octroy  vande  selve  Compagnie,  ende  te 
vooren  daer  van  geexcip5eert,  in 't  voornoende  Octroy  nootsaeckelijck 
diende  ende  mochte  werden  begrepen,  ende  allc  andere  Sout-vaerten, 
buy  ten  de  Limiten  van 't  Octroy  gelegen,  vry  ende  daer  buyten  ghela- 
ten.  Dat  mede  de  Hooft-Participanten  vande  voorschreve  Compag- 
nie, mogeu  hebben  de  nominatie  van  tripel  ghetal,  daer  uyt  de  Be- 
winthebbers  verkoren  sullen  mocten  werden:  Mitsgaders  oock  dat  do 
Steden,  daer  gheen  Kameren  en  zijn,  inleggende  uyt  hcure  Gemeen- 
ten  op  eenen  Naem  hondcrt  duyseut  gulden  ofte  meer,  op  nominatie 
als  vooren,  een  Bewinthebber  op  elcke  hondert  duyseut  gulden  sou- 
den  mogen  stellen  in  sulcke  Kamcr,  daer  sy  goet  vinden  sullen  heure 
Penningen  te  brengen.  Versoeckende  dat  Wy  't  voorschreve  Oc- 
troy vande  voofnoemde  West-Indische  Compagnie  mette  voorschreve 
Poincten  vvilden  amplieren,  opdat  de  Compagnie  mochte  werden 
gcslooten,  op  *t  welcke  by  ons  dier  tijt  we]  ende  rijpelick  gedeli- 
bereert  wesende :  Wy  verklaert  ende  gheconscnteert  hebben,  Dat  de 
voornoemde  Sout-vaert  op  de  Puncto  del  Rey  begrepen  sal  werden. 
gelijck  wy  de  selve  deden  begrijpen  in  't  voorschreve  Octroy  vande 
West-Indische  Compagnie,  op  de  ordre  ende  interdictien  daer  inne 
begrepen.   Ende  op  de  twee  andere  Poincten  mede  verklaert,  dat  in 

2  Printed  with  other  documents  in  pamphlet  form  in  1623.  1624,  1629  and  1642 
(Ashcr,  no.  55-61);  also  in  de  T.rui,  Historic  ofte  lacrlijck  Vcrhacl,  introd.  p.  [id], 
and  in  Groot  Placid  Boeck,  vol.  i,  col.  583-S6,  which  text  has  heen  followed  in  the 
present  copy.  An  imperfect  translation  is  found  in  Hazard,  Historical  Collections  of 
State  Papers.  1: 181-82. 
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Amplification  of  the  charter  of  the  West  India  Company 

February  13,  1623 
Translation 

Amplification  of  the  charter,  dated  the  thirteenth  of  February  six- 
teen hundred  twenty-three: 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  to  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents  or  hear  them  read,  greeting-.  Be  it  known,  that 
we,  having  heard  in  our  meeting  on  the  twenty- fourth  of  March,  in 
the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-two  last  past,  that  which  on  be- 
half of  the  Lords  the  States  of  Holland  and  West  Friesland  was 
laid  before  us  by  certain  extraordinary  deputies,  namely,  that  for  the 
?«■  iter  promoting  the  West  India  Company  it  was  necessary  that  the 
all  ".t  ic  to  Puncto  del  Rey,  situated  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
■  tpany's  charter  and  formerly  excepted  from  it,  should  be  includ- 
1  Tiie  aforesaid  charter,  and  that  all  other  salt  trades,  situated 
'in  the  limits  of  that  charter,  should  be  left  free  and  out  of  it; 
t1  0  that  the  chief  participants  of  the  aforesaid  Company  might 
have  the  nomination  of  a  triple  number,  out  of  which  the  directors 
should  be  chosen  ;  further,  that  the  cities. in  which  there  are  no  Cham- 
bers, contributing  out  of  their  funds  in  one  name  one  hundred  thous- 
and guilders  or  more,  upon  nomination  as  aforesaid,  might  be  en- 
titled to  appoint  one  director  for  each  hundred  thousand  guilders, 
in  whatever  Chamber  they  should  think  proper  to  invest  their  money; 
and  that  they  desired  that  we  would  amplify  the  aforesaid  charter  to 
the  above  mentioned  West  India  Company  with  the  aforesaid  pro- 
visions that  the  Company  might  be  completed;  and  this  being  by  us 
at  that  time  well  and  maturely  deliberated  upon:  we  declared  and 
consented  that  the  aforesaid  salt  trade  at  Puncto  del  Rey  should  be 
included,  as  we  did  include  it,  in  the  aforesaid  charter  of  the  West 
India  Company  under  the  orders  and  interdictions  therein  contained. 
And  with  respect  to  the  other  two  provisions,  we  further  declared 
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krachtc  van  't  dertiende  Articule  van  't  voornoemde  Octroy,  dieu 
van  Hollandt  ende  West-Vrieslandt,  gelijck  ooek  alio  andere  Vn >■ 
vincien  vry  staet  de  nominatie  vande  Bewinthebbers,  in  voegen  a] 
voorcn  tc  Iaten  doen,  ten  meesten  dienste  ende  voorderinge  vande 
Compagnie,  Midtsgaders  oock  geaccordeert  ende  geconsenteert  lieb 
ben,  dat  de  Steden  daer  gcen  Kameren  en  zijn,  inne  leggende  uvt 
henre  Gemeenten  hondert  duysent  gulden  ofte  nicer,  op  behoorlieko 
nominatie  vande  Hooft-Participanten,  ende  over  elcke  hondert  dny- 
sent gulden,  sullen  mogen  stellen  een  Bewintbebber,  in  stricken  Ka- 
mer,  daer  sy  goet  v  in  den  sullen  heure  renningen  te  brengen.  Van 
't  welcke  wy  als  nu  versocht  wesende  by  de  Bewint-hebbers  vande 
West-Indische  Compagnie,  behoorlicke  Brieven  te  doen  depescheren, 
geparapbeert,  geteyckent  ende  gesegelt  met  onsen  grooten  Zegek 
naer  behooren,  bebben  wy  in  acbtervolch  van  onse  Resolutie,  op  den 
voornoemden  vier-en-twinticbsten  Alartij  genomen,  dese  onse  Brie- 
ven van  alle  't  gunt  voorsz  is  docn  depescberen.  Beloovende  't  selve 
goet,  vast  ende  van  weerden  te  houden  ende  doen  bouden,  ende  or- 
donnerende  eenen  yegbelijcken  hem  bier  naer  te  reguleren.  Aldus 
gedaen  in  onse  Yergaderinge,  onder  onsen  grooten  Zegele,  Para- 
phure  ende  de  Signature  van  onsen  Grifrier,  in  's  Graven-Hage  den 
dertienclen  Fcbruarij  1623.  Was  geparapbeert,  I.  Magnus,vt-  Opte 
Plijcque  stout,  Ter  Ordonnantie  vande  Hooch-ghemelte  Heeren 
Staten  Generael.  Getceckenr,  C.  Acrsscn.  ITebbende  een  uytban- 
gende  Zegel  in  rooden  Wasscbe  acn  ecu  witte  zijde  koorde. 


- 


VAN  RENSSELAER  B0W1GR  MANUSCRIPTS 


1^5 


liiat,  bv  virtue  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  aforesaid  charter, 
•Hand  and  West  Friesland,  and  likewise  ail  the  other  provinces, 
ill  be  free  as  formerly  to  cause  the  nomination  of  directors  to  be 
ade  in  the  manner  which  is  for  the  best  interest  and  advance- 
sfKiit  of  the  Company.  Moreover,  we  agreed  and  consented  that 
the  cities  in  which  there  are  no  Chambers,  upon  advancing-  out  of 
[heir  funds  one  hundred  thousand  guilders  or  more,  on  proper  nomi- 
nation by  the  chief  participants  and  for  each  hundred  thousand  guil- 
ders might  appoint  a  director  in  whatever  Chamber  they  should 
think  proper  to  invest  their  money.  Of  the  which,  as  we  are  now 
desired  by  the  directors  of  the  West  India  Company  to  cause  a 
suitable  instrument  in  writing  to  be  properly  drawn  up,  paraphed, 
subscribed  and  sealed  with  our  ereat  seal,  we  have,  agreeable  to 
•  •ur  resolution  adopted  on  the  aforesaid  twenty- fourth  of  March, 
caused  these  letters  to  be  drawn  up  for  all  that  is  aforesaid;  promis- 
ing to  keep  them  and  cause  them  to  be  kept,  well,  firmly  and  truly 
and  ordaining  that  all  persons  govern  themselves  accordingly.  Thus 
''.<>ne  at  our  meeting,  under  onr  great  seal,  paraph  and  the  signature 
"i  <Air  secretary,  in  the  Hague,  the  thirteenth  of  February  1623. 
Was  paraphed,  /.  Mag)ius,vt-  In  the  fold  was  written:  By  order 
oi  the  aforesaid  Honorable  Lords  the  States  General.  Signed, 
( '.  Aewssen.  Having  a  seal  pendent  of  red  wax,  on  a  cord  of 
white  silk. 
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Agreement  between  the  directors  and  the  chief  participants  of 
the  West  India  Company" 

June  21,  1623 

Original  text 

Accoordt  tusschen  de  Bewinthebberen  ende  Hooft-Participanten  van- 
de  West-Indische  Compagnie,  met  approbatie  vande  Ho :  endc 
Mog:  Heeren  Staten  Generael  ghemaeckt.  In  date  den  21 
Junij  1623. 

De  Staten  Generaei  der  Vereenichde  Nederlanden,  Allen  den  gee- 
nen  die  desen  jegenwoordige  sullen  getoont  werden,  Saluyt.  DOEN 
TE  WETEN,  Alsoo  op  't  vertooch  aen  ons  ghedaen,  by  eenige 
Gedeputeerden  vande  Hooft-Participanten  vande  geoctroyeerde 
YVest-Indische  Compagnie  ter  Kamere  van  Amsterdam,  dat  de  selve 
tot  verscheydene  reysen  hen  vervoecht  hebben  ghehadt  soo  in 't  Col- 
legie  vande  Bewinthebberen,  als  oock  meermaelen  met  haer  Gecom- 
mitteerden  gebesoigneert,  ten  eynde  in  tijts  goede  ordre  ende  Regie  - 
ment  soude  mogen  werden  genomen  ende  gestabilieert,  tot  contente- 
ment  vande  goede  Participanten,  op  dat  de  saecken  te  beter  ende  met 
meerder  vruchts  op 't  spoedichste  in 't  werck  ghestelt,  ende  dien  vol- 
gende  in  treyn  ghebrocht  soude  mogen  werden,  versoeckende  onse 
approbatie,  't  zy  by  forme  van  ampliatie  van 't  Octroy,  ofte  andersints 
by  raminge  van  ordre  vande  voorschreve  particultere  Kamer  tot  Am- 
sterdamme,  ofte  soo  wy  te  raede  sotiden  vinden,  over  eenige  Poincten 
aen  ons  tot  dien  eynde  gliepresenteert  Ende  wy  alvoorens  daer  op 
te  resolveren,  goet  hebben  gevonden  Copyen  daer  van  over  te  seilden 
aen  de  respective  Kameren  vande  West-Indische  Compagnie,  0111  de 
selve  rijpelick  te  examineren,  mette  Hooft-Participanten  communi- 
ceren,  ende  hare  Gedeputeerden,  mitsgaders  eenige  Gedeputeerden 
vande  Hooft-Participanten  by  ons  te  senden,  volcomentlijck  gelast 

3  Printed  with  other  documents  in  pamplilet  form  in  1623,  1624,  1629  and  1642 
(Asher,  no.  55-61);  also  in  de  Laet,  Historic  ofte  Iaerli/ck  Verhacl,  introd.  p.  [19-22], 
and  in  Grout  Placact  Boeck,  vol.  I,  col.  585-90,  which  Inst  text  has  been  followed  in 
the  present  copy.  An  imperfect  translation  is  found  in  Hazard,  Historical  Collections 
of  State  Papers,  1: 174-78,  reprinted  in  O'Callaghan,  History  of  New  Netherland, 
1 :4o8-io. 
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Agreement  between  the  directors  and  the  chief  participants  of 
the  West  India  Company 

June  21,  1623 

Translation 

Agreement  made  between  the  directors  and  the  chief  participants 
of  the  West  India  Company,  with  the  approval  of  the  High  and 
Mighty  Lords  the  States  General.    Dated  June  21,  1623. 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  to  all  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come,  greeting.  Be  it  known,  that  whereas,  in 
a  memorial  directed  to  us  by  certain  deputies  of  the  chief  partici- 
pants of  the  chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amster- 
dam, setting  forth  that  they  presented  themselves  several  times  be- 
fore the  Assembly  of  the  directors  and  also  held  a  number  of  meet- 
ings with  the  committee  appointed  by  them  to  the  end  that  in  due 
time  proper  rules  and  regulations  might  be  adopted  and  established 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  good  participants  and  that  the  business 
might  the  better  and  with  the  more  profit  be  set  in  motion  as  soon 
as  possible  and  subsequently  be  brought  into  proper  operation,  our 
approbation  was  requested  of  several  articles  presented  to  us  for 
that  purpose,  either  in  the  way  of  an  amplification  of  their  charter 
or  else  by  framing  an  order  for  the  aforesaid  particular  Chamber  of 
Amsterdam  or  in  such  manner  as  we  should  find  advisable;  and 
v,  hereas,  before  adopting  any  resolution  thereupon,  we  thought  fit,  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  articles  to  the  respeetive  Chambers  of  the  West 
I  ."lia  Company,  that  they  might  carefully  examine  them,  confer  with 
the  chief  participants  and  send  to  us  deputies  from  themselves,  as 
well  as  from  the  chief  participants,  fully  empowered  and  authorized, 
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ende  glieaiithoriseert,  oin  daer  over,  ende  wat  noch  voorts  tot  bevor- 
deringe  van  soo  ecu  noociige  saecke  sonde  niogen  dienen,  in  onder- 
linge  conference  te  komeii.  ende  soo  doenelijck,  finalijcken  t'  accor- 
deren  op  onse  approbatie.  Ende  dat  die  Gedeputcerden  vande  re- 
spective Kameren,  Directeurs  ende  Hooft-Participanten  in  compe- 
tenten  getale  daer  op  alhier  zijn  gekomen,  ende  volgens  ten  ovcr- 
staen,  inductien  ende  tusschen-spreeckeri  van  onse  Gecommittcerden, 
nae  verscheydene  ghehoudcue  conferentieri,  communicatien  ende  de- 
liberandi, eyntelijck  a1^  Bewinthebbers,  Directeurs  ende  Hooft- 
Participanteu  sonder  prejudicie  vande  Provineien  ende  respective 
Steden,  tot  vorderitige  vande  West-Indische  saecke,  verdragen  ende 
onderlinge  gheaccordeert  hebben  dese  naevolgende  Articulen. 

Ten  eersten,  Dat  geene  veranderinge.  extentien  nochte  interpre- 
tatie  van  het  Octroy  of  te  dependentien  van  dien  sullen  werden  ver- 
socht  by  de  Bewinthebberen  noch  by  de  Hooft-Participanten  ofte 
yemant  anders,  dan  nae  voorgaende  convocatie,  communicatien  ende 
approbatie  van  het  meerendeel  der  Bewinthebberen  ende  Hooft- 
Participanten,  die  hide  vergaderinge  sullen  present  zijn. 

Ten  tweeden,  Dat  in  r.lle  vergaderingen  daer  Bewinthebberen  en- 
de Hooft-Participanten  t'samen,  ofte  daer  de  Hooft-Participanten 
alleen  ende  apart  sonder  de  Bewinthebberen  sullen  besoigneren,  alle 
nominatien,  deputatien  ende  electien  met  eenen  name  t'effens  sullen 
gheschieden  met  beslooten  Brief  kens  den  presiderenden  in  handen  te 
geveu,  ofte  op  andere  secrete  maniercn. 

Ten  derden,  Dat  de  Compagnie  geene  Penningen  op  Interesse 
oft  deposito  sal  mogen  lichten,  dan  met-  advij's  ende  consent  van  't 
meerendeel  der  Bewinthebberen  ende  Hooft-Participanten,  Doch 
sullen  de  respective  Kameren  in  voorvallende  noot,  voor  een  reyse 
alleen  mogen  lichten  elck  een  twintichste  deel  van  ?t  ingheleyde  Capi- 
tael  in  hare  Kamer,  sonder  dat  by  de  selve  Kameren  meerder  lich- 
tinge  sal  werden  gedaen,  voor  ende  al  eer  de  eerste  gelichte  Pennin- 
gen sullen  zijn  afgelost. 

Ten  vieiden,  Dat  alle  Reeckeningen  by  het  vijfthiende  Articule 
van  't  Octroy  gementioneert,  sullen  gedaen  werden  nae  style  van 
Negotte,  aen  de  Gecommitteerde  bvde  Hooft-Participanten  te  noini- 
neren,  Cnde  ondcr  Eede  t'admitteren,  binnen  den  tijdt  in  't  voorsz 
vijfthiende  Articule  begrepen.  welcke  Gecommitteerde  daer  af  al- 
leene  in  't  gros  aen  de  andere  Hooft-Participanten  rapport  sullen 
doen,  Doch  sullen  de  selve  Gecommittcerden  by  Eede  verbonden  zijn 
niet  t'ontdecken,  maer  alles  secreet  te  hotlden,  dat  de  Bewintheb- 
beren  secreet  riioeten  houden :  Sullen  mede  't  vcrboth  by  het  een-en- 
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fur  this  purpose  and  whatever  might  serve  to  promote  so  necessary 
a  business,  to  meet  in  mutual  conference  and  if  possible  to  come  to 
final  agreement,  subject  to  our  approval ;  and  whereas  these  depu- 
ties of  the  respective  Chambers,  directors  and  chief  participants, 
thereupon  came  here  in  proper  number  and,  in  the  presence  and  on 
the  suggestion  and  persuasion  of  our  delegates,  after  the  holding 
of  several  conferences,  communications  and  deliberations,  finally,  as 
managers,  directors  and  chief  participants,  without  prejudice  to  the 
provinces  and  respective  cities,  for  promoting  the  West  India  busi- 
ness mutually  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

I.  That  no  alteration,  extension  or  interpretation  of  the  charter 
<>r  acts  depending  thereon  shall  be  sought  by  the  directors  or  by  the 
chief  participants  or  any  others,  except  after  previous  meeting,  dis- 
cussion and  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  directors  and  chief 
participants  who  shall  be  present  at  the  meeting. 

II.  That  in  all  joint  meetings  of  the  directors  and  chief  partici- 
pants or  those  of  the  chief  participants  alone  and  without  the  di- 
rectors, all  nominations,  choice  of  deputies,  and  elections  shall  take 
place,  one  name  at  a  time,  by  placing  folded  ballots  in  the  hands  of 
the  presiding  officer  or  in  some  other  secret  manner. 

J II.  That  the  Company  shall  borrow  no  money  on  interest  or  de- 
posit, except  with  the  advice  and  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of 
the  directors  and  chief  participants;  nevertheless  in  case  of  necessity 
and  for  one  voyage  only,  the  respective  Chambers  may  each  borrow 
the  twentieth  part  of  the  subscribed  capital  of  their  Chamber,  but 
tiie  said  Chamber  shall  not  borrow  any  more  before  the  first  loan 
shall  have  been  paid  off. 

]V.  That  all  accounts  mentioned  in  the  fifteenth  article  of  the 
charter  shall  be  rendered  in  business  form  to  the  committee  to  be 
nominated  by  the  chief  participants,  and  admitted  under  oath,  within 
the  time  mentioned  in  the  said  fifteenth  article,  which  committee 
shall  make  report  thereof  only  in  gross  to  the  other  chief  partici- 
pants. Bui  the  said  committee  shall  be  bound  by  oath  not  to  di- 
vulge, but  to  keep  everything  secret  which  the  directors  must  keep 
secret.    They  shall  moreover  during  the  time  of  two  years  be  sub- 
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derticliste  Artijckel  van  't  Octroy  noopende  't  koopon  ende  't  ver- 
koopen,  den  Bevvinthebbercn  gedaen,  onderworpen  zijn,  geduerende 
den  tijt  van  twee  Jaren. 

Ten  vijfden,  Dat  de  selve  Gecommitteerden  sullen  hebben  endc 
exerceren  van  wegen  de  Hooft-Participanten,  het  recht  den  Agenteu 
Artijckel  seven-en-twintich  gegeven  ende  vergunt:  Ende  voorts  de 
Boecken,  P'actuyreu  ende  andere  Documenten,  tot  dien  eynde  tot 
barer  beliefte  te  niogen  nae  sien,  ende  de  Coopmanschappen  ende 
Brieven  die  de  Commercie  aengaen,  visiteren. 

Ten  sesten,  Dat  de  eerste  twee  vacerendc  plaetsen  der  Bewint- 
bebberen  tot  Amstelredam,  als  mede  de  twee  eerste  van  Zeelandt, 
ende  de  eerste  hide  Carrier  vande  Mase,  sullen  successivelijck  gesup- 
pleert  ende  vervult  worden  by  de  Hooft-Participanten  vande  res- 
pective Kameren,  absoluyt  by  pluraliteyt  van  stemmen,  staende 
onder  den  selven  Eedt,  hebbende  administrate  als  de  andere  Bewint- 
hebberen,  ende  sullen  ghehouden  zijn  den  Hooft-Participanten  te 
communiceren  't  geene  haer  aengaet,  haer  recht  inde  selve  ver- 
gaderinge  van  Bewinthebberen  te  bewaren  nacr  ghelegentheyt  van 
saecken,  de-  selve  te  convoceren,  ende  specialick  aen  de  voorschreve 
Hooft-Participanten  verbonden  ende  revocabel  zijn,  blijvende  suc- 
cessivelijck de  resterende  Bewinthebberen  vande  respective  Kameren 
eligibel  volgende  het  Octroy,  ofte  soo  als  inde  respective  Provincien 
albereyts  is  gheordonneert,  ofte  noch  geordonneert  soude  mogen 
werden :  Ende  dat  by  provisie  twee  uyt  de  Hooft-Participanten  van 
elcke  respective  Kameren  van  Amsterdam  ende  Zeelandt,  ende  eenc 
uyt  de  Kamer  vande  Mase  ghecommitteert  sullen  werden,  bovcn  die 
inde  voorige  Articulen  Vermel t  zijn,  om  ondertusschen 't  voorschreve 
recht  vande  selve  te  bewaren,  tot  dat  een  ofte  twee  plaetsen  sullen 
vacant  zijn. 

Ten  sevensten,  Soo  wanneer  de  Negenthiene  sullen  komen  te 
vergaderen,  sullen  de  Hooft-Participanten  vande  Kamer  van  Am- 
sterdam, eene  uyt  de  voorschreve  twee  Bewinthebberen  of  provi- 
sioned Gecommitteerden  mogen  eligeren,  om  te  wesen  eene  vande 
acht  Bewinthebberen  inde  selve  Vergaderinge,  van  wegens  de  Ka- 
mer van  Amsterdam  te  compareren,  ghelijck  mede  die  Hooft-Parti- 
cipanten van  Zeelandt  uyt  de  voorschreve  twee  Bewinthebberen  of 
provisioned  Gecommitteerden  by  hun  absolutelijcken  ghestelt,  sul- 
len mogen  kiesen  eene,  om  te  wesen  eene  vande  vier  Bewinthebberen 
van  wegens  haer  Kamer  inde  vergaderinge  vande  Negenthiene  te 
compareren.  Ende  sullen  daer  benelYens  de  voorschreve  Hooft- 
Participanten,  soo  vande  Kamer  van  Amsterdam  als  van  Zeelandt, 


VAN   RENSSELAER   BOWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


jcct  to  the  prohibition  in  regard  to  buying  and  selling  plaeed  upon 
the  directors  by  the  thirty-first  article  of  the  charter. 

V.  That  the  said  committee  shall  have  and  exercise,  on  behalf  of 
the  chief  participants,  the  rights  given  and  granted  by  Article  twen- 
ty-seven to  the  agents;  and  moreover,  for  this, purpose,  to  examine 
the  books,  invoices  and  other  documents  at  their  pleasure,  and  in- 
spect the  merchandise,  and  the  letters  concerning  the  business. 

VI.  That  the  first  two  vacant  places  among  the  directors  at  Ams- 
terdam, the  first  two  of  Zealand,  and  the  first  in  the  Chamber  of  the 
Muse  shall  successively  be  supplied  and  filled  by  the  chief  partici- 
pants of  the  respective  Chambers,  absolutely  by  plurality  of  votes ; 
[these  elected]  are  to  be  bound  by  the  same  oath  and  to  have  the* 
same  powers  as  the  other  directors,  and  shall  be  obliged  to  communi- 
cate to  the  chief  participants  what  concerns  them,  to  preserve  their 
rights  in  the  said  meetings  of  the  directors  according  to  circum- 
stances and  to  call  them  together,  and  they  shall. be  specially  respon- 
sible to  and  [their  election]  revocable  by  the  aforesaid  chief  partici- 
pants ;  the  rest  of  the  directors  of  the  respective  Chambers  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  elected  according  to  the  charter,  or  in  such  manner  as  is 
already  ordained,  or  may  hereafter  be  ordained  in  the  respective 
provinces;  and  that  provisionally  two  of  the  chief  participants  of 
each  of  the  respective  Chambers  of  Amsterdam  and  Zealand  and  one 
of  the  Chamber  of  the  M ase,  shall  be  deputed  aside  from  the  com- 
mittee mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles,  to  take  care  of  their 
aforesaid  rights  in  the  meantime,  until  one  or  two  places  shall  be 
vacant. 

VII.  When  the  Nineteen  shall  meet  together,  the  chief  partici- 
pants of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  shall  be  permitted  to  choose 
we  of  the  two  directors  or  provisional  deputies  aforesaid,  that  he 
:  ay  be  one  of  the  eight  directors  in  the  said  meeting  for  the  Cham- 
1,1  r  of  Amsterdam.    In  like  manner  -the  chief  participants  of  Zea- 

shall  be  permitted  to  choose  one  of  the  aforesaid  two  directors 
•  r  provisional  deputies,  by  them  absolutely  appointed,  to  be  one  of 
-  '?r  directors  representing  their  Chamber  in  the  Assembly  of  the 
■vineteen.    And  in  addition  the  aforesaid  chief  participants,  as  well 
e  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  as  those  of  Zcaland;  shall  each 
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noch  mogen  eiigeren  elcks  cone  uyc  de  be-eedichdc  Gecommitteer.dc, 
Artijckel  vier  ende  vijf  vermelt,  ouj  die  voorschreve  Gedeputeerdcn 
elcks  inden  sijuen  t'assisteren  iride  voorschreve  Vergaderinge  vande 
Negenthiene,  sender  dat  nochtans  de  solve  Geassocieerden  stemine 
aparr  sullen  hebben.  Ende  ten  eynde  de  andere  Kameren  mecle  keu- 
nisse  van  saecken  opte  seive  vergaderinghe  verhandelt  mogen  heb 
ben,  sal  die  geassocieerde  vande  Kamer  van  Amsterdam,  den  Hoo ft 
Participanten  van  '1  Noorder-qu  artier  ende  van  Stadt  ende  Landen : 
Ende  die  gheassocieercle  vande  Kamer  van  Zeeiandt,  die  vande  Mase 
adviseren  van  't  ghebesoigneerde  inde  voorschreve  Vergaderinge, 
voor  soo  veele  't  selve  cornmunicabel  sal  zijn. 

Ten  achtsten,  Dat  naer  desen  niemant  tot  Bewinthebber  sal  mogen 
gheeligeert  werden,  die  in  dienst  vande  Compagnie  van  Oost-lndien 
is:  Sullen  oock  Yader  ende  Soon,  Item,  Broeders  van  heelen  ende 
halven  Beddem  geen  Bewinthebberen  in  eene  Kamer  te  gelijcke  mo- 
gen wesen;  Ende  sullen  de  Bewint-hebberen  geen  provisie  ghenieten, 
ten  zy  dat  sy  ten  dienste  vande  Compagnie  behoorelijck  vaceren. 

Ten  negenden,  A! soo  het  noodich  is  om  een  yeder  te  voldoen,  dat 
den  tijdt  om  in  dese  Compagnie  te  teeckenen  ende  te  herideren  noch 
gheprolongeert  werde,  tot  contentement  soo  vande  Ingesetenen  al-s 
Uytlantsche,  dat  daerom  voor  d' Ingesetenen  tot  ultima  Augusti,  ende 
voor  d'Uytlandische  tot  ultima  Octobris  toekommende,  beyde  Stylo 
novo  incluys,  de  voorschreve  inteyckeninge  geprolongeert,  ende 
bekent  gemaeckt  worde  detir  affixie  van  Billetten,  sonder  dat  naer 
dien  dach  yemants  anders  sal  mogen  ingenomen  ofte  inghelaten  wor- 
den,  maer  dat  een  yeder  Kamer  gehouden  sal  zijn  den  eersten  dach 
naer  ultimo  Octobris  sijne  Capitalen  te  sluyten,  ende  acht  dagen 
daer  naer  Copyen  aen  malkanderen  over  seynden :  Welverstaende 
dat  de  aen-ghevangene  equipagic,  haeren  voortganck  sal  hebben 
tot  dienste  vande  Compagnie,  ende  dat  de  geene  die  haere  Penni- 
gen  voor  andere  hebben  gefurneert,  ende  noch  sullen  fumereu 
daer  van  Interesse  sullen  genieten  tot  discretie  vande  Negenthiene. 

Ten  thienden,  Ende  aengaencle  do  generale  reeckenin^e,  Artijckel 
sestien,  ende  het  veranderen  van  het  derdendeel  der  Bewinthebberen 
Artijckel  vecrthien  in't  Octroy  ghementioneert,  om  eene  goede  ordre 
ende  generalen  voet  in  a lk  Kameren  daer  in  te  houden,  is  noodich 
gevonden  dat  de  selve  generale  reeckeninge  geschiede  (ses  Jaeren  nae 
date  van  t  geven  van  't  Octroy,  beginnende  den  derdcu  Junij  ses- 
thien-liondert  een-en-t\vintich,  Stylo  novo,)  naercoustume  van  Coop- 
manschap  in 't  openbacr.  mede  ten  overstaen  vande  voorschreve  Ge- 
committeerde  vande  I-{ooit-Participanten  vande  respective  Kameren, 
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be  permitted  to  choose  one  of  the  sworn  committee,  mentioned  in 
articles  four  and  five,  to  assist  the  aforesaid  deputies,  each  assisting 
the  one  from  his  Chamber,  in  the  aforesaid  Assembly  of  the  Nine- 
teen; nevertheless,  these  associates  shall  not  have  a  separate  Vote. 
And  that  the  other  Chambers  also  may  know  of  the  business  trans- 
acted by  the  said  Assembly,  the  associace  member  from  the  Chamber 
of  Amsterdam  shall  inform  the  chief  participants  of  the  Noordcr- 
qtiartier  and  Siadt  ende  Lai' den  and  the  associate  member  from  the 
Chamber  of  Zealand  those  of  the  Mase  of  the  business  of  the  afore- 
said Assembly,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  communicable. 

VIII.  That  hereafter  no  person  may  be  chosen  a  director  who  is 
in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company ;  in  like  manner,  father  and 
son,  or  brothers  of  the  whole  or  half  blood,  may  not  be  directors  at 
the  same  time  in  one  Chamber.  And  the  directors  shall  receive  no 
commissions  unless  they  properly  attend  to  the  business  of  the  Com- 
pany. - 

IX.  Whereas,  in  order  to  satisfy  every  one,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  time  for  subscribing  and  contributing  to  this  Company  shall  be 
extended  further,  for  the  satisfaction  of  our  own  inhabitants  as  well 
as  of  foreigners,  therefore,  be  the  aforesaid  subscriptions  extended 
for  inhabitants  to  the  last  of  .August,  and  for  foreigners  to  the  last 
of  October  next,  both  new  style,  and  the  fact  made  known  by  post- 
ing of  notices;  after  that  date,  no  person  may  be  received  or  ad- 
mitted, but  every  Chamber  must  close  its  subscription  lists  the  first 
day  after  the  last  of  October,  and  eight  days  thereafter  send  a  copy 
to  each  of  the  others  ;  provided,  that  the  equipment  already  begun 
shall  continue  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  and  that  those  who  have 
furnished  money  in  advance  of  others,  or  shall  yet  furnish  it,  shall 
receive  interest  thereon  at  the  discretion  of  the  Nineteen. 

X.  And  as  to  the  general  accounting,  mentioned  in  article  six- 
teen of  the  charter,  and  the  changing  of  a  third  part  of  the  direc- 
tors in  article  fourteen,  to  maintain  good  order  and  a  general  basis 
in  all  the  Chambers,  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  the  said  general  ac- 
counting be  made  ( six  years  from  the  date  of  granting  the  charter, 
beginning  the  third  of  June  1621,  new  style)  according  to  mercan- 
tile custom  in  public,  in  the  presence  of  the  aforesaid  committee  of 
the  chief  participants  of  the  respective  Chambers,  and  so  on  regit- 
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ende  soo  vororts  suecessivelick,  eicke  sec  Jaren  te  doen  diergelijcke 
generate  reeckemnge :  Doch  sal  by  de  Yergaderinge  vande  Negen- 
thiene,  op 't  vervolch  vande  reeckeningen  naerder  ordre  beraemt  wcr- 
den,  ten  eynde  d'afgaende  Bewiritliebberen,  met  gesuyverde  reecke- 
ninge,  ist  doeneiijek,  mogen  seheyden :  Ende  sal  de  veranderinge 
van't  derdendeel  der  Bewiritliebberen,  eerst  geschieden  ses  Jaren 
na  den  negenden  Junii  deses  Jaers  sestien-hondert  drie-en-twintich, 
ende  soo  voorts  succes:ivelijck  elcke  twee  Jaeren  conform  het  Oc- 
troy. 

Ten  elfsten,  Dat  niemant  het  Hoof t- Participants  recht  sal  mogen 
genieten,  dan  die  vanclen  beginne  bee  ft  in-gbelecht,  oft  andersints 
twee  Jaren  opte  Boeckcn  bckent  is,  voor  sijn  eygcn  reeckeninge 
in  dese  Compagnie  te  herideren,  soo  veel  een  Bewintbebber  inde  re- 
spective Kameren  gbehonden  is  te  doen,  volgens  den  Octroy,  bc- 
halven  dat  Kinderen,  ende  alle  andere  Erfgenamen,  die  op  eencn 
name  de  respective  voile  sommen  voor  hun  eygen  Erven,  datelijck 
nae  de  erffenisse  ghequalificeert  sullen  zijn. 

Ende  ten  twaelfsten,  Indien  eenige  saecken  voor  vallen  daer  uyt 
Processen  souden  mogen  verrijsen,  tot  ondienste  vande  Compagnie, 
sullen  de  Bewinthebberen  in  alle  manieren  arbeyden,  de  selve  in  't 
minnelijck  neer  te  leggen  (soo  doeneiijek)  indien  niet,  de  saecken 
communiceren  met  de  Hooft-Participanten,  om  met  gemeen  advijs 
daer  in  gedaen  te  worden  soo  als  tot  meesten  dienst  vande  Compag- 
nie bevonden  sal  worden  te  behooren. 

SOO  IST,  dat  vvy  de  voorschreve  Articulen  gheexamineert  ende 
overwogen  hebbende,  ende  tot  d'eenicheyt  ende  goede  correspon- 
dentie  tusschen  die  Bewint-hebberen  ende  Hooft-Partjcipanten,  mils- 
gaders  tot  bevorderinge  vande  West-Indisclie  Compagnie  ghenegen 
wesende,  hebben  met  advijs  vanden  TIeere  Prince  van  Orangien. 
goet  gevonden  de  selve  t'aggreeren,  ende  t'approberen,  aggreeren  en- 
de approberen  midts  desen,  verstaende  dat  de  selve  by  de  Bewint- 
hebberen,  Participanten,  ende  ye  der  een  daer  aen  ghelegen  zijnde, 
'  nevens  d'Articulen  van  *t  Octroy  punctuelijck  sullen  werden  naer- 
gbekomen  ende  achtervolcht.  ghelijck  of  sy  den  Octroy  waren  gein- 
sereert,  Alsoo  wy  beviuden  't  selve  tot  dienste  vande  West-Indische 
Compagnie  alsoo  te  behooren.  Gbegbcvcn  onder  onsen  grootcn 
Zegel,  Paraphure,  ende  de  Signature  van  onsen  Griffier,  in  's  Gra- 
ven-Hage,  den  een-en-twinticlisten  Jitnij  ses th ie n-ho n d ert  drie-ende- 
twintich.  Was  gheparapheert,  X.  Bouckhorstyxt  Onder  stondt, 
Ter  Ordonnantie  vande  Hbocli-ghemelte  Heeren  Staten  Generael. 
Ghetceckent,  C.  Aersscn.  Hebbende  een  uythangenden  Zegel  in 
rooden  Wassche,  aen  con  witte  zijde  koorde. 
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larly  every  six  years  a  like  genera!  accounting*  but  as  to  other  ac- 
counts, further  action  shall  be  taken  by  the  Assembly  of  the  Nine- 
teen, to  the  end  that  the  directors  who  retire  may  leave  no  unsettled 
accounts  if  it  be  practicable.  And  the  first  change  of  a  third  part 
of  the  directors  shall  take  place  six  years  after  the  ninth4  of  June 
this  year  1623.  ?.nd  so  on  regularly  every  two  years  agreeable  to  the 
charter. 

XL5  That  no  one  shall  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  chief 
participants  but  those  who  subscribed  at  the  beginning,  or  else  have 
been  entered  on  the  books  for  two  years  as  owning  in  their  own 
name  in  this  Company  as  much  as  a  director  in  the  respective  Cham- 
bers must  own  according  to  the  charter;  except,  that  children  and  ail 
other  heirs,  who  inherit  in  one  name  the  respective  full  sums  for 
themselves,  shall  be  qualified  immediately  after  inheriting. 

Ami,  XII,  if  anything  should  happen  from  which  lawsuits  might 
arise  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Company,  the  directors  shall  do  all 
ir  power  to  settle  the  matter  amicably  (if  possible)  ;  if  not, 
"  •  -hall  communicate  it  to  the  chief  participants,  that  they  may  act 
therein  with  mutual  advice,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  found  most 
t-»  tlie  advantage  of  the  Company. 

I  hcrefore  having  examined  and  considered  the  foregoing  articles 
and  being  desirous  of  promoting  unity  and  concord  between  the 
directors  and  chief  participants  as  well  as  the  advancement  of  the 
West-India  Company,  we  have,  with  the  advice  of  the  Prince  of 
Grange,  thought  fit  to  agree  to  and  approve  of,  and  do  hereby  agree 
*•>  and  approve  the  same  and  demand  that  they  with  the  articles  of 
the  charter  shall  be  strictly  followed  and  observed  by  the  directors, 
participants  and  every  person  concerned  therein,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  they  were  inserted  in  the  charter;  for  we  find  this  to  be  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  West-India  Company. 

t  riven  under  our  great  seal,  paraph  and  the  signature  of  our 
secretary,  at  the  Hague,  the  twenty-first  of  June,  sixteen  hundred 
and  twenty-three.  Paraphed,  Ar.  van  Bdiickhorst,  vt.  Underneath 
vva.s  written:  By  order  of  the  aforesaid  Honorable  Lords  the  States 
General.  Subscribed,  C.  Acfsscri,  having  a  seal  pendent  of  red 
wax,  on  a  cord  of  white  silk. 

4  .       copy  of  tin-  Agreement  in  the  introduction  to  de  Laet's  Historic  oftc  Iacrlijck 
Verhttel  has  the  third  of  June  this  year  1G&3,  winch  is  evidently  the  date  intended. 
* L'tftcad  of  this  article,  Hazard  inserts  article  11  of  the  Charter  of  the  W.  I.  Co., 
ike  is  copied  by  O'CaHaghan  in  History  of  New  Nctlicrland,  1:410. 
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Charier  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions3 

June  7,  io?o 
Original  text 

Uryheden  ende  Exempti.en  voor  de  Patroonen  /  Meesters  ofte 
Particulieren  /  die  op  Nieu-Nederlandt  eenighe  Colonien  ende 
Vee  sullen  planten  geconsidereert  tea  dienst  van  de  Generale 
West-Indische  Compagnie  in  Nieu-Nederlandt  /  ende  het  voor- 
deel  van  de  Patroonen  /  Meesters  ende  Particulieren. 

I.  Dat  de  Participanten  inde  gemelde  Compagnie  /  die  gheneghen 
sullen  zijn  in  Nieu-Nederlandt  eenighe  Colonien  te  planten  /  ver- 
moghen  met  de  Schepen  van  dese  Compagnie  derwaerts  gaende  / 
drie  ofte  vier  persoonen  te  senden  /  om  de  gheleghentheydt  aldaer 
te  besichtigen  /  midts  datse  neffens  de  Officieren  ende  Bootsvolck 
den  Artijcul-Brieff  sullen  beeedighen  /  voor  soo  vcel  die  haer 
aengaet.  Ende  betalende  voor  Mondt-kost  /  Passagie  van 
gaen  ende  komen  /  ses  stuyvers  daeghs :  Ende  die  inde  Ca- 
juyte  soude  versoecken  te  eten  /  twaelf  stuyvers  /  ende  bun  onder- 
werpen  in  cas  van  offensie  ende  defensie  haer  ter  weere  te  stellen  / 
ghelijck  als  d'andere ;  Ende  eenighe  Schepen  van  den  Vyant 
veroverende  /  sullen  oock  haers  portie  genieten  Pro  Rata,  nefTens 
de  Bootsghesellen  /  yeder  nae  zijn  qualiteyt  /  te  weten  /  dat  de 
Coloniers  buyten  de  Cajuyte  etende  /  ghereeckent  sullen  worden 
neffens  de  Matrossen  /  ende  die  inde  Cajuyte  eten  teghens  den 
gheenen  die  aldaer  van's  Compagnies  Volck  de  Tafel  /  ende  de 
kleynste  gagie  heeft. 

II.  Doch  sullen  in  desen  geprefereert  zijn  soodanighe  Per- 
soonen /  die  haer  eerst  sullen  hebben  gheopenbaert  /  ende  aen  de 
Compagnie  versocht. 

B3  Ende 

a  V.  R.  B.  )-fss  6i.  Printed  pamphlet  in  original  paper  covers,  measuring  19. 3x15. 3cm ; 
letterpress  1t.9xiT.3cn1.  The  first  recto  is  marked  B3;  the  3d,  4th  and  5th  are  marked 
respectively  C,  C2  and  C3.  It  is  apparently  a  separate  issue  of  the  second  part  of 
the  pamphlet  entitled:  Articulcn  .  .  .  over  hct  open,  ende  vry  stellen  tap  den  Handel 
ende  Neeo'.ie  op  de  Stadt  Olinda  de  Pernambuco,  ende  Custcn  van  Brasil.  Hier  zijn 
achtc  by  gkedrttckt  De  Vryheden  van  Nieu-Ncderlant.  Amst.  163T.  (Asher,  Biblio- 
graphical Essay,  no.  332).  With  the  exception  of  capitalization  and  spelling  it  agrees 
with  the  text  published  under  date  of  March  1630  in  Wassenaer,  Historisch  Vcrhael, 
v.  4,  pt  18,  f.94~9$b,  which  is  based  on  that  printed  the  same  year  for  the  West 
India  Company.  Asher  gives  but  one  pamphlet  of  1630  (no.  331),  hut  his  title  differs 
slightly  from  that  given  by  Moulton,  History  of  New  York,  pt  2,  p.  389.  and  from 
the  facsimile  title  page  in  Fi-ke.  Dutch  and  QuaK-er  Colonies,  illus.  <ed.  them- 
selves different,  which  suggests  that  there  were  various  issues  in  1630.  In  1875,  a 
reprint  of  the  163O  pamphlet  in  the  possession  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  was 
published  by  Ceo.  H.  Moore,  librarian  of  the  society. 
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Charter  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions Ga 

June  7,  16 2Q 
Translation 

Freedoms  and  Exemptions  for  the  patroons,  masters  or  private  per- 
sons who  will  plant  any  colonies  in,  am!  send  eattle  to  New 
Netherland,  drawn  tip  for  the  benefit  of  the  General  West  India 
Company  in  New  Netherland  and  for  the  profit  of  the  patroons. 
masters  and  private  persons. 

I.  Such  participants  of  the  said  Company  as  may  be  inclined  to 
plant  any  colonies  in  New  Netherland  shall  be  permitted  to  send,  in 
the  ships  of  this  Company  going  thither,  three  or  four  persons  to 
inspect  the  situation  of  the  country,  provided  that  they,  with  the 
officers  and  ship's  company,  swear  to  the  Articles,7  so  far  as  they  re- 
late to  them,  pay  for  board  and  passage,  going  and  coming,  six 
stivers  a  day  (such  as  desire  to  mess  in  the  cabin  to  pay  12  stivers) 
•*«nd  agree  to  give  assistance  like  others,  in  cases  offensive  and  defen- 
sive. And  if  any  ships  be  taken  from  the  enemy,  they  shall  receive 
pro  rata  their  portions  with  the  ship's  company,  each  according  to 
his  quality,  that  is  to  say,  the  colonists  messing  outside  the  cabin 
shall  be  rated  with  the  sailors  and  those  messing  in  the  cabin  with 
those  of  the  Company's  servants  messing  at  table  who  receive  the 
lowest  wages. 


II.  However,  in  this  matter,  those  persons  shall  have  the  pref- 
erence who  shall  first  have  declared  their  intentions  and  applied  to 
the  Company. 

'*  I  lie  first  translation  of  the  Freedoms  and  .Exemptions,  made  by  Abraham  I. oft,  jr, 
»n  j;6_\  appeared  in  Moulton,  History  of  New  York,  1826,  pt  2,  p.  389-9$,  and  was 
reprinted  in  Dun]ap,  History  of  New  York,  vol.  2,  app.  II,  and  in  N.  Y.  Historical 
Society  Collections,  ser.  2,  1:370-77.  With  flight  changes,  the  same  translation  has 
appeared  in  O'Callaghan's  History  of  Nctv  Netherland,  1:iij-jo;  Doc.  rcl.  to  Col.  His*. 
"■  *•>  2 : 5 5 3—c 7 ;  Lazes  and  Ordinances  of  New  Netherland,  p.  1-10;  MacDonald's 
Select  Charters,  p.  43-50;  and  Index  to  the  Public  Records  of  the  County  of  Albany, 
1630-1894,  Albany  190^,  pref.  p.  Ixjii-lxv.  The  present  translation  is  revised  from  that 
printed  by  O'CallaRhan,  from  which  it  will  he  found  to  differ  materially. 

•  dttijcul'Brieffj  probably  a  code  of  rules  of  similar  tenor  as  the  Articulen  ende 
'  ■  nnantien,  tcr  Vergadcringc  vande  .Hoogh  Mogendc  Heeren  St  at  en  Generael  gl.cre- 
s*'*weri  ende  gearresteert,  Daer  op  aengenomen  ende  bceedicht  sullen  worden  allc  de 
geene  die  hen  zoortaen  in  den  dienst  vande  gcoctroyeerde  Wesl-lndische  Compagnie 
tullgn  begeven,  cm  met  derselier  Sckcj-cn  nder  West-Indie  n,  Brazil,  oftc  andere  Limit  en 
'•ant  Octroy  te  zarcn,  passed  Nov.  24,  1647,  shortly  alter  the  renewal  of  the  charter, 
U.e  W.  I.  Co.    Croat  I'lacaet  Soeck,  1*625^54. 
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[folio  lb] 

III.  Ende  sullen  voor  Patrooneii  van  X ieu-Xedcrlandt  crkent 
worden  /  alle  soodanighe  die  binnen  den  tijdt  van  vier  Jaren  /  nae 
dat  zy  haer  a  en  cenigbe  Camer  van  de  Compagnie  alhier  /  ofte  aen 
den  Commandeur  ofte  Raden  aldaer  /  sullen  verclaren  /  datse  eeu 
Colonie  van  vijftigh  Ziden  boveu  de  vijfthien  Jaren  oudt  zijnde  / 
aldaer  aennemen  te  planteii  /  een  vierde  part  binnen's  Jaers  /  ende 
in  drie  Jaren  nae  de  sendinghe  van  d'eerste  /  maeckeude  t'samen 
vier  Jaren  /  de  resterende  tot  het  voile  ghetal  van  vijftigh  Per- 
soonen  van  bier  te  schepen  /  Op  pene  van  by  notoir  versuym  te 
verliesen  de  vercregliene  Vrybeden;  Doch  sullen  ghewaerschout 
zijn  /  dat  de  Compagnie  'tEylandt  van  de  ManJiattes  aen  sich  be- 
houdt. 

IV.  Ende  vander  eerste  uyre  af  /  dat  zy  de  plaetsen  /  alwaer  zy 
haer  Colonien  willen  planten  /  hebben  aenghewesen  /  voor  alle 
andere  ghepreiereert  zijn  tot  den  vryen  eyghendom  van  soodanige 
Landen  alsse  aldaer  sullen  hebben  verkoren ;  Doch  deselve  plaetse 
haer  naderhant  nie't  ghevallende  /  ofte  in  'tkiesen  van  den  gront 
bedroghen  zijnde  /  sullen  deselve  nae  voorgaende  Remonstrantie  aen 
den  Commandeur  ende  Raet  aldaer  /  een  ander  ghelegentheyt 
mogen  uytkiesen. 

V.  Ende  sullen  de  Patroonen  door  haer  Volmachtigheden  /  ter 
plaetse  daer  zy  haer  Colonien  willen  planten  /  haer  Limiten  moghen 
extenderen  vier  mijlen  laughs  de  Cust  /  ofte  een  syde  van  een7a 
Navigable  Riviere  /  ofte  twee  mijlen  langhs  beyde  de  zijden  van 
eene  Riviere  /  ende  soo  diep  Landtwaerts  in  als  de  gheleghentheyt 
vande  Occupateurs  toelaten  sal.  Welyerstaeiide  dat  de  Compagnie 
den  eygendom  aen  haer  behoudt  van  de  Landen  /  die  tusschen  de 
Limiten  van  de  Colonien  blijven  legghen  /  om  daer  van  in  tijdt  ende 
wijle  te  disponeren  nae  haer  wel-ghevallen  /  sonder  dat  yemaudt 
anders  op  seven  of  acht  mijlen  haer  sal  moghen  naerderen  teghens 
liaren  danck :  Ten  ware  de  ghelegentheyt  van  het  Landt  daer 
on  — 

trent 
[folio  2] 

trent  sulcks  waer  /  dat  den  Commandeur  endt  Raedt  op  goede 
redenen  anders  ordonneerden ;  Altoos  acht  nemende  /  dat  d'eerste 
Occupateurs   in   haers  vercregheri  Recht  tiiet  geprejucliccert  en 

7a  The  wonls  syde  van  een  arc  not  found  in  the  text  of  the  pamphlet  here  reprinted 
but  were  written  in  the  margin.  They  occur  as  part  of  the  printed  text  in  Wassenaer, 
Histvrisch  Vcrhjei,  v.  4,  pt  18,  £.  95. 
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III.  All  such  shall  be  acknowledger!  pan oons  of  New  Netherland 
as  shall  agree  to  plant  there  a  colony  of  50  souls,  upwards  of 
15  years  old,  within  the  space  of  four  years  after  they  have  giver, 
notice  to  any  Chamber  of  the  Company  here  or  to  the  commander 
or  council  there,5  one  fourth  part  within  one  year  and  the  re- 
mainder within  three  years  after  the  sending  of  the  first,  making 
together  four  years,  to  the  full  number  of  50  persons,  to  be  shipped 
hence,  on  pain,  in  case  cf  wilful  neglect,  of  being  deprived  of  the 
privileges  obtained.  But  they  are  warned  that  the  Company  re- 
serves to  itself  the  island  of  the  M anhattes. 


IV.  From  the  very  hour  they  make  known  the  situation  of  the 
places  where  they  propose  to  settle  colonies,  they  shall  have  the 
preference  over  all  others  to  the  free  ownership  of  such  lands  as 
they  shall  have  chosen :  but  in  case  the  location  should  afterwards 
not  please  them  or  they  should  find  themselves  deceived  in  the 
selection  of  the  land,  they  may,  after  memorializing  the  commander 
and  council  there,  choose  another  place. 

V.  The  patroons,  by  their  agents,  may,  at  the  place  where  they 
wish  to  settle  their  colonies,  [fix]  their  limits  [so  that  the  colony 
shall]  extend  four  leagues  along  the  coast  or  one  side  of  a  navigable 
river,  or  two  leagues  along  both  sides  of  a  river,  and  as  far  inland 
as  the  situation  of  the  occupants  will  permit;  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  Company  retains  for  itself  the  ownership  of  the 
lands  lying  and  remaining  between  the  limits  of  the  colonies,  to 
dispose  thereof  when  and  at  such  time  as  it  shall  think  proper,  but 
no  one  else  shall  be  allowed  to  come  within  seven  or  eight  leagues 
of  them  without  their-  consent  unless  the  situation  of  the  land 
thereabout  be  such  that  the  commander  and  council  for  good 
reasons  shall  order  otherwise ;  always  observing  that  the  first  occu- 
pants are  not  to  be  prejudiced  in  the  right  they  have  obtained, 

8  The  Dutch  of  the  first  part  of  this  article  is  defective.  Literally  translated,  it 
reads:  And  shall  be  acknowledged  as  patroons  all  such  who  within  the  space  of  four 
years  after  they  shall  declare  themselves  to  any  Chamber  of  the  Company  here  or  to 
the  commander  or  council  there  that  they  agree  to  plant  tliere  a  colony  of  50  souls, 
upwards  of  15  years  old. 
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vvorden  /  dan  voor  soo  veel  als  den  dienst  van  de  Compagnie  soude 
moghcn  vereyschen  /  het  zy  0111  aldacr  Fortificatien  te  bouwen  / 
ofte  yets  dierghelijcke  /  blijvende  (buyten  dat)  het  commandement 
-op  elcke  Baeye  /  Reviere  ofte  Eylandt  /  aen  de  eerst-komende 
Colonic  /  onder  de  Hooghe  Jurisdictie  van  de  Hoogh  Heereh 
Staten  Generael  ende  Compagnie;  ^lidts  dat  de  naest-komende 
Colonien  op  deselve  Rivier  ofte  Eylandt  /  sullen  vermoghen  ecu 
ofte  meer  Raden  /  neffens  den  selven  te  stellen  /  om  met  ghemeen 
advijs  den  oirbar  van  de  Colonien  op  die  Rivier  ofte  Eylandt  te 
versorghen. 

VI.  Ende  alle  het  Landt  binnen  de  voorsz.  Limiten  gheleghen  / 
midtsgaders  de  Vruehten  /  Supers itien  /  Mineralen  /  Rivieren  ende 
Fonteynen  van  dien  voor  altoos  in  Eyghendom  te  besitten :  Ende 
de  Hooghe  /  middcle  ende  laghe  Jurisdictie  /  Visscheryen  / 
Voghelryen  ende  Maleryen  /  met  exclusie  van  alle  andere  /  te 
houden  van  de  Compagnie  tot  een  onversterllijck  Erft-Leen  /  te 
Verheer-ghewadcn  alst  versterft  met  twintigh  Guldens  par  Colonie 
aen  dese  Compagnie  binnen  een  Jaer  ende  ses  Weecken  /  aen  de 
Cameren  alhier  /  ofte  den  Commandeur  aldacr  /  een  yeder  ter 
Camere  daer  hy  oorspronckelijck  van  daen  is  gevaren.  Des  noch- 
tans  dat  de  Yisscherye  ende  Vogelrye  by  niemandt  anders  dan  de 
Patroonen  /  ende  die  zy-luyden  dat  sullen  toestaen  /  sullen  werden 
glicpleeght :  Ende  soo  yemandt  nietter  tijdt  in  zijn  Colonie  soo  veel 
quame  te  prospereren  /  dat  hy  een  oft  meer  Steden  soude  moghen 
fonderen  /  sal  den  selven  d'authoriteyt  hebbcn  /  om  aldaer  Offitien 
ende  Magistraten  te  stellen  /  ende  Tijtel  van  zijn  Colonie  moghen 
ghebruycken  /  nae  believen  ende  qualiteyt  der  Persoonen. 

Sal 
[folio  2b] 

VII.  Sal  mede  aen  alle  Patroonen  /  die  sulcks  versoecken  /  ver- 
gundt  worden  Venia  Testandi,  ofte  Octroy  /  om  van  de  voorsz 
Leen-Goederen  by  Testament  te  moghen  disponeren. 

VIII.  De  Patroonen  sullen  merle  alle  na  gelegene  Landen  / 
Rivieren  ende  Bossehagien  tot  haren  oirbaer  moghen  ghebruycken  / 
ter  tijdt  ende  vvljle  deselve  by  dese  Compagnie  /  andere  Patroonen 
ofte  Particulieren  worden  aengheveert. 

IX.  Die  dese  Colonien  sullen  oversenden  /  sullen  deselve  voor- 
sien  met  behoorlijcke  Instructie  /  om  conform v  de  maniere  van 
Regieringhe  /  soo  in  Politie  /  als  Justitie  /  by  de  Vergaderinghe 
van  de  Neghenthiene  beraemt  ofte  noch  te  beramen  /  gheregeert 
ende  ghesticrt  te  worden  /  vy elcke  zy  al  vooren  de  Ijewinthebbcren 
van  de  Respective  Cameren  sullen  verthoonen. 
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except  in  so  far  as  the  service  of  the  Company  should  require  it, 
cither  for  the  building  of  fortifications  or  something  of  that  sort, 
and  that  (outside  of  this)  the  [patroon  of  the]  first  settled  colony 
shall  retain  the  command  of  each  bay,  river  or  island,  under  the 
.supreme  jurisdiction  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States  Gen- 
eral and  the  Company;  but  the  later  colonies  on  the  same  river  or 
island  may  appoint  one  or  more  councilors  to  assist  him,  that  in 
o  nsultation  they  may  look  after  the  interests  of  the  colonies  on 
the  river  or  island. 

VI.  They  shall  forever  own  and  possess  and  hold  from  the  Com- 
pany as  a  perpetual  fief  of  inheritance,  all  the  land  lying  within 
the  aforesaid  limits,  together  with  the  fruits,,  plants,  minerals,  rivers 
and  springs  thereof,  and  the  high,  middle  and  low  jurisdiction, 
rights  of  fishing,  fowling  and  grinding,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
others,  said  fief  to  be  renewed  in  case  of  demise  by  doing-  homage 
to  the  Company  and  paying  20  guilders  per  colony  within  a  year 
and  six  weeks,  either  to  the  Chambers  here  or  to  the  commander 
f  :  re.  each  to  the  Chamber  whence  the  colony  was  originally  sent 
•  tit  ;  However  no  fishing  or  fowling  shall  be  carried  on  by  any  one 
but  the  patroons  and  such  as  they  shall  permit.  And  in  case  any 
one  should  in  time  prosper  so  much  as  to  found  one  or  more  cities, 
he  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  officers  and  magistrates  there 
and  to  use  such  titles  in  his  colony  as  he  sees  lit  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  persons. 


\1I.  There  shall  likewise  be  granted  to  all  patroons  who  shall 
desire  the  same,  Venia  Testandi,  or  liberty  to  dispose  of  the  afore- 
said fiefs  by  will. 

» 

VIII.  The  patroons  may  also  to  their  profit  use  all  lands,  rivers 
and  woods  lying  contiguous  to  them,  until  such  time  as  they  are 
taken  possession  of  by  this  Company,  other  patroons,  or  private 
persons. 

IX.  rhose  who  shall  send  over  these  colonies,  shall  furnish  them 
with  proper  instructions  in  order  that  they  may  be  ruled  and  gov- 
erned conformably  to  the  rule  of  government,  both  as  to  admin- 
istration and  justice,  made,  or  to  be  made  by  the  Assembly  of  the 
Nineteen;  which  [instructions]  they  must  first  lay  before  the  di- 
rectors of  the  respective  Chambers. 
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X.  De  Fatroonen  ende  Colonlers  sullen  vermogen  alle  haer  Volck 
ende  Goederen  dcrwaerts  te  senden  in  dc  Schepen  vande  Compf>. 
mits  den  Eedt  doende  /  ende  betalende  aende  Compe.  voor  'tover- 
brenge  van't  Vole  als  in't  cerste  Artijcule;  ende  voor  Vracht  vande 
Goederen  vijf  par  Cento  contant  van  'tgene  deselve  Goederen  hier 
ghekost  hebben :  Sender  nochtans  hier  onder  te  begrijpen  bet 
Bestiael  ende  andere  Gereetschappen  tot  de  Landtbouwe  dienende  / 
die  de  Compagnie  voor  met  sal  overvoeren  /  als  zy  plaets  in  hare 
Schepen  heeft  /  mldrs  dat  de  Patroonen  de  plaetse  daer  toe  ap- 
proprieren  op  haer  eygh.en  costen  /  ende  alles  provideren  /  dat  tot 
onderhoudt  vant  Bestiael  noodigh  is. 

XL  Maer  in  ghevaile  het  de  Compagnie  niet  gheleghen  en  quame 
eenighe  Schepen  te  senden  /  ofte  dat  in  dc  gaende  Schepen  gheen 
plaets  en  ware  /  soo  sullen  in  sulcken  ghevaile  de  Patroonen  ver- 
moghen  /  nae  voorgaende  commnnicatie 

van 
[folio  3] 

van  hare  intentie  /  ende  schriftelijek  consent  daer  over  vercreghen 
van  de  Compagnie  /  selver  Schepen  of  Jachten  derwaerts  te  sen- 
den /  mits  datse  in't  gaen  of  keeren  niet  en  sullen  vermoghen  te 
loopen  buyten  haer  ordinarie  Yaer-water  /  ende  de  Compagnie  daer 
vooren  caveren  /  ende  een  Adsistent  opnemen  tot  mondt-costen 
van  de  Patroonen  /  ende  Maentgelden  van  de  Compagnie.  Op 
pene  datse  ter  contrarie  doende  /  alle  haer  vercreghen  Recht  ende 
Eygenschap  tot  de  Colonic  sullen  verliesen. 

XII.  Ende  alsoo  d'intentie  van  de  Compagnie  is  het  Eylandt  van 
de  Manhattcs,  voor  eerst  te  populeren  /  sal  aldaer  provisionelijck 
oock  zijn  de  stapel  van  alle  Vruchten  ende  W aren  /  die  op  de 
Noort-Rivier  ende  Landen  daer  ontient  vallcn  /  ecrse  vorder  ver- 
sonden  sullen  rhoghen  worden :  Wtghenomen  die  uvt  der  natuyren  / 
selfs  daer  niet  nut  ?ijnde  /  ofte  niet  als  met  grooten  ondienst  van 
de  Eyghenaers  daer  ghebracht  souden  moeten  worden.  In  welcken 
ghevaile  de  Eygenaers  van  dien  ghehouden  sullen  zijn  soodanighe 
ongelegentheyt  aen  dc  Compagnie  alhier  /  ofte  den  Commandeur 
ende  Raden  aldaer  /  tijdelijck  by  glieschrif,te  te  remonstrercn  ? 
om  daer  in  voorsien  te  vverden  /  als  na  gheleghentheyt  van  saecken 
bevonden  sal  vverden  te  behooren. 

XIII.  Alle  Patroonen  vande  Colonien  in  Nieu-Nederlandt  /  mits- 
gaders  Colonien  op  het  Eylant  van  de  Manhattcs  woonende  / 
sullen  vermoglien  te  bevaren  ende  te  behandelen  die  gantsche  Cust 
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X.  The  patroons  and  colonists  shall  be  privileged  to  send  all 
their  people  and  effects  thither,  in  ships  belonging  to  the  Company, 
provided  they  take  the  oath  and  pay  the  Company  for  bringing 
over  the  people  according  to  the  first  article,  and  for  freight  of  the 
goods  five  per  cent  cash  of  the  cost  of  the  goods  here  ;  without 
including  herein,  however,  cattle  and  agricultural  implements, 
which  the  Company  is  to  carry  over  free,  if  there  is  room  in  its 
ships,  provided  that  the  patroons,  at  their  own  expense,  fit  up  places 
for  the  cattle  and  furnish  everything  necessary  for  their  support. 

XI.  In  case  it  should  not  suit  the  Company  to  send  any  ships,  or 
there  should  be  no  room  in  the  ships  sailing  thither,  then  the  said 
patroons,  after  having  communicated  their  intentions  and  obtained 
consent  from  the  Company  in  writing,  may  send  their  own  ships  or 
yachts  thither,  provided  that,  going  and  coming,  they  depart  not 
from  their  ordinary  course,  give  security  to  the  Company  for  the 
same  and  take  on  board  an  assistantSa  at  the  expense  of  the  patroons 
as  to  his  board  and  of  the  Company  as  to  his  monthly  wages,  on 
pain,  if  doing  contrary  hereto,  of  forfeiting  all  right  and  title  they 
have  obtained  to  the  colony. 


XII.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Company  to  people 
the  island  of  the  MmhaUcs  first,  this  island  shall  provisionally  also 
be  the  staple  port  for  all  products  and  wares  that  are  found  on  the 
Xorth  River  and  lands  thereabouts,  before  they  are  allowed  to  be 
sent  elsewhere,  excepting  such  as  are,  from  their  nature,  unneces- 
sary there  and  such  as  can  not  without  great  loss  to  their  owners 
be  brought  there;  in  this  case  the  owners  thereof  must  give  timely 
notice  in  writing  of  the  difficulty  attending  the  same  to  the  Corn- 
pan.)  here,  or  the  commander  and  council  there,  that  such  measures 
may  be  taken  as  the  situation  of  affairs  shall  be  found  to  require. 


XI 11.  All  the  patroons  of  colonies  in  XTe\v  Netherlands  and  col- 
onists living  on  the  island  of  the  MmhQttCS  shall  be  at  liberty  to 

**  A  supercargo;  sec  art.  xxiir. 
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van  Florida  tot  Tcrra-N  cuf  toe  /  midts  met  alle  hare  gehandelcle 
goederen  voor  eerst  wederom  op  'tEylandt  van  de  Manhattes 
keerende  /  en  betalende  vijf  ten  hondert  voor  recognitie  aen  de 
Compagnie  /  om  soo't  mogelijc  is  /  van  daer  /  na  behoorlijcke 
Inventarisatie  van  alle  ingeladen  goederen  /  na  dese  Landed 
ghesonden  te  worden.  Ende  oft  gebeurde  dat  snicks  niet  en  konde 
gheschieden  /  'tzy  door  contrarie  Stroomen  oft  andersints  /  in 
sulcken  gevalle  sullen  deselve  goederen  nergens  elders  mogen 
gebracht  worden  /  als  alhier  te  Lande  / 

C  om 

[folio  3b] 

om  met  kennisse  vande  Bewinthebberen  /  ter  plaetse  daer  zy  ar- 
riveren  sullen  /  ghelost  ende  gheinventarieert  /  ende  de  voorsz 
recognitie  van  vijf  ten  hondert  /  hier  te  Lande  aende  Compagnie 
bctaelt  te  worden  /  op  verbenrte  van  hare  gehanclelde  Goederen  / 
ofte  de  rechte  waerde  /  indien  zy  ter  contrarie  deden. 

XIV.  In  cas  dat  de  Schepen  van  de  Patroonen  /  in't  gaen  ofte 
komcn  /  ofte  in't  bevaren  van  de  Cnste  van  Florida  tot  Tcrra-Ncuf, 
ende  verder  niet  /  binnen  ons  Octroy  /  eenighe  Prinsen  van  den 
Vyaiidt  qnamen  te  veroveren  /  sullen  gehouden  zijn  deselve  te 
brenghen  ofte  doen  brenghen  /  aen  de  Camer  ter  plaetse  daer  zy 
uytghevaren  zijn  /  om  by  Haer  E.  gebeneficeert  te  warden:  Ende 
sal  de  Compagnie  het  derde-part  daer  van  behouden  /  blijvende  de 
anderc  twee  derde-parten  voor  haer  tegens  haer  gedane  kosten  ende 
Risico,  alles  op  de  ordre  van  de  Compagnie. 

XV.  Sal  oock  de  ghemeltc  Patroonen  vry  staen  /  al-omme  op 
de  Cnste  van  Nieii-Ncdcrlandt  ende  Circumjacentien  van  dien  / 
te  verhandelen  hare  Goederen  aldaer  gheennquestcert  /  voor  aller- 
hande  soorten  van  Cooprnanschappen  aldaer  vallende  /  uytgheson- 
dert  Bevers  /  Otters  /  Mincken  ende  alderhande  Pelterijcn  /  welckc 
handelinghe  de  Compagnie  alleen  voor  haer  reservecrt :  Doch  werdt 
het  selfde  toeghestaen  te  moghen  gheschieden  daer  de  Compagnie 
gheen  Commissie  en  hecft  /  midts  dat  soodanighc  llandelaers  ghe- 
houdrn  sullen  zijn  /  alle  de  Pelterijcn  die  zy  sullen  konnen  be- 
coraen  /  te  brenghen  op't  Eylandt  van  de  Manhattes,  soo't  eenieh- 
sins  moghclijck  is  /  ende  die  aldaer  te  leveren  aen  den  Directeur  / 
om  by  hem  met  de  Schepen  ende  Goederen  herwaerts  aen  gheson- 
den te  werden  /  ofte  alhier  te  Lande  komcn  de  soiider  'tselve 
ghedaen  te  hehi)en  /  die-  te  Ibssen  met  kennisse  vande  Compagnie 
onder  bchoorlijckon  ruventaris  /  om  by  haer  betaclt  te  werden  aen 
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sail  and  traffic  along  the  entire  coast  from  Florida  to  Terra  Ncuf, 
provided  that  they  do  first  return  with  all  such  goods  as  they  shall 
get  in  trade  to  the  island  of  the  ManhaHes  and  pay  five  per  cent 
duty  to  the  Company,  in  order  that  if  possible,  after  proper  inven- 
tory of  the  goods  in  the  ship,  the  same  may  thence  be  sent  hither. 
And  if  it  shonid  so  happen  that  they  could  not  return,  whether 
from  contrary  currents  or  otherwise,  the  said  .goods  may  be  brought 
nowhere  but  to  this  country,  in  order  that  they  may  be  unladen 
and  inventoried  with  the  knowledge  of  the  directors  at  the  place 
where  they  may  arrive  and  the  aforesaid  duty  of  five  per  cent 
paid  lo  the  Company  here,  on  pain,  if  they  do  otherwise,  of  for- 
feiture of  their  goods  obtained,  or  the  true  value  thereof. 


XIV.  In  case  the  ships  of  the  patroons,  in  going  or  coming  or  in 
mailing  along  the  coast  from  Florida  to  Terra  Ncuf  and  no  further, 
v\  ithin  [the  limits  of]  our  charter  should  conquer  any  prizes  from 
the  enemy,  they  must  bring  them,  or  cause  them  to  be  brought,  to 
the  Chamber  of  the  place  from  which  they  sailed  in  order  that  their 
honors  may  have  the  benefit  thereof;  the  Company  shall  keep  the 
one  third  part  thereof  and  the  remaining  two  thirds  shall  belong 
to  them  in  consideration  of  the  expense  and  risk  at  which  they 
have  been,  all  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Company. 


XV.  It  shall  also  be  permitted  the  aforesaid  patroons,  all  along 
the  coast  of  New  Netherland  and  places  circumjacent,  to  trade 
th  eir  goods,  products  of  that  country,  for  all  sorts  of  merchandise 
that  may  be  had  there,  except  beavers,  otters,  minks  and  all  sorts 
of  peltry,  which  trade  alone  the  Company  reserves  to  itself.  But 
permission  for  even  this  trade  is  granted  at  places  where  the  Com- 
pany has  no  agent,  on  the  condition  that  such  traders  must  bring 
all  the  peltry  they  may  be  able  to  secure  to  the  island  of  the  M an- 
nuities, if  it  i>  in  any  way  practicable,  and  there  deliver  them  to  the 
director,  to  be  by  him  sent  hither  with  the  ships  and  goods;  or,  if 
they  should  come  here  without  having  done  so,  then  to  unload  them 
With  due  notice  to  the  Company  and  proper  inventory,  that  they 

10 
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de  Compagnie  cen  Gulden  van  yedcr  leverbacr  Vel  /  Otter  ende 
Bever  /  blijvende  den  inkoop  Risico 

ende 
[folio  4] 

ende  alle  andere  onconsten  tot  laste  van  de  Patroonen  ofte 
Eyghenaers, 

XVI.  Alle  grove  Waren  die  de  CoLoniers  vande  Patroonen  al- 
daer  sullen  hebben  gheconquesteert  /  'tzy  Peck  /  Teer  /  Weed- 
asch  /  Hout  /  Granen  /  Visch  /  Zoudt  /  Hartsteen  ofte  dier- 
gelijcke  /  sullen  met  de  Schepen  van  de  Compagnie  overgebracht 
werden  teghens  achthien  Guldens  par  Last  /  vier  duysent  voor  eon 
Last  gherekent  /  midts  dat  het  Bootsvolck  van  de  Compagnie  hot 
Zoudt  sullen  gehouden  zijn  tc  kruyen  ende  aenboort  te  brenghen  / 
waer  van  de  thien  Lasten  een  hondert  maecken.  Ende  by  ghebreck 
van  Schepen  /  ofte  plaetse  inde  Schepen  /  vermoghen  'tselve  met 
bun  eyghen  Schepen  te  doen  over  come  n  op  hare  costen :  Ende 
ghenieten  hier  tc  Lande  alsulcke  Vryheden  ende  Benefitien  /  als 
de  Compagnie  vergunt  is  /  mits  in  beyde  ghevallen  betalende  / 
boven  de  recognitie  van  vijf  ten  hondert  /  achthien  guldens  van 
yeder  hondert  Zouts  /  dat  met  de  Schepen  vande  Compagnie  over- 
ghebracht  wort. 

XVII.  Ende  alle  Waren  die  int  voorgaende  Articule  niet  gemen- 
tioneert  en  zijn  /  ende  gheen  Last-waren  en  zijn  /  daer  van  sal 
voor  Vracht  bctaclt  wordeii  een  Da  elder  voor  elck  hondert  ponden 
Gewichts  /  ende  de  Wijnen  /  Brandewijnen  /  Verjuys  ende  Azijnen 
sullen  betalen  par  Vat  achthien  guldens. 

XVIII.  De  Compagnie  belooft  de  Coloniers  van  de  Patroonen  / 
inden  tijdt  van  thien  Jaren  niet  te  beswaren  met  Convoy  /  Tol  / 
Accijs  /  Imposten  /  ofte  eenighe  andere  Contributien :  Ende  na 
d'expiratie  van  die  selvc  thien  jaren  /  ten  hooghsten  met  sulckeu 
Convoy  als  de  Gocderen  hier  te  Lande  teghenwoordigh  beswacrt 
zijn. 

XIX.  Dat  zy  oock  gene  Coloniers  van  de  Patroonen  /  Man  ofte 
Vrou  /  Soon  ofte  Dochter  /  Dienst  kneeht  ofte  Dienstmaecht  / 
sullen  uyt  hareu  dienst  onttreeken:  Ende  schoon  ye- 

C2  mant 

[folio  4b] 

mant  alsulcks  begcerde  /  datsc  den  selven  niet  en  sullen  aennemcn  / 
veel  min  gedooghen  dat  zy  van  hare  Patroonen  in  eenc>  anders 


VAN  RENSSELAES   BOWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


147 


may  pay  to  the  Company  one  guilder  for  each  merchantable  beaver 
and  otter  skin ;  the  cost,  insurance  and  all  other  expenses  to  remain 
at  the  charge  of  the  patroons  or  cw:<crs. 


XVI.  All  raw  maieiiais  which  the  colonists  of  the  patroons  shall 
have  obtained  there,  buch  as  pitch,  tar,  potash,  timber,  grain,  fish, 
salt,  limestone  and  the  like,  shall  be  conveyed  in  the  Company's 
ships  at  the  rate  of  18  guilders  per  last,  four  thousand  weight  to  be 
accounted  a  last,  and  the  Company's  ship's  crew  shall  be  obliged 
to  wheel  and  briug  the  salt  on  board,  whereof  10  lasts  make  a 
hundred.9  And,  in  cose  of  lack  of  ships  or  of  room  in  the  ships, 
they  may  send  it  over  in  their  own  ships  at  their  own  cost  and 
enjoy  in  this  country  such  freedoms  and  benefits  as  have  been 
granted  to  the  Company ;  but  in  either  case  they  must  pay,  over  and 
above  the  duly  of  five  per  cent,  1.8  guilders  for  each  hundred  of 
salt  that  is  carried  over  in  the  Company's  ships. 


XVII.  For  all  goods  not  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article  and 
which  are  not  carried  by  the  last  there  shall  be  paid  for  freight 
one  daelder  for  each  hundred  pounds  weight;  and  for  wines, 
brandies,  verjuice  and  vinegar,  there  shall  be  paid  18  guilders  per 
cask. 

XVIII.  The  Company  promises  the  colonists  of  the  patroons  not 
to  lay  any  duties,  tolls,  excise,  imposts  or  any  other  contributions  upon 
them  for  the  space  of  10  years;  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
said  10  years,  at  the  highest,  such  dues  [only]  as  the  goods  pay 
here  at  present. 

XIX.  They  will  not  take  from  the  service  of  the  patroons  any  of 
their  colonists,  either  man  or  woman,  son  or  daughter,  manservant 
or  maidservant;  and,  though  any  of  these  should  desire  it  they  will 
not  receive  them,  much  less  permit  them  to  leave  their  patroons  and 


6  Hundred;  an  old  measure  for  coarse  salt,  equal  to  24S  hectoliters,  about  704  bushels. 
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dienst  souden  overloopen  /  als  nae  voorgaende  schriftelijcke  bc- 
williginghe  van  hare  Patroonen.  Ende  dit  geduyrende  den  tijdt 
van  sulcke  Jaren  als  zy  acn  hare  Patroonen  verboiiden  zijn  /  na 
welcker  expiratie  bet  de  Patroonen  vry  sal  staen  de  Coloniers  /  die 
in  baren  dienst  niet  willen  continueren  /  bier  re  docn  brengen  / 
ende  dan  eerst  in  hare  vryheyt  te  stellen.  Ende  so  wat  Colonier 
aen  een  ander  Patroon  overioopt  /  ofte  bnyten  zijn  Contract  hem  in 
vryheyt  sal  begeven  /  den  selven  beloven  wy  /  na  vermoghen  /  te 
doen  leveren  in  handen  van  zij nen  Patroon  ofte  Commijs  /  om 
aldaer  na  gelegentheyt  van  saken  teghens  hem  gbeprocedeert  te 
worden  /  na  Coustume  deser  Landen. 

XX.  Alle  Vonnissen  by  de  Gerechten  van  de  Patroonen  ge- 
wesen  /  monterende  boven  de  somme  van  vijftigh  Guldens  /  daer 
van  sal  Appel  vallen  aen  den  Commandeur  ende  Raden  van  de 
Compagnie  in  Nieu-Nederlandt. 

XXI.  Ende  belanghende  de  particuliere  Persoonen  /  die  voor 
haer  selfs  ofte  anderen  /  die  in  dienst  van  haer  Meesters  bier  te 
Lande  in  minder  ghetal  /  als  de  Patroonen  /  denvaerts  als  vrye 
Luyden  sullen  gaen  woonen  /  sullen  met  goet  vinden  van  den 
Directeur  ende  Raedt  aldaer  /  soo  veel  Landts  vermogen  te  kiesen 
ende  aenveerden  /  als  zy  bequamelijck  sullen  konnen  bearbeyden  / 
ende  'tselve  in  vollen  eygendom  behouden  /  voor  haer  oft  voor  haer 
Meesters. 

XXII.  Oock  vermogen  te  vangen  met  de  vrye  Jacht  /  so  te 
Water  /  als  te  Lande  /  generalijck  iude  publijcke  Rosschen  ende 
Rivieren  /  ende  privative  /  in't  Resort  van  hare  Colon ien  /  na 
d'ordre  van  den  Directeur  ende  Raedt. 

XXIII.  Soo  wie  *tzv  Coloniers  van  de  Patroonen  voor  haer 
Patroonen  /  ofte  vrye  Luyden  /  voor  haer  selven  /  ofte  andere 
parti- 
culiere 

[folio  5] 

culiere  voor  hare  Meesters  /  vinden  bequame  Stranden  /  Baey- 
en  /  ofte  andere  ghelegenthcyt  tot  Visscheryen  /  ofte  om  aldaer 
Zout-Pannen  te  maken  /  vermoghen  -tselfde  te  aenveerden  ende  te 
bearbeyden  in  vollen  eyghendom  /  met  exclusie  van  alle  anderen. 
Werdt  de  Patroonen  van  de  Coloniers  one  Schcpcn  toegestaen  te 
senden  langs  de  Cu^te  van  Nicit-Nedcrlant  op  de  Visscherye  van 
de  Cabeljauw  /  ende  met  de  Vanghst  te  gaen  adroicture  na  Italien 
ofte  andere  N en t rale  Landen ;.  midts  in  sulcken  ghevalle  aen  de 
Compagnie  voor  rccognitic  te  betalen  ses  guldens  par  Last:  Ende 
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enter  into  the  service  of  another,  except  on  written  consent  obtained 
previously  from  their  patroons  and  this  for  and  during  so  many 
years  as  they  are  bound  to  their  patroons ;  after  the  expiration 
whereof,  the  patroons  shall  be  at  liberty  to  bring  hither  such  col- 
onists as  will  not  continue  in  their  service  and  then  only  to  set  them 
free.  And  if  any  colonist  runs  away  to  another  patroon,  or,  con- 
trary to  his  contract,  leaves  his  service,  we  promise  to  do  everything 
in  our  power  to  deliver  the  same  into  the  hands  of  his  patroon  or 
com  it: is  that  he  may  be  prosecuted  there  according  to  the  customs 
of  this  country,  as  occasion  may  require. 

XX.  From  all  judgment  given  by  the  courts  of  the  patroons 
above  50  guilders,  there  shall  be  appeal  to  the  Company's  com- 
mander and  council  in  New  Netherland. 

XXI.  And  as  to  private  persons  who  on  their  own  account,  or 
others  who  in  the  service  of  their  masters  here  in  this  country 
shall  go  thither  and  settle  as  freemen  in  smaller  numbers  than  the 
patroons,1 '  they  may  with  the  approbation  of  the  director  and  coun- 
cil there,  choose  and  take  possession  of  as  much  land  as  they  can 
properly  cultivate  and  hold  the  same  in  full  ownership  either  for 
themselves  or  for  their  masters. 

XXII.  They  shall  also  have  rights  of  hunting,  as  well  by  water  as 
by  land,  in  common  with  others  in-  public  woods  and  rivers  and 
exclusively  within  the  limits  of  their  colonies,  according  to  the 
Orders  of  the  director  and  council. 

XXIII.  Whosoever,  whether  colonists  of  the  patroons  for  their 
patroons,  or  free  men  for  themselves,  or  other  private  persons  for 
their  masters,  shall  find  any  shores,  bays  or  other  places  suitable 
for  fisheries  or  the  making  of  salt  pans  may  take  possession  thereof 
and  work  them  as  their  own  absolute  property  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  others.  The  patroons  of  colonists  are  granted  permission  also 
to  send  ships  along  the.  coast  of  New  Netherland  on  the  cod  fishery, 
and  with  the  catch  to  go  directly  to  Italy  or  other  neutral  countries, 
provided  they  pay  to  the  Company  in  such  cases  a  duty  of  six 
guilders  per  last;  and  if  they  come  to  this  country  with  their  lading, 


10  Smaller  number  than  that  required  of  a  patroon  by  art.  III. 
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hier  te  Lande  comcnole  met  bare  Ladingbe  /  vry  zijn  /  sonder 
onder  pretext  van  dit  consent  /  ofte  van  de  Compagnie  /  eenighe 
andere  Waren  na  Italien  te  voeren  /  op  arbitrale  straffe  /  blijvende 
in't  believen  van  de  Conipagnie  ecu  Sobra  Cargo  op  elck  Scbip 
te  stellen  /  als  in't  elfste  Artijcul, 

XXIV.  Ende  iiidien  yemant  van  dese  Coloniers  /  door  zijn  In- 
dustrie ende  naersticbeyr  /  quarne  te  oncdecken  eenige  Mineralen  / 
costelijcke  Gesteenteu  /  Cristallen  /  Marmoren  ofte  yets  dier- 
gelijcke  /  oock  eenighe  Vhscheryen  van  Peerlen  /  sullen  de  selve 
de  Patroon  ofte  Patroonen  van  alsuleke  Colonie  eygen  blijven; 
midts  de  Vinder  toeieggbende  voor  een  premie  sulcx  als  de  Pa- 
troon alvoren  met  zijn  Colonien  sal  stipuleren  by  Contract.  Ende 
sullen  de  Patroonen  vry  zijn  van  alle  recognitie  aen  de  Compagnie 
den  tijdt  van  acht  Jar  en  /  ende  alleen  voor  'toverbrengben  betalen 
twee  ten  bondert  /  ende  nae  de  voorschreven  acbt  Jaren  voor 
recognitie  ende  vracbt  /  een  acbtste  part  van  'tghene  bet  hier  te 
Lande  waerdigb  is. 

XXV.  De  Compagnie  sal  alle  Coloniers  /  soo  vrye  /  als  dienst- 
bare  nemen  in  bare  Sauvegarde  /  ende  deselve  tegbens  alle  In- 
landtscbe  ende  Wtlandtscbe  Oorlogbe  ende  gheweldt  /  met  de 
macbt  die  zy  aldaer  beeft  /  helpen  defenderen  /  soo  veel  mogbelijck 
zijn  sal. 

C3  .  Soo 

[folio  5b] 

XXVI.  Soo  wie  ecnigbe  Colonien  sullen  planten  buyten  'tResort 
van  Manhattcs  Eylandt  /  sullen  gbeboudeu  wesen  de  Wilde  van 
die  plaetse  voor  de  grondt  te  contenteren  /  ende  de  Limiten  van 
bare  Colonien  mogben  vergrooten  /  midts  na  advenant  Coloniers 
daer  plantende. 

XXVII.  Sullen  baer  oock  de  Patroonen  ende  Coloniers  /  inson- 
derbeydt  evertueren  /  om  op't  spoedigbste  eenigbe  middelen  cndcr 
baer  te  vinden  /  waer  mede  zy  den  Predicant  ende  Schoobneester 
sullen  mogen  onderbouden  /  op  dat  de  Godsdienst  ende  yver  tot  de 
Religie  in  baer  niet  en  vertlaeuwe  /  ende  voor  'tcerste  derwaerts  een 
Siecke-Trooster  versorgben. 

XXVIII.  De  Colonien  die  op  de  respective  Ricvieren  ofte  Eylan- 
den  sullen  comen  te  leggben  /  sullen  vermogben  (te  weten  /  elcke 
Rieviere  ofte  Eylandt  voor  sicb)  een  Gecommitteerde  uyt  te 
maecken  /  die  den  Comma ndeur  ende  Raedt  van  dat  Gbeweste 
sal  informeren  /  ende  zijns  Colonies  saeckcn  by  den  Raedt  be- 
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they  shall  be  free,  but  they  shall  not,  under  pretext  of  this  consent 
or  [leave]  from  the  Company,  carry  any  other  goods  to  Italy  on 
j  ain  of  peremptory  punishment,  it  remaining  at  the  option  of  the 
Company  to  put  a  supercargo  on  board  each  ship  as  in  the  eleventh 
article. 

XX IV.  In  case  any  of  the  colonists,  by  his*  industry  and  diligence 
should  discover  any  minerals,  precious  stones,  crystals,  marbles  or 
the  like,  or  any  pearl  fishery,  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  the 
property  of  the  patroon  or  patroons  of  such  colony,  -  provided  the 
discoverer  be  given  such  premium  as  the  patroon  shall  beforehand 
stipulate  with  his  colonists  by  contract.  And  the  patroons  shall 
he  exempt  from  the  payment  of  any  duty  to  the  Company  for  the 
term  of  eight  years,  and  for  freight  merely  shall  pay  two  per  cent ; 
and  after  the  aforesaid  eight  years,  for  duty  and  freight,  one 
eighth  part  of  what  the  same  may  be  worth  in  this  country. 

XXV.  The  Company  will  take  all  the  colonists,  free  men  as  well 
•  thus*,  that  are  in  service,  under  its  protection  and  help  to  defend 

i  against  all  domestic  and  foreign  attacks  and  violence,  with 
the  t vices  it  has  there,  as  much  as  lies  in  its  power. 


XXVI.  Whosoever  shall  settle  any  colonies  out  of  the  limits  of 
Manhattcs  Island  must  satisfy  the  Indians  of  that  place  for  the  land 
and  may  enlarge  the  limits  of  their  colonies  if  they  settle  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  colonists  thereon. 

XXVII.  The  patroons  and  colonists  shall  in  particular  endeavor 
as  quickly  as  possible  to  find  some  means  whereby  they  may  support 
•  '•  minister  and  a  schoolmaster,  that  thus  the  service  of  God  and  zeal 
for  religion  may  not  .grow  cool  and  be  neglected  among  them,  and 
they  shall  for  the  first,  procure  a  comforter  of  the  sick  there. 

XX\  III.  The  colonies  that  shall  be  established  on  the  respective 
rivers  or  islands  (  that  is  to  say,  each  river  or  i>land  for  itself),  may 
appoint  an  agent,  who  shall  give  the  commander  and  council  in- 
formation about  that  district  and  further  matters  before  the  council 
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vorderen ;  Van  vvelcke  Gecommitteerde  alle  twee  Jaren  een  sal 
verandert  worclea  /  ende  alle  de  Colonien  sullen  ghehouden  zijn 
ten  minsten  alle  twaelf  Maenden  /  pertinent  rapport  van  haer 
Colonic  ende  Landen  daer  ontrent  /  aen  den  Commandeur  ende 
Rae.!t  aldaer  over  te  senden. 

XXIX.  De  Colorviers  sullen  niet  vermoghen  aldaer  eenighe  Wol- 
len  /  Liniien  ofte  Cattoene  Lakenen  te  maccken  /  ofte  eenighe 
andere  stolTen  te  Weven ;  op  pene  van  uytghestooten  ende  als 
meyneedigh  arbitral',  jcl.  ghestraft  te  worden. 

XXX.  Sal  de  Compagnie  haer  evertueren  /  om  aen  de  Coloniers 
soo  veel  Swarten  toe  te  stellen  /  als  haer  moghelijck  wesen  /  sal  / 
op  de  ordre  daer  van  te  maecken ;  sonder  nochtans  daer  in  ghehou- 
den of  verbonden  te  zijn  /  verder  of  langer  als  haer  sulex  soude 
moghen  ghelieven. 

De 

[folio  6] 

XXXI.  De  Comprgnie  belooft  't  Fort  op  'tEylandt  van  de  Man- 
hattcs,  op  het  spoedighste  te  doen  voltrecken  in  behoorlijcke  de- 
fensie.  Ende  dese  Vryheyden  ende  Exemptien  by  hare  Hoogh- 
Mogh.  de  lleeren  Staten  Generael  te  doen  approberen  ende  con- 
finneren.11 

FINIS. 
t'AMSTELREDAM, 

Gcdruckt  by  Theunis  Jacobsz.    Anno  163 1. 


Note  in  manuscript.:  i.y.  Juny  1629  gearrestcert. 


■ 


TDe  CompngmebdcofM^top  'tepItinfettian  ee  Man. 

bcfcnfic.  <£nbz  Dele  iDjplwpDen  enDe  Cremptteti  bp  pre 
t)oog!j-£©oQl)*De  i^eren  &taten4ftnttaet  tt  Daen  appjoDe; 
tea  cnoc  confttincteit ;  .7.  ^U.^  1^X5? 

t'AMSTELRED  A  M, 
Gedruckt  by  Theunis  Jacobfz.  Anno  163 


Last  page  of  Uryhedcn  aide  Exemption 
From  /  'JI  B.  Mss  61.     Slightly  reduced 
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relating  to  his  colon}';  of  which  agents  one  shall  be  changed  every 
two  years ;  and  all  colonies  must,  at  least  once  in  every 
12  months,  send  an  exact  report  of  their  colony  and  of  the  lands 
thereabout  to  the  commander  and  council  there. 

XXIX.  The  colonists  shall  not  be  permitted  to  make  any  woolen, 
linen  or  cotton  cloth,  nor  to  weave  any  other  stuffs  there,  on  pain 
of  being  banished  and  peremptorily  punished  as  oath  breakers. 

XXX.  The  Company  will  endeavor  to  supply  the  colonists  with  as 
many  blacks  as  it  possibly  can,  on  the  conditions  hereafter  to  be 
made,  without  however  being  bound  to  do  so  to  a  greater  extent  or 
for  a  longer  time  than  it  shall  see  fit. 


XXXI.  The  Company  promises  to  finish  the  fort  0:1  the  island  ot 
the  ManhatteSj  and  to  put  it  :n  a  posture  of  defense  without  delay. 
And  to  have  these  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  approved  and  con- 
firmed by  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General.12 

FINIS. 
AT  AMSTELREDAM. 


Printed  by  Theunis  Jacobsz.    Anno  1631. 


'- Note  in  manuscript:    Passed  June  7,  1629. 
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Notification  by  Samuel  Godyn,  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and 
Samuel  Blommaert  that  they  send  two  persons  to  New 
Netherland  to  inspect  the  country13 

January  ij}  1629 

Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam. 

The  13th  of  January  1629 
President   President  Godyn  and  Mr  Rensselaer  notify  the  Chamber 

Samuel 

Godyn  that  their  honors  together  with  Mr  Blommaert  by  the  ships 
now  going  to  New  Netherland  send  two  persons,  one  named  Gillis 
Housct,  sailor,  the  other  Jaeob  Jaiisc  Cuyper,  with  the  intention,  in 
case  they  make  favorable  report  to  their  honors,  of  planting  a  colony 
there  in  accordance  witli  the  conditions13'1  drawn  up  by  the  As- 
sembly of  the  XIX. 

Registration  by  Michiel  Pauw  of  a  colony  on  the  river 
of  Sickenames14 

J  line  7,  1629 

•Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

The  7th  of  June  1629 
President      Conf rater  Michiel  Pair^'  notifies  this  Chamber  that  his 
de  La  Mine    honor  declares  himself  as  patroon  of  a  colony  which 
he   agrees   to    plant,    on   the   conditions   ratified    today    in  the 
Assembly  of   the  XIX,   in   New  Netherland,  on  the   river  of 

33  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.  9b.  Other  copy  in  V .  R.  B.  Mss  33,  entitled:  Lijste 
vande  Colonicn  Ter  Camere  van  amsterdam  acngegeven,  ende  jnde  Vergadcringhe  vande 
xixen:  in  Zeelandt  den  21:  decemb  1630:  gcextra'acert  (List  of  the  colonies  registered 
with  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  abstracted  for  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX,  in  Zealand, 
Dec.  21,  1630);  and  endorsed:  Prctoisien  vande  Participantcn  inde  Colonic  Rons- 
sclaersii'ijck  (Claims  of  the  participants  in  the  colony  of  Renssclaerswyck) . 

In  the  Letter  Book  occur  two  series  of  extracts  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the 
West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam;  the  first  of  these  is  found  on  f.ob-io 
and  includes  entries  for  Tan.  13,  June  7,  June  10,  Oct.  15,  Oct.  22,  Nov.  1,  Nov.  16, 
Nov.  19,  1629,  and  April  17,  1630:  the  second  series  is  found  on  f.38b~4ob  and  in- 
cludes entries  for  Nov.  7,  1630,  May  16,  May  19  and  July  7,  1631.  Similarly  V.  R.  B. 
Mss  33  is  composed  of  extracts  from  this  register  of  resolutions  for  Jan.  13,  June  7, 
June  19,  Oct.  15,  Oct.  22,  Nov.  16,  Nov.  19,  1629,  Jan.  10,  April  17  and  Nov.  7,  1630; 
and  V.  R.  B.  Mss  34  is  composed  of  extracts  for  June'  19,  Nov.  r,  Nov.  16  and  Nov.  19, 
1630.  For  Nov.  ig,  1629,  J'.  R.  P.  Mss  35  gives  an  additional  copy.  The  entry  for 
eacli  of  these  dates  has  been  printed  but  once  and  that  under  its  own  date. 

1?a  Draft  of  the  charter  of  Freedoms  ami  Exemptions,  March  1628. 

11  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.  9b.     Other  cupy  in  V.  R.  B.  Mss  33*. 
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SickenctmeS™  beginning  at  the  entrance  of  the  said  river,  and  prays 
the  said  Chamber  to  be  pleased  to  take  notice  thereof. 


Registration  by  Samuel  Godyn  of  the  colony  of  Swanendael,  on 
the  bay  of  the  South  River10 

June  19,  1629 

Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

The  19th  of  June  1629 
^  ^President  Mr  Samuel  Godijn  having  heretofore  caused  it  to  be  re- 
gistered here  that  he  intended  to  plant  a  colony  in  New 
Netherland  and  that  to  that  end  he  had  engaged  two  persons  to  go 
thither  to  inspect  the  situation  of  the  country,  declares  now  that  he 
agrees  to  occupy  in  the  capacity  of  patroon  the  bay  of  the  South 
River,  on  the  conditions  ratified  at  the  last  session  of  the  XIX,  of 
which  he  also  advised  Director  Pictcr  Minuict  by  the  last  ships  and 
charged  him  to  register  the  same  there. 


Registration  by  Michiel  Pauw  of  a  colony  on  the  island  of  Fer- 
nando do  Noronho17 

October  15,  1629 

Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

The  15th  of  October  1629 

vice  President        Mxchlel  Pamv  declares  himself  as  patroon  of  the  is- 
land thus  far  called  Isle  fernande  Noronho191  and  states 
that  he  intends  to  plant  a  colony  there  at  the  earliest  opportunity  in 

15  Sickcnames,  or  Siccahanis  River,  a  stream  east  of  the  Connecticut  River;  see 
Carte  Figurative,  1616,  Doc.  rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  1:13. 

1,1  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.  ob.  Other  copy  in  V.  R.  B.  Mss  33.  ThirJ  copy  in 
V.  R.  B.  Mss  34,  entitled:  Extrachtcii  uijt  hct  Register  der  Resoluiicn  genomen  bijde 
BciL-intliebbercn  vanrfe  Geoctroijcerde  Wcstindische  Compaignic  tcr  Camera  tot  Am- 
stclrcdam  (Extracts  from  the  register  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  directors  of  the 
Chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam)  ;  and  certified  by  Notary 
Joost  van  de  Ven,  Oct.  19,  1649,  to  agree  with  the  original  extracts  certified  by 
Gijsbert  Rudolphij.  Translation  revised  from  O'Callaghan,  History  of  New  Netherland, 
1:479. 

17  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Bool:,  f.  9b.     Other  copy  in  V .  R.  B.  Mss  33. 

18  Fernanda  do  Nornnho:  island  in  the  South  Atlantic  Ocean,  125  miles  from  the 
eastern  extremity  of  Brazil. 
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accordance  with  the  Exemptions  and  Freedoms  ratified  on  the  7th 
of  June  1629  by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX. 

Registration  by  Albert  Coenraets  Burgh  of  a  colony  on  the 
island  of  St  Vincent™ 

October  22,  1620  , 

Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

The  22d  of  October  1629 

President  ]\xr  Albertm  Conradus  declares  himself  as  patroon  of  St 

Henrick  Hamel     .  ••    »    on  t  i  < 

//  inccnt,  among  the  Canschc-"  Islands  and  states  that  he 
intends  to  plant  a  colony  there  at  the  earliest  opportunity  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Exemptions  and  Freedoms  ratified  on  the  7th  of  June 
1629  by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX. 


Registration  by  Albert  Coenraets  Burgh  and  others  of  a  colony 
on  the  east  side  of  the  South  Bay21 

November  1,  1629 

Flxtract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

The  1st  of  November  1629 

President  \\x  Albert  Coenraets  and  Company  declare  themselves 
Hamci  from  now  on  as  patroons  of  the  east  side  of  the  South 

Bay,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  [and  extending]  to  the  nar- 
rows of  the  South  River  opposite  the  land  which  Gillis  H onset 
bought  for  his  masters,  intending  to  send  a  colony  thither  at  the 
first  opportunity  in  accordance  with  the  articles  ratified  by  the  As- 
sembly of  the  XIX. 


19  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Bovk,  (.  gh. 
*»  Caribbean. 

21  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.io. 


Other  copy  in  V.  R.  B.  Mss  33. 
Other  copy  in   V.  R.  B.  Mss  34. 
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Registration  by  Samuel  Blommaeri  of  3  colony  on  the  Fresh 

River-2 

November  16,  1629 

Extracts  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

The  1 6th  of  November  1629 

President     Confrater  Samuel  Blommacrt  declares  himself  from  now 

Mickiel  Pauuf  .    ,      „      1T-»-  .   .        •     >r  -vti 

on  as  patroon  of  the  Fresh  River,  lying  in  New  Nether- 
land  between  the  North  River  and  the  river  of  Siccanames,  intending 
to  send  a  colony  thither  at  the  first  opportunity  (in  accordance  with 
the  articles  ratified  by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX,  and  giving  the 
river  the  name  of  Blommerts  River). 

Registration  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  associates  of  a  colony 
above  and  below  Fort  Orange,  on  both  sides  of  the  North 
River23 

November  19,  1629 


Clcin  Segel 


Copy 


2  st  [signed]  J  bruijningh 


Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  kept  by  the  directors  of  the 
Chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

Monday     the  19th  of  November  1629 

President  Kiliaen  van  r  ens  elder  declares  himself  cum  suis  from 
Verdoes**  now  011  as  patrqpn  on  the  North  River  of  New  Nether- 
land  beginning  above  and  below  Fort  Orange,2"'  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  with  the  islands  therein,  as  many  leagues  downwards  as  the 
Assembly  of  the  XIX  has  determined,  intending  to  send  a  colony 
thither  at  the  first  opportunity  on  the  conditions  framed  as  aforesaid 


'--  V.  R.  B.  ?>fss,  Letter  Book,  f.io.  Other  copies  in  V.R.B.Mss  33  and  34,  from 
which  the  part  in  parentheses  has  been  supplied. 

'^V.R.B.Mss  35,  marked  No.  1.  Other  copies  in  V.R.B.Mss  33,  34  and  Letter 
Book,  f.  10,  from  the  last  named  of  which  copies  the  name  of  the  president  has  been 
supplied. 

**  Given  as  Simon  vein  dcr  Does  in  de  Laec,  Iaerlijck  Verhacl. 
if>  Beginnende  boxen  ende  beneden   Van  het  fort  Oraignien. 
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by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.  Underneath  was  written:  Agrees 
with  the  aforesaid  register;  and  was  signed:  In  the  absence  of  the 
advocate,  Johannes  Dijckman. 

After  collation  this  is  found  to  agree  with  the  authentic  extract, 
which  I,  notary  public  residing  at  Amsterdam  certify  and  in  witness 
whereof  1  have  hereto  affixed  my  signature,  this  19th  of  April  1649. 

[signed]  /;  vande  Vcn 

nots  Pub. 

A0:  J  6  49. 


Registration  by  Michiel  Pauw  of  the  colony  of  Pavonia,  on  both 
sides  of  the  North  River,  from  the  Narrows  north20 

January  io,  1630 

Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

The  10th  of  January  1630 

M  Pauw  declares  himself  as  patroon  of  the  colony  which,  in  con- 
formity with  the  Exemptions  and  Freedoms  ratified  by  the  Assembly 
of  the  XIX,  he  agrees  to  plant  at  the  first  opportunity,  beginning  on 
the  west  side  with  Machack  muchoons  land  which  is  included,  thence 
southward  to  the  ham  els  hooffden,21  and  on  the  east  side  from  the 
Hamels  hooffden  northward  as  far  as  the  Freedoms  allow,  including 
the  islands  situated  within  these  limits, 'everything  in  New  Nether- 
land,  on  both  sides  of  the  North  River, 


Instructions  to  Bastiaen  Jansz  Krol2s 

_  January  12,  1630 

Copy 

Laus  deo,  the  12th  of  January  1630,  in  Amsterdam 
Instructions  from  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  for  Bastiaen  Ianssen 
Crol,  commis  at  Fort  Orange,  who  if  he  sees  lit  may  call  to  his  as- 
sistance Dirck  Cornelissz,  his  onder-eoinmis,  and  such  other  per- 
sons as  he  shall  think  best  and  advisable. 


»  In  V.R.  B.  Mss  33- 
27  The  Narrows. 

«  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.3Sb.    Extract  In  V.  R.  B.  Mss  36. 
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First,  Crol  shall  try  to  buy  the  lands  hereafter  named  for  the  said 
Rensselaer,  from  the  Mahi jeans,  Maquaas  or  such  other  nations  as 
have  any  claim  to  them,  giving"  them  no  occasion  for  discontent,  but 
treating  them  with  all  courtesy  and  discretion. 

And  what  he  shall  give  to  the  said  nations  in  consideration  of  the 
aforesaid  purchase,  he  shall  take  (according  to  the  order  of  the  Com- 
pany) from  its  merchandise,  charging  the  same  by  measure  or  weight, 
to  the  said  Rensselaer.  The  limits  he  shall  extend  as  far  as  possible, 
as  high  above  Fort  Orange  and  as  far  inland  as  they  will  in  any 
way  cede,  equally  below  Fort  Orange,  even  if  it  were  five  or  more 
leagues  above  and  as  many  below  the  same  fort,  and  as  far  inland 
as  possible,-'  specially  in  places  where  there  is  flat  and  good  land 
and  the  least  underbrush  and  trees.  He  shaii  also  inspect  the  »ame 
as  carefully  as  possible  in  order  to  write  to  me  all  the  particulars 
thereof,  to  wit,  how  many  islands  from  the  uppermost  to  the  lowest 
part  there  are  in  the  said  river,  how  long  and  wide  they  are  and 
what  kind  of  soil  they  have,  to  wit,  each  island  separately,  also  how 
far  the  same  are  apart  from  each  other  and  from  the  mainland, 
about  how  deep  the  water  is  and  what  further  may  be  of  interest. 

Also,  how  much  flat  and  arable  land  there  is  along  the  river,  that 
is  the  width  and  the  length  of  each  piece,  also  what  follows  toward 
the  inland  in  the  way  of  woods  and  mountains,  stating  what  kinds 
of  wood,  soil,  stone,  minerals  and  the  like  there  are ;  all  of  which 
land  he  can  measure  by  pacing. 

In  case  he  can  not  purchase  the  said  lands  from  one  or  two  na- 
tions, that  he  purchase  the  same  from  all  who  pretend  any  right  to 
them.  Having  bought  the  islands,  that  he  convene  not  only  the  re- 
spective chiefs  but  all  the  people,  in  order  to  make  the  payment  in 
the  presence  of  them  all,  and  that  he  takes  then  the  chief  of  each  na- 
tion to  the  island  of  the  M anhates  to  confirm  the  purchase  before  the 
director  and  council,  and  that  he  have  the  same  recorded  among  the 
resolutions  and  send  me  a  copy. 

a  de  Limiten,  sal  hy  soo  ivijt  tiemen  als  hy  coiighsins  sal  conncn  docn,  Soo  hooge 
fn  le  bred  boven  het  fort  Orangicn  als  sxluijJcn  ecnich.sins  sullen  zvillen  afstant  docn 
als  mede  beneden  het  fort  Orangicn  alwacr  het  vyff  ofte  nicer  mi jlcn  -  boven  ende  ooci: 
soo  vecle  beneden  hctselie  fort  en  soo  diep  telande  in  als  coiighsins  docnlyck  is.  It 
i.c-  not  clear  from  this  statement  whether  the  patroon  intended  that  the  land  should 
extend,  if  possible,  five  Dutch  miles  or  leagues  above  Fort  Orange  and  as  many  below, 
or  that  it  might  be  situated  at  a  di>tance  of  five  leagues  from  Fort  Orange,  above  -arid 
below.  In  view  of  the  limitation  of  four  leagues  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  Freedoms 
and  Exemptions  as  to  land  to  be  purchased  on  one  side  of  a  navigable  river  and  the 
actual  purchase  in  1630  and  1631  of  exactly  four  leagues  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
it  is  likely  that  the  second  interpretation  is  correct,  though  the  actual  wording  is  in 
favor  of  the  first  interpretation. 


i  Go 
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Herewith  a  wood-measure  rule,  I.  -/2  feet  long",  the  foot  containing 
II  inches,  13  feet  making  one  Amsterdam  rod  and  600  [square]  rods 
one  morgen  of  land. 

These  instructions  the  said  Crol  shall  communicate  to  Director 
Pictcr  Mir.  ml,  with  the  request  to  show  me  such  favors  as  the  ser- 
vice of  the.  Company  permits  and  no  others,  notifying  him  that  I 
have  engaged  Woiffert  Gerritsss,  farmer,  to  direct  provisionally  all 
my  affairs  concerning  the  farms  and  purchase  of  cattle,  [asking  him 
also  to]  show  [said  Gemtssz]  every  favor  as  to  what  he  may  need 
for  me  for  that  purpose,  also  to  cause  to  be  made  what  he  may  want 
in  the  way  of  hardware  or  other  things  and  to  charge  the  same  to 
my  account,  and  if  he  needs  any  carpenters,  for  the  erection  of  my 
houses,  barracks,  barns,  sheep  fold  or  other  buildings,  to  accommo- 
date him  therewith  if  they  are  not  more  needed  for  the  Company, 
otherwise,  as  Cornells  Lambertssz  Steenbacker  needs  carpenters  and 
smiths  for  making  his  tile  and  brickyard,  the  same  men  could  at  my 
expense  work  some  days  or  weeks  for  me,  and  if  I  should  need  a 
sloop  or  boat,  master  Rcyn  Hannanssen  could  make  the  same  at  my 
expense. 

The  said  Crol  shall  also  take  due  notice  of  everything  that  is  done  • 
for  me  near  Fort  Orange,  taking  good  care  that  the  house  be  built 
near  the  creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
creek,  on  the  bluff,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  danger  of  being  flooded 
by  high  water,  and  that  at  first  the  said  house  be  made  plain  and 
simple,  large  and  tight,  and  if  tiles  could  be  made  ready,  that  the 
house  be  covered  therewith. 

That  the  land  close  to  Fort  Orange  as  well  as  near  the  said  creek 
be  tilled  first,  thereafter  that  on  the  south  side  of  the  house,  and 
that  the  islands  be  kept  for  hay  and  as  pasture  for  the  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  etc. 

H  it  is  a  good  acorn  year  there,  that  Wulffert  Gcrritssen  or  his 
foreman  have  a  good  quantity  bought  up  for  me  to  be  kept  for  the 
winter  as  feed  for  the  hogs. 

Also  to  look  out  that  my  men  work  faithfully  and  diligently,  and 
that  they  do  not  cheat  me  or  sell  any  of  my  goods,  and  yearly  to  re- 
port to  me  the  number  of  horses,  cows,  sheep  and  hogs  I  have,  how 
old  they  are  and  how  many  have  died  or  been  born  each  year. 

Also  to  credit  the  account  of  the  provisions  which  my  men  may 
buy  from  the  Company  with  the  milk,  butter,  meat  and  bacon  which 
they  should  deliver  in  return,  the  prices  being  reciprocally  made  as 
reasonable  as  possible. 
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Further,  to  advise  me  by  all  favorable  opportunities  of  everything 
that,  from  lack  of  knowledge  of  circumstances,  I  can  not  provide 
for. 

In  witness  that  I  have  requested  this  of  him  with  promise  of 
proper  compensation  for  his  trouble,  I  have  signed  this  with  my  own 
hand.    Done  as  above. 

Underneath  was  written:  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer 

Instructions  to  Wolfert  Gerritsz30 
January  16,  1630 

Instructions  from  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wulfcrt  Gerritssen  van 
Amcrsfoorft1,  this  16th  of  January  1630,  in  Amsterdam 

Wulfcrt  Gerritssz  aforesaid  is  engaged  by  Rensselaer,  his  service 
to  begin  on  his  arrival  in  that  country.  He  is  bound  for  four  sum- 
mers, but  Renssclr.  may  end  the  contract  after  one  or  two  summers. 

The  annual  term  of  service  of  Wulfcrt  is  agreed  upon  to  be  from 
April  to  November,  when  all  the  winter  seed  is  in  the  ground;  and 
if  it  is  very  necessary  he  must  stay  through  the  winter  and  he  shall 
receive  20  guilders  for  each  month  of  service32  being  at  his  own  ex- 
pense as  to  board. 

I  have  further  engaged  for  four  years  beginning  in  that  country, 
Rutger  Hcnrickssz  van  Socst}  32  years  old,  who  shall  receive  120 
guilders  a  year ;  have  paid  the  same  in  advance  f5o  and  f5  by  way  of 
present. 

Brant  Peclcn  van  Kijckcrck  on  the  above  conditions  for  four 
yean  at  no  guilders  a  year;  paid  the  same  in  advance  £15  and  by 
way  of  present  fio;  is  40  years  old. 

Pieter  Hendricksscn  van  Soest,  as  boy,  shepherd  or  plowboy  ;:n 
also  four  years  at  15  guilders  a  year  and  paid  him  in  advance  15 
guilders. 

As  soon  as  they  with  God's  help  arrive  in  New  Netherland,  Wulff- 
crt  Gerritssz  and  the  aforesaid  persons  shall  go  before  the  com- 
mander and  council  and  make  promise  there  that  not  one  of  them 

*  V-  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.37. 

II  In  tiie  N.  Y.  Col.  Mss,  he  is  occasionally  referred  to  as  Wolfert  Gerritsz  van  Couwen- 
naven.     Couwenhoven    is    a   farm    cr   country    seat   about    four    miles    northwest  of 

Amcrsfoort. 

A'  liter  dc  LofcnJe  maenden;  literally,  according  to  the  current  months. 
Pheck-dryzer. 

II 


■ 
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will  trade  in  any  peltries  or  skins,  on  forfeiture  of  their  wages.  On 
the  way  over  they  shall  take  care  of  12  ewes  and  one  ram  which  I 
have  bought  and  send  thither,  that  the  same  may  arrive  safely. 

Further,  as  the  farm  of  Evert  jockcn,  deceased,  which  (he  hav- 
ing died)  has  been  granted  to  Rutgcr  Henrickssen  van  So  est,  is  not 
all  of  it  fit  for  cultivation,  as  it  has  only  just  been  begun,  Wulfert 
shall  go  with  Rutger  before  the  commander  and  council  and  state 
that  they  will  take  care  that  the  plowed  land  of  the  said  farm,  ac- 
cording to  the  conditions  of  the  lords  directors  communicated  to  the 
council,  shall  be  cultivated  in  order  that  the  Company  may  draw 
its  interest  therefrom  and,  as  they  according  to  the  same  order  of  the 
directors  have  the  right  to  transport  the  cattle  with  the  wagons, 
plows  and  all  other  things  which  the  Company  has  on  the  said  farm 
to  other  places,  that  they  intend  to  move  the  same  near  Fort  Orange, 
and  as  they,  like  the  other  farmers,  must  pay  within  six  years  600 
guilders  in  money  with  the  [increase  of  the]  cattle  and  other  ani- 
mals, for  the  four  horses,  four  cows,  two  heifers,  six  sheep,  six 
hogs,  wagons  and  plows,  that  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  agrees  to 
pay  the  said  amount  and  cattle  to  the  Company. 

And  as  Evert  jockes  has  died,  if  the  widow  should  some  day  in 
any  wise  be  able  to  enlarge  the  said  farm,  Wolff ert  Gerritssa  shall 
try  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  her  on  the  best  possible  terms 
and  concede  her  one  or  two  cows  in  order  to  make  progress  in  that 
way.  As  to  the  plowed  land,  which  amounts  to  little,  she  can  have 
that  cultivated  by  others. 

And  inasmuch  as  Rensselaer  has  agreed  to  plant  a  colony,  and  is 
thereby  bound  to  support  50  people  in  that  country,  he  must  neces- 
sarily have  many  animals  or  will  otherwise  not  be  able  to  maintain 
his  colony.  Wolff  ert  Gcrr'tssz  shall  therefore  try  to  obtain  as  many 
animals  as  possible  from  this  one  and  that  one,  paying  first  of  all  at- 
tention to  the  two  horses  of  the  stave  splitters,  which  belong  to  them 
and  which  he  can  obtain  by  giving  them  a  small  profit,  as  they  are 
no  longer  going  to  split  staves. 

Secondly,  as  I  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  confrater 
Paauzv  concerning  the  remaining  animals  in  that  country,  after  the 
eight  farms  shall  each,  have  been  provided  with  four  horses,  four 
cows,  two  heifers,  six  sheep  and  six  hogs,  which  are  to  be  sold  there 
by  order  of  the  directors,  Wulfert  shall  address  the  director  re- 
specting this  matter  that  his  honor  may  act  therein  according  to  the 
letter  signed  by  confrater  Paauzv  and  myself  and  written  to  the 
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director  and  sent  by  Bastiaen  Jans&z  Crol.     We  find  by  estimate 
that  there  are  about  28  animals  in  all.  of  which  15  would  be  for  me 
and  13  for  Mr  Miehiel  Paauw,  as  is  specified  in  the  letter. 
Among  these  would  be  for  me ; 

1  stallion  cf  two  winters 
1  stallion  of  one  winter 

1  bull 

3  bulls  of  on?  winter 
3  mares  of  two  winters 

2  mares  of  one  winter 

j 33a  cows  0f  three  winters 


Total     15  animals 

Further,  Wulfert  Gerritssz  shall  try  to  obtain  as  many  sheep  as 
he  can  at  reasonable  price,  to  send  those  up  too;  also,  as  many  hogs 
as  he  can  conveniently  feed,  herd  or  fatten,  to  sell  in  that  country, 
«.r  otherwise  to  cure  or  pickle  for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  hither. 

To  Bastiaen  lansss  crol  I  have  given  an  extract  from  the  Reso- 
lution book  of  the  Company,  wherein  I  have  declared  myself  as 
patroon  of  the  North  River,  above  and  below  the  fort,  which  land 
Bastiaen  Janssz  croll  shall  try  to  purchase  for  me  according  to  the 
instructions  given  him. 

What  further  may  be  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
task  Wiffert  Gerritssz  shall  do  according  to  circumstances  and  write 
me  all  the  particulars  thereof,  and  try  to  have  the  house  built  at  the 
place  of  which  I  have  written  to  Crol;  other  matters  I  leave  to 
their  discretion  and  wish  them  good  luck  on  their  voyage. 

[signed] 


M'.ouM  probably  be  4. 
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First  combination  of  colonies  in  New  Netherland  and  shares  each 
partner  is  to  have  in  them34 

February  1,  1630 

Clein  Segel  [signed] 
2  *st  J  brviijningh 

Copy 

Original  draft  of  the  first  combination  of  the  colonies  and  of  what 
shares  each  one  is  to  have  in  the  others'  colonies,  the  direction 
of  each  colony  being  reserved  to  the  patroon  by  whom  the 
colony  was  registered  and  in  whose  name  it  was  bought  of  the 
owners  according  to  the  sealed  instruments. 

Remarks  on  the  colonies  in  New  Netherland, 
this  first  of  February  1630 
Participants  in  the  said  colonies 


Mr  Coenradus  on  the  east  side 
of  the  bay  of  the  South 

River   2/5 

Samuel  Godyn  ditto   1/5 

Samuel  Blommaert   1/5 

K.  V.  rensselacr   1/5 


Mr  Samuel  Godijn  on  the  west 
side  of  the  bay  of  the  South 

River   2/5 

Mr  Coenradus   1/5 

Blommaert  1/5 

rensselacr  1/5 


This  colony  was  abandoned, 
and  not  established. 


This  colony,  to  which  later 
other  participants  were  added, 
was  begun  and  finally  sold  to 
the  West  India  Company. 


Total   5/5 


Hereof  Mr  Coenradus  is  to  have  the  management  in  his  name. 


Total   5/5 

Hereof  Mr  Godijn  is  to  have  the  management  in  his  name. 

M  V.  R.  B.  Mss  37,  Marked  No.  2,  f.ij.  Notarial  copy  prfl-ared  hy  Joost  van  de  Yen, 
April  19,  1649,  in  connection  with  the  controversy  between  the  copartners  and  the 
guardians  of  Johannes  van  Rensselaer.    Other  copy,  without  notes,  in  Letter  Book,  f.  1 6b. 
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Mr  Samuel  blommaert  on  the  This  colony  was  not  estab- 

Fresh  River   2/q    bshed  but  abandoned. 

Mr  Coenradus   1/5 

Godijn   1/5 

rcnsslacr   1/5 


Total   5/5 

Hereof  Mr  Blommaert  is  to  have  the  management  in  his  name. 


K.  V.  Rensselaer  about  Fort  This  colony  was  established 

Qrano-e    2/5    by  K:  V :  renssclaer,  as  pa- 

Af&^ /  ' ' '  '  /r.    troon,  who  later  bought  an- 

.   0    other   1/10  share   from  the 

Godijn  ......  1/5    heirs  Qf  Qodijn  and  has  now 

Blommaert  1/5     5/10  shares,  the  just  1/2,  be- 

 sides  the  rights  of  the  pa- 

-po(al  -  jr     troon  ship  for  himself  and  his 

0  heirs.  Rensselaer  later  bought 
the  remaining  1/10  share  of 
Godijn,  deceased,  from  jacob 
and  hendric  trip,  so  that  rens- 
selaer  owns  6/10  shares. 
Hereof  renssclaer  is  to  have  the  management  in  his  name. 

Each  director  shall  consult  the  other  participants  and  ask  their 
advice  in  regard  to  all  matters  under  the  sum  of  2000  guilders  for 
each  respective  1/5  share,  but  above  the  aforesaid  2000  guilders 
a  ltd  up  to  4000  guilders  for  each  respective  1/5  share  everything 
must  be  decided  by  majority  of  votes,  and  above  that  amount  by 
unanimous  vote. 

The  original  is  written  on  a  half  sheet  of  paper  in  the,  to  me  well 
known,  hand  and  penmanship  of  Mr  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  de- 
ceased, during  his  lifetime  patroon  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaers- 
wyck  in  New  Nether  land,  which  T,  judoeo  vande  Ven,  sese. 
jmfermli  ah  Curie  hollandic  authoritatibus  Notarius  publicus  Am- 
st  clod  a  mi  resident,  certify  and  in  witness  thereof  have  hereunto 
affixed  my  notarial  signature,  this  19th  of  April  1649  in  Amsterdam. 

[signed]       /:  vande  Ven 

Nots  Pub. 
xix 

A0.- — J  640. 
4- 
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Registration  by  Samuel  Blommaert  of  a  colony  on  the  island  of 
St  Martin  or  on  Barbados,  among  the  Caribbean  Islands""" 

April  ij>  1 6 '30 

Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  of  the  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 
The  17th  of  April  1630 
President       7\[r  Blommacrt  declares  that  he  is  inclined  to  plant 

Hendrick  Brccn 3r>  r  t->     i  1 

a  colony  on  the  island  of  V.  Martin  or  on  Baroadas, 
among  the  Caribbean  Islands,  of  which  he  requests  a  patent,  which 
is  hereby  granted  to  his  honor  on  the  conditions  granted  to  others. 
He  declares  further  that  he  is  also  inclined  to  send  a  ship  to  get 
salt  and  to  inspect  the  said  island. 


Certificate  of  purchase  from  the  Indians  of  land  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Hudson  River  from  Smacks  Island  to  Moenemin's 
Castle  and  of  tract  of  land  on  the  east  side  opposite  Castle 
Island  and  Fort  Orange"' 

August  13,  1630 

Anno  1630,  this  day  the  13th  of  August.  We,  the  director  and 
council  of  New  Netherlands  residing  on  the  island  the  Mauahatas 
and  in  Fort  Amsterdam,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  their  High 
Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands 
and  the  Chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam, 
do  hereby  testify  and  declare,  that  on  this  day,  the  date  under- 
written, before  us  appeared  and  presented  themselves  in  their  proper 
persons,  Kottamack ,  Nawaricmit,  Abantzccnc,  Sagiskzva  and  Kaua- 
moack,  owners  and  proprietors  of  their  respective  parcels  of  land 

*  T.  R.  B.  Mss.  Letter  Book,  f.io.    Other  copy  in  V.  R.  B.  Mss  33- 
w  Given  as  Hendrick  Broev.  in  de  Laet,  laerlijck  Verhael. 

37  V.  R.  B,  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f. i.  The  original  of  this  document  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Hon.  John  Boyd  Thacher,  of  Albany.  A  facsimile  and  translation  arc 
in  Wilson's  Memorial  History  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1:163-64;  a  smaller,  but 
clearer,  facsimile  is  in  Avery's  History  of  the  United  States,  2: 221.  A  transcript  from 
a  notarial  copy  of  the  original  is  in  Holland  Documents,  1:181—84,  of  which  O'Cal- 
laghan's  translation  is  in  Doc.  rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  .V.  Y.,  1:44.  The  present  translation 
is  based  on  O'Callaghan's  but  follows  the  text  ct  the  copy  in  the  Letter  Book  in 
Spelling  of  proper  names  and  in  the  close. 

As  explained  at  length  in  a  footnote  to  the  certificate  of  May  1631,  on  p.  181  the 
present  certificate,  contrary  to  the  statements  made  by  historical  writers,  relates  to  the 
first  purch;  for  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  of  land  from  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Orange. 
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extending  up  the  river,  south  and  north,  from  the  said  fort3s  to  a 
little  south  of  Moemminnes  Castle,39  belonging  to  the  aforesaid 
proprietors  jointly  and  in  common,  and  the  land  called  Semessceck, 
belonging  to  the  aforesaid  Nawanemit  individually,  lying  on  the 
east  bank  from  opposite  Castle  Island40  to  the  above  mentioned 
fort;  also,  from  Peianock,  the  mill  creek,  north  to  Ncgagonse ;  in 
extent  about  three  leagues  ;41  and  declared  freely  and  advisedly  that 
for  and  on  account  of  certain  quantity  of  merchandise  which  they 

38  van  dito  fort  aff.  The  description  cf  the  land  in  this  certificate  is  literally  copied 
from  that  in  the  certificate  of  Aug.  6,  1630,  recorded  in  Dutch  Patents,  GG,  p.  4-6, 
in  which  the  words  dito  fort  refer  to  Fort  Orange,  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of 
the  document.  A  translation  of  the  main  body  of  Dutcli  Patents,  GG,  p.  4-6,  is  in 
Doc.  ret.  to  Col.  Hist.  A.  Y .,  14: 1-2.  A  facsimile  and  translation  of  the  original 
parchment  certificate  of  Aug.  6,  1630,  are  in  Wilson,  Memorial  History  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  1:163. 

39  Situated  on  what  was  formerly  called  Haver  Island,  and  now  Peobles  Island,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  River. 

40  caste  els  eylcndt. 

41  Statements  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  regarding  the  purchases  of  land  from  the 
Indians  in  his  letter  to  de  Laet,  Tune  27,  1632  (see  p.  197)  and  in  the  "Account  of 
the  jurisdictions,"  July  10,  1634  (see  p.  307)  show  that  historical  writers  have  erred 
in  their  description  of  the  territory  covered  by  this  first  purchase  of  Aug.  13,  1630. 
Their  error  is  directly  traceable  to  a  misconception  on  the  part  of  Jan  Baptist  van 
Rensselaer  as  to  the  location  of  the  tracts  referred  to  as  Petanock  and  Ncgagonse, 
which,  in  his  letter  of  June  10/20,  1678  (O'Callaghan,  History  of  New  Ncthcrland, 
1:125),  be  places  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  whereas  the  "Account  of  the  juris- 
dictions "  distinctly  states  that  they  were  on  the  west  side,  Petanock  being  defined  as 
a  tract  south  and  north  of  the  "  mill  creek,"  by  which  is  meant  the  Normans  Kill, 
also  including  West  or  Castle  Island,  and  Negagonse  as  a  tract  extending  up  to 
Moenemin's  Castle,  presumably  from  the  north  end  of  Castle  Island  or  a  point  just 
south  of  Fort  Orange.  From  these  statements,  which  are  confirmed  by  the  certificates 
of  March  1633,  by  Gerrit  Willemsz  Oostcrum  and  Peter  Minuit,  mentioned  by  Jan 
Baptist  van  Rensselaer,  it  is  evident  that  the  purchase  of  Aug.  13,  1630,  embraced: 
1,  the  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  from  Fort  Orange  to  the  Mohawk;  2,  a 
small  tract  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  on  both  sides  of  the  present  Mill  Creek,  from 
opposite  Castle  Island  to  a  point  opposite  Fort  Orange;  3,  the  land  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river  from  a  point  south  of  the  Normans  Kill  to  the  north  point  of  Castle 
Island,  or  possibly  to  Fort  Orange. 

As  to  the  precise  location  of  this  point  south  of  the  Normans  Kill  we  have  no  in- 
formation; from  the  patroon's  statement  in  his  letter  to  de  Laet,  after  the  purchase 
of  land  from  Beeren  Island  to  Smacks  Island,  that  they  had  "  all  the  shore  along  the 
river  on  the  west  side,  from  becren  Island  to  Momnenis  Castle,"  we  may  infer  however 
that  the  purchase  of  Aug.  13,  1630,  included  all  the  land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  from  Smacks  Island  to  the  Mohawk,  a  distance,  according  to  the  certificate,  of 
about  three  Dutch  miles  or  leagues.  In  May  1631,  land  from  Beeren  Island  to 
Smacks  Island  was  added,  making  the  total  distance  along  the  west  shore,  according 
to  the  parchment  map  of  Rensselaerswyck  reproduced  in  this  volume,  exactly  four 
Dutch  miles  or  leagues,  the  extent  of  territory  on  one  side  of  a  navigable  river 
allowed  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions.  On  April  23,  1637, 
additional  land  was  bought  on  the  east  side  from  Papscanee  Creek  south  to  a  point 
opposite  Smacks  Island.  At  later  dates  purchases  were  made  of  various  islands, 
of  land  near  the  Poestcn  Kill,  at  Catskill,  Bethlehem  and  Clavcrack,  but  no  deed  from 
the  Indi.-;,s  is  recorded  or  among  the  Rcnssclaerswyck  MsS,  nor  is  any  cr*ed  in  the 
"  Case  of  the  Colony  of  Rensselacrswyck,"  delivered  on  April  27,  1678,  to  the  council 
of  the  Duke  of  York  in  support  of  the  petition  for  letters  pateont  to  the  colony,  that 
covers  the  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  r'ver  froni  a  point  opposite  Fort  Orange  north. 

It  is  curious  to  note  that  historical  writers,  in  placing  the  tract  "  from  Petanock,  the 
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acknowledged  to  have  received  in  their  hands  and  possession  before 
the  execution  hereof,  by  virtue  and  title  of  sale,  they  hereby  convey, 
cede  and  make  over  to  and  for  the  behoof  of  the  Hon.  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer,  absent,  for  whom  we,  ex  officio  and  with  due  stipula- 
tion, accept  the  same,  namely,  the  respective  parcels  of  land  here- 
inbefore specified,  with  the  timber,  appurtenances  and  dependencies 
thereof,  together  with  all  the  interests,  rights  and  jurisdiction  to 
them  the  grantors  conjointly  or  severally  belonging,  constituting 
and  substituting  the  said  Hon.  Rensselaer  in  their  stead,  place  and 
right  and  in  the  real  and  actual  possession  thereof,  and  at  the  same 
time  giving  him,  or  those  who  may  hereafter  acquire  his  honor's 
interest,  full,  absolute  and  irrevocable  power,  authority  and  special 
command  to  hold,  in  quiet  possession,  cultivation,  occupation  and 
use,  tanqnani  actor  et  procurator  in  rem  suam  ac  propriam,  the  said 
land  acquired  by  the  aforesaid  Hon.  Rensselaer ;  also,  to  dispose  of, 
do  with  and  alienate  it,  as  his  honor  or  others  should  or  might  d<r 
with  his  other  and  own  lands  and  domains  acquired  by  good  and 
lawful  title,  without  the  grantors  retaining  therein,  reserving  or 
holding  in  the  least  any  part,  right,  interest  or  authority  whether 
of  property,  command  or  jurisdiction,  but  on  the  contrary,  hereby, 
desisting  from,  yielding,  giving  up  and  renouncing  the  same  for- 
ever, for  the  behoof  aforesaid ;  further  promising  not  only  forever 
to  hold  fast  and  irrevocable,  to  observe  and  to  fulfil  this,  their 
conveyance,  and  whatever  may  by  virtue  thereof  be  done,  but  also 
to  protect  against  eviction  from  the  aforesaid  land,  Obligans  et 
Renuncians  A  bona  fide.  In  testimony  whereof,  this  is  confirmed 
by  our  usual  signatures,  with  the  ordinarv  pendant  seal.  Done  at 
the  aforesaid  island  Manahatas  and  Fort  Amsterdam,  on  the  day 
and  year  aforesaid.  Was  signed  in  the  several  hands,  Peter 
Minuict,  Director;  Pieter  Bljlvelt,  Jacob  Elbertsz  Wissinck,  Ian 
Iansscn  Bronzver,  Sijmon  Dircks  pos,  Reynier  Ilarmansen. 

mill  creek,  north  to  Negagonse  "  on  the  east  .side  of  the  river,  have  apparently  realized 
that  the  purchase  of  Aug.  13,  1630,  did  not  cover  the  distance  from  Smacks  Island 
to  Fort  Orange,  unless  the  words  de  Reviere  op  zuyden  cnde  noorden,  van  dito  fort 
off  were  taken  to  mean  "  up  the  river,  south  and  north  of  the  said  fort."  Any  one 
familiar  with  the  wording  of  the  Dutch  patents  will  recall  however  that  such  phrases 
as  zuyden  ende  noorden,  or  z'iyd  oostcn  endc  noord  westen,  occur  in  almost  every 
patent  and  have  reference  either  to  the  mere  direction  of  the  compass,  south  and 
north,  or  southeast  and  northwest,  or  else  to  two  parallel  courses,  up  one.  side  of  the 
land  described  and  down  the  other.  . 

If,  as  it  would  seem,  no  deed  from  the  Indians  to  tiie  Van  Rensselaers,  for  land 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river  from  opposite  Fort  Orange  north,  was  procured  up  to 
167S,  when  efforts  were  made  to  secure  a  patent  for  the  colony  from  the  Duke  of 
York,  it  is  interesting  to  reflect  how  the  evident  mistake  about  the  location  of  the 
tracts  called  TVtanock  and  Negagonse  may  have  helped  to  include  the  land  on  the 
east  side,  north  of  the  present  city  or  Rensselaer,  in  the  patent  of  Nov.  4,  1685. 
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There  was  written  besides:  This  conveyance  written  with  mine 
own  hand  is,  in  consequence  of  the  secretary's  absence,  executed  in 
rny  presence  on  the  thirteenth  of  August,  XVI0  and  thirty,  as  above. 
And  was  signed,  Lenaert  Cole,  deputy  secretary;4-  the  seal  of  New 
Netherland  in  red  wax  depending  from  a  double  strip  of  parchment. 

Symon  Dircksz  Pos,  councilor  in  New  Netherland,  to  Kiliaen 

van  Rensselaer4^ 

September  16,  1630 

TR  AX  SLATED  BY   MRS  ALAN   H.  STRONG 

Worthy,  wise,  prudent,  honorable  Guliaen  van  Rensel: 

Since,  up  to  this  date,  I  have  been  assisted  and  favored  by  your 
honor,  I  can  not  refrain  from  advising  your  honor  what  I  think 
»>!  the  C  ompany's  affairs  and  the  situation  here  at  the  present  day. 
As  to  the  building  of  a  certain  new  ship  which  is  now  almost  ready, 
si  pn-ws  a  success  but  damage  may  be  clone  to  it  by  the  strong  ice 
drift  we  are  having;  however,  we  hope  to  protect  it  sufficiently. 
As  to  the  farms  on  the  manathans,  much  land  is  daily  being  plowed 
everywhere  by  the  farmers.  I  have  strong  hopes  now  that  the 
honorable  directors  after  their  long  waiting  may  at  last  be  relieved 
5 rum  great  expenses,  since  we  shall  be  able  to  deliver  a  number  of 
lasts  of  rye  and  wheat,  raised  from  the  land  here,  thus  meeting 
heavy  charges.  This  present  year  we  shall  be  in  need  of  much 
seed  as  we  are  clearing,  harrowing  and  plowing  much  land.  I 
can  also  not  help  advising  your  honor  of  the  disputes  which  exist 
in  this  small  settlement  of  not  more  than  200  or  300  people. 

Now,  the  director  and  Jan  Ronwnde  are  very  much  embittered 
against  one  another.  Here  all  is  left  to  drift  as  it  will;  they  let 
trade  slip  away  and  do  not  exert  themselves  to  increase  it  either 
by  sloops  or  otherwise,  but  are  very  diligent  in  bringing  exorbitant 
suits  and  charges  against  one  another  and  in  neglecting  the  interests 
and  business  of  the  directors.  The  minister,  Jonas  Michielss,  is 
very  energetic  here  stirring  up  the  fire  between  them;  be  ought 
to  be  a  mediator  in  God's  church  and  community  but  he  seems  to 
»ne  to  be  the  contrary.    The  honorable  directors  hear  nothing  but 

41  Marginal  note  in  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer:  Underneath,  Jan  Latnpo, 
Schout. 

a  V.  R.  B.  Uss  2.  Printed  in  Dutch  in  Oud  Holland,  1890,  8:70-71,  as  Appendix 
to  Mr  de  Rcjvcr's  articles  on  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck. 
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idle  complaints  from  their  subjects;  one  says  this,  the  other  that, 
so  that  in  place  of  the  Company's  servants  looking  after  the  trading, 
some  one  else  in  the  meanwhile  goes  off  with  the  skins. 

The  English  on  the  sloepsbay4**  will  in  the  meantime  drive  us  out 
of  the  trade  since  we  go  to  work  so  slowly  and  are  so  slack  in  our 
business.  The  sloops  lie  idle  and  are  not  sent  out  to  trade,  but 
were  an  injurious  suit  to  be  brought,  people  would  be  quick  enough 
about  it;  the  trade,  which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Com- 
pany and  ought  to  bring  profit,  they  allow  to  go  to  ruin.  While 
we  here  in  this  country  are  pursuing  each  other  with  suits  and  in- 
famous invectives,  the  people  send  the  otters  and  beavers  under 
such  cover  as  may  be,  stored  away  in  their  chests,  from  which  the 
honorable  lords  will  not  be  able  to  draw  much  profit.  Well,  I  am 
no  more  than  a  man,  and  am  grieved  that  I  must  behold  such  things 
as  people  here  so  vexing  each  other.  As  to  your  honor's  land  at 
Fort  Orange,  it  has  been  ploughed  by  your  honor's  farmer  Wolferl 
Gcrritsz  and  I  do  my  best,  since  your  honor  has  also  done  his  best 
to  make  a  man  of  me,  for  which  I  am  most  highly  grateful  to 
your  honor.  I  would  also  recommend  to  your  honor  my  cousin 
dirck  Joosten,  who  is  now  coming  home  as  mate  with  Jan  Brouwcr, 
since  he  is  a  good,  upright  young  man.  As  to  the  specification  of 
the  animals,  that  will  appear  more  fully  from  the  director's  letter, 
but  I  shall  carefully  look  after -your  honor's  affairs  here  that  they 
may  bring  profit  to  your  honor.  By  this  dirck  joosten,  I  send  your 
honor  a  fine  bearskin,  which  your  honor  can  use  in  traveling  and 
boating  or  as  your  honor  sees  fit.  Done,  the  16th  of  September 
1630,  in  New  Netherland  at  the  Manathans,  Fort  Amsterdam. 

Your  honor's  willing  servant, 

sijmon  dircxz  pos 

[Addressed] 

The  worshipful,  wise,  prudent,  honorable  GuUacn  van  Rcnsclacr, 
director  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Am- 
sterdam, 

by  dirck  ioostcn,  with  1  bearskin. 

[seal] 


Xarragansett  Ray,  R.  I. 
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Agreement  between  the  patrcons,  Samuel  Godyn,  Albert  Coen- 
raets  Burgh,  Samuel  Blommaert  and  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer44 

October  1,  16  30 

WITH  A  NOTE  P>v  KILIAEN  VAN  RENSSELAER  OF  MARCH  2,  1639 

» 

In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Amen.  Whereas  we,  the  underwritten, 
are  inclined  to  plant  some  colonies  in  New  Netherland  as  elsewhere 
within  the  limits  of  the  charter  of  the  West  India  Company  accord- 
ing to  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  granted  by  the  Assembly  of 
the  XIX  of  the  said  Company  to  all  participants,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose have  already  had  several  colonics  registered. 

First,  along  the  bay  of  the  South  River  with  the  land  on  the 
west  side  thereof,  which  has  been  bought  for  us  from  the  natives  by 
(iiliis  1 1  onset. 

Secondly,  on  the  east  side  of  the  South  Bay  from  the  mouth  of 
the  bay  {<>  the  narrows  of  the  said  South  River. 

Thirdly,  on  the  Fresh  River  lying  between  the  North  River  and 
the  river  of  Ciccanamcs. 

Fourthly,  along  the  North  River  above  and  below  Fort  Orange, 
on  both  sides  of  the  said  river. 

Fifthly,  the  island  S*.  Marttijn  or  Barbados  among  the  Caribbces. 

And  whereas  we  have  finally  obtained  consent  to  send  some 
people  to  the  islands  of  Tortuga  and  Mdjaguane,  both  lying  to  the 
north  of  the  island  Hispaniola,  and  also  to  furnish  the  French  there 
with  provisions  and  other  necessaries,  everything  conformable  to 
the  respective  registrations  and  consents,  as  appears  from  the  reso- 
lution book  of  the  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam, 
t  here  fore,  regarding  all  these  colonies,  commercial  enterprises  and 
everything  connected  therewith,  we  have  mutually  and  reciprocally 
contracted  and  agreed  with  one  another,  for  ourselves,  our  heirs, 
successors  and  assigns,  as  we  do  contract  and  agree  by  these 
presents  (notwithstanding  any  previous  agreements  or  promises 
which  may  be  to^the  contrary  and  which  we  hereby  expressly  abro- 
gate and  declare  void)  that  henceforth  and  in  the  future,  all  the 
aforesaid  colonies,  enterprises  and  freedoms  and  what  in  any  wise 
depends  thereon,  shall  be  for.  the  advantage,  profit  or  loss  of  ail 
•our  of  us,  hereafter  named,  each  for  one  just  fourth  part,  accord- 
ing to  which  the  ownership,  losses  and  profits,  purchases  and  sales, 

HV.K,  &.M*S,  Letter  Book,  f.6b. 
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expenses,  expenditures,  cargoes,  returns,  cattle,  agriculture,  fisheries 
and  what  in  anywise  depends  thereon,  or  proceeds  therefrom,  shall 
be  reckoned,  with  this  express  stipulation  and  restriction  that  no  one 
of  us  four  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  into  partnership  or  form  a  com- 
pany with  any  one  else  for  similar  purposes,  or  undertake  anything 
for  himself,  without  having  first  communicated  and  fully  disclosed 
the  same  to  these  his  partners,  who  if  'they  think  fit  may  share 
therein  with  him,  each  for  one  fourth  part. 

It  is  further  stipulated  that  the  entire  direction  of  the  work  (both 
now  and  in  the  future)  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  all  four  of  us, 
hereafter  named  (but  that  in  case  of  a  tie  the  presiding  officer  shall 
have  a  double  vote),  and  that  all  affairs  of  importance  which  con- 
cern this  company  in  any  manner  must  first  be  passed  by  resolu- 
tion and  then  entered  in  a  general  resolution  book,  and  to  prevent 
as  much  as  possible  all  disputes,  it  is  agreed  that  all  resolutions 
passed  by  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  have  the  same  effect  as  those 
voted  unanimously.  Samuel  Godijn  shall  preside  first  for  the  term 
of  three  months  from  the  date  hereof,  thereafter  Albcrtus  Coeu- 
raedus  for  the  same  length  of  time,  thereafter  Samuel  Blommaert  as 
above  and  finally  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  for  the  same  period,  so 
that  every  year  each  one  of  us  four  shall  preside  for  three  months. 

Each  one  of  us  four  shah  have  liberty  in  case  of  indisposition 
or  otherwise  to  substitute  another  person  in  his  place,  on  condition 
that  he  cede  to  the  same  ail  his  powers  in  this  company,  none 
excepted,  and  if  he  fails  to  nominate  any  one  during  his  lifetime, 
his  place  shall  be  filled  successively  by  his  nearest  heirs  (sons 
being  preferred  to  daughters  and  brothers  to  sisters). 

All  books,  letters,  papers  and  other  things  of  the  kind  shall  be 
owned  in  common  and  be  kept  in  a  neutral  place  at  the  expense 
of  the  company. 

All  superscriptions  of  letters  and  contracts  shall  be  made  out 
in  our  four  names  in  the  order  above  named,  but  in  case  of  death 
or  substitution  the  last  comer  shall  have  the  last  place,  and  if  in 
course  of  time  a  distinctive  name  be  given  to  the  company,  then 
this  name  instead  of  the  names  of  the  directors,  is  to  be  used. 

It  is  also  agreed  that  a  common  bookkeeper  and  such  other 
servants  shall  be  engaged  at  the  expense  of  the  company  as  shall 
later  be  thought  fit. 

No  one  of  this  company  shall  be  allowed  to  withdraw  his  money 
or  to  presume  to  reap  for  himself  alone  the  benefit  of  his  share  in 
the  returns  or  other  goods,  but  everything  must  be  done  in  the  name 
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of  the  company,  no  one  having  the  right  to  take  anything  for  him 
self.  To  this  end  we  shall  settle  what  each  one  may  take  under 
his  care,  of  which  he  shall  be  commissioner"15  for  such  time  as  shall 
he  voted;  also  that  the  treasurer  shall  pay  nothing  that  is  not  pro- 
vided by  resolution  or  signed  by  order  of  two  partners  and  in  their 
absence  by  the  presiding  officer. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  company  it  is  ag.reed  to  form  a  capital 
of  twenty  thousand  guilders,  that  is  for  each  director's  portion  or 
fourth  share,  five  thousand  guilders,  which  money  must  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  at  such  time  as  shall  hereafter  be 
decided,  and  in  case  any  one  of  us  fail  to  furnish  his  quota  afore- 
mentioned he  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  company  one  month 
after  the  said  date  interest  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  in  sixteen,  and 
if  the  said  delay  should  be  longer  than  half  a  year,  the  person  in 
default  shall  on  pain  of  execution  on  his  share  be  notified  to  make 
prompt  payment,  and  if  within  three  months  from  that  date  said 
payment  is  not  made,  the  company  shall  have  liberty  without  any 
action  at  law  to  sell  his  share  publicly  at  his  charge,  and  to  levy  the 
money  thus  due,  both  capita!  and  interest,  by  execution  on  his  per- 
son and  estate,  movable  as  well  as  immovable,  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, and  the  remaining  directors  shall  have  the  right  to  put  another 
director  in  his  place,  which  may  also  be  done  temporarily  or 
permanently  if  such  place  become  vacant  in  any  other  way.  If 
hereafter  any  one  else  should  be  inclined  to  participate  in  this  com- 
pany and  the  same  be  thought  advisable,  it  must  be  on  the  basis  of 
a  share  in  the  whole,  the  direction  remaining  as  before  exercised  by 
lour  votes  except  that  the  directors  shall  then  draw  from  the 
c>mmon  treasury  for  their  trouble  a  commission  of  one  per  cent 
on  goods  going  out  and  of  two  per  cent  on  goods  coming  in,  as  far 
as  trade  is  concerned,  but  of  the  yearly  revenues,  increase  of  cattle, 
land  and  orchard  fruits  or  crops,  minerals,  pearl  fisheries  and  such 
things  which  appertain  to  the  colonies,  they  shall  receive  five  per 
cent,  that  is  to  say  of  the  net  proceeds  and  not  of  the  gross  proceeds. 
^  hen  it  is  unanimously  resolved  to  distribute  the  proceeds,  the  same 
wall  be  divided  among*  all  the  participants  proportionately,  accord- 
,n£  to  the  amount  of  each  man's  investment,  but  the  said  partici- 
pants shall  have  no  right  to  constrain  the  directors  to  make  such 
''Mribution.  Whereas  the  fiefs  of  the  respective  colonies  afore- 
named must  in  case  of  death  be  renewed  by  the  Chartered  West 
»n<lia  Company  in  the  name  of  a  single  person  in  order  to  pay  the 
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Company,  its  stipulated  fee  after  the  said  person's  death,  wc  have 
agreed,  without  prejudice  to  our  ownership,  right  and  interest  in 
the  said  colonies,  that  Samuel  Godijn  for  himself,  his  heirs,  suc- 
cessors and  assigns,  shall  bear  the  title  of  patroon  of  the  colony  on 
the  west  side  of  the  bay  of  the  South  River  and  give  to  the  same 
and  to  the  places  within  its  jurisdiction  such  names  as  he  shall 
see  fit. 

Albert  Coeuraets  Burgh  shall  on  the  above  conditions  bear  the 
title  of  patroon  of  the  colony  on  the  east  side  of  the  aforesaid  bay 
of  the  South  River. 

In  the  same  way  Samuel  Blomart  of  the  Fresh  River,  the  island 
of  SK  Marti jn  or  Barbados  or  of  such  other  island  as  in  case  of 
refusal  of  any  of  these  he  shall  select  with  common  consent,  which 
privilege  the  others  in  such  case  shall  have  also. 

And  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer  of  the  colony  on  the  North  River 
lying  above  and  below  Fort  Orange  on  both  sides  of  the  said  river. 

Thus  done  and  approved,  after  previous  reading  of  the  decisions, 
and  in  testimony  of  the  truth  four  copies  of  like  tenor  have  been 
made  hereof,  signed  by  each  of  us  with  his  own  hand,  without 
guile  or  deceit,  in  Amsterdam  the  1st  of  October  1630;  and  was 
signed  with  the  several  hands,  S.  Godijn,  S.  blomaert,  K  V  Rens- 
selaer. Underneath  was  further  written  as  follows:  Whereas  Mr 
Albert  us  Conrad]  had  before  this  ceded  me  his  half  and  his  wife 
now  in  his  honor's  absence  neglects  matters  entirely.  I  have  signed 
for  one  fourth,  but  with  this  understanding  that  if  his  honor  on  his 
return  home  thinks  that  lie  sec^  anything  to  his  detriment  herein, 
I  submit  myself  to  the  decision  of  the  aforementioned  three  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  was  signed,  /.  de  Laet. 

I,  Joost  vande  Yen,  imperial  notary  public  ad- 


mitted by  the  Court  of  Holland,  residing  within  the 
city  of  Amsterdam,  declare  hereby  that  this  copy 
written  on  the  five  preceding  and  this  the  sixth 
page  of  paper,  is  the  true  and  complete  copy  of 
its  original,  and  in  witness  hereof  I  have  confirmed 
this  with  my  notarial  signature,  in  Amsterdam  this 
19th  of  April  1634. 


signet 


/;  vande  Veil 
Nots  Pub: 


— -  1634. 
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""'Inasmuch  as  three  of  the  above  mentioned  four  colonies  have 
O'ine  to  an  end,  to  wit,  the  colony  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay  of 
the  South  River  whereof  Samuel  Gcdijn  was  the  patroon  ;  also,  the 
colony  on  the  east  side  of  the  aforesaid  bay  of  which  albcrtus  Coen- 
radus  or  Jchan  dcLaet  was  the  patroon,  both  of  which  colonies  have 
been  sold  and  turned  over  10  the  West  India  Company  ;  third,  the 
colony  on  the  Fresh  River  and  the  island  gf  St.  Marti jn  of  which 
Samuel  bl&mmaeri  was  to  be  the  patroon  but  which  was  not  begun 
at  all ;  there  remains  at  present  of  the  said  four  colonies  only  that  on 
the  North.  River  lying  above  and  below  Fort  Orange  now  named 
Rensselaerswyck,  of  which  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  his  heirs 
are  patroons,  holding,  with  the  purchased  tenth  share  of  the  heirs  of 
Samuel  Godijn  deceased,  five  tenth  shares  or  the  exact  half,  Samuel 
blommacrt  and  ad  am  besseU  each  one  tenth  share,  Jchan  de  laet 
and  47  Mussacrt  in  place  of  Albcrtus  Coenradj  each  one 

tenth  share  and  Jacob  and  hendrick  Trip  together  one  tenth  share. 

This  2i\  of  March  1639  in  Amsterdam. 

[signed]       K  V  Rensselaer 

Registration  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  his  copartners  of  a 
colony  on  Sable  Island4s 

November  7,  1630 

Extract  from  the  resolution  book  at  Amsterdam 
The  7th  of  November  1630.  in  Amsterdam 
Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  for  himself  and  his  copartners,  notifies 
the  Chamber  that  according  to  the  Freedoms  granted  by  the  As- 
sembly of  the  XIX  to  all  the  participants  he  declares  himself  from 
now  on  as  patroon  of  the  island  of  du  Sable,  lying  at  43  or  44 
degrees  north  of  the  line  and  about  the  meridian  of  Cape  Breton, 
intending  to  send  a  colony  thither  on  the  conditions  of  the  aforesaid 
I '"roc  loins. 

1  his  Chamber  has  nothing  against  this  registration  provided  that 
according  to  the  last  resolution  the  same  be  approved  by  the  XIX. 

'  \  >tc  in  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
47  Riaftk  in  Later  Book. 

"  J'.  A\  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.j8b.    Other  copy  in  V.  K.  B.  Mss  33. 
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Registration  of  various  colonies  with  the  Chamber  of 
Middelburg19 

Before  December  21,  1630 

Notice  given  to  the  Chamber  of  Zealand 

Burgomaster  J  oh  an  de  Moor  and  his  partners  in  Tobago 
The  same  on  the  A  mas  ones 
Abraham  vande  per  in  Brebice 
Claude  provost  in  Cajana 
Jan  van  rien  in  Quaro 
jan  vandcr  Goes  in  ipse  quepe1 
Coll2. 

Agreement  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Marinus 
Adriaensz  van  der  Veere51 

January  12,  1631 

Agreement  entered  into  with  Maryn  adriaensen  van  der  Veere,  011 
the  I 2th  of  January  163 1 

On  conditions  and  terms  hereafter  specified,  Kiliaen  van  Rens- 
selaer, as  patroon  of  his  colony  situated  about  Fort  Orange  on  the 
North  River  of  New  Netherland,  on  one  side,  and  Maryn  Ariaens- 
scn  vandcr  Veere,  for  himself  and  his -men,  on  the  other  side,  have 
agreed,  stipulated  and  contracted  regarding  the  sowing,  growing 
and  cultivating  of  tobacco  in  the  aforesaid  region  at  the  places  to 
be  indicated  to  the  said  Martijn  by  the  aforesaid  patroon  or  his 
agents  and  especially  on  the  farm  on  the  north  side  of  the  fort  (if 
the  same  has  not  been  occupied  before  his  arrival  as  the  first  comer 
bas  the  preference)  which  he  began  to  clear  before  his  departure, 
making  it  as  large  again  or  even  larger  by  extending  it  from  but 
not  toward  the  fort.  All  tins  for  the  term  of  three  consecutive 
years,  commencing  at  the  arrival  of  the  said  Marijn  and  his  men  in 
New  Netherland  on  the  farm  aforesaid. 

First,  Maryn  must  equip  and  provide  himself  with  everything  at 
his  own  expense  and  charge,  and  also  here  or  in  that  country  engage 

*•  V.  R.  B.  Mss  33. 

60  Essequebo. 

61  V.  K.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f.j.  An  extract  from  this  agreement  is  found  in 
I\  R.  B.  Mss  j8;  see  p.  674-75- 
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four  persons  to  assist  him  in  the  planting  and  curing  of  the  to- 
bacco, it  being  well  understood  that  he,  Marijn,  or  his  men,  if  they 
have  any  time  to  spare,  must  employ  the  same  for  such,  other  work, 
nothing  excepted,  as  the  patroon  or  his  agents  shall  indicate,  and 
lhat  he  shall  receive  therefor  according  to  the  time  spent  and  for 
his  share  such  wages  as  his  men  have  stipulated.52 

The  patroon  shall  receive  the  just  half  of  all  the  tobacco  which 
Maryn  and  his  men  shah  cultivate,  the  remaining  half  to  be  for 
Maryn,  The  patroon's  half  may  not  be  charged  or  encumbered 
under  any  pretext  of  promises,  claims,  wages  or  other  charges 
which  Maryn  must  liquidate  or  settle,  but  his  men  must  demand 
a.!!-!  recover  from  Maryn  or  his.  share  whatever  has  been  credited 
to  them  by  him. 

The  patroon  shall  be  holden  to  compensate  Marijn  Ariaenssen 
for  one  half  of  the  wages  and  advance  money  which  he  shall 
|>rornise  to  the  aforesaid  four  persons,  provided  that  he  may  not 
engage  any  one  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  pa- 
troon and  that  the  latter  shall  not  be  bound  to  give  Marijn  any  com- 
putation for  his  labor  as  Marin  us  during  the.  term  of  this  agree- 
ment is  not  to  pay  the  patroon  any  rent  for  the  land  or  any  tithes. 
As  to  the  board  of  the  four  persons  for  which  the  patroon  is 
obliged  to  compensate  maryn,  it  is  agreed  that  the  patroon  shall  pay 
his  half  to  Maryn  at  a  reasonable  figure  corresponding  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  price  which  he  shall  demand  for  the  wheat,  butter, 
milk  and  other  things  with  which  he  shall  furnish  Maryn,  in  order 
that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  have  any  ground  for  complaint 
respecting  the  matter. 

Concerning  the  passage  forth  and  back,  the  patroon  shall  do  his 
best  to  obtain  permission  from  the  Company  that  Marijn  and  his 
wiie  and  child  be  taken  over  for  their  board  without  wages,  on 
condition  that  he  perform  ah  sorts  of  ship  duties,  and  if  this  can 
not  be  arranged  Maryn  shall  pay  the  expenses  himself. 

nut  as  far  as  the  four  men  or  any  of  them  are  concerned,  if 
they  can  not  obtain  free  passage  for  their  labor  and  ship  duties, 
the  patroon  must  pay  one  half  thereof  and  marijn  the  other  half. 

Marinis  Adriaensscn  must  buy  four  good  firelocks,  further  axes, 
adze-;,  shovels  and  spades  which  his  men  need  for  their  work;  of 
which  the  patroon  shall  pay  half  the  cost  and  Maryn  see  to  it  that 
they  are  well  kept  and  taken  care  of,  the  same  to  be  divided  half 
and  half  at  the  end  of  the  three  years. 

**  Djcr  -.  oor  genirte mic  nocr  axenant  des  tijts  eudc  roar  syn  quota  soodani'gcn 
SaTa*is  als  het  xolck  bcdov.gcn  heeft. 
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All  the  tobacco  which  Martin  and  his  men  shall  produce,  he  must 
send  hither  and  deliver  into  the  hands  of  the  patroon  or  deliver  to 
his  agent  to  be  sent  hither  by  him ;  Maryn  is  to  pay  no  more  in  the 
way  of  freight  and  expenses  for  his  half  than  the  patroon  shall 
pay  for  the  other  half,  and  on  its  arrival  here  the  patroon  shall 
sell  the  same  for  die  common  benefit  and  pay  to  Marijn  aforesaid 
or  to  his  order  the  just  half  of  the  net  proceeds  over  and  above  the 
expenses  and  advanced  money.  But  if  Maryn  Adriaenssen  should 
be  able  to  sell  any  tobacco  in  that  country  at  a  good  price,  he  must 
render  proper  account  thereof  and  pay  the  patroon  or  his  agents 
promptly  the  just  half  of  the  proceeds.  If  it  is  at  all  convenient 
the  patroon  shall  have  built  for  the  said  Maryn  a  dwelling  of  four 
crossbeams,  36  feet  long  and  14  feet  wide,  also  a  small  boat53 
which  being  once  made  must  be  kept  in  repair  by  Maryn  and  on 
his  departure  be  delivered  by  him  as  he  received  it,  wear  and  tear 
through  hard  use  excepted. 

Marinus  Adriaenssen  and  his  men  must  yearly  make  a  trip  down 
to  the  Manhatas  and  return  thence  without  having  any  right  to 
claim  compensation  therefor,  but  if  they  are  oftener  employed  on 
such  service  they  must  be  paid  accordingly. 

In  case  he,  Marijn,  his  wife,  his  children  or  any  of  his  men  hap- 
pen to  find  any  mines,  minerals,  pearl  fisheries  or  the  like  they 
shall  disclose  the  same  to  no  one  but  their  patroon  or  his  agents, 
who  shall  make  them  a  handsome  present  therefor  according  to 
the  importance  of  the  matter.  They  shall  further  all  submit  them- 
selves to  the  sovereignty  of  the  High  Might}'  Lords  the  States 
General  of  these  United  Netherlands,  to  the  supreme  power  and 
direction  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company  in  general  and  of 
the  aforesaid  Rensselaer  in  particular,  and  to  the  ordinances  and 
regulations  to  be  passed  there  by  them  respectively  in  matters  of 
justice  and  police,  and  be  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  obedience  and 
fidelity,  especially  to  refrain  from  trading,  negotiating  or  carrying 
on  business  there  against  the  order  and  intention  of  the  Company 
and  their  aforesaid  patroon,  whether  in  skins,  sea  wan  or  other 
goods  found  there,  and  not  to  accept  the  same  by  way  of  present  or 
otherwise,  nor  to  take  merchandise  from  here  with  them,  for  them- 
selves or  for  others,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever, on  pain  of  confiscation  and  penalties  fixed  by  the  Company  or 
still  to  be  fixed,  and  furthermore  of  banishment  from v the  colony  a^> 
a  perjurer  and  a  refractory  character,-"4  for  which  he,  Maryn.  must 

lilVcyschuij>nct<;  a  li.^lit  boat  which  c-'<n  be  carried  across  the  fields. 
C1  Als  Meyneedigh  ende  tvederspannich  uyt  dc  Colonic  gestooten  worden. 
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answer  and  stand  responsible  both  tor  himself  and  for  the  afore- 
said four  men  or  ethers  whom  he  may  have  under  his  orders. 
They  are  further  n°t  allowed  to  terminate  this  contract  before  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  of  three  years  (unless  their  patroon 
give  them  permission  to  do  so)  and  contract  with  any  one  else  or 
sow  any  one  else's  fields,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  for  the  benefit  of 
the  aforementioned  Rensselaer  as  patroon,  of  the  whole  amount  of 
his  share  in  the  sowed,  cultivated,  sob!  and  unsold  tobacco  and 
also  to  give  up  at  once  the  lauds,  houses  and  tools,  leaving'  every- 
thing to  be  disposed  of  as  aforesaid  even  if  he  alone  should  have 
paid  for  some  of  them. 

And  in  case  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  four  men  should  leave 
<>r  drop  out,  he  must  fill  his  place  as  quickly  as  possible  with 
another  able  man.  He  must  also  by  every  ship  and  yacht  sailing- 
hither  send  proper  reports  and  accurate  accounts  of  everything  in 
ail  sincerity  without  concealment  or  disposal  of  anything*  at  private 
-ales. 

In  witness  of  the  truth  of  the  above  agreement,  this  is  signed 
■   patroon  and  Maryn  Adriaenssen  with  their  own  hands,  in 
'  resenco  of  the  undersigned  witnesses,  in  Amsterdam,  this 
fifth  of  January  in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty  one. 
Was  signed  in  the  several  hands,  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer,  ma- 
-    lis  Ariaens,  IV.  J^an  Twitter  as  witness. 

Agreement  of  Marinus  Adriaensz  van  der  Veere  with 
Jasper  Ferlyn  van  der  Gouw"'5 

February  ij,  163 1 

)  as  far  Ferlijn  vandcr  Gomv,  living  at  Middclburgh  in  the  Latin 
bchooj  street,  has  bound  himself  unto  and  entered  into  the  service 
•'»<  marinus  Adriaenssen  vandcr  Veer,  to  assist  him  in  the  planting 
•-u  1  cultivating  of  tobacco  or  such  other  work  as  he  may  be  ordered 
to  do  by  the  aforementioned  Maryn  or  in  the  name  of  his  patroon. 
ho  exception  as  to  any  kind  of  work  being  made,  everything  accord- 
ing to  the  order  and  regulations  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Com- 
pany and  the  further  conditions  [of  the  contract]  made  by  the 
"anl  Marinus  Adriaensz  with  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer  as  patroon  of 
the  lands  lying  around  Fort  Orange  on  the  North  River  of  New 
\etherlan4,  during  a  term  of  service  of  three  years,  commencing 

■  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.4. 
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and  ending  as  stated  in  the  said  contract.  The  aforesaid  Iaspar 
ferlyn  shall  receive  n  guilders  a  month,  to  be  paid  annually  and 
shall  receive  cash  before  his  departure,  as  an  advance,  40  guilders 
and  in  addition  10  stivers  a  day  for  wages  from  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary last  to  the  time  of  his  going  on  board.  The  aforesaid  jaspar 
ferlyn  promises  in  addition  to  willing  and  diligent  service,  honestly 
and  faithfully  and  on  forfeiture  of  all  the  wages  to  be  earned  by 
him,  not  to  trade  or  acquire  in  other  ways,  any  beavers,  otters,  or 
other  prohibited  furs,  nor  to  allow  that  the  same  be  dealt  in  with 
his  knowledge  by  anybody  but  those  who  act  on  behalf  of  the 
Chartered  West  India  Company,  also  on  forfeiture  as  above,  not 
to  leave  or  return  before  his  term  of  service  has  expired  without 
express  consent  of  the  aforesaid  his  patroon  or  master,  which  con- 
ditions, this  day  underwritten,  have  been  approved  by  the  afore- 
mentioned Rensselaer  and  signed  by  him,  jasper  ferlyn,  with  his 
own  hand  at  Amsterdam,  this  17th  of  February  163 1.  Was  signed 
in  the  several  hands,  jaspacr  ferlin}  marinas  Adriaens. 

Memorandum  of  similar  agreements  with  Claes  Brunsteyn  van 
Straelsundt,  Jan  Tyaerts  van  Franicker  and  Cornells 
Maesen  van  Buyrmalsen 

May  27,  1631 

The  27th  of  May  i^jr,  these  following  persons  have  further 
been  engaged  for  three  years  on  the  conditions  and  restrictions 
above  written,  under  penalties  and  obligations  as  in  the  preceding 
contract  which  has  been  read  to  them. 

N.  b.  ran       Clacs  Brwisfeyn  van  Straelsundt,  who  shall  receive  8 
away      guilders  a  month  and  before  his  departure,  as  an  advance, 
two  months'  wages  in  hand  paid. 

jehan  Chierts  van  franicker,  who  shall  receive  60  guilders  a  year 
and  12  guilders  in  hand  paid  as  an  advance. 

In  testimony  of  the  truth  they  have  signed  this  in  the  year  and 
on  the  day  above  written.  Was  signed:  the  mark  X  of  Clacs  Brun- 
steyn, Jan  Tyaerts,  Cornells  maesen  van  Buyrmarsen,m  who  shall 

"Intended  for  Buyrmalsen;  see  p.  309.  The  Vytgccf  ende  betalinge,  1630-32,  among 
the  Rcnssclarrs'uyck  Mss,  has  Corns  mascn  'an  buijrmalsen,  not  Cornells  Maasen  van 
Durcn  Maasen,  as  printed  by  O'Callaghan  in  his  translation  of  that  account,  History  of 
New  Netherlands  1:43.0. 

Aug.  19,  160-',  flendrick  Cortielisss  Maessen  and  Marten  Cornelissz  Maesen,  brothers, 
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receive  the  first  year  f(5o,  the  second  year  ijo,  the  third  year  f8o 
and  in  hand  paid  fi2  as  an  advance. 

Certificate  of  purchase  from  the  Indians  of  land  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Hudson  River  between  Beeren  Island  and  Smacks 
Island57 

May  1 63 1 

We,  the  director  and  council  of  New  Netherland,  residing  on  the 
island  Manahatas  and  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United 
Netherlands  and  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber 
of  Amsterdam,  testify  and  declare  hereby,  that  this  day,  date  under- 
written, before  us  appeared  Picter  Minuit,  director,  Bastiqen  Janss 
crol,  commit,  and  Dirck  cornelisz  duysier,  onder-commis  at  Fort 

for  themselves  and  for  Maes  Cornells'  Maessen,  Stijntie  Cornells  Maessen  and  Tobias 
Cornelis?  Maessen,  their  minor  brothers  and  sisters,  all  living  in  the  colony  of  Rensse- 
laerswyck and  children  of  the  late  Cornells  Maessen  and  Catelijntie  Martensz,  who 
died  in  this  country  and  formerly  lived  at  Biteren  Malsscn  in  gclderlant,  execute  a 
power  of  attorney  to  Gerrit  Cornelissz,  living  at  Tricht,  in  Gelderland,  to  receive  an 
inheritance  left  by  their  uncle,  Hendrick  Maessen,  who  died  at  Cutjlenborch. 

On  the  same  day,  Jan  Verbecek,  formerly  councilor  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck, 
and  Cornells  Tlieunisz  Bos,  formerly  magistrate  of  Fort  Orange  and  the  village  of 
Beverwyck,  make  a  joint  affidavit  that  Cornells  Maessen  and  his  wife  diea  about  14 
years  ago  and  were  both  buried  on  the  same  day,  leaving  the  aforesaid  five  children 
over  whom  the  said  Cornells  Theunisz  Bos  and  Theunis  Dircxsz  [van  Vechten],  in- 
habitant of  the  colony,  have  thus  far  been  guardians.  Cornells  Theunisz  Bos  further 
states  that  he  came  to  this  country  in  1636,  in  the  ship  Rensselaerswijck,  in  the  service 
of  the  said  Cornells  Maessen  and  that  he  served  him  for  six  years;  also  that  the  said 
Hendrick  Cornelisz  Maessen  was  born  on  the  said  ship  (see  p.  369  of  this  work)  and 
that  the  other  children  \serc  bom  in  the  colony.  Deeds,  powers  of  attorney,  etc., 
1660-65,  p.  15-17.  22-23,  among  the  Rensselaerswyck  Mss. 

Entries  for  supplies  furnished  to  Cornells  Maesen  in  August  1634  (Account  Book, 
1 634-38,  f.2)  show  that  Cornelis  Maesen  was  in  the  colony  at  that  time.  He  evidently 
returned  to  Holland  at  the  expiration  of  his  contract,  married,  and  then  came  back  to 
this  country  in  1636.  I  lis  second  son,  Marten  Cornelisz,  has  by  Pearson  and  other 
writers  been  confused  with  Swarte  Marten,  or  Black  Marten,  who  from  the  mark  he 
makes  is  readily  identified  with  Marten  Cornelisz  van  Ysselsteyn,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  land  at  Schenectady  in  1663  and  later  one  of  the  settlers  of  Claverack.  This 
Marten  Cornelisz  van  Ysselsteyn  states  in  an  affidavit  of  Oct.  2S,  1660  (Notarial 
Papers,  1:36,  Albany  County  clerk's  office)  that  in  his  youth  he  had  lived  for  many 
years  at  llouten,  in  the  bishopric  of  Utrecht. 

Cornelis  Teunisz  Bos,  mentioned  in  this  note,  is  the  same  person  as  Cornells  Teunisz 
van  Westbroeck.  The  first  reference  to  him  is  found  in  Account  Book,  1634-3S,  among 
the  Rensselacrszvyck  Mss  under  date  of  April  8,  1637,  almost  immediately  after  the 
arrival  of  the  ship  Rensselaerswyck.  Apparently  he  did  not  come  to  this  country  in 
163 1,  as  stated  by  O'Callaghan,  History  of  New  Netherland,  1:434. 

5T  V.  R.  B.  Mss  3,  parchment  33^x38  cm;  and  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  -Book,  t.ib. 
Recorded  without  date  and  names  of  signers  in  Dutch  Patents,  GG,  p.9-11.  Translation 
of  main  body  of  the  instrument  in  Doc.  ret.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  14:2,  which  lias  been 
revised  for  the  present  work. 
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Orange,  and  declared,  that  on  the  j  8th  of  April  last  past58  per- 
sonally appeared  before  them  Papskkenc,  Kemptas,  nancoutamhat, 
and  Sickenosen,  lawful  owners  and  proprietors  of  the  land  called 
Sanchhagag;A)  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  North  River  stretch- 
ing in  length  from  a  little  above  beeren00  Island  up  the  river  to 
Smacks01  Island  and  in  width  two  days'  journey  inland,  acting  for 
themselves  and  de  rata  for  the  remaining  and  all  other  coproprietors 
of  the  same  land,  which  they  in  their  aforesai  1  capacity  voluntarily 
and  advisedly  declared  that  they  had  conveyed,  ceded  and  made 
over,  as  they  did  convey,  cede  and  make  over  in  lawful,  inalienable 
and  free  possession,  by  virtue  and  title  of  sale,  for  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  merchandise,  which  they,  the  grantors,  in  their  aforesaid 
capacity  acknowledged  to  have  received  before  the  passing  of  this 

58  The  i8th  of  April  163T,  according  to  the  date  at  the  end  of  the  document.  Owing 
to  the  absence  of  a  date  at  the  end  of  the  record  of  the  certificate  in  Dutch  Patents, 
GG,  p. 9-1 1,  and  to  the  occurrence,  in  connection  with  the  purchase,  of  the  date  of 
May  1630,  in  Jan  Baptist  van  Rensselaer's  letter  of  Time  10/20,  1678  (O'Callaghan, 
History  of  New  Netherland,  1:125)  and  that  of  April  S,  1630,-  on  the  map  of  Rensse- 
laerswyck  reproduced  in  this  volume,  historical  writers  have  assigned  1630  as  the  year 
of  purchase  of  land  from  Deere n  Island  to  Smacks  Island  and  hence  mentioned  it  as 
the  first  purchase  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Orange.  That  this  is  an  error  and 
that  1 63 1  must  be  considered  as  me  correct  date,  or  in  other  words  that  the  purchase 
was  made  subsequently  to  that  of  Aug.  13,  1630,  described  on  p.  166--69,  may  appear  from 
statements  in  the  letter  to  de  I.aet,  Tune  27,  1632,  and  further  from  the  following  facts: 

1  That  the  original  parchment  certificate  as  well  as  the  contemporaneous  copy  in  the 
patroon's  Letter  Boo!:  have  at  the  end,  first  written  out  in  full  and  then  in  figures, 
the   date  1631. 

2  That  the  certificate  is  recorded  in  Dutch  Patents,  GG,  p.9— 11,  between  a  patent  of 
Nov.  22,  1630  and  one  of  June  3,  16,31. 

3  That  in  the  '"Account  of  the  jurisdictions,  management  and  condition  of  the  ter- 
ritories named  Rens>elaerswyck,"  July  jo,  1634,  printed  on  p.  306-12  of  this  volume,  the 
first  two  purchases  are  referred  to  as  dated  Aug.  13,  1630  and  May  1631. 

4  That  m  a  copy  of  the  memorial  entitled  "  The  Case  of  the  Colony  of  "Rensselaers- " 
wyck  "  delivered  April  27.  1C78.  by  J.  B.  van  Rensselaer  to  the  council  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  in  support  of  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  for  letters 
patent  of  the  colony,  among  the  Renssclacrszuyck  Mss,  the  purchase  of  land  from 
Beeren  island  to  Smacks  Island  is  referred  to  as  dated  in  May  1631. 

5  That  the  preamble  of  the  certificate  of  Aug.  6,  1630  (Doc.  rcl.  to  the  Col.  Hist. 
N.  Y.  14:i— 2  and  Wilson,  Memorial  History  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1:163)  states 
that  Bastiaen  Jansz  Krol,  in  reply  to  a  question  put  by  Wolfert  Gerritsz  said  that 
"  there  was  this  year  [1630]  no  chance  or  means  of  acquiring  any  land,"  and  does  not 
refer  to  any  purchase  of  land  previous  to  the  agreement  of  July  27,  1630,  mentioned 
in    the  certificate. 

6  That  the  inscription  on  the  map  of  Rensselaerswyck  relating  to  the  purchase  of 
land  from  Beeren  Island  to  Smacks  Island  contains  the  words  heeft  Killiaen  fan  Ren- 
seiner  nod:  doen  koopeh  —  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  caused  fur  her  to  be  purchased  — 
indicating  that  the  purchase  was  made  subsequently  to  that  of  Aug.  13,  1630,  which 
interpretation  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  inscription  occurs  on  the  map  to  the 
right  of  that  relating  to  the  purchase  of  July  2S  [Aug.  13],  1630  and  not,  as  in 
O'CaHaghan's  reproduction,  to  the  left. 

60  Cf.  spelling  of  Indian  names  in  Doc.  rcl.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  14:2,  which  agrees 
with  Dutch  Patents,  GG,  p.  9-11. 

c0  Literally,  Bears'  Island,  now  called  Barren  Island. 
51  Now  called  Shad  Island. 
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conveyance,  to  awl  for  the  behoof  of  the  Hon.  Kiliau  van  Reiiselaer, 
absent,  for  whom  they  accepted  it  under  proper  stipulations,  to  wit, 
the  aforesaid  land  with  all  the  interests,  rights  and  jurisdiction 
belonging  to  them,  the  grantors,  in  their  capacity  aforesaid,  they, 
the  grantors,  constituting  and  substituting  the  aforesaid  grantee  in 
their  place,  stead,  real  and  actual  possession  thereof,  and  at  the 
same  time  giving  to  and  conferring  on  the  aforesaid  Hon.  Rens- 
selaer or  whoever  may  after  him  obtain  his  interests,  full  and  abso- 
lute power  and  command,  tanquam  Procurator  in  rem  Propriam  to 
enter  upon,  peaceably  possess,  occupy,  plant,  use  and  cultivate  the 
said  land,  and  therewith  and  thereof  to  do,  act  and  dispose,  as  his 
honor  would  do  with  his  own  and  other  lawfully  acquired  lands  and 
estates,  without  the  grantors  in  their  capacity  aforesaid  retaining,  re- 
serving or  holding  therein  and  in  any  of  it  any  part,  right,  interest  or 
authority  in  the  least,  whether  of  possession,  command  or  jurisdic- 
tion but  were  now  and  forever  fully  and  finally  yielding  and  re- 
nouncing it  for  the  behoof  aforesaid;  further  promising  not  only 
forever  to  hold  fast  and  irrevocable,  to  observe  and  fulfil  this  their 
conveyance  and  whatever  may  be  done  by  virtue  thereof,  but  also  to 
deliver  and  hold  the  said  quantity  of  land  against  every  one  free 
from  claims,  challenges,  encumbrances  and  pretensions  which  any 
one  may  hereafter  make  to  it,  and  also  to  have  this  sale  and  transfer 
approved,  ratified  and  acknowledged  as  valid  by  the  remaining 
represented  coproprietors,  all  according  to  law,  in  good  faith,  with- 
out guile  or  deceit.  In  witness  hereof  this  has  been  confirmed 
with  our  usual  signatures  and  the  pendant  seal.  Done  as  aforesaid 
on  the  island  Manahatas  and  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  this  °-  May. 
Anno  xv jc  thirty-one. 
[signed]    Peter  Minuit,  D. 

bastijaen  Jans.z  crol 

Dirck  Cornelissen 

pieter  Bijlvelt: 

Jan  Lampo,  schout 
■  Reyner  Harmensen 

Jan  Jansz  ineyndz 

To  my  knowledge,  as  vice 
secretary  in  the  absence  of  the 
secretary,  Jan  ran  Romund, 
this        May  1631 

[signed]  -  Lcnacrt  Cole,  Vice 
Secretary 


J  Wank  in  original. 
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Extract  from  minutes  of  Chamber  cf  Amsterdam.  Request  of 
Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  for  transportation  of  Marinus  Ad- 
riaensz  van  dcr  Veere  and  others03 

May  1 6,  163 1 

Copy 

Extract  from  the  [register  of]  resolutions  of  the  assembly  of  the 
directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

Friday  the  1 6th  of  May,  163 1 
Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  notifies  the  Chamber  that  he  has  engaged 
in  his  service  for  farming  as  well  as  tobacco  planting  in  his  colony 
on  the  North  River  near  Fort  Orange,  Marinus  Adriaenssz  vander 
Veere,  with  five  or  six  other  persons  for  his  assistance,  and  as  the 
same  are  mostly  experienced  seamen  he,  Rensselaer,  requests  that 
the  said  Marinus,  with  his  wife,  child  and  the  aforesaid  men,  may  be 
rent  over  in  the  ship  of  the  Company  for  their  board,  without  re- 
ceiving any  wages,  as  according  to  the  resolution  of  this  Chamber 
many  men  will  have  to  come  over  from  there :  further,  that  he 
has  entered  into  contract  with  eight  or  ten  farmers  to  send  them 
over  with  some  calves,  if  he  is  allowed  to  transport  them  also  by 
the  said  ship  on  proper  payment  of  their  board.  Requesting  hereon 
resolution  of  this  Chamber. 

Underneath  was  written:  Agrees  with  the  aforesaid  register. 
And  was  signed:  Jacob  Hamel  S 

Agrees  with  its  original 
Quod  attestor  infrascriptus 
[signed]    /;  vande  Ven 
Nots  Pubcus;  ss". 

A0:- -—  /  634. 
4.  ^ 


V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Bonk,  f.39. 
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Extract  from  minutes  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam.  Request 
of  Marinus  Adriaensz  van  der  Veere  for  permit  to  go  to  New 
Netherland  and  action  on  this  request  and  that  of  Kiliaen 
van  Rensselaer  of  the  i6th,M 

May  19,  163 1 

Copy 

Extract  from  the  register  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  assembly  of 
the  directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Am- 
sterdam 

Monday,  the  19th  of  May,  1631 
Marinus  Adriaensen  vander  Veere,  engaged  by  Confrater  Rens- 
selaer for  the  colony  on  the  North  River,  requests  a  permit  to  cross 
over  to  New  Netherland  in  the  ship  that  goes  thither,  in  conformity 
with  the  notification  of  Mr  Rensselaer  on  the  16th  instant.  It  is 
granted  that  the  said  Marinus,  with  five  or  six  other  persons  shall 
go  across  and  have  their  board,  on  condition  that  they  do  regular 
ship  duty  like  sailors;  for  the  wife  and  child  board  shall  be  paid, 
while  Air  Rensselaer  agrees  to  guarantee  that  five  or  six  seafaring 
men  shall  return  from  there,  so  that  this  ship  suffer  no  incon- 
venience, or  if  no  other  men  return,  Mr  Rensselaer  is  to  pay  the 
board  of  the  five  or  six  persons  who  go  over.  The  farmers  and 
calves  mentioned  in  the  request  will  be  sent  over  on  payment  of 
board  and  food,  if  there  is  room  in  the  ship.  Underneath  was 
written:  Agrees  with  the  aforesaid  register.  And  was  signed: 
Jacob  Hanicl  S 

Agrees  with  its  original 
quod  attestor  infrascripUis 
[signed]    /:  vande  Vcn 
Nots  Pubcus:  ssu. 
21. 

A0:  -—I  634. 
4- 


**  V  R.  B.    Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.39b. 
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Agreement  between  Kill  a  en  van,  Rensselaer  and  Andries 
Christensz  and  others  05 

July  2,  163 1 

Andries  cristcnsen,  At  the  rCQUCSt  of  AvAl'lCS  CllHstcilSSCIl  VClll  VlcC- 
Laurens  Laurensen,  x 

Barcnt  tomsen,        to*67  40  years  of  age.  Laurens  Laurenss  van  Cop- 

Scandinavians,  6*  ,  '  t  ._ 

2  July  1631  pcnhagen,  36  years  of  age,  and  Barcnt  I  homssen 

ran  HeijligesoiiiGS,  22  years  of  age,  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer,  in  his 
capacity  as  patroon  of  his  colony  situated  above  and  below  Fort 
Orange  on  the  North  River  of  New  Netherland,  has  agreed  and  con- 
tracted with  the  aforesaid  persons  for  the  term  of  three  years,  com- 
mencing on  their  arrival  in  that  country,  with  the  condition  that 
the  contract  is  binding  on  them  for  the  said  term  of  three  years 
but  that  the  said  Rensselaer  may  terminate  it  whenever  it  pleases 
him.  First  regarding  the  transportation  of  the  said  persons,  Rens- 
selaer having  obtained  from  the  Chartered- West  India  Company, 
Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  the  privilege  of  transporting  seafaring  men 
for  their  board  without  wages  on  condition  that  they  do  proper  ship 
duty,  Laurens  Lauresa,  Barcnt  Theuniss  and  all  seafaring  men  ac- 
cept the  same,  but  Andries  Christens.::  not  being  a  seafaring  man 
must  pay  out  of  his  wages  six  stivers  a  day  for  board.  As  to  the  re- 
turn voyage,  the  said  Rensselaer  promises  to  exert  himself  likewise, 
without  being  further  responsible  in  the  matter,  to  have  them  come 
hither  at  the  least  expense,  whether  their  term  of  service  has  ex- 
pired or  whether  he  chooses  to  order  them  to  come  home.  Arriv- 
ing there  with  God's  help,  they  shall  betake  themselves  at  the  first 
opportunity  and  at  their  own  expense  to  Fort  Orange,  to  settle  either 
on  the  mill  creek01  or  opposite  the  fort  on  the  east  side  of  the  North 
River,  where  there  is  also  a  good  waterfall7"  and  build  their  houses 
in  the  lightest  fashion  on  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  said  places, 
and  on  no  other  without  consent;  further  to  erect  a  suitable  sawmill, 
which  can  saw  wood  of  40  feet  or  at  least  33  feet  long,  towards 

64  V.  R.  B.  Afsi,  Letter  Bool:,  i.+h.  An  extract  of  this  agreement  is  also  found  in 
V.  R.  B.  Mss  38;  see  p.  675.  The  date  is  there  given  as  June  2,  1631;  the  name  lure 
spelled  Thonissen  appears  as  thomasscn. 

w'  Noarmanncn;  a  term  usually  confined  to  natives  of  Norway,  when  not  referring  to 
the  ancient  Scandinavians  or  Norsemen,  hut  also  used  in  a  wider  sense,  as  here,  where 
a  native  of  Copenhagen  is  included, 

CT  Fleckefo;  an  island  off  the  south  const  of  Norway,  3  miles  south  of  Christiansand. 

,,s  Ilcllesund ;  on  the  south  coast  of  Norway,  in  the  vicinity  of  Flcckerd. 

ra  Mculcnkili ;  here  referring  to  the  Normans  Kill. 

T0  The  waterfall  on  ti  e  Mill  (  reek,  in  Greenhush,  in  the  present  city  of  Rensselaer. 
Like  the  Normans  Kill,  the  Mill  Creek  is  in  the  early  documents  commonly  referred  to 
as  the  meulrnkil,  or  molcnkil. 
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which  he,  Rensselaer,  shall  pay  one  half  of  the  hardware  and  the 
tools  which  they  need  therefor  and  must  take  with  them  from  here, 
ami  they  the  other  half,  for  which  he,  Re)issclaer,  shall  furnish  them 
the  money  in  advance.  They  promise,  all  four71  of  them,  to  erect  the 
-aid  mill  within  the  space  of  three  months  and  when  it  is  finished, 
they  may  hew  the  largest,  finest  and  best  oak  trees  standing  in  the 
entire  colony  of  the  said  Rensselaer  and  for  seven  leagues  next  ad- 
joining and  bring  the  same  to  the  place  where  the  sawmill  stands  in 
order  to  saw  therefrom  suitable  ship  planking,  gunwale  timber  or 
such  other  timber  as  he,  Rensselaer,  shall  direct  or  they  in  the  ab- 
sence of  directions  shall  deem  lit.  The  mill  being  made,  the  logs  cut, 
brought  to  the  mill  and  sawed,  one  half  thereof  shall  belong  to  the 
said  Rensselaer  and  the  other  half  to  the  four  of  them,  the  same  to  be 
shipped  hither  with  the  most  convenient  speed  at  the  joint  expense 
of  both  parties,  provided  that  Rensselaer  shall  not  charge  the  men 
more  for  freight  and  other  expenses  than  he  will  have  to  pay  him- 
self ;  and  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  timber  here  in  this  country  over 
and  above  expenses,  one  halt  shall  go  to  him,  Rensselaer,  and  the 
other  half  shall  be  paid  to  the  aforesaid  persons  or  those  having  their 
right  and  title,  but  first  and  above  all,  deduction  must  be  made  of  the 
sums  advanced  by  him,  promised  or  paid  for  them  personally,  in 
return  for  which  he,  Rensselaer,  promises  to  provide  such  board  for 
the  said  four  persons  as  is  customary  in  that  country  or  else,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  pay  100  guilders  a  year  for  each  of  the  four  persons 
amounting  together  to  400  guilders  a  year,  so  that  Rensselaer  shall 
provide  their  board  as  above  and  they  shall  faithfully  and  diligently 
do  their  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Rensselaer  or  his  agents 
and  each  side  receive  one  half  of  the  profits  after  deduction  of  all 
expenses  as  above. 

Rensselaer  also  agrees  to  pay  in  hand  to  each  of  them  the  sum  of 
20  guilders  to  be  deducted  from  the  board  or  100  guilders  a  year 
which  he  must  pay  to  each  of  them  and  to  An  dries  kristensen  the 
sum  of  40  guilders,  besides  the  advances  for  hardware,  millstone 
and  what  is  further  required  for  the  building  of  the  said  saw  and 
grist-mill,  on  condition  that  the  amount  be  hereafter  again  deducted 
and  retained  as  above. 

And  inasmuch  as  they  are  al^o  to  make  a  grist-mill  in  connection 
with  the  said  sawmill,  they  shall  also  be  entitled  to  one  half  of  what 
is  earned  therewith  ( deducting  the  expenses  of  grinding). 

In  case  the  said  Rensselaer,  as  patroon,  or  his  agents  need  the 

1  'I  bus  iti  the  Letter  Booh,  though  hut  three  persons  are  named. 
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aforesaid  four  persons  or  any  of  them  in  his  private  service,  they 
must  let  themselves  be  employed  for  all  sorts  of  work,  whether  farm- 
ing, house  carpentering,  felling  of  logs,  burning  of  pilch  and  tar, 
or  whatever  it  may  be,  nothing  excepted,  at  15  stivers  a  day  besides 
board,  which  they  have  m  addition  as  above,  provided  that  Rensselaer 
shall  enjoy  one  half  ci  the  aforesaid  wages  of  15  stivers. 

If  Rensselaer  or  his  agents,  after  the  mill  is  built,  should  have  any 
wood  brought  to-be  sawed,  they  must  do  this  at  20  stivers  for  100 
feet  in  length  by  one  foot  in  breadth,  and  for  wider,  shorter  or 
longer  boards  accordingly,  on  condition  that  Rensselaer  shall  re- 
ceive one  half  thereof  as  above. 

Regarding  the  boards,  beams  or  planks  which  they  may  have  in 
stock  and  which  Rensselaer  may  need  for  his  other  work,  he  shall 
be  allowed  to  take  these  by  paying  them  one  half  of  the  price  ordi- 
narily paid  by  the  skippers  in  Norway. 

If  these  people  sow,  mow  or  plant  any  land,  or  catch  any  game  or 
fish,  one  half  [of  the  product]  shall  go  to  them  and  the  other  half 
go  to  Rensselaer,  or  be  deducted  from  the  100  guilders  for  board. 

During  the  period  of  this  agreement,  each  one  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  other,  as  Rensselaer  is  dealing  with  them  jointly  but  not  will- 
ing to  deal  or  to  keep  accounts  with  each  in  particular. 

In  case  any  one  of  them  should  happen  to  rind  or  to  discover  any 
mines,  minerals,  pearl  fisheries  or  anything  of  the  kind,  he  shall  dis- 
close the  same  to  no  one  but  the  patroon  or  his  agent,  who  shall 
make  them  a  handsome  present  for  the  'same  according  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  matter.  They  shall  further  under  the  sovereignty  of 
the  High  Mighty  Lords  the  States  General,  all  submit  themselves  to 
the  authority  of  the  directors  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company 
in  general  and  of  the  aforesaid  Rensselaer  as  their  patroon  in  partic- 
ular, and  observe  all  the  ordinances  and  regulations  to  be  passed 
there  by  them  respectively  in  matters  of  police  and  justice,  and  be 
obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  obedience  and  fidelity,  especially  to  re- 
frain from  trading,  negotiating  or  carrying  on  business  there  against 
the  order  and  intention  of  the  Company  and  their  aforesaid  patroon, 
whether  in  skins,  seawan  or  other  goods  found  there,  and  not  to  ac- 
cept the  same  by  way  of  present  or  otherwise,  nor  to  take  merchan- 
dise from  here  with  them  for  themselves  or  for  others,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  on  pain  of  confiscation  and 
penalties  fixed  by  the  Company  or  still  to  be  fixed,  and* furthermore 
of  banishment  from  the  colony  as  perjurers  and  refractory  charac- 
ters for  which  they  all  together  in  common  and  each  one  in  particu- 


"  f*  0%^&J^*Jy  '  H  «>V*t>v1r9f  CdTflvTtJ7  y^rrhfj^  Va~K  ;^c*>v.V  


-t—-^~Xri<-'*yrv-*   imnnrr  vnp-Tjxrin  j->^*^rr; 


Notarial  copy  of  extract  from  minutes  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  of 

the  West  India  Company,  July  7,  1631 
From  V.RlB.Mss,  Letter  Bonk,  1.40b.    3/5  of  original  size 
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lar  for  himself  and  the  others,  bind  themselves  to  answer  and  stand 
responsible. 

They  shall  further  not  be  allowed  to  contract  with  any  one  else  or 
to  enter  any  one  else's  service,  on  forfeiture  of  this  entire  agree- 
ment to  the  benefit  of  the  said  patroon,  each  one's  share  in  the  mill, 
in  the  hewn  and  sawed  timber  and  what  may  in  any  way  belong  to 
them,  to  be  forfeited  and  left  to  be  disposed  of  as  above,  and  in  case 
one  or  more  of  the  aforewritten  persons  should  leave  or  drop  out, 
the  remaining  ones  must  fill  the  places  as  quickly  as  possible  with 
other  suitable  persons  and  by  every  ship  and  yacht  sailing  hither 
send  proper  reports  and  accurate  accounts  of  everything,  in  all  sin- 
cerity without  concealment.  In  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the  above 
agreement,  this  is  signed  by  the  patroon  and  the  persons  aforesaid 
with  their  own  hands,  in  Amsterdam,  this  second  of  July  of  the 
year  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  signed  with  the  several 
hands  the  X  mark  of  Andries  kristcnscri,  the  X  mark  of  Laurens 
Laurensz,  X  Berent  Thonisz,  kiliaen  van  Rensselaer.  Underneath 
was  written:  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  charged  with  the  board  of  An- 
dries kristenssen,  due  to  him  for  transportation  nine  guilders. 

Extract  from  minutes  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam.  Request 
of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  for  permission  to  send  over  to 
New  Netherland  colonists  and  animals  and  granting  of 
same72 

July.  7>  1631 

Copy 

Extract  from  the  resolution  book  of  the  honorable  directors  of  the 
Chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

Monday,  the  7th  of  July  163 1,  in  Amsterdam 

Appeared  before  the  meeting,  Mr  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  who  re- 
quested that  he  be  permitted  to  send  over  by  the  ship  d'eendracht 
some  colonists  and  eight  or  10  calves,  namely : 

Cornells  Gerritssz  van  flecker 

Laurens  Lourenssz  van  Coppenhagen 

Barent  thonissz  van  Heiligesondt 

Clacs  Brunsteyn  van  Straelsondt 

A)idries  Christcnssz  van  flecker 
In  regard  to  which  it  was  decided  first  to  hear  the  skipper,  who 
declares  that  lie  will  do  all  he  can,  whereupon  his  honor's  request  is 
granted,  on  condition  that  the  skipper  in  case  he  should  be  incon- 


"  V.  R.  D.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.4ob. 
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venienced  thereby,  may  throw  them  overboard  or  allow  them  to  be 
eaten,  without  thereby  obliging  the  Company  to  give  any  compen- 
sation. Underneath  was  written:  Agrees  with  the  aforesaid  reso- 
lution book.    And  was  signed:  Jacob  Hamel. 

Agrees  with  its  original 
quod  attestor  infrascriptus 
[signed]  /:  vande  Vcn 

Nots  Pubcus:  ssil. 
21. 

A°:  J634. 

4- 

Names  of  colonists  sailing  in  de  Eendracht73 

Copy 

Names  of  persons  who  will  sail  for  New  Netherland  in  the  ship 
d'Eendracht'4  for  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer  for  his  colony  near 
Fort  Orange,  according  to  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  May 
last 

Marimis  Ariaens  vander  Veere,  with  his  wife  and  one  child 
J  as  par  ferlijn  van  Middclburgh 
Jan  Chierts  van  franicker 
Cornells  Maesen  van  Buijrmaclscn 
These  have  before  this  been  put  on  the  roll 
Further 

absent  Corn  el  is  G  everts  van  flecker 

Laurens  Laurens  van  Coppcnhagen 
Bar  cut  tJwnis  van  Hcijlige  Sont 
absent  Claes  Brunsteyn  van  Straelsont 
absent  Andries  Cliristcnssz  van  flecker 
Further,  there  are  eight  or  10  calves  to  be  sent  over,  according  to 
the  foregoing  resolution,  which  he  shall  provide  with  food. 

«  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.40. 

«  The  Unity.  * 
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Memoranda  of  payments  to  colonists  and  for  tools  sent  by 
them75 

July  9,  1631,  or  later 


5  Jubr   Paid   to   An  dries 

Kristensz  16  RD  @  50  st 

Item,  to  Lour  ens  Loc- 

rcnsz  8  RD  @  50  st 

also  to  Laurens  Lau- 

rcnsz  2  RD  @  50  st 

Item,  to  Be  rent  tlionisc  8  RD  @  50  st 
also  to  Berent  tlwnisz  2  RD  @  50  st 


f40 : — 
{20 : — 


f  5 

120 

f  5 


•f  pietcr 
Jans? 


lubber t 
tomessen 


9  July  to  Laurens 


1  RD  @  50  st 


Herewith  are  sent  the  following  tools : 

2  small  millstones  bought  of  Heu- 

dricsz  opde  Camp,  cost 
1  iron    shaft    for   a  sawmill, 

weight  36  lb,  at  6  st  a  lb     f  10  :16 
4  cant-hooks  at  iy/2  a  piece      £14:  o 
for  barge  freight  f — :  8 

1  iron   shaft    for   a  sawmill, 

weight  155  lb,  at  6  st  a 

pound 

freight 


fgo : — 
f  2:10 

£92:10 


120:  5 


total  f2! 


146  :io 
f— :i2 


*  Sij- 


1  rope  and  one  hawser  of  fine 
Rys,™  weight  155  lb,  at  3  st 
10  pence  a  pound,  amounts 
to  128:  2  U     ,    (  s 

3  m7G  lines,  at  8  st  a  piece  f  1:  4  total  *39:  0 
1  pktmb  line  at  f  2  : —  i 

17  lb  sail  yarn  to  make  nets  of, 

8:ioJ 


at  10  st  a  lb 


f 


y.R.l3.  Mss,  Later  Book,  f.6.    The  items  of  this  account  occur  also  in  a  docu- 
titl  among  the  Renssehicrszcyck  Mss  printed  in  O'Callaghan's  History  of  New  Nether- 
/<>■•/.  1:429-3.2. 

Apparently  rice,  but  possibly  Rize  flax,  from  Rize,  or  Rizah,  Asiatic  Turkey. 
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of 

lacques 
S pter- 
in ck 
bore 
maker 


of 

Laurens 
Laurensen 


I 

ripsaw,77  sharpened,  6  ft  long  f4 

polished      handsaws  with 

handles 

12 

.  1 1 

2  drawing  knives,  fi  :2 ;  2  large 

onffr^rc    f  1  *o  i 
dll^Ci  b    1  1  .J,  IUlciI 

12 

4 

la:  ct,         Ji-  iutl    LluoClo  WILLI 

handles  • 

fi 

9 

1 

gouge  with  handle,  10  st,  4 

large  and  2  small  files 

fi 

:  8  ► 

5 

Norse78  hies  t*2  :8  ;  79  a 

piece  f2  :is,  total 

fs 

3 

4 

hatchets  at  f6  ;  4  adzes  12:18 

total 

f8:i'8 

1 

hammer  hatchet  fo  :i4st ;  1 

hammer  6  st 

fi 

1 

jack  plane  and  1  block  plane 

with  bits 

fi 

4  > 

6  augers  to  use,  at  30  st  a  piece 


>  total  {27:17 


f  9:- 

fi69 :4 


Inventory  of  stock  on  farm  No.  3,  island  of  Manhattan80 

January  1,  1632 

Inventory  of  the  animals  on  the  farm  of  Pieter  Pietersz  Bylvelt  in 

the  year  1632 

2  old  mares  with  celt 

1  young  ditto,  two  years  old 

6  milch  cows 

2  heifers  of  the  year  1629 

I  heifer  calf  of  the  year  1631 

3  bu1l  calves  of  ditto 

I  new  wagon  with  iron  tires 

3  plows  with  their  belongings 

7  young  pigs,  four  months  old 

4  old  hogs 

1  ditto  hog  for  provision  for  (he  farm  hands 

I  hog  killed  four  days  ago  for  the  same  purpose 

about  7  morgens  of  seeding 


"  Kloof  sacgh. 
"  noorJse. 

•9  Apparently  a  word  left  out. 

80  V.  R.  H.  hUs,  Letter  Book,  f.24b. 
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i  barrack  with  seed  inspected  l>\  Wolff ert  Gcrritsz,  Barent 
Dircksz  and  Tennis  Sc  hip  per,  containing  90  schepels  of 
rye  and  wheat 

These  aforesaid  animals  were  inventoried  by  the  council  on  the 
first  of  January  163?. 

And  r  ics  Hud  den 

Contract  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Gerrit  Theusz 

de  Reuxsl 

June  ij,  J 632 

Contract  made  and  entered  into  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  as  pa- 
troon  of  his  colony  (named  Rensselaerswyck,  situated  on  the 
river  Mauritius  or  North  River  of  New  Netherland,  above  and 
below  Fort  Orange  and  on  both  sides  of  the  said  river),  with 
Gerrit  Teeusen  de  reux,  as  farmer  of  a  farm  to  be  established 
on  the  Fort  Orange  side  near  the  fourth  creek  now  called 
Blonunaerts  kit,82  situated  above  or&3  to  the  north  of  Fort 
Orange,  this  15th  of  June  in  the  year  1632  in  Amsterdam 

29  years  old5*  First  the  aforesaid  Gerrit  de  Reux  shall  bind  himself 
by  oath  and  on  forfeiture  of  his  stipulated  wages  and  the  goods 
which  he  may  have  in  that  country  that  neither  he  nor  his  men  shall 
trade  in  prohibited  furs,  especially  of  otters  or  beavers,  or  obtain  the 
same  by  way  of  present  or  other  means  without  express  consent 
from  the  West  India  Company  and  his  aforesaid  patroon. 

The  patroon  shall  furnish  Gerrit  de  Reux  aforesaid,  out  of  the 
animals  which  he  has  in  that  country  if  they  are  still  alive  and  to  be 
had: 

four  horses,  if  it  is  possible  the  same  which  Gerrit  aforenamed 

used  before 
also  three  cows  as  above 
also  two  heifer  calves  as  above 
also  four  sows  as  above 
The  aforesaid  de  Reux  shall  further  do  his  best  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  smiths  and  the  carpenters  of  the  Company  that  the 
a  foresaid  house  may  at  the  very  first  opportunity  be  erected,  roofed 

M       R.  B.  Uss,  Letter  Book,  f.u.    Extract  in  V.  R.  B.  Mss  3S:  see  p.  675-76. 

Mvvimacrts  kil  appears  on  the  map  of  kensse!aer.s\vyck  reproduced  in  this  work  as 
J'*  fot»rtb  cretk  north  of  Eort  Orange,  at  a  distance  of  ahout  i5  miles  from  the  fort. 

distance  seems  to  identify  Blomnuicrts  kil  with  the  present  Patroons  Creek,  which 
«l  a  later  date  is  referred  to  as  the  fifth  creek. 
M"aud"  in  the  extract  in  V.  R.  B.  Mss  38. 

Marginal  note  in  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

13 
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and  surrounded  by  wooden  palisades.  Also  that  he  may  be  provided 
with  wagon  and  plow  by  the  wheelwright. 

And  what  he  thinks  can  not  be  obtained  in  that  country,  he  shall 
buy  here  at  the  expense  of  the  patroon,  taking  care  on  the  voyage 
over  that  the  purchased  goods  shall  be  well  kept.  On  the  ship  he 
shall  with  his  men  look  after  the  calves  which  the  patroon  shall  send 
thither  by  the  ship  on  which  he  is  to  sail. 

Further,  the  aforesaid  Gcrrit  shall  be  bound  to  engage  here  a 
good  farm  servant  and  a  boy  at  the  expense  of  die  patroon,  and  on 
his  arrival  there  still  another  servant  shall  be  added  if  possible.  The 
patroon  shall  pay  the  wages  and  board  of  the  servants  and  boy  till 
the  first  of  May  1634  and  shall  pay  him,  Gcrrit  dc  Reux,  180  guil- 
ders a  year,  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  that  country  till  the  first 
of  January  1634.  Ail  the  crops  and  increase  of  live  stock,  likewise 
milk  and  butter  and  all  otiier  profits  till  the  first  of  January  1634 
shall  therefore  be  for  the  behoof  of  the  patroon. 

After  the  first  of  January  1634,  Gcrrit  dc  Reux  shall  obtain  out 
of  the  aforesaid  stock  four  horses,  four  cows,  two  heifers  and  so 
many  sheep  and  hogs  as  he  can  raise  and  this  on  the  following  con- 
ditions, for  four  years,  without  leaving  the  service  in  the  meantime 
on  forfeiture  as  above;  and  from  that  time  on,  he  shall  no  longer 
receive  wages.  The  wages  and  board  of  the  laborers,  boy  and  the 
house  servants  from  the  first  of  May  1634,  and  also  all  other  ex- 
penses whatever  they  may  be  called,  as  well  as  the  damage  and  loss 
of  live  stock,  wear  and  tear  of  wragons  and  plows,  in  short  anything 
and  everything,  from  the  first  of  January  1634  on,  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  common  fruits,  products,  milk,  butter,  cheese  and  increase 
of  stock;  and  of  the  surplus  one  half  shall  be  for  the  aforesaid  pa- 
troon and  the  other  half  for  the  aforenamed  Gcrrit  dc  Reux,  it 
being  understood  that  the  increase  of  the  stoek  shall  be  reserved  for 
the  patroon  on  condition  that  he  may  compensate  the  said  Gcrrit 
for  the  same  at  the  rate  fixed  heretofore  by  the  West  India  Com- 
pany. Every  two  years  an  inventory  of  the  stock  shall  be  taken  and 
for  one  half  of  what  shall  be  found  above  the  four  horses,  four 
cows  and  two  heifers,  gcrrit  dc  Reux  shall  as  above  receive  com- 
pensation, the  patroon  having  however  the  privilege  of  taking  the 
said  increase  for  himself  or  not,  and  if  there  be  less  than  the  above 
number,  the. aforesaid  dc  Reux  must  try  to  raise  so  many  that  lie 
reaches  that  number  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  an)'  profit  till  the 
said  number  is  again  complete. 

-The  aforesaid  de  Reux  -hall  raise  as  many  sheep  and  hogs  as  pos- 
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>ible,  and  of  what  he  sells  thereof  one  half  the  proceeds  shall  go  to 
the  patroon  and  the  other  half  to  himself. 

Of  the  winter  wheat  which  is  to  he  sown  in  the  fall  of  1633,  one 
half  shall  he  for  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  G err it  de  Rcux  on  con- 
dition that  the  last  year  he  deliver  to  the  patroon,  first  of  all,  as 
much  grain  as  he  received  the  first  year. 

As  to  the  butter,  cheese,  grain  and  other  products  which  he  may- 
have  on  hand  the  first  of  January  1634,  the  same  shall  be  appraised 
and  accounted  for  to  the  patroon  out  of  the  common  expenses. 

Concerning  the  passage  over,  the  patroon  shall  urge  as  much  as 
possible  that  Gerrit  aforesaid  may  receive  the  wages  of  a  boatswain, 
but  if  this  can  not  be  arranged  they  must  both  see  what  they  can 
do  about  the  passage. 

But  the  patroon  shall  pay  the  board  of  the  servants  during  the 
passage. 

Gerrit  dc  Reu.v  aforenamed  shall  also  cause  the  yearly  manure  to 
he  distributed  over  the  land  in  the  most  advantageous  manner,  with- 
out wasting  it. 

The  patroon  shall  provide  the  aforesaid  dc  Rcux  with  two  good 
firelocks,  on  condition  that  each  pay  half. 

Thus  done  and  passed  in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  and  for  all  that 
is  a  fore  written,  the  said  de  Rcux  pledges  and  binds  all  his  personal 
possessions,  movable  and  immovable,  present  and  future,  none  ex- 
cepted, subjecting  the  same  to  the  execution  of  all  the  honorable 
courts  and  judges;  in  witness  whereof  it  is  signed  by  him  on  the 
15th  of  June  1632,  new  style. 

[signed]  The  mark  X  of  Gerrit  J 'ecu sen  dc  reuse 

Memoranda  of  the  engagement  of  certain  farm  laborers85 

[June  15,  163??] 

i  he  following  persons  have  been  engaged  as  farm  laborers  for  the 
term  of  four  years  commencing  on  their  arrival  on  their  farm  in  mat 
country,  on  condition  that  they  receive  for  the  outgoing  and  return 
■■  '\ages  a  gratuity  hereafter  specified  and  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
'Ul  their  monthly  wages  and  effects  if  they  leave  their  service  [be- 
*°rc  the  end]  of  their  term,  or  if  they  obtain  any  furs  of  beavers, 
or  like  animals  by  trade,  gift  or  exchange,  which  they  have 
'xnre^ly  agreed  not  to  do;  and  in  case  they  are  asked  by  their 
limner  to  do  any  other  work  besides  farming,  such  as  felling  of 
'  ■    or  other  work  which  they  are  able  to  do,  they  may  not  refuse 

**  l  •  K.  D.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  List;    In  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
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it  but  must  diligently  and  willingly  do  everything  and  also  serve  un- 
der such  farmer  as  the  patroon  shall  direct. 

Hendrick  frerixsen  Van  hunnick,  26  years  old,  shall  receive  120 
guilders  a  year  and  a  pair  of  boots  once  in  four  years  and  as  a 
gratuity  for  the  passage  25  guilders. 

Cornells  Jaccpsen  van  M'ariiensdijck,  23  years  old,  shall  receive 
no  guilders  and  as  a  gratuity  for  the  passage  25  guilders, 
can  Cornells  thonissen  van  Mccrkerc,  20  years  old,  shall  re- 

write  s 

Httie  ceive  80  guilders  and  two  pairs  of  boots,  but  if  he 

behaves  well  he  shall  receive  the  last  year  some  increase  and  as  a 
gratuity  50  guilders. 

as  boy      Marcus  Mensen  van  Ctiijlenburch,  17  years  old,  shall  re- 
ceive 40,  50,  60  and  70  guilders  during  the  four  years  and  as  a 
gratuity  18  guilders, 
[signed] 

the  mark  of  the  mark  of 

X  X 

hendrick  frerixsen  Cornells  Jacopsen 

Cornis  Thorns  the  mark  of 

X 

Marcus  Mensen 

Gcrrit  de  reus  would  like  to  have  Hendrick  frcrixsz,  Cornells 
ihoniscn  and  Marcus  Mensen. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Johannes  de  LaetS6 

June  2j,  1632 

Mr  Joluiu  de  laedtt,  at  Leyclen 

In  Amsterdam,  27  June  1632 
Your  honor  will  doubtless  have  heard  how  our  ship  den  iva!vis,s~ 
which  together  with  the  yacht  Tccncoorntgcnss  sailed  from  the 
Texel  on  the  24th  of  May,  was  on  the  26th  ditto  for  dearly  two 
hours  tossed  about  on  the  banks  before  Dunkirk,  not  without  great 
danger  of  losing  the  ship  and  the  goods,  as  most  of  the  people  had 
already  left  the  ship  and  jumped  into  the  shallops.  Nevertheless  it 
pleased  Almighty  God  to  rescue  the  said  ship  from  the  said  bank-, 
but  as  it  was  very  leaky  and  much  damaged,  they  stopped  on  the 
28th  at  Portsmouth  near  the  Isle  of  WightS9  to  have  her  repaired 

»«  V.  R.  B.  M.v.5,  Letter  Book,  f.ub. 
«  The  Wliale. 

M  Other  form  for  't  Eekhoomtje,  the  little  Squirrel. 
te  parse  uuiyen  In  wicht. 
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there,  the  yacht  Tecv.coomgcn  being  still  with  her.  Meanwhile, 
Guiiliamme  lef&nl,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  command  of  David 
fictcrsenf®  or  according-  to  my  opinion  rather  because  he  was  afraid, 
left  the  ship  and  returned  over  land,  to  the  disgust  of  the  con- 
fraters,  so  that  henrij  de  foreesf1  will  probably  be  useful  to  supply 
she  place  left  vacant  by  Guilliamme.  Said  Guillia untie  made  out 
that  the  leak  was  very  large  and  irreparable,  but  from  the  letter  of 
David  pietcrscn  to  confrater  Gedyn,  dated  the  nth  of  June  from 
Portsmouth,  we  understand  that  the  same  was  nearly  repaired  and 
that  he  expected  to  go  to  sea  at  the  first  opportunity  to  complete  his 
intended  voyage  in  God's  name,  drawing  on  confrater  Godyn  for 
60  pounds  sterling  on  account  of  his  expenses  there.  It  would  be 
a  pity  if  we  missed  the  whale-fishing  again,  as  Director  Minnijt, 
who  has  come  here,  assures  us  that  there  are  quantities  of  whales 
in  the  South  River  and  that  the  savages  of  those  quarters  wear  on 
their  heads  mostly  small  feathers02  made  of  whalebone.  So  much 
for  matters  with  which  the  Company  of  Ten  is  concerned. 

Coming  now  to  our  private  colony  on  the  North  River  near  Fort 
(  h-.mge,  I  should  have  liked  best  if  your  honor  had  called  some 
time  at  my  house  so  that  I  could  have  shown  you  the  situation 
and  condition  of  the  same.  Director  Mimtijt  has  given  me  a  map 
oj  the  additional  land  lately  purchased,  situated  between  beer  en 
Island  and  Sma.v  Island.  There  are  about  200  93  of  cleared  laud 
(or  which  has  been  seeded  before  by  the  savages)  at  the  water's 
edge  along  the  river,  but  stretching  toward  the  woods  and  inland 
two  days'  journey,  so  that  we  have  at  present  bought  and  obtained 
from  the  Mahicans  by  legal  conveyance  all  the  shore  along  the  river, 
<>n  the  west  side,  from  becren  Island  to  Momnenis  Cattle,  being 
a1)Oiit  six  hours'  walk,04  the  account  of  the  cost  of  which  is  still  in 
the  hands  of  the  Company.  As  to, the  east  side,  we  have  the  lands 
situated  opposite   Fort   Orange   and   Castle   Island,   from  pacp 

*"  Da:id   Pieicrsz  de   Vries.    For   account   of   the   voyage   see  his   Korte  Historiael, 
translated  by    IT.    C.    Murphy,    under   the    title    Voyages   from   Holland  to 
'"    ric'a,  A.D.   1612  to   i6f.f,   N.  Y.    1S53,   reprinted   in  New   York  Historica'  Society 
i'^ileclions,  1S57,  ser.2,  3:15-48. 

Sec  note  on  p.   75.     The  name  of  do   Forest  is  in  these  document';,  in  the  .V.  Y. 
and  in  the  records  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  consistently 
L  ':"r'i    ic   fpreest,  or  de  Forrest,  but   Heudrick  de   Forest  and   Ids  brother,   T^aac  de 
both  sijjn  their  name  de  forest,  so  that  de  Forest  may  be  recranlcd  as  the  proper 
''■■•T.     There  is  appnrently  no  connection  between  the  c!c  Forests  and  the  well  known 
MkmaajF  family  of  van  Foreest. 
m  :  errl  ens. 

v«  or«3   "  moreens  "  omitted   in    Letter  Booh.    Cf.   "  Account  of  the  jurisdictions," 
***  '634,  p.  306. 

,(  '  vote  on  p.  167.  According  to  the  map  of  Rensselaerswyck,  one  hour's  walk=» 
,f  •>  rods  and  one  Dutch  mile  =  2000  rods. 
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Sickcnccs  kit  northward  past  the  falls  of  dc  lacts  kil  thus  named 
by  me,  which  creek  runs  far  inland  and  in  which  rock  crystal  is 
found,  according  to  Director  Minui't,  to  which  wc  must  pay  more 
attention  in  the  future. 

On  the  east  side  I  ordered  three  farms  with  a  grist-mill  and  a 
sawmill  to  be  established.  I  am  advised  not  to  put  up  the  sawmill. 
The  grist-mill,  according-  to  the  last  letters,  was  almost  ready  and 
stands  on  dc  lacts  kil.  One  of  the  three  farms,  named  dc  lacts- 
burcli,  had  been  established  there,  of  which  roclof  J  an  sen  van  Mas- 
tcrlandt  is  farmer.  Pie  had  prepared  about  five  morgens  of  land 
to  be  seeded  with  winter  wheat,  but  for  want  of  seed,  seems  to 
have  seeded  these  last  March  with  summer  wheat  and  a  goodly 
number  of  morgens  more  which  he  would  seed  later  as  far  as  the 
seed  reached.  Said  Roclcf  Jansen  had  four  horses  and  11  sheep, 
and  the  cows  and  hogs  which  I  bought  of  G  err  it  dc  renx  were  also 
to  be  given  him.  so  that  he  has  a  complete  farm  and  a  suitable 
house.  The  island  which  lies  a  little  further  northward  on  the  east 
side,  I  have  named  dc  lacts  Island  so  that  I  have  commemorated 
your  honor's  name  on  the  east  side.  The  name  of  confrater  Godyn 
I  have  commemorated  as  follows:  the  islands  of  pacp  Sickcncc  on 
the  east  side  towards  the  south,  I  have  named  Godyns  Islands;  the 
mill95  on  the  west  side  at  the  end  of  Castle  Island,  where  the  first 
sawmill  was  erected.  I  have  named  Godyns  hi!.  This  .creek  runs 
very  deep  inland,  has  quantities  of  fish,  principally  bullheads  and 
lampreys,  and  near  by  is  found  much  beautiful,  arable  and  meadow 
land  on  which  in  time  may  be  established  another  farm,  which  shall 
then  be  named  Godynsburch. 

The  fourth  creek  above  Fort  Orange  on  the  west  side  is  called 
Bloniniacrts  kil,  where  on  the  arrival  of  this  ship  shall  be  established 
a  farm  according  to  the  contract  made  with  gcrrit  dc  rcux,  who 
with  two  men  and  two  boys  sails  thither,  with  horses  and  tools  and 
all  sorts  of  cupplies  needed  for  himself  as  well  as  for  the  other 
farms.    This  farm  shall  be  named  Bhmmaertsburch. 

The  five  small  islands  lying  a  little  further  northward  on  the 
west  side  have  been  named  Blommacrts  Islands. 

As  for  my  own  name,  I  have  not  forgotten  that  cither,  having 
named  the  colonv  situated  on  both,  side<  of  the  river,  Rcnsclacrs 
7vyck  and  Becrch  Island,  where  our  colony  begins;  Rcnsclacrs 
Island.    Castle  Island  I  have  named  the  West  Island  and  that  for 


So  in  original;  tl  e  reference  is  evidently  to  the  mill  creek,  i.  e.  the  Normans  Kill. 
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the  reason  .  .  .°6  on.  which  island  lies  the  farm  named  Ren- 
sclaersburg,  on  which  Rutgcr  hendrixsen  van  Soest  is  farmer  and 
which  has  a  comfortable  dwelling'  house  and  barn.  Said  rutgcr 
hendrixsen  had  before  the  departure  of  the  vessels  seeded  12 
mnrgens  with  winter  wheat  and  four  morgens  with  winter  rye, 
which  looked  as  fine  as  any  on  the  best  land  in  this  country.  As 
he  has  enough  horses,  he  will  apparently  seed  at  least  eight  or  10 
morgens  more  with  summer  seed  and  as  I  hope  to  obtain  some 
more  animals  which  are  left  on  the  director's  farm  and  shall  also 
get  my  nephew  K'outer  van  Twill  e-r,  who  now  goes  thither  as  di- 
rector of  the  Company,  to  buy  still  others,  I  confidently  expect  to 
obtain  enough  animals  to  establish  another  farm  on  the  said  West 
Inland,  as  it  is  136  Rhineland  morgens  in  extent.  The  said  farm 
shall  be  called  tveelysburgh,  for  my  wife.  Pacp  Sickenccs  kill, 
now  named  Roisclacrs  kil,  on  the  east  side  opposite  the  mill  creek 
or  Godyns  kill,  I  suppose  that  by  this  time  we  have  bought  already 
with  the  exception  of  the  woods  in  the  rear,  that  is  the  land  along 
the  river  only,  which  contains  about  600,  700  or  Soomorgens  of  flat 
and  clear  land,  mostly  clay  and  brown  soil,  on  each  morgen  of 
which  in  good  years  might  be  raised  one  last  or  at  least  %  last} 
of  wheat.  However,  our  principal  profit  will  come  from  the  cattle, 
for  which  there  is  plenty  of  fine  pasture  and  hay  for  nothing  but 
the  labor  (though  it  is  true  that  the  trade  yields  quick  returns  but 
also  quickly  causes  loss)07  while  on  the  contrary  the  clearing  of  the 
land  proceeds  with  slowness  but  a  certainty  of  which  I  have  no 
doubt  at  all  if  the  Lord  preserves  us  from  surprisals. 

Xow  at  first  we  must  have  a  little  patience  and  necessarily  spend 
money  to  obtain  possession.  After  the  first  harvest,  which  is  at 
ha  nd,  I  hope  that  our  people  will  no  longer  have  lack  of  wheat, 
milk,  butter  or  cheese;  they  can  catch  plenty  of  fish  with  little 
trouble  and  in  the  course  of  time  they  will  also  have  plenty  of 
meat  as  they  have  alreadv  oxen  in  the  field,  of  which  they  can 
slaughter  one  at  killing"  time.  I  intend  now  by  this  ship  10  send 
six  or  eight  more  heifer  calves.  If  we  had  cattle  we  should  have 
money  and  if  we  had  horses  we  should  have  wheat.  I  take  good 
care  to  avail  myself  of  all  opportunities  to  acquire  cattle,  which 
makes  many  jealous  of  me,  but  they  have  to  stand  it,  as  every  one 

•*  At  this  point  a  line  is  apparently  left  out  in  the  Letter  Booh}  unless  the  Dutch 
Om  rc.'enen  is  meant  for  om  duidelijke  redenen,  that  is,  for  evident  reasons. 

(uel  is  wait  dat  de  coop  manse  hap  haest  geeft  en  oock  haest  neemt);  literally, 
(Lough  it  is  true  that  the  trade  quickly  givca  and  also  quickly  takes. 
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is  free  to  do  what  is  best  for  himself.  The  contract  which  I  have 
made,  with  gerrit  dc  rcux  runs  till  the  first  of  January  1634  on  a 
yearly  salary;  but  after  that,  all  expenses  and  wages  of  laborers 
must  be  deducted,  and  of  the  remaining  grain,  milk,  butter  and 
increase  of  animals,  one  half  shall  belong  to  us  and  the  other  half 
to  Gerrit  dc  rcu.w  I  hope  to  deal  with  the  other  farmers  on  the 
same  basis,  as  if  we  had  a  fixed  yearly  income  ;  but  as  during  the 
first  years  things  are  not  in  order,  they  want  to  receive  monthly 
wages,  as  is  reasonable.  As  increase  shall  count  only  such  animals 
as  are  in  excess  of  the  original  number  and  before  they  then  get 
their  share,  they  must  give  to  the  patroon  the  opportunity  of  pur- 
chase at  a  fixed  rate  if  he  so  desires.  Their  share  of  the  wheat  I 
think  it  for  the  present  not  advisable  to  buy  from  them  at  a  definite 
rate,  as  that  can  always  be  done. 

As  to  the  profits  on  which  we  may  count,  we  have  various 
strings  to  our  bow.  The  Company  will  have  to  keep  at  Fort 
Orange  yearly  some  25  men,  from  whom,  by  providing  them  with 
everything,  we  may  draw  some  2500  guilders  a  year  and  therewith 
pay  the  laborers'  wages.  As  soon  as  there  is  a  supply  of  grain  on 
hand,  I  intend  to  erect  a  brewery  to  provide  all  New  Netherland 
with  beer,  for  which  purpose  there  is  already  a  brew  kettle  there, 
and  when  there  is  more  grain,  I  intend  also  to  erect  a  brandy  dis- 
tillery, as  there  arc  several  brandy  kettles  and  wood  can  be  had  for 
the  labor. 

I  also  intend  to  grind  meal  with  a  view  of  selling  the  same  to 
the  Brownists  toward  the  north  or  to  the  English  toward  the  south. 
At  the  worst,  if  we  had  over  100  lasts  of  grain,  which  at  100 
gold  guilders  a  last  would  produce  1400^  guilders,  one  could  for 
4000  or  5000  guilders  hire  a  ship  to  fetch  the  same  and  in  going 
load  it  full  of  animals,  as  I  have  now  found  out  that  one  can  send 
over  animals,  feeding  them  meal  without  hay.  The  animals  we 
could  keep  there  so  cheaply  that  the  hides  would  pay  the  expense 
and  the  meat  and  fat  we  would  have  for  nothing.  I  have  also 
given  order  to  raise  many  hogs,  which  during  the  day  can  run  in 
the  woods  and  during  the  night  stay  home,  and  provided  care  is 
taken  to  put  some  meal  in  their  drinking  water  they  may  be  fat 
before  the  winter  comes.  Here  1  run  somewhat  ahead,  but  before 
three  years  have  elapsed  I  hope  that  we  shall  yearly,  as  surplus 
for  ourselves  and  the  farmers,  grow  over  one  hundred  lasts  of 
grain,  which  will  increase  from  year  to  year  if  it  please  the  Lord. 

Should  he  14,000;  the  gold  £uil<ler  equalling  T.40  guilders. 
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l  shall  try  to  have  a  map  made  of  our  colony,  which  being  done,  I 
shall  send  each  of  the  confraters  participants  a  copy.  Further,  as 
1  have  already  advanced  various  sums  of  money  and  must  daily 
advance  more,  we  have  thought  it  advisable  that  each  ]/s  share 
should  contribute  200  guilders  and  I  therefore  request  that  your 
honor  be  good  enough  to  send  me  the  said  200  guilders  for  your  y$ 
part  by  the  first  opportunity  in  order  that  I  may  not  count  interest 
as  1  have  done  before.  Wherewith  ending,  honorable,  wise,  pru- 
dent and  discreet  sir,  I  commend  you  to  the  gracious  protection  of 
Almighty  God  and  greet  you  heartily. 

In  witness  that  it  has  thus  been  resolved  to  contribute  200  guil- 
ders for  each  fifth  pare,  we  the  undersigned  participants  have  also 
signed  this  on  the  27th  of  June  1632  at  Amsterdam. 

Underneath  was  written:  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  S.  Godin,  S. 
Blammaert. 

Power  of  attorney  to  Wouter  van  Twiller  to  administer  the  oath 
of  schout  to  Rutger  Hendricksz  van  Soest" 

July  1,  1632 

This  day,  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  July  in  the  year  sixteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  before  me,  Peter  Ruttens,  admitted  notary 
public  by  the  Court  of  Holland  and  residing  at  Amsterdam,  and 
before  the  afternamed  witnesses,  appeared  in  his  own  person,  the 
Hon.  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  formerly  director  of  the  Chartered 
W  est  India  Company,  Chamber  of  this  city,  well  known  to  me,  the 
notary,  as  patroon  of  his  colony  named  Rensselaerswyck,  lying  on 
the  river  Mauritius,  or  North  River  of  New  Netherland,  by  virtue 
"f  the  Freedoms  granted  to  all  patroons  by  the  Assembly  of  the 
Nineteen  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  March,  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  and  the  seventh 
•'i  June,  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and  has  in  that  quality 
legally  constituted  and  empowered,  as  he  hereby  does  constitute 
and  empower,  the  Hon.  W outer  van  Twiller,  director  general  on 
behalf  of  the  said  Company  in  New  Netherland  aforesaid,  giving 
mm  complete  and  absolute  power,  authority  and  special  order,  in  his, 
•  '"  constituent's,  name  and  in  his  behalf,  to  administer  to  Rutgert 
henrickss  van  Soest,  farmer  on  West  Island,  on  Rensselaers  Burgh 

v<      k.  D.  Mss,  Letter  Dvok,  f.13. 
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in  Bylaersdal,  the  proper  oath  of  fidelity  as  officer  and  sellout  in 
and  over  the  aforesaid  constituent's  colony  and  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  same  with  the  solemnities  required  in  the  case,  and  further 
to  do  and  perform  in  the  matter  everything  else  that  in  such  or 
similar  cases  is  required  and  necessary  to  be  done,  and  as  he,  the 
constituent,  being*  present  in  person  as  patroon  aforesaid,  might 
do  himself,  even  if  the  matter  required  .greater  and  more  specific 
power,  promising  to  hold  good,  satisfactory  and  valid  whatever 
shall  be  done,  executed  or  performed  herein  by  the  said  deputy, 
all  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  law;  copy  hereof  in  due 
form  being  requested.  Thus  done  within  the  aforesaid  city  of 
Amsterdam,  at  the  hou.se  and  office  of  me,  the  notary,  in  the 
presence  of  Ian  do  graeff  and  heiirick  doose,  as  witnesses. 

i 

Power  of  attorney  to  Rutger  Hendricksz  van  Soest  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  of  schepen  to  Roelof  Jansz  van  Masterland, 
Gerrit  Theusz  de  Reux,  Marinus  Adriaensz  van  der  Veere, 
Brant  Peelen  van  Nijkerck  and  Laurens  Laurensz  van 
Coppenhagen;  the  schepen  oath1 

July  I,  1632 

This  day  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  July  in  the  year  sixteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  before  me  Peter,  Rut  tens,  admitted  notary 
public  by  the  Court  of  Holland,  and  residing  at  Amsterdam,  ap- 
peared in  his  own  person  the  Hon.  Kiliaen  van  Reiissclacr,  formerly 
director  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  this 
city,2  well  known  to  me,  the  notary,  as  patroon  of  his  colony  called 
Rensselaerswyck,  lying  on  the  river  Mauritius,  or  North  River  of 
New  Netherland,  by  virtue  of  the  Freedoms  granted  to  all  patroons 
by  the  Assembly  of  the  Nineteen  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Com- 
pany on  the  twenty-eighth  of  March,  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight,  and  the  seventh  of  June,  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine, 
and  has  in  that  quality  legally  constituted  and  empowered,  as  he 
hereby  does  constitute  and  empower,  the  Hon.  Rutger  hendriexsz 
van  Socst,  farmer  on  West  Island,  on  Rcnssclacrs  burgh  in  By- 
lacrsdal,  in  the  quality  of  officer  and  schout  over  the  aforesaid 

1  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f.i3b. 

2  The  words  "  formerly  direetur  ...  of  this  city  "  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen 
van  Rensselaer  and  were  substituted  for  "  tin  reliant  residing  in  the  aforesaid  city." 
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colony,  giving  him  complete  and  absolute  power,  authority  and 
special  order  in  his,  the  constituent's,  name  and  in  his  behalf,  to 
administer  to  and  receive  of  Roelof  Jaiisz  van  Masterland,  farmer 
on  dc  Laets-burgh  in  Ttvillers  dal,  the  proper  oath  of  schepen  over 
1  lis  aforesaid  colony  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  also  to 
Gcrfii  Theeinvise  dc  Reus,  farmer  on  Blotmarts-burgh  in  Welys 
dal,  also  to  Marin  adriaensz,  tobacco  planter*  on  Godins-burgh,  also 
to  Brand  Pclcn  vander  Niekerck,  farmer  on  West  Island  on  Welys 
burgh  in  By  hers  dal,  also  to  Laurens  Lqurensz  van  Coppenhagen, 
miller  on  dc  Lacts  kil,  with  further  authority  to  substitute  one  or 
more  others  in  the  place  of  those  that  are  absent  or  deceased,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  however  of  the  honorable  constituent  as  pa- 
troon  aforesaid,  and  further  in  the  matter  to  do,  observe  and  per- 
form everything  else  that  in  such  or  similar  cases  is  required  or 
necessary  to  be  done,  and  the  constituent  as  patroon  aforesaid 
being  personally  present  might  do  himself,  even  if  the  matter 
should  require  fuller  authority.  Promising  to  hold  good,  satis- 
factory and  valid  whatever  shall  be  done,  executed  or  performed 
herein  by  his  deputy  aforesaid ;  all  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  law.  Thus  done  within  this  aforesaid  city  of  Amsterdam, 
at  the  house  and  office  of  me,  the  notary,  in  the  presence  of  Ian  dc 
yjactt  and  hcudrick  doosc,  as  witnesses. 

The  oath  of  the  schepens 

To  be  read  and  administered  - 
by  the  honorable  schout. 

This  you  swear,  that  you  will  be  good  schepens,  that  you  win 
be  loyal  and  feal  to  my  gracious  lord  and  support  and  strengthen 
niin  in  his  affairs  as  much  as  is  in  your  power;  that  you  will  jpass 
Honest  judgment  between  the  lord  and  the  farmer,  the  farmer  and 
'he  lord,  and  in  the  proceeding's  between  two  farmers,  and  that  you 
will  not  fail  to  do  this  on  any  consideration  whatsoever. 

So  help  you  God. 
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Memoranda  from  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  Van 


Memoranda  given  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  as  patroon  of  his 
colon)'  caHdd  Renssclacrsu  vek,  to  bis  nephew  W outer  van 
Twiller,  director  general  in  New  Netberland  of  the  Chartered 
West  India  Company,  wishing  the  same  good  luck  and  a  safe 
and  happy  voyage.  This  20  Jul)-  [632,  in  Amsterdam. 
On  the  sin])  you  will  please  to  look-  after  the  persons?  who  for 

my  account  go  over  by  the  same  ship,  to  wit: 
Gerrit  Theeusz  de  reus,  farmer 
hendrick  frerixsen  -van  buuuiek    ~)  f 


Marcus  nienscn  van  (.'ulenburyji,  farm  hoy 

Charging  the  same  to  take  good  care  of  the  calves  which  are 
sent  over  with  them,  also  to  provide'  the  same  well  with  food  and 
water  and  to  keep  them  clean.    To  that  end  1  send  along: 
2  pipes  of  spent  malt  or  draff 
one  hogshead  and  2  barrels4  of  rye  meal 
three  barrels  ground  linseed  cakes 
12  sacks  of  hay  for  refreshment"' 
1  send  along  al  0  for  the  use  of  the  farms  a  ship's  chest  in  which 
are : 

12  grass  scythes 

19  Hainault  scythes6  for  grain 

9  horse  traces,  8  collars,  4  whips,  4  dozen  whiplashes 

also  a  hamper  in  which  a  small  keg  with  33  lb  treacle  as 

medicine  for  the  horses 
two  fine  firelocks7  with  powder  flasks,  one  of  which  is  a 

matchlock5 
also  a  bastard  greyhound  for  GK  de  reus 
A  silver-plated  rapier  with  baldric  and  a  black  hat  with  plume, 
to  he  presented  to  Raider  hcridrixsz  ran  Socsi  in  his  capacity  a^ 
officer  and  schout  of  Rensselaerswyck,  for  which  purpose  I  give 

•  V.  K.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.14. 
4  smaltonncn. 

* tot  ververscl-.iuiy. 

*  sichten;  uhorl  lingTe-tiandcd  scythes,  also  called  Flemish  srytlics. 
1  vuyrrcers. 

1  tnaphaan. 


Twiller3 


July  20,  1632 


Cornells  Jacobs.?  van  martensdyck 
Comelis  theuniss  van  mcerkcrck 


farm 
laborers 
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your  honor  proper  power  of  attorney  to  administer  to  the  same  the 
usual  oath  of  fidelity.  I  should  he  pleased  if  this  matter  were 
disposed  of  as  soon  as  possible,  and  if  the  opportunity  does  not 
present  itself  for  your  honor  to  see  him  or  have  him  come  to  sec 
you  soon,  you  will  please  give  a  power  of  attorney  to  the  then 
conimis  of  Fort  Orange  to  administer  the  oath  to  the  said  Rutgcr 
with  the  proper  formalities,  if  possible  on. 'the  farm  which  he  now 
occupies,  and  thereafter  to  offer  him  the  rapier  and  the  hat. 

Also,  four  black  hats0  with  silver  bands,  to  be  presented  in  my 
name  to  the  following"  persons,  whom  I  have  designated  as 
schepens  and  councilors  of  Rensselaerswyck  according  to  the  ac- 
companying power  of  attorney: 

Roclof  Janssen  van  MdsterJand 

gerrit  theussen  dc  Reus 

maryn  adriaensz  vand.  vere 

Brandt  Pelen  vander  nykerck 

Laurens  laurensz  van  coppenhagen 

For  which  purpose  I  send  by  you  a  formal  power  of  attorney 
made  out  to  the  aforesaid  officer  Rutgcr  hendrixsz  to  be  handed 
to  him  with  the  copy  of  the  accompanying  schepen  oath,  whereupon 
he  shall  summon  the  aforenamed  persons  to  his  place  of  residence, 
have  the  aforesaid  power  of  attorney  and  schepen  oath  read  to 
them,  and  after  suitable  remarks  and  with  becoming  respect,  as  in 
the  presence  of  God.  administer  the  said  oath  and  thereafter  pre- 
sent each  one  of  them  with  one  of  the  aforesaid  hats. 

And  whereas  Wolff ert  Gcrritsz  has  requested  to  be  released  from 
his  engagement,  although  I  had  expected  that  he  would  have  moved 
his  residence  up  above,  or  at  least  have  stayed  there  for  sonic 
months  the  better  to  look  after  my  affairs,  you  will  grant  him  his 
request;  and  as  I  have  been  informed  that  he  has  not  troubled 
himself  much  about  my  affairs  and  has  also»been  but  seldom  up  the 
river,  you  will  make  such  arrangements  with  him  as  the  circum- 
stances require  and  see  whether  you  can  not  buy  some  animals  from 
him  for  me,  as  I  understand  that  lie  has  a  good  quantity  of  them 
left,  the  price  of  which  and  the  charges  for  his  trouble  you  may 
arid  together. 

Meanwhile,  yon  will  please  take  charge  and  superintend  my  men 
as  much  as  possible  and  request  somebody  at  Fort  Orange  to  keep 
an  eye  on  them  during  your  absence  and,  in  case  they  should  be 

*  vier  svuartle  hocden;  though  five  persons  are  named. 
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N.   E.  philips  Jansen  van     jn    ncoc|   Qf    some   onc   to    write    Or    to  read 

hacrlem,    who    has  drawn 

the  map"  might  perhaps    tncir  instructions,   to  take  charge  of  that 

be    suitable    for    this    pur-  l- 

pose    but  the  very  best  is     also     or    (|0    w]lat    jn    your    opinion    shall  be 

dirrick  cornclisscn  auijsicr  J  1 

if  he  should  remain  and  if   advisable  and  of  service  to  me. 

ne   does    not    thereby  oe- 

S5mw«uspeCted  by  the  Concerning  Officer  Notclman,  who  was 
to  deliver  to  me  all  the  animals  and  farm 
implements  which  belonged  to  G err  it  de  'Reus  after  compensating 
the  Company  for  them  according  to  the  contracts  of  the  farmers, 
I  understand  that  he  has  been  prevented  by  frost  from  bringing 
them  up  above  before  the  winter,  but  he  promised  me  that  he  would 
do  so  at  the  first  opportunity  in  the  spring,  of  which  I  doubt  not. 
However,  if  lie  has  not  at  all  or  only  in  part  carried  out  his  promise, 
you  will  cause  him  to  do  so,  as  I  need  the  animals  as  well  as  the 
implements  very  much  for  my  men  and  farms,  and  would  suffer 
great  damage  and  delay  in  case  he  acted  contrary  to  mis  agreement. 
Of  the  horses  and  cows  which  he  has  kept  over  winter,  he  has 
enjoyed  the  dairy  products  and  the  labor,  having  so  overworked 
the  horses  that  they  have  all  thrown  their  colts  prematurely. 
Nevertheless,  you  will  in  all  justness  settle  the  matter  with  him 
and  as,  so  far  as  I  know,  I  am  still  several  animals  short  of  the 
complement  of  the  two  farms  of  Evert  fochen  and  of  Gcrrit 
de  Reus,  for  which  I  must  pay  the  Company,  you  will  take  care 
that  I  obtain  the  rest.  You  must  know  that  the  two  old  stallions 
which  Rod  off  Jansz  has  and  also  the  horses  of  the  stave  splitters 
are  not  included  therein,  but  must  be  paid  for  separately  and,  as  T 
have  not  received  any  hogs  and  Officer  Notelman  has  a  good  quan- 
tity of  them  to  spare,  you  might  take  the  same  over  from  him  or 
from  some  one  else  for  the  Company  and  according  to  the  contract 
cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  me. 

I  understand  that  Clews  cornel  is.::  rademaecker1'2  is  quite  willing 
to  give  up  some  horses  and  cattle:  if  you  can* obtain  any  from  him 
or  amy  one  else,  von  will  not  fail  to  buy  the  same  for  my  account,  as 
1  am  hilly  determined  t<>  take  over  all  animals  that  are  for  sale, 
whether  old  or  young,  at  a  reasonable  price  or  at  the  rate  of  those 
sold  before;  and  as  many  young  animals  as  pre  to  be  had  on  the 
farms  of  Minuit  and  Byh'clt  of  which  I  shall  apparently  obtain  a 
goodly  number,  you  will  please  send  all  of  those  up  the  river  at  the 


10  Apparently  a  draft  of  the  map  of  the  colony  of  Renssclaerswyck  reproduced  in 
this  volume;  see  p.  3.?. 

n  Marginal  note  in  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

11  rademaecker  means  wheelwright. 


VAN   RENSSELAER   BCW1ER  MANUSCRIPTS 


207 


first  opportunity,  and  as  it  is  apparent  that  several  farm  hands  when 
their  time  lias  expired  will  come  home,  you  will  select  from  them 
the  best  and  as  many  as  you  shall  judge  necessary  for  my  farms  and 
animals;  and  if  there  are  any  suitable  blacks,  provide  me  with  them 
if  you  think  that  they  will  render  me  good  service.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  there  are  any  persons  in  my  employ  whom  your  honor 
considers  unserviceable  to  me  and  who  do  not  properly  acquit 
themselves  of  their  duties,  whether  master  or  servant  or  whoever 
it  may  be,  you  will  ipso  fee  to  deport  and  discharge  the  same,  and  it* 
they  return  home,  they  will  in  all  such  cases  do  so  at  their  own 
expense. 

Herewith  I  send  also  two  barrels  in  which  arc  9^2  schepels  of 
buckwheat  for  seed,  to  be  divided  among  my  farmers. 

Also  half  a  barrel,  in  which  2  schepels,  and  one  firkin13  of  rape 
seed,  al-o  to  be  divided  among  my  farmers,  and  to  be  seeded  in 
such  places  as  they  find  suitable  thereto,  taking  good  care  to  pre- 
serve the  crop,  so  that  in  the  future  they  may  sow  the  same  again 
and  advise  me  if  it  succeeds  well. 

In  ca<e  you  are  of  opinion  that  I  could  run  the  brickyard  with 
fit,  you  will  please  see  to  that,  as  the  clay  of  which  the  bricks 
and  tiles  are  burned  must  be  taken  from  my  land. 

If  the  savages  should  be  inclined  to  sell  the  small  islands  above 
i;"rt  Orange,  as  well  as  that  opposite  the  fort  and  those  of  Parp- 
sickend  (which  are  al^o  situated  on  the  east  side  somewhat  farther 
south  than  Castle,  now  called  West  Island),  I  should  be  pleased  to 
buy  the  same,  as  my  colony  would  then  be  complete14  and  no  one 
else  own  land  therein. 

Y<m  will  also  please  notice  whether  any  silkworms  arc  found 
there  and  whetfier  it  would  be  advisable  to  do  anything  with  them, 
as  mulberry  trees  occur  in  my  colony  and  such  worms  are  likely 
to  be  found  there. 

Herewith  goes  a  copv  of  the  instructions  to  Rutger  hendrixsz 
van  Socst,  together  with  the  contract  made  with  Gcrrit  Thccussa 
dc  Reus,  of  which  your  honor  will  please  send  a  copy  to  Fort 
(  'range  in  order  to  hear  the  decision  of  the  other  farmers  respect- 

■  i  irrdevat. 

14  This  expression  is  significant  in  connection  with  the  patroon's  statement  in  his 
letter  to  de  Laet,  June  zf,  16^2,  that  they  had  "all  the  shore  along, the  river,  on  the 
west  side,  from  becrcr.  Inland  to  Momnznis  Castle,"  a  distance,  according  to  the  map 
of  Renaselaerswyck,  of  exactly  four  Dutch  miles  or  leagues,  the  extent  of  territory  on 
<>n<«  side  of  a  naviijal.W-  river  allowed  by  the  fifth,  article  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemp- 
tions, which  the  patroon  evidently  understood  to  be  inclusive  of  the  islands.  Cf.  note 
'".  p.  167. 
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ing  it,  whether  they  would  be  willing  to  accept  similar  conditions  or 
not,  whereof  your  honor  will  please  send  us  definite  advice. 

The  horses  and  cows  which  I  and  other  farmers  must  furnish  to 
the  Company  from  the  respective  farms,  according  to  the  con- 
ditions, I  am  satisfied  to  retain  and  accept  at  the  price  formerly 
paid  and  as  fixed  by  the  Company.  I  request  your  honor  not  to  be 
too  saving  in  this  matter,  that  I  may  get  the  same,  specially  those 
of  zvolffcrt  gerritssen,  who,  as  I  understand,  is  willing  to  deliver 
his  at  the  first  opportunity  in  order  to  have  his  other  animals  free. 

Instructions  to  Rutger  Hendricksz  van  Soest,  schout,  and  the 
council  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck15 

July  20,  1632 

Instructions  for  Rutger  Hendricxsscn  van  Soest,  officer,  and  for 
his  associated  council10  in  Rensselaerswyck,  sent  him  by  Kiliacn  van 
Rensselaer,  patroon  of  the  said  colony,  according  to  which,  so  far 
as  they  apply,  he  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  place  must 
faithfully  and  honestly  govern,  comport,  conduct  and  acquit  them- 
selves. 

1  First,  Rutger  Hendricxsz  aforesaid,  after  taking  the  oath  of 
fidelity  and  as  officer  aforesaid,  shall  present  himself  before  and 
call  on  the  co minis  of  Fort  Orange  and  offer  him  every  favor, 
assistance  and  the  usual  tokens  of  friendship,  in  order  that  they 
may  mutually  aid  one  another  not  only  with  word  and  deed,  but 
in  time  of  danger  with  life  and  limb  against  the  common  enemy; 
and  he  shall  further  entertain  constantly  friendly  relations,  each 
respecting  the  other. 

2  On  all  occasions  when  a  council  meeting  is  held  (which  must 
take  place  at  the  officer's  housed,  they  shall  not  neglect  to  invoke 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  every  Sunday  and  on  the  usual  holidays 
they  shall  come  together  to  rqad  aloud  some  chapters  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  for  which  purpose  a  "Rible  is  herewith  sent  t<> 
them,  as  well  as  a  huyspostille  SchultetP1  in  which  every  Sunday 
throughout  the  year  has  its  special  lesson  and  exposition  of  God's 
Holy  Word,  to  which  reading  Brandt  Peelen  vauder  Niekcrck  is 
hereby  authorized. 

3  Third,  the  officer  shall  select  one  of  the  schepens  or  some  One 
else  whom  he  may  judge  fit  to  record  the  resolutions  of  the  council. 

ts  V.  R.  D.  Msg,  Letter  Bdok,  f.T 7.  Extract  of  these  instructions  in  V.R.B.Mss  36; 
Bee  p.  701. 

M  bypez  oczdc  Ra-irn.  » 
17  Abrnham  SruUctus.  Huxs  Postillcn. 


VAN  RENSSELAER  BOWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


2CK) 


4  If  any  one  of  the  schepens  should  misbehave  himself,  so  that 
the  officer  have  cause  to  enter  a  complaint  against  him,  the  de- 
linquent shall  during  the  deliberation  on  his  affairs  absent  himself 
from  the  council. 

5  In  order  that  the  officer  and  the  schepens  may  know  the  better 
the  Freedoms  of  the  patroons  and  colonies,  I  send  herewith  five 
printed  copies,  one  to  be  given  to  each  of  'the  schepens,  and  a  sixth 
for  the  officer,  and  those  who  can  not  read  shall  immediately  have 
the  same  read  to  them  by  others,  that  they  may  in  no  wise  exceed 
their  rights. 

6  And  although  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  said  Freedoms  con- 
cedes to  the  patroons,  at  places  where  the  Company  has  no  commis, 
the  trade  in  beaver,  otter,  mink  and  similar  peltries,  and  my  colony 
extends  several  leagues  above  and  below  as  well  as  opposite  Fort 
Orange,  which  as  well  as  the  example  of  other  patroons  might 
easily  induce  my  people  to  engage  in  such  trade  of  peltries,  it  is 
nevertheless  my  express  wish  and  desire  that  without  my  further 
order  no  one,  be  he  free  or  servant  in  my  employ,  or  living  in  my 
colony,  shall  presume  to  barter  any  peltries  with  the  savages  or 
seek  to  obtain  them  as  a  present,  on  forfeiture  of  their  earnings 
and  all  their  other  effects  according  to  the  conditions  and  express 
stipulations  of  their  contract;  and  in  order  that  no  one  should  in 
any  way  pretend  ignorance  thereof,  the  aforesaid  officer  shall  sum- 
mon before  him  all  the  inhabitants  of  -  Rensselaerswyck.  together 
with  all  those  who  are  in  my  service,  whether  old  or  young,  man  or 
woman,  master  or  servant,  no  one  excepted,  in  order  to  notify  them 
of  this  my  intention.  But  in  case  any  savages  should  offer  any  one 
of  them  two  or  three  skins  for  food  or  drink,  he  must  deliver  the 
same  immediately  upon  receipt  to  the  officer  aforesaid,  who  at  least 
once  every  month  or  six  weeks  shall  turn  the  said  skins  over  to  the 
commis  at  Fort  Orange,  and  take  proper  receipt  therefor. 

7  The  scawan,  pearls,  minerals,  crystals  or  similar  things  which 
any  one  of  them  may  find  or  obtain  he  must  deliver  into  the  hands 
of  the  officer,  who  shall  keep  the  same  in  safety  and  at  the  fir-t 
opportunity  have  report  thereof  made  to  the  patroon  in  order  that 
he  may  take  proper  measures  in  regard  to  the  same. 

8  Forbidding  all  inhabitants  of  Rensselaerswyck,  in  case  they 
discover  in  the  said  colony  or  outside  any  gold,  silver,  copper  or 
other  mines  or  any  marble  quarries,  or  pearl  fisheries  and  whatever 
cF<e  might  be  of  importance,  to  reveal  the  same  to  anv  one  but  the 
officer,  who  if  the  same  are  situated  outside  of  the  colony,  but  not 
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otherwise,  shall  report  the  same  to  the  cemmis  at  Fort  Orange  in 
the  name  of  his  patroon  as  the  first  finder  and  immediately  advise 
his  patroon  thereof,  who  shall  thereafter  regulate  the  matter  and  ac- 
cording to  circumstances  offer  a  substantial  reward  to  the  first 
finder. 

9  The  officer  is  hereby  earned  that  rock  crystal  is  found  in  de 
Lacts  kil  opposite  Fort  Orange,  above  and  inland  from  the  dwelling 
of  Rocloft  Iansz,  and  that  care  should  be  taken  to  see  whether  the 
mountain  from  which  the  same  drops  into  the  creek  can  not  be 
found. 

10  The  officer  shall  with  the  advice  of  the  council  take  measures 
to  have  the  following  farms  put  into  working  order  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  to  have  the  houses  erected  and  the  farms  provided 
with  people  and  animals. 

The  first  farm  shall  be  that  on  which  the  officer  lives  now,  called 
Rcnssclacrs  burgh,  and  of  which  he,  the  officer,  shall  remain  farmer. 

The  second,  that  across  the  river,  where  Rod  of  Janssz  dwells, 
called  dc  Lacts  burgh,  on  which  the  said  Rocloff  shall  remain  far- 
mer. 

The  third  shall  be  established  on  Castle  Island,  now  called  West- 
Island,  the  house  to  be  erected  where  it  shall  be  most  convenient  and 
as  near  as  possible  to  every  other  farm,  on  which  farm,  which  shall 
be  named  Welys  burgh,  Brandt  Pel  en  vandir  Xickcrck  shall  be 
farmer,  who  shall  have  half  of  the  said  island  for  his  use. 

The  fourth  shall  be  established  on  the  fourth  creek  lying  north  of 
Fort  Orange  and  south  of  the  islands  which  lie  in  the  river.  On 
this  farm,  which  shall  be  called  Blommacrts  burgh,  gcrrit  theuss  dc 
reus  shall  be  farmer. 

And  in  order  that  the  two  houses  which  have  not  yet  been  com- 
menced may  be  the  sooner  finished,  the  officer  shall  request  of  the 
com  mis  at  Fort  Orange  the  assistance  of  the  carpenters,  smiths  and 
other  workmen,  at  the  expense  of  his  patroon.  Meanwhile,  Roelof 
Janssz,  Laures  laurcssz,  B  a  rent  thettnrss  and  all  others  who  are  at  all 
capable  of  working  on  the  aforesaid  houses,  shall  assist  each  other 
diligently  and  faithfully,  so  that  the  aforesaid  houses  may  be  erected 
and  finished.  But  even  if  they  can  not  get  any  assistance  from 
the  men  of  the  Company,  they  shall  all  without  exception  help  one 
another  faithfully,  as  people  having  but  one  and  the  same  master. 

To  the  director,  IV outer  ran  Twitter^  T  have  handed  a  copy  of  the 
conditions  made  with  Qerrit  Thecuwisz  dc  reus  concerning  the  farm 
above  Fort  Orange,  ami  am  willing  to  let  all  my  other  farmers  en- 
joy the  same  conditions  also.    However,  as  the  farms  of  the  officer 
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and  o{  Roeloff  Janssz-  arc  already  in  working  order,  the  conditions 
respecting  the  same  must  go  into  effect  on  the  first  of  January  next, 
hut  fur  the  farm  to  he  established  for  Brandt  Peelen,  they  shall  go 
mto  effect  only  on  the  first  of  January  1634,  like  those  of  Gcrrit  dc 
reus;  acceptance  whereof,  re  far  as  lie  is  concerned,  each  one  must 
without  fail  send  me  by  the  first  ship. 

Xor  must  they  neglect  to  send  me  by  the  ship  de  u'alvisch^,  which 
towards  winter  will  come  to  fish  in  the  South  River  and  will  leave  in 
die-  spring,  information  of  everything,  to  wit,  what  kind  and  how 
many  animals  each  farm  has,  how  many  of  them  have  died  and  what 
the  increase  has  been,  v  hat  grain  there  is  in  sacks,  in  the  granary 
and  on  the  field,  what  the  profit  or  loss  of  each  farm  has  been,  how 
much  land  is  attached  to  each  farm  and  further  everything  that  is 
necessary,  so  that  the  patroon  may  know  from  year  to  year  exactly 
what  his  profit  has  been  and  which  farmers  have  exerted  themselves 
must. 

If  any  farm  hands  or  even  farmers  or  any  one  else  should  mis- 
behave themselves,  especially  those  who  through  quarreling  or  fight- 
ing, through  laziness  or  drinking,  neglect  the  profit  of  their  patroon, 
they  must  be  corrected  and  punished  according  to  the  customs  of 
these  lands  and  especially  according  to  the  laws  of  this  province  of 
i  lollapd,  without  regard  to  person. 

Concerning  the  milk,  butter,  cheese  and  further  all  kinds  of  grain 
and  root  crops  which  every  one  has  in  store,  they  shall  try  to  sell 
those  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  patroon,  either  to  Christians  or 
ravages,  and  if  the}'  have  so  much  grain  on  hand  that  it  can  not  be 
used  there,  they  shall  send  it  over  to  this  country  in  the  ships  of  the 
Company  with  proper  invoice,  after  having  inquired  of  the  director 
how  much  room  for  that  purpose  there  is  in  the  ships.  And  if  they 
think  it  advisable  to  erect  a  brandy  distillery  or  a  brewery,  they  shall 
ask  the  director  for  the  large  brewing  kettle  and  brandy  kettle  which 
is  at  the  Manhattcs  and  sell  the  brandy  and  beer  either  at  Fore 
<  M  ange  or  at  the.  Manhattcs  or  elsewhere. 

As  to  the  young  cows,  as  soon  as  they  are  of  suitable  age  they 
shall  be  covered  by  the  bull  in  order  to  increase  the  stock,  and  the 
hull  calves  shall  from  the  first  be  castrated  and  kept  in  order  to 
fatten  them,  but  the  young  horses  "shall  not  be  covered  before  the 
third  or  fourth  year. 

Further,  a  goodly  number  of  hogs  shall  be  kept  on  each  farm, 
winch  caw  he  trained  to  run  in  the  woods  in  the  daytime  and  to 
come  home  at  night,  and  if  they  mint  be  tended  by  a  swineherd  dttr- 
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itigf  the  clay  it  is  not  necessary  that  each  farm  have  a  hoy  for  that 
purpose,  as  one  person  could  easily  watch  all  the  hogs  together,  and 
if  the  houses  are  too  widely  separated,  the  hogs  might  be  taken  for 
the  night  now  to  one  farm  and  then  to  the  other. 

The  people  shall  supply  and  furnish  one  another  all  such  tools  and 
victuals  as  one  is  provided  with  and  the  other  not,  in  such  way  how- 
ever that  each  one  must  keep  account  of  what  he  gives  out  and  re- 
ceives. As  I  do  not  doubt  that  this  next  slaughter  time  some  of  my 
young  steers  will  be  fit  to  kill,  you  must  sell  the  same  either  at  the 
ManJiatas  or  at  Fort  Orange  to  my  best  advantage  and  do  the  same 
year  after  year,  and  each  year  try  to  increase  the  amount. 

In  case  you  should  have  more  milk  or  butter  than  can  be  consumed 
there  in  the  country,  you  must  take  care  to  preserve  the  butter  with 
salt  so  as  to  be  fit  for  shipment.  But  to  my  mind  it  would  be  more 
profitable  to  make  cheese  than  to  churn  the  milk  into  butter. 

If  the  commis  at  Fort  Orange,  contrary  to  expectation,  should 
act  in  an  unneighborly  manner,  you  will  carefully  examine  the 
printed  Freedoms  and  do  whatever  be  found  there  to  my  advantage, 
making  use  of  the  sixth  article,  by  which  fishing,  shooting  of  birds 
and  grinding  of  meal  within  my  colony  are  reserved  to  the  patroon 
or  to  the  person  having  his  permission  and  by  which  all  the  lands 
above  as  well  as  below  and  opposite  Fort  Orange  are  under  my  juris- 
diction. As  during  the  winter  large  quantities  of  venison  are 
brought  to  the  fort  by  the  savages,  with  w  hich  they  readily  part  in 
return  for  milk,  butter,  etc.,  care  must  be  taken  to  buy  up  and  salt 
the  same  for  use  either  pickled  or  smoked,  not  only  for  your  own 
needs  but  also  as  food  atid  provision  for  the  ManJiatas  and  other 
quarters,  and  if  they  have  enough,  to  send  it  here.  You  must  also 
know  that  opposite  the  fort  toward  the  south,  there  are  large  quan- 
tities of  geese  and  turkeys,  so  that  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  my 
colony  will  soon  be  in  a  flourishing  state,  specially  if  you  on  your 
part  show  no  lack  of  diligence,  industry  and  work. 

If  any  one  who  is  not  in  my  service  should  wish  to  do  some  farm- 
ing in  my  colony,  specially  on  the  lands  bought  by  me,  you  must 
not  permit  but  must  prevent  the  same,  as  you  are  hereby  advised 
that  all  the  lands  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  from  beyrcn 
Island  to  Mocncminncs  Castle,  have  been  bought  by  me  and  paid  for, 
even  including  the  place  where  Fort  Orange  stands,  but  if  those  of 
the  fort  offer  you  the  helping  hand,  you  shall  in  return  accommodate 
them  as  much  as  possible,  in  order  that  one  hand  washing  the  other 
they  may  both  become  clean.10 

,tt  For  additional  paragraph,  sec  p.  70J. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Coenraet  Notelman-0 

July  20,  1632 

Laus  Deo,  this  clay,  20  July  1632,  in  Amsterdam 
Conrad  notelman 

Mon  cousin:  I  find  myself  with  your  favor  of  the  15th  of  Jan- 
uary last  past,  with  the  account  of  the  1*30  given  to  you  here  and 
the  121  received  from  Rutgert  hehdrixsz,  which  is  therefore  set- 
tled, I  have  further  given  to  your  wife  175,  as  she  states  in  her 
letter  I  suppose,  which  you  must  make  good  there.    I  have  also 

veil  her  the  2  RD-1  of  Gerrit  de  Reus  and  the  3  RD  of  the  Noor- 
mamien.  The  £36  of  hendrick  gysbertss  'van  Vianen  were  received 
and  given  to  my  brother  in  law  to  hand  to  your  wife,  but  this  she 
did  not  know  yet  when  she  wrote  her  letter. 

The  t*3  of  minne  bouieessz  are  still  lacking  .  .  on  account 
oi  the  great  changes  which  have  taken  place  here,  and  if  1  had  not 
exerted  my  influence  they  would  have  recalled  you  together  with 

i i< ts  whom  they  are  ordering  home,  as  my  nephew  Woutter  Tail 
■  wilier,  who  now  goes  there  as  director  general,  will  no  doubt  tell 
you.  lie  has  also  done  his  best  to  keep  you  there,  so  that  you  will 
fiow  have  to  pay  close  attention  to  your  duties  and  perform  them  to 
the  best  services  of  the  Company  or  they  will  the  next  time  easily 
fuid  occasion  to  remand  you.  However,  I  have  no  doubt  but  you 
will  properly  acquit  yourself  of  them. 

1  have  asked  my  aforesaid  nephew  to  look  a  little  after  tlie  affairs 
"i  my  colony,  which  you  will  please  do  also  and  faithfully  advise  me 
of  all  that  happens  there. 

1  have  released  W olffert  Gerritsz,  on  your  advice  and  at  his  re- 
quest, and  also  given  my  nephew  orders  to  talk  over  with  you  the 
tilings  of  which  you  write.  I  see  that  of  my  eight  calves  six  arrived, 
"t  which  two  died  later  in  that  country,  so  that  there  are  still  four 
le'it,  Which  no  doubt  you.  have  sent  up  the  river  with  my  other  ani- 
mals in  good  time  in  the  spring.  I  hear  some  complaints  that  yon 
have  worked  my  horses  a  little  too  hard  so  that  they  have  all  thrown 
their  colts  prematurely.  I  hope  that  this  is  not  true,  but  that  on  the 
contrary  they  brought  forth  the  colts  last  May.  I  wish,  now  that  the 
farm  of  miriuit  has  been  granted  to  my  nephew  iv  outers  an  Tzvii'ler, 
that  you  might  get  that  of  Bylvelt,  and  also  that  I  might  get  the 


**  V.  R.  B.  Ust,  Letter  Book.  f.2u 

11  RI>  stands  for  rijksdaaldcr,  or  rix-dollar,  a  silver  coin  of  the  value  of  2.50  guilders. 
"  Here  a  line  or  more  must  have  been  omitted  in  the  Letter  Book. 
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surplus  young  stork  of  both,  as  otherwise  I  do  not  know  wherewith 
to  support  without  loss  the  50  persons  whom  1  must  have  there 
within  four  years.  The  hogs  which  must  still  be  delivered  to  me 
hy  the  Company,  1  have  requested  my  nephew  to  take  of  you  on 
proper  payment.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Rutger  hendrixsen  has  ac- 
quitted himself  so  well  and  has  a  fine  farm  with  a  good  farmhouse 
and  16  morgens  winter  wheat  in  the  fiekj  and  apparently  will  have 
sown  also  a  good  quantity  of  summer  wheat. 

I  have  made  him  officer  over  my' colony  named  Rensselaerswyck, 
and  presented  him  with  a  plated  rapier  and  baldric  as  well  as  a  hat 
with  plume. 

I  have  thought  fit  to  establish  another  farm  above  Fort  Orange, 
of  whieh  Gc/ru  tkeeusz  de  reus  shall  be  fanner.  1  have  promised 
to  return  to  him  the  animals  which  came  from  him  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  find  them  there  on  his  arrival.  Also  a  fourth 
farm  on  Castle  Island,  next  to  Rutgers,  of  which  Brandt  peelen  will 
be  farmer.  I  hope  that  I  shall  have  animals  enough  for  the  afore- 
said farms,  which  with  that  of  Roeloff  Janssz  will  then  be  four  in 
number,  and  if  I  can  get  more  animals,  I  should  by  the  next  ship 
like  to  fit  out  two  more  farms  and  send  the  people  for  them  over  at 
the  same  time.  I  beg  you  to  look  well  after  these  matters,  especi- 
ally when  you  go  up  there  to  note  how  everything  proceeds  and  who 
acquits  himself  be>t,  just  as  you  have  done  lately,  for  which  I  thank 
you  very  kindly.  In  turn  1  shall  on  all  occasions  look  after  your 
interests. 

For  the  rest  I  refer  to  the  verbal  report  of  my  nephew  W outer 
ran  Twiller,  to  whom  I  have  recommeded  you  most  highly.  I 
doubt  not  but  he  will  be  more  favorably  inclined  toward  you  than 
his  predecessor  has  been.  But  you  have  occupied  yourself  a  little 
too  much  with  the  personal  question  against  the  director,  notwith- 
standing I  had  warned  you  so  strongly  against  that.  In  all  well 
ordered  governments  our  must  respect  his  chief  and  work  not  for 
faction  but  for  the  common  good,  for  where  the  head  is  against 
the  members  and  the  members  against  the  head  everything  must  be 
lost. 

Wherewith  ending,  mon  cousin,  I  commend  you  to  the  gracious 
protection  of  Almighty  God  and  with  hearty  salutations  from  my- 
self, my  wife,  her  mother,  sister  and  brothers  and  all  tl\e  friends, 
remain, 

Your  willing  servant  and  Cousin, 

K.  V.  R. 


VAN  RENSSELAER  BOWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


2I5 


N.  B.  I  should  like  nothing  better  than  10  hear  by  your  next  let- 
ter that  you  are  on  goods  terms  with  my  nephew,  the  director,  and 
if  you  hear  anything  to  his  disparagement,  yon  will  properly  defend 
and  warn  him.  The  letter  of  your  wife,  I  have  sent  by  him;  it  is 
in  the  chestL':;  in  which  are  my  farm  implements,  such  as  Hainault 
and  grass  scythes.  Vale. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Dirck  Cornelisz  Duyster24 

Inly  20,  i6$2 

Laus  Deo,  this  day,  20  July  1632,  in  Amsterdam 

Honorable,  discreet  S'  Dirck  Cornclissz  duyster:  This  will  serve 
[to  let  you  know  J  that  I  have  duly  received  your  writing  of  the  1st 
of  November  last  past,  from  which  1  learn  the  situation  of  my  farms 
and  your  opinion  of  wolfTcrt  gerritsen,  whom  I  have  released  at 
his  request.  You  thank  me  that  I  have  procured  you  the  office  of 
commiSj  which  I  did  with  great  pleasure,,  conscientiously  believing 
that  you  merited  it.  I  only  wish  that  my  successors  had  done  so 
likewise,  but  as  new  lords  usually  make  new  laws,  I  have  heard  a 
rumor  that  they  have  appointed  some  one  else  above  you  and  also 
that  they  summon  home  albert  diteringh  and  Bastiaen  Janssz  croft. 
Therefore,  if  you  should  make  difficulty  about  accepting  again  the 
office  of  ondcr-commis,  no  one  of  the  old  servants  would  remain 
there,  which  might  easily  cause  great  changes  and  the  complete  de- 
struction and  ruin  of  the  flourishing  trade  which  now  increases  so 
much,  and  at  the  same  time  completely  spoil  my  young  and  tender 
culony  which  has  already  cost  me  so  much,  and  place  the  people  in 
great  peril,  which  I  hope  Almighty  God  will  graciously  prevent.  I 
should  be  pleased  if  you  could  resolve  to  stay  there,  as  I  do  not 
know  at  all  the  conimis-''  who  is  to  be  there,  and  as  I  hear  that  he  is 
quite  prejudiced  against  the  colonies,  so  that  instead  of  showing 
friendship,  lie  will  seek  to  offend  me.  If  he  do  so,  I  shall  oppose 
him,  and  who  knows  how  it  will  go  ten  months  from  now,  when 
again  six  directors  must  retire.  I  have  already  brought  some  order 
»"  my  colony  called  RetTSselaerswyck,  namely  I  have  appointed  Rut- 
..yr  hendrixsen  as  officer  and  schout  and  also  chosen  five  schepens 
t«»  guard  my  rights  there,  ami  I  have  sent  to  each  a  printed  copy 
"i  the  Freedoms  with  full  instructions  according  to  which  they 

*'  csrzasocn  kxstgen. 
mV.  /<\  II.  Ms*j  Letter  Book,  f.22. 
*  Hafts  Joriiz  Ilunthum. 
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must  regulate  themselves.  If  the  cmnniis  refuse  me  favors  that  he 
could  easily  grant  without  prejudice  to  the  Company,  I  must  look 
out  for  myself,  as  all  the  land  from  beer  en  Island  to  Moenemins 
Castle  belongs  to  me  by  lawful  purchase  and  conveyance,  even  the 
land  on  which  Fort  Orange  stands,  and  nobody  may  without  my 
consent  fish,  fowl  or  snoot  game,  or  even  do  any  farming  on  my 
land,  according  to  the  sixth  article,  However,  if  he  is  disposed  to 
act  in  a  proper  and  neighborly  manner,  I  seek  only  peace  and  pleas- 
ant relations,  but  if  he  is  not  willing,  I  shall  not  trouble  myself  much 
about  him.  I  have  prohibited  my  people  from  trading  in  peltries 
notwithstanding  I  have  as  good  a  right  as  others,20  according  to  the 
fifteenth  article  of  the  Freedoms.  I  have  done  this  to  avoid  dispute 
with  the  Company  and  therefore  hope  that  as  hitherto  they  will  not 
act  otherwise  than  fairly  towards  me,  unless  the  commis  who  is  now 
going  there  should  be  partial,  as  I  fear  he  will  be,  and  as  I  have 
been  told  he  has  already  sufficiently  intimated  here  in  this  country. 
The  Company  might  better  have  entrusted  the  trade  to  you,  or  at 
least  could  have  sent  another  and  less  notorious27  person  than  this. 
I  am  very  anxious  [to  know]  whether  he  will  prove  the  man  [to  do 
the  things]  for  which  some  have  forced  him  in  fairly  against  the 
breast  of  many  of  the  directors.  They  have  made  my  nephew  Wont- 
ter  van  Twill er  director  general,  who  also  goes  over  now.  I  have 
most  highly  recommended  you  to  him.  lie  is  quite  content  with  you  ; 
would  that  he  were  equally  satisfied  with  the  other,  but  time  will 
show.  If  you  can  not  resolve  to  stay  at  Fort  Orange,  you  might 
try  to  exchange  places  with  Jacobus  van  Covlcr,  that  he  might  be 
appointed  at  the  fort  and  you  as  co minis  at  the  North.2S  If  you  de- 
cide to  stay,  I  recommend  you  to  do  your  best,  and  inasmuch  as 
Rutger  hendrixsz  and  my  other  men  are  not  very  ready  with  the 
pen,  be  pleased  to  help  them  a  little  and  I  trust  you  enough  for  them 
to  let  you  read  my  letters  and  instructions.  Wherewith  ending, 
I  commend  you  to  the  gracious  protection  of  Almighty  God  and 
greet  you  heartily. 

Your  affectionate  friend 

Kindly  do  me  the  favor  to  have  albert  dicterinck  or  some  one 
else  some  day  pace  off  the  farm  lands  from  Moenemins  Castle  to 

20  The  original  has  olsoo  gcen  rccht  hebbe  ah  andere,  which  is  apparently  a  mistake 
fur  alsoo  gocd  een  recLt  hebbe  als  andere;  see  article  6  of  instructions  to  Rutger 
Hendricksz,  p.  znq. 

27  ops[-racckelyck. 

88  om  de  Nadri;  literally,  around  the  North.  The  expression  refers  probably  to  Fort 
Good  Hope,  or.  the  Connecticut  River. 
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falls  and  from  the  falls  to  the  pine  wood29  lying  above  the  is- 
lands;  also  the  lands  near  the  mill  creek,3''  and  the  farm  lands  op- 
l*»site  Fort  Orange,  as  well  as  those  which  lie  between  beijren  Is- 
lam! and  Smax  Island,  that  I  may  know  how  many  paces  long  and 
liow  many  wide  each  portion  is,  and  to  have  philips  Jansen  van  haer- 
fcn  make  a  map  thereof.  The  [map  of  thej  other  [land]  which 
Mr  crijir1  measured,  I  have  duly  received.  I  shall  also  write  a 
short  letter  to  albert  dietcrinck  and  another  1:0  Bastiacn  Jansen  crol, 
as  I  very  much  desire  this  done,  gcrrit  dc  Reux  will  no  doubt 
help  also. 


Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Bastiaen  Jansz  Krol32 

July  20,  1632 

Laus  Deo.  this  day,  20  July  1632,  in  Amsterdam 
luisliaen  Jansz  crol 

Honorable,  prudent,  very  discreet  Sir:  I  find  myself  with  your 
favor  of  the  33  January,  in  which  you  thank  me  that  I  helped  to 
promote  you  to  the  directorship,34  which  I  did  with  pleasure.  How- 
ever, though  new  lords  make  new  laws,  I  am  astonished  at  the 
great  changes  which  they  are  making,  inasmuch  as  they  summon 
you  and  albert  ditermg  home  and  send  a  new  cornmis  to  Fort  Or- 
ange, appointing  Dirck  cornelissz  again  as  onder-commis,  and  if  the 
same  refuse  to  accept 4his,  as  I  half  fear  he  will,  not  one  of  the  old 
servants  will  be  there,  with  the  result  that  the  trade  which  has  now 
heen  placed  upon  such  a  good  footing  by  you  might  again  be  com- 
[>letely  mined,  unless  something  worse  happen,  which  God  forbid. 
!  thank  von  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  and  other  courtesies  done 
lo  rote,  as  well  as  for  the  communications  sent  to  me,  and  although 
they  now  send  my  nephew  Wouttcr  there  as  director,  believe  me 
freely  that  he  has  not  tried  in  the  least  to  oust  you  from  your  office, 
as  the  directors  have  offered  it  to  him  without  his  asking  for  it  and 
without  my  speaking  to  any  one  about  it  for  him,  going  on  the 
•-'<  iHTal  principle  that  they  wanted  to  call  all  the  people  home  (which 

C»y.vh<*m  bos;  the  site  nf  tli c  present  city  of  Watcrvlict. 
"  't.  ulrhil;  the.  Normans  Kill. 
<  ri;n  Frederick??: ;  see  p.  636. 

A'.  />'.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f.aic. 
"  «!-W  of  month  not  given. 

Krol  was  director  f&eperal  of  New  Nethcrland  for  13  months, 'apparently  from  the 
•  '  r  I  1  ;  ruary,  or  begipmriK  of  March   1632  to  the  end  of  March   1633;  see  Examina- 
1   Kastiacri  Jansz  Krol,  June  30,   1634,  on  p.  303. 
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thus  far  they  have  not  been  able  to  do  however)  and  send  altogether 
a  new  set  of  people,  a  few  excepted.  Whether  they  act  prudently 
and  wisely  in  this,  I  leave  for  others  who  are  cleverer  than  myself 
to  judge.  The  result  will  show  it;  and  whether  they  arc  not  recall- 
ing more  efficient  and  faithful  people  than  some  of  the  new  ones 
they  send  out;  the  Lord  only  knows.  At  all  events,  many  of  them 
are  sorry  to  send  any  one  who  is  favorable  to  the  patroons,  even 
without  harm  to  the  Company.  But  they  can  not  yet  do  every- 
thing they  would  like.  T  commend  to  you  once  more  the  best  inter- 
ests of  my  colony,  which  has  already  cost  me  a  great  deal.  Where- 
with ending,  I  commend  you  to  God's  gracious  protection  and  send 
hearty  greetings. 

Your  very  favorably  disposed  friend 

I  should  be  pleased  if  aibcrt  Dictcrinck  or  some  one  else  would 
some  day  pace  off  those  of  my  farm  lands  which  Mrcrijn"'}  has  not 
measured,  to  wit:  opposite  Fort  Orange;  also  near  the  mill  creek;30 
further  above  the  pine  wood37  to  the  falls,  from  there  to  Moene- 
7i ri us  Castle,  the  length  and  the  width. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wolfert  Gerritsz38 

July  20,  1632 

Laus  Deo,  this  day,  20  July  1632,  in  Amsterdam 
Honorable,  discreet  JVoffcrt  Gerritsz: 

Your  letter  of  the  oth  of  January  last  I  duly  received,  from 
which  I  learned  the  condition  of  my  farms,  as  also  that  I  should 
send  some  farm  hands,  to  which  end  I  have  engaged  Gerrit  iJieeussz 
de  reus,  who  goes  thither  with  some  servants.  I  did  not  send 
more,  as  I  thought  that  for  the  present  this  would  be  enough.  I 
had  hoped  that  you  would  have  settled  in  my  colony  but,  as  I  am 
told,  your  wife  was  not  much  inclined  thereto,  which  I  imagine  to 
be  the  reason  that  you  seek  to  be  released,  and  as  I  should  be  sorry 
to  keep  anybody  in  my  service  against  his  will  and  to  his  discom- 
fort, I  have- ordered  by  nephew  IV miter  van  Twitter,  who  now 
goes  thither  as  director  general,  to  settle  your  past  accounts  in  all 
fairness  and  at  the  same  time  to  negotiate  with  you  about  the 
animals  that  remain  in  your  possession,  as  1  still  need  quite  a  num- 

'•Crijn  Fredericksz :  see  p.  6.36. 
M  metilckil;  referring  to  the  Normans  Kill. 
"  zrcjnen  bos;  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Watcrvliet. 
*  V.  R.  D.  Uss.   Letter  Book,  (.23. 
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ber  for  the  completion  of  my  projected  farms  and  Officer  notclman 
has  advised  me  that  you  will  let  me  have  some.  I  should  have  been 
pleased  if  you  had  sent  me  the  account  of  the  various  kinds  of 
grain  which  were  grown  in  163 1  and  whether  they  amounted  to 
enough  to  furnish  food  for  all  my  people  and  animals,  as  I  can 
not  learn  what  was  grown  in  1631  ;  1  hope  that  this  year  will  be 
better. 

It  shows  bad  management  that  Roeloff  Jansscn  could  not  get 
any  winter  seed ;  I  hope  that  he  has  sown  the  more  summer  seed. 
If  my  people  had  a  good  supply  of  grain,  I  should  think  it  not  a 
bad  plan  if  I  established  a  brewery  and  brandy  distillery  in  my 
district,  in  regard  to  which  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  your  advice 
at  the  first  opportunity,  as  also  how  many  farms  there  could  be  in 
my  colony  giving  every  farmer  20  or  30  morgens  arable  land  be- 
sides pasture  and  meadow  land.  For  the  rest  I  refer  to  the  verbal 
communications  of  my  nephew,  the  director,  commending  you 
meanwhile  to  the  gracious  protection  of  Almighty  God  and  salut- 
ing you  heartiry. 

Your  very  willing  friend 

I  have  recommended  you  to  my  nephew,  who  I  have  no  doubt 
will  show  you  every  favor  so  far  as  the  service  of  the  Company  and 
his  commission  will  allow. 

Memoranda  about  letters  to  Albert  Dieterinck  and  Jacobus  van 
Curler  and  about  Rutger  Morrisr/J 

July  20,  1 r6 '32 

N.  B.  The  letter  to  aelbert  diettcrinck  respecting  the  pacing  off 
of  the  farm  lands. 

N.  B.  Ditto  to  Jacobus  van  Corler  to  take  the  place  of  dirrich 
cornclisscn  Duyster  as  ondcr-commis  at  Fort  Orange,  who  in  turn 
could  in  his  stead  become  commis  at  the  North.40 

N.  B.  The  English  boy  who  came  over  from  the  South  is  called 
Ritf^crt  Moris;  he  is  drummer  at  the  Mahhatans  and  has  sown 
tobacco  for  Director  Minuijt.  From  300  plants  the  director  had 
at  a  guess  80  lb;  it  was  sown  in  the  fall,  covered  during  the  winter 
with  manure  and  transplanted  in  the  spring. 

89  V.  ft.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f.23. 
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List  of  animals  in  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck41 
July  20,  1632 

Classification  of  the  animals  belonging  to  the  colony  of  Rens- 
selaerswyck with  specific  a  lion42  of  the  persons  from  whom  I  have 
obtained  them,  this  20th  of  July  1632 


Mares       3  from  the  farm  of  Evert  jock  en — there  remains  still 
1  belonging  to  the  Company, 
o  1  bought  of  the  stave  splitters  has  died  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Rutger 
4  bought  of  the  Company,  1630,  which  are  now  all  fully 
2T/3  years  old 

4  from  the  farm  of  Gerrit  de  Reux  which  bore  colts 
2  from  the  farm  of  Bylevclt  which  bear  colts 


Total  13 

Stallions    2  foaled  in  1630,  bought  of  Pr  m'wuijt 

1  foaled  in  1630,  from  the  farm  of  Bylevclt 

2  old  ones  bought  of  the  Company,  on  the  farm  of 

Roclof  j  an  sen 
I  thrown  in  1629,  bought  of  the  Company,  coming  from 

mimtijt  \ 
I  thrown  in  1630  bought  of  minuljt.    X.  B.  This  shall 

be  yours  provided  you  give  me  some  colts  thrown 

May  1632  in  return 
I  thrown  in  1630  or  1631,  bought  of  Gerrit  de  Reux 
1  colt,  thrown  in  1 631,  on  the  farm  of  Rutger;  do  not 

know  whether  it  is  a  stallion  or  a  mare 

Total  22  horses  with  the  increase  which  they  have  had  [till]  May 
1632.  Among  these  are  probably  20  fit  for  work, 
even  if  you  took  the  stallions  from  them,  so  that  at 
least  five  farms  could  be  stocked  therewith. 


Milch  cows    2  from  the  farm  of  Evert  foe  ken 

o  1  ditto  died  on  the  farm  aforesaid 
2  boucrht  of  Minuvt 


fhcre  rcmnin  bc- 
lonpinc  to  the 
Company  i  row 
and  2  heifers 


»  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  IM. 

"The  words  here  italicized  were  added  in  the  margin  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
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5  delivered  by  Gen  ii  dc  Reus:  to  nooielman;  should 
have  been  only  4,  received  therewith  only  1  year- 
ling and  I  have  paid  for  the  increase  in  value  to 
Reus,  to  wit,  £50 

5  bought  from  the  farm  of  Bylevelt 

1  bought  of  the  surplus  of  Bylevelt 

Total       15  cows 

Heifers  1  then  a  yearlong,  with  the  5  cows  oiReux.  There  are 
4  cows  and  2  yearlings  instead  of  5  cows  and  1 
yearling.    Extra  payment  as  above  £50 

2  born  1630,  bought  of  Reux 

4  born  1630,  bought  of  minuyt 

I  born  J 630,  bought  of  bylevelt 

1  born  1630,  bought  of  the  farm  of  bylevelt 

~'  ,;v«  1 

Total  24  animals,  most:  of  which  will  have  calved  in  May 
1632  and  with  which  at  least  5  farms  can  be 
stocked  and  Laurens  Laurcnsen  noorman  be 
given  2  or  3  besides. 
4  heifer  calves  born  1631,  of  the  8  sent  over  with 
nootehuan 

1  ditto  born  163 1,  raised  by.  Rutger  hendrixsen 
1  ditto  born  1631,  from  the  farm  of  Bylevelt 

30  heifers  and  calves 

also  10  yearling  bulls  and  oxen,  to  wit,  1  yearling  ox 
bought  of  Rcnx,  4  which  Rutger  hendrixsen  has: 
had,  2  bought  of  minuijt  and  3  of  Bylevelt 

also  6  heifer  calves  which  will  now  go  across  with  Reux 
by  this  ship;  cost  f8i  113 

The  purchased  hogs  with  the  increase  of  young  pigs,  you  will 
please  also  distribute  over  the  live  farms  and,  as  I  have  now  a 
fair  quantity  of  animals,  the  farmers  can  give  the  hogs  the  surplus 
buttermilk  to  drink  and  have  those  that  can  not  be  sold  in  the 
country  killed  toward  winter  when  they  are  fat,  and  salted  and 
cured,  and  if  due  attention  is  given  thereto  I  imagine  that  it  can 
he  made  a  source  of  great  profit,  as  they  can  get  most  of  their 
h»od  from  tlie  woods. 
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List  of  the  men  on  the  farms43 
*  July  20,  1632 
The  men  on  the  farms 

On  Rcnselacrs  burch 

Officer  Rut gcr  Hendrixsen,  farmer 
Cornells  jucopsen  van  mar  I  ens  dyck 
Seger  jansen  van  nleukerch 
pieter  hendrixsen  van  soesl 

On  Welys  burch 

Brandt  peelen  van  nleukerch,  farmer 
Barent  jansen  van  Desens4i 
Marcus  mense  van  cuyleborcli 

the  fourth  rciix  will  have  to  do  without  if  your  honor  can 
not  get  another  in  his  stead43 

On  de  laetsburcli 

Roelof  jansen  van  niastcrhindt,  farmer 
Claes  Claeseu  van  vlecher 
Jacob  Goyversen  van  vlecher 

On  Blonunaert  Burch 

Gerrit  Teeusen  den  reux,  farmer 
}i  end  rick  frerlcksen  van  Bun  nick 
Cornells  Thonisscn  van  meerkefch 

On  Godyus  burgh}  to  he  erected  near  the  mill  creek  where  there 
is  much  timber,  or,  in  order  to  be  nearer  by,  at  the  next 
creek  toward  Fort  Orange,  opposite  Castle  Island,  or 
otherwise,  if  that  can  not  conveniently  be  done,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  near  Roelof  j an  sens 

The  foreman  of  Pieter  Bylevelt  to  be  made  farmer,  a  farm 
laborer  to  be  engaged  there  and  also  another  laborer  or  a  black 
in  his  stead. 

If  there  are  suitable  farm  hands  whose  time  is  up  and  wdio  wrant 
to  come  home,  some  more  might  be  engaged  with  the  advice  of  the 
farmers  if  the  wages  are  reasonable. 

N.  B,  If  the  laborers  of  Bylevelt  should  not  he  willing  to  serve 
me  or  not  be  satisfactory  to  me.  yon  may  engage  theuuls  willcmsen, 

•  V.  R.  D.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  {.26. 
ubc:roit  lanscn  vau  esentUu?l,  p.  3"S. 

*  See  p.  196,  §04. 
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who  was  left  over  in  Swttenendaei,4*  to  serve  out  the  rest  of  his 
term  as  farmer  up  the  river. 

I  hear  also  that  Cornells  van  voorst  has  laborers  whose  time  is 
up  and  that  he  has  engaged  new  men.  It  would  not  be  bad  either 
to  use  Laurens  Laurensen  or  his  mate  as  farmer. 

Inventory  of  goods  and  animals  soid  by  Peter  Minuit  to  Wouter 
van  T  wilier  and  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer*7 

July  20 }  1632 

Gcrrct  Jansen  van  oldenborch,  foreman  on  my  farm,  or  some  one 
else  in  his  absence,  shall  let  Wauter  van  twill  er,  director  of  New 
Netherland,  have  these  following  animals  and  tools,  sold  and  ceded 
to  him  of  the  animals  which  I  had  in  stock  in  January  1632  accord- 
ing to  inventory  of  the  council  signed  by  bastiaen  Jansen  Croll, 
with  this  understanding  that  if  any  one  of  them  have  died  they 
shall  be  charged  to  the  said  van  TzvUIcr,  in  return  for  which  he 
shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  colts  and  calves  thrown  since: 

four  old  mares,  with  colt  at  the  time 

four  old  cows,  also  with  calf 

two  heifers,  then  one  year  old 

six  sheep 

six  hoc^s 

These  sheep  and  hogs  Minuit  did  not  receive  from  the 
Company;  van  tffiilUr  must  claim  them  therefore  of 
the  Company  or  deduct  from  the  horses  and  cows 
which  he  must  hereafter  furnish  to  the  same. 

a  goodly  number  of  chickens  and  pigeons 

a  half-worn  wagon 

an  old  ditto 

two  plows  with  their  belongings 

about  15  morgens  of  winter' seeding ;  also  seed  ordered 
and  directed  sown  as  follows: 

three  morgens  of  oats 
one  morgen  of  peas 
a  well  seeded  and  planted  garden. 

die  in  Swaenendael  oTergeschoten  is.  This  phrase  may  mean  either  that  Theuttis 
"rillent$  was  engaged  in  excess  of  the  men  required  in  Swanendael  or  that  he  survived 
Ihe  raa&sacre1  the  news  of  the  destruction  of  the  colony  having  reached  Holland  May  24, 
'632.  From  the  account  of  the  destruction  of  Swanendael  in  de^Vries,  Kortc  Historiael, 
P.  »ot.  it  would  seem  that  all  the  colonists  were  killed. 

*'  I',  h'.  B.  Msi,  Letter  BQffk,  f.23b.    This  document  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Peter 
Minuit. 
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For  which  aforesaid  items  the  said  van  twiller  shall  pay  as  fol- 
lows:  to  the  West  India  Company  for  the  rent  remaining-  unpaid 
the  sum  of  500  guilders;  to  the  aforesaid  Peter  Minuit  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  at  id  fifty  guilders;**  to  the  aforesaid  Company  two 
horses,  two  cows,  three  sheep,  three  hogs;  in  return  for  which 
aforesaid  items  he  shall  be  credited  with  the  first  100  guilders  which 
Minuit  has  paid  on  the  ^ease  avid  shall  have  the  food  supplies  for 
men  and  animals  till  next  harvest,  left  there  by  Minuit,  who  was 
not  obliged  to  supply  them  longer  than  till  the  first  of  May  1632, 
the  said  minuit  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  farm  hands  till  the  first 
of  May  1632,  He,  tiviller,  shall  also  have  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
crease before  Ma}'  1632,  that  is  to  say,  what  it  amounts  to  over 
and  above  the  loss  through  death  of  the  old  animals;  also  the  im- 
provement of  the  garden  and  newly  cultivated  lauds  as  well  as  the 
larger  part  of  the  winter  seeding  and  all  the  supply  of  summer 
seed  ;  also  the  improvement  of  the  horses  during  the  years  as  also 
that  they  are  mares. 

The  said  gcrret  Jans  en  van  oldenborch  shall  deliver  to  the  afore- 
named JVauter  van  tiviller  for  account  of  killiaen  van  Renselaer 
these  following  animals  sold  to  him,  upon  condition  that  the  loss 
of  those  which  shall  have  died  after  the  14th  of  January  1632  shall 
be  borne  by  the  said  Renselaer,  who  in  return  shall  enjoy  the 
growth  and  increase  since  the  aforesaid  14th  of  January  1632,  pro- 
vided he  supplies  them  with  food  till  July  1632 : 


two  fillies  born  about  May  1630,  together   f  80 

one  young  stallion,  also  born  about  May  1630   f  40 

two  milch  cows,  three  years  old  and  with  calf   fi6o 

four  heifers  with  calf,  born  in  1630   fi6o 

two  bull  calves,  one  year  old  in  January  last   f  20 

three  hogs,  all  old  sows   f  40 


Total    f  500 


for  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck 

In  witness  of  the  truth  that  this  has  been  thus  agreed,  I,  the 
underwritten,  have  signed  this  witli  my  own  hand.  Done  at  Amb- 
sterdam,  the  20th  of  July  1632. 

[signed]        Peter  Minuit 


u  Underlined  in  original. 
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Bill  of  sale  of  increase  of  animals  on  farm  No.  3,  on  the  Island  of 
Manhattan,  by  Pieter  Bijlvelt  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer4'1 
July  20,  1632 

I,  the  underwritten.  Pieter  pieter  sen  bijlevelt,  hereby  acknowledge 
that  with  the  consent  of  the  lords  directors  of  the  Chartered  West 
India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  I  have  sold  to  kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer  the  following-  animals,  being-  the  increase,  over  and 
above  the  animals  and  implements  which  belong  to  the  farm  and 
which  I  leave  there  till  further  order,  having  sold  only  the  surplus, 
to  wit  on  farm  No.  3  : 

one  of  the  six  milch  cows  left  on  said  farm  No.  3  the 


first  of  January  1632  with  a  calf   f  80 

one  of  the  two  heifers  —  born  in  1630,  with  the  calf  if 

there  is  one.  at   f  40 

three  bull  calves  born  in  1631   f  30 

seven  young  pigs,  then  four  months  old.  

four  old  hogs.    Total  for  the  11  animals   fioo 

In  all   f250 


It  being  well  understood  that  with  the  cow  a  heifer  calf  shall  be 
delivered  if  there  is  a  heifer  calf  from  the  six  cows,  otherwise  in 
its  stead  a  bull  calf;  also  a  heifer  calf  if  there  is  one  from  the  two 
heifers,  otherwise  also  a  bull  calf;  also  the  young  pigs  raised  from 
the  11;  provided  that  he  must  feed  the  said  cattle  and  hogs  till 
the  new  planting. 

I  therefore  order  Tennis  dirxsen  van  veehten  as  farmer,  or  who- 
ever shall  be  on  the  said  farm  in  his  stead,  to  place  the  aforesaid 
cattle  and  hogs  at  the  disposal  of  the  said  Rensselaer  or  his  agent. 
Done  at  Amsterdam  this  20th  of  July,  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  [signed]       pr.  Bijlveltt 

1,  the  underwritten,  acknowledge  that  I  have  received  from  the 
hands  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  the  sum  of  125  guilders,  the  re- 
maining 125  guilders  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  I  am  advised  mat  the 
above  cattle  and  hogs  have  been  delivered.  Done  as  above  this 
20th  of  July  1632. 

50  Rd  at  50  st  each    fi25  [signed]       pr.  Bijlvelt t 

X.  11.  For  the  colony  of  Rensselacrswyck 
I  Knclorsed] 

1632  20  July 

Pr:  Bijlevelt  fi25 

■      R.  B,  Mss  5;    in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer.     Also  in  Letter 
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Promissory  note  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter  Bijlvelt  for 
increase  of  animals  on  farm  No.  3"" 

July  20,  1632 

Receipts  for  payment  on  same 

February  24,  1634 ' 

I,  the  underwritten,  promise  hereby  to  pay  to  pietter  Bijlevelt 
the  sum  of  125  guilders,  being  the  balance  on  account  of  the  cattle 
sold  to  me,  as  soon  as  he  shall  receive  tidings  that  the  same  have 
been  delivered  to  me  or  my  agent  in  New  Netherland. 

one  milch  cow  with  a  heifer  calf 

one  heifer  with  a  heifer  calf 

three  bull  calves  born  in  163 1 

seven  young  pigs,  four  months  old  in  January  1632 
four  old  hogs 

On  which  items  I  have  paid  him  125  guilders;  the  remaining  it2$ 
I  am  to  pay  as  stated  above.  Done  at  Amsterdam  this  20th  of 
July,  sixteen  hundred  thirty-two. 

[signed]       Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer 

N.  B.  that  Cornelius  van  Voorst  has  caused  a  cow  to  be  taken 
from  the  farm  of  bijlevelt,  pretending  to  have  bought  the  same, 
though  bylevelt  on  the  contrary  declares  that  he  has  sold  none  to 
him  or  to  Mr  paauw. 

I,  the  underwritten,  acknowledge  that  I  have  received  from  the 
hands  of  kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  in  satisfaction  of  the  above  account 
the  sum  of  45  guilders,  the  sum  of  80  guilders  having  been  de- 
ducted for  a  cow  which  Cornell}  van  Voorst  in  the  name  of  Mr 
Michiel  paauw  has  taken.  This  cow  I  have  sold  to  the  said 
rensclaer  and  promise  to  deliver  according  to  the  above  contract 
of  sale.  In  testimony  of  the  truth  I  have  signed  this  in  Amsterdam 
this  24th  of  February  163-!. 

[signed]       pr  Bijlvelt 

18  rix-dollars  a  50  st  —  f45  — 
[Endorsed] 

1634  24  February 

Pr.  Bijlevelt    .  £45 

Received  from  the  hands  of  Kiliaen  van  Renselacr  the  sum  of 
80  guilders,  to  wit,  45  guilders  on  a  promissory  note  for  125  gttil- 


60  V.  R.  B.  Mss  7.    In  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
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tiers  due  for  cattle  sold  to  the  said  Renselacr  to  be  delivered  in 
New  Xetherland  and  also  35  guilders  on  a  note  for  125  guilders  on 
account  of  my  farm  with  the  cattle  and  implements  also  sold  to 
him,  everything  according  to  the  contract  and  the  aforesaid  prom- 
issory note.  In  testimony  of  the  truth  I  have  signed  this  our  writ- 
ing on  the  24th  of  February  1634  in  Amsterdam  with  my  own  hand. 

[signed]       pr.  Bijlveltt 

[Kndorsed] 

1634  24  Feb. 

Pr  Bylevclt    .    .  fSo 

Bill  of  sale  of  animals  and  implements  on  farm  No.  3,  on 
the  island  of  Manhattan,  by  Pieter  Bijlveit  to  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer51 

July  20,  1632 

I,  the  underwritten,  acknowledge  hereby  that  I  have  sold  and 
transferred  to  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer,  who  acknowledges  that  he 
lias  bought  and  taken  them  over,  the  following  animals,  implements 
and  other  articles  belonging  to  me  and  at  present  in  New  Nether- 
lands on  farm  No.  3  last  occupied  by  me,  and  this  after  previous 
offer  of  sale  as  well  to  the  directors  of  the  Company  as  to  the 
secretary  Jchan  van  Remand;  neither  the  Company  nor  remand 
being  willing  to  accept  the  same,  the  said  directors  have  granted 
me  permission  to  sell  the  same  and  accordingly  I  have  sold  to  the 
said  rensselacr  the  following  items  according  to  the  inventory  of 
my  possessions  taken  by  the  council  on  the  first  of  January  last, 
the  decrease  or  increase,  losses  by  death  and  increase  of  calves, 
colts,  pigs  and  other  animals  to  be  to  the  profit  or  loss  of  the  afore- 
said rensselacr: 

two  old  marcs  bearing  colts 
one  young  ditto,  two  years  old 

five  milch  cows  of  the  original  six,  all  believed  to  be  with  calf 
one  of  the  two  heifers  born  1630 
one  heifer  calf  of  1631 

sheep 
six  hogs 

Of  these  bylevclt  has  received  from  the  Company  only  four 
sheep  and  no  hogs,  which  the  Company  must  make  good 
a  large  number  of  chickens 

I  •  A'  B.  Mss  5.    In  the  handwriting  of  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer. 
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a  new  wagon,  the  wheels  having  iron  tires 
three  plows  with  accessories 

the  crop  of  seven  morgeus  of  whiter  seeding,  as  well  as  all 
provision  of  summer  seed  which  he  has  left,  namely  oats, 
barley  and  gray  peas  with  the  crops  thereof 

the  well  seeded  a  ad  planted  garden 

also  cost  and  wages  of  his  workmen  till  May  1632,  which 
andries  hudden  teas  undertaken  to  furnish  for  the  milk  and 
butter  which  he  is  to  have 

also  forage  for  the  stock  till  the  next  planting 

a  barrack5-  with  seel  estimated  by  the  council  at  90  schepels, 
both  rye  and  wheat,  which  belong  to  him  and  on  which  he 
owes  the  Company  100  guilders  due  May  1632,  which  Rens- 
selaer agrees  to  pay 

also  the  oats,  peas  and  barley  which  may  be  left  shall  belong- 
to  renscler,  in  return  for  which  he  agrees  to  pay  400  guilders 
to  the  Company  for  the  remaining  four  terms 

also  two  horses  and  two  cows  to  be  delivered  to  the  Company 
according  to  the  contract 

In  addition  he  is  to  pay  to  me,  Pietcr  bijlevelt,  for  the  fulfilment 
of  all  the  foregoing  the  sum  of  150  guilders,  to  wit,  50  guilders  now 
and  the  remaining-  100  guilders  at  the  first  notice  that  the  goods 
have  been  delivered  to  him. 

Done  at  Amsterdam  tins  20th  of  July  1632. 

[signed]       Pieter  Bijlveltt 

Promissory  note  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter  Bijlvelt  for 
animals  and  implements  on  farm  No.  3s3 

July  27,  1632 

Receipts  for  payments  of  same 

November  it,  1632 
February  2.j,  1634 

I,  the  underwritten,  hereby  acknowledge  that  I  owe  Pieter  Bij- 
leveli  the  sum  of  150  guilders,  the  balance  on  his  cattle  and  im- 
plements (which  he  has  in  New  Nether  land)  taken  over  from  him 
according  to  the  contract  made  with  IV outer  viler,  which 


«  Bcrch. 

63  V.  R.  B.  Mss  6.    In  tfre  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
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aforesaid  sum  of  i'150  I  am  to  pay  him  on  the  first  notice  of  the 
delivery  of  the  said  cattle  and  implements.  In  testimony  of  the 
truth,  I  have  signed  this  in  Amsterdam  tin's  zjWx**  of  July  sixteen 
hundred  thirty-two. 

[signed]        Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer 

This  nth  of  November  1632  received  hereupon  from  the  hands 
of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  tiie  sum  of  65  guilders,  leaving  there- 
fore a  balance  of  85  guilders. 

According  to  the  decision  of  the  council  of  New  Netherlands  of 
the  18th  of  July  1633,  Rensselaer  must  deduct  from  the  account  of 
Bijleveldt  the  sum  of  50  guilders,  whereof  the  said  bijlevelt  may 
demand  an  explanation  showing  the  reason  why  this  is  done. 

Done  at  Amsterdam  this  24th  of  February  1634. 

I,  the  underwritten,  acknowledge  having  received  from  Kiliaen 
van  Rensselaer  in  satisfaction  of  this  account  the  sum  of  35  guil- 
ders with  the  reservation  that,  if  it  should  prove  later  that  the 
action  of  the'said  council  in  regard  to  the  50  guilders,  either  en- 
tirely or  in  part,  had  been  taken  unjustly,  the  said  Rensselaer, 
according  to  his  agreement  in  regard  thereto,  shall  make  good  and 
pay  me  the  same.  In  testimony  of  the  truth  I  have  signed  this  in 
Amsterdam  this  29th55  of  February  1634. 

[signed]         pr.  Bijlveltt 

14  rix-dollars  at  50  st  £35 
[Endorsed] 

1632  11  November 

Pr:  Bijlevelt  165 

1634 

24  Feb.  to  ditto  £35    .    .    f 35 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  van  Twill  er36 
July  2/,  1 63 2 
It'out'tcr  J  an  Tveiller,  at  the  Texel 

In  Amsterdam,  this  27th  of  July 
Mon  Cousin;  Yesterday,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  time,  I  sent 
peel  en  with  hendrick  Schacf*1  to  get  a  copy  of  your  contract, 
saw  Lybergen;*  who  told  them  that  he  would  bring  it  today 

M  !'■    -iMy  an  crmr  for  the  x?<>th  of  July  1632. 

V  ;  lrrntly  a  mistake  for  the  24th  of  February  1634. 
N  V   R.  Letter  Rook,  f..->4b. 

S  notary  public  at  Amsterdam;  see  Doc.  tel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  V.,  2:r«o. 

I  •    cr  I>anicl  or  Arnoult  van  Licbcrgen,  both  directors  of  the  West  India  Company. 
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before  the  meeting-  as  there  was  no  opportunity  yesterday.  Secre- 
tary Remundt  told  me  that  he  would  leave  this  afternoon;  he  is 
now  summoned  to  leave  here  this  morning-  as  the  wind  is  easterly; 
you  will  therefore  have  to  insist  that  those  who  arc  at  the  Texel 
sign  your  honor's  contract.  At  the  same  time  I  shall  insist  here, 
even  after  your  honor's  departure,  unless  the  commissioners  at 
the  Texel  shall  have  signed  it,  of  which  you  must  advise  me. 
Herewith  goes  the  contract  of  sale  of  the  animals,  tools  and  other 
things  of  farm  No.  I,  entered  into  with  the  former  director 
Minuit,  attested  by  his  signature,  by  which  you  can  see  what  be- 
longs to  the  farm  and  what  the  surplus  is  which  he  has  sold  to 
me..  The  1*150  I  shall  pay  him  for  your  honor;  place  this  to  my 
credit  and;  with  it  purchase  for  me  some  more  animals  in  New 
Netherland.  I  presume  that  wolplicrt  and  others  will  be  quite 
willing  to  sell,  as  so  many  of  the  people  leave. 

N.  B.  He  has  told  me  that  he  recommended  to  your  honor  for 
your  own  use  the  young  stallion  sole]  to  me;  if  your  honor  should 
like  that  horse  or  anything  else  that  is  included  in  my  purchase, 
you  are  free  to  take  it.  If  you  keep  the  stallion,  you  may  give  me 
in  return  for  it  as  well  as  for  the  fi5o  as  many  of  your  young  colts 
and  calves  as  you  think  proper. 

N.  B.  Contract  I  send  also  the  contract  concerning  the  surplus 
pte%r  hh  animals  bought  of  Pietcr  Bylevelt;  and  as  to  the 

bijievett »  animals  and  tools  belonging  to  Jiis  farm,  I  have 

bought  most  of  than  from  him  also.  But  on  account  of  the  hasty 
departure  of  the  secretary,  I  can  not  send  your  honor  the  document 
inasmuch  as  lie,  bylevelt,  will  not  be  here  till  an  hour  from  nozv  to 
close  the  matter  filially.  In  the  meantime,  consider  them  as  sold. 
I  send  herezi'ith  the  inventory  of  all  his  animals  and  implements; 
the  terms  are  that  he  pay  the  first  fioo  to  the  Company  to  which  lie 
must  sell;  that  for  the  second  fioo  he  surrender  [Jiis  claim  to]  00 
schepels  of  rye  and  zcheat  which  are  due  to  him;m  the  remaining 
f400  the  purchaser  must  pay  to  the  Company,  also  deliver  to  the 
Company  tzvo  horses  and  two  cows.  He  must  supply  tliem  with 
fodder  till  the  next  harvest,  also  pay  the  -wages  of  the  men  till  May 
1632,  which  he  says  andries  hudde  has  agreed  to  do  in  return  for 
the  milk  and  butter  of  the  cattle.  He  cedes  further  a  wagon  and 
plows  as  well  as  the  zvinfer  grain  and  ttic  supply  left  there  for  sum- 

69  Marginal  note  in  han<hvritincr  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer, 

80  tcg.cn  de  tweede  f  i<jo  hecfl  hy  tc  goe'de  schepcl  rogge  als  terrewe  dat  hy  dacr 
voor  overgecft. 
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met  grain,  provided  I  pay  him  in  hand  fijo.  I  have  offered  him 
fioo  and  a  small  diainond,  so  that  it  is  pretty  nearly  settled.  I 
shall  still  send  you  the  deed  if  I  have  time,61  Your  honor  must 
take  out  of  his  animals  first  those  which  be  has  sold  to  me;  the  other 
terms  I  am  content  to  leave  to  nootelman,  provided  he  gives  me  for 
the  1*150  which  I  must  give  in  addition  young  or  other  animals. 
There  are  six  milch  cows;  I  have  bought  one,  so  that  he  can  prob- 
ably spare  two  cows  and  some  calves.  The  two  old  mares  will 
also  have  colts  of  which  he  can  probably  spare  one  also.  The  hogs 
and  sheep  the  Company  has  furnished.02  These  animals  nootelman 
can  use  on  the  farm  of  Gerrit  de  Reus,  which  he  now  occupies. 

N.  B.  If  nootelman  lias  driven  my  horses  so  hard  that  they  have 
lost  their  colts,  he  must  furnish  me  others  in  their  stead  there. 
He  has  15  morgens  of  winter  seed,  so  that  he  is  already  supplied 
and  this  he  has  cultivated  with  my  horses.  And  as  to  the  right 
which  the  Company  might  claim  to  the  seeding  of  the  farm  of 
Byleveldt,  to  that  N.  B.  bylevelt  says  that  the  directors  have  ejected 
him  therefrom  and  that  it  is  not  his  fault  that  the  farm  must  lie 
idle,  as  lie  lias  not  been  able  to  leave  it  to  anybody  and  as  he  offered 
it  to  Secretary  Remundt  vho  would  not  accept  it,  so  that  lie  has 
obtained  permission  to  sell  the  cattle.  There  would  also  be  little 
objection  to  paying  the  Company  for  its  right  as  aside  from  the 
summer  seed  there  arc  [but]  seven  morgens  on  the  farm  that  have 
been  seeded,  of  which  tiie  Company  must  have  every  sixth  sheaf 
and  counting  tin's  for  the  four  years  which  his  lease  lasts,  the  Com- 
pany would  in  all  have  a  right  to  4/6^  [of  the  crop]  so  that  there 
would  remain  still  2/6  over  and  above  the  right  of  the  Company 
even  if  the  land  remained  idle.  Meanwhile  the  land  will  fallow  and 
recover  and  before  the  four  years  are  past  the  calves  will  be  cows 
and  the  colts,  horses.  Other  farms  could  be  treated  in  the  same 
way,  and  if  the  secretary  were  [not]  provided  with  a  farm,  he  must 
have  the  preference  as  I  promised  him,  and  you  may  undertake  to 
deal  with  others  in  a  similar  manner  and  leave  to  nootelman  the 
animals  of  bylevelt  as  said  above.  You  can  see  by  this  what  ad- 
vantage you  have  in  taking  over  the  farm  and  animals  of  Miniujt 
on  which  offhand  over  100  pounds  Flemish  is  made  and  in  ca*e 
nonlclman  is  supplied,  as  wulfert  gerritsen  had  offered  to  sell  him 
f<»ur  cows  and  two  horses,  keep  the  animals  and  farm  of  byieveli 
for  me  and  do  with  the  grain  as  stated  above,  to  wit,  deliver  to  the 

"  This  italicized  section  v:ndcrlined  in  the  Letter  Book. 
a  heeft  Jc  Comp.  prcstcert. 

°  This  italicized  section  underlined  in  the  Letter  Book. 
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Company  the  4/6  for  the  remaining  four  years  and  lake  his  men  or 
other  suitable  people  whose  time  is  up  and  at  the  first  opportunity 
during-  the  winter  cause  a  house  to  be  erected  in  Rensselaerswyck, 
either  near  Roclof  jansen  or  at  the  mill  creek/4  with  a  view  to  send- 
ing the  people  and  animals  and  tools  up  the  river  as  soon  as  the 
water  is  open.  In  the  meantime  they  might  stay  the  winter  over  on 
the  farm  of  bylcvelt  which  will  already  be*  sown  with  winter  seed, 
which  is  well,  and  cost  only  the  wages  of  the  men,  the  animals  being 
with  young  also.  This  would  then  be  my  fifth  farm,  which  I  com- 
mend to  your  utmost  care  ar  by  so  doing  the  number  of  my  men  will 
increase  and  gradually  come  to  the  50  souls. 

The  same  scheme0"'  could  be  used  with  regard  to  the  wheel- 
wright/'"5 whom  I  hear  the  directors  summon  home  and  who  has 
many  animals.  And  even  if  the  secretary  should  wish  this  farm, 
his  profit  shall  largely  consist  in  that  he  leaves  me  the  old  horses  and 
cows,  for  which  I  would  then  have  to  pay  him,  and  the  young  colts 
and  calves  he  can  easily  have  taken  care  of.  They  will  be  fit  to  use 
in  two  years  and  I  would  consent  to  have  them  brought  to  and 
taken  care  of  at  Rensselaerswyck  under  contract;  meanwhile  the 
exhausted  land  will  recover  and  thereafter  with  the  same  labor  pro- 
duce the  double  crop.  The  right  of  the  Company  can  be  paid  for 
the  remaining  years  of  the  lease  all  at  one  time  out  of  the  seeded 
land,  to  wit,  3/6  [of  the  crop],  leaving  still  3/6  for  his  supply  of 
seed,  which  he  will  cause  to  be  sown  in  the  fall  either  by  the  wheel- 
wright or  by  others  of  his  condition.    This  is  my  proposition. 

N.  B.  Before  this  was  finished,  Bylvelt  came,  tvhosc  animals  and 
tools  and  other  property  I  have  bought, everything  conformable  to  the 
contract  made  with  him  which  I  send  enclosed  herein,  and  after 
thinking  it  over  properly,  I  think  it  advisable  not  to  leave  these  to 
notelman  but  to  keep  them  for  myself  and  establish  a  fifth  farm 
with  them  as  stated  above.  Bylevelt  says  that  his  foreman  is  ac- 
tive and  intelligent  and  well  suited  for  the  management  of  a  farm ; 
you  may  therefore  engage  him  or  some  one  else  with  a  laborer  and 
a  boy  or,  if  need  be,  a  black,  and  meanwhile  cause  a  house  to  be 
erected  at  Rensselaerswyck  to  be  occupied  in  the  spring.  You  must 
notify  the  officer,  Riitger  Jiendrixsen,  hereof  so  that  he  and  my  other 
men  take  this  in  hand.  As  to  nootelman,  let  him  deal  with  wolphert, 
who  has  offered  him  four  cows  and  two  horses,  and  to  my  mind  his 


64  meulekil ;  the   Xormans  Kill. 
e;  strccck ;  literally,  trick, 
80  Ciacs  Coriu  lisz,  see  p.  rod. 
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office  will  give  him  enough  to  do.  However,  accommodate  him.  as 
well  as  the  secretary,  as  much  as  possible.  It  were  better  for  the  Com- 
pany as  well  as  for  the  farmers  if  they  let  the  exhausted  land  lie 
fallow  for  a  while  and  only  seeded  one  half;  they  would  get  better 
crops  than  now  and  that  with  half  the  labor  and  half  the  number  of 
animals.  This  by  way  of  advice  and  all  at  your  diseretion  and  for 
my  best  interests,  laying  especial  stress  on  the  fact  that  if  I  can  not 
get  animals,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  over  50  persons  and  that 
then  certain  partial  people  would  soon  call  for  action.  I  have  al- 
ways understood  from  Mimiyt  that  in  that  country  at  the  Manehates 
there  is  an  English  runaway  boy  named  Rittger  Moris,  who  is  a 
drummer  and  understands  tobacco  planting,  and  on  the  chance  that 
Maryu  can  learn  something  from  him,  you  might  send  the  boy  some 
day  to  Fort  Orange ;  he  has  planted  and  cured  at  least  80  lb  for 
minnijtj  which  proceeded  from  300  plants,  and  as  my  eye  is  mainly 
fixed  on  tobacco  planting  by  which  I  can  support  many  people,  and 
as  every  morgen  of  land  needs  not  less  than  five  or  six  men  to  do 
well  and  will  produce  some  6000  lb,  I  would  get  the  start  of  all 
the  English  in  Virginia  and  the  French  or,  Cristoffel,G1  by  reason  of 
the  extreme  duties  and  returns  to  be  paid  to  the  king  and  the  officers. 
There  are,  according  to  what  I  hear,  about  4000  people  in  Virginia 
who  live  mostly  by  tobacco. 

Miimijt  has  also  told  me  that  he  has  sown  tobacco  seed  in  the  fall 
and  covered  the  same  during  the  winter  with  horse  manure  against 
the  frost  and  snow  and  has  kept  the  same  over  and  transplanted  it 
in  the  spring,  of  which  excellent  tobacco  came,  and  as  you  well  know 
x.  bl  Omit  not  to  advise  that  all  winter  seeds  or  crops  are  better  than 

Mafvn  of  this  or  to  . ,  -  111  , 

mention  it  to  him  by  t]ie  summer  crops,  this  would  be  a  new  imen- 
word  of  mouth,  as  I  have  tiou  which  in  my  opinion  would  surpass  all 
Indt  Xrvaylo'uTd  the  others.  He  found  it  out  accidentally  the  first 
Mjpport  hundreds  of  people;  time  and  thereafter  thought  it  a  good  plan. 

'hen  the  farms  would  do  —  , '  .  x 

welt  It  Mary  11  should  111  any  wise  nave  irouoie 

with  Ids  tobacco,  do  not  neglect  to  send  him  the  English  boy  to 
show  him  the  way  of  preparing  and  curing  it  and  tell  him  the  ex- 
perience of  Miimijt  of  sowing  the  tobacco  in  the  fall  toward  winter 
m  that  it  can  come  up  and  then  covering  it  with  some  manure  or 
"IIht  warm  stuff,  such  as  hay  or  straw,  whereby  it  will  be  pro- 
tected and  in  the  spring  come  up  earlier  and  better  than  otherwise, 
which  is  a  good  scheme  in  cold  countries. 

'  Sl  Oiristoniier.  an  island  in  the  West  Indies. 
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The  knife  merchant  was  here  today  ;  he  has  not  given  long  credit. 
I  shall  pay  hint  the  {1630:19  which  are  due  him  according  to  your 
bill. 

And  herewith  ending,  I  commend  you  to  the  gracious  protection 
of  Almighty  God,  who  grant  you  a  speedy  voyage  and  good  success 
and  proper  respect  in  the  execution-  of  your  office,  for  which  we 
must  constantly  pray  and  invoke  Him.  I  recommend  to  your  honor 
above  all  things  to  keep  the  fear  of  the  Lord  before  your  eyes;  by 
performing  the  service  of  your  masters  in  accordance  therewith, 
you  will  without  doubt  obiain  His  blessing.  Please  to  accept  our 
common  greetings;  our  young  Jeremias  is  in  great  peril  of  dying, 
having  severe  convulsions.  Vale. 

Pieter  Bijlvelt  to  the  copartners  of  Rensselaerswyck08 

U6jm 

Gentlemen:  I  have  no  doubt  but  your  honors  still  remember  the 
request  which  I  have  made  several  times  before  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen  individually  and  I  hereby  earnestly  pray  your  honors  to 
let.  me  serve  your  honors  properly  and  satisfactorily,  as  your  sup- 
pliant for  a  considerable  number  of  years  has  rilled  the  office  of 
commis  of  the  honorable  directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  had 
the  management  of  the  furs  and  merchandise,  rendered  proper  ac- 
counts of  the  same  and  also  kept  the  account  of  the  men,  both  the 
salaried  employees  and  the  free  colonists,  etc. 

Your  suppliant  prays  therefore  as  above  that  the  honorable  pa- 
troons  will  be  pleased  to  employ  him  as  commis  of  the  fur  trade,  of 
which  your  suppliant  by  each  ship  that  arrives  will  send  to  the 
aforesaid  honorable  gentlemen  strict  accounts  together  with 
the  bartered  skins ;  for  such  commission  as  the  honorable  pa- 
troons  may  be  pleased  to  give  me  on  the  skins  so  bartered  ;  also  of 
the  trade  in  merchandise  promising  to  render  accounts  and  vouchers 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  aforesaid  gentlemen,  for  which  the  hon- 
orable gentlemen  will  please  to  grant  the  suppliant  one  stiver  on 
every  guilder  as  commis>ion  on  the  goods  sold,  the  same  as  the  com- 
missioners of  Xew  Netherland  have  paid  their  agents;  also  for  the 
management  of  the  sales  of  the  provisions  witli  what  belongs  there- 
to, and  for  this  also  one  stiver  on  every  guilder  as  above;  also  to 
keep  the  account  of  the  men,  both  free  colonists  and  salaried  per- 
sons, for  whatever  the  honorable  gentlemen  may  please  to  allow  the 
suppliant  for  that.  Etc. 

[signed]       pieter  Bijlveltt 

88  V.  K.  B.  Mss  4.  " 
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Memorial  presented  by  Kiliaei;  van  Rensseiaer  to  the  Assembly 
of  the  Nineteen  of  the  West  India  Company09 

November  25,  £^33 

TRANSLATED  BY  MSS    ALAN  H.  STRONG 

Presented  to  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX  of  tiie  Chartered  West  India 
Company,  the  25th  of  November  1633,  m  Amsterdam 

Noble,  Honorable,  Wise,  Prudent  and  Very  Discreet  Gentlemen : 

Kihaen  van  Rensselaer,  in  the  capacity  of  patroon  of  his  respective 
colonies  situated  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Netherland,  shows 
with  all  due  reverence  how  he,  the  remonstrant,  formerly  di- 
rector of  said  Company  and  commissioner  of  the  aforesaid  regions, 
found  the  affairs  of  New  Netherland  in  the  beginning  of  his  ad- 
ministration, namely,  that  sundry  colonists,  as  early  as  1623,  had 
been  conveyed  thithet  with  instructions  to  dwell  there  as  free  per- 
sons and  to  carry  on  trade,  principally  in  the  furs  abounding  in  that 
country.  And  considering  that  if  this  trade  should  be  free  to  all 
without  restriction,  the  fur-bearing  animals  would  be  too  much 
hunted  and  the  furs  would  be  sold  here  below  their  value,  to  both 
the  damage  and  the  loss  of  the  Company,  which  had  as  yet  no  other 
source  of  income  from  those  regions  to  meet  the  expenses  connected 
therewith,  he  therefore  so  influenced  his  fellow  commissioners  that 
they  deemed  it  advisable  to  curtail  this  trade  somewhat  for  a  time ; 
in  the  meanwhile  planning  how  the  Company,  according  to  the  char- 
ter, might  settle  the  said  regions  at  the  least  expense  and  with  die 
greatest  benefit  to  the  country,  considering  that  the  same  is  a  salu- 
brious and  fertile  land,  situated  from  about  38 0  to  48 0  north  lati- 
tude, being  provided  with  an  extraordinarily  fine  climate  and  many 
beautiful,  deep  rivers,  embracing  within  its  limits  more  land  and 
coast,  sea  and  river  than  all  the  seventeen  provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, from  all  of  which,  in  time,  much  good  may  result  to  the  Com- 
pany; being,  moreover,  an  excellent  rendezvous  for  all  ships,  which 
can  arrive  there  in  14  days  from  the  West  Indies,  and  being  also 
well  adapted  for  raising  all  kinds  of  grain  and  animals  which  could 
thence  be  sent  here  or  at  least  within  other  limits  of  the  charter,  as 
Cape  Verde,  Guinea  and  Brazil.  Following  this,  it  was  found  good, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Nineteen,  to  send  a  large 
number  of  farmers,  animals,  horses,  cows,  sheep  and  other  neces- 


"  V,  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  £.41-53!).  Printed  in  Dutch  in  Oud  Holland,  1890, 
8:55  -69,  as  Appendix  A  to  Mr  de  Roever's  articles  on  the  colony  of  Rcnsselaerswyck. 
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saries,  in  order  thus  to  relieve  the  Company  of  the  heavy  expense  of 
transporting  all  sorts  of  provisions  needed  by  the  people  in  that 
land.  This  intention  was  diametrically  opposed  to  the  views  of 
those  who  had  no  other  aim  than  to  send  their  ships  from  here  to 
trade  in  the  aforesaid  places,  notwithstanding  that  it  was  clearly 
pointed  out  to  them  that  such  trading  could  bring  no  profit  to  the 
Company  but  rather  decided  damage  and  continual  loss,  since  the 
amount  of  furs  coming  thence  —  seeing  that  the  trading  places  arc 
so  distant  from  each  other  —  could  bear  no  heavy  outlay;  besides, 
that  other  nations  of  adjoining  regions,  when  our  ships  should  be 
away  from  there,  would  immediately  seize  and  occupy  these  and 
keep  us  out,  as  they  now  do  in  Virginia,  Canada,  New  England  and 
elsewhere. 

Now  when  the  aforesaid  farmers  and  animals  had  been  sent 
thither  and  when,  as  is  generally  the  case  with  new  undertakings, 
everything  did  not  succeed  at  first  as  might  be  wished,  certainly  not 
nearly  so  well  but  that  the  contrary  minded  could  find  occasion  for 
fault-rinding,  the  Company  proceeded  after  this  fashion :  on  the  one 
hand,  since  there  were  now  farmers  and  animals,  they  decided  that 
little  or  no  provisions  ought  to  be  sent,  not  considering  that  it  takes 
time  to  clear  the  land  before  it  can  be  plowed  or  cultivated  and  that 
in  the  beginning  several  horses  and  cows  perished  which  they  would 
not  replace,  whereby  the  people  were  forced  to  take  the  merchandise 
and  trade  it  for  provisions,  thus  damaging  the  Company  to  an  in 
credible  number  of  thousands  ;  on  the  other  hand,  instead  of  an  or- 
dinary freighter70  of  large  hold  which  would  need  to  sail  only  once 
a  year,  they  have  sent  usually  two,  three  and  more  small  vessels,  so 
overloaded  with  skippers,  officers,  provisions  and  ammunition  that 
the  three  together  could  not  take  in  half  as  much  for  the  country  as 
the  larger  alone  [while  the  latter  would  not  have]  cost  [much  more] 
than  each  of  the  small  vessels  in  view  of  the  fact  that  usually  many 
people  sail  back  and  forth  who  could  man  the  large  ship  buc  would 
overload  the  small  ones,  which  error  has  cost  the  Company  no  less 
than  the  other. 

By  these  means  and  many  others,  too  long  to  be  here  related,  the 
condition  of  New  Netherland  continuously  deteriorating,  all  the 
blame  was  laid  mainly  to  the  account  of  those  who  favored  the  colo- 
nization, and  especially  to  the  commissioners  for  that  region,  who  to 
clear  themselves  asserted  that  they  were  willing  to  undertake  the 
colonization  at  their  own  expense  and  without  cost  to  the  Company, 

70  ccn  orJinjris  veennan. 
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tf  the  Company  would  only  favor  the  matter  a  little  and  render 
some  assistance,  and  that  they  would  make  no  objection  and  would 
be  satiifisd  if  all  participants  .should  be  thereunto  invited  and  pub- 
lic freedoms  and  exemptions  framed  concerning  it.  This  proposi- 
tion, though  as  just  as  anything  in  the  world  can  be,  nevertheless  met 
with  great  difficulty  before  it  could  be  brought  about.  The  con- 
trary minded,  seeing  that  they  could  no  longer  prevent  it  directly,  be- 
gan indirectly  under  pretext  of  economy  to  curtail  these  freedoms, 
finding  no  other  way  than  to  exclude  the  fur  trade,  which  had  for- 
merly been  granted  tc  others  who  had  been  sent  there  and  were 
supported  by  the  Company,  asserting  that  this  colonization  had  no 
other  intent  than  to  lay  the  expenses  to  the  Company's  charge  and  to 
take  the  trade  in  furs  away  from  it,  which  was  pure  calumny,  as  the 
following  will  clearly  show,  since  several  of  the  Colonies  were  regis- 
tered before  the  Freedoms  were  extended  to  include  the  fur  trade. 
And  now  when  the  contrary  minded  could  no  longer  prevent  action, 
some  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  were  finally  passed  by  the 
Assembly  of  the  Nineteen,  March  10,  1628,  with  the  exclusion  of  the 
fur  trade  however,  which  was  the  only  objection  of  the  opponents 
and  amounts  to  little,  as  will  later  appear.  That  the  Freedoms 
were  too  much  limited  and  the  patroons  too  much  restricted  caused 
great  discontent  among  the  chief  participants,  and  on  February  1, 
1629:  tli is  grievance  was  publicly  stated  (not  by  him,  the  remon- 
strant, who  was  director  elected  by  the  chief  participants,  but  by  Mr 
Charles  Looten  and  others),  and  request  made  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  amend  the  Freedoms  which  had  been  granted,  who, 
being  nominated  the  third  of  the  same  month,  took  the  matter  up 
and  drafted  several  articles,  which,  however,  through  his  refusal  [to 
serve  on  the  committee  J  because  he  was  himself  in  favor  of  the  colo- 
nization, were  never  communicated  to  him,  the  remonstrant;  and  in 
order  to  give  no  one  any  cause  for  reproach,  although  at  liberty  to 
do  so,  he  would  accept  no  appointment,  either  from  the  directors  or 
from  the  chief  participants,  to  investigate  this  matter  and  also  re- 
vised to  be  present  at  such  investigations  even  when  the  Assembly 
"i  the  Nineteen  by  resolution  of  October  25,  1628,  thereto  invited 
inn]  and  opened  the  door,  but  charged  his  associate71  with  the  direc- 
tion thereof  w  ithout  communicating  with  him,  which  he  is  obliged  to 
add  here,  since  the  chief  participants  have  been  made  to  believe,  in 
f»ttier  to  vilify  him,  that  he,  the  remonstrant,  is  the  greatest  cause 
mereoi  ( although  the  very  opposite  is  manifest  and,  even  if  it  were 


n  Asicssor. 


238 


NEW   YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 


true,  it  would  be  no  disgrace  to  him  but  praiseworthy).  Hereupon 
it  happened  that  the  delegates  of  the  chief  participants  setting  out 
the  2ist  of  February  following  and  presenting  themselves  in  person 
in  competent  numbers  before  the  Assembly  of  the  Nineteen,  requested 
that  the  Assembly  would  make  an  agreement  with  them,  since  they 
intended  to  organize  colonies  and  were  not  satisfied  with  the  former 
Freedoms.  (Alas,  how  have  these  men  now  changed  !)  And  doing 
all  they  could,  they  were  unable  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  conclusion 
in  the  Assembly,  since  the  contrary  minded  (with  whom  they  are 
now  on  such  good  terms  as  the  following  will  prove)  opposed  then:, 
yet  they  accomplished  this  much  that  the  Assembly  of  the  Nineteen 
saw  fit  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month  to  pass  a  resolution  making 
the  propositions  of  the  chief  participants  a  subject  for  discussion  at 
the  next  meeting  and  to  this  end  ordering  the  points  of  difference 
to  be  set  forth  and  sent  to  the  Chambers ;  whereupon  it  followed 
that  the  leading  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  issued  a  call  for  a  meeting 
on  April  18,  1629,  article  2  of  which  reads  as  follows:  "To  recon- 
sider all  the  former  articles,  freedoms  and  exemptions  granted  the 
respective  colonies  in  several  former  meetings  and  the  matters  con- 
nected therewith,  and  to  deliberate  whether  the  same  might  be  am- 
plified by  the  accompanying  articles  requested  by  several  influential 
participants  and  amended  as  the  occasion  requires."  To  consider 
which  articles,  a  committee  was  appointed  the  29th  of  May  follow- 
ing, who  after  many  long  debates  finally  decided  the  matter  and  pre- 
sented the  amendments  to  the  Assembly,  who  read  them  several 
times,  voted  upon  them  and  finally  approved  them  in  full,  June  7, 
1629,  as  they  stand  recorded  in  the  Resolution  Book  and  were  after- 
wards issued  in  public  print;  and  these  have  never  been  revoked  or 
retracted. 

Hereupon  several  registrations  were  immediately  made,  and  the 
work  was  undertaken  with  great  courage  by  many.  However,  it 
did  not  last  long  for  the  opponents  rested  not  but  watched  all  trans- 
actions sharplv,  finding  a  pretext  in  that  the  late  Mr  Samuel  Godijn, 
some  time  before,  viz  in  December  1628,  sent  two  persons  thither 
with  the  consent  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  and  knowledge  of 
the  chief  participants,  according  to  the  report  of  February  1,  1629, 
provided  with  merchandise,  to  buy  and  pay  for  the  places  indicated 
to  them,  with  further  consent  that  he  might  exchange  his  remaining 
merchandise  for  fur-,  but  must  consult  with  the  Company  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  since  at  the  time  of  sending  his  people  the  Freedom- 
had  not  b<.  en  extended  to  the  fur  trade,  all  done  in  conformity 
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with  the  letter  of  December  i62S,T,a  addressed  to  the  director 
of  New  Netherlands  These  persons  on  returning  home  re- 
ported with  joy  that,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants, 
though  in  spite  of  the  opponents,  they  had  purchased,  paid  for  and 
obtained  title  to  the  land;  that,  furthermore,  they  had  exchanged 
the  remaining  merchandise  for  furs  and  sent  these  with  bill  of  lading 
and  with  knowledge  of  the  director  to  their  patroon.  The  returns 
of  the  sale  of  these  furs,  amounting  to  about  15,600  (from  which 
must  be  deducted  the  merchandise  given  in  exchange,  the  interest, 
the  insurance,  the  expenses,  the  freight  and  the  duty  to  the  Com- 
pany), were  so  magnified  by  the  contrary  minded,  who  had  their 
supporters  as  well  among  the  directors  as  among  the  chief  partici- 
pants, that  [it  seemed  that]  two  individuals  with  but  a  small  quan- 
tity of  merchandise  had  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  land  and  had 
besides  obtained  immense  returns,  from  which  these  opponents  took 
occasion  to  proclaim  that  the  patroon s  were  not  contemplating  colo- 
nization at  all,  but  only  the  securing  to  themselves  of  the  fur  trade 
and  depriving  the  Company  of  the  same,  which  would  be  total  ruin 
to  the  Company  as  regards  [profit  from]  these  regions,  not  knowing 
or  else  intentionally  ignoring  that  the  expenses  of  the  late  Mr  Godijn 
would  first  come  in  when  he  should  be  obliged  to  send  with  his  own 
ships  at  his  own  expense  so  many  people,  animals,  provisions  and 
other  necessaries,  that  these  15,600  would  not  even  enter  into  con- 
sideration; yet  by  their  calumnies  they  brought  it  about  that  they 
found  many  sympathizers  who  gave  credence  to  the  same.  Thus 
they  injured  Mr  Godijn  exceedingly,  withholding  from  him  to  this 
day  the  aforesaid  15.600  (which  he  must  yet  seek  to  obtain  by  suit), 
furthermore  constraining  him  to  dismiss  the  people  whom  he  had 
undertaken  to  convey  thither  and  surrender  them  to  the  Company, 
also  to  part  with  his  merchandise  and  provisions  which  he  had 
brought  together  with  difficulty  and  put  the  same  in  the  hands  of  the 
Company.  They  did  not  stop  even  here  but  sought  to  make  the  re- 
monstrant also  odious  (although  he,  as  above  stated,  had  rcted  so 
impartially  in  the  matter),  asserting  that  he  and  the  other  patroons 
had  taken  possession  of  the  best  places  and  that  those  who  followed 
Would  come  too  late,  though  the  contrary  is  true  since  not  a  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  land  has  as  yet  been  trodden  by  Christian  foot,  and 
daily  and  even  by  the  latest  letters  new  places,  far  excelling  the  first. 
Sire  revealed,  where  there  is  room  enough  for  directors,  chief  and 
lesser  participants  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the-e  ]ancjs,    By  these 
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means,  however,,  in  addition  to  the  former  slanders  of  the  late 
Godijn,  they  brought  it  about  that  several  chief  participants,  yes. 
even  some  of  those  who  had  so  fervently  supported  the  affair,  now 
became  prejudiced  and  opposed  to  it.  siding-  with  the  contrary 
minded,  who,  being-  now  strengthened,  sought  means  to  insult  the  re- 
monstrant publicly  a:  [lie  meeting  of  the  chief  participants,  inso- 
much that  five  or  six  of  them  came  together  two  hours  before  the 
meeting  in  order  to  devise  some  way  of  accomplishing  their  ends  in 
the  meeting,  which  they  would  also  have  carried  through  had  not 
the.  remonstrant  been  warned  of  it  and  been  on  his  guard,  refuting 
with  sound  arguments  their  slanders  which,  with  your  permission, 
they  spit  out  (of  which  they  may  well  be  ashamed),  charging  that 
he  and  the  other  commissioners  of  New  Netherland,  who  were  pa- 
troons,  had  damaged  the  land  by  some  hundred  thousands  for  the 
sake  of  their  own  designs  (of  which  damage  not  they,  but  the  con- 
trary minded  are  the  cause,  as  has  already  been  mentioned).  They 
proceeded  with  such  bitter  injuries  against  others  who  had  also 
registered  colonies,  that  they  thereby  intimidated  several,  who  were 
obliged  to  abandon  the  work  already  begun  because  others  who 
shared  therein  declined  to  go  on.  And  thus  was  undermined  the 
necessary,  laudable  and  good  work  which  had  been  undertaken  with 
such  exertion  and  had  taken  so  many  years  and  had  been  discussed 
at  so  many  meetings  of  the  Nineteen  and  examined  by  all  the  Cham- 
bers, in  and  before  its  beginning,  by  so  little  an  occasion  as  the  re- 
turn of  the  f5,6oo,  concerning  which  of  a  truth  it  may  be  said,  that 
instead  of  shearing  the  sheep  when  they  had  wool,  they  were  skinned 
at  birth  when  they  had  no  wool,  and  all  this  under  the  pretext  that 
the  patroons  had  no  other  design  than  to  deprive  the  Company  of  the 
fur  trade  and  charge  the  expenses  to  them,  as  has  been  heretofore 
mentioned. 

In  order  now  to  prove  what  a  shameful  slander  this  is,  and  on  the 
contrary  to  show  the  diligence  in  the  matter  of  colonizing  the  afoie- 
said  region  of  the  late  Godijn  a  fore-aid  in  his  own  colon}',  in  which 
the  remon-trant  shared  and  was  included,  and  also  what  the  re- 
monstrant himself  has  accomplished  in  his  colony  and  what  ex- 
penditures they  together  have  made  in  face  of  the  opposition  they 
received,  the  following  brief  statement  is  given.  In  December  to^o 
they  equipped  a  ship  of  about  150  lasts,  named  de  Walvis,  ballasting 
it  with  all  kind-  of  materials,  such  as  lime,  brick  and  tiles,  also  put- 
ting on  board  four  large  horses,  twelve  cows  with  calf,  also  several 
boats  for  whaling,  all  kind-  of  ammunition,  provisions  and  merchan- 
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disc,  and  over  80  persons,  costing  all  together,  including  the  yacht 
;V  Sana,  of  which  mention  will  hereafter  be  made,  over  50,000  guil- 

.  rs,  w  hich  indeed,  is  ten  times  more  than  the  15.600  which  in  the  be- 
.  nmng  they  received  for  their  returns,  upon  which  ail  their  calum- 
nies were  founded.     With  this  ship  and  people,  they,  the  remon- 

irants,  took  pOi^session  of,  settled  and  peopled  the  fertile  and  well 
<>i led  island  of  Tariuga,  located  on  the  northwestern  side  of  His- 
fanola,  placing  thereon  over  25  able-bodied  men,  well  fitted  out, 
[>c$idcs  the  people72  of  the  Frenchman  Francoys  Roulaut,  and  sev- 
eral negroes,  supplied  with  provisions,  arms,  ammunition  and  other 
necessaries,  besides  proper  instructions,  all  in  accordance  with  the 
consent  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  of  date  August  28,  1630, 
which  was  given  for  one  T,oyage  only.  And  although  the  remon- 
strants would  afterwards  in  accordance  with  their  request  of  March 
15.  1^32,  very  gladly  have  assisted  and  continued  the  work  or  con- 
sented that  the  Company  should  do  so  itself,  they  could  by  resolution 
"f  the  25th  of  the  same  month  obtain  no  other  action  than  that  the 
•aid  [second]  voyage  was  refused  them  notwithstanding  the  Com- 
pany did  not  undertake  it,  and  so  this  beautiful  island  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  English  losing  all  that  had  been  expended  on  it,  scat- 
t'  ring  half  the  people  and  causing  the  rest  to  perish,  for  which  dam- 
age they  will  seek  redress  at  the  proper  time. 

With  this  aforesaid  ship  dc  IValvis,  they  also  in  163 1  took  pos- 
?ession  of  the  bay  of  the  South  River  in  New  Netherland,  occupy- 
ing the  place  of  their  colony  with  2S  persons  engaged  in  whaling  and 
farming,  and  made  suitable  fortifications,  so  that  in  July  of  the  same 
year  their  cows  calved  and  their  lands  were  seeded  and  covered  with 
a  fine  crop,  until  finally  by  the  error  of  their  connnis  all  the  people 
and  the  animals  were,  lamentably  killed,  whereby  they  suffered  incal- 
culable damage,  which  damage  the  remonstrants  attempted  to  repair 
in  the  year  1632  with  the  former  ship  den  IVahis  and  besought  the 
(  "inpany  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  who  neither  by  word  nor  deed 
would  render  any  assistance  but  forbade  them  by  resolution  of 
April  26,  1632,  to  take  with  them  more  than  300  guilders  worth  of 
'  rcliar^isg,  for  which  they  obtained  about  200  beaver  and  otter 
skins,  while  they  would  have  obtained  much  more  from  nations  wdio 

"'  Itadde  onck  mede  trenigh  Vatak  om  te  scttcn  acn  't  Eylandt  ran  Tortu^s  in  West- 
l*<ii*Hfiia6fi   rcy   tvei   scstijli  Frav.ccn   c^hccntrachiccrt   haddcn/hct   sclvc  Jiylandt  vodr 
hnu.icn  als  een   Colonic  ondcr  dc   If.   M.   H,   Staten   ende   Wcst-l ndischc  Com- 
'  '■  '         We  also  had  on  board  some  people   to  land  at  the  island  of  Tortirga  in  the 
A  ■  M   Ii.dus,  having  contracted  with  sixty  Frenchmen  to  hold  the  said  island  for  lis 
»  colony  under  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  the  States  General  and  the  West  India 
■>'■'/■    Dc  Vri^s,  Kortc  Historiacl,  p.  95. 
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had  never  traded  with  the  Company  if  they  had  had  more  merchan- 
dise, from  which  the  Company  would  have  realized  the  duty  of  one 
guilder  per  skin,  which  [profits]  both  now  lose.  And  the  most  in- 
tolerable of  all  is,  that  after  the  remonstrants  had  given  these  20 S 
skins  upon  their  arrival  into  the  hands  of  the  Chamber  of  Amster- 
dam that  it  might  levy  its  duty  on  the  same,  this  Chamber  threw 
them  among  and  mingled  them  with  its  own  skins  and  also  sold 
them  with  its  own  goods,  contrary  to' the  will  of  the  remonstrant:-, 
just  as  if  all  the  goods  of  the  patroons  were  free  booty  or  confiscated, 
(who  is  so  perfect,  that  he  can  bear  all  this  wrong!),  and  still  they 
must  hear  that  they  intend  nothing  else  than  at  small  expense  to  de- 
prive the  Company  of  the  furs. 

Furthermore,  he,  the  remonstrant,  in  December  1650  [sent]  the 
yacht  de  Sahn,  accompanied  by  the  aforesaid  ship  den  Walvis,  to  his 
granted  colony,  the  island  du  Sable,  in  order  that  this  yacht,  being 
supplied  with  people,  provisions  and  all  necessaries,  might  take  pos- 
session of  said  island  and  settle  it,  since  it  was  uninhabited  and 
abandoned  by  the  French,  which  yacht,  to  his  misfortune,  was  cap- 
tured and  brought  into  Dunkirk. 

What  the  remonstrant  has  further  done  towards  the  promotion 
of  the  population  of  his  colony  called  Rensselaerswyck,  on  the  North 
River  of  New  Netherland,  may  be  seen  from  his  declaration  of  De- 
cember 2,  1630,  submitted  to  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  and  so 
continuing  from  year  to  year,  until  in  July  1632  he  was  pro- 
vided with  people  and  animals  enough  to  start  five  farms, 
which  would  have  been  done  had  not  the  Company  by  resolution  of 
July  20,  1632,  refused  him  carpenters,  smiths  and  other  mechanic-, 
when  these  were  not  working  for  the  Company,  although  he  was 
willing  to  pay  their  expenses  to  the  Company;  this  is  quite  too  par- 
tial a  policy,  not  only  hindering  him  in  his  good  undertaking,  but 
doing  so  to  the  damage  of  the  Company  which  would  otherwise  have 
had  the  benefit  of  the  wages,  while  they  on  the  contrary,  according 
to  the  last  letter  written  him  from  there,  do  employ  his  carpenters 
and  others  of  his  people  in  their  service. 

The  Company  has  never  attempted  to  make  room  in  their  ships, 
according  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  Freedoms,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  animals  and  such  like,  only  allowing  him  to  place  a  few 
calves  on  the  upper  deck,  and  they  were  all  thrown  overboard  in  the 
encounter  with  the  Turks.  The  Company  also  prevented  him  from 
conveying  his  animals  from  (he  Manhattans  to  his  colony,  and  most 
of  then]  d'ed  from  rpi.fgh  jreafcmcnt  and       [ike,  which  |os§  ho  ajco 
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means  to  recover  from  die  Company.  It  has  likewise  happened 
lately  that  the  director  of  New  NetlierlarirJ  has  held  his  people  idle 
for  a  long  time  at  the.  Manhattans  and  would  not  let  them  travel 
farther  up  the  river  unless  they  took  an  unlawful  oath,  given  him  by 
the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  although  these  persons  had  already 
here  taken  the  usual  oath  and  had  besides  given  bond  and  security 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Company  by  the  above  resolution  of  July  20,  1632,  also  re- 
Jused  to  give  him  any  merchandise  in  that  country  to  purchase  the 
rest  of  his  territory,  notwithstanding  his  reasonable  request,  and  by 
the  same  resolution  declined  to  furnish  his  people  with  any  provi- 
sions or  victuals  in  exchange  for  grain,  butter,  cheese  and  the  like 
with  which  they  would  pay,  although  their  people  would  have  suf- 
fered from  hunger  if  his  farmers  had  not  supplied  them  with  wheat 
and  rye,  ground  in  his  mill  (as  the  Company  has  none  at  that 
place)  ;  and  what  is  worst  of  all  and  most  to  be  regretted,  instead  of 
the  servants  of  the  Company  being  on  good  terms  with  the  patroons 
and  their  servants,  they  on  the  contrary  have  appointed  as  commis 
at  Fort  Orange,  situated  in  his  colony,  against  the  wishes  of  the 
remonstrant,  a  person  who  has  publicly  slandered  the  Company,  has 
helped  those  sailing  into  that  region  from  other  kingdoms  to  buy 
the  smuggled  furs  and  is  disliked  by  the  savages,  who  complain  that 
years  ago  he  treated  them  cruelly,  so  that  they  will  not  deal  with 
him  but  on  the  contrary  try  to  affront  him,  to  the  Company's  in- 
jury, as  by  way  of  revenge  they  have  already  burned  the  yacht  dc 
Sever  which  was  anchored  there,  and  according  to  rumor  (as  the 
remonstrant  is  informed  by  letter)  they  seem  to  have  killed  all  the 
remonstrant's  animals,  horses,  cows,  sheep  and  hogs,  apparently 
also  on  account  of  the  hatred  they  bear  towards  him  [the  commis]. 
This  person  is  also  highly  antagonistic  to  the  remonstrant,  since  he 
has  been  told  what  reports  of  him  the  remonstrant  made  during 
his  administration,  although  he  and  others  to  whom  the  administra- 
tion was  committed  reported  nothing  but  the  truth.  What  trouble 
the  remonstrant  has  to  expect  from  this  can  be  easily  understood, 
for  either  his  colony  will  be  ruined  by  the  savages  in  order  to  af- 
front the  commis  at  Fort  Orange  or,  if  this  does  not  happen  through 
the  savages,  then  the  commis  himself  will  do  his  best  towards  it. 
■<"  the  case  stands  thus,  that  probably  the  whole  trade  of  Fort 
(  Grange  will  be  lost  to  the  Company  and  the  remonstrant's  colony 
will  he  destroyed  without  hope  of  redress,  against  'which  the  neees, 
precautions  should  be  taken, 
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All  this  strife  is  caused  solely  by  the  opponents  of  the  coloniza- 
tion and  of  the  patroons  who,  v/lien  the  latter  as  a  result  of  the 
change  had  retired  from  the  administration,  obtained  full  power  to 
carry  out  all  their  plans  (upsetting-  the  existing  order  of  things  and 
calling  home  all  the  officials,  who  having  no  other  occupation  will 
spy  out  the  land,  this  one  on  behalf  of  France  and  that  one  on  behalf 
of  England,  as  has  already  happened  and  as  will  happen  again)  ; 
it  was  even  decided  by  resolution  of  March  25,  1632,  with  the  advice 
of  lawyers  and  counselors  despite  the  opposition  of  the  patroons, 
to  deprive  them  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  which  had  been 
granted  and  given  to  them  with  so  much  difficulty  by  the  Assembly 
of  the  Nineteen. 

Now  the  main  cause  of  ah  these  differences  is  nothing  but  the 
trade  in  furs  or  peltries  found  in  that  country  and  the  question  by 
whom  it  shall  be  conducted.  The.  contrary  minded  maintain  that 
it  will  be  most  profitable  for  the  Company  to  have  only  the  directors 
of  the  Company  trade  in  furs,  excluding  all  patroons,  colonists  and 
others.  .  The  patroons,  on  the  other  hand,  maintain  that  this  trade 
can  be  carried  on,  not  [only]  without  loss  to  the  Company,  [but]  in 
all  cases,  with  less  expense  and  more  profit  to  the  Company,  by  their 
servants  than  by  those  of  the  Company,  and  that  they  can  make  a 
profit  and  pay  duty  to  the  Company  where  the  Company  must  suffer 
loss.  As  to  the  first  alternative,  instead  of  this  course  being  the 
most  profitable  for  the  Company,  it  is  really  true  that  it  will  bring 
not  profit  but  loss,  considering  that  out  of  all  New  Netherland  only 
60,000  or  70.000  giiil  lers  at  the  most  can  be  obtained  in  returns, 
which  by  their  methods  will  not  be  increased  but  diminished,  as  will 
be  further  shown.  In  order  to  get  these  60,000  or  70.000  guilders, 
it  is  necessary  that  at  least  once  a  year  a  well  equipped  vessel  be 
sent  thither,  supplied  with  merchandise  for  trading,  especially  if  the 
colonies  were  gone,  since  then  the  provisions  for  the  employees  in 
that  country  must  be  sent  along  from  here.  Hereto  must  be  a'1  led 
that  in  case  the  vessel  should  perish,  not  only  would  all  the  trade  for 
that  year  be  lost  but  their  people  in  that  country  would  be  in  great 
danger  of  famine,  and  besides,  that  to  suspend  business  even  for  one 
year  would  diminish  the  fur  trade  and  perhaps  divert  it  entirely. 
Moreover  the  fur  trade  in  New  Netherland  is  carried  ort,  not  in  one 
place  (as  on  the  river  of  Canada)  ,  but  what  is  much  morC  costly,  in 
many  places,  and  these  not  only  many  convenient  but  also  many  in- 
convenient places  far  distant  from  each  other,  as  the  bay  of  the 
South  River,  30  leagues  from  the  Manhatans,  not  up  the  river,  but 
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from  hay  to  ba\  over  the  open  sea.  The  Sankckans,  a  trading  post 
on  the  South  River,  is  in  addition  to  the  aforesaid  30  leagues,  35 
leagues  farther  up  the  river,  making  65  league-  from  the  aforesaid 
Manhatans.  Up  the  Norm  River  to  Fort  Orange  is  quite  40  leagues. 
To  the  north,  up  to  the  Sloeps-baye72*  is  also  fully  40  leagues, 
so  that  the  distance  for  a  single  trip  would  be  about  175  leagues 
going  and  as  much  returning,  making  350  leagues  for  an  entire  jour- 
ney. Besides  this,  the  fur-  are  not  all  to  be  found  at  these  places 
but  are  scattered  about  among  many  rivers  and  brooks,  which  must 
be  sailed  up  and  down,  sometimes  10  or  20  leagues,  and  the  savages 
are  at  enmity  with  each  other  almost  everywhere  and  do  not  allow 
each,  other  to  pass  -to  and  fro.  Moreover,  since  it  sometimes  freezes 
three  or  four  months  continuously  in  that  country,  the  rivers  are 
closed,,  not  only  by  storm  and  wind  but  also  by  ice,  and  all  the  trad- 
ing posts  are  cut  oft  from  the  Manhattans,  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
All  this  being  true  and  perhaps  unknown  to  many,  it  follows  of  ne- 
cessity that  these  places  must  be  provided  with  forts,  and  also  with 
sloops  to  fetch  and  carry  goods  to  and  fro  from  the  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, or  else  that  yachts  or  sloops  touch  at  these  places  and  do 
the  trading.  It  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration  that,  the  best 
season  of  the  year  being  the  winter  time  when  most  fur-bearing  ani- 
mals are  caught,  these  yachts  and  sloops  would  have  to  leave  their 
trading  posts  and  go  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  so  that  instead  of 
the  aforesaid  distance  of  35c  leagues,  going  and  coming,  at  least 
700  leagues  would  have  to  be  covered  in  two  journeys.  And  then 
there  is  the  sailing  back  and  forth  to  furnish  each  other  with  sup- 
plies and  information  of  everything,  in  addition  to  the  risk  of  perish- 
ing by  water  and,  if  they  be  not  strongly  enough  manned,  of  being 
attacked  on  land  by  the  savages  (as  they  have  attempted  more  than 
once).  All  this  being  well  considered,  it  will  be  found,  no  matter 
how  economically  it  may  be  managed,  that  the  ship  which  must  go 
with  merchandise  from  the  fatherland  and  return  —  not  counting 
the  interest,  risk  and  ill  usage  —  the  garrison  and  fort  at  the  Man- 
hatatis,  the  garrison  and  fort  at  Fort  Orange,  the  yachts  and  sloops 
for  the  trade  on  the  South  River  and  the  northern  regions,  besides 
the  sloops  plying  between,  counting  all  the  expenses  of  building, 
mounting,  equipping,  keeping  up,  manning  and  victualing,  will  cost 
o  much  that  the  aforesaid  60,600  or  70,000  guilders;  which  are  the 
utmost  to  be  expected  thence,  will  come  far  short  by  many  thousands; 
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besides  they  must  also  expect  and  withstand  general  uprisings  of 
the  savages;  all  of  which  the  remonstrant  offers  to  prove  and  es 
tablish  and  has  often  maintained  for  many  years.  But  they  would 
grant  him  no  hearing  and  even  accused  him  of  doing  it  all  for  his 
own  benefit  in  order  to  take  away  the  trade  from  the  Company,  al- 
though he,  as  stated  in  the  beginning,  was  the  sole  cause  of  this 
trade  being  restricted  which  formerly  stood  free  and  open,  lie 
argues  that  the  nature  of  those  regions  being  well  examined,  the 
case  stands  thus,  that  nothing  can  be  accomplished  there  by  poor 
people,  who  are  like  a  dying  plant  or  leaking  roof,  also  that  the  rich 
and  well-to-do  will  not  go  there  themselves,  but  that  a  good  work 
can  be  accomplished  by  the  two,  just  as  the  blind  can  carry  the  crip- 
pled and  the  crippled  can  show  the  way  to  the  blind,  so  the  rich  may 
stay  at  home  and  send  their  money  thither  and  the  poor  may  go  and 
perform  their  work  with  the  money  of  the  rich.  To  this  end  free- 
doms and  exemptions  were  needed  in  order  to  raise  up  patroons  who 
should  send  out  many  laborers,  as  it  appeared  that  the  remonstrant 
and  his  associates  have  done,  and  many  others  would  have  followed 
their  example  had  they  not  been  treated  so  indiscreetly  and  been 
forced  to  suffer  loss,  with  loss  also  to  the  Company. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject,  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  objection- 
of  the  contrary  minded  who  may  say  that  much  more  than  60,000  or 
70,000  guilders  could  be  gotten  there  annually,  especially  if  the 
colonists  who  so  defraud  them  were  gone  and  if  attention  were 
devoted  entirely  to  the  benefit  of  the  trade,  it  should  be  stated  that 
the  remonstrant  gives  much  the  highest  figure,  and  that  during  the 
ten  years  that  the  Company  has  traded  there,  taking  one  year  with 
another,  there  has  never  been  nearly  so  much  as  this  received,  but 
ordinarily  only  50,000  or  60.000  guilders.  But  instead  of  this  being 
the  fault  of  the  colonists,  the  contrary  appears;  for  instance  during 
the  two  years  when  the  late  Mr  Godijn  and  his  people  were  trading 
in  SzL'anendjcI,  the  Company  received  from  the  South  River  through 
their  servants  a  no  less  quantity  of  shins  than  in  former  or  later 
years,  but  lie  obtained  his  fur-  in  addition  to  these  by  bartering  with 
other  tribe-.  This  caused  so  much  jealousy  that  the  Company  or- 
dered their  director  to  send  a  commis  there,  which  was  done  [with 
the  rc-ult  that  the  Company's  servant-.],  trading  close  by  the  people 
of  Godijn,  deprived  him  in  one  year  of  over  500  skins  in  Swancndael 
alone,  for  which  the  Company  is  justly  bound  to  pay,  since  they  had 
never  obtained  more  than  20  to  30  skins  a  year  in  that  region  before 
this  colony  was  started.    It  is  maintained  with  insufferable  imperti- 
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ncncc  that  the  Company  has  excluded  all  but  themselves,  not  only 
from  the  fur  trade,  but  even  from  the  whale  fishery,  etc.,  just  as  if 
their  High  Mightinesses.,  having'  granted  the  Company  the  Guinea 
trade  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  had  not  shut  out  themselves, 
but  were  alone  allowed  to  send  merchandise  and  to  trade  for  gold 
through  one  or  two  commiscn,  while  the  Company  was  obliged  to 
pay  for  all  the  other  expenses  of  forts  and  fitting  out  of  ships.  It 
is  evident  that  many  wish  the  patroons  to  found  colonies  to  their 
own  loss,  and  then  to  have  [the  Company]  send  a  commis  or  "  assist- 
ant/' who  under  their  sheltering  wings  and  protection  may  buy  in 
the  furS  at  small  cost  and  deprive  the  patroons  of  them,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  all  the  game  and  the  free  right  of  hunting 
within  their  territory  has  been  granted  to  the  patroons  by  the  23d7" 
article  of  the  Freedoms. 

It  is  further  to  be  considered  that  the  Company,  to  protect  them 
against  attacks  of  the  savages,  must  keep  their  forts,  yachts,  and 
doops  manned  by  many  idle  people,  who  must  cost  much  more  than 
the  people  of  the  patroons,  since  they  send  not  idlers  but  laborers 
who  in  some  degree  must  earn  their  bread  and  need  but  one  commis 
and  "assistant  "  to  do  all  the  business  for  which  the  Company  needs 
at  least  25  persons  ;  besides,  the  servants  of  the  Company,  serving 
for  hire,  are  only  seeking  to  make  a  good  deal  of  money  and  then 
get  away;  they  will  not  trouble  themselves  to  make  perilous  jour- 
neys inland,  because  their  pay  goes  on  just  the  same.  The  patroons' 
people,  on  the  contrarv.  having  families  of  women  and  children, 
who  after  some  time  will  become  established  there,  try  to  make  terms 
with  the  savages  and,  pushing  far  inland  for  their  own  profit,  dis- 
cover much  more  than  do  those  who  only  lie  in  garrison.  So  that 
U  is  far  more  profitable  for  the  Company  to  have  no  expenses,  turn 
f>ver  the  trade  to  the  patroons  and  draw  a  clear  profit  than  to  deprive 
the  patroons  of  their  privileges  and  on  the  other  hand  encumber 
themselves  with  the  maintenance  of  forts,  sloops,  yachts  and  peoolc. 
:  >  which  expenses,  as  before  stated,  amount  to  so  much  that  they 

'  !<  r  loss  where  they  otherwise  might  draw  a  clear  profit.  Besides 
lhi$  loss,  which  must  be  borne,  the  colonies  also  will  be  ruined  if 
they  arc  shut  off  from  the  fur  trade.  The  farms  which  now  af- 
5"rd  them  sustenance  will  at  the  same  time  fail  and  all  provisions 

;i-t  then  be  sent  over  from  here  as  before  at  ten  times  the  expense. 
'  go  on  doing  this,  added  to  the  loss,  would  be  double  folly,  while 
' ■  1  the  other  hand  [everything  would  go  well]  if  the  trade  were 
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granted  to  the  patroons,  who  have  money  and  means  to  send  every- 
thing- at  their  own  expense,  which  right  of  trade,  as  stated  above, 
was  formerly  with  good  intentions  (though  too  soon  for  the  time) 
fully  granted  to  the  poor  people,  who  having-  no  means  had  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Company  with  everything,  is  it  not  better  that  the 
Company  should  draw  a  clear  profit  than  make  themselves  trouble 
and  loss? 

Are  not  the  contrary  minded  well  aware  that  their  course  will 
never  increase  the  trade  because  the  savages,  who  are  now  stronger 
than  ourselves,  will  not  allow  others  who  are  hostile  and  live  farther 
away  and  have  many  furs  to  pass  through  their  territory,  and  that 
this  would  be  quite  different  if  we  had  stronger  colonies?  Yes. 
that  the  Maquaas,  who  will  not  allow  the  French  savages  who  now 
trade  on  the  river  of  Canada  and  who  live  nearer  to  us  than  to  them 
[the  French]  to  pass  through  to  come  to  us,  might  through  persua- 
sion or  fear  sooner  be  moved  to  do  so  and  that  from  these  savages 
more  furs  could  be  obtained  than  are  bartered  now  in  all  New 
Netherland?  This  is  only  one  of  many  things,  but  should  be  well 
considered  as  it  can  be  accomplished  in  no  other  way  than  by  estab- 
lishing colonies.  Do  not  the  contrary  minded  comprehend  that  if 
they  had  not  so  unbearably  treated  the  first  patroons  but  had  given 
them  a  helping  hand,  so  that  in  place  of  such  great  loss  they  might 
have  made  a  little  profit,  great  numbers  would  have  followed  them? 
Do  not  these  people  know  that  they  alone  are  the  cause  of  the  loss 
of  th.e  island  Tortug.a  and  other  places,  and  ako  that  various  islands 
in  the  W  est  Indies,  the  east  side  of  the  South  River,  the  Fresh  River, 
the  Saukikaiu  on  the  South  River,  and  also  the  Sackcnamcs,  for  all 
of  which,  colonies  were  registered,  were  not  settled  because  the 
founders,  on  account  of  these  harsh  proceedings,  gave  up  and  let 
the  work  go  which  would  otherwise  have  had  such  great  results? 
And  is  it  not  also  certain  that  they  alone  are  the  cause  that  from  the 
beginning  the  Company  has  lost  so  much  in  those  regions  and  is 
stili  daily  losing  and  causing  others  to  lose,  where  on  both  sides 
they  might  have  made  large  gains  and  have  fared- well,  because  they 
continually  go  against  the  stream,  doing  what  they  should  leave  un- 
done, fearing  what  they  should  wish  for,  blaming  whom  they 
should  praise,  envying  whom  the}-  should  pity,  hindering  whom  they 
should  help,  and  who  by  these  proceedings  have  nothing  else  to 
expect,  than  to  lose  what  they  still  have? 

All  of  this  the  remonstrant  has  kept  secret  until  now,  but  having 
been  solicited  by  resolution  of  the  19th  inst.  to  make  a  statement 
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df  these  grievances,  he  could  not  in  good  faith  neglect  to  put  the 
-  mie  in  writing,  in  the  shape  of  a  complaint.  Addressing  himself 
first  to  the  deputies  from  their  High  Mightinesses,  he  prays  them 
in  .til  submission  so  to  arrange  this  matter  that  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  he  not  deprived  of  such  a  spacious,  beau- 
tiful and  well  situated  territory  for  which  other  nations  are  so 
tamcsfcly  longing,  having  already  settled  near  its  boundaries  on  the 
rast  and  west  as  well  as  on  the  north,  which  surely  will  happen  if 
ih<  c  urse  which  has  been  taken  for  some  years  back  be  persisted 
in,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  may  flourish  under  the  authority  of 
their  High  Mightinesses  and  the  direction  of  the  Company  and  that 
to  this  end  the  populating  for  which  their  High  Mightinesses  made 
such  special  provisions  by  the  2d  article  of  the  charter  of  the  West 
India  Company  may  be  duly  promoted,  those  who  labor  zealously 
therein  supported  and  continued,  the  conceded  Freedoms  and  Ex- 
einptions  with  amplification  of  the  same  not  only  maintained  but 
even  in  spite  of  all  passion  and  chicanery  enlarged  and  extended  in 
so  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  loss  to  the  Company  in  order  that 
persons  who  have  been  disheartened  may  be  again  inspired  to  re- 
sume the  work  with  courage,  the  patroons  receive  indemnification 
for  all  losses  which  they  have  suffered,  what  they  have  obtained  by 
right  enjoyed  by  them  in  rest  and  peace  and,  above  all  things,  the 
spread  of  the  Christian  reformed  religion  promoted  in  those  re- 
gions. 

\ddressing  himself  then  to  the  directors  of  the  respective  Cham- 
Ikts,  the  remonstrant  urges  them  to  so  manage  the  affairs  of  Xew 
Sutherland  that  the  Company,  instead  of  continual  loss,  may  re- 
ive a  vast  annual  income;  to  examine  the  course  pursued  for  some 
•  ars  and  to  charge  the  instigators  of  the  same  to  draw  up  a  com- 
plete statement  showing  in  what  way  the  Company  can  make  a 
I  '••li'-  instead  of  proceeding  blindly  and  passionately  as  heretofore. 
Further  he  prays  the  deputies  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  that 
will  be  pleased  to  use  their  influence  in  their  Chamber  that  no 
donate  persons  be  appointed  as  commissioners  for  that  work, 
'  only  reasonable  men  who  arc  in  sympathy  with  the  work  and  tin- 
dcrstand  their  business,  and  to  recall  the  coinniis  of  Fort  Orange, 
is  not  only  antagonistic  to  the  remonstrant  but  of  no  service  to 
*»e  Company. 

And  finally  he  prays  the  lords  directors  and  representatives74  of 
chief  participants,  in  particular  those  of  the  Chamber  of  Ara- 

'  'itittfiores',  i.  c.  associate  directors  representing  the  chief  participants. 
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sterdam,  to  be  pleased  to  defend  him  in  the  assembly  of  the  chief 
participants  against  all  calumnies  and  injuries  which  have  been  or 
may  be  spread  against  the  remonstrant  and  his  associates,  notwith- 
standing their  innocence. 

To  all  of  which  the  remonstrant  awaits  the  favorable  resolution 
of  the  very  honorable  assembly. 

Contract  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Jacob  Albertsz 

Planck75 

March  4,  1634 

Copy- 
This  day,  the  fourth,  flay  of  the  month  of.  March  in  the.  year 
sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  before  me,  Sim  en  Ruttens,  notary 
public,  admitted  by  the  Court  of  Holland,  residing  in  Amsterdam, 
and  before  the  hereafter  named  witnesses,  appeared  and  presented 
themselves  Mr  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  as  patroon  of  his  colony 
situated  on  the  North  River  of  New  Netherland  called  Rensselaers- 
wyck,  of  the  one  part,  and  Jacob  Allcrssz  Plawk  of  this  afore- 
said city,  of  the  other  part,  both  of  which  parties,  known  to  me, 
the  notary,  declared  that  they  had  contracted  and  entirely  agreed 
about  the  following  things  and  conditions.  First,  tne  aforesaid 
Iacob  Planck  acknowledges  that  he  has  bound  and  hereby  does 
bind  himself  to  the  aforesaid  Mr  Rensselaer,  to  go  and  sail  at  the 
first  opportunity  to  his  aforesaid  colony  in  New  Netherland  and 
Three  to  remain  there  for  the  period  of  three  consecutive  years, 
years  ■  which  shall  begin  and  commence  on  the  date  of  his  arrival 
in  that  country;  the  aforesaid  three  years  to  be  a  fixed  term  and 
the  said  Iacob  Planch  not  to  have  the  right  to  quit  or  leave  except 
with  the  express  will  and  consent  of  his  aforesaid  lord  and  patroon. 
And  in  case  he  should  act  contrary  thereto,  he  shall  compensate 
and  pay  his  aforesaid  patroon  for  all  hindrance  and  damage  which 
he  may  suffer  thereby,  pledging  and  mortgaging  therefor  all  tin- 
goods,  wares  and  effects  which  he  shall  have  acquired  in  that 
country  or  brought  with  him,  none  excepted,  submitting  the  same 
as  well  as  his  person  to  the  constraint  and  real  and  immediate 
execution  of  all  judges  and  courts. 

Secondly,  that  the  aforesaid  Jacob  Planch  shall  hold  in  the  afore- 
said colony  the  position  of  officer71  and  sellout,  as  his  aforesaid 

•5  V.  R  B.  Mss,  Letter  B„o!:,  Extract  in  V.  R.  B.  Mss  38. 

"6  Side  heads  in  this  document  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

17  Underlined  in  original. 
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lord  and  patroon  has  already  given  and  granted  him  the  said 
office,  according  to  the  instructions  heretofore  made  or  still  to  be 
made  by  the  aforesaid  patroon,  to  which  reference  shall  always  be 
had.    The  aforesaid  Jacob  Planck  has  thereupon  accepted  and 
promised,  as  he  hereby  does  accept  and  promise,  to  conduct  and 
exert  himself  well  and  faithfully  in  the  said  office  (which  he  grate- 
fully accepted)  as  becomes  an  upright  and  faithful  officer  and 
ofceer  and    sellout11*  and  as  he  ought  to  do,  and  moreover,  as  soon  as 
he  arrives  in  that  country,  he  must  present  himself  to  the 
director  general  of  New  Netherland,  in  order  to  take  before  him, 
for  the  behoof  of  his  aforesaid  lord  and  patroon,  the  proper  oathlla 
Thc      of  fidelity  conformable  to  the  instructions  and  authorization 
given  by  the  said  patroon  to  the  said  director  general,  for 
which  three  years  of  service  he.  Planch,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
third  part  of  the  fines'18-  received,  by  the  officer  and  which  from 
Fines    time  to  time  may  be  levied,  and  in  addition  shall  receive 
from  the  hands  of  the  aforesaid  director  general  a  present  of  the 
a  rapier  silver-plated11*  rapier  with  baldric  and  the  hat  with  plume, 
baldric     which  are  in  thc  latter's  custody  for  the  aforesaid  patroon.78 
Thirdly,   the   aforesaid   Planck   has   agreed,   as   it   shall  also 
be  his  duty,  to  exercise  proper  supervision  over  all1'3-  the  men,  farms, 
Supervision  over         animals  and  everything  else  that  may  have  to  be 

the  farms,  men,  . 

and  everything  else      done  in  that  colony  or  at  the  Manhatcs  in  the 

i:/  fc*c<f"y  a'"d  at      name  of  the  aforesaid  patroon;  also  to  keep  an 

the  Manhatans  L  r 

K/BAf)  record  exact  record  and  account11*  of  everything  and 

and  account  and  .1  .1  r  t 

r,.„ort  to  make  report  thereol  by  every  opportunity, 

soi:  in  everything       and  in  everything  to  seek  the  best  advantage11* 

b^st  advantage  ,  .    .  .  ,  < 

0f  patroon  ot   the   patroon   as   lar  as  it  is  possible  and 

feasible.  Also  on  Sundays  and  other  suitable  days  to  perform 
R*ad  the  duty  of  reader  and  to  offer  up  the  public  prayers,  for 
which  he  shall  receive  the  twentieth  penny,  or  one  stiver  out  of 
(very  guilder,  of  the  net  proceeds  or  profit  which  the  patroon 
1  si  out  nf  every         sjiaij    mv::v    yearly    of   all    and  everything, 

Wilder  of  profit  ,  .  "  _      '         .  .  .     .         .  , 

of  the  colony  nothing  excepted,  of  which  he  shall  send  me 

■  Underlined  in  original. 
's  ci<  le  daerenboven  tot  ecu  rcreertnghe  ui't  hdndeh  randen  voorss  Dircctcur  Gcncracl 
ontfangeii  den  -crsilvcrden  Dcgcn  metten  i'-cechbe.nit.  hoet  endc  pluymagie,  die  den 
i*>6rs$  lir  Patroon  ondcr  hem  heeft  berustende.  This  refers  to  the  silver-plated 
i"M'K-r  and  plumed  hat  sent  July  -■<->.  \6\z,  for  Rutcer  Hcndrieksz  van  Soest,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  memorandum  to  Director  vafn  T\\  iller,  p.  204.  The  statement  is  not 
cfcfM  as  to  whether  thc  objects  were  left  in  van  Twiller's  charge  by  Rutger  Ilen- 
'Jri  ksz  on  his  return  to  lb. Hand  or  bad  remained  in  van  Twiller's  custody  from  the 
time  they  wire  sent. 


■ 
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proper  account /Sil  it  being  understood  that  this  includes  the 
sale  or  furnishing  of  the  clothes  and  other  necessaries  which  may 
be  sold  for  the  patroon  to  the  farmers,  also  the  increase  of  the 
animals,  provided  that  the  old  number  must  be  maintained;  there- 
fore, as  soon  as  he,  Planck,  gets  there,  he  shall  take  proper  ac- 
count of  everything  and  specify  the  same  by  inventory.  Ex- 
cluded from  this,  however,  shall  be  the  profit  which  the  patroon  as 
well  as  he  shall  derive  from  the  following  conditions. 

Fourthly,  the  aforesaid  Jacob  Planck  has  consented  to  transport 
Jacob  rianck  to  go         hirriself  with  his  son  and  one  servdnf^  thither 

and  return  and  live 

in  that  country  with       by  the  first  ship  that  goes  to  New  Netherland 

his  son  and  servant  t   •         1  ♦  1     i       •       11      ,  1 

at  his  own  expense  an<^  m  vYnich  nc  1?  aD*e  t°  secure  passage,  and 
this  at  his  own  expense  and  charge  of  going  and  coming;  also,  to 
support  himself  there  and  provide  himself  with  everything,  nothing 
excepted,  but  the  patroon  shall  do  his  best  to  obtain  some  work 
for  him  on  the  ship  so  that  he  may  cross  over  for  his  board,  and 
if  he  does  not  succeed  therein,  the  patroon  shall  give  him  for  the 
f3o  to^  Planck  three  of  them  the  sum  of  30  guilders.  Having  with 
pCnSes  God's  help  arrived  in  that  country,  said  Planck  shall 

exert  himself  as  much  as  possible  and  at  the  first  opportunity 
move  to  the  aforesaid  colony  and  in  the  middle  of  the  east  side 
of  Castle  now  West  Island,  on  the  river  side,  cause  a  suitable  dwell  - 

Dwelling  to  be  erected  ■        {()  ^  0Wll  expCllSC,  bllt  tllC 

at  the  expense  of  ;.  °  L 

planck  who  will  receive  patrOOIl   shall   COJltributC^    100  guilders   to  it 

LIOworththf^ooUl1 '!Pg  tjpon    condition    that   the   building   shall  be 

valued  at  200  guilders  at  least. 

The  aforesaid  patroon  or  his  farmer-  must  pay  proper  wages 

Farmers  or  patroon         to  tllC  Servant  of  tllC   aforesaid  Planck   when  llC 

'"^  ,,ay  scTvant         shall  be  employed  in  their  service.    Also  to  pro- 

it  they  employ  1  1 

him  vide  the  grain,  meal,  bread,  butter,  milk  or  cheese 

which  he  and  his  men  may  need  for  their  proper  support  (if  they 
are  supplied  themselves),  paying  for  the  same  as  follows:  for  the 
Wheat  ami  rye  at  f  2  a       wheat  and  the  rvc  an  average  of  two  guilders 

schepel;  butter  at  6  st  .         ,  '      .  /         .  :.  , 

a  ii»  2  st  a  schepel  for  a  schepel,  for  the  butter  six  stivers  a  pound, 
grinding  for  the  buttermilk  one  half  stiver  a  mcngcl 

and  for  the  cheese  accordingly  and  for  the  grinding  of  meal  two 
stivers  a  schepel. 

Further,  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats  and  others, 
which  are  grown  in  the  aforesaid  colony,  after  the  men  and  animals 

^■Underlined   in  drtginal. 
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have  been  provided  ici ,  the  formers,  without  any  fixed  remunera- 
tion by  the  patroon,  must  turn  over  and  deliver  to  Jacob  Plank, 
on  proper  receipt,  the  share  which  the  patroon  has  in  the  said 
grain,  of  which  grain  lie,  Planck,  at  his  own  expense  and  risk  and 
lull  charge,  may  distill  brandy,  anisette  or  other  spirits,  or  brew 
Tu  disui  brandy        u.ecr  to  [)e  so\c\  t0  the  men  of  the  Company  or  to 

and  anisette  and  ,  ,         ,  .        .  •  1  1        1  n 

;  •  brew  beer  at  tne  savages,  or  do  otherwise  therewith  as  he  shall 
hn  exi-ense  think  fit.    Said  Planck  ought  not  to  pay  anything 

for  the  said  grain,  nor  shall  he  have  the  right  to  charge  the  pa- 
troon anything  for  the  purchase,  or  for  charges  of  himself  or  his 
men,  or  for  any  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  same; 
and  of  the  entire  proceeds,  without  any  deduction  from  the  afore- 
said grain,  or  from  the  amount  realized  or  received  for  the  same 
in  the  end,  whether  in  money,  merchandise  or  other  returns  (but 
Freight  charges  and  freight  charges,  insurance  and  duties  to  the 
duties  to  be  deducted  Company  to  be  deducted  therefrom)  one  half 
shall  go  to  the  patroon  and  the  other  half  to  him;  and  if  he  has 
10  g°  to  lhe  patroon       bread  baked  thereof,  two  thirds  shall  go  to 

and  1/2  to  Jacob  pianck  ■  ,  ,  .  . 

and  his  men.  the  patroon  and  one  third  to  him  on  the 

Uread,  2/3  to  the  pa-  above  conditions. 

troon  and  1/3  to  pianck 

But  he,  Iacob  Planck,  shall  not  have  the  right  to  engage  in  any 
private  business  for  himself,  on  forfeiture  as  above.  As  to  the 
share  of  the  grain  to  which  the  farmers  are  entitled  or  which  he 
shall  buy  at  the  Manhatens  or  elsewhere  '  from  the  savages,  the 
patroon  shall  pay  four  guilders  a  muclde  for  rye,  wheat  or  corn, 
and  shall  also  pay  one  half  of  what  it  costs  above  that  amount,  pro- 
vided that  the  proceeds  shall  be  divided  as  above,  one  half  to  the 
patroon  and  one  half  to  him,  Planck. 

<  Hher  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  connection  with  the  grain  or 
otherwise  and  which  are  not  specified  here,  shall  be  borne  half  and 
half,  except  so  far  as  the  grain  shall  be  baked  into  bread,  which 
expense  Pianck  shall  bear  entirely;  on  the  contrary  the  draff  and 
all  other  by-products  and  profits  derived  from  the  manure  of  cattle 
or  Hogs,  shall  be  shared  half  and  half, 

Air  that  Pianck  himself,  or  for  his  men,  shall  consume  in  the 
way  of  the  aforesaid  brandy,  spirits,  beer,  bread  or  other  things, 
shall  pay  for;  the  brandy  at  20  stivers  the  Amsterdam  kan  and 
1  itoer  goods  accordingly. 

Further,  the  aforesaid  Iacob  Planck  has  promised  as  he  does 
v"      .  N,,t  t0     hereby,  not  to  trade  in  furs  either  for  himself  or 

t?ade  m 

for  others,   directly   or  indirectly,  contrary  to  the 
ited  freedoms  on  pain  of  the  punishment  and  correction  pro- 
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vided  therefor  by  ihe  West  India  Company,  but  to  regulate  him- 
self in  all  matters  according  to  the  aforesaid  Freedoms. 

The  patroon  shall  buy  two  good  muskets,  one  of  which  shall 
be  paid  for  by  him  and  the  other  by  the  said  Planck  and  the  owner- 
ship shall  be  half  and  half. 

And  on  these  conditions  and  in  this  manner,  the  aforesaid  Iacob 
Planck  has  bound  himself  to  the  aforesaid  patroon  Rensselaer, 
promising  to  observe  and  fulfil  faithfully  all  that  is  stated  above 
with  its  implications  and  consequences,  without  anything  contrary 
thereto  being  done  either  by  himself  or  any  one  else,  directly  or 
indirectly,  within  or  without  the  law,  in  any  manner,  under  bond 
and  submission  of  his  person  and  goods,  present  and  future,  in 
that  country,  as  is  stated  above.  In  good  faith,  with  the  consent 
of  me,  the  aforesaid  notary,  this  has  been  duly  authenticated,  one 
or  more  copies  in  debita  forma  to  be  delivered  to  each  of  the 
parties.  Thus  done  in  the  aforesaid  city  of  Amsterdam,  at  my, 
the  notary's,  house  and  office,  in  the  presence  of  Anthony  M artenssz 
and  Jan  Stotfelssz  as  witnesses  hereunto  invited,  who  together 
with  the  aforesaid  contracting  parties  have  signed  the  original. 

Underneath  was  written:  In  fidem  ct  testimonium,  rogatus  et 
requisites,  and  was  signed,  S' :  Ruttens  nots  pubcus.  ssH 

Concordat  haec  Copia  cum  Originali 
Quod  attestor  in  f  rase  rip  tits  pub  lie  us 
S:  Iviperiali:  Curiaeqz  Hollandiae 
authoritatibus  Notarius  Amstelodanii  resideus, 
hac  die  21  Apr  His  A0:  1634. 
[signed]       /:  vande  Vcn 

Nots  Pubcus  ssu 

21  1 
A0:   1634. 

4 

Contract  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Michiel  Pauw79 
March  to,  1634 

Copy 

Whereas  Cornells  van  vorsi,  in  the  year  1633,  by  contract  turned 
over  three  cows  (two  of  which  had  been  delivered  to  him  by 
Bastiaen  Ianssc  Crol  by  order  of  Director  Pietcr  minnict  arid  the 

■9  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letlcr  Book,  f.53b. 
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third  by  A n dries  Hudden  from  the  farm  of  Pr  Bijlcvelt)  to  the 
new  director,  Woutcr  van  Tzvillcr,  for  the  behoof  of  the  colony  of 
Mr  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  the  said  Mr  Rensselaer  and  M.  Paauzv, 
as  patroon  of  Pavonia  and  for  his  director80  Cornells  van  Vorst, 
for  reasons  them  hereunto  moving,  have  contracted  and  agreed  as 
follows :  that  the  contract  between  Director  van  Twiller  and  Cor- 
nells van  Vorst  shall  both,  qualiiate  qua,  be  executed  and  held  firm 
and  the  exchange  be  accepted;  but  that  an  estimate  shall  be  made 
of  how  much  the  less  the  three  cows  which  Cornells  van  Vorst 
received  in  return  were  worth  at  the  time  of  the  last  delivery  than 
the  three  cows  which  Director  van  Twiller  received,  without  any 
further  claim  on  either  side  being  made  regarding  the  past  trans- 
action, which  difference  in  value  shall  be  charged  to  Mr  Rens- 
selaer on  condition  that  the  -money  for  the  three  cows  purchased 
by  van  Vorst  shall  be  turned  over  to  Mr  Rensselaer ;  and,  in  case 
Cornells  van  Vorst  has  not  [made]  the  payment  there,  that  Director 
van  Tzvillcr  as  well  as  van  Vorst  be  requested  to  make  a  statement 
thereof,  signed  by  both  of  them,  and  send  this  to  the  respective 
patroons  by  the  next  ship.  Done  at  Amsterdam,  10  March  1634. 
Was  signed  in  the  several  hands  well  known  to  me,  the  notary : 
M  Paauzv,  K  V  Rensselaer. 

Concordat  haec  Copia  cum  original j.  Quod  attest7",  infra- 
scriptus  Publicus  S.  Imp1.  Curieque  Holland^  aiithoritatibas  No- 
tarhis  Amstelmi.  rcsidens,  hac  die  13  Aprilis  A0.  1634. 


Contract  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Cornells  Teunisz 

van  Breuckelen81 


I,  the  underwritten,  Cornells  Thcunissen  van  Breuckelen,82  about 
30  years  old,  acknowledge  by  this  my  signature,  that  I  have  entered 
the  service  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  patroon  of  the  colony  called 

80  M.  Paauzv  ah  patroon  ran  Pavonia  voor  syn  Direct  cur  Cornells  "can  Vorst.  In 
Rensselaerswyck,  the  title  of  director  for  the  chief  agent  of  the  colony  was  not  used 
till  the  arrival  of  Brant  van  Slichtenhorst,  in  1648. 

K1  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book.  f.27. 

SI  flis  full  name  was  Cornells  Anthoniss  van  Schlick,  or  as  it  was  later  spelled,  van 
Slyeft;  in  the  present  work  as  well  as  in  the  account  books  among  the  Rensselaerswyck 


[signed] 


/:  vande  Ven 
Nots  Pub. 


April  5,  1634 
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Rensselaerswyck  lying-  on  the  North  River  of  New  Netherland, 
and  this  for  the  period  of  three  years  commencing  with  my  arrival 
there  in  the  aforesaid  colony,  to  help  my  aforesaid  patroon  or  him 
who  in  his  stead  shall  have  the  direction  or  administration  there, 
during  the  aforesaid  period  in  all  diligence  and  faithfulness  in 
carpentering,  hricklaying,  farming  or  such  other  work  as  I  shall 
be  ordered  to  do  or  be  capable  of  doing,  without  distinction  of 
work,  and  that  I  will  not  engage,  without  the  consent  of  my  afore- 
said patroon  according  to  the  Freedoms  granted  him  by  the 
Chartered  ^Yest  India  Company,  in  any  fur  trade  or  obtain  furs  by 
gift  or  barter,  upon  forfeiture  of  all  my  goods  and  even  on  pain 
of  peremptory  correction  touching  my  person  or  goods,  and  this 
for  the  sum  of  180  guilders  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  me  or  my  order 
there  or  here  on  proper  settlement  of  my  account,  provided  that 
if  possible  the  aforesaid  patroon  shall  procure  passage  for  me  in 
the  ship  which  is  being  fitted  out  and  pay  my  board  at  six  stivers 
a  clay  and  besides  making  me  a  present  of  25  guilders  for  my  passage 
going  and  coming,  which  I  acknowledge  that  I  have  received,  with- 
out deduction  from  my  wages,  and  if  within  the  aforesaid  period 
of  three  years  I  quit  his  service  without  his  express  consent,  he 
shall  not  be  bound  to  pay  me  a  single  penny  of  all  that  I  have 
earned  and  I  nevertheless  be  held  to  satisfy  him  for  the  remaining 
time.  I  also  bind  myself  under  all  such  regulations  and  instruc- 
tions as  my  aforesaid  patroon  has  already  made  or  shall  cause  to 
be  made  hereafter  or  which  shall  be  made  in  his  name,  to  regulate 
myself  accordingly,  under  penalties  and  punishment  thereto  at- 
tached, it  being  understood  that  over  and  above  the  180  guilders, 
I  shall  have  also  free  board,  and  in  case  the  patroon  or  his  agents 
should  not  be  satisfied  with  my  service,  they  shall  be  free  to  dis- 

Mss,  he  is  frequently  referred  to  as  Brocr  Cornells.  O'Callaghan,  History  of  New 
Netherland,  1:434,  erroneously  includes  Cornells  Teunissen  van  Breuckelen  among  the 
settlers  who  sailed  in  1631,  and  on  p.  439  gives  Cornells  Anthonissen  van  Slyck,  alias 
Brocr  Cornells,  the  first  patentee  of  Katskill,  1646,  among  the  settlers  of  1641.  The 
identity  of  the  two  men  is  clearly  established  by  the  fact  that  in  the  accou  it  books 
appears  but  one  Cornells  Teunisz  van  Breuckelen  and  that  this  man's  account,  running 
through  different  ledgers  from  Aug.  12,  1634,  to  May  r,  1661,  contains  among  other 
items  charges  for  rent  at  500  guilders  a  year  from  Aug.  28,  1652,  to  Aug.  28, 
165S,  which  are  stipulated  by  the  lease  printed  on  p.  75-~53.  which  is  signed  Cornells 
Anthonisen  van  Schliek.  On  May  1,  1661,  Cornells  Teunisz  van  Breuckelen  was  indebted 
to  the  colony  to  the  amount  of  4337  guilders,  10  stivers,  and  the  same  sum  is  charged 
against  him  in  a  list  of  debtors  of  1674.  The  name  van  Slyck  appears  in  the  account 
books  but  twice,  in  1664  and  1.666*,  in  connection  with  an  account  for  beer.  An  entry 
in  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  or  Magistrates,  1676-80,  in  the  Albany  County 
clerk's  ofhee,  under  date  of  Jan.  2,  1677,  ordering  the  constables  of  Albany  to  take 
charge  of  the  estate  of  Broer  Cornelis,  shows  that  Cornelis  Anthonisz  van  Schliek,  from 
Breuckelen,  died  in  1676.  y 
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charge  me  before  the  expiration  of  the  3  foresaid  three  years  at 
any  time  they  please.  All  this  in  good  faith  and  in  witness  of  the 
truth  I  have  signed  this  together  with  jaccb  Dircxssz  uogel, 
formerly  baker,  who  offers  himself  as  surety  for  the  aforesaid 
Cornells  Theunisss,  in  Amsterdam,  this  fifth  of  April  sixteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty- four.  Was  signed:  Jacob  Dircxssen  vogell,  Cor- 
nells thonissen,.  Endorsed .  Received  from  the  hands  of  Kiliaen 
van  Rensselaer  according  to  the  contents  of  the  instrument  written 
mi  the  other  side  of  this  sheet,  as  a  present  for  the  passage  going 
and  coming,  the  sum  of  25  guilders,  this  5th  of  April  1034,  in  Am- 
sterdam. 10  RD  at  50  stivers  £25  —  and  was  signed:  Cornells 
Thonissen. 

Underneath  was  written :  Also  received  from  the  hands  aforesaid 
the  sum  of  five  guilders  in  order  that  I  may  equip  myself  the  better 
with  axes,  adzes,  trowels  and  other  tools  which  will  not  be  deducted 
from  my  wages.  Done  as  above.  2  RD  at  50  stivers  ir5 — and 
was  signed :  Cornells  Thonissen.    [signed]  /.  v.sz 

Further  contract  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Michiel 

Pauw84 

April  13,  1634 

This  day,  date  underwritten,  the  undersigned  have  entered  into 
further  agreement,  to  wit  :  that  all  the  animals,  whether  horses  or 
cows,  old  or  young,  which  from  now  on  and  for  six  consecutive 
years  shall  be  offered  for  sale  in  New  Netherland,  shall  be  bought 
of  the  Company  as  well  as  of  private  individuals,  whether  residents 
or  strangers,  according  to  this  instruction  and  commission,  which 
must  be  exhibited  therefore  wherever  it  is  necessary,  and  this  to  be 
done  for  the  profit  and  service  of  each  of  the  contracting  parties, 
half  and  half;  each  promising  in  good  faith  not  to  deceive  or  take 
advantage  of  the  other  but  sincerely  and  in  good  faith,  wdienever 
any  animals  shall  be  bought,  to  give  the  other  a  half  share  and  let 
the  same  be  divided  by  lot,  with  the  understanding  that  herein  are 
Hot  included  such  animals  as  before  the  delivery  of  this  instrument 
have  been  bought  of  the  director  general  for  one  or  the  other, 
or  those  concerning  which  the  aforesaid  Rensselaer  is  negotiating 
A'lth  Wolfiert  Gerritssz.    In  testimony  of  good  faith,  both  parties 

'    -t  vawi  de  Yen,  notary  public  at  Amsterdam. 
HV>  &  »S  Letter  Book,  f.54. 
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have  signed  this  also  (the  original  of  which  remains  in  the  custody 
of  me,  the  notary)  the  13th  of  April  1634  in  Amsterdam. 

Jta  attestor  qui  retro 

[signed]       /;  vande  Ven 
Nots  Pub. 

13 

A0  —j- 1634 

Contract  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Lubbert  Gijsbertsz 

van  Blaricunr*3 

April  15,  1634 

On  the  terms  hereafter  specified,  Lubbert  Ghijsbertss,  33,  years  old, 
from  B  lark  urn  in  the  Goeylant,S(i  has  freely  and  advisedly  entered  the 
service  of  Kiliaen  nan  Rensselaer  3  patroon  of  Rensselaerswyck, 
to  betake  himself  with  his  wife  and  three  children  at  his  own  ex- 
pense to  the  aforesaid  colony  by  the  ship  that  is  now  being  made 
ready  by  the  West  India  Company  (to  sail  to  New  Netherland  with 
God's  help),  provided  that  his  aforesaid  patroon  shall  pay  and  sat- 
isfy the  Company  and  be  reimbursed  as  hereafter  described,  which 
said  service  shall  last  the  period  of  three  consecutive  years  from  the 
time  of  his  arrival  in  the  aforesaid  colony,  without  right  on  his  part 
to  quit  the  said  service  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  period  on 
forfeiture  of  all  his  estate  and  property  and  under  bond  of  his 
person  and  what  is  further  required  by  law,  during  which  time  he 
shall  make  his  residence  in  the  aforesaid  colony  as  a  free  man, 
unless  the  patroon  decide  with  his  advice  and  consent  to  transfer 
him  to  the  Manhatas  or  elsewhere,  and  shall  have  liberty  to  choose 
his  place  of  residence  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  aforesaid 
patroon  or  his  agents  where  he  can  most  conveniently  perform  his 
work,  namely  his  trade  as  a  wagon  maker  or  wheelwright,  for  which 
he  shall  take  all  the  necessary  tools  with  him  from  here  at  his  own 
expense.    He  shall  not  be  allowed  to  work  for  any  one  else  so  lung 
as  the  patroon  or  his  agents  have  work  to  give  him,  either  for  him- 
.  self  or  for  others,  everything  at  the  prices  for  which  the  former  and 
present  wheelwrights  have  made  and  furnished  the  same,  but  it  it 
happen  that  they  have  no  work  to  give  him,  either  wagon  making 
or  farming,  he  shall  be  allowed  to  work  for  other  people.  The 

M  V.  R.  B.  Mas,  Letter  Booh,  £.28. 

80  Same  as  Cooilc.nd,  a  district  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  province  of  North  Holland. 
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aforesaid  patroon  guarantees  that  within  the  period  of  three  years 
aforesaid  he  will  order  him  to  make  or  buy  from  him  at  least  12 
wagons,  good  and  substantia]  for  their  money,  for  the  sum  of  30 
guilders  apiece;  the  aforesaid  patroon  shall  further  cause  to  be  fur- 
nished to  him  out  of  his  earnings  and  at  proper  prices  grain,  butter 
of  cheese  produced  in  his  colony,  if  there  is  a  sufficient  supply,  pro- 
vided that  proper  proportion  be  kept  with  respect  to  the  work  for 
which  the  patroon  shall  wish  to  employ  him  aside  from  wagon  mak- 
ing, whether  carpentering,  funning  or  anything  else. 

The  aforesaid  patroon  gives  him  permission  to  live  with  one  of 
his  farmers,  but  at.  his  own  expense  as  to  board,  as  before  stated, 
and  on  condition  that  he  prepare  and  put  in  order  his  shop  and 
sleeping  rooms  in  or  next  to  the  said  dwelling  in  such  a  way  that  the 
farmer  shall  not  be  inconvenienced  by  them ;  or  otherwise,  he  shall 
be  allowed  to  sow  two  or  three  morgens  with  hemp,  linseed,  colza 
or  other  seed,  also  at  his  own  expense  and  profit,  and  not  pay  the 
patroon  more  thereof  than  the  just  tenth  of  the  full  crop  and  this 
as  long  as  he  serves  as  wheelwright  and  no  longer.  The  aforesaid 
patroon  shall  also  pay  him  in  advance  the  sum  of  50  guilders  for  his 
equipment  and  in  order  to  provide  himself  with  the  proper  tools,  be- 
sides a  large  firelock  of  which  the  patroon  will  bear  the  expense 
and  which  he,  Lubbert,  will  be  allowed  to  use  and  at  the  end  of  his 
service  return  to  the  patroon,  in  the  same  way  as  he  shall  be  obliged 
to  make  good  in  money  or  labor  all  that  the  patroon  shall  advance  to 
him  before,  in  or  during  the  voyage,  as  well  as  in  that  country,  or 
shall  pay  in  his  stead  to  the  West  India  Company  or  others,  in  such 
a  way  however  that  the  patroon  shall  not  be  liable  otherwise  than  as 
before  stated.  The  aforesaid  Lubbert  shall  have  no  right  to  trade 
m  any  otter,  beaver  or  other  skins,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  and  punish- 
ment therefor  provided  by  the  West  India  Company.  The  afore- 
named patroon  promises,  however,  that  as  soon  as  he  shall  erect  the 
fourth  farm  in  the  aforesaid  colony,  he  will  make  him,  the  said  Lub- 
bert Gysbertsss,  farmer  thereon  on  the  same  terms  as  the  other 
farmers,  more  especially  the  terms  of  the  contract  made  with  Gcrrit 
'••«'  lieux.  But  [in  counting]  the  farms  [those]  about  w  hich  the  pa-. 
Iroon  is  negotiating  with  Wulifcrt  Gcrrit  sen  with  a  view  to  [his] 
moving  from  the  Manhatans  up  the  river  shall  not  be  included.  The 
aforesaid  Lubbert  Gysbertsss  shall,  however,  at  the  same  time  exer- 
cise his  trade  as  wheelwright  for  the  accommodation  of  himself 
'  thers,  and  as  to  what  he  shall  earn  thereby,  like  the  grain,  one 
hall  shall  g©  to  the  patroon  and  the  oilier  to  himself. 
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The  aforesaid  Lubbert  Ghijsbertsss  shall  be  obliged  to  respect  and 
obey  the  said  pairoon  or  those  whom  he  may  appoint,  as  faithful 
subjects  are  bound  to  obey  their  lords  and  magistrates,  with  regard 
to  the  instructions  arid  regulations  already  made  in  the  said  colony 
of  Rensseiaerswyck  or  to  be  made  hereafter. 

All  this  in.  good  faith  ;  for  greater  security  this  has  been  signed  by 
the  aforenamed  patroon  and  Lubber f  GJiijsbcrtssz  on  the  fifteenth 
of  April  in  the  yea:'  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-four.  Was  signed 
in  the  several  hands,  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  Lubbert  Ghysbertss:. 
Lower  was  written :  in  my  presence  as  witness,  and  was  signed,  J  : 
vande  Ven,  notary  public. 

Contract  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Hendrick  Conduit 
van  Coninghsbergen87 

April  15,  1634 

Contract  made  and  entered  into  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  as  pa- 
troon  of  his  colony  called  Rensseiaerswyck,  with  Hendrick  Con- 
duit van  Con'uighs-bergen,  32  years  old,  as  farmer  on  a  farm  to  be 
established  on  the  west  side  of  a  river  to  the  north  of  the  mill  creek-* 
on  the  slope  of  the  clay  hill,85  being  about  the  middle  of  Castle,  now 
called  West  Island,  which  farm  shall  be  called  Godyns-BurgJi,  this 
15th  of  April  1634,  in  Amsterdam.  ' 

First,  the  aforenamed  hendrick  Conduit  shall  promise  under  oath 
and  on  forfeiture  of  his  stipulated  wages  and  his  property  there,  not 
to  trade  in  furs,  specially  otter  and  beaver  skins,  nor  to  acquire  the 
same  by  way  of  present  or  in  any  other  way,  without  the  expre.^ 
consent  of  his  aforesaid  patroon. 

The  aforenamed  patroon  shall  provide  him,  Hendrick  Conduit, 
with  the  following  animals,  if  he  can  procure  them,  as  soon  as  lie 
shall  take  the  third  farm  in  hand,  counting  that  of  Rutgert  Hcn- 
drickssoi  called  Reusselaers-burgli,  as  the  first,  that  of  Gerrit  dc 
Rcux,  who  is  now  on  de  laets-burgh,  as  the  second  and  that  of  Hen- 
drick Conduit,  called  Godyns  burgli,  as  said  above,  as  the  third,  it 
being  understood  that  the  farms  about  which  the  patroon  is  negoti- 
ating with  Wolff  eft  Gerritssen  with  a  view  to  [his]  moving  up  above 
from  the  Manliatas,  are  not  included  [in  this  number]. 

And  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  the  said  colony  till  his,  the 

"  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.agh. 
•*  Meulen  kit;  the  Norn.ans  Kill. 
89  kieybergh. 
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third,  farm  shall  be  erected,  he.  must  help  other  farmers  or  do  such 
other  work  as  the  patroon  or  his  agent  shall  direct,  011  condition  that 
he  shah  receive  150  guilders  a  year  in  addition  to  his  board,  but  as 
soon  as  the  buildings  are  under  cover  and  the  farm  is  ready  to 
commence  work,  he  shall  receive  180  guilders  a  year  till  the  shares 
begin,  and  as  a  start  be  furnished  with  three  or  four  horses,  as 
many  cows  and  in  addition  sheep  and  hogs  according  to  circum- 
stances. He  shall  further  have  for  his  assistance,  if  they  can  be 
obtained,  two  men  and  a  boy,  for  whom  are  proposed  Cornells  thcun- 
issz  van  Breuckclcn,  carpenter  and  mason,  who  must  do  farm  work 
when  he  is  not  otherwise  employed,  also  one  of  the  men  whom  Ger- 
rit  dc  Reus  has  brought  into  the  country,  or  one  of  the  men  of  Roc- 
loff  jo.nsscn,  if  the  same  will  stay,  or  otherwise  a  negro,  or  the  serv- 
ant of  Officer  Iaeob  Albertssa  Planck,  and  this  at  the  expense  of 
the  patroon  for  the  period  of  one  year  from  the  time  that  he  shall 
begin  to  draw  the  180  guilders,  which  payment  of  180  guilders  shall 
not  continue  for  longer  than  one  year ;  from  which  time  on  and  for 
the  period  of  four  consecutive  years,  not  leaving  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture and  under  bonds  as  above,  the  aforesaid  Hendrick  Conduit 
shall  receive  no  wages,  but  the  wages  and  board  of  the  men  and  the 
boy  and  the  house  servants,  as  well  as  all  other  expenses  of  whatever 
nature,  the  damage  and  lo^s  of  animals,  wear  and  tear  of  wagons, 
plows,  in  fine,  all  and  everything,  shall  be  paid  during  the  aforesaid 
four  years,  half  and  half,  and  be  deducted 'from  the  common  fruit, 
crops,  milk,  butter,  cheese  and  increase  of  stock,  and  the  balance  and 
gain  shall  be  evenly  divided  between  the  patroon  and  H enrich  Con- 
duit. With  this  understanding,  that  the  patroon  may  take  at  his 
option  the  animals  apportioned  to  henrick  Conduit  at  the  rates  here- 
tofore fixed  by  the  West  India  Company,  and  the  grain  at  such 
prices  as  those  of  the  Manchatas  are  obliged  to  furnish  grain  to  the 
Company  for.  And  every  two  years,  an  inventory  shall  be  take:i 
of  the  stock  and  what  shall  be  found  in  addition  to  the  number  de- 
livered to  him,  is  included  in  the  aforesaid  condition.  But,  if  the 
number  shall  have  decreased,  the  said  henrick  Conduit  must  try  t'» 
raise  again  so  much  stock  that  he  attain  the  former  number  and 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  derive  any  profit  till  the  original  number  is 
restored.  The  said  Hendrick  Conduit  shall  raise  as  many  shee;> 
and  hogs  as  pqssijble,  and  those  which  he  sells  or  the  amount  which 
lie  receives  for  them,  shall  in  the  same  way  be  divided  half  and 
half. 

At  the  time  that  the  aforesaid  partnership  begins,  an  exact  list 
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and  inventory  shall  be  made  of  the  grain  in  the  field,  or  in  the 
houses  or  barracks,  also  of  the  live  stock,  furniture  and  household 
goods,  butter  and  cheese,  grain,  meat,  bacon,  wagon  and  plow, 
and  further  of  everything  else  that  shall  be  on  hand  and  belong  to 
the  patroon  in  particular,  which  shall  again  be  done  at  the  end  of 
four  years,  when  the  patroon  must  get  back  as  much  as  he  has 
supplied,  or  the  value  thereof  according  to  the  valuation  placed  upon 
them  as  above. 

As  to  the  passage  across,  the  patroon  shall  if  possible  seek  to  ob- 
tain permission  for  the  said  H  end  rick  Conduit  to  earn  boatswain's 
wages,  but  if  this  can  not  be  done,  the  patroon  must  pay  for  board 
and  henrick  Conduit  shall  receive  no  monthly  wages.  But  the 
transportation  of  the  servants,  the  patroon  charges  himself  with, 
while  Henrick  Conduit  must  take  care  of  the  calves  which  he  may 
send  and  the  farm  implements  which  he  will  send  over  by  this  ship. 

Henrick  Conduit  shall  distribute  the  manure  of  the  animals  over 
the  land  to  the  best  advantage  and  if  necessary  mix  it  with  sods:M? 
and  so  increase  the  heap. 

The  patroon  shall  provide  Henrick  Conduit  with  a  good  firelock, 
costing  fn:io,  which  sum  Henrick  Conduit  shall  pay  the  patroon 
at  the  end  of  his  term  and  keep  the  firelock. 

If  (contrary  to  our  hope)  there  be  no  prospect  of  obtaining  ani- 
mals to  establish  the  aforementioned  farms,  hendrick  Conduit  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  serve  longer  than  one  year  for  the  aforesaid  150 
guilders  a  year,  but  the  patroon  shall  try  to  get  him  employed  on 
fair  terms  on  the  farm  of  Bijlez'clt  at  the  Manaliatas,  provided  he 
advise  the  patroon  in  time. 

All  that  is  stated  above,  the  aforesaid  Hendrick  Conduit  by  true 
and  manly  words  promises  faith f idly  to  fulfil  and  accomplish, 
thereto  binding  his  person  and  goods,  movable  and  immovable,  pres- 
ent and  future,  submitting  all  of  them  and  the  choice  of  them  to 
the  control  of  all  laws,  courts  and  justices,  in  good  faith,  without 
guile  or  deceit,  in  witness  whereof  the  contracting  parties  have 
signed  this  with  their  own  hands,  this  15th  of  April  of  the  year  1654, 
in  Amsterdam,  and  was  signed  in  the  several  hands,  Kiliacn  Van 
Rensselaer,  Hendrick  Conduit.  Lower  was  written:  In  my  pres- 
ence as  witness,  and  was  signed,  /;  z'aude  Voi,  notary  public. 

00  plaggcn;  heather  or  peat  sods,  sometimes  used  in  the  Netherlands  for  compost  heaps. 
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Names  of  colonists  ready  to  sail  in  de  Eendracht01 

April  20,  1634 

Names  of  persons  whom  the  underwritten  lias  ready  to  sail  for 
New  Netherland,  to  his  colony,  in  the  ship  d'Ecndrucht,  this  20th  of 
April  1634. 

Jacob  Planck  van  Edam,  to  eat  in,  the  cabin 

Abraham  Iacobsscn,  also  from  Edam 

Lubber t  Gysbertsss  ran  Blaricum,  with  his  wife  and 

three  children  of  10,  6  and  1%  years,  all  sons 
Cornells  Theunisss  van  Breuckel 
absent  Hendrick  Conduit  van  Coninxbergcn 
H  end  rick  carstenssz  van  Nor  den 


Invoice  of  the  following  goods  which  the  aforesaid  Rensselaer 
lias  sent  open  and  loose  to  the  warehouse  of  the  Company  and  in 
the  presence  of  its  officers  has  caused  to  be  packed  in  the  following 
casks  and  boxes  in  order  that  they  need  not  again  be  unpacked  and 
inspected.    Marked  as  in  the  margin. 


Underneath  was  written 

Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer 


Invoice  of  goods  sent  to  the  colony' 
[April  20,  1634?] 


one  brandy  still,  weighing 
115  lb,  costs  with  condens- 
ing coil 


f94  17 


c 


three  green  and  three  white 
blankets,  cost 


f23  2 


three  bolts  of  coarse  cloth 
and  one  of  somewhat 
finer,  cost 


152  10 


packet)  in  a 
dry  cask 


-< 


one    small    bag    bi  "* 
hemp    seed,  con- 
taining one  schepel  > 


f  4  10 


one  ditto  with  lin- 
seed, contains  two 
fourths  of  a  barrel  ^ 


100  lb  of  pig  lead 
3  small  tin  pots 


*8  5 


f  2 


12  bags  of  Oriental  malt,, 
costs  S5  gold  guilders  a 
last 


*53 


1238  4 


"  V.  ft,  h.  Usk,  Later  Booh,  f.73. 

■      ft.  B.  Ms*,  Letter  Book,  f.73. 
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N°.  B 


a  box 
N°.  C 


in  a  dry 
cask 
N°.  D 

N°.  E 
N°.  F  G 


93  Blank  in  Letter  Book, 
'*  Tvaxoiscclcn. 
95  achterwngen  scclcn, 
99  smaltonnctt. 
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24  pair  of  Flemish  stock- 
ings at  11  stivers  a  pair 

24  pair  of  linen  drawers,  at 
19  stiv.  each 

24  linen  shirts,  at  31  stiv. 
each 

24  ditto,  somewhat  smaller, 
at  25  stiv.  each 

46  pair  of  watertight 
leather  shoes,  averaging 
23^2  stiv.  a  pair 

25  -  -  -93  at  6  stiv.  each 
one  ship's  pound  of  white 

Leaden    cheese,  cost 

3  sieves,  3  strainers,  cost 
24  iron  straps  with  bolts,  at 

6  stiv.  each 
24  horse  bits,  at  6  stiv.  each 
9  chains,  at  3  stiv.  each 
18  surcingles  (but  only  12 

found),  cost 
6  head  stalls 

24  traces  13  :10 — 9  lines  f 3  : 
14,  together 

9  linen  coupling  lines  f2  :6 

—  9  wagon  braces04  f4  14, 
together 

9  rear  wagon  braces05  f  5  114 

—  ]8  halters  f2:i5,  to- 
gether 

4  long  grain  scythes  £20  — 
4  Hainault  scythes  for 
grain  f6,  together 

12  axes,  at  25  stiv.  each 
2  strainers  of  the  above  3, 
which  could  not  go  into 
N°.  C 

16  bags  of  Oriental  malt,  at 
85  Rr)l(i  guilders  a  last 

one  hogshead  of  brandy  con- 
taining 16  steekan,  [7?] 
mengel,    costs    with  the 
cask- 
two  kegs™  of  salt  contain-  * 
ing  3  bags,  cost 

[Total  of  A  G] 


fi3 

4 

f22 

16 

f^7 

A 
*T 

f30 

f54 

I 

f  7 

IO 

f36 

f  4 

12  8 

f  7 

4 

f  7 

4 

f  1 

7 

f  I 

f  7 

4 

f  6 

10 

f  8 

9 

f26 


(70  8 

f78  4 

f  10  4 

£689  o  8 
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to  distribute 
among  the  men  and 
to  keep  account 
thereof110 

X°.  H  I 


The  goods  on  the  other  side 
[of  the  sheet]  without 
counting  the  expenses 
amount  to  £689    o  8 

Also  given  to  Jacob  planch 
to  take  with  him,  the  fol- 
lowing ; 

Y  together 
4  fathoms  white  j  IO  fath- 
6  fathoms  black  A  oms,,JT 

I  at  f6        f  60 
27  lb  of  gunpowder  in  a 

small  keg,9S  cost  f  12  17 

paid  for  books,  paper  and 

ink  f  10  14 

2  firelocks,  cost  f23 

2  muskets,  cost  f20 

4  shoulder  straps  f  2  4 

one  bullet  mold  fio 

total  f  45  14 

Being   two    small  barrels1 

with    salted   meat  from 

Cfaloo,  valued  at  £44 
22  sacks  to  be  distributed 

among      the  farmers, 

bought   of    Mr  Michiel 

Paauw,  cost  18  stiv.  each      f  19  16 
1     sack    included    in  the 

aforesaid  22,  in  which  one 

schepel  of  colza,  bought 

of  said  Mr  Paauw  f    2  10 

1  red  flag  with  the  arms  of 

the  colony,  to  be  hoisted 

on  certain  occasions,  costs2 
one  tool  chest  from  Jacques 

dc  Borernaker?  for  Cor- 
nel is      Theunissz  van 

Breuckelen.  Memoran- 
dum4 


97  Article  not  giz  cn. 
w  Tonnekcn. 

r>  Note  in  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
1  smaltonnen. 

*  Amount  not  given. 

*  Jacques  Suierinck,  the  auger  maker,  see  O'Callaghan,  History  of  New  Nethcrland, 
I -430—31,  ami  also  p.  433,  where  he  is  erroneously  given  as  one  of  the  settlers  of  1630. 

*  The  last  two  items  added  by   way  of  memorandum   in   handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van 

Rensselaer. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  van  T  wilier3 

April  23,  1634 

TRANSLATED  BY   MRS   ALAN   H.  STRONG 

Wouter  van  Tiviller,  director  in  New  Netherland 

This  day,  23  April  1634,  in  Amsterdam 
Mon  Cousin:  Passing  over  the  letter  which  your  honor  wrote  to 
me  from  the  island  St  Martin  (since  the  ships  Geldcrlant  and  Nieu 
Nedcrlant  have  both  been  taken  by  the  Dunkirkers),  I  find  myself 
in  receipt  of  several  letters  from  your  honor,  of  date  March  18, 
1633,  sent  to  me  by  the  ship  de  Goedc  Hoopc,  of  May  9,  by  de 
Walvis,  and  of  July  17,  20  and  22,  by  de  Souther  gh,  and  now 
finally  within  the  last  two  days,  that  of  September  14,  in  the  care 
of  Marrten  G  err  its  2  by  way  of  New  England,  which  although  in 
many  things  too  late,  yet  nevertheless  came  well  apropos  before 
the  departure  of  this  ship  d' Eendracht,  for  which  the  last  lighter 
with  goods  and  people  leaves  tomorrow  evening,  bound  for  the 
Texel,  just  as  the  news  of  the  killing  of  my  animals  came  at  the 
last  moment  before  the  departure  of  the  ship  den  Souther gh  from 
there. 

I  am  not  ungrateful  but  understand  and  appreciate  the  great 
friendship  which  your  honor  has  shown  me,  while  attending  to 
your  official  duties  and  according  to  the' 25th  article  of  the  granted 
Freedoms  of  New  Netherland,  which  Freedoms  after  much  difficulty 
have  been  approved  anew  by  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  and 
the  Assembly  of  the  NIX  and  are  declared  legal  and  rightly 
acquired,  the  remaining  differences  being  submitted  to  their  High 
Mightinesses,  all  conformably  to  three  distinct  resolutions  under 
Letters  A,  B,  C,  sent  by  my  officer  Jacoh  Planck,  in  whose  hands 
your  honor  can  see  the  same  and  from  whom  you  can  receive 
copies  thereof.  These  same  Freedoms  therefore,  as  they  are  there 
given,  are  indisputable,  and  according  to  the  15th  article  freely 
allow  the  patroons,  not  only  in  their  colonies,  but  also  wherever 
along  the  coast  of  New  Netherland  and  the  circumjacent  region 
the  Company  has  no  commiscn,  to  trade  their  products  of  the  soil 
in  exchange  for  all  sorts  of  merchandise,  even  beavers,  otters  and 
the  like;  the  point  of  sending  merchandise  thither  only  being 
disputed,   which   must   be   decided  subsequently   by   their  High 

s  V.  R.  D.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  £.55-70.  Printed  in  Dutch  in  Ovd  Holland,  1890, 
8:267-86,  as  Appendix  G  to  Mr  de  Roever's  articles  on  the  colony  of  Rensselaersvvyck. 
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Mightinesses.  I  therefore  send  with  the  Company's  knowledge  a 
brandy  kettle  for  distilling  brandy  from  my  surplus  grain,  which  is 
to  be  sold  there  in  the  country  according  to  the  aforesaid  article. 

The  indemnity  demanded  by  your  honor  for  the  loss  I  have  in- 
curred will  come  in  well  for  part  of  my  expenses.  I  shall  endeavor 
again  most  earnestly  to  deserve  it  from  you,  as  I  have  already 
done,  for  believe  me  freely,  had  your  honor,  not  had  me  here  they 
would  have  summoned  you  home  with  an  affront,  which  the  Lord 
God  this  time  has  graciously  forbidden.  Such  a  shameful  pot  has 
been  on  the  fire  for  you  that  I  in  all  my  life  never  would  have 
believed  that  one  could  find  men  base  enough  to  plan  it,  and,  what  is 
worse,  the  same  business  has  not  only  taken  hold  among  the  direct- 
ors, but  been  scattered  far  and  wide,  even  in  the  full  board,  so 
that  it  was  publicly  proposed  to  look  around  for  another  director 
without  first  duly  examining  your  case,  for  which  reason  I  went  at 
Vogelaer  in  such  a  way  on  the  crowded  Dam  that  he  will  not  soon 
forget  it.  Upon  the  counsel  and  advice  of  Air  Coenraets,  I  have  had 
a  sworn  statement  made  which  I  send  your  honor  herewith  en- 
closed under  No.  1,  from  which  you  may  see  what  has  happened 
here.  Yes;  even  more  shameful  than  i^  stated  therein,  among 
other  things,  that  your  honor,  being  drunk,  had  run  out  on  the 
street  after  the  minister  with  a  naked  sword;  that  your  honor  had 
given  another  person  a  suit  of  clothes®  for  the  reason  that,  ete. 
This  last  Gras'  told  me  was  true* 

I  have  to  several  directors  individually,  to  the  commissioners 
separately,  and  likewise  in  the  full  Assembly,  several  times  affirmed 
your  innocence  and  said  that,  if  they  would  carefully  examine,  they 
would  find  that  they  Plight  to  praise  you  for  the  very  thing  for 
which  they  blame  you,  that  you  had  long  served  the  Company, 
that  they  ought  to  know  you  better,  that  you  have  outserved  all 
your  masters,  who  were  in  power  before  you  began,  and  that  at 
present  none  of  the  former  were  in  office  except  Messrs  Coenraets. 
Read  and  La  Myne  (who  are  all  three  on  your  side,  especially 
Iai  Myne  who  defends  you  bravely;  to  which  three,  and  also  others 
whom  you  most  trust,  you  must  not  neglect  to  write  discreetly,  a- 
being  your  old  masters,  requesting  them  to  take  your  honor  under 
their  protection  against  all  injuries  and  slanders  which  are  injuri- 
ously spread  and  accepted  to  your  great  prejudice).    But  what  is 

•  fen  pack  kleeren  geven;  literally,  to  give  a  suit  of  clotfies,  but  here  apparently  used 
1!    a  figurative  sense  like  ecn  pack  slaag  geven,  to  give  a  beating". 

J'  an   Oras,   director  of  the   West   Jtnlia   Company.    N.  oe  R. 

•  Underlined  in  original. 
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the  case:  the  crown  which  the  secretary8"  had  placed  on  the  head  of 
Minitict,  rests  now  on  yours;  the  enemies  of  Minuict  are  now 
yours.  This  crafty  knave  has  stirred  up  the  present  minister 
against  you,  as  he  did  the  former  against  Minuict  (who  I  think 
will  receive  from  Domine  Badius,  to  whom  he  has  written,  another 
letter  than  he  expects.  But  the  man  has  been  misled ;  it  is  not 
his  fault.)  Therefore  forget  all  the  foregoing  and  keep  up  kindly 
relations.  Domine  Roe! of  Pictcrsscn  has  shown  your  honor  in  this 
matter  much  friendship,  also  through  his  nephew,  the  secretary 
dc  Vrics?  who  is  one  of  the  commissioners  though  he  seldom  at- 
tends. Do  not  neglect  either  to  write  to  both  of  them.  Likewise 
to  Liebergen,  with  whom  I  some  time  ago  had  a  confidential  word. 
I  have  told  the  officer  Dincklagen,  who  comes  in  the  place  of  Notel- 
})ian,  all  about  this.  I  think  that  your  honor  may  trust  him,  be- 
cause he  was  first  recommended  by  Mr  Focyt,  who  is  a  friend  of 
the  colonies.  Then  first  try  him  well,  and  since  he  has  studied, 
he  can  serve  you  with  advice,  since  such  people  can  see  deeper 
into  a  matter  than  those  who  have  not  studied.  The  secretary  has 
furthermore  also  incited  against  you  all  the  directors  and  chief 
participants  who  are  opposed  to  the  colonies.  (I  do  not  hear  Van 
dc  Lingc  slander  so  much  as  he  did)  ;  but10  spouts  fire  and  flame, 
the  more  so  because  your  brother  Hendrick  in  the  Nieuzve  key  eke, 
when  he  would  not  move  up  a  little,  pushed  him  with  force  (which 
he  should  not  have  done)  ;  however,  I  had  him  up  and  showed  him 
his  fault,  whereupon  lie  toned  down  a  good  deal.  All  these  quar- 
rels, added  to  the  dissatisfied  people  who  returned,  so  overwhelmed 
you  that  no  contradiction  sufficed.  Mr  Paauw,  who  has  much  in- 
fluence with  Cocnracts,  was  also  very  sorely  out  of  patience  with 
you  because  of  the  severe  proceedings  against  Cornells  ran 
J'orst,  which  he  in  the  beginning  also  showed.  But  I  won  him 
over  and  made  satisfaction  (even  to  my  own  loss  as  will  hereafter 
appear)  so  that  we  are  now  entirely  reconciled  to  each  other  and 
you  will  find,  henceforth  a  friend  instead  of  an  enemy.  If  you 
find  it  advisable,  write  him  a  short  letter,  for  I  see  that  one  can 
not  accomplish  as  much  by  well  doing  as  by  having  friends  in  the 
game. 

Vogclacr  declares  to  me  that  he  is  your  friend,  as  are  also  his 
followers.  But  I  know  better  than  that.  They  are  too  much 
smitten  with  the  secretary.    I  told  him  in  the  presence  of  all  the 


ba  Jan  van  Renmnd. 

Frederick  do  Vrtes,  secretary  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam;  see  p.  64. 
10  The  writer  has  here  scratched  out  the  words  "  the  marked  humpback."    N.  de  R. 
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commissioners  that  for  many  years  I  was  prejudiced  against 
Minnict  by  the  same  poison,  and  that  after  awhile  he  would  find 
it  out  also.  If  your  honor  could  win  over  the  minister11  —  I  think 
that  he  has  credit  with  Vogelaer  and  his  people  —  and  make  him 
understand  that  the  secretary  had  acted  with  falseness,  the  ship 
might  be  brought  on  another  tack.  It  should  be  noted  in  this 
connection  that  the  wife  of  Remunden  told,  the  wife  of  Jcronunus 
that  her  son  being  on  the  island  St  Martyn  with  W ill em  van  IVouw 
and  asking  to  come  on  board,  your  honor  being  drunk  said  'k  let 
the  dogs  swim  aboard."  Vogelaer  has  told  me  (and  apparently  it 
comes  from  the  secretary)  that  when  your  honor  went  with  the 
minister  to  the  preaching  at  St  Marttyn,  it  would  have  been  better 
if  you  had  stayed  away;  wishing  to  have  it  understood  that  you 
had  drunk  too  much.  Of  these  two  things  he  has  knowledge,  the 
third  may  enlighten  him  still  more,  namely,  that  he  said  in  con- 
versation with  Dirck  Corneliss  Duyster  that  he  had  made  an  agree- 
ment with  you  and  that  each  side  promised  the  other  not  to  write 
anything  about  it,  but  that  there  were  some,  notice  this,  who  had 
advised  him  not  to  trust  you  (who  I  suppose  must  have  been 
Remunde).  This  is  now  clearly  found  to  be  a  false  calumny,  as 
your  honor  has  never  mentioned  a  single  word  of  it  to  either  the 
directors  or  to  any  of  your  friends,  but  he12  has  done  so  to  Dr 
Badius  (although  indirectly,  without  mentioning  your  name  but 
with  sufficient  application)  and  to  this  Remunde  would  appear  to 
have  brought  him  according  to  a  letter  from  Remunde  to  his  wife. 
By  this  he  thought  he  would  set  the  crown  of  thorns  on  your 
honor's  head.  It  was  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  directors  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  written  from  New  Netherland  or  from 
England,  apparently  from  the  former,  and  he  took  it  with  him  and 
sent  it  from  England  or  perhaps  by  the  Soulberch.  Of  that  I  am 
not  sure. 

This  false  secretary,  who  has  slandered  many  men  behind  their 
backs,  was  by  a  righteous  punishment  arrested  at  Rotterdam  for  a 
theft  of  which  he.  was  not  guilty,  and  was  then  charged  with  the 
manslaughter;  whereby  he  would  have  lost  his  head  had  the  ac- 
cusers of  the  theft  not  bravely  interfered  for  him  and  his  corre- 
spondents here,  burdening  their  own  consciences,  held  back  the 
.'•ttestations  come  from  there  (saying  that  they  were  given  out  of 
parrtizanship)  ;  and  besides  that,  he  greatly  abused  the  Prince  of 

11  Rvcrardus  ft^gardu?. 

12  l»ogar($fis. 
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Orange.  He  has  now  been  sufficiently,  warned.  From  what  1 
hear  he  must  pay  f300  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  that  will 
free  him.  Among-  other  defenses  for  this  manslaughter,  he  took 
occasion  to  accuse  your  honor  of  being  the  cause  of  it  by  not 
having:  been  willing  to  settle  the  differences.  He  crave  this  out  in 
public  statement  to  your  prejudice  in  the  full  assembly  of  the 
directors  before  his  arrest.  Whether  'he  will  now  behave  himself 
better,  remains  to  be  seen  and  hoped., 

As  to  Hunthum,  I  ran  not  yet  find  out  how  he  behaves.  I 
would  have  liked  that  your  honor  had  written  me  the  reason  why 
the  M aquaas  killed  my  cattle  and,  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  case 
against  him  if  he  misbehaves,  I  have  ordered  mv  officer  Jacob 
Planck  to  get  from  you  the  attestation  of  the  abusive  words  which 
he  has  spoken  against  m<-  and  mine  and,  when  he  comes  out  of  the 
fort,  to  bring  him  before  the  court  of  Rensselaerswyck  for  such 
punishment  as  the  laws  of  the  land  provide.  The  abuse  can  only 
make  him  infamous,  and  lie  is  enough  so  already,  but  the  court  can 
make  him  retract  his  statements  and  can  force  the  words  down  his 
throat. 

I  had  earnestly  wished  that  Dirck  Cornelissen  might  have  gone 
over  again;  they  were  not  willing  to  allow  this.  Vogelacr  is  too 
much  against  him;  Contracts  is  most  of  the  time  at  the  Hague; 
Dc  Vrics  seldom  attends  the  meetings  and  Lybergcn  is  so-and-so. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  directors  was  much  in  your  honor's  favor. 
Those  whose  terms  have  expired  are:  Bicker,  Bart  clotty,  deceased. 
Brocn,  Haincl,  Valckenburgh,  Vcrdocs,  Oycns.  Their  successors: 
Coniradus,  Read,  Secretary'  dc  Vries,  Euart  Man,  Schuylcnburgh, 
Bartrinck.  The  disparity  is  too  great,  and  as  some  can  now  do  no 
more  harm  among  the  directors,  they  are  trying  to  bring  it  to 
pass  by  means  of  the  chief  participants.  They  have,  secretly  tried 
to  make  Isaac  dc  RasicrcP  who  married  the  niece  of  Ray,  director 
in  your  nlace,  as  I  have  only  lately  found  out.  Mr  Contracts  was 
invited  to  the  wedding  and  diligently  courted  but,  with  his  wonted 
discretion,  he  did  not  allow  himself  to  be  used  for  such  a  shameful 
proceeding,  giving  me  sufficiently  to  understand  that  I  must  watch 
and  secure  proof  thereof,  which  has  also  been  done. 

It  is  a  wonder  surely,  that  all  the  patroons  and  their  associates, 
who  have  enjoyed  no  particular  friendship  from  your  honor  in  the 

13  Under  date  of  April  10,  1637,  the  baptism  in  P>razil  of  Ysaac  dc  Rasierc,  son  of 
Ysaac  dc  Rasiere  and  Eva  kartells,  occur-  in  "  Doopregister  dcr  Hollanders  in  BraziliC-." 
Algcmccn  N cdcrlandsch.  Fccmilieblad,  iS.'?8,  5:ij.2.  In  the  same  register  the  father's 
name  appears  as  witness  as  late  as  165 1. 
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country  over  there,  defend  your  cause  more  strongly  than  do  those 
persons  whom  you  have  so  faithfully  served  (even  against  justice 
and  reason  in  the  execution  in  the  colonies  of  their  unlawful  ordi- 
nances and  the  administration  of  the  severe  oaths  to  all  the  people). 
From  those  people  there  are  no  thanks  to  be  gained;  they  can  spit 
no  honey,  since  they  have  nothing  but  gall  in  their  mouths.  Our 
Jeronitnus14  is  very  much  alarmed  and  would  like  to  have  his  son 
at  home  again.  He  has  sent  me-  the  enclosed  memorandum  marked 
Xo.  2.    Tie  takes  your  side,  as  does  also  Grictgc,  who  is  very  sick. 

It  was  not  until  lately  that  AldricJis1*  could  get  permission  to 
order  a  suit  of  clothes  for  you  (since  they  were  busy  with  Rosier e 
up  to  the  fast)  and  only  a  few  days  ago  they  decided  to  allow  the 
remaining  thing  of  your  memorandum.  I  have  paid  him  1150. 
I  will  give  him  the  rest  when  he  brings  me  the  bill. 

After  a  long  chase  I  have  just  been  able  to  secure  the  conditions 
of  your  appointment,  as  given  in  the  copy  No.  3 ;  herewith  are 
also  added  some  others  marked  No.  4  &  5.  I  shall  keep  the  orig- 
inals here. 

The  heads  of  the  accusations  against  you,  coming  from  outside, 
are  that  you  are  proud  and  puffed  up;  always  drunk  as  long  as 
there  is  any  wine,  and  thereby  the  cause  that  the  ship  was  sent 
off  so  long  after  the  last  of  June,  lazy  and  careless,  hostile  to  the 
minister  and  no  defender  of  religion.  The  following  comes  from 
inside :  that  you  write  so  few  reports  to  the  Company,  that  you 
have  not  enough  prudence  and  judgment  to  rightly  discharge  your 

34  Perhaps  Jeronimus  Lacroix.  A  person  of  that  name  —  his  son?  —  made  a  tour  of 
exploration  into  the  wilderness  from  Fort  Orange  for  the  Company.  His  journal  exists 
among  the  patroon's  papers.    N.  dk  R. 

This  journal  which  is  referred  to  in  the  patroon's  letter  to  Wouter  van  Twiller,  May 
<k  1638,  on  p.  401  of  this  volume,  was  not  in  the  Van  Rensselaer  Bo-wicr  collection 
when  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  present  editor.  It  seems  likely  that  it  is  the  same  as 
the  account  of  the  journey  to  the  Senccas  secured  by  Gen.  James  Grant  Wilson  at 
Amsterdam  in  the  summer  of  1805,  and  published  by  him  in  the  Independent ,  1895, 
^7:iAi7— 30,  and  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  1895, 
7:79-101,  under  the  title.  "Are.it  van  Curler  and  his  Journal  of  1634-35."  if  the  same, 
1!  ere  i<  no  good  reason  for  calling  it,  as  Mr  de  Roever  does,  Lacroix'  journal,  for 
de  la  Croix  appears  throughout  in  the  third  person.  That  Gen.  Wilson  on  the  other 
hand  is  wrong  in  ascribing  his  document  to  Arent  van  Curler  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  the  man  who  speaks  in  the  first  person,  and  who  of  the  three  men  in  the  party  is 
the  only  person  not  named,  describes  himself  as  one  of  the  commiscn  of  the  West  India 
Company,  and  from  the  further  fact,  based  upon  statements  in  the  patroon's  letters 
in  this  volume,  that  in  December  1637  Arent  van  Curler  was  but  an  inexperienced 
i;outh  of  18  years. 

,s  Jacob   Aldrichs;   see   p.   273.     Possibly   this   is   the   same   person  as  Jacob  Alrichs 
»1  >  in    t$$4  was  appointed  director  at  the  colony  of  New   Amstel,  on  the  Delaware. 
A  Mr  Jacob  Alrichs  appears  as  witness  to  various  haptisms  in  Brazil  from  1637  to  165 1 
"  DoopreglsCer    der    Hollanders    in    Brazilie,"    printed    in    Algcmeen  Ncdcrlandsch 
Ftimiiu'btdd,  1888-89,  v.5-6. 
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functions,  that  the  accounts  which  you  send  are  not  carefully 
examined,  that  the  books  have  not  been  kept  in  good  order  (to 
which  I  replied  that  they  must  send  a  bookkeeper,  whom  they 
should  pay  for  the  work  that  they  required  of  him,  because  that 
was  not  properly  your  business).  Crol  complains  that  you  have 
held  his  books  there.  But  Conracts  says,  and  justly,  that  your 
honor  ought  to  have  written  to  the  Company  what  ships  or  sloops 
of  the  English  or  Brownists  had  been  there,  for  instance  Captain 
St von  ™  with  whom  your  honor  was  on  somewhat  too  familiar 
terms,  also  Jan  Brouwef11  and  others,  in  order  that  the  Company 
might  have  given  the  necessary  orders  for  such  cases.  Therefore 
be  on  your  guard.  Secure  affidavits  even  from  Hiinthnm  and 
those  who  may  be  opposed  to  you,  by  which  you  will  know  them, 
for  you  have  now  evidence  enough  to  do  so.18  Inform  those  who 
arrive  and  keep  on  good  terms  with  those  who  remain,  so  that  in 
their  letters  to  the  Company  they  may  justify  you  against  such 
shameful  calumnies  and  slanders,  for  if  you  can  once  clear  yourself 
of  this  the  venom  will  not  be  able  to  affect  you  again.  Consider 
these  warnings,  and  take  it  well  from  me  that  I  thus  prescribe  for 
you,  although  you  know  it  well  enough  yet  nevertheless  it  is  need- 
ful to  refresh  the  memory: 

1  Be  God  fearing  and  an  example  to  the  people 

2  Be  temperate  in  eating  and  drinking 

3  Be  faithful  in  your  service,  injuring  no  one 

4  Be  diligent  and  vigilant  in  the  execution  of  your  official  duty 

5  Be  cautious  in  everything  and  with  what  persons  you  associate 

6  Be  humble  when  you  are  exalted 

7  Be  patient  when  you  are  injured 

8  Trust  in  God  when  you  are  chastised 

If  you  do  this  the  curse  will  change  to  a  blessing  and  slanders  re- 
dound to  your  honor,  Amen. 

M  Referred  to  by  David  Pictersz  de  Vries  (Kortc  Mstoriacl,  p.  no)  as  Captain 
Stootts,  from  London,  of  a  prominent  family.  l)c  Vries  met  this  captain  in  the  West 
Indies  and  in  Virginia  and,  Tune  15,  1633,  on  his  return  voyage  to  Holland,  found  him 
outside  of  Sandy  Hook  in  command  of  a  vessel  laden  with  cattle  bound  for  New  Eng- 
land, endeavoring  to  reach  New  Amsterdam  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply  of  water- 
Under  date  of  April  18,  1633,  de  Vries  mentions  the  arrival  at  New  Amsterdam  of  an 
English  captain  from  New  England  who  was  invited  by  van  Twiller  to  a  dinner  party 
at  which  the  guests  became  intoxicated  and  fell  to  quarreling,  according  to  de  Vries, 
much  to  the  surprise  of  the  Englishman,  who  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  such  irregu- 
larities among  the  officers  of  the  Company  and  lack  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the 
director.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  patroon  received  his  information  from  de  Vries 
but  confused  the  two  captains  referred  to. 

a  Mentioned  in  letter  from  Sij.mon  Djpcksz  Fos,  Sept.   16,  1630,  p.  170. 

a  Hclcggct  atiestalicn,  sclff's  van  Iiunthuia  aide  die  U  parthije  moghten  wesen, 
wdrrcicn  gliij  sc  keintcn  suit ;  want  ghij  hebt  hu  stotfe  genocgh  om  sulex  te  docn. 
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Now  I  will  turn  to  the  answering  of  your  letters.  As  to  that 
from  dc  H cider.  I  thank  your  honor  in  the  name  of  Johannes  and 
Baptist  for  the  f  11.13  out  of  which  my  wife  bought  them  fur  caps 
as  your  honor  desired.  As  to  that  from  Wight  of  the  17th  of 
August,  I  have  paid  the  1*150  to  M inuyci  and  added  it  to  the  f25o. 
I  will  add  to  this  what  I  must  now  advance  to  Jacob  Aldrichsz, 
and  subtract  the  162.10  which  I  am  to  receive  from  the  cashier 
licacl.  Your  mother  told  me  that  you  had  divided  this  amount, 
which  I  well  believe,  bat  without  your  express  order  to  me  I  can 
not  do  it ;  therefore  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  knowT  your  honor's  in- 
tention, and  when  this  ship  comes  home  draw  as  much  of  your 
salary  as  you  can,  for  the  sum  increases  if  they  keep  the  people 
waiting  longer. VJ  Dirck  Cornclisz  has  not  yet  got  his  money. 
They  have  allowed  him  f24  per  month  as  commis,  a  shame,  since 
they  give  Hunthum.  a  rogue,  f/5.  But  he  expects  to  earn  it  by 
sending  J 3.000  skins  yearly,  which  I  think  he  will  fall  far  short 
of,  and  this  will  not  advance  his  cause.  The  money  of  IVolfcrt 
Gcrritscn  I  received  bu<-  lately  also.  I  have  kept  back  f30O,  of 
which  I  will  write  him  further.  They  would  not  let  Dirck  have 
his  eleven  skins,  a  thing  they  have  done  at  other  times.  lie  say- 
that  he  informed  your  honor  and  others  of  them;  he  requests  ex- 
planation, according  to  the  letter  here  enclosed  as  No.  6.  Cocn- 
radus  has  promised  him  that  they  will  make  it  good  to  him. 
Vogclacr  is  especially  hostile  to  him. 

In  regard  to  the  letter  of  the  3d  of  September  from  Wight,  1 
met  Vogclacr  after  its  receipt  and  asked  him  whether  the  Company 
had  received  letters,  saying  that  I  had  a  short  letter ;  he  said  at 
once,  "  There  you  see,  he  is  already  too  great  to  know  even  his 
masters. "  To  which  I  answered  that  he  must  first  be  sure  whether 
your  honor  had  not  written  and  that  he  should  not  flare  up  so 
hastily.  He  denied  it  at  once,  saying  in  the  presence  of  Mr  Bloni- 
niacrt,  who  had  heard  it  as  well  as  I,  that  I  lied.  This  was  the 
beginning.  When  he  afterwards  heard  from  St  Marttijn  that  you 
had  taken  a  prize,  he  began  at  once  to  scold  that  your  honor  had 
not  despatched  the  sugar  by  the  two  large  ships  Gcldcrlant  and 
X icuze-X cdcrlandt  in  order  to  balance  therewith  the  shortage  of 
Hunthum  and  Rcmunde,  but  hearing  afterward  that  they  were  at 
Dunkirk  he  kept  still.  Think  how  he  must  seek  occasion  against 
you,  of  which  his  aforesaid  comrades  give  him  enough,  being  not 

10  endc,  ols  dit  senip  t'huys  co)npt,  trcckt  soo  reel  van  U  gagie  in  als  ghij  condt,  want 
dc  sommc  greater  u-ordl,  soo  sij  het  volck  Uvigcr  dphouden. 
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only  venomous  but  writing  to  him  in  the  most  corrosive  extract, 
so  that  you  must  be  bravely  on  your  guard.  And  Jeronimus  does 
not  doubt  but  there  are  spies  going  over,  to  dog  your  steps.20 

Regarding  the  letter  of  November  25,  by  the  Cat  from  St. 
Marttyn,  1  will  say  that  your  honor  should  be  most  grateful  to 
God  that  he  has  delivered  you  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Turks  (even 
if  my  calves  were  cast  overboard;  your  honor  made  this  good  again 
to  me  in  your  last  deal  with  the  Maqiiaas).  Vogelaer  and  his 
friends  have  here  cause  enough  to  praise  you  most  highly,  but  it 
will  not  come  to  pass.  The  newspaper21  enclosed  as  No.  7  by 
arrangement  of  Mr  Paauw  and  myself  refers  to  you.  I  keep  your 
letter  secret  but  you  can  well  scent  what  it  means  to  say.  David 
Pietersz.,  against  whom  you  warn  me  (and  who  also  severely 
criticizes  your  honor;,  has  turned  out  even  worse  than  you  stated. 

I  have  not  received  the  letter  of  December  24.  It  went  to  Dun- 
kirk;  the  letters  from  G  err  it  de  Rcnx  with  one  enclosed  to  Provoost 
were  sent  to  me  from  Dunkirk,  but  no  others. 

Regarding  the  letter  of  March  18,  1633,  I  will  say  that  I  thank 
the  Lord  with  you  for  your  safe,  though  difficult  and  perilous 
journey,  being  pleased  to  hear  that  you  like  the  country  so  well 
and  that  you  feel  so  well.  But  I  am  sorry  that  the  savages  to  the 
south  are  so  rebellious.  They  ought  to  be  attended  to  or  they 
will  give  others  a  bad  example,  but  yet  this  should  be  done  with 
great  and  Christian  discretion. 

Concerning  the  animals  bought  by  me  from  Minuit  and  Bijlc- 
vcldt  I  have  this  to  say,  that  I  have  perfectly  agreed  with  Mr 
Paauw  although  I.  had  the  most  right,  as  it  was  done  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Company.  Minuit  and  BUevelt  did  not  deceive  me  al- 
though matters  did  not  go  just  right.  Minuit  says  that  he  offered 
them  to  Mr  Paauw  and  on  Ins  refusal  sold  his  animals  to  me,  but 
Mr  Paauw  appears  to  be  ignorant  of  this. 

Bijlevclt  had  given  no  orders  to  An  dries  Hudcle,  who  neverthe- 
less sold  the  one  cow  to  Cornells  van  Vorst,  so  I  did  not  find  it  ad- 
visable to  dispute  with  Mr  Paauw  but  sought  to  have  him  for  a 
friend,  'especially  since  lie  had  greatly  injured  your  cause  with22  Mr 
Coenracts  and  the  others.  Therefore  we  have  made  such  an  agree- 
ment in  regard  to  these  three  cows  as  appears  by  the  enclosed  copy 
No.  8.    And  we  made  also  the  following  agreement,  No.  9,  that 

;n  oin  U  met  J  wdcn  schdeneu  nacr  te  ^acn;  literally,  to  follow  you  with  leaden  shoes, 
to  follow  you  cautiously. 

II  courant. 

"  Under) ine<l  in  original. 
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all  the  animals  that  shall  be  for  sale  in  that  country  shall  be  bought 
in  by  your  honor  on  our  mutual  account,  except  those  which  before 
the  receipt  or  delivery  of  this  contract  Xo.  9  shall  have  been  bought 
in  or  engaged  by  your  honor,  everything  as  stated  in  the  said  con- 
tract which  is  to  remain  in  force  for  six  years,  and  I  in  all  sin- 
cerity request  that  it  may  be  observed,  as  I  have  voluntarily  (al- 
though for  the  reasons  before  mentioned)  agreed  thereto.  We  can 
not  limit  your  honor  in  prices,  but  it  seems  to  me  the  Company 
formerly  wrote  to  Director  Minuict  and  the  council  about  them,  so 
that  he,  and  afterwards  Croll,  by  the  Company's  orders  bought  up 
all  the  animals  that  were  for  sale,  half  for  Mr  Paamv  and  half 
for  me,  at  the  same  price,  so  that  it  is  sufficiently  known  and  cus- 
tomary. I  hear  that  private  parties  are  buying  animals.  The 
sellers  have  no  consent  for  this  from  the  Company,  as  Mr  Paauw 
and  I  have,  for  their  stock  is  the  offspring  of  the  Company's 
animals,  unless  the  Company  has  since  given  other  orders  unknown 
to  me.  With  regard  to  the  animals  that  you  may  henceforth  deliver 
to  us  from  your  farm,  we  can  not  well  fix  the  price  here,  because 
there  is  so  great  a  difference  in  quality  and  age  ;  for  horses  rated 
at  fi2o  if  good,  your  honor  may  charge  us  f  150 ;  for  cows  rated 
at  f8o,  f.95  or  fioo;  and  so  in  proportion;  and  those  your  honor 
buys  from  others,  at  cost  price  according  to  your  honor's  letter. 

Referring  again  to  the  three  cows,  namely  the  two  of  Miniiyt 
and  one  of  Bijlevelt,  since  I  now  have  the  claim  against  them  of  Mr 
l%auw  in  regard  to  nondelivery  (and  as  our  agreement  does  not 
concern  them),  be  pleased  to  send  over  to  me  the  resolutions  which 
the  council  marie  respecting  it,  with  the  proofs  of  Cornells  van 
I  orst,  who  says  that  he  bought  the  cov  belonging  to  Bijlevelt  from 
Andrics  Hudden  for  f6p: — for  I  have  not  yet  paid  Bijlevelt  for 
it  hut  Minuit  Jias  deducted  his  amount  from  what  he  owed  meP 

Further  Bijlevelt  appeals  to  the  contract  made  with  me,  that 
he  is  treated  unfairly  by  having  £50  deducted  just  for  the  chickens 
au<]  the  garden,  as  the  agreement  will  show,  which  I  send  your 
honor  enclosed  as  Xo.  10.  In  his  presence  I  sent  for  the -skipper 
Jacob  Janssen  lies,  who  said  that  there  were  other  things,  and  that 
the  contract,  signed  by  us  both,  was  exhibited  in  the  council.  Be 
pleased  therefore  to  have  an  abstract  of  this  resolution  made  and 
certified.  Bijlevelt  says  that  the  chickens  were  given  as  boot.  The 
contract  does  not  say  so.  Moreover  the  boot  must  be  paid  over  as 
well  as  the  goods  purchased.    As  to  Mr  Paauzv,  since  he  has  three 

7i  ("lidcrlincd  in  original. 
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other  animals  in  place  of  these,  the  difference  can  not  amount  to 
much  and  the  appraisal  should  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  value  at 
the  last  delivery,  that  is,  the  time  when  your  honor  delivered  the 
three  substitutes  to  him. 

As  to  the  farm  of  Bijlcvcldi,  I  see  that  your  honor  has  it  worked 
by  one  farm  hand  and  one  negro,  which  may  well  be  done  and  it  still 
yield  profit.  In  case  the  old  mare  has  .not  died  and  is  unfit  for 
work,  she  may  be  kept  for  breeding.  This  farm  is  very  destitute 
of  horses  and  has  had  too  much  ill  luck  but  is  still  well  provided  with 
cattle.  Calves  might  be  raised  on  this  farm  and  then  sent  up  the 
river.  If  two  horses  and  two  cows  were  left,  the  land  could  be  well 
enough  worked  with  them  (that  is,  what  has  been  cultivated  before) 
or  outside  help  could  be  obtained. 

As  to  the  farm  of  Noiclman,  I  have  practically  possession  of 
that  also  for  the  following  reasons;  in  the  first  place,  by  virtue  of 
the  right  of  G  err  it  dc  Reux  who  rented  it  as  the  other  farmers ;  he 
has  had  the  use  of  it  and  paid  the  first  instalment  of  100  guilders 
and  ceded  all  his  rights  to  me  according  to  the  enclosed  deed  No. 11. 

Further  I  bought  of  him  all  his  surplus  cattle,  [later  giving]  an 
additional  consideration  of  1*50  for  a  cow  in  place  of  a  heifer,  and 
have  paid  him  for  the  same,  according  to  the  enclosed  bill  of  sale 
and  receipt  No.  12,  so  that  now  all  the  animals  that  remain,  and 
about  which  there  can  be  any  question,  are  those  that  properly  be- 
long to  the  farm,  to  wit:  4  mares  with  colt,  4  cows,  2  heifers  (in- 
stead thereof  he  delivered  5  cows  and  1  heifer,  for  which  I  gave  him 
an  additional  £50),  4  hogs,  there  still  remaining  for  the  Company  to 
deliver  2  hogs.  In  place  of  6  sheep  which  he  was  to  leave  for  me 
on  the  farm,  he  paid  Natelnian  f6o  cash,  all  shown  by  the  receipt 
and  account  herewith  enclosed  as  No.  13. 

The  agreement  made  with  Notelman  is  that  I  shall  keep  for  my- 
self all  the  animals  belonging  to  the  farm  as  well  as  the  surplus  of 
the  same,  but  he  is  permitted  to  retain  the  farm  for  himself  and 
work  it  with  other  animals,  such  as  he  may  buy  elsewhere  —  see 
his  letter  of  January  15,  1632,  enclosed  here  Xo.  14,  which  your 
honor  will  please  send  back  to  me  —  so  that  the  animals  belong  to 
me  and  the  farm  to  him.  With  regard  to  the  animals  which  he  re- 
ceived thereon,  he  must  account  for  them  and  for  -those  bred  from 
them  ;  and  since  he  has  made  use  of  the  same  in  his  own  service 
(although  he  suffered  much  loss  which  I  can  not  help), he  must  give 
me  satisfaction  therefor.  The  number  that  he  received  can  be 
found  in  No,  12  and  No.  13. 
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liclonging 
to  the 
farm 


f    4  mares,  3  of  those  first  sent,  one  of  those  last 
sent,  all  with  foal 

5  cows,  3  of  those  sent,  2  four  year  olds  raised, 
with  calf 

1  heifer,  May  1632,  two  years  old 

6  hogs, -2  of  1  year,  2  of  y2  year,  2  that  the  Com- 
pany has  yet  to  deliver 

6  sheep,  for  which  NotelmariM  paid  him  f6o  cash 
f    2  heifers 

not  J 

belonging         1     i  young  steer 
to  the  farm    I    i  stallion  colt 

This,  with  those  bred  since  October  1631,  is  all  that  I  can  claim 
from  him;  and  according  to  what  I  hear,  the  farm  is  nut  well  pro- 
vided, so  that  they  can  not  deliver  the  old  number.  This  will  turn 
out  badly.  He  has  used  both  the  farm  and  the  animals  and  treated 
the  horses  very  badly,  so  that  they  have  died.  On  the  other  hand 
1  must  pay  100  guilders  yearly,  Reitx  having  paid  for  one  year. 
And  then  there  are  coming  to  me  the  wagons,  plows  and  whatever 
was  sold  with  the  animals  by  the  Company.  Now  to  make  out  the 
account,  there  must  first  be  deducted  such  of  the  aforesaid  animals 
as  he  has  delivered  to  me.  Then  he  must  be  paid  fioo  a  year, 
there  being  due  to  me  in  return  the  fob  received  for  the  sheep. 

Further  [must  be  counted]  what  the  wagons,  plows,  etc.,  that  arc 
now  there,  may  be  worth  more  or  less  than  they  were  at  the  time 
fhe  received  them]. 

As  to  the  delivery  of  butter  and  grain  to  the  Company,  that  comes 
from  the  land  and  off  the  farm  and  not  from  the  animals. 

Again,  the  animals  of  the  foregoing  number  which  are  still  left 
[on  the  farm]  must  also  be  turned  over  and  delivered  to  me,  giving 
me  a  reasonable  remuneration  for  their  work  and  increase  in  age. 

As  to  the  rest,  those  which  have  died,  there  comes  the  dispute 
that,  deducting  those  Which  he  has  delivered,  he  ought  first  of  all 
to  make  the  [number  of  animals  on  the]  farm  complete  just  as  he 
received  it ;  all  that  then  remains  is  that  1  maintain  that  the  in- 
crease should  be  greater  than  the  loss  by  death,  that  is,  from  ordi- 
nary causes  and  not  from  misuse.  And  in  this  way  we  shall  be 
able  to  settle  with  each  other,  but  otherwise  not. 

fhe  Company  will  also  claim  the  two  horses  and  two  cows,  which 
must  be  delivered  to  them,  or  at  least  their  cash  equivalent,  and  it 
must  therefore  be  considered  whether  Notelman  has  fared  well  or 

* 'U.is  should  i>r..huMy  be  dc  Reux. 
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ill  011  the  farm.  If  he  has  prospered,  he  can  not  refuse  to  make 
good  my  loss  and  to  deliver  the  full  number  of  all  the  animals  with  a 
reasonable  amount  of  offspring-.  If  your  honor  can  not  make 
terms  with  him,  let  him  in  my  behalf  put.  the  farm  in  your  hands 
and  above  all  take  care  that  he  shall  devise  some  means  to  complete 
the  number  [of  animals]  required  and  make  an  estimate  of  the 
grain  and  implements  that  are  on  the  farm.  We  may  then  try  to  do 
business  here;  but  I  prefer  to  have  it  done  there,  for  here  I  would 
not  get  much  from  him.  This  being  done,  your  honor  can  issue 
an  order  in  my  name,  that  his  farm  and  that  of  Bijlevelt  shall  be 
worked  in  my  interest  by  a  foreman  and  a  boy  or  a  negro  and  the 
animals  which  can  be  dispensed  with  may  be  sent  up  the  river. 
Since  the  land  is  overworked  and  poor,  I  have  proposed  to  the  lords 
commissioners  to  let  it  lie  fallow  for  some  years,  leaving  there  some 
foals  and  calves,  which  by  that  time  will  attain  their  growth,  and  in 
the  meantime  to  pay  the  rent  as  before  and  to  deliver  as  much  of 
my  grain  at  the  market  price  as  my  neighbors  do.  They  found  this 
not  unreasonable,  but  said  that  the  manure  must  stay  on  the  farm, 
to  which  I  replied  that  it  was  better  for  the  land  to  lie  fallow  than 
to  put  the  manure  on  and  take  it  out  twice  over  by  farming,  but 
that  the  young  beasts  should  stay  on  it.  So  if  they  do  not  write  to 
your  honor  about  it,  you  can  arrange  with  the  council  that  the  Com- 
pany's interests  shall  not  be  prejudiced  and  that  I  may  do  with  my 
own  as  seems  to  me  most  expedient.  It  may  be  that  the  farm  of 
Notclman  is  in  such  a  bad  condition. that  I  must  reject  it,  then  I 
must  have  back  again  the  fioo  I  paid  on  account  of  the  first  instal- 
ment, also  [return]  the  surplus  animals  bought  from  G err it  de 
Rcux  and  let  Notelman  do  with  them  as  he  pleases.  Yet  I  think 
it  very  advisable  to  hold  on  to  the  farm  if  it  can  in  any  way  be 
done  with  profit  or  even  appearance  of  profit.  It  will  be  of  service 
to  me,  in  that  I  can  in  time  set  a  man  over  it,  who  could  take  charge 
of  my  affairs  at  the  Manhatas  and  in  the  council,  which  will  be  most 
necessary  in  case  they  should  recall  your  honor.  Therefore  do  not 
let  the  farm  go. 

Your  honor  writes  indeed  in  general  that  the  increase  [of  ani- 
mals] has  been  good,  but  not  how  many  nor  where  they  are.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  get  the  information  from  the  Company  and 
now  it  is  too  late  to  make  request  for  it ;  be  so  kind  as  to  do  as  much 
as  this  with  the  assistance  of  Jacob  Planck  and  compare  the  in- 
voice of  the  animals  bought  from  Minitict,  Bijlevelt  and  de  Rcux, 
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with  the  animals  on  the  two  farms  of  Nottclman  and  Bijlevelt,  de- 
ducting those  that  have  died,  adding  the  increase  and  where  thev 
are,  and  keeping  a  list  and  account  of  this  in  future.  The  exchange 
of  the  three  young  horses  bought  from  Minuict  at  fi20  for  an  old 
mare,  valued  also  at  fi20,  about  which  your  honor  writes  me,  must 
in  no  wise  go  through,  for  I  am  too  well  provided  with  old  horses. 
I  would  rather  have  young  ones ;  and  if  I  .should  have  two  less  than 
otherwise  it  would  also  be  to  my  injury  in  respect  to  the  contract 
made  with  Mr  Paauw,  I  hear  also  that  the  mare  which  your 
honor  would  give  me  in  exchange  is  very  old  indeed.  Rather 
than  lose  these  three  horses,  for  I  suppose  your  honor  has  kept 
them,  I  would  pay  your  honor  twice,  yes,  three  times  over  for  their 
keep.  I  am  surprised  that  you  propose  this  to  me,  as  it  conflicts 
directly  with  the  memorandum  given  to  your  honor,  where  I  have 
written  on  the  margin,  N.  B.  1  stallion,  thrown  in  1630.  bought  from 
Mimiit;  this  was  to  be  for  your  honor  provided  you  gave  me  for 
it  some  colts,  thrown  in  May  1632,  from  which  it  is  plain  that  I 
would  rather  have  colts  than  horses  considering  their  prices,  for  I 
can  raise  them  at  small  expense,  having  grass  enough  in  the  sum- 
mer and  in  the  winter  hay  for  only  the  work  [of  getting  it  in]. 
Also  your  honor  writes  that  on  the  farm  of  Mitiuit  one  cow  has 
died  and  another  has  been  bitten  by  a  snake  and  has  died  also.  I 
can  not  quite  understand  whether  those  that  have  died  belonged  to 
the  general  stuck  of  the  farm  or  to  my- own  cattle,  since  these  were 
not  separated  but  were  in  the  common  herd  when  I  bought  them 
for  your  honor  and  myself  from  Minirit.  It  seems  therefore  that  we 
should  share  the  risk  of  loss  by  death,  as  well  as  the  profits  of 
the  increase,  unless  your  honor  take  the  position  (which  I  do  not 
know)  that  the  animals  belonging  to  the  farm  were  recognizable 
and  the  surplus,  sold  to  me,  also  recognizable,  and  that  of  my  recog- 
nizable cattle  the  aforesaid  two  have  died.  1  have  dwelt  on  this 
question  so  long  because  it  will  prejudice  me  in  the  contract  of 
half  and  half  made  with  Mr  Paauw.  Therefore  do  me  the  favor  to 
leave  me  my  three  young  horses,  and  by  substituting  others  for  the 
two  dead  cattle  let  me  keep  the  same  number  that  I  bought.  I  am 
willing  to  pay  your  honor  as  much  money  as  you  shall  wish  for  their 
keep  and  the  loss  by  death,  for  I  must  have  cattle,  all  the  more  be- 
cause I  bought  them  for  my  colony  and  made  the  contract  with 
Mr  Paauw  chiefly  on  your  account,  so  as  not  to  have  him  against 
yoti.  You  can  have  no  idea  how  he  can  hinder  or  help  you  ;  I 
notice  it  [by  comparing]  how  it  was  before,  and  how  it  is  now  since 
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the  contract.  I  may  not  write  here  all  I  know  about  it,  since  we 
are  now  agreed  it  is  not  vveil  to  have  him  for  an  opponent;  he  is 
too  clever. 

W  ith  these  three  horses  and  two  cows  and  some  from  the  farms 
of  Noottelman  and  Bijkvelt,  I  can  establish  a  third  farm  in  my 
colony,  since  there  are  cattle  enough  up  there  to  provide  two  farms. 
I  made  a  contract  for  this  with  Hendrick  Conduit,  whom  they  call 
Szvager,25  but  he  repented  of  the  bargain  and  has  escaped  me ; 
I  send  your  honor  a  copy  of  this  contract  enclosed  under  No. 
D,  given  to  Jacob  Plane!;,  who  will  show  it  to  your  honor.  In 
place  of  this  Hendrick  Conduict,  I  can  employ  a  person  from 
your  honor's  farm  about  whom  your  honor  and  also  he  himself 
wrote  me,  since  herewith  are  going  three  farm  hands  whom  your 
father  has  hired  for  yon,  according  to  the  enclosed  contract  No.  15, 
so  that  your  honor  can  probably  do  without  him.  I  will  give  him 
the  same  terms  that  Hendrick  had.  He  may  build  the  farm  house 
on  the  place  appointed  or  near  Fort  Orange.  I  have  also  hired  a 
carpenter,1'0  who  is  also  a  mason  and  understands  farming.  But  he 
has  not  put  in  an  appearance  and  the  last  lighter  sails  at  noon  today. 
There  are  still  farm  hands  over  there  in  the  country  who  were  trans- 
ported at  my  expense.  They  must  serve  me  when  I  want  them.  In 
case  Rod  off  Jansz  satisfies  your  honor  and  your  foreman  remains, 
you  may  give  him  the  third  farm,  before  named,  on  the  same  terms 
as  Hendrick  Conduit. 

Furthermore,  regarding  Wulffert  Cerritsse  or  his  son,  who  arc 
very  willing  to  go  up  the  river,  your  honor  can  arrange  with  them  to 
use  half  or  two  thirds  of  Castle  Island  (which  contains  136  mor- 
gens)  since  I  neither  can  nor  may  pass  by  Brandt  Piden,  who  lives 
with  Rut  gey  Hendrick  sen  and  has  brought  his  farm  into  good  con- 
dition and  I  have  no  reason  to  displace  him. 

I  find  it  every  way  advisable  to  deal  with  Wulffert  or  his  son, 
as  I  have  also  said  to  Jacob  Planck;  and  see  to  it  that  you  pay 
him  for  his  cattle  out  of  the  indemnity  of  the  Maquaas  skins,  since 
the  Company  can  lay  no  claim  to  these  or  at  the  most  claim  no  more 
than  the  duty  of  one  guilder  per  skin.  And  in  case  your  honor  or 
Jacob  Planck  can  not  entirely  agree  with  him,  let  it  go  until  our 
meeting,  as  he  intends  to  come  home,  telling  him  that  we  will  cer- 
tainly come  tu  an  agreement  with  each  other  here.  I  should  like 
to  have  his  cattle  as  if  they  were  excepted  from  the  contract  with 


"  Sivagcr,  at  the  present  day,  means  brother  in  law;  in   17th  century   Dutch,   it  is 
frequently  used  in  the  sense  of  son  in  law. 
20  Cornell's  Teunisz  van  Breuckelen. 
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Mr  Paanw.  If  he  used  half  of  the  136  morgens,  it  would  be  68 
moreens;  the  73  are  over  90  morgens.  That  is  quite  enough  for 
larm<ind  pasture  land ;  the  hay  they  would  have  to  get  from  outside 
die  island,  from  the  mainland  or  from  the  upper  islands.  I  shall 
hardly  have  time  to  write  to  Wiilfferl.  Do  what  your  honor  can 
and  do  not  give  up  dealing  with  him,  in  order  that  I  may  obtain 
the  cattle. 

Your  honor  recommends  Brant  Aartscn21  to  me.  That  would 
have  been  well  had  I  known  how  things  stood  with  my  cattle  which 
1  feared  were  dead,  but  now  ic  is  too  late;  therefore  I  have  agreed 
for  the  present  with  Jacob  Planck,  according  to  contract  No.  16 
here  enclosed,  which  your  honor  will  please  preserve,  since  he  has  a 
duplicate  of  it.  I'lease  to  administer  the  oath  to  him  as  officer  and 
have  him  select  at  least  three  schepens,  wdio  shall  take  the  oath  be- 
fore him;  then  he  can  convene  them  and  hold  court.  For  this  I 
have  given  him  two  books,  namely,  Damhouzver  on  Criminal  pro- 
cedure and  the  Ars  Xotariatus.  But  I  am  disappointed  in  him; 
there  is  not  as  much  in  him  as  I  thought.  However,  I  have  engaged 
him ;  I  hope  that  he  will  turn  out  better.  It  is  best  that  he  should 
not  have  a  large  salary  and  should  go  at  his  own  expense.  Your 
honor  must  give  him  some  instructions  and  cause  him  to  make  care- 
ful notes  of  the  farms  of  Notehnan  and  Bijjevclt  and  also  of  the 
caltle,  and  let  him  settle  with  the  people,  but  subject  to  my  approval, 
since  some  have  received  money  here. 

N.  B.  I  find  by  the  Company's  books  that  I  am  charged  for  much 
provisions  and  merchandise,  which  my  people  are  said  to  have  ob- 
tained. If  they  go  on  in  this  way  they  will  soon  eat  me  up.  Some 
are  there  at  my  expense  as  to  board,  others  not,  so  that  a  distinction 
must  be  made.  I  wish  that  henceforth  none  of  my  people  shall  at 
their  own  request  receive  a  stiver's  worth  from  the  Company  and 
have  it  charged  to  my  account.  But  those  who  want  anything  may 
apply  to  Jacob  Planck,  the  officer,  and  let  him  apply  to  your  1  onor 
or  the  respective  com  mi  sen,  who  can  give  him  what  he  needs  upon 
receipt,  so  that  I  may  know  how  the  matter  stands.  I  see  that  Roc- 
loft  Jansscn  has  grossly  run  up  my  account  in  drawing  provisions, 
yes,  practically  the  full  allowance  [even]  when  there  was  [enough  in] 
stock.27®  I  think  that  his  wife,  mother  and  sister  and  others  must 
have  given  things  away,  which  can  not  be  allowed.  He  complains 
that  your  honor  has  dismissed  him  from  the  farm  and  your  honor 


Brant  Aerisan  van  den   Slichttnhorst ,   who  later  plays   an   important   part  in  the 
history  r.f  the  colony.    N.  pf.  R. 
*    Me  genfrechstiem  t'lollc  ranfsocn  alsscr  zoormet  geweest  is. 
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writes  me  that  he  wanted  to  leave  it.  As  to  the  wagons,  plows,  etc.. 
which  are  needed  on  my  farm,  and  also  on  yours  and  those  of  Wolf- 
fert  Gerritsen  and  others  on  the  Manhatans,  employ  my  wagon 
maker  Lubber t  Gijsbertsscn ;  he  can  send  them  down  on  sloops  or  he 
can  come  down  for  a  time  in  order  to  make  them  at  the  Manhatans. 
Jan  Evertsz  Bout  is  going  thither  also;  he  has  offered  me  his 
services,  but  the  shirt  is  nearer  to  me  than  the  coat.  Mr  Paamv  re- 
quests that  your  honor  will  keep  on  good  terms  with  Cornells  van 
Voorst  and  that  your  honor  will  help  him  as  much  as  can  be  done 
without  damage  to  the  Company  so  that  these  local  dissensions28 
may  finally  cease.  1  trust  that  the  instructions  which  are  to  be 
issued  through  the  efforts  of  Mr  Cpenracts  will  not  be  conceived  in 
such  hostile  spirit-'-'  [toward  the  patroons]  as  the  preceding. 

The  51  whole  and  14  half  beaver  skins  coming  from  my  colony, 
have  been  handed  to  me,  although  with  protest.  I  hope  that  the  pa- 
troons by  [the  time]  the  next  [ship  sails]  will  have  the  free  trade 
in  furs,  even  [in  exchange]  for  merchandise,  unless  some  restric- 
tions are  added.  Their  High  Mightinesses  have  appointed  to  settle 
this  question  Messrs  Arnhcin,  JVeede  and  Do  nek,  who  well  under- 
stand the  rights  of  the  colonies  and  the  population  and  that  the 
first  adventurers  ought  to  be  favored  in  order  to  tempt  others  to 
follow.  We  find  it  not  advisable  to  enter  on  this  before  the  de- 
parture of  this  ship;  but  as  soon  as  it  has  sailed,  we  shall  come  to  it 
(God  willing)  and  vigorously  attack  the  management  of  Vogclacr. 

Please  take  charge  of  any  grain  raised  in  my  colony  for  which 
Jacob  Planck  has  no  use,  and  deliver  it  to  the  Company.  I  hope 
however  that  he  will  be  able  to  use  it  all  for  brandy-making  and 
beer-brewing,  if  he  only  understands  the  business.  I  have  had  him 
examined  bv  Clmes  Claess".  He  requests  that  your  honor  will  at 
my  charge  provide  him  with  a  comfortable  little  boat  so  that  he  can 
sail  to  and  fro,  which  will  be  a  favor  to  me  as  will  all  that  may  be 
further  granted  to  my  advantage. 

Regarding  the  grass  and  grain  scythes  which  Gerrit  de  Reus  de- 
livered by  my  order  to  Mr  Paaiiw,  T  have  no  memorandum  thereof: 
let  Reus  give  me  an  explanation,  since  Mr  Paauiv  also  knows 
nothing-  about  it  but  says  that  Cornells  van  Voorst  himself  delivered 
such  things  to  Rctix.  I  am  surprised  that  Marijn  can  not  raise  any 
tobacco,  lie  can  not  Understand  it  rightly  or  must  have  taken  up 
too  much  land  which  he  has  not  cleared  well  or  not  sufficiently 

•  i)ilan(Isc!ic  o>f>rl0%e literally,  fararfd  wars. 

nict  vit'l  snl:':cit  passie  cuilcn  %'ehnenghi  sijn;  literally,  will  not  ]>c.  nuxcl  with 
such   pa -.<i'"ii. 
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spaded  ami  broken  up.  If  1  had  a  sitpp.ty  of  brand)'  and  were  pro- 
vided with  a  sloop,  he  would  do  for  a  skipper  to  cruise  along  the 
coasts  of  New  Xethcrland  and  the  adjacent  settlements  and  sell 
ii  according  to  the  PYeedoms  to  our  people,  the  savages  and  others, 
at  places  where  the  Company  has  no  cornmis  for  furs  as  beavers, 
otters,  etc.,  and  at  all  places  for  sea  wan  or  for  money,  as  is  allowed 
everywhere  by  the  aforesaid  Freedoms. 

Mr  Paauw  and  I  have  been  busy  trying  to  send  over  a  ship  with 
young  cattle,  but  as  rhey  demanded  too  much,  and  J  did  not  know 
how  matters  stood  in  my  colony,  and  we  were  not  yet  quite  settled 
with  the  Company,  we  have  let  it  rest.  We  also  intended  to  send 
over  carpenters.  Regarding  the  brickkiln,  I  can  not  yet  say  much ; 
at  any  rate  I  must  be  paid  for  the  clay  of  which  the  former  bricks 
were  made,  as  it  was  from  my  land;  of  which  I  have  here  notified 
the  Company  and  also  CroL 

I  wish  that  the  remaining  little  islands  and  also  the  land  that  is 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river  and  belongs  to  the  Mahycaus,  had  been 
bought  also.  Be  pleased  therein  to  do  your  best,  and  give  Jacob 
Planck  instructions  what  to  do.  If  the  savages  make  a  sale,  let  the 
transfer  be  made  before  my  officer  and  the  court  of  Rensselaers- 
wyek,  aising  the  form  that  Mr  Paauzv  is  now  sending  over  to  Cor- 
nells van  J^oorst.  Ask  him  to  give  your  honor  a  copy  of  it,  only 
changing  in  it  mutatis  mutandis  the  names  of  the  officers  and  colo- 
nies: he  calls  Cornells  van  Voorst  his  chief  officer,2:,a  and  I  desire 
for  my  own  reasons  that  Jacob  Planck  shall  as  yet  not  be  otherwise 
entitled  than  as  officer.  N.  B.  Do  not  fail  to  get  a  copy  of  this 
form  from  van  Voorst  and  give  Jacob  Planck  a  copy,  not  like  that 
which  van  Voorst  has,  but  changed  as  it  must  be  for  Jacob  Planck. 
1  fear  I  shall  hardly  have  time  to  write  out  the  instructions  for 
Jacob  Planck,  as  the  lighter  is  ready  to  sail.  Your  honor  can  give 
him  as  many  extracts  from  this  letter  as  he  needs,  and  also  from  the 
previous  instructions  I  gave  your  honor  for  Riitger  Ilcndrickss", 
adding  to  them  what  seems  best  to  you  and  ordering  him  in  my 
name  to  act  accordingly.  If  you  do  not  possess  the  books  of  Dam- 
houiver  and  the  other,  be  sure  to  read  these  copies  freely,  since  the 
court  of  Amsterdam  generally  follows  this  author,  and  recommend 
this  also  to  Jacob  Planck.  As  to  clover  seed,  I  would  have  ,  sent 
some  to  your  honor,  but  mine  is  on  the  way  from  I taly,  shipped  from 
N  enice,  and  here  there  is  little  for  sale  and  it  is  extremely  dear, 

-  hoof l  oF.crr;  the  term  used  in  former  days  to  distinguish  the  public  prosecutor  of 
■  tourt  having  full  criminal  jurisdiction  from  the  oftcier,  or  prosecutor,  of  a  local 
court  which  had  civil  and  limited  criminal  Jurisdiction  only. 
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besides  being  good  for  nothing  since  very  little  has  come  up  from 
the  last  at  Craloo.m  If  another  ship  follows,  and  den  Walvis  has 
lain  ready  for  seven  months,  I  shall  provide  your  honor  with  it. 
The  confraters,  however,  will  not  send  out.  the  ship  if  they  can  not 
obtain  the  freedom  of  the  fur  trade. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  advantages  of  the  Fresh  River.  I  have 
also  spoken  to  Dompselaer  about  it,  but  every  one  is  afraid  on  ac- 
count of  the  disputes  and  opposition  that  arise.  Blommaert  long 
ago  registered  his  colony  there ;  we  may  see  how  it  will  turn  out 
after  the  decision  of  the  States  [General].  Some  years  have 
elapsed  as  a  result  of  these  disputes,  so  that  the  four  years31  should 
not  be  counted  to  begin  till  after  the  aforesaid  decision  has  been 
given  and  all  disputes  settled.  It  is  bad  that  the  English  are  begin- 
ning to  get  a  foothold  there.  But  Mr  Vogelacr  does  not  worry 
much  about  this,  I  think,  since  he  says  he  would  rather  be  bitten  by 
strange  dogs  than  by  his  own. 

The  prices  which  the  English  ask  for  their  cattle  are  not  at  all 
reasonable.  I  should  think  it  quite  unadvisable  to  pay  any  way 
near  so  high  a  price,  for  I  notice  that  they  are  very  apt  to  die  and 
then  the  money  is  lost ;  let  us  keep  to  those  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  country  or  which  we  send  from  here.  I  have  heard  here  that 
Captain  StoonZ2  has  been  killed  by  the  savages. 

There  is  much  to  criticize  in  the  bill  of  Wulffcrt  Gerritss,  there- 
fore refer  him  to  me.  He  can  not  claim  monthly  wages  when  he  is 
not  in  my  colony,  according  to  the  copy  of  his  instructions,  No.  17. 
When  he  comes  here,  we  will  settle  in  all  fairness. 

I  have  paid  f.50  to  the  wife  of  Laurens  Laurcnsz71.  but  I  do  not 
know  how  much  is  still  owing  to  him.  He  bargained  for  no  wages  ; 
all  I  have  to  do  is  to  provide  his  board,  or  in  place  of  board,  pay 

30  The  patroon's  estate,  Crailo,  literally  Crows-wood,  in  Gooiland,  near  Huizcn.  It 
lies  a  short  distance  from  the  railway  station  of  .\raarden-Bussu»i,  and  has  been  well 
kept  up  for  many  years  by  its  owner,  a  prominent  Amsterdam  merchant.  The  patroon's 
energy  and  perseverance  transformed  a  sandy  tract  into  a  fine  estate,  traversed  by  long 
avenues  of  beeches  and  firs,  witli  groves  of  oaks.  The  picture  gallery  of  the  present 
owner  stands  on  the  site  of  the  patroon's  house.  The  estate  is  now  subdivided,  and  the 
two  villa  parks,  Crailo  and  Loo,  will  soon  be  the  most  attractive  of  the  environs  of 
Amsterdam.     S.  de  L.  v  R.  S. 

31  Period  of  time  within  which  the  patroons  were  required  to  plant  a  colony  of  50  souls, 
according  to  art.   3  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions. 

M  "  The  8th  [of  June  1659],  'n  morning,  took  our  leave  and  went  up  the  [Fresh] 
River  and  having  proceeded  about  a  league-,  we  met  between  two  high  steep  points 
sonic  savages,  in  canoes,  who  had  on  English  clothes  and  among  then)  was  one  who 
had  on  a  red  scarlet  mantle.  I  inquired  how  he  came  by  the  mantle;  but  they  had  some 
time  ago  killer!  one  Capitcyns  Soon  [Captain  Stone]  and  his  men  in  a  small  bark,  from 
whom  they  obtained  these  clwtlicsi  This  w  is  the  captain  of  whom  I  spoke  in  my  first 
voyage  t>>  America  wlio;gc  vessel  was  placed  in  such  distress  that  they  ate  one  another 
and  who  finally  lost  his  lite  here  by  the  savages."    De  Vries,  Kortc  Historiftel,  p.  149-50. 
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him  fioo  yearly,  while  I  have  half  of  all  that  he  earns.  And  I 
have  no  account  of  what  he  has  done  or  has  earned.  He  is  also  re- 
sponsible for  the  other  two  and  for  the  advance  money  that  I  gave 
to  Andries  Christenss.cn,  who  ran  away. 

I  have  told  them  1  will  give  no  more  money  before  I  have  an 
accounting.  Enclosed  is  his  contract  under  No.  1 8.  Herein  is 
enclosed  a  letter  from  Air  Blocmaert,  No.  19,  about  the  goods  left 
with  your  honor  by  David  Pictersse  and  Jan  Tjepkensf*  skipper  of 
't  Ecckhorntgcn.  Be  pleased  to  advise  him  what  there  is  about 
this,  and  if  there  is  any  of  it  yet  unsold  that  Jacob  Planck  or  my 
people  may  need,  let  him  have  -it  upon  giving  his  receipt.  The 
goods  which  I  am  now  sending  with  him,  according  to  the  invoice 
under  No.  E,  I  brought  into  the  Company's  warehouse  and  they 
were  packed  there  by  their  own  people  in  order  to  be  subjected  to 
no  more  openings  or  inspection,  since  Mr  Paauw  had  a  great  dis- 
pute over  their  wishing  to  unpack  his  goods  which  were  already 
packed ;  they  released  him  from  this,  however,  but  it  must  be  done 
on  arriving  in  the  country,  which  will  not  be  the  case  with  mine. 
I  see  also  what  cattle  your  honor  has  sent  up  the  river.  I  hope 
that  since  then  you  have  also  sent  some  horses,  etc.,  thither  and 
that  »the  third  farm  will  have  been  established  before  the  arrival  of 
this  letter  and  that  now  the  fourth  can  be  started,  which  I  have 
promised  to  Lubber t  GhijsbertssnJ  the  wheelwright,  according  to 
contract  No.  F,  herewith  sent  by  Jacob  Planck.  I  fear  that  you 
will  lack  farm  hands.  Those  that  came  over  with  Reux  and  cost 
me  a  great  deal  you  might  try  to  get  hold  of  again,  wherever 
they  may  be,  according  to  the  nineteenth  article  of  the  Freedoms, 
of  which  I  send  your  honor  a  printed  copy  under  No.  20.  The 
servants  of  Rod  of?  Jansscn  were  engaged  for  four  years  from  the 
time  they  came  to  the  country,  that  is  to' say,  to  my  colony,  so  that 
it  is  a  question  whether  their  time  will  be  up  or  not ;  you  might  con- 
tract with  them  for  one  year  more.  There  will  no  doubt  be  some 
excuse  for  making  them  stay  one  year  more,  even  if  an  increase  had 
to  be  given  them. 

I  thank  your  honor  for  the  young  deer  sent  me  by  de  SoutbcrgJi ; 
it  died  on  the  way,  so  it  seems  that  I  am  unlucky  with  animals  on 
the  sea,  since  I  lost  my  calves  also. 

I  have  done  my  best  to  get  a  servant  for  your  honor.  So  has 
your  father.    First  we  had  the  sons  of  Gecrtgoi  M ichiels  at  Anxers- 


Probably  the  same  as  Jan  Ticpkesz  Schellinger,  the  skipper  of  the  Rensselaerswyck, 
which  sailed  Si.pt.  25.  i6j6.     Sue  log  of  that  vessel  printed  on  p.  355-89  of  this  work. 
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foort,  who  decided  noi  to  go;  afterwards  Jehan  de  Wael,  who  sails 
for  Pernambuco;  and  new  finally  another  who,  your  father  thinks, 
is  too  troublesome  since  he  was  very  rebellious  during  the  Easter 
holidays.  We  will  postpone  il  till  further  advice.  If  your  honor 
could  get  a  good  English  servant,  those  people  are  alert,  respectful 
and  obedient. 

In  case  of  the  Company  ordering  Hunthum  to  come  to  the  Man- 
hatans,  which  I  do  not  expect,  present  your  affidavits  to  the  coun- 
cil which  can  declare  him  incompetent  and  must  make  him  retract 
his  statements."4  Your  honor  can  readily  justify  this  action  on  the 
ground  that  the  Company  has  had  no  knowledge  of  these  slanders 
and  this  abusive  language  and  if  he  still  continues  his  mischief, 
since  the  magpie  can  not  cease  its  hopping,  send  him  home  by  reso- 
lution of  the  council.  Some  will  vigorously  protest  against  it, 
others  will  laugh  and  say  that  he  only  gets  his  deserts.  But  there 
must  be  reasons  and  no  greater  reasons  can  be  found  than  that  the 
savages  are  his  enemies,  especially  if  the  slaughter  of  the  cattle 
happened  because  of  him;  also  that  he  can  not  speak  the  language ; 
further  if  he  has  obtained  but  few  furs,  about  which  he  boasted 
that  he  would  do  so  much ;  and  whatever  else  serves  the  purpose. 

Coming  to  yours  of  September  14,  sent  by  way  of  New  England, 
1  will  persuade  our  confrater^  to  give  your  honor  a  good  reward, 
in  case  we  receive  the  indemnity  of  275  beavers.  If  they  pay  in 
sea  wan,  it  must  be  exchanged  for  beavers  and  sent  here  by  the  next 
ship  under  a  proper  bill  of  lading.  If  your  honor  can  trade  any  of 
them  so  as  to  obtain  animals  from  Wulfert  Gcrritsz.,  do  so,  also 
for  other  animals.  But  half  of  this  would  belong  to  Mr  Paauzv 
and  he  would  have  to  pay  half. 

I  still  can  not  allow  anything  else  than  that  there  must  be  not 
two  only  but  three  farms  on  West  Island,  each  of  which  would  have 
more  than  40  morgens  of  land.  They  must  draw  their  hay  from 
another  island.  But  if  IVtdffcrt  or  his  son  came,  I  would  rent  to 
them  80  or  90  morgens  on  half  shares,  according  to  the  contract 
with  ilendrick  Conduit  under  Xo.  D  aforesaid,  or  on  such  terms 
as  your  honor  can  agree  on  with  him  subject  to  my  approval.  The 
farmers  want  a  great  deal  of  land,  then  they  can  take  the  best  and 
let  the  rest  lie  fallow;  whereas  1  am  looking  for  many  people  in 
order  to  increase  my  number.  Think  that  Rensselaer  has  not  even 
20  morgens  of  cultivated  farm  land,  at  least  not  much  more;  and 
what  a  tine  farm  (hat  is.    If  a  farmer  therefore  has  20  morgens  of 

3!  ende  op  sijnen  ynoni  sal  moeten  clopjicn. 
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farm  land  near  his  house  and  pasture  land  and  hay  fields  besides 
lie  can  easily  make  his  living.  So  that  there  could  easily  be  six 
farms  on  the  island.  This  must  come  gradually  as  more  cattle  and 
people  come;  which  you  must  bear  in  mind  in  making  the  con- 
tract with  IVulffcrt  Gcrritss:\  Then  act  with  caution.  Only  see 
that  you  buy  his  cattle  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  for  that  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  me.  i  will  send  people  enough  here- 
after if  only  I  have  cattle. 

Your  proposition  to  start  a  farm  near  Fort  Orange  is  good,  on 
the  conditions  as  stated.  But  so  long  as  Vogelaer  is  on  the  com- 
mission, there  can  be  no  dealings  with  the  Company.  Let  my 
[olhcer]  Jacob  Planck  talk  it  over  some  time  with  Hunt hum  and  see 
what  he  thinks  of  it,  whether  he  will  take  it  upon  himself  ;  if  not, 
whether  he  will  favorably  recommend  it  to  the  Company;  and  try 
Slim  in  tins  way.  And  if  he  refuses  to  consider  it  at  all,  make  a 
note  of  it,  since  it  would  serve  the  interests  of  the  Company  and 
their  fort  would  be  better  guarded  and  at  less  expense,  as  the  people 
could  do  double  work  watching  the  fort  at  night  and  working  by 
day  and  I  would  pay  the  Company  or  the  Company  could  pay  me 
part  of  the  expenses.  Do  not  fail  to  have  Jacob  Planck  request 
this  of  him  in  writing,  that  he  may  take  action  thereupon,  and  if  he 
write  to  your  honor  and  the  council  about  it,  keep  cool,  else  they 
would  lay  it  to  your  charge  that  you  had  urged  it,  and  this  must  not 
be.  For  no  matter  how  favorable  it  is  to  the  Company,  if  the  pa- 
troons  get  profit  from  it,  it  must  be  rejected.  They  would  rather 
suiter  loss  than  that  the  patroons  should  prosper.  An  exceedingly 
bad  disposition.  The  horses  of  Widfert  Gerritss  could  be  used  on 
this  farm  and  his  son  could  live  there.  Maripi  or  Roelof  with 
their  wives  could  guard  the  bouse  and  cattle  at  night. 

If  1  have  time  I  will  write  a  short  letter  to  Mart  ten  Gerritsen, 
(  orlcr  and  Nootelman,  also  to  W ul fieri.  If  not,  they  must  be  sat- 
isfied with  what  I  write  to  you.  The  wind  is  blowing  strongly  so 
that  the  lighter  can  not  get  off,  else  it  would  leave  at  once. 

1  his  letter  I  send  separately  by  Jacob  Planck,  and  the  docu- 
ments herein  mentioned,  from  Xo.  1  to  No.  20,  in  another  packet, 
also  separately,  by  the  same  Planck;  also  my  remonstrance  (under 
->o.  21)  which  I  presented  to  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX,  copied 
by  your  brother  Haul  rick;  also  Xo.  22,  being  a  letter  written  by 
Nomine  Bad  ins  to  the  minister  there,  Domine  Eucrhardus  Bogar- 
dus;  \o.  23,  a  letter  from  your  honor's  father ;  Xo.  24,  one  from 
I  homos  vail  Wely.    As  to  whatever  else  is  to  be  done  in  my  affairs 
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I  urge  your  honor  to  seek  therein  my  greatest  advantage,  in  which 

1  have  confidence  in  you ;  and  whatever  I  may  have  forgotten,  be 
sure  to  supply  it.  I  will  do  the  same  for  your  honor.  I  hope 
with  the  return  of  the  ship  d} Eendracht  to  receive  particular  infor- 
mation from  your  honor  and  the  punctual  reply  to  the  contents  of 
these.    Wherewith  closing,  etc. 

Vale. 

Memorandum  of  the  engagement  of  Hendrick  Carstensz  van 
Norden  as  farm  laborer35 

April  26 }  1634 

1634,  this  day,  the  26th  of  April,  engaged  as  farm  laborer  to 
serve  henrick  Conduit  or  some  one  else  on  my  farm  for  the  period 
of  four  years,  commencing  with  Ids  arrival  in  that  country  and  to 
do  willingly  and  diligently  all  kinds  of  farm  work  or  whatever  may 
be  assigned  to  him,  on  the  same  conditions  as  other  farm  laborers 
are  bound  to  observe. 

Henrick  Carstenssz  van  Nooden?0  20  years  old,  has  done  farm 
work.  Shall  receive  10  rix-dollars  a  year  and  as  a  present  for  his 
passage,  both  going  and  returning,  two  rix-dollars,  which  have  been 
paid  to  him  at  once.  In  witness  of  the  truth  henrick  Carstenssz 
has  hereunder  set  his  mark.   Done  as, above. 

[signed]  the  mark  X  of  henrick 
Cofsterissz 

2  rixd.  f5 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Coenraet  Notelman*7 

April  2/,  1634 

Coenraet  Noottclman,  in  New  Netherland,  27  April  1634: 

I  find  myself  with  your  favor  of  the  Qth  of  May  1633  sent  by 
den  Walvis,  that  of  the  2Jst  of  July  by  den  Soutberch,  and  that 
of  the  1 8th  of  March  by  de  goede  hoope,  to  which  I  shall  reply 
briefly,  for  two  reasons.  First,  because  the  lighter  will  sail  in  a 
moment;  secondly  because  you  are  coming  home,  as  another  officer 

*s  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.3ib. 

30  Should  be  Norden,  in  East  FHesland,  which  city,  like  the  neighboring  Ernden, 
became  during  the  Spanish  persecutions  a  refuge  for  many  people  from  the  northern 
provinces  of  the  Netherland-;.     See  p.  263,  311. 

*T  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f . 7 5 • 
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goes  thither.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  you  are  on  good  terms 
with  my  nephew  IV outer  van  Tzvillcr,  director  there;  hope  that  you 
w  ill  continue  thus  to  the  last  as  there  have  been  many  false  tongues 
and  pens  which  have  defamed  him  by  gross  lies.  The  skipper  of 
dc  Gocdehoopc  has  not  been  to  see  me  ;  the  money  which  you  re- 
mitted, I  paid  to  my  brother  in  law,  Johannes  van  Weelen,  who 
{landed  it  to  your  wife,  but  the  1165  I  have  .thus  far  not  been  able 
to  obtain  as  the  directors  of  groeningeuv,s  are  very  particular  because 
you  have  sent  no  receipt.  I  have  written  several  letters  about  it, 
also  spoken  of  it  to  some  directors,  but  they  say  that  it  establishes 
a  bad  precedent  to  pay  any  money  on  the  mere  statement  of  the 
CQtmms.  You  should  have  kept  an  account  thereof  and  sent  it  to 
me  here,  for  not  having  this  I  can  not  claim  anything.  When  you 
come  home,  you  must  bring  with  you  an  authentic  account  thereof 
"r  the  declaration  of  somebody  who  knows  what  you  have  furnished 
for  the  f  165  ;  Tyaerdt  brongers  makes  such  a  statement,  but  they 
w  ill  not  accept  it  on  his  authority.  The  tobacco,  my  brother  in  law 
has  after  very  long  delay  been  able  to  receive  only  under  bond  and 
he  has  sold  the  same  and  been  obliged  to  pay  out  of  it  the  amount 
which  your  account  was  short;  this  by  way  of  information.  As 
to  the  animals  from  the  farm  of  Gerrit  de  Reus  which  you  have 
used  so  long  and  instead  of  increasing  you  have  worn  out  and  de- 
creased, I  order  my  officer,  Jacob  planch,  to  negotiate  with  you  con- 
cerning them  as  is  just;  commend  him  to  the  director.  First,  you 
ought  to  return  the  full  number  which  you  received,  and  as  to  the 
increase  which  I  ought  to  have  had  as  from  other  farms,  you  may 
see  what  agreement  you  can  make  in  compensation  for  the  fioo 
which  you  pay  the  Company  on  the  decision  of  the  council  in  New 
Xetherland;  but  w  ith  the  sayings  of  Reumundc  I  have  nothing  to 
do.  The  animals  belonged  to  Gerrit  de  rcux  by  purchase  and  he 
could  sell  wliich  he  wanted,  as  they  ordered  him  home  before  the 
time.  I  shall  protest  to  the  council  there  as  well  as  to  the  directors 
here  against  the  damage  which  I  suffer  there,  but  that  does  not 
concern  you.  What  concerns  you  and  me,  is  that  the  animals 
which  you  have  used  belong  to  me  and  respecting  this  we  must  come 
t<>  some  agreement,  but  my  loss  because  of  their  detention  by  the 
(  ompauy  or  by  Crol,  I  shall  certainly  recover  from  the  Company. 
1  his  by  wav  of  information.  I  thank  you  for  the  report  of  my 
colony,  by  which  you  have  done  me  a  great  kindness;  I  shall  re- 
I»ay  it  with  gratitude.    It  is  a  pit)'  that  there  are  not  more  animals 

*  }*aiMt'  as  GfnnuiKcn,  ,,r  Starlt  en  Landeiu 
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where  there  is  such  beautiful  laud.  That  the  directors  have  said 
this  and  that  to  reumunde  is  all  talk  and  docs  not  matter  here. 
They  could  sell  their  animals  but  once,  which  they  have  done,  and 
having  sold  them  they  have  no  further  power  over  reux  and  bylvelt, 
who  would  no  doubt  have  served  out  their  years  but  that  they  or- 
dered them  home  and  would  not  allow  them  to  return.  The  Com- 
pany can  take  away  their  farms  which  they  have  leased  for  six  years, 
but  the  animals  which  they  sold  they  can  not  take  away  again  from 
any  one  without  his  consent. 

I  do  not  write  thus  to  accuse  you  but  to  accuse  the  Company 
and  in  order  that  you  may  help  me  recover  my  loss  from  the  Com- 
pany and  that  I  may  send  the  animals  up  the  river  at  last. 

Protest  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  the  West  India  Coinpany 
on  account  of  the  detention  of  the  animals  of  Gerrit  Theusz 
de  Reux  and  Pieter  Bijlvelt:5:> 

April  2],  1634 

TRANSLATED  BY   MRS   ALAN    H.  STRONG 

Notice  served  on  the  directors  of  the  West  India  Company  by 
Notary  Justus  van  de  V en  in  the  name  of  Kiliaen  van  Rens- 
selaer, April  27,  1634 

Mr  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer,  as  patroon  of  his  colony  named 
Rensselacrswyck  lying  on  the  North  River  of  New  Netherlands 
notifies  the  lords  directors  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company. 
Chamber  of  this  city,  that  a  certain  contract  was  entered  into  be- 
tween their  hum  >rs  and  various  farmers  according  to  the  conditions 
signed  by  both  sides  on  January  8,  1630,  by  which  your  honors 
sold  and  granted  to  each  of  the  aforesaid  contracting  parties,  being 
six  in  number,  four  horses,  four  cows,  with  their  foals  and  calves, 
besides  two  heifers,  six  sheep,  six  hogs,  also  wagons,  plows  and 
like  implements,  on  condition  that  they  should  pay  therefor  the  sum 
of  600  guilders  in  six  instalments ;  including  also  two  horses  of 
three  years,  two  cows  of  two  years,  three  sheep  and  three  hogs, 
as  soon  as  the  people  should  have  bred  the  same  above  the  aforesaid 
number.  Further,  to  each  of  the  aforesaid  fanners  was  leased  and 
appointed  a  suitable  farm,  provided  with  house,  hay  barrack  and 

•"The  original  of  this  document  wns  not  among  the  Van  Rensselaer  Bozcicr  Mss  when 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  present  editor.  It  is  printed  in  Dutch  in  Oud  Holland, 
1890,  8:72-73,  as  Appendix  C  to  Mr  de  Roevcr's  articles  on  the  colony  of  Rensselaers- 
wyck. 
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barn,  with  about  50  morgens  of  land.,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
beginning  the  first  of  May  1630,  on  such  conditions  and  rent  as  are 
further  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  contract. 

Now  thus  it  is,  that  Gerrii  Mdttheuss.  de  Reu.v,  as  purchaser  of 
a  portion  of  the  aforesaid  animals  and  tenant  of  farm  No.  2,  and 
Pieter  Pictcrsz.  Bijleveif,  likewise  purchaser  and  tenant  of  farm 
No.  3,  having  paid  their  first  instalment  and  the  first,  year's  rent, 
were  shortly  afterward,  to  their  great  injury  and  prejudice,  sum- 
moned home  by  your  honors  and  coming  here  were  prevented  from 
again  returning  thither  in  Older  to  further  improve  the  farms  they 
had  rented  and  which  had  been  of  great  expense  to  them  during 
the  first  year.  Being  deprived  thereof  and  much  alarmed  because 
they  could  find  no  one  who  would  take  over  the  animals  with  the 
{arms,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  farms  and  sell  their 
animals  to  the  complainant,  who  also  bought  the  same  from  them 
fur  the  sake  of  his  above  mentioned  colony,  undertaking  to  make 
the  further  payments  and  to  deliver  over  the  increase  as  he  ob- 
tained it. 

Following  such  purchase  the  complainant  ordered  Wolff  cvt  Gcr- 
ritsc,  then  his  commis  at  the  Mauliatans  to  send  all  these  animals 
at  the  first  opportunity  to  his  colony,  which  was  hindered  by 
Director  Bastiacn  Jansz  Crol  because  he  thought  it  uuadvisable 
Xo  deprive  the  farms  of  animals;  these,  however,  were  not  in  the 
least  attached  thereto,  save  only  for  the  aforesaid  time  of  six  years, 
"luring  which  time  the  vendors  would  not  have  thought  of  selling 
them  if  they  had  not  been  called,  home  and  prevented  from  sailing 
thither  again,  or  if  they  could  have  found  buyers  who  would  have 
taken  the  same  with  the  farms.  Being  defeated  in  all  these  plans, 
they  were  obliged  to  sell  them  to  the  complainant  and  as  he  is 
greatly  injured  by  this  delay  and  the  number  instead  of  increasing 
h  daily  diminishing  (since  they  are  used,  not  by  the  complainant's 
farmers  whom  he  had  thereto  appointed  in  his  colony,  but  by 
others,  and  he  must  let  his  people  run  idle  at  his  expense  or  be 
forced  to  discharge  them  with  injury  and  loss,  in  addition  to  the 
charges  which  he  had  to  pay  for  their  transportation,  about  which 
he  was  forced  to  make  public  complaint  in  his  remonstrance  de- 
livered to  the  Assemble  of  the  XIX),  and  as  it  is  better  to  pro- 
vide for  redress  before  the  injury  grows  greater,  therefore, — -etc. 

[He  summons  them  to  cause  the  animals  to  be  delivered  and 
m  case  of  refusal  will  hold  them  responsible  for  his  loss. 

1  lie  notice  was  banded  to  Mr  Arnault  v.  Liebcrgcn,  director. 
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The  notary  went  the  following  clay  to  receive  the  answer.  The 
president,  Air  Haringhoek,  said  that  they  had  spoken  that 
morning  with  the  complainant  and  that  they  had  given  him  pro- 
visional satisfaction;  that  lie  was  to  write  a  letter  which  the  di- 
rectors would  send  witii  their  letters  and  that  the  difference  would 
be  referred  tor  final  decision  to  the  director  of  the  Company  in 
New  Netherland. 

All  this  van  Rensselaer  confirmed  to  the  notary.] 

N.  DE  R. 

Instructions  tc  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck,  schout'40 

April  2f,  j  634 

Instructions  prepared  and  issued  by  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer  as 
patroon  of  his  colony  called  Rensselaerswyek  for  Iaeob  Alberts:': 
planck,  in  the  capacity  of  officer  of  the  aforesaid  colony,  according 
to  which  he  must  faithfully  govern  himself,  this  25th  of  April,  in 
Amsterdam. 

When  he  arrives  on  board  ship  he  shall  take  good  care  that  the 
goods  sent  with  him  according  to  invoice  herewith  enclosed  under 
letter  E  be  properly  loaded  and  receive  suitable  places  where  they 
may  be  kept  dry  and  in  good  condition,  and  in  case  the  barrels 
arc  too  large,  so  that  thev  can  not  be  stowed  in  the  ship,  he  shall 
use  the  bags  which  have  been  given  him  and  put  the  malt  therein. 

Also,  that  the  men  who  sail  in  my  service  according  to  the  memo- 
randum, may  be  provided  with  proper  quarters. 

As  soon  as  the  ship  with  God's  help  gets  ready  to  put  out  to  sea. 
he  shall  prepare  a  list  of  the  men  who  sail  for  my  account  and  send 
the  same  to  me  with  notice  whether  the  goods  have  come  on 
board  in  good  condition. 

lie  shall  not  neglect  at  every  opportunity  which  otters  on  the 
way  to  advise  me  of  what  happens. 

On  his  arrival  by  God's  mercy  in  New  Ncthefland,  he  shall  give 
my  greetings  to  Director  W outer  van  Twiller,  hand  him  the  letters 
and  memoranda  entrusted  to  him,  and  request  him  at  the  first 
opportunity  to  administer  the  proper  oath  of  fidelity  toward  me, 
to  lling  Jacob  Albcrtssz  Planck,  instead  of  to  Rntger  henrwksss  van 
Soest,  according  to  previous  power  of  attorney.41 

*  V.  !'.  B.  Vss.  Letter  Book,  f .7ol>.     Extract  in  V .  R.  B.  Mss 

41  cade  byJe  eerste  occasic  hem  versaecken  volgcns  myne  i'oore.aendc  procuratie  in 
ploeise  van  Rutgef  henrickssg  V'an  Soest  hem  Jacob  Albertssz  Plane!:  afftenemen  den 
behoorlycken  HeJt  van  gttroiittnchvyi  tot  mync'n  bchocve.    Sot-  note  on  \>.  (,_>,. 
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Which  having  been,  done,  he  shall  with  the  aforesaid  director 
carefully  consider  and  note  what  animals  and  tools  there  are  to  he 
moved  up  the  river,  before  his  departure  taking  a  note  also  of  the 
condition  of  the  farms  of  Noottelman  and  Bylcveldt  and  diligently 
inquiring  whether  any  of  my  men  have  entered  any  one  else's 
service  in  order  to  take  them  again,  into  my  service  in  case  I  should 
need  them  and  they  prove  suitable  to  me. 

He  shall  confer  with  Director  van  Twiller  as  to  how  many 
farms  1  can  for  the  present  establish  in  my  colony  and  what  sort 
of  people  may  be  most  suitable  for  that  purpose  and,  as  I  have  no 
time  to  extend  these  instructions  sufficiently,  the  aforesaid  van 
TtvUler  will  please  supplement  these  instructions  from  the  previous 
instructions  given  him  for  Rut g eft  Hemiricxssz  van  Sacst  as  wed 
as  by  what  he  shall,  deem  serviceable  to  me  and  by  what  I  have 
written  him  in  the  letter,  which  planck  must  follow  as  if  I  had  done 
it  myself  and  written  it  with  my  own  hand. 

If  any  of  my  men  need  any  provisions  or  other  necessaries 
aside  from  those  which  I  send  along,  they  shall  make  the  same 
known  to  the  aforesaid  officer  Jacob  planck,  who  shall  make  a 
note  thereof  and  request  the  same  wholesale  of  the  commiscn  of 
the  Company  at  a  reasonable  price,  as  I  in  return  shall  furnish 
them  from  what  I  have  in  stock,  giving  and  receiving  proper  re- 
ceipts on  both  sides,  and  of  this  Iacob  planck  shall  make  a  proper 
distribution  among  my  men  and  keep  a' correct  account  thereof, 
issuing  nothing  extravagantly  but  managing  the  whole  carefully. 
At  all  events,  it  is  my  decided  wish  that  none  of  my  men  shall 
privately  get  anything  at  my  charge  from  the  commiscn  of  the 
Company,  but  everything  by  the  order  and  management  of  the 
aforesaid  Jacob  plan ck. 

While  at  the  Manhatans,  he  shall  With  the  director  seek  to  bring 
about  that  Wullfert  Gcrriissz  or  his  son  move  up  the  river  with 
some  animals,  on  reasonable  terms,  being  willing  to  give  him  the 
terms  of  Ilcndrick  Conduit  according  to  the  accompanying  contract 
under  No.  D. 

X.  B.  Further,  to  take  care  not  to  furnish  to  any  one  more  than 
is  due  to  him.  but  having  them  give  me  credit  for  the  money  which 
•  have  furnished  and  advanced  them  here,  telling  jaspar  fcrlijn 
tvhat  my  agreement  is  with  Maryn  Adriacnssz,  of  which  agreement 
as  well  as  of  that  with  him,  Jasper  fcrlyn,  the  originals  are  here- 
with enclosed  under  the  letters  K,  L,  M,  together  with  the  receipts 
of  what  T  have  paid  here. 
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As  soon  as  possible,  he  shall  proceed  on  his  voyage  up  the  river 
and  it  would  be  well  it  some  animals  went  along  too,  also  the 
goods  which  were  sent  with  him  from  here  and  some  suitable 
servants. 

On  his  arrival  there,  with  God's  help,  he  shall  settle  on  West 
Island,  first  trying  to  store  his  goods  safely,  then  causing  his  house 
to  be  erected  in  the  appointed  place  antd  further  doing  everything 
that  the  contract  which  he  has  entered  into  with  me  implies. 

At  the  first  opportunity  he  shall  choose  three  schepens  from 
among  the  fittest  of  my  colonists,  and  administer  to  them  the 
proper  oath,  so  that  he  can  hold  court  if  need  be,42  and  in  order 
that  everything  may  proceed  in  an  orderly  manner,  I  give  him 
three  books  to  take  along,  which  he  must  keep  carefully  and  study 
diligently,  to  wit:  Ars  notariatus  ;  Damhouwcr  hit  Criminecl;  and 
further,  praxcos  Civilis,  oftc  maniere  van  Proccdcrcn,  under  Nos. 
Q,  R  and  S. 

He  shall  take  care  that  the  men  work  diligently,  every  one  ac- 
cording to  his  contract,  causing  the  carpenter  to  complete  the  houses 
and  build  the  enclosures  for  the  animals,  and  in  particular  he  shall 
have  the  poisonous  weeds  destroyed. 

And  in  order  that  he  may  establish  as  many  farms  as  possible 
in  the  aforesaid  colony,  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  following. 

First,  the  animals  which  Commander  JVou'tcr  van  Tiviller  may 
have  bought  for  the  aforesaid  patroon,  separately,  before  the  de- 
livery of  the  contract  made  with  Air  Paauw,  as  well  as  his  half  of 
those  which  may  be  bought  thereafter. 

Then,  the  three  young  horses,  to  wit,  two  mares  and  one  stallion 
bought  of  Peter  Minuit,  which  [stallion]  Director  van  Tiviller 
woidd  like  to  have  exchanged  for  an  old  mare,  but  this  can  not  be 
done  as  the  patroon  can  establish  a  farm  with  the  said  three  horses, 
being  willing  to  pay  van  Tiviller  for  their  care  as  much  as  he  shad 
wish. 

Further,  the  animals  which  Jlrulffert  Gerritsscn  or  his  son  may 
bring  up  the  river. 

Finally,  as  many  animals  as  he  shall  see  fit  to  send  up  the  river 
from  farms  Nos.  2  and  3,  of  Cerrit  de  Renx  and  Bylevelt,  who 
bought  the  said  animals  and  tools  and  in  turn  sold  and  delivered 
them  to  him,  the  patroon,  absolutely,  without  restriction  as  to 


43  Hyde  cerste  gclcgentheyt  sal  hi}  cligcrcn  drye  Sclicpcnen  de  bequacmstc  uijt  myn 
Vclck  deselvf  afinemende  den  bchoorlycken  Eedt  oj>  dot  Iiy  des  noots  sijtida  de  Rccht- 
banck  !<cn  sfanr.cn. 


VAX  RENSSELAER  P-OWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


term  of  lease,  except  only  that  the  patroon  has  agreed  to  pay  the 
balance  of  the  purchase  money  to  the  Company  and  to  return  the 
number  of  two  horses  and  two  cows  when  he  has  them  to  spare. 
It  must  be  noted  that  in  the  contract  which  the  farmers  have  made 
with  the  Company,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  under  No. 
V,  two  tilings  arc  to  be  considered :  first,  the  sale  of  burses,  cows, 
wagons,  plows,  etc.,  for  the  sum  of  f6oo,  to  be  paid  in  six  years, 
together  with  two  horses,  two  cows,  etc.,  to  be  returned  when  they 
have  them  to  spare,  which  sale  is  final  and  neither  may  nor  can 
be  retracted  without  consent  on  both  sides ;  secondly,  a  lease  of  the 
farms  with  the  houses  thereon  for  the  term  of  six  years  and  no 
longer,  on  condition  of  payment  of  the  sixth  sheave,  the  delivery 
of  one  firkin  of  butler  and  the  grain  to  the  Company,  etc.,  at  the 
end  of  which  period  the  animals  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
purchasers  and  the  farms  revert  to  the  Company  and  each  is 
allowed  to  do  with  his  own  as  he  sees  fit,  without  stipulation  on  the 
part  of  the. Company  thai,  the  animals  must  remain  at  the  Man- 
hatans.  But,  as  the  Company  has  ordered  Gerrlt  de  Rcux  and 
Vleter  Bylevelt  home  before  the  expiration  of  their  term  and  would 
not  permit  them  to  return  thither,  they  are  thereby  released  from 
the  terms  of  the  lease  and  still  have  a  claim  on  the  Company  for 
the  profits  which  they  might  have  made  on  the  farms  during  the 
remaining  years  and  for  the  loss  which  they  suffered  by  reason  of 
being  oblige d  to  sell  their  animals  and  tools  at  a  low  and  poor 
price  to  him,  Rensselaer,  nobody  at  the  Manhafans  being  willing 
to  accept  them;  and  although  he,  Rensselaer,  bought  the  said 
animals  with  no  other  view  and  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
transport  them  to  his  colony,  willingly  agreeing  to  pay  the  Com- 
pany the  dues  which  they  could  claim  by  virtue  of  the  sale,  they 
have  nevertheless  refused  to  let  him  have  the  same,  which  loss  lie 
expects  to  recover  according  to  his  remonstrance  delivered  to  the 
Assemble  of  the  XIX,  as  the  number  of  the  said  animals  has  not 
only  not  increased  and  grown,  but  decreased  and  become  less;  audi 
in  order  that  no  further  loss  may  result  therefrom,  Rensselaer  re- 
quests once  more  that  the  animals  and  tools  which  still  remain  on 
the  aforesaid  two  farms  may  be  made  free  and  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal to  be  transported  to  his  colony,  otherwise  he  will  hereafter 
seek  to  recover  the  loss  which  he  may  still  incur  and  have  to  suffer 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  sec  fit. 

43  These  instructions  broken  off  on  account  of  lack  of  time  shall 

"Note  in  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
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be  completed  in  my  name  by  Director  Wouiicr  vn  Twiiler.  This 
27th  of  April  1634,  at  Amsterdam.  Underneath  was  written: 
KVR. 

List  of  papers  given  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck14 

[April  27,  163 /] 

The  following  papers  given  to  Officer  Jacob  Planck  to  take  with 
him : 

A  B  C  Three  extracts,  one  of  the  19th  of  December  1633,  one 
of  the  27th  of  March  1634  fro'm  the  Assembly  of  the 
XIX,  and  one  of  the  24th  of  .Xovember  1633  from  the 
Chamber  of  Amsterdam 

D  Contract  made  with  Hcndrick  Conduit,  who  has  given  it 

up 

E  Names  of  the  persons  who  will  now  sail,  with  the  in- 

voice of  the  goods  which  I  send  by  jacob  Planck  to 
be  sold  in  that  country 

F  Contract  made  with  Lubbcrt  Ghysbcvtssz  Rademakcr 

van  Blaricum 

G  H        Two  copies  of  the  contracts  made  with  Mr  Michicl 

Paauzv,  N°.  8  and  9  above 
I  Copy  of  the  permit  to  Pietcr  Pictcrssz^  to  sell  his 

animals 

K  L  M    Original  contracts  with  Marijn  Ariacnscn  and  jaspar  fcr- 

lijn  and  receipt  for  certain  moneys 
X  Copy  of  the  contract  made  with  Cornells  Tcuniscn  ran 

Brcuckclcn ,  carpenter  and  mason 
O  A  rough  drawing  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck 

P  Instructions  given  to  Jacob  planck  to  take  with  him 

Q  R  S     Three  books.  Ars  Notarlatus,  DaniJwuder,  ]\Janicre  van 

Proccdcrcn 

T  Abstract  of  payments  made  to  my  men  here 

V  Copy  of  the  contract  with  the  farmers 

YY  Protest  to  the  Company  on  account  of  the  animals  of 

reux  and  bylevclt,  which  the  notary  lias  gone  out  to 

serve10 

41  V.  I'.B.  MjjjiJ  Letter  Book,  f.-}. 
43  Pietcr    Pietcrsz  Rijtvelt. 

4rt  The  last  four  items  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer. 


Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  the  director  and  council  in  New 

Netheriand47 
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Honorable,  prudent,  very  discreet  gentlemen:  Enclosed  I  send 
your  honors  a  copy  of  the  protest  made  in  my  name  to  the  lords 
directors  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  this 
city,  demanding"  that  they  turn  over  to  me  the  animals,  wagons 
and  other  tools  which  are  still  on  the  respective  farms  of  gerrii 
de  reux  and  pieter  Bilcvelt,  also  that  they  repay  me  for  the  damage 
already  suffered  by  reason  of  the  detention  and  in  case  of  refusal 
still  to  be  suffered. 

But  inasmuch  as  the  said  directors  have  entered  into  further 
consultation  with  me  and  agreed  to  send  the  said  protest  with  this 
open  letter  to  you  under  cover  from  themselves,  I  hereby  very 
kindly  request  you  to  take  this  matter  up  without  delay,  duly  con- 
sidering- that  neither  de  Reux  nor  pieter  bijlcvclt  are  cause  of  the 
removal  of  the  animals  before  the  stipulated  time  of  six  years, 
but  the  Company  itself,  which  has  summoned  them  home  and  pre- 
vented them  from  returning  thither;  for  if  they  eject  from  farm^ 
belonging  to  the  Company,  they  can  not  with  reason  refuse  the 
said  people  the  permission  to  take  with  them  the  animals  and  tools 
which  belong  to  them  and  which,  not  being  able  to  find  any  pur- 
chaser at  the  manhatans,  they  were  obliged -to  sell  to  me  for  my 
colony. 

I  doubt  not  therefore  but  the  director  and  council  will  under- 
stand tins  as  I  do,  the  more  so  as  the  Company  will  thereby  not 
be  inconvenienced  in  the  least,  as  there  are  plenty  of  other  animals 
at  the  Manhatans  which  the  farmers  according  to  their  contracts 
are  bound  to  deliver  to  the  Company;  however,  if  the  aforesaid 
two  farms  shall  be  put  in  the  same  condition  as  the  six  farms  were 
when  first  leased,  I  am  . willing  to  take  one  of  them  on  the  former 
terms.  I  hope  that  Officer  dincklagen,  who  now  sails  thither,  will 
take  the  other  for  himself,  as  thereby  much  damage  and  trouble 
which  must  otherwise  necessarily  result  will  be  avoided  and  no  one, 
as  far  as  the  future  is  concerned,  will  be  offended.  And  as  to  what 
is  past,  if  Officer  noitelman  gives  me  animals, equal  in  number  and 

*■  V.  K.  II.  Wss,  Letter  licoh,  f.7d». 
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quality  to  those  lie  received  on  the  farm  of  Rcux,  I  am  willing  to 
aliow  for  the  increase  and  grow  th  by  the  yearly  payment  to  th  ; 
Company  of  fioo,  subject  to  arbitration  and  decision  by  the  di- 
rector and  council  as  to  who  of  us  shall  reimburse  the  other;  and 
in  case  the  same  should  not  be  decided  with  nottclman  before  his 
departure,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  seek  redress  from  the  Company, 
which  has  detained  them  through  its  director,  Croll.  But  relying 
on  your  honor's  discretion  I  hope  that  it  will  end  in  such  way  that 
nobody  will  be  offended  or  curtailed  in  his  rights,  but  in  the  oppo- 
site case  this  enclosed  protect  will  serve  me  to  maintain  my  good 
right. 

And  as  I  have  proposed  several  other  things  to  the  lords  directors 
which  they  have  likewise  referred  to  your  honors,  I  shall  make 
brief  mention  thereof. 

First,  as  my  mill  in  the  colony,  where  the  grain  for  the  men  of 
Tort  Orange  is  ground,  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  Company 
inasmuch  as  the  Company  has  no  other  mill  there  and  as  the  same 
is  situated  somewhat  far  from  my  house  standing  on  the  farm  of 
dclaetsbitrgh  and  could  easily  be  damaged  by  the  savages  (to  great 
inconvenience,  especially  in  the  winter  season  when  the  water  is 
closed  and  one  can  not  get  down  any  more4^)  I  would  request  that 
two  or  three  persons  f-rom  the  garrison  of  Fort  Orange  with  their 
arms  might  in  turn  be  ordered  to  protect  and  defend  the  said  mill, 
in  return  for  which  I  undertake  to  cause  a  suitable  guardhouse  to 
be  built  at  my  expense  in  which  they  can  defend  themselves,  which 
in  any  event  will  also  serve  as  a  good  watchhouse  against  any 
attack  which  the  savages  may  attempt.  Secondly,  to  prevent  a--, 
much  as  possible  all  unnecessary  expenses,  that  five  or  six  persons 
from  the  aforesaid  garrison  of  Fort  Orange  may  be  permitted  to 
work  during  the  day  on  the  farms  which  I  intend  to  establish 
around  the  aforesaid  fort  and  during  the  night  be  required  to  kee;- 
close  watch,  on  condition  that  I  pay  their  board  and  the  Company 
the  wages,  or  I  the  wages  and  the  Company  the  board  ;  and  in  th' 
way,  one  hand  washing  the  other,  great  unity  and  love  ma}-  je 
brought  about  between  the  men  of  the  fort  and  those  of  my  c  ony 
so  that  they  may  assist  each  other  faithfully  in  time  of  need. 
Thirdly,  that  the  conunis  at  Fort  (  )range  may  expressly  be  charged 
by  tlie  director  and  council,  according  to  article  25  of  the  Freedoms 
of  the  patroons,  to  take  all  my  people,  houses,  animals  and  other 
things  under  the  Company's  protection  and  defense;  as  I  on  my 

M  That  is:  Hie  people  can  not  get  to  New  Amsterdam  when  the  Hudson  is  frozen. 
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side,  have  ordered  my  officer  to  assist  the  Company  or  its  people 
w  ith  life  and  limb  in  all  dangers  that  occur.  Lastly,  that  there  may 
be  granted  to  me  as  a  loan  or  on  proper  security,  one  of  the  two 
brew  kettles  which  are  in  that  country  and  that  the  commisen  of  the 
Company  and  my  ofticer  may  mutually  accommodate  one  another 
at  moderate  prices  with  that  which  one  has  to  spare  and  the  other 
needs ;  whereupon  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity your  favorable  resolution  so  far  as  the  service  of  the  Com- 
pany will  allow,  and  finally,  pray  God  Almighty,  etc. 


Order  of  Michiel  Pauw  to  Kiliaevr  van  Rensselaer  for  payment 

of  bill441 

April  30,  1634 


19  persons  1  child 
6  persons  3  children 

25  persons  4  children 
the  children  at  half  pay, 
there  are  27  persons  at 
10  st  makes  1 13  :io, 
amounts  for  my  share 
to  U:i  r" 


Endorsed]    1634  2  May 
rcij)iicr  panic 

%  r.  R.  a.  Mss  s. 

Nfarginal  note  and  form  of  rci 


Mr  Kiliacn  van  rcnselacr  will  please 

pay  my  son  R cynic r  paainv 

22  wdieat  bags  at  18  stivers  each  f  19  16 

1  schepel  colza  f  2  10 

the  share  in  a  tun  of  beer,  four  cheeses 
and  16  loaves  of  bread,  costing  13 
guilders  4  stivers  —  so  much  thereof 
as  your  honor  in  justice  shall  find 
proper. 

I  have  19  persons  and  one  child 
Done  30  April  1634 

[signed]  M  Paauw 
Received  from  the  hands  of  Kiliacn  vn 
Rcnselacr  on  account  of  his  colony  of 
Rensselaer swyck  the  sum  of  f26:i  for 
the  above  account,  this  2d  of  May 
1634  in  Amsterdam50 

[signed]    Rcynicr  paauw 

.    .    .  122:6 

eij>t  in  handwriting  of  Kiliacn  van  ^Rensselaer. 
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van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter  Roeloffsz51 

[May,  1634?] 

Pieter  Roeloffscn,  burgomaster  at  Sxvol 

Worthy,  wise,  prudent.,  very  discreet  Sir :  According  to  the 
advice  of  our  confraier.  Air  Michael  Faauzv,  I  send  you  herewith 
the  papers  to  be  handed  to  the  advocate's.  Botgreve,  Jtterisum52  and 
Tweenhuysen,  requesting  your  honor  to  be  pleased  to  do  this  at  the 
first  opportunity  and  to  procure  in  the  speediest  manner  the  solution 
of  the  proposed  questions,  as  the  matter  will  be  submitted  to  their 
High  Mightinesses' -committee  on  Tuesday  after  Pinkster,  at  the 
Hague;  whereby  you  will  do  us  a  singular  favor  which  we  shall 
not  neglect  to  return  gratefully  whenever  there  is  opportunity. 
Please  return  the  documents  to  me,  addressing  your  honor's  letter 
to  me,  the  underwritten,  residing,  etc.,  in  order  that  they  may  not 
be  lost.    Wherewith  ending,  and  Vale. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck5?* 

May  2,  1634 

To  Jacob  plane!:,  officer  of  Rensselaerswyck,  at  7V.iv//,  on  the  ship 
d'eeiidracht 

2  'May  1634,  in  Amsterdam 

Enclosed  I  send  you  an  open  letter  to  the  director  and  council  in 
New  Netherland  together  with  the  protest'4  which  I  thought  the 
lords  directors  would  have  enclosed  in  their  letter ;  but  as  they 
could  not  quite  decide  1  send  it  herein  under  cover,  to  read  over 
the  contents  and  transmit  it  thus  open  in  my  name,  to  the  director 
and  council,  requesting  an  answer  to  the  points  therein  mentioned 
and,  in  case  of  refusal  as  to  the  animals,  that  the  enclosed  pro- 
test may  have  its  course,  lie  fore  you  transmit  the  letter,  copy  the 
protest  and  the  letter,  and  if  the  matter  can  in  any  way  be  equitably 
settled,  prefer  peace  to  trouble  as  1  judge  also  that  the  directors  will 
write  likewise  to  the  director  and  council  to  do  what  is  right.  If 
they  had  enclosed  my  writing  [it  would  mean  that]  they  had  com- 
pletely granted  my  request;  they  have  therefore  made  difficulty 
about  enclosing  it  in  their  letter.-,  and  the  work  has  been  impeded 

61  V.  R.  D.  Mji,  Letter  Book,  1.76b. 

62  Should  probably  be  Ittersum. 

M  V.  R.  D.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f.76.  This  letter  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer. 

M  Protest  to  t'.ie  We  t  India  Company,  April  27,   1 6 j 4,  printed  on  p.  290-92. 


VAN   RENSSELAER   BOWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


3OI 


somewhat  also  because  Mr  V ogclaer55  has  resigned  his  commis- 
sionership56  of  New  Netherland.    Herewith,  vale. 

N.  B.  That  I  have  also  kept  here  a  copy  of  the  protest  with  the 
report  of  the  notary,  placed  with  other  papers  of  mine  which  I  have 
kept  here.  Memorandum. 

Arbitration  of  accounts  of  Pieter  Bijlvelt  and  Kiliaen  van 

Rensselaer1"'7 

June  21,  1634 

After  submission  of  the  case  at  issue  between  Mrs  bylevelts, 
plaintiff,  and  Mr  Kiliaen  van  rensclacr,  she  claiming;  the  sum  of 
So  guilders  in  payment  for  a  cow  and  also  50  guilders  as  balance  of 
a  larger  amount  in  the  matter  and  transfer  of  a  farm  with  its  ap- 
purtenances on  the  Manhatas  in  New  Netherland,  the  underwritten 
arbiters  have  rendered  the  decision  that  Mr  rensclacr  shall  pay 
Mrs  Bylcveli  the  sum  of  90  guilders,  once,  and  that  therewith  the 
open  account  shall  be  liquidated  and  settled  once  and  for  all.  In 
witness  whereof  this  has  been  signed,  21  July58  1634  at  Amsterdam, 
[signed]       M  Paauzu 

Hendrick  H ooehcanier 

I,  the  underwritten,  hereby  acknowledge  having  received  from 
the  hands  of  kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  the  above  stated  sum  of  00 
guilders  and  thank  him  for  the  due  payment  of  all  that  was  still 
outstanding  between  him  and  my  husband  piettcr  piettersen  bij- 
levclt.    Done  at  Amsterdam  this  25th  of  June  1634. 

[signed]       gcrtruijt  bijleuelts 

36  "Rd  at  50  st  foo 

[Endorsed]    Papers   of  Pictcr  Bijleveldf   concerning  the  cattle 
bought  of  him. 

1634  :  25  June 
Pr:  Bylcvclt    .    .    .  190 

w  Marcus  dc  Voprclacr,  director  of  the  West  India  Company,  Chamber  of  Amsterdam. 
r>cT.act,  Iacrlijck  Vcrhacl,  introd. 
Ccmmischap. 
•»  V.  R.  B.  Mss  10. 

M  Probably  an  error  for  21  Tunc  1634. 
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Examination  of  Bastiaen  Jansz  Krolr'° 
June  30,  1634 

TRANSLATED  BY    MRS   ALAN    II .  STRONG 

Examination  of  Bastiacn  Jansz  Crol,  former  director  of  New 
Netherland,  being-  39  years  of  age, 'conducted  at  the  request  of 
the  patroons  by  Notary  Justus  ran  dc  Ven,  at  Amsterdam,  the 
30th  of  June  1634 

1.  In  what  capacity,  and  for  how  long-  he  was  in  the  service  of 
the  West  India  Company  in  New  Netherland. 

He  states  that  he  set  out  as  comforter  of  the  sick  and  made  a 
voyage  and  stay  of  jl/2  months  in  that  country.  He  went  out  for 
the  second  time  in  the  same  capacity,  and  after  he  had  been  away 
about  15  months,  he  was  appointed  to  the  directorship  at  Fort 
Orange  on  the  North  River  and  held  the  same  for  three  years. 
The  third  time  lie  went  out  again  as  director  of  Fort  Orange  and 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection  served  again  for  about  two  years. 
After  which  he  was  elected  director  general  of  New  Netherland  at 
Fort  Amsterdam  on  the  island  Manhatcs,  lying  at  the  mouth  of 
the  aforesaid  North  River  also  named  Mauritius,  and  served  in  this 
office  13  months. 

2.  Whether,  when  residing  at  Fort  Orange,  he  did  not  hear  from 
the  chiefs  of  the  Maquaas  that  there  had  formerly  traded  with  them 
a  certain  Hans  Jorisz  Hontom,  who  had  first  for  skipper  Jacob 
Eclkcns,  whom  he  later  employed  as  his  supercargo. 

Yes. 

3.  Whether  a  misunderstanding  did  not  arise  between  himself 
and  Jioutom,  who  had  taken  prisoner  one  of  the  chiefs. 

Yes. 

4.  Whether,  although  the  ransom  was  paid  by  the  chief's  sub- 
jects, Hontom,  in  spite  of  his  promise,  did  not  emasculate  the 
chief,  hang  the  severed  member  on  the  stay  and  so  killed  the 
SackimaJ0 

Yes. 

m  Tliis  document  was  not  in  the  r'<T"  Rensselaer  Bowier  collection  when  placer!  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  editor.  Tt  is  printed  in  Dutch  in  Ou1  Holland,  1800,  8:^87-80,  as 
Appendix  II  to  Mr  de  Roever's  articles  on  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswych  under  the 
title:  tnt err 0 g(ft air  van  Bastiaen  Jans~  Crol,  gezvezen  dirccteur  in  Nieuzv-Nederland, 
oud  30  jarcn.  ten  zer-oeke  der  f-atroncn,  gehouden  door  den  notaris  Justus  van  de  Ven, 
te  /Imstcrdam,  den  30  Juni  1634. 

i(>  Dutch  f<.r  sachem,  chief. 
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5.  Whether  in  1633,  while  he,  Crol,  was  still  director  of  New 
Netherland,  the  above  named  Hans  Hontom  did  not  come  in  the 
capacity  of  director  of  Fort  Orange  and  councilor  in  New  Nether- 
land. 

Yes. 

6.  Whether  he  did  not  sec  that  a  month  after  the  arrival  of 
Hontom,  there  had  also  arrived  Jacques  Eelkens,  coming  with  his 
flute61  from  London,  and  whether  he  did  not  at  once  go  up  the 
river  to  Fort  Orange. 

Yes. 

7.  Whether  he  was  not  asked  by  his  successor,  the  new  director 
van  Twiller,  to  go  again  to  Fort  Orange  in  the  service  of  the  W.  I. 
Company,  in  order  to  prevent  Eelkens  from  trading  there. 

Yes. 

8.  Whether,  when  he  came  up  there,  Jacques  Eelkens  was  not 
already  there  and  trading  in  a  tent  he  had  erected  behind  Castle 
Island  on  the  mill  creek. 

Yes. 

9.  Whether  the  sloop  of  Eelkens  was  not  lying  directly  in  front 
of  the  wall  of  Fort  Orange  and  trading  there. 

Yes.  .  . 

.10.  Whether  he  [Crol]  did  not  station  himself  with  his  boat  it: 
the  Maquaas-kil  above  the  fort,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  Maquaas 
from  reaching  Eelkens. 

Yes. 

11.  Whether  on  the  following  day,  Hontom  did  not  come  to  tell 
him  that  he  might  as  well  go  away  as  he  could  manage  the  matter 
himself. 

Yes. 

12.  Whether  Eelkens  did  not  go  often  to  the  fort  and  whether 
Hontom  did  not  often  eat  in  the  tent. 

Yes. 

13.  How  long  Eelkens  traded  there. 
Four  to  live  weeks. 

How  many  skins  he  obtained. 
About  400. 

14.  Whether  he,  when  he  was  at  Fort  Orange,  was  not  present, 
when  Saqaodryoehta,  head  chief  of  the  Maqnaas/ came,  and  seeing 

1,1  Flute;  1  long  vessel  or  b^at,  with  Hat  ribs  or  floor  timbers,  round  behind  and  swelling 
in  the  middle. 
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Hontom,  at  once  packed  up  his  skins  and  rising  up,  said,  "  That 
man  is  a  scoundrel,  1  will  not  trade  with  him." 
Yes. 

15.  Whether  soon  afterwards,  the  Company's  yacht  de  Bevcr 
was  not  burned  by  the  savages  near  Fort  Orange. 

Y'es. 

16.  Whether  the  tribe  0/  the  Macqucidj,  shortly  before  he  left 
Fort  Orange  did  not  .tell  him,  as  he  understood  their  language, 
that  they  would  kill  the  said  Hans  Jorisscn  Hontom  the  first  time 
ihoy  should  find  him  alone,  and  w  hether  he  had  not  warned  Hontom 
about  this. 

Yes. 

What  answer  Hontom  made  thereto. 

4*  That  the  Maequaas  might  do  their  best/'  or  something  to  that 
effect. 

17.  Whether,  on  the  20th  July,  1633,  as  he,  Crol,  lay  ready  to 
sail  for  the  fatherland,  a  Mahican  savage,  named  Dickop,  did  not 
come  bringing  the  tidings  to  the  island  Manliatcs,  that  all  the  cattle 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Orange  had  been  killed. 

Yes. 

18.  Whether  the  dircctoi  Picter  Minnie  t,  the  predecessor  of  Crol, 
liad  not  ordered  Cornells  van  Vorst  to  keep  two  of  the  four  young 
cows  which  were  with  calf. 

Yes. 

Where  this  happened. 

In  the  house  of  Cornells  ran  Vorst  at  Pavonia,  in  the  presence 
of  P icier  Bijlevelt  and  shortly  before  the  departure  of  Minuit. 

19.  Whether  An  dries  Hud  den,  co  minis  of  stores,  did  not  also 
furnish  a  cow  to  van  Vorst. 

Yes. 

20.  Whether  W outer  van  Twiller,  director,  in  March  1633,  about 
10  months  after  the  delivery,  took  away  these  cattle  from  Cornclis 
van  Vorst. 

Yes. 

For  what  reason  ? 

lie  said  lie  had  bought  them  from  Minuict. 

2T,  Whether  van  Twiller  did  not  give  van  Vorst  three  other  cows 
in  their  place. 
Yes. 

[Signed] 

Witnesses,  Egbert  Jans"j 
and  bastiacn  Jansz  hrol 

Johannes  v.d,  Hulst 
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Bill  of  Michiel  Pauw  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  for  his  share  in 
expenses  of  patroonships  in  New  Netherlands2 

July  20,  1634 

The  general  account  of  the  three  patroonships  in  New 

Xetherland,  drawn  up  at  the  Hague,  amounts  io  £563  11 

to  be  paid  by  each.  J/3  fiS/  17 

Mr  rensclmr  advanced    f  68 

paid  to  M  paauw   fi02  18 

must  still  pay  to  the  same   f  16  19 


fiS;  17 

20  July  1634,  Amsterdam 

[signed]    M  Paauzv 

Herein  is  not  included  what  is  due  and  shall  become  due  the 

notary  vandcr  venne 
1634  the  25th  of  July,  paid  to  the  maid  servant  of  Mr  Michael 
paauw  in  the  presence  of  danicl  vandcr  Schcldcn 

6  Rd  at  50  st    .    .    .  fi5 
Small  coin*5  f  1  19 

Total  f  16  19  as  above 

[signed]       danicl  vandcr  Schcldcn 
[Kndorsed] 

1634  :  25  June''4  michiel  pautv  f  16  19 

62  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  9. 
w  moncta. 

r''  Apparently  a  mistake  for  July. 
20 
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Account  of  the  jurisdictions,  management  and  condition  of  the 
territories  named  Rensselaerswyck,;r' 

July  20,  1634 

TRANSLATED  BY   MRS  ALAN   II.  STRONG 

Account  of  the  jurisdictions,  management  and  condition  of  the 
territories  named  Rensselaerswyek,  situated  in  New  Nether- 
land  on  the  river  of  the  Prince  Mauritius;  communicated  in 
writing  upon  express  condition  de  -non  praejudicando.  This 
20th  of  July  1634 

Comprising-  the  whole  district  with  all  the  lands  formerly  in- 
habited by  and  belonging  to  the  free,  rich  and  well  known  nation 
named  the  Mahikans,  who  had  a  language  of  their  own  and  hi  the 
year  1625  would  not  give  up  or  sell  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands 
even  at  the  request  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company. 

But  since  Daniel  van  Kriechcnbecck,  former  cdmmis  at  Fort 
Orange,  involved  and  engaged  these  same  Manhykans  in  needless 
wars  with  the  warlike  nation  of  the  Maqttacs,  their  former  friends 
and  neighbors,  they  lost  in  the  beginning  their  general  chief 
named  Monnemin,  and  subsequently  were  so  hard  pressed  from 
time  to  time,  especially  by  the  defeat  they  suffered  in  1629,  that 
they  resolved  in  the  years  1630  and  163 1  to  sell  and  transfer  their 
said  lands  with  all  their  rights,  jurisdiction  and  authority  to  and 
for  the  behoof  of  K  ilia  en  van  Rensselaer,  the  present  owner  and 
lawful  possessor  of  the  before  mentioned  regions,  according  to  the 
respective  deeds  of  cession  and  transfer  of  date  August  13,  1630. 
and  May  163 1. 

First,  the  free  lordship  and  jurisdiction  named  Saiickhagag. 
lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  beginning  from  Bccrcn  Island 
and  expending  up  to  Smax  Island,  having  along  the  shore  of  the 
river  about  210  morgens  of  "cleared  land  now  ready  to  put  animal^ 
on,  for  raising  hay  -and  cultivating  with  the  plow,  and  extending 

65  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f. 77-70!).  entitled:  Narvc  van  dc  gercchtichcden,  directie 
en  't  we  sen  van  de  tcrritoiren  gen.  Rcnsselacrsiuijck,  gclegen  in  N'icnw-N ede riant  op 
de  rcvicre  van  d'vorst  Mauritius  gecommun iciecrt  in  scriptis  omlcr  exprcs  bedinck  dc 
non    pracjudicand  o.    Desert    so   July  Printed    in    Dutch    in    Oud   Holland,  1.80,0. 

8:260-65,  as  Appendix  F  to  Mr  de  Roever's  articles  on  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyek 
This  important  memorandum  was  prepared  by  Kiiiaen  van  Rensselaer  for  the  use  of  a 
committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  which  was  considerinc;  the  purchase  of  the 
colonies  as  a  means  of  settling  the  disputes  which  had  arisen  between  the  patroons  and 
the  Company  regarding  the  interpretation  to  be  g'uen  to  the  charter  of  Freedoms  and 
Exemptions. 
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two  days'  journey  inland,  bought  from  their  chief  Paapsickcnchas 
with  his  accompanying-  councilors  and  co-owners,  Kcraptac,  Nan- 
kpufamhai  and  Siclccnoscn.  Which  aforesaid  and  the  other  further 
to  be  named  lordships  are  endowed  with  such  prerogatives  and 
privileges  as  the  honorable  Michael  Pamv  has  stated  in  his  declara- 
tion Which,  for  brevity's  sake,  it  is  needless  to  repeat" here,  reference 
being  made  to  tin's  declaration  for  them  and  such  other  prerogatives 
as  may  especially  belong  to  these  lordships. 

Secondly  and  thirdly,  the  free  lordships  and  jurisdictions  named 
Petanoch  and  Ncgagonse,  the  first  including  ail  the  territory  to  the 
south  and  north  of  the  mill  creek,  comprising  also  the  West  Island, 
containing  in  all  more  than  240  morgens  of  cleared  land  and  fertile 
soil,  with  three  farms  named  as  follows,  Rcnsclac rs-Burc h,  JVclys- 
Burch  and  Godijns-Burch;  that  of  Ncgagonse,  including  all  the 
lands  and  two  parcels  up  to  Moiinemin's  Castle  containing  much 
over  350  morgens  of  cleare  1  land  as  above,  with  the  following 
farm  called  Blommcicrts-Bit rc h,  everything  along  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  and  inland  indefinitely ;  bought  of  the  respective  chiefs, 
councilors  and  owners  Kottomack ,  Nawaneniith,  Abanizcnce, 
Sag ishna,  Kannanioc c k . 

Fourthly,  the  free  lordship  and  jurisdiction  named  Scmezecch, 
lying  on  the  ea-t  side  of  the  river,  bought  from  the  aforesaid 
Nawanermih,  having  belonged  exclusively-  to  him;  containing  a 
watermill  and  farm  called  dc  Laets-Bureji  with  a  crystal  rock  and 
several  beautiful  groves,  to  which  must  be  added  the  land-  which 
Paapsickcuuikas  at  present  still  possesses  and  which  are  ordered 
to  be  bought,  the  same  containing  together  400  morgens  of  cleared 
land.GG 

Fifthly,''7  the  islands  of  Paapsickcnchas  with  the  mainland  lying 
on  the  east  shore,  bought  by  Jacob  Planck,  the  23d  of  April  1 637. 
from  the  following  chiefs  and  OWners,  Caschot,  Onhascmc,  Kqni- 
kebock,  Shkczvopc,  Noscnae  and  Ochkock,  and  payment  ma  le  with 
seawatt,  duffels,  axes,  knives  and  other  merchandise. 

So  that  the  territory  of  the  MaJnkans,  who  in  their  time  were 
over  1600  strong,  has  all  together  over  T200  morgens  of  cleared 
land  ami  far  more  than  1 6,000  morgens  of  mountain  and  valley, 
forest  and  marsh,  with  all  kinds  of  game  and  fowl,  the  1200 
cleared  morgens  being  not  only  fat.  clayev  soil  of  itself  but  yearly 
enriched  by  the  overflow  of  high  water  there  when  the  ice  breaks 

m  Cf.  v.o\c  «n  p.  1,67. 

87  This  paragraph  was  inserted  later. 
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and  jams.  The  same  lies  ordinarily  from  three  to  five  feet  above 
the  water,  according  as  the  tide  runs  high  or  low  (and  yet  it  is 
fresh  water)  and  ships  of  over  120  lasts  can  sail  up  there  from  the 
sea. 

The  lands  described  above  having  been  bought,  all  possible  dili- 
gence was  applied  to  populate  the  same  with  Christians,  to  purchase 
animals  and  to  send  thither  all  kind*  of  tools  and  necessaries, 
namely,  in  the  year  1630,  in  charge  of  the  farm  overseer  Wolff acrt 
Gerrittsen,  besides  those  who  deserted  him  :ns 

rnlger  hendricksen  van  Socst 
brant  peelcn  vander  Mieckarck 
beerent  Iansen  van  esen[enf] 
roeloff  I  an  sen  van  masterlant 
annctgen  Jans,  his  wife 

Sara  and  trintgen  roeloff  s,  his  daughters  with  another  child 
born  before  in  that  country60 

Clacs  claescn  van  vlccker 

Jacob  Goyucrttscn  van  Ditto 

Zee  get  lansscn  vander  nieckarck 
Besides  sending  12  ewes  with  lamb,  orders  were  given  to  buy  all 
kinds  of  animals  in  the  country  there,  so  that  the  aforesaid  persons 
had  in  the  year  1631  established  two  line  farms,  one  on  West 
Island,  named  Rensselaer  sburch,  provided  with  a  convenient  dwell- 
ing, the  sides  and  gable  built  up  with  brick,  long  and  wide  as  re- 
quired; in  addition  two  hay  barracks,  each  of  five  poles  fifty  feet 
high;  also  a  barn  and  sheepcote  and  other  necessaries.  Eight 
morgens  of  land  were  plowed  in  the  year  1632.  On  the  14th  of 
April,  1633,  there  were  to  be  found  thereon: 

6  horses,  including  2  mares  with  foal 

5  head  of  cattle,  including  2  cows  with  calf 

6  hogs 
16  sheep 

and  in  the  same  year  were  raised  14  morgens  of  fine  winter 

wheat 
2  morgens  ditto  rye 

4  morgens  of  summer  seed,  oats,  peas,  etc. 

rx  At  this  and  other  points  of  the  document  Mr  dc  Roever  has  a  footnote  saying: 
"  Here  follows  a  part  of  the  names  of  the  persons  already  given  in  Appendix  P."  For 
the  s'«ke  of  the  completeness  of  the  document  and  because  t he  Append'*  D  has  been 
replaced  by  a  different  list  of  colonists,  the  names  have  here  been  restored  t>  their 
proper  place. 

*•  met  noch  een  hint  dacrtctooru  Int  lant  gcbooren. 
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The  house  was  furnished  with  all  kinds  of  farm  implements  and 
necessaries  for  the  animals  and  for  the  comfort  and  support  of  the 
people  and  what  further  was  needful. 

The  above  mentioned  persons  further  established  another  farm 
in  the  lordship  of  Scmelzecck,  named  dc  Laetsburch,  on  the  east  side 
o-f  the  river;  but  as  this  house  was  burned  by  accident,  they  built 
again  another  brick  house,  So  feet  long,  the  threshing  floor  25  feet 
wide  and  the  beams  12  feet  high,  up  to  the  ceiling:  further,  a  hay 
barrack  of  4  poles,  50  feet  above  the  ground,  with  barn  and  sheep- 
cote.  They  were  also  provided  with  a  sailing  vessel,  etc.,  as  men- 
tioned above,  and  in  the  year  1632  cultivated  5  morgens  of  land,  and 
in  April  1633.,  the  farm  was  found  to  contain: 
6  horses,  including  2  yearlings 

4  head  of  cattle,  including  one  ox  and  one  bull 

5  hogs 
22  sheep 

6  morgens  winter  wheat 
1  ditto  rye 

3  ditto  summer  grain 
Again  in  the  year  163 1,  there  were  sent  thither  from  here: 

lourens  lourensscn  van  coppenhaegen,  millwright 

bcrent  tJionissen  van  hcyUgensont 

Maryn  adriaensen  vandcr  Vcere 

lysbct  thysen,  his  wife 

a  son  born  before  in  that  country70 

Jasper  ferlyn  vandcr  Gottzv 

Jan  tliycrts  van  fro  nicker 

Cornells  inaessen  van  bucrnwlsen 
Besides  the  above  mentioned  persons,  all  kinds  of  necessaries  for 
man  and  beast  were  sent  over,  including  eight  heifer  calves,  of 
which  seven  arrived  alive,  also  millstones,  all  kinds  of  ironwork 
and.  the  like  for  the  erection  of  a  saw  and  grist-mill,  tobacco  plaiit- 
ijig  and  farming  purposes;  whereof  is  still  in  existence  the  grist- 
mill  where  grain  is  ground  for  Fort  Orange  and  the  country  around. 

Item,  another  dwelling  home  stands  outside  of  Fort  Orange  in 
which  Marjjri  Adriaensz  is  living  with  his  family.  They  have  pre- 
pared an  enclosed  plot  of  two  morgens  in  which  to  sow  tobacco. 

In  the  year  1^32,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Com- 
pany, were  bought  from  I'ieter  Ptetersz  Bileveli  and  paid  for: 

3  horses 

9  hear!  of  cattle 

•"ecn  Soon  tc  Vooren  daer  hit  Lent  gebooren. 
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3  bull  calves  and  all  bis  farming  implements  including-  wagons, 
plows,  etc. 

Ditto,  fought  from  Pietcr  M "mulct  aside  from  the  animals  be- 
longing to  his  farm,  which  he  sold  to  the  director,  W outer  van 
Ttktter : 

3  horses 

8  head  of  cattle  and  several  hogs 
Ditto,  taken  over  from  Gerrit  The  use  n  de  Rcux,  the  animals 
belonging  to  his  farm,  namely ; 

4  horses 

4  head  of  cattle 
2  young  heifers 
4  sheep 
4  hogs 

with  all  the  farm  stock  of  wagons,  plows,  etc.,  needful  for 
farming,  and  in  addition,  of  the  increase  of  animals  belong- 
ing to  him,  also  purchased, 

I  stallion  colt 

1  young  ox 

2  heifers  and  50  guilders  consideration  paid  in  exchange  of 
a  cow  for  a  heifer. 

In  addition  to  this,  in  the  aforesaid  year  1632,  the  following  per- 
sons were  sent  over : 

Gerrit  matheussen  de  reux 

hendrick  frederich  van  bunnick 

Cornells  thonisseii  van  mcerkerck 

Marcus  ineusseu  van  Ctcylenborch 
Also  two  or  tbree  laborers  to  be  engaged  there  from  those  who 
have  served  out  their  time,  in  order  to  establish  with  the  aforesaid 
animals  and  their  increase  three  farms,  namely,  Weelys-Burck  on 
the  West  Island,  Godijns-Burch  near  the  mill  creek,  both  in  the  lord- 
skip  of  Pcjanock,  anil  Blommaerts-Burch  near  the  fourth  creek,  in 
the  lordship  of  Ncgagonse.  All  these  three  farms  would  have  been 
established  in  the  year  1633  but  that,  through  a  misunderstanding  of 
Director  Bastiaen  Janssen  Krol  who  raised  the  objection  that  he  had 
no  instructions  from  the  lords  [directors],  they  were  detained  at 
the  Manhatans.  However,  as  further  advice  has  now  come  over, 
the  said  animals  and  implements  will  be  sent  to  Reusselaerswyck, 
in  order  this  present  year  with  God's  help  to  establish  the  three 
farms  before  named,  which  was  prevented  in  the  year  1633. 
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With  which  firm  confidence,  the  following  have  been  sent  thither 
this  year  1634  : 

Lubbcrt  Gysberttsen  van  blarcom,  wheelwright 

Dh'crtgcn  Cornells,  his  wife 

Gysbcrt,  thms,  and  Ian,  their  three  sons 

Cornells  thqnissen  van  brcuckcl,  carpenter-mason 

hendrick  karstenssen  van  Norden 

Abraham  lacobssen  Planck 

and  as  the  officer  of  Renselaers  comes  home,  sent  in  his  place 
Jacob  alb  art  t  sen  plane!:,  to  rill  the  said  place  and  to  adminis- 
ter proper  justice. 

Ail  the  ahuve  mentioned  persons  have  been  supplied  with  their 
proper  necessities,  as  clothing,  provisions  and  tools,  firelocks  and 
other  needful  weapons  for  themselves,  and  for  the  people  in  that 
country,  so  that  this  last  outfitting,  with  messenger  hire  and  other 
expenses,  will  alone  amount  to  nearly  3000  guilders. 

From  the  preceding  account,  it  will  be  sufficiently  perceived  to 
what  trouble  and  expense  the  said  patroon  has  been,  what  efforts 
lie  has  made,  what  perils  his  people  and  his  animals  have  withstood, 
in  what  good  condition  the  respective  lordships  of  Renssclaerswyck 
*  now  are,  with  prospects  of  annual  improvements,  and  what  a 
quantity  of  grain  and  animals  could  be  raised  on  the  1200  morgens 
of  cleared  land,  as  good  as  here  the  B.etiizve71  or  the  Becmster12  may 
be,  there  being  no  doubt  but  that  tins  present  year  he  will  seed 
enough  land  to  produce  over  40  lasts  of  grain,  mostly  wheat,  whereto 
may  Almighty  God  lend  his  gracious  blessing.  Amen. 

The  said  patroon  therefore,  considering  all  the  prerogatives  and 
benefits,  only  touched  upon  here  in  passing  and  in  a  general  way, 
is  most  highly  inclined  to  carry  on  the  work  he  has  begun  and  ex- 
pects the  gracious  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  it  in  case  he  is  allowed 
quickly  and  oeaee fully  to  enjoy  the  granted  Freedoms  and  Exemp- 
tions according  to  their  right  meaning  and  content.  But  if  he 
should  be  hindered  therein,  lie  would  rather  negotiate  about  the 
undertaking  with  the  Chartered  West  India  Company  than  oppose 
himself  to  the  Company,  if  it  will  agree  to  offer  him  such  a  sum  of 
money  as  he  has  mentioned  before  the  honorable,  committee;  with 
tin-  reservation,  that  in  case  the  Company  should  give  the  undertak- 
ing up  again,  he  should  have  the  preference  in  accordance  with  [con- 
dition-;] further  to  be  expressed  ;  if  not,  that  the  original  of  this  memo- 

■'  *cl  note  on  p.  6$. 
'■'  Set  note  un  \>.  63. 
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randum  shall  be  handed  back  to  him  without  keeping  any  copy 
thereof  or  making  further  publication.  And  in  order  that  the  honor- 
able committee  may  have  still  further  enlightenment,  he  refers  to 
the  map  and  drawing  of  the  aforesaid  jurisdictions  and  regions 
heretofore  delivered  to  the  honorable  director  Albertus  Coenradi 
Burch  and  the  duplicate  thereof  which  remains  with  the  said 
patroon. 

This  memorandum  was  sent  with  a  letter  to  the  Hague  to  the 
honorable  Johan  Rays  director  of  the  West  India  Company,  and 
member  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  this  matter,  to  be  re- 
turned by  his  honor  in  case  no  action  is  taken  thereon.  And 
in  testimony  of  the  truth,  signed  by  my  own  hand.  Date  as 
above. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Johannes  de  Laet73 
July  21,  163 1 

TRANSLATED  BY  MRS  ALAN  II.  STRONG 

Johan  de  Laet,  at  Lcyden 

This  day,  21  July  1634,  in  Amsterdam 
Sir:  Enclosed  1  send  your  honor  a  letter  to  Air  JoJian  Raye, 
containing  a  memorandum  concerning 'the  state  and  condition  of  the 
colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  which  I  have  thought  good  to  send  first 
to  your  honor  in  order  that  your  honor  may  read  it,  and  then  at  once 
without  delay  send  it  to  the  Hague,  closing  the  letter  which  I  have 
left  open  with  your  seal. 

The  Company  delays  reply  to  our  claim7:',;1  delivered  to  it  at  the 
Hague.  It  seems  now  to  be  inclined  to  come  to  an  agreement,  to 
which  the  combined  patroons  have  consented  on  condition  of  re- 
ceiving a  reasonable  price;  I  have  asked  6000  pounds  Flemish  for 
my  colony  and  would  not  like  to  take  much  less  since  I  have  heard 
that  our  enterprise  is  in  fine  condition.  Be  so  kind  as  not  to  neglect 
sending  this  letter  to  the  Hague  early  tomorrow,  Saturday  morning, 
as  it  requires  haste  and  Mr  Paice  has  already  given  in  his  state- 
ment here.  And  give  me  a  line  of  acknowledgment  that  your  honor 
has  received  this  letter,  so  that  I  may  not  be  in  anxiety. 

~'SV.R.B.  Mss,  letter  Booh,  f.Ko.  Printed  in  Dutch  in  Oud  Holland,  1800,  8:?66,  as 
Appendix  F  to  Mr  de  Roevcr's  articles  on  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck. 

i'reten-ion  ami  Claim,  June  16,  1634,  printed  in  L>oc.  rel.  to  CoL  Hist.  N.  V., 
1:86  -8S,  and  O'Callagl.an,   History  of  t\\-w  Nuthcrland,  1:160-63. 
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I  expected  to  have  found  your  honor  at  the  Hague  the  last  time 
and  would  then  have  asked  you  for  the  third  assessment  which  the 
ofher  con  f  raters  have  already  paid,  your  fifth  part  amounting  to  200 
guilders  with  100  gtiil  lers  more  for  other  expenses,  being"  in  all  300 
guilders;  it  would  have  been  much  more  if  I  had  not  received  a 
goodly  sum  for  the  furs  which  were  brought  over  on  the  last  trip, 
so  that  this  assessment  is  not  higher.  Please  send  this  at  once  to 
me.    J  will  immediately  send  your  honor  a  receipt; 

I  hope  that  all  our  shortage  in  Swaneiidael  (which  has  too  many 
rulers)  will  be  made  up  by  my  colony. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jehan  Raye74 

July  21,  1634 
Mr  Icliau  Rayc,  at  the  Hague 

This  day,  21  July  1634 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  your  honor  the  memorandum  concerning  the 
state  and  condition  of  my  colony  which  your  honor  will  please  keep 
by  you  and  not  communicate  further  than  to  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
these  affairs  are  committed  as  I  should  not  like  to  see  that  every  man 
had  knowledge  thereof,  for  so  many  men,  so  many  judgments,  and 
through  lack  of  understanding  an  affair  is  frequently  badly  spoken 
of  and  misinterpreted.  Please  do  me  the  favor  also  to  notify  me 
by  a  line  of  the  receipt  of  this. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck75 

May  2./,  1633 

Jacop  Planck,  officer  of  Rcnsselaerswyck,  per  Jacob  ysbrantscn, 
skipper  of  dc  sevensfar 

In  Amsterdam,  this  24th  of  May  1635 

Although  at  this  hour  we  are  still  in  hope  and  fear  as  to  whether 
the  ship  dc  Ecndracht  in  which  you  and  my  people  sailed  may  be 
on  iis  way  hither  or  whether  in  coming  or  even  in  sailing  thither  it 
'nay  have  perished,  each  of  which  calls  for  its  especial  consideration 
and  remark,  and  although  as  long  as  1  am  not  assured  of  the  one 
I  have  to  fear  the  other,  and  as  long  as  I  receive  no  advice  from  you 
as  to  the  situation  of  my  colony  I  find  little  about  which  to  write 

'!  I'.  R.  n.  Mjs.    Letter   V<ook.  f.r6l>. 
1'.  R.  (1.  Mss,  Letter  Poo*,  f.§i, 
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to  you,  I  can  nevertheless  not  refrain  from  notifying  you  by  this 
speedily  departing  ship,  which  now  sails  so  hurriedly,  while  at  other 
times  it  has  lain  ready  for  six  months,  that  the  respective  patroons 
of  the  colonies  of  Szmnoidal  and  Pavonia  have  sold  and  transferred 
their  colonies  to  the  West  India  Company.  As  it  may  easily  happen 
that  they  should  try  '.o  intimate  to  you  that  I  have  sold  my  colony  or 
am  negotiating  about  it  with  the  Company,  this  will  serve  to  inform 
you  that  my  colony  is  still  intact  and  that  I  am  still  free  and  in  the 
full  possession  of  my  freedoms  and  privileges  and,  with  the  advice 
of  my  confraters  and  by  the  gracious  blessing  of  the  Lord,  also 
intend  to  carry  on  the  said  colony  with  as  much  zeal  and  reputation 
as  ever  before,  and  should  not  have  failed  to  send  people  and  other 
necessaries  by  this  ship  if  I  had  been  assured  of  die  condition  of  my 
colony,  which  I  still  hope  to  learn  in  a  few  days  on  the  arrival  of 
the  ship  dc  Ecndracht  (tor  which  the  Company  according  to  my 
judgment  should  wait  a  few  days  longer)  ;  it  will  then  be  necessary 
to  send  a  large  ship  thither  by  which  I  hope  to  send  you  of  every- 
thing and  write  more  at  length.  Investigate  some  time  what  the 
colony's  rights  are,  as  the  Company  having  bought  the  colony  of 
Mr  pauzv  has  been  obliged  to  admit  and  accept  the  contracts  which 
Mr  paiiK'  made  with  his  people  concerning  the  trade  in  peltries  till 
the  expiration  and  end  of  their  terms. 

If  then,  Cornells  van  Voorst  and  his  people,  wdiose  master  sold 
his  colony,  is  allowed  to  trade,  how  much  more  right  have  you  whose 
patroon  retains  his  freedoms  and  has  held  them  continuously  to  the 
present,  which  docs  not  lessen  your  business  but  increases  it.  Only 
have  patience  for  a  short  period  of  years ;  the  Lord  will  bless  our 
undertaking  as  we  have  a  much  better  object  than  the  Company  in 
this  matter,  since  we  seek  to  populate  the  country  and  in  course  of 
time  by  many  people  to  propagate  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Gospel, 
while  they  on  the  contrary,  employing  only  a  few  people,  seek  only 
the  profits  of  the  fur  trade  and  largely  deceive  themselves,  as  these 
profits  are  still  accompanied  by  losses.  Therefore,  I  trust  that  the 
omniscient  God  will  bless  our  good  intention  in  this  matter  as  an 
example  for  others  to  follow  us.  Meanwhile,  do  your  best  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  to  rule  the  people  in  good  order  and  discipline  and 
to  urge  them  to  diligent  work,  which  I  trust  you  have  done  already 
ami  hope  to  hear,  at  the  fust  opportunity.  Meanwhile,  remain 
[commended)  to  the  faithful  God,  etc. 

I  would  write  to  others  of  my  people  also,  but  knowr  not  how  it 
goes  with  them.    Please  to  greet  them  all  for  me  and  write  me 
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at  every  opportunity  by  way  of  Virginia  cr  New  England,  or  by 
whatever  people  or  ships  may  come  there,  as  we  long  very  much 
[to  hear  from  you],  as  does  your  wife,  who  has  also  written  to  you. 
This  goes  per  Jacob  ysbransen3  who  is  to  be  skipper  of  a  sloop  and 
i>  well  acquainted  with  you.  Keep  on  good  terms  with  him  and 
with  all  honest  people. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  van  Twiller70 

May  2d,  1635 

TRANSLATED  BY  MRS  ALAN  H.  STRONG 

Wouter  van  TivUicr,  New  Netherland 

This  24  May  1635,  Amsterdam 
Per  Jacob  Usbrandtsen,  by  the  ship  dc  Sevenstcr 

Sending  you  our  hearty  greetings,  we  hope  that  you  are  well,  al- 
thougta  we  have  not  heard  from  you  in  a  long  time,  and  this  must 
be  written  in  haste  since  the  skipper  has  been  notified  that  he  must 
sail  early  tomorrow  morning;  things  must  now  be  rushed  through 
all  at  once,  after  they  have  dawdled  at  least  six  months  with  this 
diip.  I  wish  that  they  had  waited  a  few  days  more,  now  they  have 
waited  so  long,  for  I  hope  that  the  ship  dc  Eendracht  may  arrive 
in  a  few  days,  since  I  have  heard  from  some  Englishmen  that  over 
(here,  as  here,  it  has  been  a  very  hard  winter  and  therefore  the 
^kins  could  not  arive  before  the  latter  part  of  March,  so  that  the 
diip  could  not  leave  there  before  the  middle  of  April  and  14  days 
from  now  will  be  just  the  right  time  for  it  to  be  here,  unless  it  has 
been  wrecked,  which  may  God  in  his  mercy  forbid.  It  is  the  ship 
dc  F.cndraclit,  which  sailed  from  here  in  the  beginning  of  May  of 
last  year,  by  which  I  sent  Jacob  Planck,  as  officer  and  commis  of 
iny  colony  named  Rcnsselaerswyck,  with  his  son;  and  also  a  wheel- 
wright with  wife  and  three  children  ;  also  a  carpenter,  who  is  a  mason 
ns  well  ;  and  also  a  farm  hand,  besides  all  kinds  of  stores  of  food 
and  clothing,  farm  implements,  etc.,  which  equipment  has  cost  me 
about  3000  guilders,  so  that  its  [loss]  would  be  a  great  misfortune 
for  me,  besides  the  loss  of  my  time,  and  practically  the  decline  or 
ruin  of  my  colony,    {hit  I  hope  that  it  has  arrived  there  safely. 

1  wrote  by  that  ship  full  particulars  about  all  that  has  happened 
lu  re  with  reference  to  you,  which  the  bearer  of  this,  Jacob  IJsbrandt- 

'  V.  H.  B.  Mss,   Letter   Book,    f.8pb-8r.     Printed   in    Dutch    in   Oud   Holland,  1890, 
•  <  9-',  as  Appendix  J  to  Mr  de  Rocvef's  articles  on  tin;  colony  of  Rcnsselaerswyck. 
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sen,  will  also  tell  you.  He  has  always  defended  you,  as  you  can 
see  from  his  declaration,  which  I  sent  by  dc  Eendracht.  Therefore 
favor  him  in  return,  where  you  can  do  it  with  propriety,  since  Lie 
deserves  it. 

If  de  Eendracht  has  been  wrecked  in  coming  hither,  many  return 
ing  people  must  have  gone  down  with  her.  We  must  trust  to  the 
Lord  for  the  outcome.  The  directors  are  very  much  alarmed. 
They  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  state  of  affairs  over  there,  since 
they  have  received  no  letters  from  you  by  way  of  Virginia  or  New 
England.  Many  complain  bitterly,  saying  that  you  have  chartered 
the  sugar-bark  to  the  English,  which  they  heard  from  some  English- 
men, and  now  they  are  the  more  displeased  since  you  might  for  want 
of  de  Eendracht  have  sent  over  this  bark  to  bring  news.  To  sum 
up,  the  work  here  is  quite  unsettled. 

The  Company  has  bought  out  the  two  colonics  Swanendal  and 
Pavonia,  but  my  colony  is  still  intact  and  I  am  in  the  full  posses- 
sion of  my  freedoms.  Neither  am  I  negotiating  with  them;  if  any 
one  should  so  report,  believe  it  not;  T  am  in  full  possession  and  am 
determined  with  my  confratcrs  to  carry  on  the  work  with  more 
courage  than  ever  before,  if  the  colony  vet  exists.  I  would  indeed 
have  sent  people  and  necessaries  now,  but  I  do  not  know  in  the  least 
how  matters  stand  there.  Many  believe  that  everything  in  that 
country  is  entirely  destroyed,  people  as  well  as  cattle,  though  T  still 
have  better  courage  and  a  better  opinion  of  the  affair.  Mr  Pamv 
has  sold  his  colony,  as  stated  ;  but  the  Company  has  been  obliged  to 
allow  his  people  to  trade  in  furs  during  their  time,  according  to  his 
understanding  and  agreement  with  them.  How  much  more  right 
to  such  trading,  therefore,  have  my  people,  whose  patroon  still  holds 
his  full  jurisdiction  and  freedoms.  It  seems  to  me  the  Company  is 
taking  a  strange  course  in  New  Netherland  affairs  and  that  ere  l<^ng 
they  will  be  obliged  to  lease  the  fur  trade  to  others  who  will  manage 
it  better ;  or  else,  the  whole  will  go  wrong.  They  want  to  economize 
by  having  few  people  and  they  can  not  keep  the  land  in  that  way. 

They  send  no  commis  with  this  ship,  but  late  this  evening  engaged 
Gysbcrt  op  den  Dijck  as  "  assistant."  Many  would  like  to  have  had 
Dirck  CorucJisz  Pnystcr  as  com  mis,  but  others  feared, that  Hmitom 
would  then  have  to  leave,  and  therefore  they  countermanded  him 
this  evening.  T  hope  that  he  will  yet  be  engaged,  if  dc  Eendracht 
brings  good  tidings,  so  that  they  may  have  to  send  no  other77  ship 
this  year. 

77  I  think  that  here  "  yet  another  "  must  he  read.    N.  de  R. 
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I  know  nothing  more  to  write  since  1  did  so  at  length  by  de 
Ecndraeht.  I  recommend  to  you  the  welfare  of  my  colony  in  so  far 
as  the  service  of  the  Company  will  permit,  which  is  unnecessary  to 
specify,  as  you  know  it  better  than  myself. 

i  wait  with  great  patience  for  the  arrival  of  de  Ecndraeht,  which 
1  hope  will  make  us  greatly  rejoice  with  the  news  that  all  is  well 
in  the  land. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Coenraet  Notelman78 

January  10,  1636 

Coenraat  Xotclman,  at  Ticl 

This  day,  10  January  1636,  in  Amsterdam 
After  wishing  your  honor  and  your  wife  a  joyful  and  happy  new 
year  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  only  and  complete  Savior,  amen, 
these  lines  will  serve  as  answer  to  yours  of  the  third  instant  re- 
garding our  difference  concerning  the  animals  of  the  farm  of  ger- 
rit de.  Reux.  1  notice  your  statement  and- the  advice  which,  my 
nephew  IV outer  Van  Tiviller  is  supposed  to  have  given.  I  will 
quietly  pass  it  by  rather  than  administer  the  rebuke  which  it  de- 
serves™ for  neither  he  nor  you  have  grasped  the  situation  in  the 
least,  w  hich  i  w  ill  hereby  explain.  As  far  as  the  affair  of  gerrit  de 
Reux  is  concerned,  this  i^  hot  a  question  between  you  and  me  but  be- 
tween me  and  the  W  est  India  Company, who  through  their  agents 
have  prevented  me  from  transporting  my  animals  to  my  colony,  not 
only  those  of  gerrit  dc  Reux  bat  also  those  of  pictcr  byicveli,  on  the 
ground  that  they  sold  the  animals  to  the  former  as  well  as  to  the 
latter  <>n  the  15th.  of  January  rfrfo,  as  stated  in  a  special  letter  of 
*ame  date  to  the  director  and  council  in  New  Motherland  and  this 
upon  die  conditions  agreed  to  on  the  eighth  of  January  of  die  same 
year  w  ith  wolpHert  yerritsz  and  Chias  Cornelisz  in  the  name  of  all 
the  farmers  of  the  six  farms.  You  fight  therefore  against  your 
own  shadow  in  alleging  that  in  your  country  the  first  purchase  ought 
t"  -tand  as  it  does  in  our  country, m  and  consequently  you  pronounce 
>"oitr  own  sentence,  since  gerrit  dc  Reux  from  the  aforesaid  15th  of 
January  1630  was  the  purchaser  of  tin.'  said,  animals  and  has  not 

n  V.  K.  }i.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.82 

licver  met  disc  re  tie  hel  .seine  supfrorteeren  ah  Ha  meritc  dcprehcndccri ;  literally, 
will  ruihei  quietly  suffer  tin-  same  than  attack  it  as  it  defcryes. 
*°  tilL'^enmth  tie  vovtfCimp  in  u  l.int  gelyck  sij  pork  duct  in  oris  lint  behoort  -eoort  tc 
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pretended  any  after  purchase.51  Although  he  had  paid  the  first 
term,  I  left  him  the  animals  as  belonging  to  him,  while  in  the  con- 
tract made  with  me  lie  also  stipulated  that  1  should  return  his  ani- 
mals to  him  in  my  colony  where  he  would  settle.  This  affair  is 
clear  and  1  shall  know  how  to  get  my  indemnity  for  detention  in 
this  matter  by  the  Company  or  their  agents,  but  this  does  not  con- 
cern your  honor  in  the  least,  either  for  or  against.  That  he  wanted 
to  hire  himself  out  eg  you  does  not  take  away  his  right.  It  may 
also  be  that  he  does  net  understand  his  own  rights  or  that  the  agents 
of  the  Company  have  not  correctly  communicated  to  him  the  con- 
tract of  the  farm  and  sale  of  the  animals.  As  for  me,  I  knew  the 
same  when  later  1  contracted  with  him  myself,  and  a  year  before 
that,  when  the  Company  wanted  to  take  his  farm  and  animals  away 
from  him,  I  caused  them  to  be  put  in  your  honor's  name,  for  my 
behoof  as  far  as  the  animals  were  concerned,  and  for  your  own  be- 
hoof as  to  the  farm,  according  to  the  instruments  thereof  which 
your  honor  has.  It  is  therefore  wide  of  the  truth  to  say  that  you 
promised  to  turn  the  animals  over  to  me;  on  the  contrary  I  caused 
the  farm  to  be  put  in  your  name  because  I  did  not  want  it  for  my- 
self, and  because  I  added  in  the  instructions  given  your  honor  thru; 
you  should  cause  the  animals  and  things  belonging  thereto  to  be 
sent  up  the  river  for  my  account,  wdiat  claim  to  ownership  of  the 
animals  does  this  give  you  now  and  what  reason  have  you  for  draw- 
ing me  into  the  farm?  As  to  your  honor's  saying  that  the  animals 
and  the  farm  can  not  be  separated  from  each  other,  this  can  be  done 
very  well;  it  has  indeed  been  done  with  the  farm  of  bylcvclt,  as  well 
as  with  that  of  gevrit  de  Rcux,  inasmuch  as  the  company  had  power 
to  ejeet  them  from  the  farms  belonging  to  them  but  not  to  deprive 
them  of  the  animals  which  it  had  sold  to  them  and  which  did  not 
belong  to  the  Company  but  to  the  purchasers,  as  it  was  not  stated, 
in  any  article  of  the  contract  that,  the  animals  must  remain  with 
the  farm  but  only  the  increase  to  the  number  stipulated  if  they 
should  be  provided  therewith.  In  short,  Dion  coiisijn,  the  farm  is 
yours  because  I  did  not  want  it,  as  it  was  of  no  use  to  me  but  was 
to  your  honor,  to  whom  I  gladly  yielded  it,  but  the  animals  are  mine 
and  my  con f raters. 

Your  honor  knew  neither  of  the  farm  nor  of  the  animals  nor  did 
you  request  them  of  the  Company  except  on  my  order  after  I  had 
told  you  that  1  wished  to  keep  the  animals  for  myself  and  had  the 
instruments  drawn  accordingly.    1  pray  your  honor,  tell  me  with 

"  etuic  j&ene  na  Coop  gpfiingcert  heeft. 
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whom  did  your  honor  contract  about  the  farm  or  the  animals,  and 
who  granted  them  to  you?  I  hope  that  your  honor  will  not  depart 
bO  far  from  the  truth  as  to  take  to  yourself  for  your  own  behoof 
what  I  caused  to  be  put  in  for  my  behoof  and  more  than  agreed 
upon  with  you,  of  which  [agreement]  in  case  of  denial  I  have  suf- 
Hcient'proof ;  and  in  case  your  honor  understands  it  thus,  to  wit  that 
the  animals  are  ours,  I  shall  gladly  and  in  all' equity,  even  to  our 
damage,  try  to  persuade  my  confraters  to  treat  with  you;  if  not, 
I  can  do  nothing  more,  as  I  then  told  them  and  stated  the  case  to 
them  thus  and  later  confirmed  it  in  my  letters  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
alter  my  word  in  the  least  as  if  I  had  misinformed  them  untruth- 
fully.   Wherewith  ending,  Vale, 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  van  Twillers2 

September  25,  1636 
Wontter  Van  Twitter,  director 

In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  this  25th  of 

September  1636,  in  Amsterdam 
Mon  Cousin:  I  find  myself  with  your  honor's  favor  of  the  31st 
of  August  1635,  sent  to  me  by  the  ship  d'  eendraclii,  from  which  I 
"learned  of  your  honor's  good  state  of  health;  we  are  also,  God  be 
praised,  still  well.  My  wife  is  in  childbed  of  a  young  son,S3  whom 
1  have  named  after  my  uncle  Clacs  van  Rensselaer,  deceased,  so 
that  now  the  names  of  the  three  brothers  Rensselaer  have  been  be- 
stowed, the  youngest  having  become  the  oldest.  May  Almighty 
God  let  them  grow  up  in  virtue  to  the  honor  of  His  holy  name. 
Amen.  Your  father,  mother,  brothers  and  sisters  at  Nieukerek 
were  on  Thursday  last  still  feeling  well  also,  but  the  situation  at 
Nieukerek  is  very  sad  on  account  of  the  severe  sickness  of  pestilence. 
Already  700  persons  had  died  there  and  few  houses  are  free.  May 
the  Lord  preserve  them  further;  however,  it  does  not  stop  yet  but 
increases  daily.  Our  brother  in  law  Willem  van  IVeelij  and  his 
wife  annaten  hoof  both  died,  of  it.  It  rages  here  pretty  badly  too; 
more  than  600  in  one  week.  Many  acquaintances  have  died  already, 
too  long  to  relate,  but  our  and  my  mother's  household  are  still  well, 
{  <od  be  praised.  The  Lord  grant  what  is  pleasing  to  His  holy  will 
and  for  our  salvation  in  life  or  in  death..  Amen. 

"  V.  R.  B.  Mst,  I  rtter  Book,  f.S6. 

"  Nicolaes,  or  Xicolatis  van  Rensselaer;  in  1675  installed  as  minister  of  the  Re- 
f  rmed  hutch  Church  at  Albany  ami  the  same  year  r>|ij»ointed  as  director  of  the  colony 
of  RenssclaeMwyck  in  place  of  his  deceased  brother  Jeremias. 
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I  should  have  been  pleased  if  your  honor  had  in  your  last  lettei 
written  at  Somewhat  greater  length  and  advised  me  more  in  detail 
regarding  certain  points  mentioned  in  my  previous  letter.  How- 
ever, taking  into  consideration  that  you  lacked  time  as  the  ship  was 
ready  to  sail,  it  could  not  be-  made  longer.  1  hope  that  next  time 
you  will  write  more  at  length.  Referring  to  my  preceding  letter, 
which  will  make  tin's  one  shorter,  I 'would  write  your  honor  at 
length  about  the  very  injurious  remarks  uttered  by  the  former  fiscal, 
dincklagen,  against  your  person  and  especially  against  the  minister, 
but  as  all  the  persons  sailing  on  this  ship  have  sufficient  knowledge 
thereof  I  refer  [youj  to  them,  who  will  no  doubt  relate  everything 
to  you  by  word  of  mouth,  especially  pieter  Cornelisz,  who  knows 
all  about  it.  My  earnest  request  would  be  that  your  honor  be 
pleased  to  do  everything  in  your  power  to  obtain  from  the  maqitaas 
as  much  of  the  indemnity  for  my  animals  as  is  possible  and  advis- 
able. It  seems  that  they  have  in  view  to  send  another  director  and 
they  might  very  well  employ  as  such  ivalbecck,M  commander  at 
Curacao;  however,  that  matter  is  still  unsettled.85  The  Company 
has  much  discussed  certain  points  which  I  proposed  to  them  con- 
cerning the  throwing  open  of  the  fur  trade,  but  thus  far  no  deci- 
sion has  been  made;  what  will  come  of  it,  time  will  show.  If  they 
wish  to  keep  it  to  themselves  with  few  people,  which  is  most  profit- 
able to  them,  the)'  can  not  defend  the  country,  and  with  many  people 
they  suffer  loss;  and  others  will  not' care  to  populate  the  country 
unless  they  have  the  free  trade. 

September  29 —  While  writing  this,  I  receive  your  favors  of  the 
22d  of  March,  the  12th  and  15th  of  August  1636,  sent  by  de  Scum 
Std'rra,  which  1  shall  answer  hereafter.  Hie  Company  complains 
very  much  that  your  honor  writes  so  little,  of  w  hich  I  also  warned 
you  in  my  last  letter.  I  do  not  know  the  reason  why  you  are  so 
negligent  about  that;  they  say  that  you  do  not  even  mention  Dauidt 
pieteresz  and  his  ship  which  sailed  thence  with  de  Seuc  sterre.  You 
surely  ought  to  have  done  that,  and  further  they  say  that  they  have 
little  advice  how  everything  is  getting  along  there.  If  your  honor 
hesitates  to  write  to  the  full  assembly, s,:  at  least  do  not  neglect  the 

Johannes  van  Waibeeck;  sailed  from  Holland  May  4,  1634,  in,  charge  of.  an  expedi- 
tion sent  by  the  West  India  Company  to  seize  the  i>!and  of  Curacao  and  took  possession 
of  the  island  in  August  erf  that  year.  Before  this  expedition  he  served  the  Company 
in  the  capacity  of  Politique  Racdt,  political  councilor,  in  Brazil.  De  Laet,  laerhjc: 
Verhacl,  p.  430-38,  484. 
M  nniuw;  lit'  rally,  raw. 

w  jttdien  VI:  schretiiHHues  is  acinic  voile  vcrgadetingc  tc  schrijven. 
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gentleman  who  remains  fairly  favorable  to  your  honor,  for  he  can 
easily  protect  your  affairs  if  he  understands  them,  as  the  whole 
work  devolves  largely  upon  him,  and  do  not  be  too  headstrong 
in  this  matter  nor  depend  too  much  on  yourself.  Is  it  not  fair  that 
the  masters  get  some  satisfaction  from  their  servants?  And  if 
there  are  some  who  are  rude  and  indiscreet,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Company  in  their  letters  written  to  you  and  to  the  council  have 
overstepped  the  bounds  of  propriet}  and'  decency,  nor  can  one 
charge  the  whole  body  with  the  action  of  some  impertinent  mem- 
bers.   This  by  way  of  information. 

I  see  that  your  honor  would  like  to  succeed  to  a  share  in  my 
colony  and  to  have  me  buy  for  your  account  the  share  of  the  heirs 
of  Godiftl.  If  I  had  known  this  a  little  earlier,  I  should  no  doubt 
have  succeeded,  as  this  share  was  publicly  sold  on  the  21st  of  August 
in  the  Orphan  Chamber  here,  .1/10  share  to  Jacob  and  licndrick  trip 
[and  the  other  1/10  to  mej  for  the  account  of  a  good  friendSOa  whom 
I  am  not  allowed  to  mention.  If  this  friend  should  give  it  up,  and 
he  is  thinking  the  matter  over  and  has  not  yet  given  me  his  answer 
of  yes  or  no,  there  would  still  be  hope  for  your  honor  to  obtain  the 
same;  however  I  think  that  he  will  keep  it,  of  which  we  will  speak 
more  fully  at  our  meeting,  if  the  Lord  saves  our  lives.  I  request 
nevertheless  that  your  honor  make  every  effort  to  buy  as  many 
animals  for  my  colony  as  you  can  get  and  to  send  some  of  your 
surplus  thither  too  and  to  cause  some  separate  farms  to  be  estab- 
lished. I  hope  that  we  shall  come  to  a  good  agreement,  which 
will  be  more  profitable  for  you  than  to  stay  at  the  manhatans,  and 
as  the  time  has  gone  by  to  advise  you  of  everything  at  length  as  I 
liave  done  to  Jacob  planch,  [I  must  content  myself]  with  sending 
you  the  enclosed  documents  from  No.  1  to  No.  13  and  with  asking 
you  to  assist  my  people  as  well  as  the  people  of  this  ship  as  much  as 
is  consistent  with  the  service  of  the  Company  and  your  honor's  in- 
structions I  should  have  liked  to  send  a  larger  ship,  provided  the 
Company  had  helped  me  a  little  and  sent  people  and  goods  by  it  also, 
but  they  declined  to  do  so.  I  must  have  patience,  the  Lord  can 
Mess  [my  work]  that  meanwhile  it  may  become  greater.  I  see  that 
the  animals  have  in  part  been  sent  up  the  river;  I  hope  that  the 
rest  will  follow  also.  I  have  ordered  Jacob  planch  to  take  up  the 
suit  again  and  given  him  instructions  because  I  have  suffered  force 
and  vioknee,  as  you  read  in  the  enclosed  papers  sent  to  Jacob  planch. 

"*  Allien  Cxnraets  Burgh;  sec  p.  334. 
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Notelmun  has  been  a  harmful  person  to  me  and  it  becomes  a 
great  question  now  where  the  Company  will  get  their  payment  and 
increase.  As  to  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  up  to  f6oo,  I 
must  supply  this  money,  as  Gerrit  de  Reux  has  made  the  first  pay- 
ment. The  increase  I  can  not  furnish  for  I  have  not  used  them,  but 
notclman.  According  to  the  inventory87  of  the  Company  there 
has  been  no  increase,  as  N oieiman  has  delivered  no  more  than  he 
received  and  the  contract  with  the  farmers  stipulates  that  they  must 
deliver  the  increase  if  they  have  any.  Notelman  must  also  pay  the 
rent  for  the  three  years,  with  which  I  never  was  concerned  in  the 
least.  He  has  been  looking  for  favors-8  here  for  8  or  10  months  and 
been  a  burden  to  me  and  is  as  far  now  as  he  was  in  the  beginning. 
I  think  it  advisable  to  keep  a  farm  foi  me  at  the  Manathans;  please 
look  after  that  and  make  arrangement  for  it. 

In  your  preceding  letter  I  find  some  obscure  reasons  of  which 
we  shall  speak  further  at  our  meeting,  God  willing.  Dirck  Corssen, 
the  supercargo,  has  orders  to  erect  if  necessary  a  shed  at  the  Man- 
hatans  to  store  our  goods  in.  It  can  be  put  on  the  farm  which  I 
shall  keep  or  even  the  barn  may  be  used.  He  has  orders  to  pay  to 
your  honor  the  Company's  dues  of  everything  in  which  he  deals, 
in  conformity  with  the  13th  and  16th  articles  of  the  Freedoms  (the 
15th  article  concerns  the  colony  and  not  this  ship  and  goods,  in 
which  we  have  a  half  interest  too)  ;  and  I  do  not  in  the  least  desire 
to  have  trouble  with  the  Company  but  wish  in  everything  to  regu- 
late myself  according  to  the  Freedoms  granted.  My  wife  has 
received  the  cunning  little  animal;89  it  is  with  her  in  the  room  and 
she  thanks  your  honor  very  much  for  it.  The  raven  sent  by  D'ccn- 
dracht  has  died,  nevertheless  I  thank  you  for  the  favor.  I  see 
with  what  kind  of  people  you  have  had  to  deal  from  time  to  time ; 
however,  do  right  and  the  lie  will  not  stick.  This  skipper  says  many 
bad  things.  In  fine,  it  is  a  confused  affair  which  can  not  be  cleared 
up  without  your  honor's  presence.  Do  not  neglect  to  advise  me  a-; 
to  the  actions  and  comportment  of  Jacob  planck,  wherewith  1 
shall  end,  commending  your  honor  to  the  protection  of  Almighty 
God ;  may  He  let  us  come  together  in  love. 

•  %J0Mon  Cousin.  After  finishing  the  above  letter,  the  enclosed 
agreement  was  made  with  Noottelman  by  the  mediation  of  the  un- 

87  acte;  literally,  authentic  document;  the  word  has  a  very  general  meaning. 

M  heeft  hicr  liggen  hengelen;  literally,  has  been  angling  here. 

99  het  aengcr.ame  bcestgen;  literally,  the  pleasing  little  animal. 

*>  This  postscript  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
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derwritten  arbiters,  which  you  may  therefore  cause  to  be  recorded, 
in  order  to  charge  me  with  no  more  than  I  am  obliged  to  give. 
I  lis  defense  has  been  based  mainly  on  the  resolution01  of  the  Com- 
pany; the  Company  may  see  then  too  where  they  get  their  due. 
Herewith  goes  a  plain  copy  of  the  instrument,  time  does  not  allow 
to  have  it  authenticated  but  it  will  appear  from  the  letters  and  also 
from  the  books  here.  Please  to  insert  this  letter  also  among  the 
papers  of  Jacob  planck,  after  you  have  read  it  and  made  a  copy  of  it. 
Vale. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck92 
October  3,  1636 

Jacob  Planck,  officer  and  commis  in  New  Netherland 

This  day,  3  October  1636 

These  presents,  going  by  Pietcr  cornelism  van  Munnekendam 
with  the  ship  called  Rensselaers  Wyck,  which  has  been  equipped  by 
me  and  my  con f raters  largely  for  the  service  of  my  colony,  will 
serve  first  to  advise  you  of  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  October 
10,  1634,  and  July  3,  1635,  from  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyek. 
and  of  August  17  and  27  following  from  Fort  Amsterdam,  together 
with  the  account  of  goods  sold  to  that  time,  of  which  I  expected 
the  continuation  by  the  ship  dc  Scvenstcrre,  by  which  I  received 
yours  of  the  24th  of  July  1636,  written  from  the  aforesaid  colony. 
That  letter,  being  very  short  and  containing  little  information,  doe? 
not  include  the  said  continuation  of  the  preceding  account,  much 
less  any  account  of  the  profit  or  loss  of  each  farm  in  particular 
and  of  the  colony  as  a  whole,  o"f  the  goods  delivered  to  the  Com- 
pany, or  of  the  number  of  animals  living  and  the  increase  in  detail, 
but  only  in  general  that  there  has  been  a  fine  increase,  which  is  cer- 
tainly pleasant;  but  if  I  am  to  keep  the  administration  of  the  colony 
here  and  to  send  you  people  and  goods,  as  I  am  doing  herewith  very 
liberally,  I  must  have  somewhat  fuller  and  better  information.  To 
do  this  with  order  you  must  keep  a  regular  diary  of  daily  happen- 
ings and  note  everything  that  is  remarkable  and  send  me  the  same. 
Yon  could  renew  this  every  six  months  and  send  me  a  copy  thereof 
at  every  opportunitv.  If  you  do  not  like  to  have  me  forget  yon. 
you  must  on  your  side  not  forget  to  advise  me  of  everything  cor- 
rectly and  at  length.    I  find,  it  is  true,  a  memorandum  of  animals 

M  acte. 

M  V.  R.  D.  Mss,   Letter   Book,  f.8_>b. 
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which  I  had  in  October  1634,  but  ho  list  cf  the  increase  which  oc- 
curred about  May  1634,  nor  of  those  in  the  year  1635  and  now 
lately  in  1636. 

You  write,  it  is  true,  how  many  cows  and  calves  you  have  taken 
with  you  lately  from  the  Manaikans,  but  not  how  many  still  remain 
there.  You  must  take  better  care  hereof  and  not  be  negligent ; 
neither  you  nor  I  will  lose  thereby  and  you  will  notice  at  what  ex- 
pense and  with  what  zeal  I  follow  this  matter  up  and  take  it  in 
hand.  You  have  also  done  quite  amiss  herein  that  you  have  given 
Rutger  hendricksen,  Cornells  Maessen  and  others  their  final  ac- 
counts against  me  which  I  had  to  pay  too,  while  on  the  other  hand 
you  send  me  no  information  as  to  the  goods  which  they  or  you  have 
delivered  in  my  name  to  the  Company,  from  which  I  have  received 
nothing  either. 

Therefore  do  not  do  this  again  but  follow  therein  this  order  — 
settle  accounts  first  with  the  director  [to  see]  how  my  account  there 
stands  and  send  me  a  copy  thereof;  and  if  such  can  not  be  done  as 
it  ought,  at  all  event.,  have  my  men  who  come  over  draw  on  the 
director  and  on  the  West  India  Company  for  the  money  which  they 
send  home,  for  I  do  not  want  to  have  the  men  draw  on  me  and 
deliver  their  goods  to  the  West  India  Company,  from  which  I  can 
not  get  a  decision,  much  less  money.  Be  careful  about  this,  other- 
wise I  shall  be  obliged  to  make  other  arrangements.  Further,  as 
the  director  has  several  times  and  lately  once  more  seized  all  my 
grain  and  wheat  for  the  use  of  the  men  of  the  Company,  to  whom 
I  am  not  bound  to  deliver  except  at  my  pleasure,  whereby  I  not- 
only  lose  this  advantage  that  I  could  have  sold  the  same  at  a  much 
higher  price  to  the  English,  a^  the  men  of  Cornells  van  voorst  do, 
but  al^o  that,  inasmuch  as  according  to  article  15  of  the  Freedoms 
I  have  the  right  to  trade  these  which  beyond  question  are  products 
of  the  soil,  I  could  have  sold  them  for  peltries,  therefore,  to  remedy 
this  matter,  I  shall  request  you  to  submit  to  the  director  znd  coun- 
cil (without  prejudice  to  my  general  right  to  trade  all  sorts  of 
merchandise  for  peltries,  now  awaiting  decision  by  the  high  and 
mighty  lords  the  State;,  General,  lawfully  referred  to  them,  after 
previous  resoKitioo  and  submission,  by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX 
and  the  respective  patroous,  and  in  no  wise  decided  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  patroous  but  still  pending  with  great  likelihood  of 
turning  out  in  favor  of  the  patroous,  as  their  High  Mightinesses 
would  no  doubt  be  very  glad  to  see  those  regions  populated)  that 
the  aforesaid  director  and  council,  in  consideration  of  the  fact 
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that  I  have  fed  their  men,  allow  me  to  obtain  so  many  peltries  by 
barter  for  other  merchandise  as  the  said  grain,  animals  and  other 
goods  that  I  have  delivered  to  them  may  amount  to;  and  in  case 
they  should  refuse  this  ar.  Fort  Orange  as  well  as  at  the  Manathans, 
you  will  not  let  them  ha\e  any  grain  or  other  products  of  the  soil 
except  for  payment  and  prompt  satisfaction  by  so  many  skins  as 
the  goods  are  worth,  with  a  proper  discharge  and  guaranty  that 
the  same  will  be  sent  to  me  without  an}'  hindrance  or  molestation 
by  the  Company,  for  their  men  have  been  fed  in  their  need  and 
their  ships  provided  which  otherwise  could  not  have  come  across, 
so  that  their  ships,  men  and  peltries  must  have  remained  there  to 
the  extraordinary  loss  of  the  Company.  Draw  up  this  paper  to  the 
director  and  council  as  firmly  as  you  can  and  follow  therein  as 
much  as  possible  the  words  which  are  written  above  and  send  me  a 
copy  of  it  together  with  the  reply  given  by  the  council  thereto. 
These  things  being  thus  dispose.!  of,  I  now  come  to  the  answering 
of  yours  aforesaid,  as  you  will  in  the  future  also  punctually  read, 
observe  and  answer  mine. 

I  see  that  the  brandy  wasted  very  much,  have  therefore  sent 
none  herewith,  and  that  half  the  cheese  spoiled;  I  hope  that  this 
will  arrive  in  better  condition,  as  it  is  colder  and  later  in  the  year. 
1  see  what  a  great  friend  of  the  patroons  Fiscal  Dinxlaeckcn  proves 
himself  by  stirring  up  his  special  and  secret  masters;  yet  they 
could  not  help  him  enough,  however  much  they  would  have  liked 
to  do  so,  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  salary  claimed  for  the  entire 
time  that  passed,  as  he  received  only  salary  for  the  length  of  time 
that  he  was  in  active  service.  Xow  he  is  busy  complaining  to  the 
States  General,  as  his  party  stays  out  [of  power]  so  long,  that  the 
Company  should  pay  him/'"  but  instead  of  [paying  him]  money  I 
imagine  that  the  Company  will  write  something  else  to  the  State- 
General  about  ins  impertinent  proceedings. 

Herewith  I  send  you  in  God's  name  goods  for  the  account  '>f  my 
colony,  amounting  to  f-jioo  according  to  the  enclosed  bill  and  in- 
voice, which  you  will  employ  to  the  best  advantage;  and  as  I 
bought  them  wholesale  for  cash  [and  the  above  amount  does  no: 
include]  an\  expenses  of  packing,- boat  and  lighter  freight,  freight 
across  the  ocean,  interest,  risk,  insurance,  damage,  etc.  (not  even 
your  commission  of  one  stiver  on  the  guilder,  whicli  amounts  to 
<>ne  sliver  and  a  halt  with,  the  50''  added),  you  must  sell  such 
tfoads  as  can  stand  it  somewhat  higher  than  50,'/  profit,  but  above 

"also,,  syn  tr.-'yc  soo  titiige  istblyit  Mite  Compc:  hem  soudc  bctaclen. 
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60$  I  do  not  want  to  tax  my  own  people,  who  must  earn  it  by 
their  hard  labor.  As  far  as  others  are  concerned  I  do  not  have  to 
care,  you  may  take  as  much  as  the  market  price  and  as  you  can  get. 
Herewith  go  also  38  persons  whom  I  have  engaged  for  my  colony 
under  binding  contracts  for  fear  some  of  them  should  fail  to  con- 
form to  the  accompanying  conditions  and  contracts  as  well  as  [to 
repay]  the  money  which  I  have  furnished  them  both  as  advances 
and  for  the  passage,  which  you  must  all  duly  enter  in  conformity 
with  the  enclosed  list  amounting  to  i^2j.  You  must  distribute 
these  people  to  the  greatest  service  of  the  colony,  each  one  doing 
that  which  he  is  best  able  to  do,  charging  the  accounts  of  the 
farmers  with  whom  they  are  placed  with  the  money  to  them  [the 
new  colonists]  in  hand  paid  as  well  as  the  passage  money,  especially 
the  money  for  board  on  the  voyage,  at  six  stivers  a  day  as  long  as 
the  voyage  shall  last,  for  there  is  no  reason  why  I  should  engage 
the  people  with  difficulty  and  why  they  [the  farmers]  should  reap 
the  benefit  of  it.  These  two  fanners  who  have  been  very  helpful 
to  me,  namely  Cornells  Maessen  and  Symon  walichs,  you  will  give 
a  fair  choice  of  the  men  who  are  coming,  but  in  such  way  that  they 
do  not  select  all  the  best  men,  for  others  must  have  something  too. 
Cornells  thuenissen  van  brueckelen  or  broer  Cornells  you  will  con- 
firm in  the  possession  of  his  farm  on  the  terms  of  Genii  de  Reiix 
provided  he  conducts  himself  according  to  the  ordinances  and  laws 
of  the  colony  and  sees  to  it  that  I  have  what  is  mine  and  that  he 
takes  good  care  of  the  animals.  Cornells  Maessen  and  Simon 
Walichs  you  will  provide  with  as  many  animals  as  can  be  supplied 
from  the  increase  of  others.  And  in  case  they  should  wish  to  settle 
on  Paep  Zickenes  land,  which  I  think  has  not  yet  been  bought,  make 
every  effort  to  purchase  the  same  or  at  least  to  cause  the  farms  to 
be  established  there  with  the  consent  and  will  of  the  owners.  And 
as  it  may  well  be  that  Lubber t  gysbertssen  rademaecker  has  a  farm 
also  and  as  the  animals  are  somewhat  few  in  number,  especially 
the  cows,  you  must  see  to  it  that  they  accommodate  one  another  and 
do  not  draw  the  lines  too  tight.  It  is  true  that  the  first  are  entitled 
to  their  full  number,  but  they  must  also  act  so  that  when  their  time 
is  up,  they  may  again  obtain  a  new  lease. 

I  see  by  the  dispute  which  you  have  with  Gerrit  de  Reux  that 
others  will  follow.  I  have  represented  here  to  Cornells  maessen 
and  Simon  Walichs  that  I  wanted  to  make  no  change,  in  the  con- 
tract with  Gerrit  de  RetUFj  but  although  it  was  only  neglect  on  my 
part  that  I  did  not  fix  the  price  of  the  grain  as  well  as  that  of  the 
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animals,  I  will  nevertheless  earry  out  the  contract  as  it  stands  with 
this  understanding  that,  if  they  should  undertake  to  fix  the  market 
of  their  grain  too  high  for  me,  I  will  then  insist  hard  also  on  the 
first  article,  prohibiting  them  from  trading  in  furs  in  any  manner, 
which  they  in  no  wise  are  allowed  to  do  even  for  products  of  the 
soil.  But  if  they  act  decent! y  and  deliver  me  their  grain  at  a  rea- 
sonable price  that  I  may  make  something  on  it,  you  will  in  my  name 
permit  them  also  to  purchase  yearly  for  the  products  of  each  com- 
plete farm  the  number  of  10  or  12  merchantable  skins  as  their 
share,  which  is  already  a  fair  profit,  and  in  God's  name  enter  into 
an  agreement  with  them  respecting  the  matter  and  send  it  to  me 
for  my  approval.  I  can  not  write  to  every  one  of  my  people,  but  you 
will  read  herefrom  to  each  of  them  my  intention  as  far  as  it  concerns 
them  in  particular  or  in  common,  and  where  it  does  not  prejudice 
me  give  each  a  copy  of  the  part  that  relates  to  him. 

Pictcr  Cornclisscn  van  Munnickendam  with  Clacs  Ianssen  van 
Kacrdcn  and  albert  audricsscn  van  fredrichs  stadt  have  entered  into 
a  special  agreement  with  me  according  to  the  contract  sent  here- 
with/'4 so  that  they  will  dwell  apart  with  their  men  and  goods ; 
nevertheless  they  must  conduct  themselves  as  subjects  of  the  colony 
and  submit  themselves  to  the  common  laws.  I  have  appointed  Pic- 
tcr Cornclisscn  as  councilor  and  schepen  to  take  his  place  beside  you 
with  order  to  appoint  others  according  to  the  instructions  taken 
with  him,95  the  original  of  which  is  enclosed.  The  points  men- 
tioned therein  which  concern  you,  you  must  observe  a?  if  hey  had 
been  put  in  your  own  instructions. 

Said  pic  Iter  Cornclisscn  with  his  men  will  in  every  way  assist 
you  in  erecting  houses  for  the  farmers  and  for  others  for  whom 
I  am  bound  to  do  so  under  contract,  at  the  least  cost  and  as  soon 
as  it  shall  be  possible  for  them.  Meamvhilc,  you  will  have  to  make 
provisional  arrangements  as  to  where  each  shall  live  and  where  and 
how  they  shall  be  provided  with,  food;  also  keep  a  watchful 
eye  that  I  lose  through  no  one  and  what  they  can  not  gain  at  first, 
that  they  do  that  later,  if  it  only  goes  forward  and  not  backward. 
As  far  as  the  freemen  are  concerned,  you  will  accommodate  them 
as  best  you  can  and  assist  them  to  earn  their  bread  with  honor,  ami 
sec  that  each  one  according  to  his  thrift  may  prosper  a  little  in  order 
that  others  may  not  be  discouraged  but  attracted  thereby. 

"  Sec  p.  676-77. 

!,:'  Ick  hebbe  Piefer  Cornclisscn  gcstclt  a!s  rac[  en  sclicpcn,  omnia  nacst  vl  sin  plactsc 
Sc  hebben,  met  ordrc  on-.mc  mccrJcr  gctal  tc  quaiificcrcn  i'olgcns  Instructic  ion 
medegegevtn. 
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You  will  also  before  all  things  promote  piety  and  take  care  that 
means  be  found  to  send  a  minister  over,  as  is  stated  at  greater 
length  in  the  instruction?  to  Piter  Cornelissen ;  meanwhile  cause 
the  people  to  assemble  every  Sunday  to  train  them  in  the  command- 
ments, the  psalms,  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  Christian 
authors,  in  modesty,  love  and  decency. 

And  as  the  equipment  of  this  ship  ran  too  high  for  me,  I  granted 
Gcrrit  de  fore  est  a  half  interest  in  it  (aside  from  the  goods  and 
the  people  of  the  colony)  in  conformity  with  the  enclosed  contract; 
you  will  therefore  also  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  it  and  with  Pieter 
Cornelissen  represent  my  person  to  assist  them  with  word  and  deed 
as  more  fully  mentioned  in  the  instructions  to  Piter  Cornelissen 
herewith  enclosed.  You  can  infer  from  all  that  is  said  above  that 
the  prospect  for  you  perscnnally  is  fine  upon  increase  of  these 
things,  but  this  you  must  know  that  if  your  profit  and  honor  grow, 
your  care  must  increase  also,  for  one  can  not  go  without  the  other. 
Therefore,  read  and  reread  all  my  papers  carefully,  put  your  mind 
and  thoughts  upon  them  and  do  not  let  it  blow  lightly  past  but  show 
me  results  thereof  ,  not  only  in  deeds  but  also  in  letters  and  reports ; 
I  shall  then  be  armed  against  all  evil  tongues  which  might  want  to 
siander  you  for  if  you  give  me  contentment  and  satisfaction,  you 
need  neither  look  to  nor  fear  any  one  else. 

As  the  lease  of  the  farmers  at  the  Manhatans  has  expired,  make 
every  effort  to  get  some  animals  and  the  children  of  W  olfacrtse 
Gerritsen  or  others  in  my  colony,  as  the  manathans  is  for  the  most 
part  exhausted  and  my  land  still  fresh,  and  while  that  land  rests  a 
little  they  can  earn  profit  on  my  land  and  then  again  go  to  the  mana- 
thans with  the  increase  after  [the  farms  there]  have  lain  fallow  for 
some  years. 

I  send  herewith  two  large  millstones  to  erect,  either  near  the  saw- 
mill or  somewhere  else,  a  grist-mill  to  grind  the  grain  not  only  for 
my  own  people  and  the  people  of  Fort  Orange,  but  all  the  grain 
that  I  have,  in  order  to  sell  it  ground  instead  of  unground  to  the 
Company  for  furs,  or  to  the  English  for  money  or  other  goods.  In 
this  way  a  miller  can  be  kept  there  in  course  of  time  and  the  savages 
will  be  glad  to  give  seawan  or  other  things  for  the  grinding  of  their 
corn  or  at  least  a  good  part  of  their  corn. 

The  mother  of  Zceger  hinss.cn  van  der  Xieekarek,  who  was 
drowned,  asked  the  account  of  her  son,  whether  anything  was  due 
to  him  or  not.    Let  me  know  how  that  matter  stands. 
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As  to  hoirick  Kersienssen,  he  must  first  fulfil  his  contract,  as 
otherwise  it  establishes  a  bad  precedent  and  I  do  not  want  the  con- 
tracts made  here  undone ;  but  those  who  have  not  received  wages 
enough  and  who  behave  well,  I  shall  at  the  end  of  their  time  give  a 
good  present  and  improve  in  their  condition,  but  that  must  be  left 
to  my  choice  or  at  least  be  done  with  my  pleasure  and  knowledge. 
If  Kerstcn  behaves  well  you  may  give  him  each  year  a  suit  of 
clothes  with  a  pair  of  stockings  and  shoes.' 

Dirck  Cornelissen  duuster,  coming  from  farnambuco,  was 
drowned  near  the  English  coast,  so  that  he  will  not  make  the  voy- 
age again.  It  is  not  at  all  my  intention  that  the  farmers  shall  give 
the  servants  higher  wages  without  my  knowledge  and  consent. 
They  may  do  that  for  themselves  but  not  for  me  except  with  my  will, 
knowledge  and  consent;  yen  will  read  this  to  them  together.  Give 
my  greetings  to  the  cvjiimis,  martten  Gerrittsen,  and  show  him  on 
my  part  as  much  friendship  as  if  I  were  present.  Also  to  Jeronitmis 
la  Croix,  whose  father  sends  him  a  small  cask  with  goods  and  whose 
letters  Piter  Coniciisseu  has.  Tell  Gerrit  de  Rcux  that  he  must 
give  me  better  satisfaction,  for  that  it  does  not  agree  to  write  of  ioo 
raudcles  and  to  deliver  but  25.  If  you  have  any  suspicion,  let  each 
farmer  deliver  you  for  my  half  the  tenth  sheaf  on  the  field  nn- 
thrashed  and  bring  it  where  you  wrant  it  and  where  you  can  have  it 
thrashed  yourself  in  order  to  be  able  thereafter  to  make  the  account 
present  a  somewhat  better  appearance.  You  write  that  the  farmers 
treat  you  disrespectfully.  It  this  happens  again,  send  me  proper 
attestations  thereof  and  I  will  settle  that  all  right,  but  you  must 
not  wrong  them  either  or  make  improper  demands,  though  you  will 
execute  strictly  all  that  concerns  my  jurisdiction  and  that  their  con- 
tract implies,  especially  if  they  should  want  to  give  me  less  than  my 
share,  and  then  in  addition  have  the  power  to  promise  the  servants 
an  increase  in  order  to  make  them  keep  silence;  that  will  not  do.  I 
hope  thrt  they  will  behave  better. 

The  63  whole  and  18  half  beavers  I  received  of  the  Company 
under  bond.  I  wish  that  you  had  sent  by  this  ship  the  150  which 
you  have  there;  the  sum  total  when  all  is  put  together  would  then 
be  so  much  larger  and  the  Company  not  even  consider  whether  [the 
former  shipment  took  place]  long  ago  or  not.  I  do  not  want  you 
to  send  me  any  peltries  except  with  the  knowledge  of  and  after  en- 
tering them  with  the  director,  and  if  there  is  any  opportunity  of 
sending  by  ships,  even  by  my  own  ship,  you  will  enter  what  you 
send  in  them  and  pay  to  the  director  the  duty  of  the  Company,  to 
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wit :  one  guilder  per  merchantable  skin  traded  in  New  Netherland 
and  five  per  cent  for  those  from  the  coast  of  Virginia,  New  Eng- 
land or  elsewhere,  taking  each  time  a  receipt  therefor  from  the 
director  and  sending  it  to  me  by  the  skipper  with  the  invoice  of  the 
peltries.  You  have  done  very  well  in  not  sending  them  by  Davidt 
pletersz,  but  you  would  have  done  better  by  sending  them  in  de  seuen 
starra  with  the  knowledge  as  above.  I,  have  received  your  sam- 
ples ;  the  crystal  is  the  best.  Now  that  so  many  people  come  there, 
take  at  once  a  trip  into  the  country  to  find  out  whether  there  are  any 
minerals,  especially,  as  I  hear,  that  there  is  a  rock  of  crystal1'0 
above  de  Iaets  Kiel  where  the  mill  stands.  Inquire  about,  this  some 
time  and  write  me  whether  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  it  and  send 
me  of  the  purest,  instead  of  a  piece  as  large  as  a  hazelnut,  a  couple 
of  barrels  as  a  sample.  It  is  said  to  extend  as  far  as  two  or  three 
leagues  upwards.  Do  not  omit  either  to  send  me  by  my  ship  some 
muddes  of  grain,  that  we  may  have  the  taste  and  the  view  thereof 
here.  I  see  that  occasionally  you  have  to  spend  a  long  time  at  the 
Manathans;  I  hope  that  this  will  improve.  If  Dirck  corssen  stays 
there,  you  could  turn  some  duties  over  to  him  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  he  will  be  glad  to  do  his  best.  If  you  do  yours  also  everything 
will  go  well,  and  see  that  I  get  something  too  for  my  great  trouble 
and  expense,  which  has  lasted  already  so  long.  The  indemnity 
from  the  Maquaas  ought  also  some  day  to  be  collected  without  get- 
ting thereby  into  contention  or  war.  It- must  be  done  in  the  name 
of  the  director  below  in  order  that  the  Maquaas  may  have  less 
feeling  against  the  people  of  Fort  Orange  and  also  against  my 
people.  If  this  ship  (God  willing)  makes  a  good  voyage,  I  hope 
from  time  to  time  diligently  to  continue  [sending  others]  and  to 
await  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  toward  which  your  zeal  and  fidelity 
can  help  much  also. 

Notelmau  has  defrauded  me  much  with  regard  to  the  animals 
but  I  must  have  patience.  He  will  have  to  pay  the  Company  its 
dues  for  the  three  years  that  he  has  had  them,  both  as  to  the  lease 
and  to  the  increase,  and  I  for  the  remaining  two  years,  as  Gerrit 
de  Reux  has  paid  the  first  year.  And  as  I  must  shorten  this,  I  com- 
mend you  to  the  gracious  protection  of  Almighty  God  that  He  may 
preserve  you  in  health  for  a  long  time  and  give  what  is  to  His  honor 
and  to  the  salvation  of  our  souls.  Amen. 

94  crista!  bcrghe;  literally,  crystal  hill  or  mountain. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  tc  Wolfert  Gerritsz97 
October  4,  1636 
Laus  dco,  this  day,  4  October  1636,  in  Amsterdam 

Very  obliging  frietfd,  Wolff ert  Gerritsz: 

In  answer  to  yours  of  the  18th  of  August  1635,  I  will  say  that 
I  had  hoped  that  you  would  have  come  over  yourself  to  dispose  of 
your  money  in  my  care,  of  which  I  have  paid  65  guilders  to  W ou- 
ter van  Kermpt,  according  to  the  enclosed  notarial  receipt.  I  had 
hoped  that  some  of  your  children  would  have  gone  with  their  ani- 
mals up  to  my  colony,  but  understand  that  they  have  been  prevented 
from  so  doing  so  by  the  director  and  council.  However,  as  the  six 
years  of  the  lease  are  now  up,  each  one  may  do  with  his  animals 
as  he  pleases  if  he  pay  the  agreed  increase  to  the  Company.  There- 
fore, if  you  like  to  sell  some  of  your  animals  to  me  or  to  send  some 
of  your  children  with  your  animals  up  the  river,  we  will  deal  with 
each  other  in  all  fairness.  The  Manhataus  are  mostly  exhausted 
and  my  land  is  still  luxurious  and  fresh.  Some  young  animals 
could  be  left  at  the  mmiathans  and  the  land  rest  a  little  and  by  the 
time  the  animals  are  grown  up  the  land  would  have  recovered  it- 
self somewhat  and  have  rested.  But  your  honor  must  do  as  you 
think  best  and  as  is  most  profitable  to  you  ;  wherewith  ending,  I 
commend  you  with  your  wife  and  children  to  God's  gracious  pro- 
tection and  remain  with  hearty  greetings. 


List  of  papers  and  memoranda  sent  by  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer 
to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck9S 

October  4,  1636 

List  of  the  papers  and  documents  sent  to  Jacob  planch  and  en- 
closed with  his  letter,  this  4th  of  October  1636,  in  Amsterdam. 

No.  1  Remonstrance  to  the  West  India  Company  and  the 
resolutions  passed  concerning  my  ship  called  Rcns- 
sclacrs  wijek. 

No.  2  Payments  made  to  the  people  who  are  to  go  over  on 
this  ship,  amounting  to  1*927:10: — 

9T  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.S8. 
"  V.  R.  B.  Mss,   Letter   Booh,  f.8y. 
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No.  3  Instruction's  drawn  up  for  pieter  Cornelisz  van  Mtinck- 
endanij  also  concerning  the  officer  and  conn n is. 
Jacob  plane  k. 

No.  4    Roll  of  the  people  sailing  for  the  colony  with  some 

memoranda  for  Pieter  Cornelisz. 
No.  5    Reasons  winch  J  have  for  transporting  my  animals 

Lo  my  colony. 

No.  6  Contract  made  with  G  err  it  de  fore  est  concerning 
the  ship  called  Rensselaers  wyck,  with  the  invoice 
and  hill  of  lading  of  the  goods  and  estimate  of  the 
entire  equipment. 

No.  7  Invoice  and  bill  of  lading  of  the  goods  sent  for  the 
account  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  to  Jacob 
planch  —  14100  — 

No.  8  Contract  'with  pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munckendam, 
Claes  Jansz  van  naerden,  Albert  Andriesz  van  fre- 
rickstadt,  concerning  the  mill  company. 

No.  9  Contract  with  several  carpenters,  mainly  for  the  mill 
company. 

No.  10  Contract  made  with  several  farm  laborers  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  farms. 

No.  11  Contract  with  Cornells  maesen  z'an  buijrmalsen  and 
Sijnion  Walk  lis  van  wijttgacrden,  farmers. 

No.  12    Contract  made  with  several  free  colonists. 

No.  13  Contract  with  Cornells  Thomassen  van  Rotterdam, 
smith;  Arent  Steftenier}  hog  dealer;  with  their  men. 

Gerrit  Jansz  Qldenbitrch,  living  at  the  M anatlians,  has  written  me 
several  times  about  getting  a  farm  in  my  colony  or  at  the  Mana- 
thans.  If  he  is  able  and  you  can  accommodate  him,  give  him  a  farm 
provided  you  can  get  animals  ;  and  if  you  can  not,  let  him  come 
over  here  and  find  some  servants,  after  which  he  can  sail  thither 
again  and  by  that  time  I  hope  that  the  animals  will  have,  multiplied, 
or  if  he  prefers  to  wait  for  that  there,  it  is  all  right  too.  Do  not 
forget  to  keep  him  in  mind  as  being  recommended  and  tell  him  to 
write  me  further  how  he  has  fared. 

Corneh's  van  voorsl  may  perhaps  have  some  animals  to  spare 
which  he  can  sell,  or  some  one  of  Ins  men  may  see  to  that.  To 
establish  farms  there  must  be  animals.  [Try]  also  [to  make 
arrangements  with]  W olphcrt  Gerritsz  or  his  children.  Make 
every  effort  to  obtain  animals,  I  shall  send  people. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Johannes  de  Laet" 
October  6,  1636 

X 

To  Mr  Johcni  de  laedtt,  at  Leyden 

In  Amsterdam,  this  6th  of  October  1636 

Yesterday,  on  Sunday,  I  received  your  fav6r  of  the  4th  instant, 
iii  reply  to  which  I  shall  briefly  say  that  our  ship.  God  be  praised, 
has  already  arrived  at  the  Texel.  Yesterday,  the  supercargo  went 
thither  with  the  papers  and  they  are  now  waiting-  only  for  a  good 
wind,  which  may  God  grant  us. 

'i 'here  is  good  company  at  the  Texel  lying  ready  also,  notwith- 
standing which  we,  the  participants  of  the  colony,  have  insured  as 
follows,  for  which  the  policies  are  being  made  out:  1*4000  on  the 
goods  of  the  colony  going  only,  of  which  your  honor's  portion  is 
f8oo;  the  remaining  f200!  your  honor  must  risk,  and  on  our  half 
of  the  ship  and  goods  in  proportion,  the  policies  for  which  have 
been  handed  to  Samuel  ho  ft  ma  11  in  the  presence  of  confrater  Blom- 
macri}  so  that  we  shall  not  run  so  very  much  risk.  I  think  that  the 
insurance  will  be  6$  in  going  and  6<  for  the  return  voyage. 

Hie  ship  de  Seuen  starve  has  come  at  the  right  time,  and  by  the 
good  tidings  which  it  brought  of  the  condition  of  our  colony  has 
made  the  people  going  thither  so  happy  that  they  go  now  with  re- 
doubled courage.  The  news  which  I  have  is  little  but  good.  The 
director  (although  he  was  again  accused  of  having  delayed  the  ship, 
which  is  slander)  hastened  the  sailing  of  this  ship  so  much  that  the 
people  could  not  get  ready  and  I  could  scarcely  obtain  even  a  short 
letter  from  Jacob  pla'nck. 

The  contents  are : 

1  That  consent  has  finally  been  given  to  send,  the  animals,  which 
have  caused  so  much  dispute,  to  the  colony  and.  that  five  milch  cows 
and  five  calves  had  already  been  sent,  which  means  a  good  deal  to 
us.  Thereupon  I  agreed  with  Not  el  man..  Saturday,  by  decision  ui 
the  arbiters,  that  we  shall  pay  him  f  1 50  and  the  Company  f6oo. 
provided  we  receive  the  full  number  of  horses,  cow-  and  other  ani- 
mals. 

2  That  the  wheelwright,  whom  they  needed  so  much,  had  come 
to  the  colony  from  the  Manhatans. 

"  V.  R.  I).  Mss,  Letter  Pn-k,  f.RS. 

' 'It'.  c0  "  remaining  f^oo  "  sce:n  to  refer  to  l.-c  balance  of  de  Laet's  share  of  fiooo 
)"  the  t..tal  account  of   f5oj;:io  for  supplies  lor  the  colony.  S<.e  i>.  335-3°- 
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3  That  three  farms  were  complete  and  their  barns  full  of  grain, 
each  having  about  30  morgens  seeded,  mostly  with  wheat. 

4  That  there  were  enough  animals  to  stock  two  more  farms  as 
soon  as  our  people  arrive  there. 

5  That  they  had  had  a  hue  increase  of  animals  and  needed  nothing 
but  people,  who  will  now  arrive  to  the  number  of  38,  among  whom 
are  six  women  and  several  children,  while  some  still  expect  to  give 
birth  on  the  way. 

6  That. Jacob  planck  had  150  skins  in  stock  which  he  intended  to 
send  by  the  first  ship  of  the  Company,  half  of  which,  I  take  it, 
belong  to  him,  it  being  but  a  false  rumor  that  he  had  sent  a  quantity 
of  skins  as  contraband  by  Dauidt  fietersa. 

7  That  all  our  grain  of  the  year  1635  na^  Deen  delivered  to  the 
Company,  but  I  have  received  no  account  of  it.  In  short,  we  must 
thank  the  Lord  and  can  wish  nothing  better. 

The  Company  obtained  about  8000  skins,  which  is  good  for  them 
also;  however,  there  was  little  merchandise  left.  In  advising  your 
honor  now  as  to  selling  a  part  of  your  honor's  1/5  share,  I  can  say 
only  what  I  have  shown  by  my  own  example,  namely  that  the  share 
of  Godiju  was  sold  in  two  parts:  1/10  part  to  Jacob  and  hcudrick 
Trip,  who  are  married  to  the  daughters,  for  fiooo  cash  in  bank 
specie;  the  other  1/10  part  I  bought  also  for  fiooo  cash  and  offered 
to  leave  to  Mr  Cooiracts  if  he  wants  it,  otherwise  I  intend  to  keep 
it  myself,  although  aside  from  that  I  own  2/5  shares  therein.  He 
has  not  given  me  any  answer  as  yet.  I  promised  to  let  him  read 
all  the  letters  and  instructions  in  order  that  he  may  be  at  ease  and 
do  the  same  with  a  good  conscience.  And  in  order  that  your  honor 
may  be  at  ease  too,  I  send  enclosed  the  instructions  given  to  the 
crew  of  the  ship.  Please  to  look  this  over  and  annotate  it  if  your 
honor  has  any  objections  and  then  with  additions  show  it  to  Gcrrit 
dc  forccst  so  that  he  may  sign  it  and  send  it  back  to  me  at  the  first 
opportunity  without  fail.  Blommacrt  has  already  transferred  to 
his  brother  in  law  adam  bessels  1/10  part  out  of  his  1/5;  what 
your  honor  must  now  do  or  not  do  is  for  yourself  to  decide;  if  the 
person  [to  whom  you  think  of  selling]  could  be  of  service  to  tis. 
I  should  be  the  better  pleased.  Before  I  could  resolve  to  reduce 
my  share.  I  should  have  to  feel  that  it  was  necessary  in  order  to 
have  more  backing,  though  we  have  enough  pasture  land  to  divide 
the  one  fifth  shares  into  fiftieth  shares  as  I  think  that  by  conveyance 
we  have  no  less  than  150  thousand  morgens  of  land.  However. 
1  fear  that  if  we  expand  too  much  we  may  become  the  counterpart. 


VAN   RENSSELAER  BOWIES  MANUSCRIPTS 


335 


of  Swanendael,  as  the  large  number  often  causes  confusion,  and, 
one  pulling  this  way  and  another  that  way,  hinder  one  another  and 
are  in  one  another's  way.  so  that  I  should  conclude  the  fewer  in 
number  the  better  ;  but  your  honor  must  do  as  he  pleases.  When  we 
got  so  many  participants  in  Swanendal,  then  came  our  confusion. 
1  hope  that  after  this  we  shall  not  have  to  provide  any  more  capi- 
tal and  that  we  shall  every  year  receive  good  returns,  which  wouM 
begin  already  if  we  only  had  the  accounts  of  deliveries  to  the  Com- 
pany. I  keep  your  honor  too  long  discoursing;  when  you  come 
here  you  will  be  able  to  see  [it  all]  more  fully  from  the  writings 
and  papers  which  contain  everything,  especially  the  letter  to  Jacob 
planck;  the  list  of  the  papers  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Enclosed  is  the  account  of  the  cost  of  the  entire  equipment  amount- 
ing for  your  honor's  portion  to  fi550,  and  of  the  colony  fiooo. 
Hereto  must  be  added  the  insurance  premium,  so  that  it  will  be 
about  fioo  higher;  on  this  your  honor  can  count.  Toward  this 
your  honor's  draft  furnishes  fi200,  as  you  still  owed  me  f300  of 
old,  so  that  there  remain  fi45o  for  your  honor  to  pay.  I  request 
that  you  kindly  send  me  this  amount  at  the  first  opportunity,  as  [ 
have  already  advanced  a  good  deal  hereon  and  the  people  are  still 
daily  making  frequent  demands  for  money ;  but  most  important  of 
all,  as  Gerrit  de  foreest  has  still  more  than  f4000  to  pay  which  they 
af!  try  to  collect  from  me,  your  honor  will  please  let  him  know  that 
lie  must  make  arrangements  that  I  receive  the  said  money  this 
week,  at  least  some  of  it  and  the  rest  next  week.  My  own  share  is 
large  and  if  in  addition  I  have  to  provide  so  many  thousands  for 
him,  I  should  be  much  embarrassed.  He  promised  me  to  come  back 
here  at  once  or  to  send  money,  also  to  sign  the  instructions  ;  please 
have  this  matter  urged  on  him  and  that  he  write  me  an  answer  to 
the  enclosed.  Your  honor  can  have  this  general  account  copied  for 
him;  he  has  the  detailed  account  of  f/S40:4:6  of  the  cargo,  and  he 
can  have  that  copied  for  you  in  return.  I  ask  you  kindly  to  urge 
the  matter  strongly  on  him  and  in  sending  back  the  enclosed  instruc- 
tions to  let  me  have  your  honor's  answer  and  opinion;  in  this  way 
I  shall  also  be  animated  to  take  to  heart  with  greater  zeal  and 
earnestness  our  common  interest,  which  now  for  three  months  has 
given  me  no  small  trouble.  T  should  not  like  to  get  into  difficulty  on 
account  of  other  people's  money.  Trusting  this  matter  to  you,  very 
dear  and  beloved  Sir  and  friend,  I  shall  end,  commending  your 
honor  to  the  gracious  protection  of  God;  may  He  grant  the  same 
to  your  honor  and  to  us  all,  etc.  Mr  blommacrt  and  Trip  have  paid 
their  portions  already. 
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The  equipment  and  the  cargo  £15476    15  6 

The  colony  -  f  5027  10 

£20504     5  6 

The  letter  to  forecst  is  open,  your  honor  may  read  it  and  then 
seal  it  and  have  it  handed  to  him. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Forest- 

October  6,  1636 

Laus  dco,  this  day,  the  6th  of  October  1636,  in  Amsterdam 
Monsieur  de  forecst: 

Yesterday  forenoon  our  people  left  here  for  the  ship,  taking  with 
them  all  necessary  papers.  The  instructions,  however,  which  have 
been  signed  by  me  only  and  must  be  signed  by  your  people,  I  have 
sent  to  Mr  de  Laett  to  have  him  look  them  over  to  see  whether  he 
has  anything  to  add ;  you  can  do  the  same  and  then  send  them  back 
to  me  signed. 

I  am  also  very  anxiously  waiting  for  the  rest  of  the  money 
which  you  still  have  to  provide  and  which  amounts  as  follows  : 

The  ship  with  the  equipment  amounts  to  £5706    3  o 

The  cargo,  of  which  you  have  the  account  f7840    4  6 

The  food  stores  amount  to  £1930    8  o 


fi5476  15  6 


Your  half  comes  to  £7738  8 

The  assignment  and  payment  made  by  yon 

when  yon  were  here  last  ^ 3 1 79  M 

The  duffels  sent  last  f  221  1 


Total  f34oo  15 

Remains  due  *4337  l3 

In  the  above  £15476:15:6  are  included  all  the  provisions  which 
we  have  loaded  in  the  ship,  toward  which  there  is  coming  to  the 
participants  from  the  passengers  6  stivers  a  day  for  three  months'5 


1  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Later  Binrk,  f.H9b 
3  Sec  i>.  34J. 


VAN  RENSSELAER  BOW I EE  MANUSCRIPTS 


337 


according  to  agreement,  which  will  alone  amount  to  more  than  a 
thousand  guilders.  We  could  not  we'll  settle  it  otherwise  without 
getting  into  a  great  quarrel.  It  amounts  to  a  little  less  than  5 
stivers,  but  they  have  agreed  to  pay  us  6  stivers  on  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  when  we  receive  advice  as  to  how  long  the  passengers  have 
enjoyed  board. 

Mr  de  Lact  has  the  detailed  account  of  the  ship  and  the  provisions 
of  which  he  will  no  doubt  have  a  copy  made  for  you  so  that  each 
one  may  have  the  whole  in  full. 

I  am  surprised  that  I  do  not  hear  from  you  about  the  above 
14337:13  which  must  still  be  paid,  as  the  people  come  bothering  me 
daily  so  that  I  am  ashamed  and  can  not  put  them  off  any  longei. 
You  must  settle  this  at  once  and  do  not  neglect  to  send  me  word  by 
the  first  boat  how  the  matter  stands,  as  you  promised  me  to  make 
arrangements  for  paying  me  at  the  first  opportunity,  and  herewith 
I  commend  you  to  God  Almighty. 

You  know  what  trouble  i  have  had  ;  I  ought  not  in  addition  to 
suffer  the  trouble  of  haying  the  people  coming  to  dun  me  so. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Forest4 

October  8,  1636 
Gcraerdt  De  forecst,  at  Ley  den 

This  day,  the  8th  of  October  1636 
■  Day  before  yesterday  I  wrote  to  you  under  cover  to  Mr  de  Lactt, 
complaining  that  I  received  from  you  neither  news  nor  money  and 
that  the  people  came  importuning  me  daily.  This  will  happen  now 
still  oftener  as  I  hope  that  our  ship  sailed  today  in  good  company; 
it  was  most  desirable  that  it  should  make  such  speedy  progress  ; 
may  Almighty  God  watch  over, it.  However,  now  the  ship  is  at  sea, 
one  can  not  delay  the  people  any  longer.  There  is  also  more  risk- 
involved  for  you  than  you  think,  inasmuch  as  of  your  half  share 
nothing  has  been  insured;  and  if  contrary  to  our  hope  an  accident 
should  ocetir.  your  partners  might  dispute  and  question  the  affair, 
since  1  have  not  been  able  to  discover  that  you  have  anything  but 
their  mere  consent  and  even  that  disputable.  If  one  will  share  only 
in  the  cargo  and  another  only  in  the  ship,  you  must  without  delay 
advise  me  how  the  matter  stands  in  order  that  no  confusion  may 
arise  therefrom;  and  if  there  is  the  least  hitch,  give  me  orders  to 

*  V.  R.B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.90. 
2^> 
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take  an  insurance  of  four  or  five  thousand  guilders  on  your  half; 
and  aside  from  that,  if  [your  payment  for  your  share]  does  not 
come  promptly,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  borrow  the  money  upon  bot- 
tomry but  that  would  be  a  double  loss.  Do  not  neglect  to  advise 
me  at  once  ;  trie  matter  is  risky  and  demands  haste  as  the  danger  is 
largely  within  the  first  two  to  four  days;  after  that  the  danger  is 
not. so  great.  It  should  not  happen  that  you  send  not  a  word  of 
advice  for  so  long  a  time,  so  that  I  have  not  only  the  trouble  and 
my  own  large  interest,  but  must  in  addition  he  importuned  on  ac- 
count of  your  partners.  Do  not  sleep  on  this  but  please  satisfy 
me  and  answer  at  once. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Forest5 

October  15,  1636 

Idem 

This  day,  the  15th  ditto 

Your  honor's  letter  with  the  bill  of  exchange  for  480  Carolus 
guilders  on  van  dcr  pon  L  have  received  and  turned  over  in  pay- 
ment. I  doubt  not  but  you  have  already  received  the  receipt  but 
of  the  rest  which  you  wrote  me  would  follow  on  Saturday  I  have 
heard  nothing.  On  the  strength  of  it,  I  have  named  this  afternoon 
as  pay  day,  so  that  I  shall  be  embarrassed ;  I  have  taken  1000  guilders 
of  my  money  out  of  the  bank  and  shall  see  how  far  that  will  go. 
Meanwhile,  do  not  neglect  to  urge  your  partners  not  to  get  me 
into  difficulty.  I  shall  name  next  Saturday  as  another  pay  day,  when 
they  ought  to  furnish  me  with  the  money.  According  to  your  ad- 
vice, I  have  taken  700  pounds  Flemish  insurance  for  the  voyage  at 
6rL  If  they  wish  to  insure  the  return  voyage  also  they  have  still 
time  enough  to  think  it  over.  These  252  guilders  insurance  pre- 
mium, they  must  send  me  also.  Let  those  who  have  the  money 
do  so,  as  the  premium  must  be  paid  cash  or  the  insurance  agents 
begin  to  trouble.  I  hope  that  our  ship  has  already  passed  the 
Channel  and  that  God  Almighty  will  grant  us  a  happy  voyage. 

8  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.90. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Johannes  de  LaetG 
October  2pJ  1636 

Joan  de  laeit,  ai  Leyden 

This  day,  the  29th  of  October  1636 
Vour  honor's  favor  of  the  21st  instant  with  the  drafts  and  cur- 
rency, amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  1450  guilders,  I  have  re- 
ceived and  entered  on  your  account.  We  shall  settle  all  accounts 
at  the  first  opportunity  when  Gcracrd  de  forecst  shall  have  sent  his 
balance,  which  still  amounts  to  about  1*400,  as  all  the  debts  up  to  that 
amount  have  been  paid.  He  writes  me  that  he  will  furnish  the 
money  promptly,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  he  will  do  as  he  says ; 
nevertheless,  I  write  him  today  a  short  note  of  reminder  which 
your  honor  can  second  by  word  of  mouth  when  you  see  him.  It  is 
today  three  weeks  since  our  small  ship  sailed.  If  it  has  kept  the 
wind  which  we  have  had  here  thus  far.  I  hope  that  with  God's 
help  it  is  already  more  than  half  way.  For  your  honor's  account 
insurance  has  been  taken  as  follows: 

f4000  f  800  for  your  honor's  2/10  in 
the  goods  sent  to  the 
colony,  for  the  out  voy- 
age only,  at  6<,  amounts 
to  f  48 

I2666t<3  f  S33/3  f°r  y°ur  honor's  2/10 
in  one  half  of  the  ship 
at  o4  going  f  32 

returning  6$  f32 

13200  1*1640"  for  your  honor's  /3s  in 
one  half  of  the  cargo  at 
6;/  going  f  38  8 

f*8  8 


Total        fi9/3^  Cash  fu8  8 


£70  8 


Last  Saturday  afternoon  his  Excellency  Count  Maurits®  sailed 
with  four  ships:  Zutfhen,  fcrnamhucq,  tliuus  van  Nassauw,  Adam 


*V.  R.  B.  Mss4   Letter  Book,  f.gob. 
1  Should  be  f64o. 
■  Should  be  2/10. 

•  Juhan  Maurits,.  count  of  Nas?au-Sitgcn;  appointed  governor  of  Brazil,  August  23,  1636. 
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cn  eve;  Dc  hccr  van  Coin  and  D°  Resselerius  were  obliged  to  re- 
main and  even  yesterday  had  not  gone  out,  so  that  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  are  out  or  not,  I  think  they  are  in ;  it  is  awkward  that 
the  wind  has  changed. 

Day  before  yesterday  we  came  together  once  more  to  discuss 
the  increase  of  capital  and  in  the  name  of  the  participants  made 
three  propositions  to  give  them  satisfaction. 

1  Concerning  those  who  have  increased  their  investment  and  who 
will  still  further  increase  it. 

2  Concerning  those  who  may  not  increase  it. 

3  Concerning  all  the  participants  whether  they  have  increased 
the  same  or  not. 

On  the  first  head,  that  all  those  who  increase  shall  draw  yearly 
%$,  dividend  on  the  increase,  being  2c/>  on  the  whole,  and  that 
each  participant  to  whom  the  said  2'i  shall  not  be  paid,  may  for  his 
security  levy  on  the  goods  of  the  Company,  as  those  may  do  who 
have  advanced  money  on  interest  to  the  Company. 

On  the  second  head,  that  circulars  be  sent  to  all  the  participants 
to  induce  them  to  make  the  sai  l  .increase  with  such  reasons  and 
motives  as  the  situation  of  affairs  of  the  state  and  of  the  Company 
may  permit;  thereafter  that  tho.->e  who  fail  to  respond  be  called 
upon  by  further  and  public  notice  and  finally  be  specially  summoned 
to  do  so  on  pain,  in  case  of  refusal,  of -being  prosecuted  fur  con- 
tumacy and  of  having  others  admitted  in  their  place. 

However,  as  the  terms  for  the  subscribers  are  so  very  favorable 
it  is  taken  for  granted  that  no  one  will  fail  to  take  advantage  of 
them. 

On  the  third  head,  that  a  certain  amount  of  capital  shall  be  re- 
served for  the  trade  to  Guinea  and  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  Pernam- 
buco  and  Brazil,  to  the  AYest  Indies  and  New  Netherland,  to  trade 
therewith  for  the  profit  of  the  participants,  which  profits  should 
be  distributed  yearly  as  far  as  they  go  and  thereto  added  the  duties 
recently  imposed  by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX  on  the  private 
traders. 

This  capital  has  been  fixed  at  100,000  guilders.  For  each  ninth 
part10  merchandise  to  be  bought  here  for  cash,  without  including 
therein  the  ships  or  expenses  of  equipment,  which  are  to  be  de- 
frayed out  of  the  capital  -which  the  Company  will  derive  from  the 

1,1  The  capital  stuck  of  tlic  Company  was  divided  into  nine  parts,  of  which  the 
Chamber  of  Atnstcr*lanj  managed  four  (tarts,  thai  of  Zetland  two  parts,  and  those  of 
the  Mase,  the  Jfoordet-Quarticr  and  Stad  cn  Landen,  each  one  parti 
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returns,  in  such  a  way  that  purchases  shall  be  made  from  the  first 
of  January  on  and  continue  to  be  made,  applying  the  returns  as 
above,  to  the  amount  of  the  aforesaid  sum. 

The  agents11  in  charge  of  these  goods  shall  be  bound  to  make 
oath  and  render  accounts  to  the  auditors  of  the  directors  and  chief 
participants  in  order  to  divide  the  profits  thereon  yearly  as  afore- 
said, after  deduction  of  the  expenses  of  equipment,  and  if  any 
goods  are  lost  the  same  to  be  made  good  out  of  the  prizes  taken 
by  the  Company  (others  think  that  they  should  be  deducted  from 
the  profits  )  ;  and  in  this  way,  with  God's  blessing,  a  sure  dividend 
might  be  declared  each  year,  so  that  the  shares  of  the  West  India 
Company  would  be  worth  little  less  than  those  of  the  East  India 
Company. 

These  articles  to  be  drawn  up  with  the  formality  thereto  re- 
quired, to  wit:  with  the  knowledge  of  the  respective  chambers,  the 
chief  participants  and  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX  and  the  approval 
of  their  High  Mightinesses. 

This  is  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me  for  I  kept  no  copy 
thereof,  but  Mr  Coenraets  made  a  note  of  it.  Whether  the  pro- 
posal will  be  agreeable  to  the  directors,  we  shall  hear  in  the  course 
of  time.  I  believe  that  Monday  a  report  thereon  was  made  in  the 
Chamber  of  Amsterdam. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Forest1- 

October  29,  1636 

Ditto,  29  October 

Qcraerd  <fe  Forcest: 

I  have  received  the  remittance  of  f  1542 : 17  :S1;i  and  anxiously 
await  the  rest  as  everything  but  that  is  paid.  In  addition  you  must 
not  fail  to  remit  me  separately  252  guilders  for  the  700  pounds 
Flemish  which  have  been  insured  at  6$,  in  order  that  I  can  pay 
the  underwriters  cash,  as  otherwise  they  are  apt  to  make  trouble; 
of  this  I  can  not  omit  advising  you. 

11  Co},:miessen. 

12  V.  K.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.or. 

13  The  third  figure  of  this  amount  in  the  Letter  Book  is  illegible;  according  to 
I'.  3  14  it  is  a  4,  hut  adding  the  sums  there  given  and  subtracting  them  from  1*7738:7:7, 
the  remainder  is  f io%<):\ instead  of  11109:18:5.  so  that  the  third  figure  ought  per- 
haps to  he  a  2.  As  eight  duiten  make  one  stiver,  the  final  figure  8  would  seem  to  he 
Wrong  also.  To  make  the  subtraction  on  p.  344  right  it  should  be  a  6. 
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Kiliaeti  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Forest14 

November  io}  1636 

Gerard  de  foreest.  The  10th  of  November.  Written  again  for 
the  balance  of  the  account  and  for  the  insurance  premium  of  1252, 
[for]  which  a  moment  ago  a  [bill]  was  presented  by  the  under- 
writers, but  he1"  has  received  no  money  as  yet.  Answer  at  once ; 
another  time  I  should  be  unwilling-  to  take  the  trouble10  upon  me. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Forest17 

November  28,  1636 
Gerard  de  foreest,  at  Leyden 

In  Amsterdam,  this  28th  of  November  1636 

I  was  out  of  town  for  a  few  days  and  on  coming  home  find 
yours  of  the  13th  instant,  m  which  you  state  that  you  would  send 
me  the  premium  money  by  Smitwech  or  Tor  tar  oils,  of  which  thus 
far  I  have  heard  nothing,  I  hope  that  it  was  not  wrongly  delivered; 
you  can  tell  them  this  in  order  to  straighten  out  this  matter.  Also 
as  to  the  rest  of  the  account  which  is  still  large  and  makes  me  feel 
very  much  ashamed ;  I  have  great  fear  that  there  will  be  difficulty, 
as  you  wrote  that  it  would  follow  the  week  after  your  letter  and  it 
has  not  come  yet.  Please  exert  further  diligence  and  advise  me 
how  the  matter  stands,  for  I  can  not  put  the  people  off  any  longer 
and  I  should  resent  it  if  I  were  obliged  to  borrow  the  money. 

Touching  the  West  India  Company,  they  thought  first  of  sending 
thither  again  de  Seueti  storre  which  came  thence,  but  then  dis- 
covered that  it  was  too  small  and  resolved  to  send  den  harinck 
thither  via  Curasao;  however,  this  will  probably  not  be  before 
spring.  I  think  that  they  will  not  debate  the  throwing  open  of 
the  country  till  then;  it  would  be  well  if  this  subject,  were  kept 
alive  so  that  in  the  next  meeting  of  the  XIX,  which  is  to  he  held 
in  14  days,  a  resolution  might  be  passed  thereon  and  if  the  chief 
participants  of  Leyden  should  commission  Mr  de  iaet  to  propose 
that  something  be  done  about  it. 

P.  S.  If  no  money  comes  about  the  beginning  of  next  week,  I 
must  seek  other  remedy  for  I  can  not  delay  the  work  any  longer. 
Vale.  '  '  '  ' 

14  V.  R.  D.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.91.  Memorandum  in  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer. 

15  Possibly  Joost  van  Sandwech;  see  next  letter. 
18  rugie ;  literally,  quarrel. 

»  V.R.B.Mss,  Later  Book,  f.Q.b. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Forestls 

December  5,  1636 

Gerard  deforcest,  at  Leyden 

In  Amsterdam,  this  5th  of  December  1636 

I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  4th  instant  and  am  surprised 
that  the  wife  of  hendrick  de  foreest™  has  not  communicated  to  you 
the  letters  which  she  received  from  her  husband,  as  she  left  here 
Tuesday  before  the  day  of  prayer.  I  have  received  but  one  letter, 
signed  by  all  three18*  of  them,  which  contains  less  information  than 
her  letters  will  probably  have.  It  is  all  right  that  one  should  write 
in  the  name  of  all  three  but  in  addition  each  should  write  separately 
a  short  letter  to  me  and  also  to  you,  which  they  have  not  done,  and 
as  I  have  not  time  to  copy  the  letter  I  send  you  the  original  en- 
closed ;  please  read  it,  communicate  it  to  Mr  de  Lactt  and  others, 
copy  it  and  then  send  it  back  to  me  at  once.  It  is  a  great  favor 
of  the  Lord  our  God  that  he  has  preserved  our  people,  our  ship 
and  goods  so  graciously  in  such  perils  and  such  long  continued 
storm,  for  which  He  must  be  lauded  and  praised  forever.  They 
complain  about  the  food,  but  have  not  much  cause  for  it  as  the 
passengers  were  victualled  for  three  months  and  eight  of  my  men 
were  left  on  land  so  that  the  provisions  could  last  that  much  longer. 
Hie  12  men  of  the  crew  are  victualled  for  12  months,  which  is 
equal  to  48  men  for  three  months,  so  that  one  with  the  other  they 
have  provisions  for  six  months  on  board,  as  in  New  Netherland 
they  can  supply  what  is  wanting  for  the  crew.  They  write  also 
for  money  to  buy  food,  which  I  would  send  if  it  would  not  take 
too  long  before  they  get  it;  moreover  I  have  no  correspondent  in 
Lngland.  I  hope  that  with  this  wind  they  will  again  continue 
their  voyage  in  God's  name  and  that  the  Lord  may  give  a  good 
result,  that  they  do  a  good  business.  The  insurance  money  must 
not  be  delayed  -or  the  underwriters  will  make  trouble  in  case  of 
Joss.  The  other  money  must  not  be  delayed  any  longer  either ;  I 
do  not  know  how  I  shall  draw  on  jcni  du  forces?0  for  the  f8oo.  I 

"  V,K.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f.oib. 

,J  J! vr.',! rick  de  Forest  was  the  son  of  Gerard  de  Forest's  elder  brother,  Jesse  de 

Forest.  * 

' t'irek  Corssen  Stam,  supercargo,  Jan  Tiepkesz  Schcllinger,  skipper,  and  ilendrick 
•<"  Forest,  mate,  of  the  Rcnsscliierszvyck,  which  sailed  from  Amsterdam  Sept.  25,  1636. 
';  J.   W.  De  Forest,   The  de  Forests  of  Avesnes,  mentions  Jean  de   Forest,   son  of 
c  iac  Kdrest;  Jean  do  rarest,  son  of  Jesse's  elder  brother,  Melchior  de  Forest;  Jean 
'*'    '  'le.'it,  -.-.uppo-.e.i  brother  of  Jes>e  de  Forest ;  and  Jean  du  Forest  of  Tourcoing,  all 
to  have  been  living  in  1636. 
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shall  inquire  what  I  can.  do,  hut  the  rest  must  follow.  Today  i 
paid  out  so  much  that  I  have  not  ten  guilders  in  the  house,  for 
I  have  no  excuse  whatever  for  putting  the  people  off  any  longer.  I 
see  that  nearly  all  the  trouble  comes  down  upon  me,  which  does 
not  distress  me  as  much  as  that,  in  addition  to  the  large  portion 
which  I  risk  myself,  I  must  also  take  care  of  [the  payments  of] 
others  or  be  dunned  for  them,  which  I  am  not  used  to.  Please  to 
arrange  for  the  liquidation  [of  the  account]  and  in  addition  I 
ought  to  have  some  cash  on  hand  to  spend  in  emergencies  like  the 
present  one.  Vale. 


Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Foreest21 

December  iS,  1636 

Gerard  de  foreest,  at  Leyden 

This  day,  the  18th  of  December  1636 

Yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  Sr  Joost  van  Sandtweck  with 
a  remittance  of  ^456:16:4  some  days  after  sight,  which  has  been 
accepted.  He  says  that  the  same  is  for  the  balance  of  what  he, 
Tortarolis  and  others  must  provide  and  asks  me  to  advise  him 
whether  that  balances  the  account,  which  I  can  not  well  do  as  I 
have  not  kept  any  account  with  any  one  individually;  you  will 
therefore  greet  him  heartily  in  my  name  and  help  him  out  in  his 
request. 

First,  he  says  that  of  the  11456:16:4,  f2io  must 
go  toward  the  insurance  at  5$  of  14200 ;  the  rate  is 
6fi  and  the  amount  should  be  1252  ;  subtracted  from 
the  fi456:i6:4,  there  remains  for  the  equipment 
and  cargo  T1204  16  4 

he  has  also  remitted  f  1542  17  8L'J 

received  from  Ian  da  pant  f  480    o  O 

received  from  you  in  cash  f  563  15 

for  goods  furnished,  in  15  lots  t2&57 
The  equipment  and  the  cargo  according  to  the 
account  sent,  though  a  few  lots  had  been  omitted, 
amount  to  f  15476:15:6;  your  half  is  7  7 


So  that  there  is  a  balance  due  to  me  of  frioo,  18  5 


R.  U.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  i.92 
'This  amount  bhoui<i  probably  be  £1522:17:6.     Sec  p.  341 
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Hereof  you  have  ordered  me  to  draw  fSoo  on 
Jchan  du  fore  est,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  do. 
so  that  he  must  send  it  to  me  in  coin  or  by  other 
remittance,  of  which  you  will  please  notify  him  f  800 

Remains  still  f  309  18  5 

Why  these  f30C):i8:5  fail  to  come  I  do  not  know;  you  must  in- 
form me  and  Sr  Santwech  about  them  as  he  writes  that  he  will 
remit  me  his  balance  at  once. 

Dirck  Corssen  Stam,  Jan  Tiepkesz  Schcllinger  and  Hendrick  de 
Forest  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer23 

January  8,  16 57 

Laus  deo.    At  Jlrercom,24  the  8th  of  January  1637 

Honorable,  wise,  prudent,  very  discreet  sir,  Mr  giel  Jan  van  rens- 
selaer 

Sir :  We  hereby  let  you  know  that  we  have  written  to  your  honor 
and  that  we  have  received  no  reply.  We  sail  at  this  ebb  of  the 
tide;  there  is  a  X.E.  wind  with  a  foresail  breeze.  May  the  good 
Lord  grant  us  luck  and  a  safe  voyage.  Cornells  toomanssen  the 
smith  has  been  stabbed  to  death  here  by  his  comrade  hans  van 
sctieUuijsen  and  hans  von  seuehnijseu  has  been  taken  inland,  to  wit, 
to  exsctter,  where  he  must  await  his  verdict.  The  matter  has  given 
us  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  but  thank  God  we  are  all  of  us  still  hale 
and  hearty  and  agree  well  with  one  another.  We  know  not  much 
to  write  as  we  have  given  an  account  of  all  that  has  happened  in  our 
previous  letters,  so  that  we  can  not  write  your  honor  more  at  present, 
for  there  is  no  news  here  except  that  a  large  number  of  vessels  are 
arriving  on  account  of  the  heavy  storm,  which  rages  all  the  time. 
Wishing  your  honor  and  your  honor's  family  a  happy  New  Year, 
we  commend  your  honor  to  the  protection  of  the  Lord.  Amen. 
In  great  haste,  your  honor's  servants 

[signed]    dirck  Corsscnstam 
Jan  tiepkesz 
H  De  forest 

[Endorsed] 
To  qiel  Jaen  van  rensselaer 

21  V.  R.  n.  Mss  12. 

™  Ilfraecmbe,  on  the  north  coast  of  Devon,  England. 
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Jan  Tiepkesz  Schellinger  to  his  wife,  Trijn  Janse  Bruigh2'' 
January  o,  1637 

Praise  God  above  all.  From  ijlle  fakom,2®  the  channel  of 
brusto,21  1637,  the  qth  of  January  , 

Worthy,  well  and  dearly  beloved  wife  Trin  ijaiis: 

I  let  you  know  that,  ah  of  us  and  all  my  people  are  still  hale  and 
hearty,  for  which  the  Almighty  God  be  praised  and  thanked;  I 
hope  that  it  may  be  the  same  with  you,  my  dear  and  much  beloved 
wife,  and  also  with  our  children  and  all  our  good  friends ;  were 
it  otherwise,  it  would  grieve  my  heart  to  hear  it.  I  let  you  know 
further  that  we  intend  to  put  to  sea  tomorrow,  the  10th,  if  it  pleases 
Almighty  God,  for  we  have  only  now,  that  is  today,  obtained  an 
east  wind  and  have  therefore  been  obliged  to  remain  here  long  and 
at  great  expense  for  the  ship  and  the  people,  for  which  we  are 
sorry.  We  have  lain  here  over  seven  weeks,  but  God  Almighty 
grant  us  a  safe  voyage  :  I  hope  that  we  shall  make  good  the  loss. 
My  dear  wife,  you  must  know  that  this  is  the  third  letter  which 
I  have  written  and  I  have  longed  much  for  your  reply  to  my  first 
letter,  which  I  have  not  received  for  unknown  reasons.  I  beg  you 
further,  my  dearest,  that  you  will  take  good  care  of  my  dear 
children  and  keep  and  direct  them  in  all  good  ways  and  so  that 
they  may  obey  you  in  every  respect  ;  and  if  you  write,  have  my 
son  gcrrlt  yansen  write  to  me  too  that  I  may  sec  his  writing;  tell 
him  that  I  wish  it.  God  grant  that  they  may  grow  up  in  His 
favor  and  obtain  the  salvation  of  their  souls  and  do  you,  my  dear 
wife,  submit  yourself  to  God  and  serve  Him  in  his  Church  and 
instruct  your  children  therein,  if  you  please,  upon  which  T  set  my 
heart;  and  beware  of  and  avoid  what  may  harm  your  soul  and  keep 
yourself  from  evil  if  it  is  possible  as  I  trust  in  you.  my  dear,  and 
that  you  will  be  an  example  to  your  children  for  good.  No  more 
of  this  for  the  present  however;  may  the  Almighty  God  graciously 
keep  you  and  all  of  us  and  grant  us  a  safe  voyage.    Greet  all  my 


M  v.  r.  n.  Mis  13. 

Ilfracombc,  on  the  north  coast  of  Devon,  England. 
17  Bristol. 
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good  friends  and  especially  my  dear  children  with  a  friendly  kiss. 
Amen,  Amen. 

[signed]       Jan  Tiepkcsz  dai  ick  vcrwachP* 

[Endorsed] 

To  deliver 
to  the  worthy  and  virtuous 

vrouwe  frin  ijans  brnigh 
outside  the  riggeliers  pooert  at 
the  ossemaerckt  in  the  niezvciuin 
at  Amsterdam  1637. 
Praise  the  hoat. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Gerard  de  Forest28 

April  2,  16 si 

Gerard  dc  forccst,  at  Leyden 

This  2d  of  April  1637,  in  Amsterdam 
Although  I  hope  that  by  this  time  our  people,  ship  and  goods 
have  already  arrived  in  New  Netherlands  I  have  no  word  from 
any  of  the  head  people  as  to  the  precise  day  when  they  expected 
to  put  out  to  sea,  only  one  letter  from  a  young  relative  of  mine20 
stating  that  they  would  put  to  sea  at  the  first  opportunity,  in  com- 
pany with  two  well  mounted  English  vessels.  What  the  cause  of 
this  failure  is,  I  can  not  tell  but  must  patiently  await  their  return, 
with  God's  blessing,  to  the  fatherland. 

As  there  is  still  more  than  nob  guilders  due  to  me  on  your 
account,  this  will  serve  also  to  urge  you  to  let  me  have  the  said 
money  at  the  first  opportunity.  According  to  your  wish,  I  have 
suspended  payments  for  some  time ;  also  I  have  heard  nothing 
of  the  1*800  of  Jchan  da  forccst,  and  as  1  am  very  much  in  need  of 
money  on  account  of  a  large  quantity  of  pearls  which  I  have 
bought  and  on  which  I  can  get  a  rebate  as  I  am  allowed  to  dis- 
count my  own  note  at  eight  per  cent,  you  will  please  make  arrange- 
ments and,  in  order  that  I  may  know  how  to  regulate  myself, 
will  advise  me  at  once  what  I  can  count  on.  Further,  as  I  have 
taken  considerable  insurance  on  my  half  of  the  *  returns  and  as 
our  people,  on  account  of  the  great  demand  which  there  must  be 

y,n  Jan  Ticpkepz,  that  I  may  be  able. 

'~%  V.  R.  B.  ^fss,  Letter  P.ork,  f.Q3. 

-'•'Mauriis  Tansz  van  Brocckhuysen;  sec  p.  408. 
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in  that  country  from  lack  of  other  ships,  may  come  hither  again 
immediately  and  run  great  danger  from  the  Dunkirkers  since  they 
come  alone,  I  should  advise  you,  as  I  hope  that  business  will  be 
good  and  well  able  to  bear  the  insurance,  to  insure  for  a  few 
hundred  pounds  Flemish,  upon  which  also  I  shall  await  your 
answer. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Joost  van  Sandwech30 

June  27,  1637 

Joost  Van  Sandzvcch,  at  Leyden 

In  Amsterdam,  this  27th  of  June  1637 

I  hope  that  Sr  gcrrit  dc  foreest  has  come  home  "from  Dclff  and 
agreed  and  made  further  arrangements  with  you  as  to  the  payment 
of  the  balance  and  of  the  new  insurance,  as  I  have  contracted  with 
him  and  everything  is  done  in  his  name  and  I  might  get  into 
trouble  with  him  if  I  undertook  anything  without  his  orders.  You 
will  therefore  please  have  him  give  me  orders  himself  or  substitute 
you  by  notarial  instrument  to  correspond  with  me  in  his  stead  and 
promise  to  hold  good  and  binding  whatever  you  shall  resolve  upon 
with  me,  both  with  regard  to  his  own  participation  and  that  of 
his  partners,  as  to  whom  I  never  received  proper  information  to 
what  extent  and  for  how  much  each  one  participates  under  him, 
since  many  changes  were  made  therein. 

1  shall  therefore  await  further  orders  and  for  the  present  take 
no  other  insurance  on  his  half  than  the  1000  guilders,  of  which 
I  spoke  to  you,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  yet  on  account 
of  the  bad  tidings  which  come  daily  from  the  sea,  yes,  I  have  not 
even  completed  the  insurance  which  I  meant  to  take  on  my  half 
and  for  the  colony.  I  ask  kindly  that  Sr  gcrret  dc  forccst  take 
care  that  I  get  the  balance  of  my  money  before  good  or  bad  tidings 
of  the  small  boat  arrive,  otherwise  we  shall  get  into  great  dispute 
about  it.  It  is  not  a  question  of  promising  the  interest  nor  of  the 
trouble  which  I  have  had  therewith,  but  of  the  participation  and 
the  participants  themselves.  Therefore,  I  ask  you  once  more  in 
all  friendship  to  let  me  know  the  names  of  the  participants  and 
above  all  that  I  may  receive  the  money  before  good  Or  bad  tidings 
come.  It  is  inconvenient  for  me  to  he  in  this  uncertainty  as  to 
why  tin's  money  fails  to  come  wherein  I  unwittingly  may  run  some 


"■"  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  letter  Book,  f.r^b. 
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risk  myself.  If  lie  cedes  it31  to  you  instead  of  to  Jan  da  forccst 
I  am  satisfied,  but  it  must  be  paid  before  any  tidings  of  the  ship 
come. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Joost  van  Sandwech32 

August  20,  1627 

» 

Joost  Van  Sandwech,  at  Leyden 

This  20th  of  August  1637,  in  Amsterdam 
Some  time  ago  I  wrote  you  for  the  money  which  is  still  due  to 
me  stating  that  I  was  in  great  need  of  having  it  by  the  last  of 
July,  now  past,  to  make  payments  to  the  West  India  Company,  and 
n  few  days  later  Cortakelis'^  came  here  to  whom  also  I  mentioned 
it ;  but  to  my  surprise  I  have  received  neither  money  nor  answer. 
Please  therefore  not  to  fail  to  send  me  this  amount,  for  I  am 
ashamed  to  have  kept  the  aforesaid  Company  waiting  so  long  and 
besides  I  must  pay  eight  per  cent  interest  thereon.  I  hope  that  our 
ship  will  arrive  very  soon,  as  it  has  been  reported  to  me  that  about 
four  months  ago  she  was  spoken  at  Capo  Charles  in  Virginia  and 
in  passing  had  called  out  that  they  hoped  to  follow  soon  and  had 
sold  most  of  their  goods  and  sold  them  well,  but  that  they  must 
first  call  on  the  English  at  the  north  and  also  stop  in  New  Nether- 
land,  in  order,  as  I  presume,  to  collect  the  balance.34  The  wife  of 
Hcndrick  du  foreest,  who  went  from  here- to  Leyden,  will  no  doubt 
have  communicated  this  to  you.  Let  there  be  no  failure  about  send- 
ing or  remitting  the  money. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Joost  van  Sandwech35 

September  1  /,  1637 

Joost  ]7an  Sandwech,  at  Leyden 

In  Amsterdam,  this  14th  of  September  1637 
I  receive  this  moment  your  letter  and  see  that  you  have  pro- 
tested to  Jehan  du  foreest  and  T  otic  haul  de  fieri j  on,  who  replied 
that  they  had  made  their  payments,  which  thus  far  has  not  been 
done.    I  am  astonished  at  their  impertinence  in  keeping  me  waiting 

:1  The  balance  of  his  interest? 
n,  V.  R.  B.  Hss,  Letter  Book,  f.93. 
^  Tfirtartilis?    See  p.  34 

:*  >!'•  restante  U  Innen;  literally,  to  collect  the  remainder. 

u  P.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  193.  The  first  three  lines,  including  the  words  "  pay- 
ments," are  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  VAfl  Rensselaer. 
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almost  a  year  with  idle  consolations,  It  is  true  that  last  week  a 
young  man  was  here  saying  that  he  had  the  money  and  then  that 
he  would  let  me  have  it  in  a  day  or  two,  which  days  are  now  long 
past.  I  do  not  know  what  their  intention  is;  there  is  a  suspicion 
of  bad  faith  in  wanting  to  be  participants  without  furnishing  any 
money  and  to  regulate  themselves  according  to  the  results  of  the 
business.  Therefore,  as  die  ship  is  about  to  arrive,  to  avoid  all 
question,  please  let  me  have  the  balance  of  the  portion  of  Gcrril 
du  forccst  according  to  your  letter,  in  order  that  the  others  coming 
in  between  may  not  put  me  again  on  slippery  ice.  I  must  there- 
fore live  between  hope  and  fear  and  can  with  justice  say:  Nescio 
quo  me  vertam.  Uo  not  neglect  to  answer  me  by  way  of  haerlem 
or  at  the  first  opportunity  and  to  send  me  the  money  in  order  that 
I  may  for  once,  now  it  comes  to  a  pinch,  be  at  ease.  Trusting  to 
your  promptness  I  commend  you. 

Tomorrow  by  the  first  boat,  I  expect  the  effect  of  your  letter; 
it  must  not  be  delayed  any  longer. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  tc  Pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munnickendam"11 

September  21,  16^ 

Piettcr  Cornelisoi  ran  Munnkkedam^  in  New  Netherland,  in  the 
colony  of  Rensselaer svvyck 

This  21st  of  September  1637,  in  Amsterdam 

Sent  by  den  harinck 
Notwithstanding  I  have  received  no  letter  from  you,  as  my  small 
vessel  which  I  expect  every  hour  has  not  yet  arrived,  I  can  not 
refrain  from  telling  you,  on  the  report  which  I  have  from  Jacob 
wolfcrsen,  who  met  your  son  in  law37  at  the  Mauhatans  and  told 
me  that  upon  your  arrival  at  the  Mauhatans  you  had  immediately 
bought  a  small  yacht  or  a  sloop  and  at  once  sailed  up  the  river 
therewith,  that  you  have  done  very  well  herein  and  that  I  must 
praise  your  diligence  in  this  matter  in  which  you  will  please  con- 
tinue. Further,  I  understand  also  that  you  had  goods  enough  at 
the  creek  or  at  the  falls  where  the  mill  was  to  stand  and  that  you 
had  made  every  effort  to  get  the  mill  ready  for  operation  (from 
which  the  profits  must  come). 

"V.  R.  B.  Uss,  Letter  Book,  f.Q3b.  j 
w  Symon  Jansz  Itenypot;  see  p.  40ft,  413,  417. 
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1  have  no  doubt  that  no  matter  how  much  lumber,  you  saw,  it 
will  be  sold  readily  to  my  people,  at  the  Manhattans,  and  also  to 
the  English,  both  to  the  south  and  to  the  north,  who  will  no  doubt 
come  to  letch  it  at  your  place.  And  you  must  pay  especial  atten- 
tion to  this  now  that  your  partner  Claes  Jansen  van  Naerden, 
who  goes  by  this  ship,  is  to  be  with  you,  that  together  and  with 
God's  help  you  find  means  to  build  for  the  chiefs  and  others  of 
the  savages  houses  and  huts  which  they  can  shut  with  doors  and  win- 
dows, to  which  end  you  must  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  smith, 
that  he  may  furnish  nails,  hinges,  bolts  and  other  necessaries  on 
condition  of  receiving  a  suitable  profit  therefrom.  The  accident 
to  my  smith3?  and  his  helper  is  very  inconvenient  for  me;  however, 
1  hear  that  another  has  come  from  the  Manhatans. 

I  am  negotiating  here  with  two  good  smiths,  but  the  time  is 
now  somewhat  short  as  the  ships  have  already  left  for  the  Texd 
and  I  fear  that  I  shall  not  succeed  this  time.  I  recommend  to 
you  above  all  to  observe  the  fear  of  God,  to  live  in  peace  with 
one  another,  to  promote  the  profit  and  service  of  your  master  and 
of  yourself ;  about  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  there  will  then  be  no 
doubt.  I  long  very  much  for  your  letter;  omit  not  to  write  me 
full  particulars  on  all  occasions  and  greet  Albert  andriesen  and  the 
others  of  our  people  of  the  mill  company  from  me,  recommending 
to  them  also  the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  diligence,  wherewith,  etc. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  van  Twiller39 

September  21,  163/ 

TRANSLATED   BY   MRS   ALAN    H.  STRONG 

Wmlcr  van  Twitter,  in  New  Netherland,  at  Fort  Amsterdam 

*  '  This  2 1st  September  1637,  in  Amsterdam 

Sent  by  dc  Harinck 
As  1  am  daily,  yes  almost  hourly,  expecting  the  arrival  of  my 
small  ship,  I  have  postponed  this  [letter]  till  now,  because  I  have 
:  o  letter  from  you  and,  when  the  said  ship  went  out.  fa  Ivised  you 
■»  fully  that  now  I  have  no  more  material.    I  only  have  from  you 

'  C  rnelis  Thomas?,   killed   in   a   quarrel   by   his   helper   Hans   van    Sevcnhuysen  at 
1  '■  ■  ombe,  in  Devonshire,  England,  Dec.  8,  1636;  see  p.  345,  365.    The  smith  from  the 
Manbatn-n*  was  llurger  Jorisz. 
*  1'.  R,  }i.  Msg,   Letter   Book,    f.Q.-jh  9  \h.     Printed   in   Dutch   in   Oud  Holland,  1890, 
>'■>',        App<  miix  K  to  Mr  de  Roever's  articles  on  the  colony  of  Renssclaersvvyck. 
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the  recommendation  of  the  widow  of  Roelof  /arisen*0  written  to 
me  hastily  and  with  few  words,  and  your  oral  greetings  by  Jaco 
Wolphertsen,  and  am  glad  to  know  that  you  are  well.  I  released 
the  said  widow  from  her  debt  long  ago.  My  reason  for  so  doing. 
I  will  tell  you  orally  when  we  meet  (  God  willing)  in  good  health. 
I  am  expecting  your  return  by  one  of  these  two  ships  which  tin 
Company  is  sending  thither  with  a  new  director.  I  do  not  know 
what  to  advise  you,  whether  to  cross  by  the  first  which  returns 
at  once,  or  by  the  second,  which  it  appears  will  stay  longer.  It 
the  first  to  come  is  defendable  and  large  enough,  I  would  advise 
you  to  come  by  that;  the  sooner  the  better,  so  that  you  may  clear 
yourself  at  last  from  the  unbearable  slanders  with  which  the  fiscal8, 
and  lus  wife  have  besmirched  and  defamed  your  person  through 
the  whole  land,  before  great  and  small,  religious  and  secular  people. 
The  wife,  who  was  here  not  long  ago,  or  perhaps  is  still  here, 
continues  to  do  so,  trying  especially  to  involve  the  minister  also, 
who  is  slandered  so  before  the  consistory  that  it  is  most  important 
for  him  to  come  over ;  and  let  him  not  be  persuaded  to  stay  then- 
before  he  has  vindicated  and  justified  himself.  Yes;  no  one  was 
overlooked,  either  great  or  small,  especially  of  those  who  belonged 
to  the  council  or  had  had  anything  to  do  with  the  administration", 
so  it  seems  that  the  country  there  is  full  of  rascally  and  godless 
people  and  it  is  highly  needful  that  every  one  who  has  any  regard 
for  his  honor  should  come  and  defend  himself  in  order  to  thrust 
such  a  load  of  blame  from  his  shoulders. 

And  as  to  your  honor,  many  are  so  misled  and  deceived  thai 
they  think  that  your  honor  will  not  dare  return  but  will  stay  in 
that  country,  although  I,  wherever  I  go,  maintain  the  contrary. 

It  seems  that  the  Company  intends  to  take  up  the  affairs  oi 
New  Netherland  now  with  all  diligence,  since  by  the  increase  oi 
the  Company's  capital  by  Vz  they  have  now  obtained  money  which 
they  really  lacked  before.  As  I  am  informed,  they  have  planned 
some  freedoms  but  are  delaying  to  issue  them  until  they  have  re- 
ceived news  of  the  condition  and  opportunities  of  the  country, 
which,  as  I  guess,  will  happen  on  the  advice  of  this  now  departing 
director413  and,  as  I  also  guess,  on  the  advice  of  the  returning  di- 
rector and  other  councilors,  so  that  you  had  better  be  on  good 
terms  with  this  director  who  now  goes  thither,  in  order  to  make  a 
success  of  New  Netherland,  for  if  one  thinks  one  way  and  another 

40 Anmtje  Jans,  who  in   t6;,3  married  the  Rev.  Evcrardus  Bogardus. 
«  Lubbcrt  van  DUwklay.c.     N.  DE  R. 
«■«  Willem  KiHt. 
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thinks  the  other  way.  disorder  will  be  the  result.  I  advise  your 
honor  to  receive  and  to  install  this  director  in  office  with  ad 
courtesy,  keeping  on  good  tonus  as  far  as  it  is  in  any  way  possible. 
And  as  1  met  him  here  several  times,  I  have  likewise  very  urgently 
recommended  him  to  keep  up  friendly  relations,  which  he  on  his 
part  has  promised  me  that  he  will  not  fail  to  do.  I  have  also 
strongly  commended  my  people  and  colony  to  his  care,  which  lie 
has  likewise  promised  to  give,  so  far  as  his*  oath  and  commission 
will  allow  (and  herein  I  agree  with  him).  I  hope  also  that  matters 
will  improve  in  the  future,  since  very  discreet  commissioners  for 
the  affairs  of  New  Netherland  have  come  into  office  by  these  last 
changes.  But  since  they  transact  their  business  in  secret,  I  write 
this  only  on  supposition. 

As  to  your  animals,  if  you  want  to  keep  them,  it  is  well.  If  not, 
let  me  have  the  preference  over  others.  And  if  you  have  no  par- 
ticular use  for  them,  you  could  transport  them  to  my  colony  until 
your  honor  has  made  other  plans.  I  believe  they  will  be  as  safe 
and  well  taken  care  of  there  as  at  any  other  place  until  further 
notice. 

And  since  1  do  not  know  in  what  way  I  could  at  this  time  lengthen 
this  letter,  I  commend  you,  etc. 

Herein  enclosed  is  also  a  letter  from  your  father,  also  one  to 
Conielis  ran  Tienhoven,  to  be  handed  to  him. 

P>e  pleased  to  order  Jacob  Planck  not  to  fail  to  keep  me  fully 
informed  of  everything  and  to  send  over  accounts  and  memoranda 
of  everything.  I  am  informed  that  your  honor  has  taken  some 
blacksmith's  coal  from  my  ship  for  the  use  of  the  Company. 
Please  give  back  the  same  in  kind,  as  the  Company  is  now  Sending 
over  other  coal  and  1  coidd  not  get  any  for  love  or  money.  I  spoke 
to  the  director  here  about  it  and  he  promised  me  that  lie  would 
attend  to  it.  And  further  1  commend  to  you  in  general  the  wel- 
fare of  my  people  and  colony  so  long  as  you  remain  there. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck12 

September  21,  r6j? 

Jacob  Alberts?  Planck,  in  New  Netherland  in  the  colony  of  Rens- 
selaerswyck 

This  day,  21  September  1637,  in  Amsterdam 
Though  I  have  no  letter  from  you,  being  in  daily  expectation 
of  the  same  by  my  small  boat,  this  will  serve  to  enclose  [the  list 

*  V.  R.  H.  Mss,   Letter   Book,  {.g\h. 
23 
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of]  the  persons  who  now  go  thither  in  the  ships  of  the  Company, 
namely  four  persons  in  the  Company's  ship  de  H arinck  and  four 
persons  in  the  ship  chartered  by  the  Company,  also  the  account  of 
what  I  have  advanced  to  them  in  money  in  addition  to  the  expenses 
of  the  passage,  also  the  contracts  .they  have  entered  into  with  me, 
all  of  them  enclosed.  I  would  have  sent  more  people  but  at  first 
the  Company  would  not  give  me  any  certainty;  when  they  had 
chartered  the  other  ship  they  were  willing  to  transport  them  but 
it  was  then  too  late. 

I  send  herewith  no  goods  to  you,  not  knowing  what  I  should 
send,  as  I  have  no  advice  at  all  though  I  expect  it  every  hour;  but 
it  will  come  too  late  for  this  time.  I  recommend  to  you  to  help 
administer  everything  to  my  best  interest  and  to  send  me  all  the 
information  you  can  gather,  especially  as  to  what  has  been  sold, 
what  remains  still  unsold  and  what  it  is  most  necessary  to  send. 
I  have  become  well  acquainted  with  the  new  director43  who  goes 
over  now ;  he  will  doubtless  help  you  wherever  he  can  promote  your 
interest  consistent  with  his  oath  and  commission.  Keep  on  good 
terms  with  him  and.  offer  him  out  of  the  common  goods  a  few 
pretty  things  or  necessaries ;  he  can  repay  us  for  them  in  such 
services  as  he  may  be  able  to  render  without  detriment  to  the 
Company.  You  will  assist  the  farmers  in  every  way  provided  they 
on  their  side  do  not  fail  to  deliver  the  just  half  of  the  grain  which 
I  am  entitled  to.  Herewith  go  also  two  smiths  who  are  able 
workers  and  also  locksmiths.4'"1  You  must  see  that  they  find  room 
somewhere.  As  long  as  they  have  a  shop  they  can  easily  make 
shift  as  to  the  rest.  When  they  have  nothing  else  to  do  they  could 
make  a*  quantity  of  nails,  in  stock,  to  sell  at  the  ManJiatans  or  to 
the  English;  also,  if  Pr.  Cornelissai  could  build  for  the  savages 
small  houses  and  huts  with  closed  doors  and  windows,  let  them 
then  make  the  necessary  nails,  hinges,  hooks,  bolts  and  other  hard- 
ware, wherewith,  etc. 

«Wi1Iem  Kieft. 

43s  Cf.  statement  in  letter  nf  snme  date  to  Pieter  Cornclisz  van  Munnickendam,  on 
p.  351.  The  account  books  among  the  Rcnsschicrswyck  Mss  do  not  show  that  any  smiths 
came  over  in  1637. 
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Log  of  the  ship  Rensselaerswyck  on  its  voyage  from  Amsterdam 
to  New  Netherland  and  return44 

September  25,  1636  —  November  7,  1637 

Journal  for  ijau  tiepks  Schellinger45 
1636,  the  2d  of  October 
1636  Journal 

In  the  year  of  Our  Lord  1636,  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  boat  called  Rinselaers  Wijck  sailed  in 
God's  name  from  amsterdam  to  tessel,iG  at  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  God  preserve  Rin- 
selaers Wick! 


Thursday47 
Th.  25 

Sun.  28 


Tu. 


30 


October 
Wed.  1 

Wed.  8 


Sailed  from  Amsterdam  and  anchored  before 
duickerdam4s  with  a  south  wind  and  heavy  weather. 

Afternoon  again  set  sail  with  a  southwest  wind 
and  sailed  to  opposite  pampos40  and  anchored  there. 

Again  set  sail  with  a  south  wind  and  came  near 
the  south  buoy  of  the  vlaeckm  and  anchored  there. 

The  boat  arrived  at  tessel  and  anchored  in  nine 
fathoms  near  the  east  end ;  the  wind  S.W. 

The  wind  easterly  followed  by  calm.  Here  lay 
some  French  traders,  one  Straits  trader01  and  two 
facniebocks',la  traders,  poor  fleets,  and  the  Straits 
trader  intended  to  go  to  Ireland;  we  arranged  to 
sail  together  as  far  as  pleijmuijeiv'2  and  so  put  to 
sea  in  God's  name,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, about  22  vessels  strong,  without  convoy. 


**  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  11.  entitled:  Joerenael  vooer  ijan  tiepks  Schellinger.  In  same  hand- 
writing as  letter  of  Jan  Tiepkesz  to  h!>  wife,  Tan.  o,  1637  (see  p.  346—47),  the  signature 
t>>  which  is  the  same  as  that  of  lan  Tiepkesz  under  Utter  of  Jan.  S,  1637,  to  Kiliaen 
van  Rensselaer  (see  p.  345). 

41  In  N,  V.  Col.  Mss,  4 : 3 ; 7.  under  date  of  Jan.  23,  1648,  the  name  of  this  skipper 
is  given  as  Jan  Tepjes  van  Schellingen;  in  Court  Minutes,  1652-56.  p.  123,  in  the 
Albany  County  clerk's  office,  under  date  of  Apr.  1654,  as  Jan  Tjebkews  Schellinger. 
l>e  Vrits,  Kortc  Historiael,  p.  136,  under  date  of  Jan.  17,  1635,  mentions  the  arrival 
in  the  West  Indies  of  a  skipper  Schellinger,  from  Medenblick. 

44  The  Texel. 

47  Should  be:  September 

**  Durgcrdam,  a  small  village  a  short  distance  from  Amsterdam  and  on  the  north 
Biifc  of  the  1J. 

w  Pampus,  the  bay  of  the  Zuiderzee  into  which  the  Jj  flows. 

Het  Vlaak,  a  sho,-d  in  the  Zuiderzee,  southeast  of  the  island  of  Wieringen. 
"  Straffs  vacrder;  refers  to  a  ship  trading  along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean. 
fcM  l'<  ruarubuco. 
M  Plymouth. 
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Th.  9  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  still  S.E. ;  the  course 

as  before  S.W.  with  a  i>tirT  breeze.  At  noon  we  saw 
the  Flemish  coast  and  at  the  same  time  we  saw  two 
sails,  one  off  the  Flemish  coast  sailing  northward, 
the  other  off  the  English  coast  sailing-  southward, 
but  they  did  not  approach  us  and  remained  unknown. 
In  the  evening  toward  sunset  duiukerckar3  lay  about 
five  leagues54  S.E.  from  us  and  a  W.S.W.  course  was 
followed.  Idie  wind  was  then  about  east;  it  became 
calmer  in  the  evening  though  we  kept  a  steady 
breeze.  As  far  as  we  could  see  there  lay  some  12  to 
15  ships  in  the  scheertic.55  That  day  we  distributed 
rations,  one  to  each  man.  During  the  night  there 
was  a  strong  wind  from  the  east.    Done  once  more. 

Fr.  10  In  the  morning  the  wind  as  before  with  a  steady 

breeze,  beeuesier^  lay  then  N.  N.  W.  four  leagues 
away  from  us.  The  course  W.  by  S.  and  in  the 
evening  b  cue  sic  r  lay  eight  leagues  from  us  E.  N.  E. 
The  course  W.  S.  W.  1/2  west  and  encountered  a 
stiff,  steady  wind  as  before  and  in  the  second  quarter 
of  the  night  we  saw  a  fleet  coming  in  our  direction, 
but  did  not  speak  them.  Done. 

Sat.  11  In  the  morning  the  wind  as  before  with  rough 

weather.  We  saw  the  island  of  ocranaijf7  it  lay  S. 
by  E.  about  six  leagues  from  us.  There  the  Ire- 
land trader  left  the  ileet.  She  had  20  guns  and  as 
she  was  going  toward  the  sortings58  and  had  prom- 
ised us  if  convenient  to  convoy  us  around  the  sor- 
lui^s  or  past  them,  we  followed  her  and  proceeded 
westward,  as  that  was  the  most  convenient  course  for 
continuing  our  voyage.  YYe  left  the  fleet  and  about 
noon  we  saw  a  sail  come  from  the  coast  an  1  as  we 
were  but  two  we  prepared  as  well  as  we  could  for 
action.  W  hen  we  were  ready  we  waited  for  her 
with  furled  sails  and  when  she  was  nearly  within 

"  Dunkirk. 

'■*  In  this  lotf,  the  term  "  league  "  stands  tor  the  Dutch  sea  mile;,  which  is  equal  to 
t/so  of  a  degree  and  coi  resjw nul<  to  *  nautical  miles,  or  3.453  statute  miles. 

M  Sclieurtje;  the  channel  between  the  Flemish  coast  and  the  sand  bank  called  the 
Vuijlbaert,  mar  Dunkirk. 

**  Beachy  Head,  in  Sussex,  England;  on  Seutter's  map  of  the  English  Channel  in 
.■lH.is  W'-.u:,  vol.   1,  -jS,  the  name  of  this  promontory  is  given  as  Cap  Beachy  or 

BcvejiifH. 

tT  Aldi  rm  y  (French;  Aurcgny). 
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range  of  our  guns  she  turned  away  before  the  wind. 
It  was  a  large  flute  with  a  poop.  There  was  another 
ship  behind  us  which  we  could  barely  see.  She 
waited  for  it  bat  when  it  came  near  she  let  it  pass. 
What  kind  of  ships  they  were  we  do  not  know. 
goutitacrf®  lay  about  west  from  us  and  we  continued 
our  course.  Done. 
Sun.  12  In  r.he  morning  we  did  not  see  land;  the  wind  as 

before  and  at  noon  the  Ireland  trader  left  us  and 
sailed  N.  W.  and  we  W.  by  S.,  our  latitude  was  then 
49-43  mm-  We  estimated  that  we  were  then  18 
leagues  E.  N.  E.  1/3  E.  from  lccscrt.m  Done. 

Course         Leagues         Latitude  Wind  Weather 

Mon.  13  W.  by  S.  32  49-19  E.  by  S.  Stiff  topsail 
During  the  night  a  ship  passed  us  going  in  the  op- 
posite direction.    Done  the  past  day  till  noon. 

Tu.  14  W.  by  S.  32  49-0  E.  S.  E.  Stiff  topsail 
In  the  morning  we  were  near  a  Frenchman,  whom 
we  chased  while  following  our  course.  It  was  a 
ship  that  came  from  the  bank  of  terueef.61  In  the 
afternoon  another  one  passed  us  to  windward  with- 
out speaking.  We  then  set  our  course  toward  the 
W.  S.  W.  with  a  stiff  topsail  breeze.  Done. 

Wed.  15  S.  W.  by  W.  30  47-40  S.  E.  Stiff  topsail 
In  the  evening  it  began  to  drizzle.  Done. 

Th.  16  By  dead  reckoning;  we  took  no  latitude.  Dark 

weather. 

W.  S.  W.         16         4/-I5       S.  E.  with  rough 
weather.  Done. 
Fr.  17  By  dead  reckoning;  we  took  no  latitude.  Dark 

weather. 

W.  S.  W.         18  47-4      E.      gentle  breeze 

Done. 

Sat.  18  As  above.    Upon  taking  the  latitude  we  found  the 

latitude,  the  distance  and  the  course  during  the  last 
three  days,  that  is  from  the  16th  to  the  r8th,  changed 
as  follows 

S.  W.  by  W.  58  45-21  S.  E.  Various  breezes 
Done. 

*"  St.Trt  Point,  Devonshire. 
•The  Li/ard. 

*'  Tcrre  Neuve;  that  is  Newfoundland. 
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Sun.  19.  S.  W.  by  W.  20  44-40  E.  Topsail 
Done. 

Mon.  20  S.  W.  by  W.  45  42-56  Fitful  rough  weather 
and  toward  evening  wc  had  sailed  eight  leagues  W. 
S.  W.  with  very  rough  weather  from  the  N.  N.  YV.  ; 
during  the  evening  it  became  quite  calm,  which 
lasted  till  daylight;  then 'the  wind  changed  to  the 
south.  Done. 

Tu.  21  In  the  morning  the  wind  changed  to  the  W.  and  it 

blcvV  so  hard  that  the  topsails  had  to  be  taken  in. 
.  The  wind  veered  to  the  N.  W.  We  had  then  sailed 
about  three  leagues  to  the  N.  W.  and  about 
nine  o'clock  it  blew  so  hard  that  we  had  to  take  in  all 
our  sails  and  could  not  carry  a  single  sail.  An  hour 
later  there  blew  a  violent  gale  from  the  N.  W.  and 
we  then  drifted  east  with  a  very  rough  sea.  The 
waves  rose  to  such  an  awful  bight  that  the  waves 
and  the  sky  seemed  one.  The  wind  turned  again  to 
the  W.  and  so  it  lasted  the  entire  night.  Done  as 
far  as  the  night  is  concerned. 

Wed.  22  In  the  morning  it  still  blewr  so  hard  that  we  could 

not  carry  any  sails,  but  the  sea  was  calmer.  The 
wind  came  from  the  S.  W.  and  during  the  night  in 
the  second  watch  it  grew  less ;  we  set  our  main- 
sail but  toward  dawn  it  had  to  be  taken  in  again  on 
•  account  of  the  strong  wind,  thunder  and  lightning. 
It  blew  hard,  the  wind  as  above,  we  drifted  east. 
Done  till  morning. 

Th.  23  The  wind  about  W.  and  we  drifted  east  with  rough 

weather.  Wc  drifted  from  about  nine  o'clock  on 
the  21st  to  noon  of  the  23d,  by  reckoning  23  leagues 
N.  E.  by  E.  No  latitude  had  been  taken  for  the 
past  three  days  up  to  noon. 

Fr.  24  Drifted  east  by  north  10  leagues.    The  wind  about 

W.  N.  W.  with  severe  storm  and  during  the  past 
day  drifted  without  sail. 

Sat.  25  Drifted  E.  N.  E.  12  leagues,  with  very  rough 

weather;  our  mizzen  blew  away.  The  wind  about 
west  during  the  past  day. 

Sun.  26  Drifted  east  by  south  15  leagues.    The  wind  about- 

west  with  rough  weather  and  in  the  evening  we  bent 
on  our  new  mizzen.    The  day  gone. 
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Mon.  27  Drifted  E.  by  S.  eight  leagues;  the  wind  from  the 
N.W.  with  a  stiff  mainsail  breeze  till  morning.  We 
then  ran  south  with  our  two  courses  but  could  not 
sail  closer  than  S.E.  by  S.  The  wind  veered  toward 
the  W,  and  we  sailed  till  evening  with  the  courses, 
keeping  our  course  S.S.E.  seven  leagues.  The  wind 
then  rose  again  from  the  S.W.  so  that  both  the 
courses  had  to  be  taken  in.  It  blew  a  terrible  gale 
and  we  drifted  then  S.E.  by  E.    The  day  gone. 

Tu.  28  A  gale  still  blew  from  the  west  and  we  still  drifted 

S.E.  by  E.  Drifted  by  reckoning  12  leagues.  That 
night  the  beak  of  our  ship  was  knocked  to  pieces. 
The  day  gone. 

Wed.  29         The  wind  as  before  but  the  weather  fully  as  good. 

W'e  set  our  mainsail  but  it  was  not  long  before  it  had 
to  be  taken  in  again.  The  wind  veered  to  the  S.W. 
by  W.  with  rough  weather  so  that  we  were  obliged 
to  let  ourselves  drift.  This  day  we  made  the  first- 
good  observation  of  latitude  since  the  20th  and  found 
tnat  we  were  at  41  degrees,  51  minutes.  The  day 
gone. 

Th.  30  In  the  morning  the  weather  was  fairly  good,  the 

wind  about  W.S.W.  and  toward  daybreak  we  set 
both  our  courses  and  steered  S.  by  E.  but  the  sea 
became  rough  so  that  we  could  only  hold  to  a  S.E. 
course.  That  noon  we  again  took  a  fairly  good  ob- 
servation of  latitude  and  found  it  41  degrees,  41 
minutes,  and  ran  that  day  by  drifting  and  sailing, 
keeping  an  E.S.E.  course,  14  leagues.  We  took 
our  sails  in  again  on  account  of  the  strong  wind,  also 
because  we  could  make  no  headway  by  sailing  on  ac- 
count of  the  rough  sea.  Awaited  the  right  wind. 
The  day  gone. 

Fr.  31  Drifted   by   reckoning   10  leagues   E.S.E.  The 

wind  about  S.W.  with  rough  weather  and  high  seas 
and  an  overcast  sky  so  that  we  could  not  take  the 
latitude,  but  by  dead  reckoning  it  was  41  degrees.  26 
min. ;  and  from  that  noon  till  the  morning  of  the  first 
of  November  we  drifted  eight  leagues  S.E.  by  E. 
The  Wind  about  west,  very  high  seas.  The  latitude 
by  dead  reckoning  4T  deg.  10  min.    The  day  gone. 
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November. 

Sat.  i  In  the  morning  we  veered  toward  the  west  and 

drifted  north.  The  wind  SAY.  with  rough  weather 
and  high  seas.    The  past  half  day  and  entire  night. 

Sun.  2  Drifted  16  leagues  N.E.  by  E. ;  the  wind  about 

west,  the  latitude  by  dead  reckoning  41  degrees,  50 
min.  with  very  high  seas.  That  day  the  overhang 
above  our  rudder  was  knocked  in  by  severe  storm. 
This  day  a  child  was  born  on  the  ship,  and  named 
and  baptized  in  England  stocrm  ;G2  the  mother  is 
annetie  baernts.    The  day  gone. 

Mon.  3  In  the  morning  the  weather  was  fairly  good,  the 

wind  about  W.S.W.  We  set  our  eourses  and  pro- 
ceeded in  a  northerly  direction.  During  that  day  we 
made  12  leagues,  drifting  and  sailing  and  keeping  a 
N.E.  by  N.  course.  Latitude  by  dead  reckoning  42 
degrees,  J.S  min.,  and  that  evening  the  sails  had  to 
be  taken  in  again  on  account  of  a  strong  wind  from 
the  west.    The  day  gone. 

Tu.  4  Our  latitude  was  42  deg.  and  22  min.  and  we  had 

drifted  by  reckoning  N.E.  by  E.  six  leagues.  The 
wind  about  west  and  toward  evening  the  wind  turned 
to  the  south  with  terribly  high  seas  but  the  wind 
moderated.    The  day  gone. 

Wed.  5  Drifted  by  dead  reckoning  N.  by  E.  nine  leagues, 

our  latitude  was  by  reckoning  43  deg.,  the  wind 
about  west.  This  day  it  has  been  about  S.W.  with 
fairly  good  weather.    The  day  gone. 

Th.  6  In  the  morning  the  wind  and  weather  were  as 

above.  Seeing  little  hope  of  getting  better  wind  and 
weather  soon- — though  God  knows  —  having  lain  to 
already  \y  days  because  of  severe  gales  and  having 
"  few  provisions  for  52  or  53  souls,  the  number  on 
board  to  keep  dry,03  we  could  oppose  it  no  longer, 
in  the  first  place,  on  account  of  the  sick  people  whose 
number  increased  daily  because  of  their  hardships 
and,  in  the  second  place,  because  we  feared  that  it 
might  last  a  long  time  yet.    As  we  had  already 

62  Storm  Albert sz  (van  der  Zee-),  <-t>n  of  Albert  Andriesz  Bradt-  and  Annetie  Karents 
van  RoTmcrs.    See  footnote,  p.  076. 

"  het  gri.il  vft  schip  om  dfooch  tc  houden. 
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passed  Caep  finnesiucrfA  to  wit,  to  the  north  of  it, 
in  great  peril  and  were  drifting  into  the  bay,  I  knew 
nothing-  better  to  do  than  to  hold  a  council  with  the 
supercargo,  the  mate  and  other  advisers,  to  decide 
what  had  best  be  done  in  the  matter.  We  concluded  in 
the  said  council  to  put  the  helm  hard  up  and  to  steer 
in  God's  name  toward  the  Channel  and  try  to  get  into 
faelmuiden^  or  pleijmuidcit,m  which  was  done  and 
at  noon  we  found  the  latitude  to  be  43  deg.,  9  min., 
wind  and  weather  as  above.  With  two  courses  we 
proceeded  toward  the  N.N.E.    The  day  gone. 

Course  Leagues  Latitude 

Fr.  7  N.E.  by  N.        sailed  23  44  deg.,  23  min. 

The  wind  about  west.  Last  night  we  drifted  for  six 
hours  without  sail  on  account  of  the  terrible  wind 
and  the  high  seas.  During  the  day  watch  it  was  a 
little  better  and  we  set  our  courses.    The  day  gone. 

Sat.  8  N.N.E.  31  leagues  the  latitude  46  deg.,  19  min. 

The  wind  about  west  with  a  stiff  topsail  breeze, 
though  most  of  the  time  we  sailed  with  two  courses. 
This  afternoon  we  sailed  with  two  topsails  and  dur- 
ing the  night  again  with  two  courses  and  in  the  fore- 
noon with  one  topsail  over  the  ocean.  The  day  gone. 

Sun.  9  N.N.E.  31  leagues  the  latitude  48  deg.,  17  min. 

The  wind  about  west.  The  past  night  we  sailed 
with  one  course  and  the  clay  before  with  a  topsail 
and  this  above  mentioned  day  with  two  topsails  and 
the  spritsail.67  We  sailed  then  N.E.  Toward  even- 
ing the  wind  changed  to  south  and  southeast  and  we 
set  our  course  E.N.E.  and  during  the  day  watch 
the  wind  changed  to  the  E.N.E.  varying  in  strength 
with  calm  and  gentle  breezes.  The  day  gone, 
c.         1.      d.  m. 

Mon.  IO"  N.  E.  18  49-11  with  varying  winds  but  toward 
evening  the  wind  became  west  changing  to  a  stiff 
breeze  and  during  the  night  it  blew  so  hard  that  we 
ran  before  the  wind  with  a  foresail.  Toward  even- 
ing it  was  somewhat  better.    The  dav  trone. 


w  Cape  Finisterre,  Spain. 
m  Falmouth,  England. 
w  IMviiH-utli.  England. 

n  blint;  same       blind e,  a  sail  set  tinder  the  bowsprit,  not  now  used. 


362 


NEW  YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 


Tu.  11 


Wed.  12 
bottom 
85  i 


Th.  13 
near  the 
sortings 


Fr.  14 
near  the 
J  stccn 


at  Cacp 
Coer  nival 


E,  20  49--10  by  dead  reckoning,  the  sky  was 
overcast  and  weather  uncertain.  The  wind  was 
about  S.  W.  and  during-  the  night  we  took  the  lati- 
tude by  the  stars,  were  at  49-35  mm.  The  day 
gone. 

E.  16  49-rO  The  wind  about  west  and  the 
weather  rough,  in  the  evening  we  sounded  and  found 
bottom  at  S5  fathoms.  We  then  sailed  N.E.  till  the 
first  watch  was  over.  We  judged  that  we  were  near 
hcij  santf*  we  sounded  again  ana  found  the  same 
deprh,  good  Channel  ground.  We  thought  that  we 
were  iti  but  it  began  to  blow  very  hard  and  in  the 
morning  there  was  such  a  gale  that  our  sails  had  to 
be  taken  in.    Till  morning. 

In  the  morning  the  wind  was  south  with  very 
rough  weather,  we  did  not  yet  see  land.  We  set  our 
mainsail  with  great  difficulty  but  took  in  our  foresail 
and  then  sailed  E.S.E.  During  the  night  in  the 
second  watch  we  saw  land  south  of  us.  It  was  very 
bad  weather ;  we  could  not  see  for  the  rain,  thunder 
and  lightning.  We  ran  before  the  wind  and  ac- 
cording to  our  reckoning  it  must  be  the  sorlins,Gj  as 
we  later  found  it  to  be;  we  then  sailed  N.  W.  with 
one  lower  sail.  Toward  -  daybreak  the  weather  be- 
came a  little  better  and  in  the  day  watch  we  turned 
toward  the  land  to  reconnoiter.  The  wind  changed 
to  the  S.S.E.    Till  morning. 

In  the  morning  the  wind  was  as  above  so  that  we 
could  not  make  the  viand  we  had  seen  during  the  night. 
Wre  noticed  however  the  scewen  steen70  which  in- 
dicated sufficiently  where  we  were.  They  were  to 
starboard  about  a  league  off.  The  wind  began  to 
get  stronger  again.  We  looked  for  a  good  roadstead 
and  thought  it  advisable  to  run  behind  Caep  Cocrn- 
wal  so  as  to  get  into  the  small  bay  or  haven  which  is 
there.  When  we  got  around  the  cape  the  wind 
changed  to  die  cast  and  N.E.  and  north  and  finally 
to  the  N.W.  with  terribly  rauerh  weather  so  that  we 


w  lie  d'Oue*sant,  or  Ushant  Island,  department  of  Finistere,  France. 
*>ScilIy  Islands. 

70  Seven  Stones;  a  group  of  rocks  18  miles  W.  by  S.  from  Land's  End. 
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could  hardly  carry  half  a  mainsail.  We  got  aground 
near  the  cape  and  at  twilight  our  foresail  blew  away, 
for  we  were  obliged  to  carry  all  the  sail  we  could, 
and  our  main  sheet  broke  and  we  let  ourselves  be 
driven  to  the  north  with  one  sail,  but  in  the  second 
watch  the  mainsail  had  to  be  taken  in  too,  for  it  was 
no  longer  possible  to  carry  any  sail,  as  one  thing  or 
another  would  break  and  we  were  driven  E.N.E. 
Till  morning. 

Sat.  15  In  the  morning  the  land  lay  close  under  our  lee 

and  we  drifted  toward  it.  We  concluded  to  set  our 
by  londeip1  foresail  and,  as  we  could  not  keep  away  from  the 
shore,  to  run  in  near  the  land  during  the  4ay,  tbink- 
ing  that  we  might  make  a  port  there  called  bedes- 
haeueii7'-  or  else  stratouP  When  we  came  near  the 
shore  we  were  too  far  down.  We  were  driven  by 
the  strong  current  so  that  with  our  foresail  only  we 
were  carried  along  the  shore  trying  to  find  some 
place  where  the  ship  and  people  would  be  safe.  As  it 
became  late  in  the  day,  we  decided  that  we  could  do 
no  better  than  to  run  to  an  anchorage  or  land  which 
we  saw  and  which  according  to  the  description  of 
the  book  must  be  a  harbor,  and  concluded,  if  possible, 
to  run  in,  or  else  to  beach  the  ship,  on  account  of 
the  strong  current  and  the  severe  W.N.W.  storm 
and  the  fact  that  we  were  in  a  bay.  Commending 
ourselves  to  God,  we  ran  toward  it  witli  reefed  fore- 
sail and  when  we  came  close  to  the  shore,  as  the 
weatber  seemed  to  calm  down  and  clear  up  a  little, 
for  it  had  been  very  dark  before,  we  saw  Londeij 
and  hastily  turned  so  as  to  sail  on  the  wind,  tacked 
and  carried  all  the  sail  we  could.  We  again  raised 
„  our  main  topmast,  which  had  not  been  up  in  eight 
or  ten  days,  and  set  both  the  topsails.  It  seemed  as 
if  we  would  capsize  or  all  our  sails  blow  away.74  We 
headed  for  a  point  above  the  cape  called  haertlan- 
puinf5  and  during  the  night  we  came  with  God's 

71  Lundy  Island;  10      miles  N.W.  by  N.  from  Hartland  Point. 

•:  Padstow  Ilaven;   this  and   most  of  the   places   that  follow  aie  points  in  Cornwall 
and  Devonshire  on  or  near  the  Bristol  Channel. 
n  Str-ttor.. 

'*  ffet  schs&n  of  hct  onderste  bocuen  sonde  oft,-  a!  van  boeucn  nccr  dat  daer  op  stont. 
!  HarUaad  Point. 
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help  to  anchor  under  the  lee  of  lortdeij,  in  20  fath- 
oms, with  a  W.N..W,  wind    Till  morning. 
Sun.  16  III  the  morning"  the  wind  was  as  above.  We 

in  ijlle  f acorn  weighed  anchor  and  set  sail  for  a  harbor  called  ijlle 
vacom™  about  four  leagues  from  the  island.  On 
our  way  we  saw  a  ship  without  mast  drift  by,  and 
coming  near  the  harbor  a*  pilot  came  on  board  and 
brought  as  in.  We  found  tvvo  Dutch  ships  lying 
there.  One  came  from  Spain  with  salt,  and  the  other 
came  from  the  West  Indies ;  they  also  were  driven 
from  their  course  by  the  storm.  The  ship  which 
came  from  Spain  was  in  Ireland,,  or  near  Cacp 
Clacrcp  among  the  cliffs  and  thought  from  its 
course  and  reckoning  that  it  was  among  the  sortings 
and  happened  to  get  here;  neither  did  the  other 
which  was  among  the  sortings,  know  where  it  was 
and  it  came  here  also  toward  evening.  Till  morn- 
ing. 

Mon.  17  The  wind  as  above  with  rain  and  strong  wind 
storm  so  that  we  could  not  do  anything  to  repair  the 
ship  but  only  supply  the  people  with  some  fresh  pro- 
visions.   Some  families  went  on  land. 

Tu.  18  As  above,    dirck  koersen78  went  to  pleijmuits™ 

Wed.  19         As  above. 

Th.  20  As  above, 

Fr.  21  Wind  was  east  with  rough  weather. 

Sat.  22  The  wind  west  with  bad  weather. 

Sun.  23  As  above. 

Mon.  24         I  went  to  hxttstacpel,m  where  two  English  vessels 

lay,  to  arrange  to  sail  in  company  with  them. 
Tu.  25  Wind  and  weather  as  above. 

Wed.  26  As  above. 
Th.  27  As  above. 

Fr.  28  As  above. 

Sat.  29  dirck  kuirscn  came  back  from  plcimuiden. 

Sun.  30  As  above. 

7C  lifracomtje:  the  distance  from  Lundy  Island  is  about  23  miles. 
77  Cape  Clear. 

7:1  Dirck  Corssen  Stam,  supercargo  of  the  vessel. 
M  Plymouth. 
*°  Harnstahle. 
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December 

Mon.  i  Abatement  of  weather  and  wind. 

Tn.  2  The  wind  was  S.E.  with  a  stiff  gale  and  dark 

weather. 

Wed.  3  The  two  ships  from  .Holland  set  sail  from  here 

with  two  Newfoundland  traders.    Wind  east. 
Th.  4  The  storm  blew  from  the  east. 

Fr.  5  As  above. 

Sat.  6  As  above. 

Snn.  7  As  above.81 

Mon.  8  The  wind  as  above ;  in  the  evening  when  some  of 

our  passengers  had  gone  on  land  to  sit  and  drink  in 
the  tavern,  where  we  were  sitting  with  an  English 
merchant  to  sell  our  goods,  there  were  two  there, 
of  whom  one  struck  to  the  ground  the  other,  named 
Cornells  tocmcs::.  smit ;82  the  offender  was  his  helper 
hans83  and  *    *  *S4 

Tu.  9  It  was  a  day  of  prayer  here  for  the  whole  neigh- 

borhood on  account  of  the  severe  sickness  which  God 
is  sending  them.  The  wounded  man  died  this  morn- 
ing and  was  buried  in  the  afternoon. 

Wed.  io         As  above,  and  we  began  to  get  our  hold  ready. 

Th.  ii  As  above. 

Fr.  12  As  above. 

Sat.  13  As  above. 

Sun.  14  As  above. 

Mon.  15         As  above. 

Tu.  16  As  above. 

Wed.  17  As  above;  and  as  matters  relating  to  the  accident 
had  not  yet  been  cleared  up,  they  took  the  rudder 
from  our  ship  and  brought  it  on  land,  on  account  of 
the  crime. 

Th.  18  The  weather  was  changeable  but  not  of  the  best. 

Fr.  19  As  above. 

Sat.  20  As  above. 

Sun.  21  As  above. 


fit  The  entries  for  Dee.  1-7  are  here  repeated,  the  only  variations,  spelling  excepted, 
heinc;  that  between  the  words  *'  and  "  and  "  wind  "of  the  first  entry  are  inserted  the 
wnrds  "  change  of  "  and  that  in  the  entry  for  Pec.  3  the  words  "  from  Holland  "  are 
omitted. 

¥  Cornells  Thomas*,  the  smith. 

""I fans  van  Se\ erihuyseil :  see  p.  345. 

g<  Sentence  not  finished  in  the  original. 
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Mon.  22  The  body  was  dug  up  again  and  the  wound  viewed 
by  the  criminal  and  the  coroner  or  schout. 

Tu.  23  They  carried  the  offender  away  in  the  name  of  the 

king  and  let  us  fetch  our  rudder  from  land  again 
and  go  free. 

Wed.  24         A  severe  storm  blew  from  the  W.S.W. 

Th.  25  The  weather  was  fair  and  the  wind  as  above. 

Fr.  26  As  above. 

Sat.  27  dirck  Coerscn  came  from  batstaepel  and  said  that 

a  Dutch  ship  had  come  to  appel  do  oar8*  and  that 
another  lying  under  the  lee  of  londeij  had  been 
anchored  there  for  five  days.  They  came  from 
roselSG  and  had  set  sail  with  us.  Some  other  ships 
had  been  with  them  in  this  bay  but  he  did  not  know 
what  had  become  of  them  on  account  of  the  bad 
weather.    Wind  as  above. 

Sun.  28  As  above. 

Mon.  29         As  above. 

Tu.  30  As  above. 

Wed.  31         As  above. 

End  of  the  year  1636.    By  God's  mercy  in  ijllc 
fakom. 

Beginning  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  1637 

January 

Th.  1  As  above.    In  God's  name  in  the  New  Year. 

Fr.  2  Change  of  wind  and  weather. 

Sat.  3  Wind  about  north. 

Sun.  4  As  above. 

Mon.  5  As  above. 

Tu.  6  As  above. 

Wed.  7  As  above. 

Th.  8  As  above. 

Fr.  9  At  three  o'clock  before  daybreak  we  set  sail  in 

out  of  God's  name  and  in  the  morning  we  were  at  the  N.W. 

ille  fakom       point  of  Londeij.     The  wind   S.E.   with  steady 
weather.    We  sailed  then  W.S.W.  by  W: 
Sat.  io  At  noon  Cacp  Cocrnwal  lay  south  of  us;  we  were 

about    10   leagues   from   land.     Calms   and  fitful 

*r'  Applcdorc,  in  Pcvonsl:i:c, 
E"  La  Kochcllc. 
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breezes.  We  went  over  to  the  Irish  coast.  That 
clay  and  night  and  toward  daybreak,  the  wind  turned 
to  the  S.S.E.  with  a  stiff  mainsail  breeze.  We  sailed 
then  SAW  and  about  an  hour  later  the  wind  changed 
to  the  west  and  at  once  blew  so  hard  that  we  could 
carry  only  one  lower  sail.    YVe  sailed  south. 

About  noon  we  could  not  carry  any  sail  on  account 
of  the  wind.  We  still  sailed  south  and  drifted  E. 
by  S.  toward  the  coast.  During  the  night  we  had 
a  severe  storm. 

In  the  morning  we  did  not  see  land,  which  sur- 
prised us,  for  the  whole  day  we  had  not  realized  that 
the  current  was  carrying  us  farther  from  shore  than 
we  reckoned.  Toward  evening  with  great  difficulty 
we  lowered  our  main  topmast  on  account  of  the 
severe  storm  and  steered  toward  the  north,  sailing 
N.N.E.  because  the  night  was  at  hand.  It  was  dark 
weather  toward  evening  and  this  lasted  all  night. 

In  tlie  morning  we  cast  the  lead  and  struck  good 
Channel  ground  at  about  65  fathoms.  We  assumed 
then  that  we  were  south  of  the  soerIi)igss~  and  set 
our  course  S.W.  by  W.  At  noon  our  latitude  was 
49  degrees,  o  min.,  by  dead  reckoning  S.  by  W.  of 
the  socrliiigs.    Till  noon. 

Course         leagues         deg.  min. 

S.W.  by  W.  12  48-37  The  wind  fitful  with 
beautiful  weather.  In  the  first  watch  the  wind 
changed  to  the.  N.W.  blowing  a  topsail  breeze  and 
we  sailed  S.W.    The  day  gone. 

SW.  12        4/-35    The  wind  N.W.  with 

steady  weather.    The  day  gone. 

S.W  by  S.  26  46-0  with  varying  winds 
but  mostly  from  the  west  with  beautiful  weather. 
This  day  we  bent  our  new  main-ail  with  both  the  top- 
sails and  sailed  S.S.E.  with  lower  sails  set.  The  day 
gone. 

W.  by  X.  y2  NT.  C)l/j  46-8  by  dead  reckoning; 
the  wind  about  south  with  a  stiff  gale  and  during  the 
night  the  wind  changed  to  the  S.E.  We  sailed  then 
S.W.  with  steady  weather.   The  day  gone. 
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Sun.  18  W.S.W.     11J/2     45-51    by  dead  reckoning;  the 

wind  fitful  with  calms  but  mostly  S.E.  with  drizzling 
rain  till  midnight.  The  wind  then  changed  to  the 
N.E.    The  day  gone. 

Mori.  19  S.S.W.  26  44-16  by  Observation;  the  wind 
about  east,  steady  breeze  with  gray  sky.  The  day 
gone. 

Tu.  20  S.  by  W.    40    41-14  by  observation;  the  wind  as 

before,  stiff  topsail  gale,  continuous  clear  weather. 
The  day  gone. 

Wed.  21  S.  by  W.  33  39-0  by  observation;  the  wind  as 
above,  steady  breeze.    The  day  gone. 

Th.  22  S.  by  \Y.    20    37-15  by  observation;    the  wind 

about  north  with  steady  breeze  and  clear  weather. 
This  day  we  made  two  more  gun  carriages  and 
mounted  a  gun,  so  that  we  now  had  four  on  deck. 
We  could  for  the  present  not  put  any  more  on  deck. 
The  day  gone. 

Fr.  23  S.  by  W.    28    35-49  by  ohservation ;  the  wind 

about  north,  steady  topsail  gale.    The  day  gone. 
Sat.  24  In  the  morning  we  saw  a  sail  to  starboard  under 

our  lee.    The  wind  was  N.E.  and  we  sailed  south. 
He  made  sail  toward  irs.    We  kept  our  course  and 
cleared  away  the  chests  and  cows  so  that  we  obtained 
a  clear  deck,  which  tool:  us  till  shortly  after  noon, 
near  the         When  we  were  ready  we  waited  for  him  with  furled 
Frenchman      sails  and  when  he  came  near  us  we  hailed  him.  He 
answered  that  he  came  from  roosclss  and  was  look- 
ing for  good  booty.  We  said  that  we  were  also  look- 
ing for  a  good  prize.  He  remained  near  us  for  abrmt 
an  hour  and  then  headed  for  the  west  when  each  of 
us  fired  a  salute.    He  had  four  iron  and  two  metal 
near  pocrtc      cannon  on  hoard.     This  morning  we  saw  pocrte 
santc  smtem  which   lay   S.W.    from  us.     We  had  fine 

weather  and  at  noon  our  latitude  was  33-16  and  in 
the  evening  we  got  near  the  west  side  of  pocrtc  santc 
and  ran  then  S.W.  by  S.  till  the  second  watch,  with 
a  gentle  breeze.  We  then  took  in  the  foresail00 
and  waited  for  the  day.    The  day  srone. 


RS  La  Rojshelle. 

M  Pqrto  Sunt-*,  an  island  of  the-  Madeira  cm- 
onDoc:t  haviden  wif  onsc  rock  ap  de  mast. 
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Sun.  25 
near 
mad  ere 


a  child 
born 


Mon.  26 


Tu.  27 


Wed.  28 


Th.  29 


Fr.  30 
a  child 
born 

Sat.  31 
variation 
of  the 
compass 
February 

Sun.  1 


In  the  morning-  about  an  hour  after  sunrise  we 
were  between  poerte  saute  and  madecreP1  About 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  got  a  steady  breeze 
from  the  W.S.W.  and  ran  south  and  in  the  evening 
the  S.W.  point  of  madcere  lay  12  leagues  N.N.W. 
from  us.  Our  latitude  by  dead  reckoning  was  then 
31  deg.  40  min.  From  there  we  sailed  W.S.W.  with 
rough  weather  and  lower  sails.  The  wind  about 
north  with  high  seas.  This  night  about  three  o'clock 
a  child1'2  was  born;  the  father  is  montanip*  and  the 
mother  me  gel?4-    The  day  gone. 

Course         leagues  lat.  condition  of  the  weather 

W.S.W.  30  30-55  by  observation.  The  wind 
about  north  with  rough  weather  and  high  seas.  The 
day  gone. 

W.S.W.  45  29-38  by  observation.  The  wind 
about  N.E.  with  rough  weather  and  high  seas.  Car- 
ried two  leaver  sails  and  had  clear  weather.  The  day 
gone. 

WT.S.W.  45  28-35  by  observation.  The  wind 
about  N.  E.  with  continuous  rough  weather  and  high 
seas.  Carried  the  foresail  and  one  topsail.  The  day 
gone. 

W.S.W.  43  27-29  by  observation  ;  the  wind 
about  north,  steady  breeze  most  of  the  time.  The  day 
gone. 

S.W.  by  W.  36  26-12  by  observation;  the  wind 
about  north,  mostly  stiff  topsail  gale.  About  two 
o'clock  in  the  night  a  boy95  was  born  ;  the  name  of 
the  mother  is  Caetclin.    The  day  gone. 

W.S.W.  47  24-57  by  observation ;  the  wind 
about  northeast,  mostly  stiff  topsail  breeze  with  clear 
weather.  Tool;  the  azimuth  of  the  sun  ;  variation  of 
the  compass  o  deg.  14  min.  N.W.    The  day  gone. 


W.S.W.  46  23-44  N.E. 
gencrallv  with  fine  weather.  T 


stiff  topsail  breeze, 
le  dav  <jone. 


91  Madeira. 

02  Marie.     See  Rikc-r.  Harlem;  its  origin  and  c^irly  annals,  p.  140. 
Pi  Johannes  La  Mnntn^'-e. 
w  Rachel. 

Hendrick  Cornelisz  MaesCn,  son  of  Cornells  Macsen,  and  Catelijntie  Martens.  See 
footnote  j.. 
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Mon.  2  W.S.W.    43     22-38     N-E.     stiff  topsail  breeze, 

clear  weather.  We  were  five  minutes  south  of  the 
tropic.    The  day  gone- 

Tu.  3  W.S.W.      38     21-40      N.     steady  gale,  mostly 

clear  weather.  From  here  on  the  course  was  changed 
and  we  sailed  west.  We  were  south  of  the  tropic 
26  leagues  or  t  deg.  46  miri.  during  the  past  day. 

variation  of  compass 

Wed.  4  W.  by  S.    36    21-13    5~°  N.W.  variation.  The 

wind  north,  steady  breeze,  with  clear  weather.  The 
day  gone. 

Th.  5  W.  y2  S.    28    21-4     gentle  topsail  breeze,  wind 

north.  This  night  a  flying  fish  flew  on  board  our 
ship.    The  day  gone. 

Fr.  6  W.     18     21-1     6-0  N.W.  variation.    The  wind 

north  with  gentle  breezes.    The  day  gone. 

Sat.  7  W.    30    20-58    N.    stiff  topsail  gale  and  high 

weeds  seas  for  the  past  day. 

Sun.  8  W.  y2  N.    40    21-10    N.  -  with  rough  weather, 

weeds  with  lower  sails  the  past  day. 

Mon.  9  W.  y2  N.    35    21-17    N:    rough  weather  with 

weeds  lower  sails  the  past  day. 

Tu.  10  W.     42     21-15     N.     hard  topsail  gale  the  past 

weeds  day. 

Wed.  11         W.  y>  N.     38     21-30  by  dead  reckoning;  N. 

with  stiff  topsail  gale.  This  noon  we  changed  our 
course  and  then  saiied  N.W.  by  W.  The  wind  as 
before  with  lower  sails  and  in  the  afternoon  there 
was  a  severe  storm  with  thunder,  lightning  and  rain 
so  that  we  took  in  all  our  sails,  but  toward  the  end 
of  the  second  watch  it  became  somewhat  better.  We 
set  both,  our  lower  sails,  the  foretopsail  and  mizzen- 
sail  and  then  sailed  about  X.W.  The  wind  N.N.K. 
The  day  gone. 

Th.  12  N.W.    16    22-6    N.N.E.    Fair  weather  the  past 

day. 

Fr.  13  N.W.    20    23-1    N.E.    Changeable  weather  the 

past  day. 
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lat.  by       long,  by       lat.  by 
Course        leag.  reck'g         reck'g  obs'n 

deg.  min.    deg.  mm.    deg.  min.    deg.  min. 

Sat.  14  N.W.  Yi  N.  37      0-0     34-1 806    24-57  °-54 

variatioii  of  the  compass.  The  wind  about  N.N.E., 
topsail  breeze.  During  the  day  we  sailed  37  leagues ; 
the  latitude  24-57;  a  steady  topsail  breeze.  We  took 
the  sun's  azimuth  at  its  setting  and  found  the  varia- 
tion of  the  needle  to  be  o  deg.  54  min.  N.W.  The 
weather  was  fine  and  we  then  sailed  fully  N.W. 
by  N. 

C.  leag.      lat.  reck.       long.     lat.  obs. 

Sun.  15  N.N.W.     26     26-31     35-2  26-33  0-0  X.N.E. 

Steady  breeze.  We  had  then  sailed  26  leagues 
N.N.W7.  and  our  latitude  was  26-33  '>  longitude  35-2 ; 
the  wind  N.N.E.  with  fine  w  eather  and  in  the  even- 
ing it  became  calm.    The  day  gone. 

C.  leag.      lat.  reck.       long.      lat.  obs.      deg.  nun. 

Mon.  16         N.W  by  N.  20     27-40    35-50    27-41  6-40 

We  had  sailed  N.W.  by  N.  20  leagues  and  our  lati- 
tude was  27-41;  the  longitude  was  35-50 ;  and  on 
taking  the  sun's  azimuth  at  its  setting  we  found  the 
variation  to  be  6  deg.  40  min.  N.E. ;  the  wind  about 
N.N.E.    The  day  gone. 

Tu.  17  N.W.  by  N.  26     29-7     36-55     0-0  0-0 

The  wind  southerly,  high  swells  from  the  N.W.  with 
fine  weather  at  noon,  the  wind  fitful  and  changed 
soon  to  the  west,  weather  unsettled.  We  had  much 
rain,  thunder  and  lightning  and  in  the  afternoon  wTe 
took  oft  our  bonnets,1,7  veered  about  and  went  about 
S.W. 

Wed.  18         W.  by  S.        5      29-0     37-15      0-0  0-0 

Variable  weather  but  fair.  We  sailed  N.  W.  with 
[occasional]  calms.    The  day  gone. 

Th.  19  S.W.  by  S.     3      29-50    37-6     2S-4S  0-0 

The  wind  fitful  but  we  drifted  quietly,  mostly  S.W. ; 
latitude  and  longitude  as  above.    The  day  gone. 

Pr.  20  W.N.W        16     29-12    3S-13    29-12  0-0 

N.N.E.    Stiff  topsail  breeze.    Course,  leagues,  lati- 
tude and  longitude  as  above.     Toward  daybreak 
  there  was  a  very  strong  wind.    The  day  gone. 

M  Farly  navigators  used  various  prime  meridians.  From  the  entries  for  Sept.  7  and 
Bi  l637i  it  appears  that  this  skipper  employed  the  meridian  first  adopted  by  Mercator, 
that  of  the  island  Corvo  of  the  w<  ^terti  Azores,  3X0  7'  W.  of  Greenwich. 

*'  Bonnet;  a  supplementary  piece  of  canvas  laced  to  the  foot  of  a  sail  in  light  winds; 
formerly  j»  yvas  fometiojo  Ir.ced  to  the  top  of  the  sail. 
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Sat.  21  N.N.W.  >2  W,     25     30-40     39-2     30-41  0-0 

N.E.  with  rough  weather.  Course,  leagues,  latitude 
2  nd  longitude  as  above.    The  day  gone. 

Sun.  22  N.N.W.  )A  W.  36     32-48    40-22    32-48  0-0 

S.S.E.  Steady  breeze.  Course,  leagues,  latitude  and 
longitude  as  above,  but  in  the  afternoon  and  the 
early  part  of  the  night  we  had  a  stiff  breeze  from 
the  east;  we  changed  our  course  and  went  north. 
The  day  gone. 

Mdn.  23         N.   9   33-23   40-22   33-23    3-0   S.  with  calms. 

Course,  leagues,  latitude  and  longitude  as  above. 
Variation  of  the  needle  3  deg.  o  min.  N.W.  With 
clear  weather,  the  day  gone. 

C.  leag.        lat.  reck.         long.        lat.  obs.  wind 

Tu.  24  N,  by  W.    35       35-43     41-13     0-0  W.S.W. 

left  the  Rough  weather.    Course,  leagues,  latitude  and  longi- 

weeds  tude  as  above.  We  had  dark  weather  with  much  rain. 

About  noon  there  was  a  waterspout  behind  our  ship 
which  drew  the  water  like  smoke  to  such  a  terrible 
hight  that  we  were  afraid  of  it;  we  took  in  all  our. 
sails  but  it  was  soon  over  and  passed  behind  us  at 
close  range  without  hurting  us.    The  day  gone. 

C.  leag.     lat,  rock.         long.       lat  of-.s. 

Wed.  25         N.W.  by  N.  22     36-55     42-13    36-56  E.N.E. 

Stiff  breeze,  we  had  during  the  day  much  change  of 
wind  and  terrible  thunder,  lightning  and  rain, 
ground  at  Toward  evening  there  was  a  gentle  breeze  and  after 
50  fathoms  supper  we  cast  the  lead  and  found  at  50  fathoms 
small  black  stones  and  also  small  red  ones,  some  as 
large  as  shot,  together  with  grayish  sand,  at  this 
latitude  and  longitude  about  10  miles  from  land. 
We  went  then  N.N.W.  the  wind  N.E.  with  a  gentle 
breeze  and  when  the  fu  st  watch  was  over  we  sounded 
again  and  struck  sand  at  18  fathoms.  Course  and 
wind  as  before.  At  four  bells  in  the  second  watch 
we  found  sand  at  12  fathoms,  the  depth  having  be- 
come steadily  less  up  to  this  point.  Course  and 
wind  as  above.  We  then  took  in  our  topsail  and 
turned  to  the  S.E.,  the  wind  being  E.N.E.  We  sailed 
for  four  glasses  [two  hours]  or  till  we  had  17  fath- 
oms; then  we  turned  and  sailed  north  and  set  our 
topsails  to  a  gentle  breeze. 
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Th.  26  N.W.  by  N.  10    37-29    42-39    37-29  13-20 

The  wind  fitful  with  calm:-.  In  the  forenoon  we 
found  most  of  the  time  20,  19  or  18,  but  also  17  and 
15  fathoms,  but  not  long  after  we  saw  land,  the  depth 
ranging-  from  75  to  20  fathoms.  We  did  nut  know 
where  we  were  for  ii  was  foggy  weather.  We  sup- 
posed that  there  might  be  a  bank,  as  the  southern 
colonies  of  the  English  were  quite  near  and  as  we 
had  had  in  the  afternoon  the  above  course,  leagues, 
latitude,  longitude  and  variation.  We  were  about 
three  miles  from  land  and  found  14  fathoms  of 
water,  with  foggy  weather,  so  that  we  conld  not  tell 
much  about  the  land.  At  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  smits  Island'8  lay  about  three  leagues  W. 
N.W.  from  us.  Seen  from  there  the  island  looks  as 
follows :  the  upper  part  is  hard  to  recognize,  the 
north  point  is  indented,  and  it  seems  as  if  a  small 
flat  island  lay  at  the  south  point. 

C.         leag.       kit.  rec.        long.  lat.  obs.  var. 

Sat.  28  N.  by  E.  20      39-43    43-35    39-43  0-0 

the  wind  S.W.,  a  gentle  breeze  and  the  course  sailed, 
leagues,  latitnde  and  longitude  as  above.  During 
the  past  night  we  had  a  steady  breeze  from  the  S.W. 
with  rain,  thunder  and  lightning.  We  were  about 
N.N.E.  of  Cacp  hinlooepP 

C.  leag.      lat.  reck.         long.         lat. obs.     W.  var. 

Sat.  17  X.  by  E.  20      39-43      43-35    39-43  0-0 

The  wind  W.X.W.,  gentle  breeze,  course,  leagues, 
latitude  and  longitude  as  above.  During  the  night 
we  had  showers,  as  if  we  were  near  land.  By  reck- 
oning we  were  six  leagues  from  land.  We  found  22 
fathoms  of  water  and  ran  close  to  northward.  We 
sounded  often  and  found  sometimes  22.  but  also  20, 
18,  17.  15.  and  then  again  22  fathoms  and  we  saw 
many  whales.  We  then  sailed  mostly  N.W.  The 
whole  night  long  with  calms  and  that  night  we  saw 
many  tires  burning. 


's  Smith   Island;   east  of  Cape  Charles,  the  northeastern  end  of  the  island  is  about 
5°  41/  W.  and  370   ii*  N. 
w  Cape  ffenlopen. 
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March 
Sun.  i 


behind 
godins  pitint 

Mon.  2 


Tu.  3 

Wed.  4 
manatans 


Th.  5 
Fr.  6 
Sat.  7 

Sun.  8 

Mon.  9 
Tu.  10 
Wed.  ii 


In  the  morning  we  were  about  two  leagues  from 
land  and  in  16  fathoms,  S.W.  from  the  north  point 
of  the  bacrndc  gat™*  bloemerts  puint1  being  north  of 
us.  We  saw  many  whales,  some  io  or  20  swimming 
for  at  least  two  hours  about  our  ship  ;  we  supposed 
that  they  were  taking  their  course  from  the  south 
to  the  north.  At  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening 
at  sunset  we  came  to  anchor  behind  godins  puint2  in 
five  fathoms,  good  anchorage.  God  be  praised  for 
his  mercy. 

In  the  morning  the  wind  was  N.W.  with  rough 
weather  so  that  we  could  not  make  the  hoc fd cur 
Our  boat  landed  at  godins  puint  for  the  purpose  of 
shooting  geese  and  stayed  over  night  there.  It  was 
bitterly  cold. 

At  noon  the  weather  was  somewhat  better  as  far  as 
the  wind  was  concerned  though  it  was  N.W.  and  very 
cold.  Our  boat  returned^  and  we  could  not  do  any- 
thing else. 

The  wind  as  above  with  a  gentle  breeze.  We 
weighed  our  anchor  and  arrived  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  manatans,  where  we  found  an 
English  vessel.  God  be  praised  for  our  safe  voyage 
thus  far.  As  we  learned  here  that  the  river  was 
still  closed  up  above  we  remained  here. 

As  above,  the  wind  west. 

The  wind  east. 

We  began  to  clear  our  hold  and  brought  our 
empty  water  casks  on  land. 

Two  of  the  children  born  on  our  ship  were  baptized 
here.    The  wind  N.W. 

As  above. 

As  above. 

As  above.  South. 


VJ*  Parnetfat  Inlet. 

1  Blonunaert's  Point;  Norton's  Point,  at  the  west  end  of  Coney  Island  was  called 
BIon;niaert's  Point  and  is  referred  to  as'sudi  in  the  present  log,  under  date  of  Aug. 
8th,  p.  383.  At  the  time  of  the  present  entry  the  ship  was  so  far  south  of  Norton's 
Point  that  it  could  not  have  heen  visible  and  it  is  possible  that  some  point  on  the  New 
Jersey  coast  had  the  same  name. 

2  Codyn's  Point;  now  Sandy  Hook. 

s  The  headlands  at  either  side  of  the  Narrows;  called  also  ITamelshoofden. 
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Th.  12  As  above. 

Fr.  13  The  wind  north  with  storm. 

Sat.  14  The  wind  south  with  snow. 

Sun.  15  In  the  evening  Claes  racmacckcr  came  out  into  the 

a  ship  bay  and  also  near  notcn  Island4  and  during'  the  night 

t  ame  dirch  Cuirsev?  sailed  up  the  river.    The  wind  south. 

Mon.  16  Claes  came  on  board.  This  day  we  fetched  some 
goods  from  land.   The  wind  s6uth  with,  fair  weather. 

Tu.  17  In  the  afternoon  the  wind  was  about  west  with 

rough  weather. 

Wed.  18         As  above. 

Th.  19  As  above,  with  rain. 

Ft.  20  As  above. 

Sat.  21  I  brought  most  of  the  merchandise  on  land  into 

a  house  and  left  the  mate6  in  charge,  with  orders  to 
sell  it.  With  the  consent  of  the  director,  we  got 
ready  to  sail  up  the  river  with  the  ship. 

Sun.  22  The  widow  of  Cornells  sin  its'  was  married  here  at 

the  manatcuis  to  aerent  steff  enters, 

Mon.  23         The  wind  about  north. 

Tu.  24  The  weather  calm,  Peter  cornelis8  went  up  the 

river  in  a  yacht. 
Wed.  25         The  wind  N.E.,  rain  and  rough  weather. 
11).  26  We  sailed  up  the  river '  in  tire  ship  with  calm 

weather  and  in  the  evening  came  to  anchor  near 

sapaclienikaii? 

Fr.  27  In  the  morning  we  set  sail  again  with  calm  weather 

and  very  light  northerly  breeze  and  at  about,  nine 
o'clock  at  night  we  anchored  on  account  of  the  dark- 
ness.   We  had  sailed  about  eight  leagues. 

Sat.  28  In  the  morning  we  set  sail  and  came  to  the  lioege 

lant.10  The  tide  went  out  and  the  wind  was  con- 
•  trary  so  that  we  anchored  there  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 


4  Nut   Island,   now   Governor's  Island. 

5  !>irck  Corssen  Stam,  supercargo  of  the  vessel. 

*  Hcndriek  de  Forest. 

*  C^melis  Thoroasz,  the  smith;  rf.  entry  of  Dec.  8,  1636. 

Ict  CofHe!is2!  van  Monnickendam. 
9  ^apokanican,  or  Sappokanican,  later  Greenwich  village  and  now  that  part  of  New 
S  1  rk  City  between  14th  and  Houston  sis.  on  the  Hudson  River. 
"The  Highlands. 
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Sun.  29  In  the  morning"  dirck  Cocrscn  came  down  in  the 

yacht  and  boarded  our  ship  again  ;  the  yacht  sailed  on 
with  a  north  wind, 

Mon.  30         The  wind  as  above  with  rough  weather. 

Tu.  31  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  about  SAY.  with 

fair  weather.  We  got  under  sail  and  came  to  the 
esocpes}1    In  the  evening  the  w  ind  changed  to  the 

.  .   *  north  and  blew  hard, 

April 

Wed.  1  As  above. 

Th.  2  In  the  morning  the  wind  turned  to  the  south  and 

we  set  sail  and  came  to  anchor  about  a  mile  above 
Catskil.    The  wind  was  then  about  east. 

Fr.  3  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  about  south  with  a 

drizzling  rain.  We  set  sail  and  in  the  evening  came 
to  anchor  about  half  a  mile  below  bcren  Island,1-  on 
account  of  cairns  and  contrary  wind. 

Sat.  4  As  above. 

Sun.  5  As  above 

Mon,  6  In  the  evening  the  wind  changed  to  the  south. 

\Ye  set  sail  but  were  becalmed.  Getting  a  fair  breeze 
during  the  night  we  sailed  on. 

Tu.  7  About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  came  to 

anchor  before  focrt  oeramcri?"  the  end  of  our  voy- 
age upward. 

Wed.  8  The  wind  north. 

Th.  9  We   delivered   some   goods  to   ijacckop  planch. 

The  wind  as  above. 
Fr.  10  Cleaned  our  deck. 

Sat.  11  The  wind  as  above. 

Sun.  12  As  above.  Faster. 

Mon.  13  As  above. 
Tu.  14  As  above. 

W^ed.  15  '      As  above. 

Th.  16  As  above.    Delivered  some  goods. 

Fr.  17  As  above. 

Sat.  18  As  above. 

Sun.  19  As  above. 

Mon.  20  We  delivered  the  smith's  coal 

11  Now  Kingston. 
17  Barron  Island. 
Vi  Fort  Orange. 
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Tu.  21  As  above. 

Wed.  22  As  above. 

Th.  23  As  above. 

Fr.  24  As  above. 

Sat.  25  As  above. 

Sun.  26  A  yacht  came  here  from  the  manatans. 

Mon.  27  As  above. 

Tu.  28  As  above. 

Wed.  29  The  yacht  went  from  here  to  the  manatans  with 
seed. 

Th.  30  As  above. 
May 

Fr.  1  The  wind  about  south. 

Sat.  2  As  above. 

Sun.  3  As  above. 

Mon.  4  As  above. 

Tu.  5  Easterly  wind  with  rain. 

Wed.  6  As  above. 

Th.  7  As  above. 

Fr.  8  As  above. 

Sat..  9  As  above. 

Sun.  10  Very  cold  weather  with  rain. 

Mon.  ii  Northerly  wind  with  much  sun. 

Tu.  12  As  above. 

Wed.  13  In  the  night  the  wind  became  south. 

Th.  14  As  above. 

Fr.  15  We  went  with  our  goods  to  the  great  falls,  four 

leagues  above  fort  ocranien. 

Sat.  16  Fine  weather.    The  wind  about  south. 

Sun.  17  As  above. 

Mon.  18  As  above. 

Tu.  19  macrtcn  gcrrits  went  to  the  manatans.  This  day 
we  unloaded  our  millstones  and  got  ready  to  set 
sail.    The  wind  south. 

W  ed.  20  The  wind  as  above.  We  lay  ready  to  sail  and 
waited  for  the  wind.  This  day  a  yacht  came  from 
the  manatmns  and  the  yacht  sintc  macrtin  with  cattle. 

Th-  21  The  wind  as  above. 

IT.  22  The  wind  as  above. 

Sat.  23  The  wind  as  above. 

Sun.  24  The  wind  as  above. 


3/8 


NEW  YORK   STATE  LIBRARY 


Mon.  25 
Tu.  26 
Wed-  27 
Th.  28 
Fr.  29 
Sat.  30 
Sun.  31 

Tune 
Mon.  1 

Tu.  2 


Wed.  3 


Th.  4 


Fr.  5 


Sat.  6 
Sun.  7 
Mon.  8 


The  wind  as  above. 
The  wind  as  above. 
The  wind  as  above. 
The  wind  as  above. 
Tile  wind  as  above. 
The  wind  as  above.  , 

In  the  morning-  the  wind  N.W.  We  set  sail  and 
ran  past  smacks  Island  and  anchored  there. 


In  the  morning  the  wind  was  about  north.  Wc 
set  sail  and  came  near  noeten  Jwcck.u 

The  wind  was  S.W.  and  south ;  a  light  breeze. 
We  then  drifted  down  with  the  tide  and  by  flood  time 
came  to  anchor  about  a  league  below  noctcn  hocck. 
maerten  gerrits,  who  was  going  up  the  river,  came 
on  board  there. 

Irr  the  morning  it  was  still  calm  and  we  drifted 
along  with  the  ebb  tide  but  later  there  was  a  light 
breeze  so  that  we  came  to  anchor  two  leagues  north 
of  madclccns  Island.15  We  got  some  ballast  there 
and  turned  over  some  smith's  coal  to  the  yacht 
shite  macrtin. 

It  was  calm  and  we  drifted  along  with  the  ebb 
tide  and  came  before  the  grooetc  ecsocpes.™  There 
we  got  a  steady  breeze  and  sailed  down  into  the 
lange  rack11  where  it  became  calm  and  the  flood  re- 
turned. 

In  the  morning  it  was  still  calm  and  we  drifted 
with  the  ebb  tide  but  at  noon  we  got  a  fine  breeze  and 
came  to  anchor  near  pollccpcls  Island,18  for  the  wind 
was  south. 

Stiff  breeze.    The  wind  as  before. 

As  above. 

As  above. 


opposite  Coxsackie. 
tid;  about  two  miles  south  of  Saugcrties. 

;    now    Rondout    Creek,    which    empties    into    the    Hudson    River  at 


"  Nut  ten  Hook 
»  Magdalen  Is! 
15  Great  Esopu 
Kingston. 

17  The  long  reach,  which  extends  from  Oram  Elbow  Point,  about  four  miles  north  0 
Poughkcepsie  but  on  the  west  sick  of  the  river,  to  Polo  pel's  Island. 

*■  Literally,  Pot-la  cite  Islap.l;  now  called  Pblopel's  Island,  opposite  Cornwall-on-thc 
Hudson. 
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u.  9 


Wed.  io 


Th.  ii 


Fr.  12 

before  the 
manats 
Sat.  13 


Sun.  14 
Mon.  15 
Tu.  16 
Wed.  17 
Th.  18 
Fr.  19 
Sat.  20 
from  the 
manatans 


Sun.  21 
go  dins 

Mon.  22 

baernde  zat 


As  above  with  fair  weather  and  in  the  afternoon 
we  sec  sail  and  by  tacking  went  down  as  far  as  the 
hoogc  lajii,  where  we  came  to  anchor  during  a  calm 
and  the  flood. 

The  wind  as  above.  We  tacked  past  the  hocge  lanl 
and  in  the  evening  came  to  anchor  between  haeuer 
stroo±XJ  and  the  verdrietigen  Iweck.2'* 

In  the  morning  the  wind  as  above  with  a  steady 
breeze  and  we  kept  on  tacking  till  off  the  kill  at  the 
north  end  of  the  manatans. 

It  was  calm  and  we  drifted  with  the  ebb  tide  be- 
fore the  manatans  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

A  southerly  wind  and  we  thought  it  advisable  to  go 
at  the  first  opportunity  to  the  southern  English  set- 
tlement. 

The  wind  as  above. 

As  above. 

As  above. 

As  above. 

As  above. 

The  wind  about  north. 

The  wind  as  above  and  we  set  sail  to  go  south 
and  when  we  came  into  the  bay  the  wind  changed  to 
the  S.E.,  with  dark  weather  and  a  gale.  Wre  could 
not  see;  we  then  turned  about  and  ran  again  between 
the  hoc f den21  and  anchored  there. 

At  noon  the  wind  was  about  N.E.  We  set  sail 
and  in  the  evening  came  to  anchor  below  godins 
pnint22  in  seven  fathoms. 

In  the  morning  the  wind  as  above.  We  set  sail 
and  ran  out  into  the  open  and  in  the  evening  at  s  . inset 
we  were  N.W.  from  baernde  gat23  about  two  leagues 
from  land.  The  wind  as  above,  a  light  breeze.  Dur- 
ing the  night  there  was  a  steady  breeze  from  the 
same  direction.  Wre  then  sailed  S.S.W.  till  midnight 
when  we  changed  to  S.W.  by  W. 


19  Havcrstraw. 

50  Vcrdru  tipc  Hook;  between  Haverstraw  and  Nyack. 
Tediotts  Point. 

41  The  headlands  at  either  side  of  the  Narrows. 
■7  Now  Sandy  Hook, 
f  Harncgat  Inlet. 


The  name  meani  Dismal  or 


38o 


NEW   YORK   STATE  LIBRARY 


Tu.  23  In  the  morning  we  did  not  sec  land  and  kept  tire 

same  course.  The  wind,  as  above  and  light  breeze. 
We  reckoned  that  we  were  about  S.W.  by  W.  of 
Caep  macij.-4  We  found  various  depths  during  tlu 
night,  probably  due  to  banks  which  He  there  as  the 
charts  show.  At  noon  we  saw  land  and  in  the  even- 
ing on  account  of  the  light  breeze  we  approached  the 
Caep  coast  and  landed  about  four  leagues  south  of  Cacp 

hinlooep  hinlooep.2*    We  turned  about  and  sailed  mostly  S.E 

The  whole  night  the  wind  was  S.W.  but  toward  day- 
break south. 

Wed.  24  We  turned  toward  shore  and  sailed  west,  the  wind 
about  S.S.W.,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at 
about  eight  leagues  south  of  Cacp  hinlooep.  At  a 
distance  of  about  four  leagues  the  land  seemed 
broken,  but  this  is  caused  by  the  lowness  of  the  laud 
and  the  high  trees  which  are  found  there,  by  which 
it  can  be  easily  recognized.  We  turned  away  from 
shore  and  came  to  anchor  in  10  fathoms  as  we  could 
not  make  any  headway. 

Th.  25  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  northerly  and  there 

was  a  light  breeze.  We  set  sail  and  in  the  afternoon 
the  wind  became  S.S.W.  We  then  sailed  west  till 
we  came  near  the  shore,  where  we  again  found  liar 
land  and  high  trees  but  especially  dense  woods.  We 
again  turned  from  shore  and  the  wind  suddenly 
changed  to  the  W.X.W.  There  was  a  steady  breeze 
and  we  sailed  then  S.W.  by  S.  and  at  sunset  the 
wind  changed  again  to  the  south  with  [occasional] 
calm.  We  anchored  in  10  fathoms,  fully  a  league 
from  shore. 

Fr.  26  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  as  above  and  there 

was  a  light  breeze.  About  noon  the  wind  turned  to 
the  S.E.  and  there  was  a  steady  breeze.  We  sailed 
S.W.  and  came  near  the  island  caled  verses  Island.2" 
where  there  is  a  channel  between  the  island  and  the 
mainland.  We  turned  from  shore ,  and  came  t<> 
anchor  in  six  fathoms,  for  the  wind  was  SAY.  with 
[occasional]  calms  and  the  current  was  against  us. 


:»  Crpc  May. 

25  Capo  1  Umlopen. 

:"  Should  prohaMy  he  Verkens.  Or  Yarkens,  island,  of  which  the  present  name,  IT<>£ 
Island,  is  a  literal  translation.    The  island  is  about  20  miles  north  of  Cape  Charles. 
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Sat.  27  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  as  above  with  calms. 

We  set  sail  and  arrived  before  the  inlet  of  niatse 
ponge21  which  lies  at  the  west  end  of  the  aforesaid 
island,  near  a  large  sand  bank  to  port  and  the  island 
to  starboard.  The  inlet28  north  of  the  island  is 
probably  the  nearest  to  matscpongc.  We  tacked 
along  past  the  sand  bank.  • 
Sun.  28  In  the  morning  on  account  of  contrary  winds  we 

came  again  to  the  point  Whence  we  sailed  the  pre- 
vious evening-.    We  then  headed  again  for  the  sea 
the  wind  being  about  S.W.  and  toward  evening  we 
anchored  in  seven  fathom?, 
Mon.  29  In  the  morning  at  sunrise  the  wind  changed  to  the 

below  north.    We  set  sail  and  about  noon  we  came  to 

sui its  anchor  below  smits  Island/21'  on  the  west  side.  God 

Island  be  praised  for  his  mercy  thus  far.    The  same  day  our 

mate  went  on  land  to  further  the  work. 
Tu.  30  We  moored  the  ship  to  the  shore  by  a  cable,  in  4^/3 

fathoms. 

July 

Wed.  1  As  above. 

Th.  2  As  above. 

Fr.  3      *       As  above. 

Sat.  4  Strong'  north  wind. 

Sun.  5  As  above.    Good  weather. 

Mon.  6  As  above. 

Tu.  7  As  above. 

Wed.  8  As  above. 

Th.  9  As  above. 

Fr.  10  As  above. 

Sat.  11  \\'e  were  ready  to  sail.    North  wind. 

Sun.  12  In  the  afternoon  we  sailed  in  company  with  an 

from  funis  English  yacht.  The  wind  X.W.  and  during  the  night 
island  we  drifted  in  a  calm. 


17  Croat  MacJiipoiiRo  Inlet. 
^  Little  Mr.chipongo  Inlet. 

w  Smith  Island;  oast  of  Cape  Charles,  funis  Island,  mentioned  below,  is  doubtless  a 
mistake  f->r  smits  Island. 
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Mon.  13         At  noon  there  was  a  steady  breeze  from  the  N.W. 

and  toward  evening-  the  wind  was  about  east.  In  tin- 
evening  we  came  to  anchor  in  five  fathoms,  smfts 
Island  Jay  W.S.W.  from  us  and  matseponge  some- 
what north  of  N.N.E.  During  the  night  the  wind 
became  south  with  [occasional]  calms.  We  set  sail 
and  ran  east. 

Tu.  14  In  the  morning  matseponge  lay  north  from  us. 

We  then  sailed  N.E.  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
south  and  in  the  afternoon  there  was  a  stiff  breeze. 
Wind  and  course  as  above  and  at  sunset  the  wind 
changed  to  the  west  and  there  was  thunder,  lightning 
and  rain.  We  took  in  our  sails  and  the  whole  night 
sailed  N.E.  with  a  foresail. 

Wed.  15  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  as  above  and  there 
was  a  stiff  breeze.  We  set  sail  and  went  north  and  at 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  we  arrived  before 
the  grooeten  eiierhaenen30  and  in  the  evening  between 
baernde  gat  and  the  sadel.31  That  night  we  let  our- 
selves drift  till  daybreak  and  then  set  sail.  Wind  and 
weather  as  above. 

Th.  16  In  the  morning  ritiselaers  hoeek"'2  lay  about  two 

leagues  north'  of  us.  The  wind  about  west,  we 
tacked  into  the  bay  and  at  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  arrived  before  the  manatans. 

Fr.  17  As  above. 

Sat  18  As  above. 

Sun.  19  As  above. 

Mon.  20         As  above.    The  carpenters  came  on  board. 
Tu.  21  As  above. 

Wed.  22  As  above. 
Th.  23  As  above. 

Fr.  24  As  above. 

Sat.  25  The  carpenters  finished  their  work. 

Sun.  26  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  my  mate  hein- 

driek  dc  freest  died.33 
Mon.  27  In  the  afternoon  he  and  a  child  were  buried. 

Tu.  28  We  were  ready  to  go  to  the  watering  place. 


80  dreat  F.gg  Harbor,  a  short  distance  Lelow  Atlantic  City. 
11  The  Saddle. 

53  Rensseiaers   Hook;   now  Nayesink  Highlands. 

,1  Hendrkrk  do  Forest;  cf.  Riker,  Harlem;  its  origin  and  early  annals,  p.  143. 
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Wed.  29 

We  sailed  10  the  watering  place. 

Th.  30 

Our  casks  were  filled  with  water. 

Fr.  31 

We  cut  firewood. 

August 

Sat.  1 

Cut  firewood  as  above. 

Sun.  2 

Hard  wind  and  ram- 

Mon.  3 

As  above.  • 

Tu.  4 

We  got  our  water  and  wood  on  board  and  in  the 

evening  set  sail  toward  the  manatans. 

Wed.  5 

We  arrived  at  the  manatans  in  the  afternoon. 

Th.  6 

As  above. 

Fr.  7 

We  sailed  from  the  manatans  to  the  rooe  hoeck.34 

Sat.  8 . 

The  wind  S.W.  and  a  light  breeze.    We  sailed  to 

a  place  below  bloemerts  puintP 

Sun.  9 

The  wind  about  south  and  we  stayed  there. 

Mon.  10 

We  arrived  below  godins  paint?*    The  wind  as 

above. 

Tu.  11 

As  above. 

Wed.  12 

As  above. 

Th.  13 

As  above.    A  gale. 

Fr.  14 

We  sailed  in  the  morning  with  a  N.W.  wind  and 

from  godins  puint  put  out  to  sea  and  sailed  S.E.  by 

E.  in  the  name  of  God.    May  He  preserve  rinselaers 

?vick. 

C.                  lcag.       lat.  reck           long.     lat.  obs. 

Sat.  15 

S.E.  by  E.  Yz  E.  29     39-16     323-17  39-16  0-0 

The  wind  N.W.,  light  breeze.  N.W. 

Sun.  i6?'7 

S  by  W.            12      38-29    323-7     0-0  7-33 

variation  of  the  compass.    The  wind  S.E.,  wind  for 

courses  and  topsails  till  morning  when  the  wind 

changed  to  the  south. 

M'»n.  17 

S.  by  E.  y2  E.    15      37-32    323-27  00 

rough  weather,  wind  for  lower  sails  only. 

Tn  t9 

E.  by  S.  V2  S.    15      37-15  324-35 

The  wind  S.W.,  rough  weather,  thunder  and  light- 

ning. 

tl  Retf  Hook;  a 

point  on  the  Brooklyn  shore  about  half  a  mile  south  of  Governor's 

.'•Kind. 

*'  lilommaert's  Toint;  see  p.  374. 
M  Oodijn's  Point;  now  Sandy  Hook. 

rhe  abbreviations  of  course,  leagues,  etc.,  occur  above  nearly  all  the  entries  up  to 
id  including  Sep*.   35th,  but   it  is   not  thought   worth   while  to  repeat  them  in  this 


■ 
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Wed.  19  E;  by  S.  3/3  S.  21  36-54  326-12  0-0  0-0 
The  wind  S.W.,  stiff  topsail  breeze.  Last  night  we 
had  changeable  weather.  First  we  carried  two 
courses  but  now  the  topsails.  We  changed  our 
course  and  ran  S.E.  by  E.  />  E. 

Th.  20  E.  by  S.  18      36-19    327-39       0-0  0-0 

The  wind  north,  stiff  topsail  breeze.  Last  night  wc 
had  much  rain  and  variable  wind,  mostly  SAY. 

NAY 

Fr.  21  E.  by  S.  ]/2  S.29      37-46    329^54       0-0  5-4 

The  wind  N.E.,  topsail  breeze,  S.  by  W.  from  the 
baermaedes,38  fine  weather  and  we  sailed  east. 

Sat.  22  E.  by  N.  ]^  E.16     35-54    33,1-n  o-oo-[p] 

The  wind  north,  light  breeze  and  fair  weather. 

Sun.  23  E.  by  N.  8     36-0     331-49    35-18  0-0 

The  wind  N.W.  with  [occasional]  calms  and  fair 
weather. 

M011.  24  E.  by  X.  V2  E.  23      35-31    331-39    35-28  0-0 

The  wind  N.W.,  various  breezes  and  fair  weather. 
T«.  25  E.  5     35-28    333-59  0-0 

fitful  winds  and  calms. 
Wed.  26  E.  by  N.     23        0-0    335-49  35-45 

The  wind  S.,  unsteady. 
Th.  27  E.  by  N.        18.    35-59    337-1 5  0-0 

The  wind  S.  W.,  raw  weather,  low  sails.30 
Fr.  28  E.  by  N.       36      36-27      340-9  0-0 

The  wind  S.W.,  raw  weather  keeping  all  hands  busy, 

low  sails. 

Sat.  29  E.  by  N..       30      36-50    342-35  0-0 

The  wind  S.W.,  weather  keeping  all  hands  busy. 
Sun.  30  E.  i/2  m       38         0-0    345-6  37-0 

The  wind  S.W.  topsail  breeze,  fair  weather. 
Mon.  31  N.E.  Y>  N.     23     37-40    346-37  0-0 

The  wind  S.WT.,  light  topsail  breeze.    We  leave  the 

Gulf  Stream. 

September 

Tu.  t  E.  by  N.  y2  N.    22       0-0    348-19  38-16 

The  wind  S.,  light  topsail  breeze,  fair  weather. 

Wed.  2  E.  by  X.       28       0-0      350-26  38-37 

The  wind  S..  fitful  weather. 


30  k'enmidas. 

**  laege  seilen  i  possibly  means  that  lower  sails  only  were  set. 


- 
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Th,  3 
Fr.  4 
Sat.  5 
Sun.  6 

with  tibbout 

Mon.  7 
parted 
from  him 

Tu.  8 

Wed.  9 
Tli.  10 
Fr.  1 1 
Sat.  12 
Sun.  13 
Mon.  14 
Tu.  15 
Wed.  16 
Th.  17 
Fr.  iS 
Sat.  19 


K.N.E. 


0-0 


352-3 


The  wind  S.,  raw,  changeable  weather. 

E.  y2  N.  25  0-0  353-49 
The  wind  S.,  topsail  breeze, 

E.  3i     39-^3  356-29 

•aw,  changeable  weather. 


39-10 
39-23 


The  wind  S- 
E.  by  N, 


Vs  N 


12     39-34-  35^-5^ 


0-0 


0-0 


The  wind  3.,  light  breeze  and  at  noon  we  saw  a  sail  to 
our  lee  and  toward  evening  it  came  near  us.  It  was 
Capt.  tibbout  horn  His  sin  gen.**  That  night  we  both 
drifted  in  a  calm. 

E.  yl  N.       12       0-0     357-54  39~39 
The  wind  S.W.,  light  breeze  and  at  sunset  the  north 
point  of  Cccnia*1  lay  two  leagues  S.E.  from  us. 
Light  breeze. 

At  noon  the  north  point  of  Coerua  lay  about  16 
leagues  W.  from  us;  latitude  40  deg.  10  min.,  longi- 
tude 1  deg.  .4  min.  Calms. 

N.E.  l/i  E.       12     40-41       1-5 1 
The  wind  S.S.E.,  light  breeze. 

N.N.W.  5     41-0  1-42 

The  wind  east,  a  gale  with  one  sail. 

N.W.  4     41-11       1-3 1 

The  wind  east,  stiff  topsail  [breeze]. 

N.E.  by  N.      11      41-47  2-3 
The  wind  S.E.,  light  breeze. 

N.E.  9  0-0 

The  wind  S.E.,  calm. 

E.N.E.       19  0-0 


0-0 


0-0 


0-0 


2-28 


4-0 


42-  44 

43-  9 
43-38 


The  wind  W.S.W.,  light  breeze,  fair  weathei 


E.N.E. 


26 


0-0 


6-7 


The  wind  W.S.W.,  light  breeze. 

E.N.E.       30       0-0  8-35 
The  wind  W.S.W.,  light  topsail  breeze. 


10- 


44-  19 

45-  2 
0-0  0-0 


0-0  0-0 


E.N.E.       27  45-43 
The  wind  W.S.W.,  gale. 

E.  by  N.        5     45-48  ii-33 
The  wind  north  with  calms. 

E.  22       0-0       1 3- 1       45-49  0-0 

The  wind  north  and  a  light  topsail  breeze.    In  the 


*  VHssrngen,  oh  the  island  of  Walcheren.  Netherlands. 
Corvo,  one  of  the  Azores;  see  note  on  p.  371. 
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two  sails 


Sun.  20 


Mon.  21 


lat.  at 
noon 


Tu.  22 


at  noon 


Wed.  23 
Th.  24 

Fh  25 
bottom 


evening  we  saw  two  sails  to  windward  astern.  They 
were  sailing-  E.M.E,  and  we  were  then  steering  N.E., 
but  it  was  not  long-  before  we  changed  to  E.X.E. 
also  and  at  sunset  they  were  two  leagues  from  us. 

E.  y2  N.  27  o-[o]  15-34  45-49  0-0 
The  wind  north,  stiff  topsail  breeze.  This  morning 
we  saw  no  sails. 

In  the  morning  we  saw  a  sail  about  a  half  league 
astern  of  us.  He  turned  and  ran  YY.  by  N.  Seeing 
this  we  set  all  our  sails  and  followed  him.  The  wind 
was  north  and  the  breeze  light  so  that  we  could 
make  no  progress  on  our  voyage.  We  thought  that 
it  might  be  a  Portuguese. 

E.  by  S.  5  45-56  16-1  0-0  o-[o] 
The  wind  north  with  calms.  Wre  followed  him  hard 
and  in  the  night  at  the  end  of  the  first  watch  we 
came  near  him  and  asked  him  where  he  came  from 
and  he  replied  that  he  was  from  roscl4'2  and  came 
from  teerenooue.4*  We  told  him  to  take  in  his  sails 
to  stay  with  us,  which  he  did. 

In  the  morning  we  understood  him  thoroughly  but 
it  was  not  to  our  liking.  We  lowered  our  boat,  went 
on  board  of  him  and  took  some  fish.  We  cleaned 
the  bottom  of  our  ship  somewhat  for  it  was  perfect!)' 
calm. 

W.S.W.  5  0-0  15-36  45-49  0-0 
The  wind  or  breeze  east  but  at  noon  there  was  a 
steady  breeze  as  above.  We  took  leave  of  the  other 
ship  and  both  went  north  and  at  sunset  he  was  about 
two  leagues  away  from  us.    The  wind  as  above. 

N.  25      47-29      15-36       0-0  00 

The  wind  east,  topsail  breeze. 

N.  by  E.       35      48-46      18-29  0-0 
The  wind  S.E.,  stiff  topsail  breeze.    At  noon  we  saw 
a  sail  to  windward  about  a  league  away;  he  also 
stood  toward  the  Channel. 

E.  by  N.  32  0-0  20-37  48-54  o -foj 
The  wind  south,  raw  weather  and  at  noon  we  cast 
the  lead  and  struck  bottom  at  90  fathoms. 


*■  1  a  Rochclle. 

** Terre  Neuve;  that  is,  Newfoundland. 
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Sat.  26  In  the  morning  we  sounded  again  and  found  then 

at  80  fathoms  fine  grayish  sand.  From  that  point 
we  sailed  east.  We  saw  two  ships  which  entered  die 
Channel  also.  At  noon  we  had  sailed  36  leagues  E. 
by  N.  and  the  latitude  by  reckoning  was  49  deg.  20 
min.  The  wind  wras  west  but  changed  to  north. 
We  then  sounded  again  and  found  white  sand  at  75 
fathoms.  We  then  set  our  course  toward  the  E.X.E. 
and  thought  that  we  were  in  the  Channel  near  kcij 
smit/1  about  14  leagues  away  from  it ;  it  began  to  blow 
hard.  That  whole  night  we  sailed  with  the  two 
lower  sails. 

Sun.  27  In  the  morning  the  wind  and  course  was  as  above." 

We  saw  three  ships  coming  toward  us  ;  they  were 
going  S.W.  but  we  did  not  speak  them ;  and  we  saw- 
also  a  fleet  which  followed  them.  In  the  afternoon 
there  came  another  fleet  in  which  were  many  Scotch 
ships  and  vessels  from  Lubeck  and  Hamburg,  winch 
we  spoke.  Bottom  here  at  60  fathoms.  By  our 
reckoning  wre  were  nine  leagues  N.  by  E.  from 
leescrt.46    The  wind  north  and  turned  to  the  west. 

A  Ton.  28  In  the  morning  it  was  very  calm.  We  were  sur- 
rounded by  a  fleet  and  about  nine  o'clock  there  was 
a  fine  breeze  from  the  west.  We  then  sailed  X.E. 
and  leescrt  lay  N.E.  by  N.  from  us.  During  the 
night  it  blew  hard  and  it  was  very  dark.  We  laid 
to  with  one  lower  sail. 

lu.  29  In  the  morning  we  made  sail  again,  but  at  one 

o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  leescrt  lying  S.W. 
from  us,  at  a  distance  of  about  two  leagues  and  the 
wind  changed  to  N.W.  so  that  we  could  not  make 
faclmuidc}iAi]  and  set  course  for  pi  cij  maid  en. 41  We 
arrived  there  in  the  evening  and  found  no  Dutch 
ships  there. 

Wed.  30         The  wind  south. 
<  tetober 

ui.  |  As  above. 

lr-  2  As  above. 

**  He  d'Ouessant,  or  Ushant  Island,  department  of  Finistthe,  France. 
"  The  Lizard. 
H  Falmouth. 
*'  f'lymottth. 
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Sat.  3  As  above. 

Sun.  4  As  above. 

Mon.  5   .        The  wind  east,  we  cleaned. 

Tu.  6  The  wind  as  above. 

Wed.  7  As  above. 

Th.  8  As  above. 

Fr.  9  As  above. 

Sat.  io  As  above. 

Sun.  ii  As  above. 

Mon.  12         As  above. 

Tu.  13  A  fleet  of  about  140  sail  came  here.    The  wind 

as  above. 

Wed.  14  The  wind  as  above.  We  sailed  toward  the  fleet. 
Th.  15  The  wind  south. 

Fr.  16  As  above. 

Sat.  17  The  wind  west.    We  set  sail  with  the  fleet  and 

toward  evening  it  became  calm  so  that  the  hindmost 
ship  could  not  get  out  and  we  all  anchored  in  the 
roadstead.  At  night  came  a  breeze  so  that  a  ship 
drifted  across  our  bow.  We  lost  our  anchor  an  1 
cable,  weighed  and  sailed  again  behind  d race k en 
Island.48 

Sun.  18  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  S.E.  and  it  blew 

hard  so  that  we  all  entered  the  harbor  again  and  in 
the  afternoon  the  ship  hacrlem  came  in. 

Mon.  19         The  ship  de  sout  bergh  put  in  here  also. 

Tu.  20  The  wind  as  above. 

W  ed.  21         As  above  with  storm. 

Th.  22  As  above. 

Fr.  23  The  wind  northerly,  good  weather. 

Sat.  24  N.E.  good  weather. 

Sun   25  S.E.  with  storm. 

Mon.  26         As  above. 

T11.  27  As  above. 

Wed.  28         As  above. 

Th.  29  As  above. 

Fr.  30  The  wind  N.W.,  sailed  out  into  the  roadstead. 

Sat.  31  The  wind  about  west.    We  sailed  with  a  topsail 

breeze.     In  the  evening  we  were   N.  by   E.  of 

tuirbaeij.40 


*'  St  Nicholas  or  Drake's  Island,  in  Plymouth  Sound. 
"  Tor  Bay,  on  the  east  coast  ot  Devonshire. 
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In  the  morning  we  were  about  opposite  poerUant?* 
The  wind  as  above,  stiff  topsail  breeze  and  in  the 
afternoon  we  saw  wicht.*1  It  blew  hard  from  the 
west  and  we  tan  before  the  wind  with  the  foresail. 
At.  about  midnight  we  saw  bciiesier52  with  very 
rough  weather  from  the  W.N.W.  and  the  N.W.  We 
then  sailed  E.  by  N.  and  later  N.E. 

In  the  morning  we  were  off  the  French  coast, 
south  of  the  ovde  man?*  with  storm  from  the 
N.N-.W.  We  turned  again  toward  the  west.  This 
morning  four  Dunkirkers  came  among  the  fleet  but 
did  no  harm. 

The  wind  as  above  with  stiff  weather,  for  lower 
sails  only. 

From  morning  till  noon  it  was  calm  and  in  the 
afternoon  the  wind  became  west,  and  at  night  we 
sailed  between  the  hocfdcn.b4: 

In  the  morning  the  wind  was  as  above  with  a 
topsail  breeze  and  about  noon  a  stiff  topsail  breeze. 
About  nine  o'clock  we  came  into  tcssel. 
About  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  arrived  in 
God's  name  before  amsterdam. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Peter  Minuitr,r' 

December  2%  1637 

Piettcr  Minuijti,  commander  under  the  crown  of  Sweden,  on  the 
ship  de  calmer  sleuteP*  lying  at  the  Texel 

This  25th  of  December  1637 
fleer  Command  cur:  This  sudden  change  of  weather  and  villi 
quite  upscis  me  so  that  I  must  write  today  in  haste  and  in  an  un 
becoming  fashion.    Yesterday  evening  I  had  the  goods  specified  in 
the  enclosed  invoice  put  on  board  the  lighter  of  your  honor's  skip- 

:"  Portland. 
"  Isle  of  Wight. 
:s  foeatHy  Head. 
u  The  OU  Man. 
**  %he  Headlands. 

'  A'.  />'.  .\'ss,  Letter  Book,  f.Qsh.  This  letter  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Kilaen  van 
f<.  it  -vrlaer. 

'    i  In-  Key  of  Kalmar. 


November 
Sun.  1 


xMon.  2 


Tit.  3 
Wed.  4 


Th.  5 

Fr.  6 
Sat.  7 
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per  while  the  wind  was  still  west,  not  thinking  that  this  sudden 
change  would  come.  It  froze  during  the  night  and  this  morning 
the  wind  has  become  northerly  with  storm  and  high  water  and  may 
very  easily  shift  to  northeast  and  so  be  exceedingly  awkward  for 
me,  as  none  of  my  people  who  were  to  sail  with  you  for  my  colony 
are  at  hand;  if  the  wind  becomes  easterly,  I  am  therefore  con- 
strained to  recommend  you  in  the  most  friendly  and  urgent  manner 
not  only  to  stow  away  and  transport  my  goods  dry  in  your  honor's 
ship,  but  also  at  your  convenience  to  deliver  them  at  the  Manhatans 
to  my  nephew  W outer  van  Twill  cr,  or  in  his  absence  to  some  one 
else  with  recommendation  from  me  to  the  director  there,  named 
WUlem  Kijcft,  to  have  the  same  taken  at  the  first  opportunity  to 
my  colony  of  Rensselaer swyck  and  delivered  to  Jacop  plane k,  my 
officer  and  commis.  If  J.  have  time,  I  shall  write  to  the  said 
director,  as  well  as  to  my  nephew  Woutter  van  Twiller,  Jacop 
planck  and  others;  if  net,  your  honor  must  in  this  case  do  for  me 
the  best  you  can ;  in  return  you  must  command  me  wherever  I  can 
do  you  a  service  or  kindness.  I  have  paid  to  Jan  hendrixsz,  the 
skipper  of  your  honor's  ship,  on  account  of  board,  transportation 
of  my  people  and  one  half  of  the  lighter  freight,  70  Ducatons  at 
13:3  each,  amounting  to  1220:10,  which  your  honor  can  credit  on 
the  account  of  my  people.  I  hope  that  the  weather  will  stay  a  while 
as  it  is,  so  that  some  may  get  on  board,- especially  my  cousin  aren't 
van  Cortcf,  whom  I  recommend  most  strongly  to  your  honor  as  he 
is  still  young  and  quite  inexperienced;  if  not,  your  honor  will  no 
doubt  be  able  to  use  yourself  the  provisions  which  your  honor's 
skipper  bought  for  these  people,  and,  if  not,  deliver  what  remains 
at  the  Manhatans  together  with  my  other  goods.  The  box  No.  M, 
in  which  are  the  six  firelocks,  is  not  included  in  the  manifest;57  you 
will  be  able  to  defend  this  [by  counting]  them  among  the  necessary 
arms  of  your  honor's  or  my  people.  Having  no  more  time  to 
spare  at  present,  I  pray  that  God  Almighty  may  grant  your  honor 
a  happy  and  successful  voyage  to  the  glory  of  His  holy  name  and 
to  the  discomfiture  of  our  common  enemy.  I  had  heartily  hope  ! 
that  your  honor  would  'have  come  once  more  yourself,  which  could 
still  take  place  if  the  wind  and  the  weather  allow.  Before  your 
departure  please  advise  me  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter  and  the 
goods. 

X.  B.  Loaded  in  the  lighter  of  jacop  janscn,  lighterman,  to  be 
taken  to  the  Tcxd  to  the  ship  de  Calmer  Sleutel,  commander  picttcr 


v'Comoij  brijeff. 
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Minuijt  and  skipper  jekan  hoidrlxsz-  z  de  zvaeitcrj  this  24th  of 
December  1637,  m  Amsterdam. 

With  manifest  of  the  following  items  marked  as  in  the  margin. 
ABC  being  three  wooden  boxes,  contents  according  to 
manifest 

Xj  D  E  F  G  H  being  five  packing  boxes58 
^^ffl  N.  B.   I   one  ditto  chest  also  inducted  in  the  manifest  which 
could  not  be  got  ready  and  will  be  sent  herewith  or 
later  according  to  the  time  available 
K  L   two  barrels  of  salt  (smaltonnen) 

M    a  long  box  with,  firelocks:  herewith,  ordered  by  hendrick 

Trip,  a  keg  with  50  11)  of  fine  gunpowder 
N    a  large  wicker  hamper  with  wooden  utensils 
O    being  five  winnowing  baskets  tied  together ;  a  small  barrel 
with  grapevines  for  the  Commander  Minuijt 


Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to    Jacob  Albertsz  Planck59 

December  2$}  1637 

Jacop  planch,  in  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck 

In  Amsterdam,  25  December  1637 
This  in  haste,  serving  only  to  transmit  the  enclosed  invoice  of 
the  goods  which  I  am  sending  you  through  the  kindness  of  Com- 
mander Pietter  Minuijt,  who  has  made  accommodation  for  them  in 
his  ships.  If  I  have  time  I  shall  write  you  more  at  length;  mean- 
while take  proper  care  of  my  affairs  and  enter  these  goods  on  my 
account.  Do  therewith  the  best  you  can  and  do  not  forget  to  send 
me  at  the  very  first  opportunity  the  account  of  the  goods  sent  to 
you  by  my  small  ship,  charging  the  expenses  of  the  people  who 
came  cner  with  it  according  to  the  contracts  sent  you.  Do  not 
delay  any  longer  either  the  accounts  of  the  farms  and  my  account 
with  the  Company  and  what  further  may  be  necessary.  I  must  cut 
this  short  because  it  is  Christmas  and  the  wind  now  northerly  may 
soon  shift  to  the  east.  Yesterday  evening  and  this  morning  the 
goods  were  loaded  in  the  lighter  to  be  taken  to  the  Texel.  I  have 
not  time  to  write  more. 

"  carpasocn  kistcn. 

*  /'.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.Qsb.  This  letter  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van 
RcMssclarr. 
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P.  S.  If  weather  and  wind  allow,  T  shall  write  you  about 
everything  at  length.  1  am  very  much  displeased  about  the  things 
which  dirrick  Corssen  has  done  hi  my  colony  contrary  to  my  in- 
structions. This  must  not  happen  again  or  I  should  have  to  take 
entirely  different  measures.  The  longest  of  the  six  firelocks  that 
are  in  the  box  you  will  deliver  to  jehan  lebattij,  carpenter,  who 
ordered  it  of  me,  charging  the  same  to  his  account.  The  gun  itself 
cost  fi4,  to  which  must  be  added  the  50$  advance.  I  have  engaged 
six  persons  to  go  over  this  time,  but  not  one  is  at  hand.  Among 
others  there  goes  to  serve  you  as  assistant,  my  cousin  Arcnt  van 
Corler,  who  can  copy  everything  and  write  me  of  all  more  at  length 
than  has  been  done  thus  far,  for  I  long  particularly  to  have  in- 
formation about  everything.  Do  not  neglect  to  keep  a  daily  journal 
of  everything  that  happens  in  the  colony.  When  my  cousin  comes 
he  will  copy  it  all  and  relieve  you.  Enclosed  are  two  letters  to 
ghijsbert  op  den  dijck  which  I  have  left  open.  You  can  copy  them 
and  at  the  same  time  inquire  about  the  slate  hill,60  also  take  notice 
of  other  things  which'  it  contains..  Then  seal  them  and  have  them 
delivered  to  him  unless  you  go  to  see  him  yourself. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft01 

December  26.  1637 

Willem  Kijeft,  commander  in  New  Nethcrland 

This  26th  of  December  1637 
Hcer  Comnmndeur :  This  sudden  east  wind  come  up  in  the 
midst  of  our  Christmas  holidays  hinders  me  on  the  one  hand  in 
my  devotions  and  on  the  other  hand  makes  me  commit  the  im- 
pertinence of  not  writing  properly  to  your  honor  as  the  lighter 
must  now  go  at  once. 

[space  in  original] 

as  to  my  regret  a  few  days  after  your  honor's  departure  from  the 
Texel,  my  small  vessel  arrived  here  from  New  Nethcrland,  which 
had  arrived  already  on  the  29th  of  September  at  pleymuijen62  and 
could  have  been  here.    However,  luck  would  not  have  it  that,  ac- 


m  Sckatijcn  bcrch;  sec  also  p.  397. 
«  T.  R.B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  fj$$b. 
62  Plymouth,  England. 
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cording  to  my  Freedoms,  I  should  send  the  goods  nee  led  by  me  ii. 
your  honor's  ships  for  nothing  and  I  have  now  been  obliged  to 
pay  duty.0*  But  now  this  opportunity  offers  itself  that  Commander 
pieter  mhinewiei,  at  present  in  the  service  of  the  crown  of  Sweden 
and  sailing  from  Gortenborch,^  has  on  account  of  storm  been 
obliged  to  seek  shelter  at  the  Texel,  and  by  reason  of  old  acquain- 
tance does  me  the  kindness  to  take  on  board  what  in  haste  and 
half  in  disorder  I  have  been  able  to  bring  together  in  the  way  of 
necessaries  for  my  people  and  to  forward  the  same  at  his  convenience 
to  the  Manhattms  to  my  nephew  waiter  van  tw-iller,  in  order  not 
to  trouble  your  honor  too  much.  However,  as  he  may  perhaps 
have  left  before  the  arrival  of  this  letter,  at  all  events  will  have 
turned  over  his  command  lo  your  honor,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  these  in  haste  to  your  honor  also,  that  the  said 
necessaries  may  be  sent  at  the  first  and  best  opportunity  from  the 
manhatans  to  my  colony.  On  account  of  lack  of  time  I  send  en- 
closed the  copy  [of  the  invoice]  in  brief,  but  if  your  honor  should 
wish  to  examine  the  same  more  fully  your  will  find  in  the  letter  to 
my  officer  and  com  mis,  Jacob  planck,  the  full  and  itemized  invoice 
and  will  find  that  there  is  actually  nothing  in  it  but  what  is  needed 
for  my  people;  wherewith,  as  I  have  not  a  minute  of  time  left,  on 
account  of  the  short  days,  I  will  end,  commending  your  honor  to 
the  gracious  protection  of  the  Most  High. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  van  Twiller^  . 

December  26,  163/ 

tv 'butter  van  Twitter,  commander  in  New  Xetherland 

This  26th  of  December  1637 
Mon  Cousin:  This  sudden  east  wind  not  only  prevents  my  de- 
votions during  these  holidays,  for  tomorrow  is  Communion  day, 
but  does  not  give  me  sufficient  time  to  read  your  honor's  letter, 
much  less  to  reply  to  the  same  properly,  wherefore  I  postpone  that 
to  our  next  meeting,  God  willing.  I  had  She  misfortune  that  the 
ships  of  the  Company  had  left  before  my  small  vessel  arrived  and 
not  being  satisfied  with  the  management  of  supercargo  (dirrick 

Convoy,  see  p.  95. 
84  Gotcborg. 

■  V.  R.  B.  Mss,   Letter  Book,  f.96. 
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Corsen  and)''0  the  skipper  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  send  our 
vessel  out  (again)00  before  your  honor's  arrival.  However,  as 
Iacob  plane  writes  me  for  various  necessaries  for  my  people  and 
the  ships  of  the  Company  with  the  new  director  have  left,  I  have 
this  unexpected  opportunity  that  pieter  minnewiet,  who  is  now  in 
the  service  of  the  crown  of  Sweden  and  presumably  will  show  a 
commission  there  for  the  regions  about  [Virginia?]/57  in  which 
enterprise  however  I  do  not  share  in  the  least,  by  reason  of  old 
acquaintance  does  me  the  kindness  to  carry  over  a  few  boxes  and 
small  chests  with  necessaries  for  my  people,  of  which  I  have  not  time 
to  advise  you  or  to  send  you  the  invoice.  I  have  sent  it  in  brief 
to  the  new  commander  ivillcm  kyeft  and  in  detail  enclosed 
in  the  letter  to  Jacob  planch.  If  you  care  to  open  that  you  will  find  it 
therein  and  among  the  items  you  will  find  nothing  but  necessaries 
for  my  people.  1  do  not  have  time  either  to  write  more  fully 
to  Jacob  planch;  please  see  to  it  that  these  goods  be  sent  to  him 
in  my  colony.  I  had  engaged  six  persons  to  go  over  too,  among 
them  our  cousin  A  rent  van  Carter,  a  young  man  of  good  principles 
over  whom  your  father  is  now  appointed  guardian,  but  as  he  went 
home  once  more  to  prepare  himself,  he  will  probably  come  too  late, 
as  the  lighter  must  go  at  once.  Of  these  six  only  one  goes  here- 
with, named  Iacob  ddriaenss  van  zvttreshtf®  engaged  as  farm  serv- 
ant or  tobacco  planter  or  whatever  else  he  is  fit  for.  He  has  also 
some  knowledge  of  vegetable  gardening.  I  have  sent  along  a  small 
barrel  with  grapevines  and  other  things  to  be  taken  to  my  colony, 
riease  send  along  from  the  maenatans  some  apples,  pears  and  other 
fruits,  also  a  few  grapevine  shoots  that  have  come  from  here,  to 
plant  them  and  see  Whether  they  will  grow  or  take  hold.  I  have 
put  in  his  barrel  also  some  of  mine  ;  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  best 
that  he  should  go  and  live  with  albert  andriessen  if  his  tobacco 
has  succeeded  well,  wherewith  ending.  Vale. 

"These  words  enclosed  in  parentheses  are  inserted  in  the  margin  of  the  Letter  Booh 
in  the  handwriting  of  Kfliaen  van  R&nsselaer. 

w  soo  comt  my  decse  om  crivachte  occasie  voor,  dat  pieter  tninnetviet  tiu  In  dienste 
tan  de  Crocn  sweeden,  die  apparent  elyck  Commissie  aldacr  sal  vertoonen,  ontrent  naer 
de  quartieren  In  varttide.  See  loiters  to  Willem  Kicft  and  to  Ulrich  Lupoltt,  May  7 
and  May  8,  1638,  p.  403,  405. 

«  See  p.  30S,  397,  393. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to    Peter  Minuit69 


December  2p,  163J 

Pietter  Minuytt 

This  29th  of  December  1637 

Hecr  Commandeur:  The  bearer  of  this  letter,  my  cousin  arcnt 
ran  Corler,  sailing  to  my  colony  as  assistant,  is  recommended  to 
you  to  accommodate  him  as  much  as  your  honor's  situation  will 
allow.  I  trust  that  your  honor  will  not  fail  herein  but  show  me 
friendship.  I  should  also  be  much  pleased,  inasmuch  as  he  is  still 
young  and  inexperienced,  if  yon  had  a  little  instruction  given  to 
him  in  tiie  processes  of  chip's  bookkeeping  as  well  as  in  the  keeping 
of  land  accounts,  as  his  master  Jacob  Planck,  with  whom  he  will  be, 
is  not  too  expert  in  these  matters  himself.  He  takes  with  him  a 
mate's  chest  marked  on  the  in  si  !e  No.  1,  in  which  there  are  some 
Hainault  and  grass  scythes  and  other  hardware  which  I  could  not 
put  into  the  lighter  which  sailed  on  Saturday  and  therefore  did  not 
reach  your  honor  till  yesterday.  This  small  chest  you  will  please 
add  to  the  other  items  mentioned  in  my  last  letter,  and  under  super- 
vision or  in  the  keeping  of  my  aforesai  1  cousin  have  brought  to 
the  manatans  by  the  best  means  you  can  find.  With  him  go  the 
following  young  men  engaged  fur  my  colony,  to  wit: 

Arcnt  van  Curler,  assistant,  18  years  old 
iilbcrt  albert  sen,  18  years  old 
Claes  Jansen,  17  years  old 
Cerrit  hend,  15  years  old 
Gijsb  Arentscn,  22  years  old. 

70Loaded  also 
/.  ^    one  barrel 
^    of   pitch,   well  hooped, 
fi8 

2  barrels  of  tar,  together 


On  Saturday,  with  the  goods,  went: 
Jacob  Arctttsen,  25  years  old 

Together  >ix  persons,  who  are  recommended  to  your, honor  and 
whom,  with  my  goods,  you  will  please  cause  to  reach  the  inanatans 
at  the  earliest  opportunity  that  circumstances  will  allow.  From 
there  1  hope  they  will  get  further.  I  wish  your  honor  good  luck 
on  the  vovacre. 


m  V.  R.  B.  Msj,  Letter  Book,  (.96b. 

7'  Ttitj  marginal  note  in  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rrnssclacr. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft71 

[December  29,  163/) 

Willem  Kijeft,  commander  in  New  Netherland 

Hecr  Command  cur:  Time  presses  me  so  that  I  can  not  even 
write  to  my  nephew  woutter  van  twiller  nor  to  my  commis  Jacob 
planch.  I  therefore  trust  all  my  affairs  to  your  honor.  Enclosed 
1  send  the  invoice  at  length  of  all  that  I  have  sent  your  honor  and 
in  brief  also  the  conditions  and  contracts  with  my  people,  from 
which  your  honor  may  see  how  sincerely  I  mean  not  to  defraud 
the  Company  in  the  least,  neither  by  sending  questionable  goods 
thither,  nor  by  making  contracts  which  may  prejudice  their  trade, 
yet  in  everything  saving  my  rights  in  the  matter,  as  I  do  not  at  all 
consider  that  all  the  people  of  my  colony  but  only  the  patroon  or 
his  agents  have  the  said  rights  of  article  15.72  Please  hand  the 
enclosed  papers  to  my  nephew  woutter  -van  twiller  to  send  them 
under  his  cover  with  my  people  and  goods  to  my  colony  to  the 
commis  Jacob  blanch,  with  orders  to  distribute  the  people  where 
they  are  most  needed,  recommending  especially  my  cousin  Arcnt 
van  Corler  as  assistant  of  Jacob  planch,  that  he  may  make  note  of 
everything;  also,  that  of  these  young  fellows  some  or  most  of  them 
may  be  assigned  to  tobacco  planting  with'  Albert  andriesen  if  he  has 
had  good  success,  but  if  the  planting  of  tobacco  should  not  suc- 
ceed well  in  my  colony  these  people  must  be  distribtited  among  the 
farmers.  At  all  events,  please  let  Jacob  planch  have  the  enclosed 
copies,  to  record  them.  Please,  Sir,  after  humble  salutation  to  be 
graciously  commended  to  Almighty  God  and  together  with  my 
nephew  woutter  van  twiller  to  be  heartily  saluted. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck73 

December  29,  1637 
This  day,  29  December  1637,  in  Amsterdam 

Jacob  planch: 

-  In  addition  to  what  I  wrote  you  of  before,  I  have,  also  shipped 
the  following: 

n  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.97. 

73  Article   15  of  the   Freedoms  and  Exemptions. 

'a  V.  R.  II.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.c^b. 
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NTG.  I.    an  old  mate's  chest  containing 

30  Hainault  scythes  at  30  st   £45 

14  scythes  at  £4   £56 

Z^4    12  iron  spades  at  14  %  st   f  8  1474 

X   

yfyf  flog  14 

one  barrel  of  pitch,  well  hooped,  costs.  .     f  18 

two  barrels  of  tar,  cost   f  15 

There  are  also  2  barrels  of  salr,  No.  K.  L.,  cost  each  f6,  together 
i\2\  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  entered  in  the  preceding 
invoice. 

Herewith  go  also  6  persons : 

1  Arent  van  Corler,  to  serve  you  as  assistant 

2  Jacob  arisch  ran  vettrecht        )    can  do  farm  work 

3  Ghysbert  aertscn  van  Bunmck  ) 

these  3  fellows 
are  intended 
for  the  tobacco 
planting  under 
Albert  and  vie  sen, 
if  he  succeeds, 
otherwise  to  serve 
with  the  farmers. 


4  Elbert  elbcrsz  van  mcukarek,  weaver 

5  claes  Jansen  van  nieiikerck,  tailor 

6  Gerrit  Hendricksz  van  nieiikerck, 

shoemaker 


The  agreements  with  these  people,  for  how  many  years  they  are 
engaged  and  what  they  are  to  receive,  I  have  on  account  of  lack 
of  time  sent  to  the  director  of  the  Company,  Willem  Kyeft,  to 
hand  the  same  with  the  invoice  of  the  goods  to  my  nephew  ivoutter 
van  ttvilfer  or  to  yon.  If  I  have  still  time  I  shall  enclose  them 
herein.  This  doubtful  weather  makes  us  quite  confused.  I  com- 
mend you  to  God. 

Sr.  Adam  Bcssels,  coparticipant.  in  my  colony,  writes  the  two 
enclosed  letters  to  you  to  have  the  slate  hill,75  which  I  assigned  to 
Ghysbert  Op  den  dyck  in  the  presence  of  Minnuyt,  named  Besse!s 
Bcrch.  Please  favor  him  therein  if  it  is  at  all  promising,  otherwise 
call  one  of  the  farms  of  Syman  -ealichsz  and  Cornells  maesc'n, 
Bcssels  Bcrch,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  other  Tripeburch,  also  after 
one  of  my  participants. 

1  he  tobacco  must  be  sent  over  not  rolled  up  but  in" the  leaf. 

*'  Tiie  Letter  Booh  has  fS:ir). 
::'  sc!' alien  Bcrch  oftc  Icxbcrcli. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  van  Twiller70 

December  29,  1637 

Wouttcr  Van  Twiller 

This  day,  29  December  1637,  in  Amsterdam 
Mon  Cousyn:  This  uncertain  weather  and  the  tarrying  of  my 
people  makes  me  so  stupid  that  I  hardly  know  what  I  am  doing. 
I  have  sent  to  the  commander  wiUcte  Kycft  my  invoice  of  all  my 
goods,  also  the  agreements  and  names  of  my  people,  with  request 
to  hand  the  same  to  your  honor  or  to  Jacob  planck.  The  people 
are  six  in  number,  among  them  our  cousin  Aren't  van  Corler  as 
assistant  in  my  colony  to  Jacob  plane k.  Please  give  him  a  little 
instruction  and  information  as  1  have,  not  time  to  do  so.  My 
people  are  these : 

A  rent  van  Corler,  assistant 

Jacob  ariaensz  van  Wt  tree  lit 

Ghysbert  arentsz  van  bun  nick 

f  tobacco  planters  under 
Elbert  elbersen  van  Nienkerck        I  albert  Andricssen,  if 
Claes  Janscn  van  nienwkerck        -s  it  [the  planting]  has 
Gcrritt  Hendrie.vsz  van  nyckcrck       succeeded  well,  other- 

(^wise  with  the  farmers. 
I  urge  your  honor  to  help  dispatch  these  people  and  my  goods 
to  my  colony  at  the  first  opportunity  in  order  that  they  may  still 
plant  tobacco  this  year.  I  thank  your  honor  for  the  roll  of 
tobacco  sent  to  me  through  A  rent  Corsscn,  which  your  honor's 
brother  hendrick  and  others  have  shared  also.  I  shall  supply  your 
honor  with  people ;  please  demand  of  the  director  willem  Kycft 
the  contracts  and  invoice  sent  him  with  the  request  to  hand  them  to 
your  honor  and  let  Jacob  planch  have  all  the  copies  so  that  he  may 
record  them.  If  before  your  departure  you  could  find  time  to 
inspect  my  colony  from  one  end  to  the  other  and  examine  every- 
thing as  carefully  as  possible  and  then  report  to  me,  I  should  be 
pleased.  Your  honor  is  warned  that  tobacco  in  the  leaf  is  in  better 
demand  and  more  readily  sold  here  than  rolled  up. 

Please  have  the  enclosed  handed  to  Jacob  planch  with  the  goods 
and,  if  you  think  fit,  feel  free  to  open  it.  but  said  planck17  must  not 
come  home  yet  by  the  first  ship. 

"  V.  R.  B.  Mis,  Letter  Book,  f.gR. 

77  The  words  "but  &  a  i  <  1  pi  a  nek  "  arc  cros>e<I  out  in  the  Letter  Book.     See  p.  401. 
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Inventory  of  goods  consigned  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck  by  the 
ship -net  Wapen  van  Noorwegen78 

April  28,  1638 

Honor  be  to  God,  this  day,  2S  April  1638,  in  Amsterdam 
Loaded  in  the  ship  called  net  waepcn*  van  noorweegeh*9  for  the 
colony  of  Reftsselaefswyck.  these  following  goods,  consigned  to 
Jacob  albertsz  planck,  or  whoever  may  fill  his  place  in 
^•f*  his  absence,  marked  as  in  the  margin  and  numbered  as 
4\j  follows,  sailing  as  supercargo  on  said  ship;80  may  God 
vv*  wa^c^  over  the  same  and  bring  it  to  its  place  of  destina- 
tion. 

1  an  East  India  chest  in  which  Norwegian81  kerseys,  canvases, 

linen  and  divers  other  goods  for  the  needs  of  the  human  body. 

2  an  oblong  chest  in  which  stockings,  blankets,  divers  articles  for 

the  care  of  horses,  lead  and  axes 

3  an  oblong  chest  in  which  kerseys,  pewter  dishes,  goblets,  shoes 

and  other  articles 

4  a  ditto  chest  in  which  29  blankets 

5  a  ditto  chest  in  which  iron,  grass  scythes,  Hainault  scythes.  Eng-  "* 

lish  coin,  wooden  handles82  for  Hainault  scythes  and  fish 
hoop  nets 

6  a  ditto  chest  in  which  120  shirts,  blankets  and  a  few  small  pack- 

ages which  must  be  delivered  at  the  manhatans,  wherefore 
this  chest  must  be  opened  there 

7  a  ditto  chest  in  which  13  firelocks  and  12  powder  horns 

8  6  winnowing  baskets 

9  a  packing  box83  filled  with  soil  in  which  some  plants  are  planted 

also  .  . .  .84 

10  a  small  barrel  with  dried  currants 

11  one  half  quarter  [hogshead]  of  oil 

12  a  barrel  with  various  spices 

13  20  Edam  cheeses  in  a  box  : 

14  9  Ley  den  cheeses  in  a  box 

HV,  R.  B.  Ms?,  Ldfcr  Book,  f.Qob. 
~'J  The   Arms  of  Norway. 

M  Name  of  Cornell's  Mclyn,  the  supercargo,  not  given  in  Letter  Book,  nor  any  blank 
left 

*'  ttoortsc. 

*'  wcrven.    *  *       .*  v  •  '  !  1 

**  Cargcsccn  h  ist. 

M  Wank  in  Letter  Book.  '    .   ';         P         •  j  I  - 
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15  one  oil  barrel*5  in  which  4  firkins  of  soap 

also  2  casks  of  pitch  and  2  casks  of  tar,  20  bundles  of  rods 
from  Liege,  10  bundles  of  French  rods,  13  bundles  of  iron 
bars,  27  pieces  of  sheet  iron,  12  pieces  of  ploughshare  iron  and 
5  hoef86  of  smith's  coal,  one  hogshead  of  vinegar  and  4  kegs 
of  salt,  S850  hard  bricks  and  1000  red  bricks,  a  keg  of  gun- 
powder 

18  young  mares  with  their  feed  and  casks  and  troughs  with 
water 

also  a  rope,  30  fathoms  long 

a  copper  pot  and  a  long  gun  for  Jan  la  moutangie 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wouter  van  T wilier87 
May  6,  163S 

wouter  van  fwiller 

Honor  be  to  God,  in  Amsterdam,  this  day,  6  May  1638 

Monsieur  mon  Cousyu  :  Enclosed  herein  are  copies  of  the  letters 
sent  to  your  honor  by  den  Marine k  and  later  in  the  winter  by  the 
ship  de  Calmer  sleutel.  I  hope  that  the  people  and  the  goods  sent 
therewith  have  come  over  safely  and  have  at  this  time,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  arrived  in  my  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  so  that  I  may  still 
this  year  reap  the  fruits  of  their  labor  either  in  farming  or  planting 
of  tobacco.  This  letter  goes  to  your  honor  while  1  am  again  in 
uncertainty  whether  your  honor  will  still  be  there  or  will  have  left 
when  this  letter  arrives,  since  the  commander  will  em  Kijeft,  who  is 
to  relieve. your  honor,  was  to  leave  the  Rarrihi?ides^  about  the  4th 
of  February  and  could  have  joined  you  in  a  few  days,  but  it  is 
still  uncertain  whether  he  left  that  exact  day;  also,  because  the 
skipper  Jange  zvillemf0  who  in  return  for  having  hurried  your  honor 
so  was  obliged  to  wait  here  a  year  before  he  could  put  to  sea,  will 
now  perhaps  not  make  much  haste.  However,  it  this  should  still 
come  to  hand,  you  will  in  answer  to  yours  sent  by  Mart  ten  -gcrritss 
under  date  of  20  November  please  understand  the  following: 

First,  that  I  have  received  your  honor's  draft  for  1*300  >  and  have 
presented  it  to  some  gentlemen'"  who  gave  me  little  hope  of  paying 
the  same  before  your  arrival  here,  and  as  the  question  between 

M  olicacm  —■■  120  mcngelcn  =  37.98  gallops. 
*»  kqet  =  33.3$  bushels. 

87  V.  K.  B.  Mss.  Letter  Bd&k,  r.sS. 
*4  Bermudas. 

88  Long  William. 

80  Referring  to  t!ic  dii odors  of  the  W.  1.  Co.  ' 
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the  Chambers  concerning  an  open  trade  to  Brazil  has  caused  much 
trouble  since  usually  most  of  the  directors  are  out  of  town  and  oc- 
cupied, I  have  net  been  able  to  press  the  matter  very  hard.  It 
seems  that  the  matter  is  now  settled  that  the  trade  to  Brazil  will  be 
carried  on  by  the  participants  jointly,  each  in  proportion  to  his  in- 
vestment, which  is  well  if  the  money  is  used  properly  and  not  mis- 
used. What  they  will  do  with  New  Netherland,  we  shall  see  in 
course  of  time.  1  imagine  that  they  are  only  waiting  for  advice 
from  the  new  director  Kycft ;  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  they  may  do 
as  they  please.  I  expect  to  carry  on  my  colony  with  all  courage  and 
vigor  and  send  therefore  in  God's  name,  by  this  ship  hel  ivaepcn  van 
noortu'ecgen,  of  which  Cornells  melyn  is  supercargo  and  in  the 
equipment  of  which  the  colony  of  Renssclaerswyck  shares  one  half, 
in  addition,  on  payment  of  freight,  18  mares  with  several  farmers, 
their  wives  and  laborers  and  a  quantity  of  goods  for  the  separate 
account  of  the  said  colony,  although  three  of  the  aforesaid  18  horses 
belong  to  Jacob  n'oljlicrsc,  as  we  do  not  know  whether  we  shall 
divide  them  or  let  them  go  there  together. 

Clars  ramaeckcr  had  also  three  horses  among  them,  but  these  I 
have  taken  over  from  him  and  paid  for  so  that  there  are  15  horses 
for  the  colony  among  them.  May  God  Almighty  watch  over  them. 
I  recommend  your  honor  to  do  your  best  to  have  them  sent  up  at 
the  first  opportunity,  agreeable  to  my  orders  and  instructions  given 
to  Jacob  planch,  whom  for  good  reasons  T  have  asked  to  stay  there 
for  the  present.  As  to  Martten  gerritsz?*  he  has  begun  to  make  me 
some  propositions,  but  as  lie  is  in  gcldcrlant  and  not  in  the  city  very 
little  has  been  done.  I  shall  expect  your  honor's  arrival,  God  willing, 
by  the  first  ship  and  then  take  hold  of  the  matter  with  more  vigor. 
leroninws  La  Croix  has  also  communicated  to  me  the  circumstances 
of  his  journeys^'2  through  the  w  aqua  us  land  to  the  Sinnekens  and 
to  the  Fresh  River  where  the  English  come  much  too  high  up  and 
too  near  to  us.  The  Company  must  open  their  eyes,  I  think,  or  they 
will  lose  the  best  part  of  that  fair  region.  As  for  yourself,  you 
would  better  he  careful  and"  well  prepared  ;  all  calumnies  will  disap- 
pear and  the  curse  change  to  a  blessing.  Salomon  van  solderbecck 
has  been  an  evil  instrument. 

1  have  received  a  roll  of  tobacco  of  which  your  honor  makes  no 
mention  in  his  letter  and  1  have  divided  it  among  the  friends  here 

*  Formerly  commit  at  Fort  Orange.    Sec  p.  3:9. 

"The  accounts  of  these  journeys  were  not  among  the  collection  when  placed  in  the 
hamls  of  the  present  <~ •  i i ♦  «.> r .  Sec  r.oto  about  the  account  of  the  journey  to  the  Senecas, 
p.         of  this  \ol.iinc. 
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and  at  nyckcrck  and  thank  your  honor  for  the  remembrance. 
When  you  come  here,  God  willing,  you  may  still  have  a  taste  thereof. 
1  hope  that  ours  in  the  colony  has  succeeded  well  too  under  albert 
ditcrinck,'3  although  they  write  from  there  that  it  is  somewhat  hot 
for  the  reason  that  it  has  been  picked  early.  I  recommend  to  yon 
to  advance  and  instruct  our  cousin  Arcnt  van  Corlcr  as  much  as 
time  and  place  will  allow  ;  only,  let  him  be  diligent  and  record  and 
note  down  everything  and  advise  me  on  all  occasions,  not  sparingly 
but  as  fully  as  he  can. 

The  animals  which  are  already  in  the  colony,  together  with  the 
horses  and  the  people  who  go  over  now,  are  also  recommended 
to  you  for  the  time  that  your  honor  stays  there.  In  chest  No.  6 
are  put  three  packages  belonging  to  your  farm  servants,  with  letters 
tied  on  top  of  them,  which  must  be  taken  out  at  the  manhatans  and 
the  chest  closed  again.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  are  any  among 
them  from  your  father,  brother  or  other  friends,  as  your  brother 
brought  them  here  as  they  are  from  nyckcrck.  The  friends  at 
nyckcrck  as  well  as  here  are  well,  God  be  praised,  except  my 
brother  in  law  thomas  van  Weely,  who  has  a  fluxion  to  his  thigh  so 
that  he  can  not  walk.  I  hope  that  he  will  soon  be  better.  Your 
honor's  sister  Grid  gen  has  had  fever  several  times  but  was  getting 
better.  The}'  all  send  you  many  greetings.  I  would  write  more  at 
length,  but  fear  that  you  will  have  left  before  this  letter  arrives.  If 
not,  make  as  much  haste  as  possible  to  come  hither  and  to  defend 
your  affairs  before  the  Company;  wherewith  ending,  I  commend 
your  honor  to  the  gracious  protection  of  God  Almighty  and  with 
hearty  salutations  from  my  wife,  our  children,  mother  van  weeley 
and  all  her  family,  I  remain    .    .  . 

I  urge  you  to  keep  the  farm  at  the  manhatans  for  me  ;  also  to 
see  that  I  get  some  cows  from  some  one  or  other  as  I  am  propor- 
tionately lea^t  provided  with  them. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft01 

May  7,  161S 

Sr:  Willem  Kieft 

This  day.  7  May  if>38 
Honorable,  prudent  Sir:    As  shortly  after  your  honor's  departure 
from  the  Texel  my  small  vessel  arrived  here  from  Xew  Motherland 

*»  Probably  a  mistake  lot  albert  aadificss. 
94  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh*  f.ioo. 
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bringing  me  advice  of  some  things  needed  by  my  people  there  and 
it  so  happened  that  the  ship  de  Calmer  Slutcl,  commander  p'rttcr 
miniet  in  the  service  of  the  crown  of  Sweden,  was  obliged  to  seek 
shelter  here  at  the  Texel  on  account  of  storm,  I  did  not  want  to  neg- 
lect this  opportunity,  though  in  midwinter  and  in  freezing  weather, 
of  supplying  my  people  as  far  as  possible  with  necessaries  and  of 
improving  the  condition  of  New  Xetherlaful  as  much  as  possible  as 
to  population,  and,  trusting  to  God's  mercy,  I  have  also  sent  over 
six  persons,  though  his  destination  was  unknown  to  me.  I  could 
make  out  only  this  much,  that  lie  expected  to  go  to  Virginia,  from 
which  region  I  have  asked  him  to  try  to  find  opportunity  to  send 
my  goods  and  people  to  the  Company's  settlement.  As  I  had  to 
do  this,  hesitating  between  hope  and  fear,  immediately  before  and 
during  the  Christmas  holidays,  when  I  could  ask  no  letters  to 
leftold'-5  of  the  West  India  Company,  I  have  consigned  my  aforesaid 
goods  and  people  with  all  the  papers  and  instructions  to  your  honor. 
I  hope  that  the  same  have  arrived  safely  and  been  sent  by  your 
honor  to  the  proper  place.  I  shall  not  fail  to  show  myself  grateful 
on  all  occasions  where  I  can  do  your  honor  a  kindness  and  if  there 
is  anything  in  my  colony  which  your  honor  might  desire,  all  you 
have  to  do  is  to  speak  to  my  commis.  Also,  if  there  should  be  any- 
thing among  the  goods  or  necessaries  which  I  send  over,  which  your 
honor  needs  or  can  use,  you  have  but  to  request  it  of  him,  as  I  seek  in 
every  way  to  keep  on  good  terms  not  only  with  the  lords  directors 
in  this  country  but  more  especially  with  their  officers  and  servants 
on  your  side,  in  order  that  the  region  of  Xcw  Netherland  may  not 
decline  through  discord  (with  which  it  has  for  many  years  been 
cursed  but  too  much  )  but  may,  through  harmony,  each  respecting 
the  rights  of  others,  by  God's  gracious  blessing  be  changed  to  a 
llourishing  and  useful  state,  toward  which  1  on  my  part  do  and 
will  continue  to  do  all  I  can.  As  Clacs  Corn  diss  rademaccker  and 
Jacob  zi'olfcrscn  7'iin  amcrsfoortt,  according  to  the  enclosed  extract, 
had  obtained  consent  to  send  over  a  ship  with  cattle,  about  which 
the\-  did  nut  just  know  what  course  to  take,  I  helped  them  out  and 
filled  the  vacant  room  with  horse-  and  other  goods,  as  you  will 
sec  from  the  copy  of  the  manifest  signed  by  the  lords  directors, 
the  original  of  which  i<  in  possession  of  C orndis  mclyji,  supercargo 
of  this  pre-ent  ship  hct  ZL'depcn  z-an  noonvegeii,  in  which  are  15 
horses  for  the  account  of  my  colony  and  three  for  Jacob  zvolphcrscii ; 
C  lacs  Corndisscn  sends  over  none  because  there  was  not  room 

35  L-polycl'c  bricicn;  perhaps  intended  for  bchoorlyckc  briaven,  pro.ner  letters. 
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enough.  We  had  expected  to  put  in  many  more  horses,  but  the 
water,  hay  and  oa^s  for  the  horses  and  the  salt  and  other  things 
for  the  fishery  have  taken  up  too  much  room, 

I  urge  you  in  the  most  friendly  manner  to  lend  my  people  the 
helping  hand  as  much  as  is  possible  without  detriment  to  the  Com- 
pany, that  with  the  said  horses,  their  baggage  and  other  goods, 
they  may  be  sent  to  the  colony  at  the  earliest  moment  to  perform, 
in  God's  name,  with  courage  their  agreed  service  and  labor.  If 
among  my  horses  there  should  be  a  particularly  fine  one  which  you 
would  like,  you  can  take  it  for  yourself  and  in  its  stead  provide  the 
fanners  with  another  or  poorer  one. 

I  shall  also  be  much  pleased  if  detailed  lists  and  accounts  are 
sent  to  me  of  the  goods  which  my  commis  furnishes  to  the  Com- 
pany and  receives  in  return,  in  order  that  there  may  arise  no  mis- 
understanding; also,  if  the  payment  for  my  grain,  which  beyond  all 
contradiction  is  a  product  of  the  soil,  might  take  place  in  peltries 
to  the  satisfaction  of  both  sides  and  if  my  people  in  conformity 
with  the  Freedoms  granted  may  be  allowed  to  trade  and  sell  what 
the  Company  does  not  need  —  provided  they  pay  for  the  goods  so 
traded  such  duty  or  freight  as  the  aforesaid  Freedoms  prescribe; 
also,  if  it  could  be  done  without  hurting  the  congregation  at  the 
manhatans,  as  the  people  of  the  Company  at  Fort  Orange  and  my 
people  in  the  colony  have  thus  far  no  minister,  though  I  hope  to 
procure  one  for  them  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  that  for  a  time  the 
minister  at  the  nmnhatmis  might  occasionally  go  thither  to  console 
and  admonish  them  and  to  celebrate  the  Lord's  supper  with  them, 
which  would  be  an  agreeable  service  to  me  and  undoubtedly  also 
to  the  Company  as  far  as  their  people  are  concerned,  wherewith 
ending  for  this  time. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Ulrich  Lupoltt06 

May  8,  1638 

Sr  Vlrich  Lcopddtt 

Amsterdam,  this  8th  of  May  1638 
Honorable,  prudent  very  discreet  Sir:  Some  weeks  ago  in  con- 
versation with  sr.  GuiUitimc  momma,  my  very  good  and  intimate 
friend,  your  honor's  person  happened  to  be  mentioned  in  connection 
with  my  colony  and  I  was  very  glad  to  learn  of  the  good  relations 
between  you,  as  on  the  strength  thereof  I  may  with  your  permission 


°*  V.  R.  B.  Kss,  Letter  Booh,  f.ioi. 
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avail  myself  of  your  services,  as  far  as  your  situation  and  the  ser- 
vice  of  the  West  India  Company  will  allow.  To  this  end  I  send 
i  nclosed  the  letter  of  sr.  momma  to  your  honor  by  this  our  ship  het 
;>  dcpen  van  noorwegen,  whose  cargo  is  largely  composed  of  horses 
for  m\'  colony  named  Rens-elaerswyck  and  some  goods  and  neces- 
>aries  for  my  people  who  are  already  there  or  now  going  over,  and 
herewith  I  make  the  following  request  of  you.  In  case  my  nephew 
W  outer  van  Wilier,  formerly  director  there,  shall  have  left  before 
the  arrival  of  this  ship,  as  I  suppose  he  will  have  done,  I  would  re- 
quest you  very  kindly,  as  I  do  not  know  what  arrangements  he  may 
have  made  in  the  absence  of  my  commis  about  the  affairs  of  my 
rolony  or  to  whom  he  has  entrusted  the  forwarding  and  despatch 
of  my  animals  and  goods  which  might  come  there  meanwhile,  to  look 
after  this  matter  with  the  person  whom  he  may  have  ordered  to  do 
so  or  with  the  commis  of  my  colony,  if  he  should  be  present,  and 
to  help  along  my  people  as  much  as  possible  that  they  may  get  up 
the  liver  with  the  horses  and  their  goods  as  soon  as  there  is  an  op- 
portunity by  a  vessel  sailing  thither,  the  like  of  which  f  also  recom- 
mend to  and  request  of  Director  will  em  kicft  and  promise  grate- 
fully to  repay  all  favors  received  on  any  occasion,  as  it  is  my  in- 
tention, God  willing,  to  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity  of  pro- 
viding the  said  regions  and  my  colony  with  as  many  people  and 
animals  as  possible.  Of  this  I  have  already  made  a  good  beginning 
and  have  lately,  in  the  heart  of  winter  and  by  a  ship  that  came  here 
mi  account  of  storm,  sent  six  persons  with  some  necessaries  who 
have,  T  hope,  arrived  there  in  one  way  or  another,  though  the  said 
ship,  which  sailed  in  the  service  of  the  crown  of  .Sweden,  our  ally, 
had  another  and  to  me  unknown  destination  but  as  far  as  I  could 
understand  was  bound  for  Virginia,  or  in  case  of  need  would  seek- 
some  fresh  supplies  in  our  regions.  Although  by  reason  of  my  not 
knowing  your  honor,  I  was  then  unable  to  recommend  my  affairs 
to  you,  I  hope  nevertheless  that  for  the  sake  of  promoting  the  popu- 
lation of  the  commonwealth  you  have  of  your  own  accord  helped 
matters  along,  if  the  people  have  arrived;  wherewith,  from  lack  of 
further  matter  and  of  knowledge  of  your  honor's  person  ami  in 
order  not  to  trouble  you  too  much  at  the  very  first,  I  shall  leave  oft 
and  should  be  much  pleased  to  receive  a  few  words  in  reply. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munnickendam''7 

May  8,  163S 
Picttcr  Cornelijsen,  master  millwright 

This  day,  8  May,  in  Amsterdam,  1 638 

The  aforewritten  is  a  copy  of  our  last  letter  sent  to  you  by  the 
ship  den  harinck,  which  J  hope  your  honor  has  received;  if  not, 
your  honor  can  use  the  said  copy. 

Since  then,  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  I  received  by  martten  Gcr- 
ritsen  your  letter  of  November  9,  1637,  which  made  me  feel  some- 
what better  again,  for  I  was  dissatisfied  not  to  have  received  any 
writing  from  you  during  the  whole  voyage  of  my  small  vessel  in 
which  your  honor  sailed  when  I  long  so  intensely  to  know  how 
everything  goes  there,  whether  successfully  or  unsuccessfully  ;  [may 
it  be]  as  the  Lord  wills,  if  only  we  fail  not  to  do  our  part.  I  was 
much  pleased  to  learn  from  your  honor's  letter  that  the  sawmill 
was  in  operation  and  with  one  frame  could  saw  30  boards  a  day 
and  that  your  honor  would  put  another  frame  in  it  to  saw  as  many 
more;  also,  that  your  honor  had  built  a  house  near  the  aforesaid 
mill  and  intended  to  establish  a  brewery  and  a  farm  near  it  and  also 
to  build  a  small  yacht  to  sail  out  on  the  ocean  and  make  a  trip  to 
Canada.  The  zeal  is  good  but  the  execution  has  its  difficulties. 
One  must  not  undertake  too  much  at  a  time  in  order  not  to  confuse 
one  thing  with  the  'other.  Your  son  in  law  Symon  Jansen  accord- 
ing to  your  request  goes  over  herewith,  to  be  employed  by  you  where 
he  can  be  of  most  service  to  me  and  to  you.  I  should  be  pleased  if 
you  remained  as  much  as  possible  within  the  limits  of  the  contract 
made  with  each  other  in  order  that  no  disorder  occur,  alb  art  an- 
dris.  separated  from  you  ;  I  hear  that  he  is  a  strange  character  and  it 
is  therefore  no  wonder  that  he  could  not  get  along  with  you,  but 
I  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  agree  the  better  with  your  other 
partner  Clacs  Jansc  van  naerdeu  so  as  the  better  to  advance  the  saw- 
mill and  the  house  building.  As  to  the  grist-mill  and  the  brewery 
of  which  you  write,  I  had  already  another  plan  and  await  but  the 
arrival  of  my  nephew  w  outer  van  tzi'iller  to  draw  a  general  order 
regarding  them,  for  you  know  well  enough  that  all  wind  and  water 
milling  [privileges]  go  with  the  juris  liction,  but  your  honor  will 
do  well  to  note  down  the  expenses  of  the  carpenter  work  with  the 
millstones,  hardware  and  other  necessaries  in  order  that  we  may 
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have  the  benefit  thereof.  And  as  to  the  brewery,  it  must  be  under 
the  management  of  the  one  who  has  the  supreme  command  in  the 
colony  or  the  person  who  will  enter  into  a  special  contract  regarding 
it;  the  various  affairs  must  be  kept  separate  and  not  be  mixed,  in 
order  that  many  people  may  make  a  living  thereby,  one  under- 
taking this  and  another  something  el^e,  for  I  hope  to  send  over 
people  from  time  to  time  as  I  do  now  once  more.  This  costs  me 
a  great  deal,  especially  for  the  number  of  horses,  which  with  the 
expenses  and  freight,  besides  the  risk,  become  incredibly  dear;  but 
God  willing,  they  will  in  time  reimburse  me  for  the  outlay.  As  to 
what  you  write  about  taking  a  trip  to  Canada,  I  do  not  know  whether 
you  are  fully  aware  of  the  condition  of  trade  [in  that  region]  ; 
the  French  have  several  charters  respecting  it,  especially  along  the 
river  of  Canada,  and  if  you  or  any  one  else  of  our  people  went  there 
they  would  be  attacked  as  enemies;  but  I  imagine  that  you  refer  to 
t!ie  coast  of  cadic  situate  between  capo  breton  and  the  bayc  fran- 
coyse,  from  whose  governor  heudrick  de  forccst  has  had  a  letter 
which  is  now  in  my  hands  and  of  which  I  send  you  enclosed  here- 
with a  copy.  His  residence  is  for  the  present  still  too  far  from  our 
colony  to  [go]  with  such  a    .    .  /'8 

but  as  a  provisional  measure  it  would  not  seem  bad  to  me  if  in  con- 
formity with  my  freedoms  you  took  care  to  trade  with  the  English 
at  the  south  and  to  the  north,  if  you  see  any  profit  in  it,  taking  with 
you  such  planks  and  boards  and.  grain  as  there  might  be  on  hand  in 
my  colony,  but  this  should  be  done  in  conjunction  with  my  commis 
and  officer  of  the  colony  in  order  not  to  keep  a  double  account 
thereof,  which  in  the  end  leads  to  nothing  but  confusion.  I  be- 
lieve that  Jacob  planck  is  not  best  fitted  for  that  [work]  but  I  can 
not  do  anything  in  the  matter,  before  . T  have  talked  with  my  nephew 
woutet  van  twill  er  in  order  then  to  make  a  definite  decision  about  it. 
I  can  not  understand  very  well  either  from  your  letter  or  from  that 
of  planck  how  it  is  about  the  servants  who  have  been  engaged 
together  for  the  mill  company,  whether  they  are  still  together  in  the 
service  of  the  said  mill  company  or  whether  they  have  been  distrib- 
uted. Do  not  forget  to  write  me  about  everything  in  detail  and  at 
length.  I  am  ready  to  support  your  zeal,  which  I  notice  is  so 
satisfactory,  but  not  being  sufficiently  informed  and  in  ignorance, 
1  stand  perplexed.  The  pen  must  convey  to  me  what  personal 
speech,  can  not,  and  let  me  hope  that  you  will  get  along  better  with 
C  lacs  Jansc  than  with  albart  andrise,  etc.    Do  your  best  to  think  of 
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means  to  support  a  minister  there;  I  will  do  my  share  to  that  end 
also.  Jacob  plane k  writes  about  fpOo  a  year,  but  nobody  cares  to 
go  for  that. 

N.B.  Forget  not  to  send  me  yearly  our  account  or  settle  with 
Jacob  planck  that  he  send  it  to  me  in  order  that  we  may  know 
definitely  where  we  stand  and  what  profit  we  make  yearly. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Maurits  Jansz  van  Broeckhuysen110 

May  io,  1 6 $8 
Maurits  Janscn  z<>au  brockhuijsen 

io  May  163S 

Honorable,  discreet  cousin  Maurits  Jansen :  These  few  lines 
will  serve  to  let  you  know  that  I  duly  received  your  letters  from 
England,  as  also  those  from  the  colony,  and  forwarded  the  enclosed 
to  your  uncle  wynnant  van  by laer  but  received  no  reply  from  him." 
In  the  expectation  of  good  behavior  I  have  procured  your  advance- 
ment, namely  that  you  are  to  have  a  farm  on  the  conditions  of  ail 
the  other  farmers,  to  be  established  near  Pacp  Sickcnes  Island,  as 
the  commis  Jacob  planck  or  whoever  shall  occupy  his  place  will 
show  you  more  definitely.  And  in  order  that  you  may  not  be  in 
want  of  servants  or  animals,  I  have  engaged  adriaen  comely 'sen  ran 
bar  singer  ho  orn,  who  is  a  prudent  young  man  and  knows  all  about 
farming,  to  be  your  foreman  for  the  space  of  three  years  ;  after 
the  said  three  years  I  have  promised  in  case  of  good  behavior  to 
make  him  farmer  for  himself,  Now,  with  the  advice  of  my  officer 
and  commis  you  might  take  al>o  one  of  the  boys  who  go  over 
herewith.  As  to  the  horses  for  the  farm,  I  have  assigned  to  you 
four  gray  mares  which  arc  going  across  in  this  ship,  which  I  hope 
the  Lord  will  preserve,  in  order  that  for  the  sake  of  our  relation- 
ship you  may  have  four  horses  of  nearly  one  color;  and  as  for 
your  house  and  other  necessaries,  you  will  have  to  address  yourself 
to  the  aforesaid  commis  that  he  assi>t  you  according  to  circum- 
stances in  getting  under  cover  with  your  people  and  horses,  while 
provisionally  you  will  also  try  with  the  consent  [of  the  farmers  | 
to  obtain  a  cow  or  two  from  some  farm  or  other,  so  as  to  get  started. 

I  have  no  doubt,  now  that  I  have  made  you  farmer  so  long  be- 
fore your  appointed  time,  that  you  will  deserve  the  favor  by  doing 
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right,  by  advising  mc  of  everything  in  writing  and  also  by  using 
and  treating  properly  this  young  man  Adriaen  cornelyscn,  who  is 
lo  be  your  foreman,  for  the  reason  that  his  years  far  exceed  yours. 
Regarding  the  fur  trade  and  the  delivery  of  grain  you  must  regu- 
late yourself  according  to  the  contracts  and  common  justice  and 
not  trespass  as  I  understand  others  have  done.  Trusting  that  you 
will  do  this,  I  commend  you  to  the  gracious  protection  of  God. 
Do  not  forget  as  a  graceful  requital  to  advise  me  of  everything 
that  happens  in  my  colony. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Albert  Andriesz1 

May  10,  16 38 
A I  bar  t  andriesen,  tobacco  planter 

This  day,, to  May  1638 
albart  corneUsen:2  This  will  serve  to  advise  you  that  I  duly  re- 
ceived your  letter  in  which  you  wrote  that  the  tobacco  looked  fine, 
but  I  received  no  news  on  the  arrival  of  marten  geertsen,  although 
by  that  time  it  ought  already  to  have  been  prepared,  much  less  did 
I  receive  any  sample  thereof,  for  which  I  long  very  much,  as  well 
as  for  full  advice  of  all  the  particulars  as  to  how  it  has  turned  out. 

I  have  sent  some  servants  and  some  boys  before  this  and  am  send- 
ing some  now,  but  I  must  have  but  one  head  in  the  colony  to  make 
the  distribution  of  the  people  and  the  servants,  so  you  must  address 
yourself  to  him  who  at  the  time  is  my  commis  there,  to  whom  I 
must  send  general  directions  about  everything  and  not  particular 
directions  to  each  one.  I  hear  that  you  have  not  only  parted  with 
pittcr  CoomeUsscn,  but  have  also  had  a  dispute  with  planch  and  his 
son,  the  cause  of  which  I  should  like  to  know  ;  for  I  must  in  every 
way  uphold  my  officers  whom  you,  I  take  it.  must  obey,  as  is  cus- 
tomary in  all  places  of  justice,  and  if  you  meet  with  any  harm  you 
have  yourself  to  blame  for  it.  If  you  behave  well,  T  will  certainly 
stand  by  you  and  cause  you  to  be  provided  with  everything,  but 
bad  behavior  I  will  not  suiter.  It  also  seems  to  me  from  what  not 
a  few  but  many  have  said  that  you  are  very  unmerciful  to  your 
children  and  very  cruel  to  your  wife;  this  you  must  avoid  and  in 
all  things  have  the  fear  of  the  Lord  before  your  eyes  arid  not  follow 
so  much  your  own  inclinations.  I  understand  also  that  not  only 
have  you  traded  beaver  furs  with  dirrick  cortssen  contrary  to  your 
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contract  but  also  defrauded  and  cheated  him  and  for  seven  pieces 
of  duffel  have  given  him  but  the  value  of  25  merchantable  beavers. 
Either  you  have  cheated  him  and  me  or  else  he  has  cheated  me  very 
badly.  Let  me  know  what  the  truth  of  the  matter  is;  meanwhile, 
do  not  pay  anything'  to  dircck  corssen  or  to  any  one  in  his  name, 
as  he  has  been  but  our  servant,  but  write  me  all  the  particulars 
that  I  may  see  whether  you  are  belied  or  whether  what  is  said  is 
true. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler" 
May  10,  1638 
Arent  van  Coorlcr,  assistant 

This  day,  10  May 

Honorable,  discreet  cousin  arent  van  coorlcr:  I  hope  that  by 
this  time,  with  God's  help  you  have  arrived  in  my  colony  and  duly 
delivered  there  the  goods  which  you  took  with  you  and  that  accord- 
ing to  my  wish  you  have  already  begun  noting  everything  down 
exactly  and  writing  me  of  it,  that  I  may  know  how  things  stand 
there,  especially  as  to  the  increase  of  the  animals,  horses,  cows, 
etc. ;  also,  that  you  kept  a  correct  account  of  all  the  goods  which 
I  sent  heretofore  and  now  send  herewith,  and  where  they  may  be 
sold  with  profit.  In  all  things,  however,  you  will  have  to  submit 
yourself  to  your  commis  with  whom  you  serve  so  that  he  will  not 
have  to  complain  of  you;  but  aside  from  that  you  may  write  me  of 
every  detail  and  if  you  take  good  care  of  your  affairs  and  write 
and  advise  me  at  length  I  will,  when  the  opportunity  offers  itself 
and  in  proportion  to  your  capacity,  also  take  care  of  your  promotion 
and  advancement,  but  one  has  to  be  servant  before  one  can  be 
master.  Write  me  also  definitely  about  the  tobacco  planting,  h<>w 
it  has  succeeded  there,  and  of  the  farms  and  of  the  saw  and  grist- 
mills and  what  further  there  may  be  of  interest,  and  do  not  let  any 
opportunity  for  writing  me  go  by  as  we  long  very  much  for  news 
here.  Your  father  is  still  well  and  your  brother  is  at  present 
staying  at  my  house;  both  send  many  grcclings,  etc. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck4 

May  io,  1638 

Jacob  Albersen  planch 

The  10th  of  May  163S 
Yours  sent  by  my  small  boat  called  Rchsclacrs  zvyck  as  well  as 
ihe  other  sent  by  marten  gerretsen,  I  have  duly  received.  All  I 
ask  for  is  to  have  hut  half  as  much  writing  from  you  as  you 
have  from  me;  this  is  certainly  reasonable,  for  if  everything  does 
not  come  to  your  mind,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  place  my  letters 
and  papers  before  you,  examine  everything  and  do  as  I  do,  advis- 
ing me  of  each  matter  separately.  1  send  you  the  names  of  the 
people  whom  I  send  over,  each  one  by  itself,  and  you  write  but  in 
general  that  there  have  arrived  24  persons  besides  the  women. 
That  is  not  enough ;  it  is  important  to  me  to  know  who  has  arrived 
and  who  has  not,  as  I  thought  that  I  had  many  more  people,  and  in 
order  that  in  the  future  you  may  make  more  careful  note  of  every- 
thing I  have  sent  my  cousin  A  rent  van  coder,  by  dc  Calmer  Slutcl, 
to  be  your  assistant,  as  he  can  serve  and  assist  you  in  noting  down 
everything.  I  send  enclosed  a  list  of  the  goods  sent  by  the  said 
slutcl.  as  also  copies  of  the  letters.  You  must  do  this  too,  that  is,  - 
send  me  each  time  a  copy  to  serve  if  the  original  letter  should  not 
come.  I  hope  that  the  people  whom  I  sent  have  arrived  where 
you  are  and  have  been  distributed  either  among  the  farmers  or 
among  the  tobacco  planters.  I  write  to  alb  art  and  risen  that  he 
must  have  more  respect  for  my  officers  and  commiscn  or  that  lie 
will  rue  it.  Contrary  to  his  promise,  he  has  traded  beavers  with 
dircck  Co  oris  e  and  moreover  according  to  the  statement  of  dircck 
Coortscn  has  given  but  the  value  of  25  merchantable  beavers  for 
7  pieces  of  duffel,  so  that  he  must  have  cheated  dircck  Coortsc  as 
well  as  our  commis  or  dirrcck  Coortssen  must  have  cheated  his 
employers.  Therefore,  notify  albart  and  all  others  living  in  the 
colony  not  to  engage  in  such"  detrimental  fur  trade,  conformable 
to  their  respective  agreements,  and  to  make  [no]  general  payments 
to  dircck  Coortsc  or  his  agent  as  he  has  treated  us  very  badly: 
for  I  do  not  care  to  suffer  in  my  colony  those  who  have  their  eye 
mainly  on  the  fur  trade.  That  some  trifles  should  be  overlooked 
is  a  different  matter,  but  those  who  make  purely  a  business  of  it, 
1  do  not  care  to  have,    lie  who  is  my  officer  and  commis  knows 
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how  far  rny  freedoms  go,  but  it  is  not  the  business  of  others. 
These  people  noi  only  cheat  then  patroon  and  master  but  also 
defraud  the  West  India  Company  of  the  duties,  and  I  am  firmly 
resolved  not  knowingly  and  intentionally  to  injure  the  West  India 
Company  in  their  rights  in  the  .  least,  as  my  principal  object  is 
directed  toward  farming  and  tilings  connected  therewith.  Enclosed 
I  send  you  in  God's  name  the  invoice  of  all  the  goods  which  I  am 
now  sendincr  over  ior  the  account  of  the  colonv,  as  well  as  a  record 
of  the  payments  made  here  to  the  people,  with  which  together  with 
the  board  during  the  passage  you  must  not  neglect  to  debit  those 
who  have  to  pay  it.  I  send  herewith  iS  mares,  mostly  two  years 
old,  all  of  which  except  two  are  covered.  Three  of  these  belong 
to  Jacob  volpersen,  according  to  the  memorandum  which  he  has 
thereof.  The  other  15  are  for  the  colony,  to  be  distributed  a? 
follows,  namely: 

Four  gray  mares  for  marrUs  Jansen  van  brockhuysen,  my  cousin, 
who  is  to  be  made  head  farmer,  and  adriaen  corneliscn  van  bar- 
singem:out,4a  who  goes  over  herewith  also,  and  is  to  be  his  foreman 
for  the  period  of  three  years  according  to  his  contract.  This  farm 
will  have  its  plowed  land  beyond  paep  Sickenees  Island,  across  the 
Rul  opposite  Symon  valid:  sz  and  Cornells  maessen.5 

From  the  seven  remaining  horses,  Tunes  Janse,  also  called 
dircckse  van  reck  fen,®  may  choose  four  'horses  to  establish  there- 
with a  farm  south  of  the  farm  of  mauris  Jansen,  where  there  is 
room  enough. 

As  to  the  three  remaining  horses,  if  with  God's  help  they  arrive, 
you  will  distribute  them  where  they  are  needed  and  if  possible 
establish  a  fourth  farm  therewith. 

The  houses  and  stables  of  these  farms  you  will  push  forward 
as  much  as  possible.  I  hope,  now  that  Ciaes  Jaiisen  van  Jiaerden 
must  have  arrived  there,  that  better  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  the  building  of  houses  so  that  the  farmers  may  be  better  ac- 
commodated. And  as  these  new  farms  have  no  cows,  you  will  see 
that  the  others  give  each  of  them  some  of  the  young  calves  to 
make  shift  for  a  while,7  or  you  will  find  out  whether  there  are  any 

J*  7 n  other  places  referred  to  ^s  Mdriaen  Cornrlisz  van  Barsingcrhort}  and  in  the 
account  nooks  anions  the  Roissclacrsu-yck  Mss  also  as  Adriaen  Cornells?  Brrghoorn. 
narsinf^crliorn  is  a  village  in  the  province  of  North  Holland,  about  12  miles  northeast 
of  Alkrnaar. 

s  (let      bouwetije  sal  syn  bonwlattt  Itehben  buy  ten  paef1  Sickcnccs  cylant  oxter  dc  Rul 
tegtii  oucr  Symon  walichsz  cu  Cornells  macsscn. 
8  Should  he  :  renter.. 

7  em  Juicr  bv  provisie  Urai  tc  Conncn  be'iclfien. 
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to  be  bought  at  the  manhaians  or  to  be  traded  for  the  remaining 
horses,  always  remembering  that  in  my  opinion  one  of  these  mares 
is  worth  considerably  more  than  two  cows. 

You  must  not  fail  to  send  me  ail  accounts  in  perfect  order  in- 
cluding your  Ovvn  account.  Yon  have  not  done  this  very  carefully 
as  1  understand  that  you  have  a  goodly  quantity  of  beavers  and 
have  sent  but  200  of  them  by  my  snip.  As  you  wrote  me  long  ago 
that  you  had  then  already  150  skins  and  the  goods  of  my  small 
vessel  have  been  added  since,  I  had  expected  at  lea^t  500,  on  which 
i  insured  300  skins  and  now  but  200  appear,  of  which  I  was  to 
give  one  half  to  your  wife  without  having  the  account  thereof.  1 
have  therefore  given  her  provisionally  f/00  as  I  had  to  pay  f200 
duty  to  the  Company  because  you  did  not  send  any  paper  showing 
tliat  it  had  been  paid.  She  also  had  to  bear  one  half  of  the  in- 
surance, as  you  had  not  written  me  that  you  had  a  share  therein ; 
therefore,  you  must  henceforth  send  me  better  and  fuller  advice, 
which  you  can  do  better  now  that  you  have  as  assistant  arent  van 
Corler,  who  is  pretty  good  with  the  pen.  In  selling  the  merchan- 
dise, you  must  not  only  take  into  account  the  first  purchase  price, 
but  all  sorts  of  expenses  of  ship,  boat  and  lighter  freight,  also  the 
boxes  and  hauling,  etc.,  for  which  you  must  raise  the  price  at  least 
one  stiver,  for  example,  what  cost  20  stivers  you  must  count  as 
having  cost  21  stivers.  Herewith  goes  again  a  goodly  quantity 
of  iron  and  smith's  coal,  so  that  the  smith  will  be  well  provided. 
I  should  have  liked  to  have  had  a  helper  for  the  smith  and  wheel- 
wright but  on  account  of  the  mortality  here  I  have  not  been  able 
to  secure  any.  It  is  possible  that  the  Company  will  throw  open 
the  beaver  trade  to  some  extent;  if  they  should  do  that,  I  do  not 
intend  nor  shall  I  allow  any  but  those  of  the  Company,  to  whom 
I  can  not  forbid  it,  to  trade  furs  in  my  colony;  to  private  indi- 
viduals I  do  not  wish  to  permit  it.  With  my  own  people  some 
discretion  ,vill  have  to  be  used,  provided  that  they  deliver  the  skins 
to  you  at  a  reasonable  price  for  my  account,  so  that  they  may  have 
some  profit  and  I  also  and  the  Company  receive  its  duty.  They 
must  do  likewise  with  the  grain  and  other  products. 

Piter  Corncliscn  writes  me  that  he  will  put  up  a  grist-mill  and 
a  brewery;  that  is  all  right  as  far  as  the  building  is  concerned, 
but  respecting  milling  and  beer  brewing  1  intend  to  make  some 
further  regulation  at  the  first  opportunity,  as  one  man  must  not 
have  too  much.  This  much  I  would  allow  to  pr.  Cornelcs,  now  his 
son  in  taw  Syuion  Jhn'sen  henypot  epmes  over  too,  that  with  your 


4i4 


NEW  YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 


advice  as  the  keeper  of  my  place  and  rights,  since  I  can  not  be 
present  in  person,  he  may  build  a  small  yacht  to  send  his  planks 
and  boards  where  they  may  be  sold  to  best  advantage  and  also  to 
trade  down  the  river  or  elsewhere  the  grain  and  wheat  that  is  to 
spare  in  the  colony;  all  this  if  there  is  any  profit  for  me  connected 
with  it,  otherwise  it  serves  but  to  do  damage.  To  this  end  I  send 
over  pitch  and  tar.  also  materials  and  tools  to  make  sails,  but  you 
must  take  care  of  my  rights  that  I  may  be  defrauded  by  no  one. 
When  arent  van  corler  has  not  too  much  to  do,  let  him  occupy 
himself  in  shooting  game  and  catching  fish  so  as  to  reduce  some- 
what the  expense  of  his  board;  have  him  also  look  after  things 
here  and  there  and  send  him  all  over  the  colony  to  arrange  things, 
to  note  down  the  grain  and  animals  and  especially  to  look  after 
the  planting  of  vines.  Jeronimus  la  Croix  believes  that  above 
brocder  Cornells  on  the  west  side  of  the  maquars  Kil  there  are 
suitable  hills,  which  slope  to  the  south  and  are  treeless,  that  would 
be  desirable  for  the  raising  of  apples,  pears,  cherries  and  similar 
fruits.  This  should  be  looked  after  but  especially  the  planting  of 
tobacco,  whether  that  will  succeed.  I  am  not  well  satisfied  that 
albcert  has  not  sent  me  a  sample  of  his  tobacco  by  marten  G  err  it  sen 
nor  reported  how  many  pounds  he  expected  to  have.  The  said 
albert  has  a  servant,  Johan  lebattij,  who  is  a  carpenter.  You  can, 
by  paying  him,  employ  him  also  on  the  building  of  the  houses,  so 
that  the  farms,  from  which  ill  time  the  greatest  profit  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, may  be  gotten  ready.  In  your  last  letter,  you  write  nothing 
of  your  plan,  mentioned  in  an  earlier  letter,  of  putting  up  a  building 
for  a  church,  the  loft  of  which  could  if  nee-led  be  used  for  the 
storing  of  grain.  Whether  this  has  been  contracted  for  or  not,  I 
urge  you  to  promote  godliness  in  every  way  and  to  give  me  some 
further  idea  of  the  means  of  supporting  a  minister. 

You  write  me  that  these  may  amount  to  fjjOO  a  year;  something 
must  be  added  to  that,  for  no  one  will  care  to  go  there  for  as  much 
again  as  that  amount.  However,  let  me  see  the  list  of  those  who 
would  pay  the  aforesaid  fyoo,  and  now  that  more  people  are 
coming  the  amount  will  increase.  Lay  this  matter  before  the 
schepens  some  day  and  have  them  discuss  the  means  and  write 
to  me  about  it.  Do  not  forget  to  send  me  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity all  the  accounts,  especially  that  of  the  Company  and  what 
they  owe  me,  as  I  have  furnished  them  things  for  years  and  never 
received  anything.  Send  me  also  the  account  of  the  returns  of  my 
merchandise,  sent  at  various  times  by  my  .small  bout  as  well  as  b 
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drati  van  covlcr,  and  also  in  due  course,  that  of  the  goo  .s  which 
i»u  herewith.  May  the  Lord  graciously  watch  over  them  and  allow 
£Opds,  people  and  animajs  to  arrive  at  your  pln.ee  without  accident, 
i  diould  also  like  to  have  the  instrument  of  purchase  of  pacp 
SicMcls  Island.  Henceforth  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  grant- 
ors to  appear  before  the  director  audi  council  of  New  Xetherland, 
hut  it  will  be  sufficient  that  they  appear  before  the  officer  and 
council  of  tlie  colony  of  Rensselaersw\ck  to  make  the  transfer, 
making:  the  same  declaration  as  is  put  in  the  former  deeds.  Please 
to  greet  basiiaen  Jans^  Crcii,  comniis  at  Fort  Orange,  heartily 
from  me.  1  request  you  to  live  with  him  and  the  Company  in  all 
friendship  and  as  good  neighbors  and  that  you  assist  each  other 
on  all  occasions  with  ivords  and  deeds  and  with  life  and  limb 
against  all  those  who  would  injure  the  servants  or  subjects  of  my 
colony,  as  the  Company  on  its  side  has  promised  to  do  by  the  25th 
article  of  the  Freedoms  of  New  Xetherland. 

i  have  noticed  that  the  farmers  and  others  without  my  knowl- 
edge and  consent  have  trade  !  with  derreck  coortscn  and  the  crew 
of  my  boat;  they  must  avoid  this  or  I  shall  punish  it  with  con- 
fiscation. If  they  have  any  skins,  let  them  deliver  them  to  you 
for  my  account,  so  that  I  may  have  something  too  for  my  heavy 
expenses,  as  I  have  now  for  seven  or  eight  years  received  little 
»»r  nothing  but  always  paid  out  large  sums.  Take  care  that  the 
servants  and  others  who  receive  wages  are  paid  there,  so  that 
i  am  not  bothered  about  that  here.  Let  the  farmers  pay  the  wages 
oi  their  servants  in  full  and  debit  me  for  one  half  of  the  amount 
which  I  will  pay  them  and  let  them  not  charge  me  with  the  full 
wages  of  the  servant-  so  that  I  must  recover  one  half  from  the 
masters.  J n  this  way  I  am  rid  of  that  for  a  while  and  they  must 
nnd  means  to  satisfy  their  servants.  The  councilors  whom  you 
have  chosen  are  approve.!  by  me,  but  in  order  that  the  charges 
do  not  become  too  great  at  least  two  schepens  must  retire  each 
year  and  the  vacancies  be  filled  by  others  from  among  the  ablest, 
as  is  done  here  in  this  country.  You  must  see  to  it  that  the 
aforesaid  schepens  hold  session  at  least  once  a  month  or  if  need 
be  every  week  to  consider  all  tilings  touching  the  administration 
"i  the  cofdrry  and  to  settle  ail  questions  and  disputes.  Each  time 
die  schepens  meet,  a  prayer  must  be  off  ere  1  up  by  the  most  suitable 
person  in  order  that  the  blessing  of  the  Ford  may  rest  upon  yon 
and  grant  you  wisdom  and  understanding;  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
''"id  justice  I  o.>n\:nti\(\  to  vou  most  highly  and  before  all  things. 
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The  account  of  Seegeti  Janscti  must  not  be- put  off  any  longer 
and  clo  not  forget  to  send  us  a  sample  of  a  few  muddes  of  the  best 
wheat  and  rye,  which  should  have  been  done  already. 

With  regard  to  the  indemnity  of  the  .  .  .8  discretion  should  be 
used,  without  being  too  severe  you  should  by  constant  admonition 
cause  them  to  entertain  a  lively  sense  of  their  duty  and  what  they 
owe  the  colony  on  account  of  the  damage  which  they  have  done.  I 
see  that  Gcrret  de  reuse  wants  to  come  over  some  time  to  make  new 
terms.  He  may  then  at  the  same  time  seek  himself  a  wife.  The 
terms  must  be  such  that  i  shall  get  some  return  from  my  land  and 
finally  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  great  expenses  which  I  have  had. 
With  God's  help  it  w?ll  no  doubt  improve  each  year  if  I  do  not 
spare  money  and  pains.  Do  not  neglect  to  read  over  this  letter 
and  my  previous  letters  once  in  a  while  to  refresh  your  memory. 

If  Cornells  inelyn,  supercargo  of  the  ship  hei  zvapen  van  nor- 
it'cg'1,  who  must  have  fiooo  for  the  passage  of  our  people  and 
the  freight  of  goods  and  15  horses,  should  load  some  grain  at  the 
manhatans,  at  the  current  price  there,  you  will  replace  the  same 
and  send  receipt  therefor. 

If  you  should  happen  io  be  at  the  inanJiatans  and  have  any 
skins  for  the  colony,  you  might  send  by  this  ship  some  100  or 
200  beavers,  provided  you  enter  them  with  the  director  and  take 
a  receipt  for  them,  as  well  as  a  bill  of  lading  from  the  supercargo. 

And  as  direc.k  Coortsen  has  thus  far  given  me  no  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  board  of  my  people  who  went  over  in  my  ship,  do  not 
forget  to  send  me  the  account  thereof  at  once  and  to  let  me  know 
what  the  amount  is. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck9 

May  12,  1638 

Jacob  Alhcrtscn  planch,  officer  and  mmmis  in  the  colony  of  Reus- 
selaerswyck 

12  May  1638 

Yesterday  afternoon  all  the  papers  and  documents  were  sent  to 
you  and  now  it  is  discovered  that  dircl:  cors::.,  who  has  deceived 
the  inhabitants  of  my  colony  in  every  way  and  incited  and  induced 
them  .to  private  trading,  has  declared  today  that  the  following 
persons  are  guilty  and  have  traded  with  him,  to  wit: 

8  Word  omitted  in  Letter  Book.    See  p.  243,  267,  ?jo. 
•  V,  R.  B.  Mss,  tetter  Book,  f.iofib. 


VAN  RENSSELAER  pOWIER  MANUSCRIPTS 


417 


Pieter  Comeluz  van  niiinnikendam,  he  alleges  owes  him  155 
1155:16:8  guilders,  16  stivers  and  8  pence,  but  he  does  not  say  for 
what.  You  will  therefore  ask  the  said  picter  Comelisz  what  this 
debt  is  for,  whether  for  goods  which  he  has  received  from  him 
or  for  passage  money  and  board  of  his  men.  Let  him  be  frank 
about  it,  I  shall  not  take  it  ill  of  him  this  time,  even  if  it  is  different 
from  what  I  think,  provided  he  pay  you  the  said  amount  to  send 
to  me  for  the  account  of  the  person  whom  it  may  concern.  Sijmon 
jansz.  kenyp&l  has  asked  me  whether  he  should  pay  the  said  sum 
to  dirck  corse,  but  I  have  forbidden  him  to  do  so  as  I  did  not 
know  what  this  debt  arose  from,  whether  from  goods  delivered 
or  from  passage  money  of  his  men.  Said  henypot  now  goes  over 
again;  he  has  told  me  about  some  small  casks  of  brandy  but,  from 
what  I  hear,  it  seems  that  he  takes  with  him  several  pieces  of 
duffel  among  his  beet  sacks  or  other  baggage.  He  should  not  do 
this  without  telling  me  about  it.  Speak  to  him  about  it  in  a  dis- 
creet way,  for  I  do  not  propose  to  have  people  cheat  me  in  this 
underhand  fashion  and  would  rather  that  such  traders  stayed 
away  from  there,  as  these  people  not  only  deprive  me  of  my 
returns  from  my  colony  but  in  addition  defraud  the  West  India 
Company  of  its  duties,  which  must  be  paid  first  and  before  every- 
thing else.  After  that,  1  must  .  .  .  .10  such  expenses  not 
profit  some  one  else  -and  I  have  the  dishonor. 

£179:17:0      Jan  jams  van  Ilpcndani,  under  date  of  August  5,  1637, 

at  the  nuvihatans.    This  man  is  in  the  service  of  the  Company. 

If  he  pays  you,  I  have  nothing  to  say  about  him. 

f359;o:o       Jacobus  van  corlaer,  under  date  of  August  7,  1637.  As 

he  is  a  relative  of  mine,  [  shall  not  accuse  him  if  he  pays  you. 

f4io:o:o      Hermanns  Minardi  abogardy,11  July  22,  1637,  at  Fort 

Orange. 

43  %  beavers  Lubber t  Gysbertsc,  a  note  of  hand  for  43^  beavers, 
15  paid  dated  May  26,  1637,  on  which  15  beavers  have  been 

28  \u  beavers  paid.  If  this  is  our  wheelwr ight,  you  will  tell  h'm 
to  pay  you  and  to  be  careful  not  to  do  it  again.  The  beavers  you 
will  send  to  me,  like  those  which  follow,  but  you  will  enter  them 
with  the  director  of  the  Company  so  that  the  duty  may  be  paid 
here. 

10  At  this  point  a  line  is  apparently  omitted  in  the  Letter  Book. 

11  Surgeon  ilarmen  Meyndei  tsz  van  den  Bogaert,  commis  at  Fort  Orange,  who  signs 
his  name  in  the  N.Y.ColMss,  Harmannus:A:Booghardij. 
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hrocc  (ornch.1:,  per  balance  of  account  of  20  May 
*3»:"  st  . . ■  ;  .  ■ 

29  beavers      ori  winch  5/2  beavers  nave  been  paid. 

60  yards      Albert  adr\cscn,  60  yards  of  seawan.    Let  him  also 

of  seawan  .  ,    -  ... 

pay  this  to  you  and  oeware  of  doing  anything  like 
it  again  without  my  knowledge  and  consent. 

£221:8  Willcm  adriaenss.  van  els  seneur,  cooper,  account  against 
the  lords  directors  of  Groningen  signed  by  Tyacrt  brougers,Ux 
supercargo.  Whether  this  sum  is  paid  I  do  not  know.  You  must 
find  out  how  this  is.  There  was  a  power  of  attorney  with  it.  At 
all  events  I  have  received  nothing  of  it.  Let  this  will  em  adriaensr. 
pay  you  and  in  case  it  should  be  paid  to  him  here,  he  will  be 
f  159=10  st  notified.  Cort  pieterss.  from  the  lords  directors  of 
Groningen  with  a  power  of  attorney.  Hereof  I  have  received 
nothing. 

These  aforesaid  matters  you  will  quietly  investigate  one  after 
the  other  and  advise  me  what  answer  and  satisfaction  each  person 
gives  you.  If  they  refer  to  their  note  of  hand,  you  will  in  my 
name  reply  that  I  shall  indemnify  them  for  all  future  calls  upon 
them,  and  in  case  cf  refusal  you  will  tell  those  who  are  in  my 
colony  that  I  shall  know  how  and  where  to  recover  the  money, 
but  if  they  appear  willing,  I  shall  smooth  things  over  so  that  this 
time  they  need  expect  no  trouble.  In  the  future  they  must  carry 
on  such  dealings  as  they  have  had  with  dick  Corsz  or  may  have 
with  others,  with  my  knowledge  or  at  least  with  yours  or  that  of 
the  person  who  at  the  time  shall  be  commis  of  my  colony,  in  order 
that  I  may  have  my  share  and  the  Company  its  trade.  I  could 
not  help  sending  this  to  you;  and  in  order  that  you  may  be  com- 
pensated for  your  trouble,  make  every  one  pay  you  a  small  fine 
of  one  stiver  in  the  guilder  or  one  skin  in  twenty;  wherewith  I 
commend  you  to  God.  Vale. 

12Herewith  I  send  also  eight  small  books 
called  de  Practijcke  der  Godtsalicheyt,™  very 
N°.  16       useful  for  the  families.    Cost  18  st  a  pio."  \ 

amounting  to  fy.4. 
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lla  This  should  be  Tyacrt  brongcrs.    See  p.  289. 

13  Note  in  the  handwriting  cf  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

u  The  Practice  of  Godliness. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornelis  Melyn14 

May  12,  163S 

ConieUs  melyn,  supercargo  of  the  ship  het  wap.cn  van  nqorw.ee gen 
Honor  be  to  God;  in  Amsterdam  12  May  1638 

Monsieur  Meliin:  Enpld.se d  is  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  Jacob 
plane,  as  I  had  forgotten  to  write  him  something.  Advise  me  at 
your  convenience  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter  as  it  is  of  great  im- 
portance. Further,  do  your  best  to  sail  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  deliver  pur  people,  goods  and  horses  as  safely 
as  possible  and  to  treat  them  well.  Keeping  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
before  your  eves,  lie  will  undoubtedly  through  His  divine  grace 
grant  you  a  happy  and  speedy  voyage,  wherewith,  commending 
you  to  His  faithful  protection,  I  remain,  with  hearty  greetings — 
de  wilde  sailed  on  this  boat  and  although  I  have  not  seen  him  — i:> 

Herewith  also  a  package  of  eight  'very  useful  books,  No.  X, 
also  to  be  handed  to  Jacob  planch  with  the  aforesaid  letter.  Enter 
them  also  at  the  end  of  your  bill  of  lading  so  as  not  to  forget 
them  and  keep  them  in  your  chest  or  somewhere  else  where  they 
do  not  get  wet.  It  would  not  be  bad  either  to  read  them  on  the 
ship;  you  might  take  them  all  out  and  then  wrap  them  up  again 
when  you  get  on  land. 

Petition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  het  Wapen  van  Noorwegen 
to  lighten  the  ship1'3 

['63s] 

Request  to  Cornells  Melijn  and  lack  op  wolfersen 

We,  the  underwritten,  officers  and  sailors  who  have  hired  our- 
selves out  to  sail  with  the  ship  named  het  wapen  vaji  noorwegen  on 
the  voyage  to  Virginia  or  New  Netherland  and  leera  noi.a  and 
who  have  come  here  to  proceed  on  our  voyage  with  the  first  favor- 
able wind  which  God  may  grant,  find  on  the  ship  so  much  obstruc- 
tion that  we  deem  it  not  advisable  to  go  to  sea  in  a  vessel  which  is 

"  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.ro/b. 

55  The  Dutch  of  this  incomplete  sentence  which  serins  to  have  no  connection  with  tir-* 
letter  reads  as  follows:  de  udldc  is  los  geraeckt  p  dess  cage  ende  hoezuel  ick  hem  met 
gesten  hebben,  The  meaning  is  uncertain;  de  wilde  may  be  a  personal  name,  but  may 
also  be  translated  "  the  savage;"  cage  probably  stands  for  kagg.  a  one-masted  boat  for 
inland  navigation. 

19  V.  R.  II.  Mis  14. 
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so  encumbered  with  boxes,  trunks  and  forage  for  the  horses,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  use  or  move  a  single  piece,  yes,  we  do  not  know- 
where  to  turn  tc  go  to  belay  a  sheet  or  bowline;  on  the  other  hand 
it  is  impossible  for  the  ship  to  sail  or  float  on  account  of  the  en- 
cumbrance and  heavy  weight,  as  we  found  out  between  Amsterdam 
and  the  Texel.  We  are  therefore  resolved  rather  to  leave  the 
vessel  than  to  go  to  sea  with  such  a  ship,  for  no  matter  who  or 
what  persons  come  aboard  they  are  astonished  to  find  so  encum- 
bered a  ship,  and,  as  moreover  the  pilot  and  the  bargemaster  express 
the  same  opinion,  we  now  kindly  request  that  yon  will  do  your  best 
and  relieve  us  from  such  heavy  burden  and  lighten  the  vessel  so 
that  we  may  cross  the  ocean  in  the  usual  way;  and  in  order  to 
accomplish  such  lightening  at  least  six  horses  must  be  taken  Out 
and  our  boxes,  chests,  casks  and  other  goods  put  in  their  place  ; 
and  if  you  do  not  please  to  lighten  the  vessel,  we  will  not  consent 
to  go  to  sea  in  the  ship  under  any  consideration,  but  first  it  must 
be  lightened;  and  if  you  take  six  horses  out,  we  will  not  do  as  our 
carpenter  and  another  man  have  done  but,  with  God's  help,  will 
faithfully  accompli sh  the  voyage. 

[signed]        skipper  W yell cm  ras 

mate  Pauzvcls  mattysens 
second  mate  Jan  claessen 
cornclis  bisschop,  boatswain's  mate 
11  r  ever  henderickscn,  constable 
11 J  uir  J  an  J  tins  en 
17 '/ Tans  mar  sen,  cook 
17 7 Tans  simmenscn 
Reijer  Janscn,  pilot 
Sccrck  J  ernes,  bargemaster 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Joost  van  Sandwech  1S 

May  or  June  1638 

Joost  van  Sandhvcgh,  at  Lcyden 

Mons''  Sau d t  ivcgh:  I  have  received  your  letter  with  the  power 
of  attorney.-18*    it  will  be  necessary  for  one  or  both  of  you1Sb  to 

17  Names  in  same  handwriting  as  the  document. 

ls  V.  R.  B.  Mst,  Letter  Book,  /.107b.  The  carelessness  with  which  this  letter  has  been 
entered  in  the  Letter  }h><>k  makes  it  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
as  to  the  meaning  <>f  certain  passages  or  to  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  translation. 

:s;l  See  letter   to  van  Sandwech.  June  27,    1637,  p.  348. 

"*  Van  Sandwech  and  Tortarolis?  See  letters  to  Gerrard  dc  Korest,  Nov.  2S,  and 
Dec.  s8,  1636,  p.  34 1. 
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come  here  to  make  a  preliminary  settlement  as  I  do  not  like  to 
keep  any  one  waiting-.  J  should  be  pleased  if  yon  could  come  on 
Friday,  as  I  intend  to  go  away  from  home  next  week;  otherwise 
it  would  have  to  be  after  Pinkster.  I  have  shown  the  power  of 
attorney  to  my  confraters;  [they]  think  it  all  right  and  will  not 
keep  [ns]  waiting-  if  it  is  possible. 

Today  dirck  Corse  demanded  [payment]  and  presented  the  note 
of  hand  if  we  would  pay  him  at.  once  [his  wages?]  and  the 
amount  of  the  barrels,  etc..  to  which  I  have  replied  briefly,  but 
1  expect  that  [the  order?]  has  been  drawn. 

We  must  think  of  some  means  whereby  we  can  settle  our  ac- 
counts. Please  [obtain  consent?]  to  having  people  deal  with  us. 
YYe  will  [advise?]  them  [your  associates?]  of  everything  that  1 
offered  to  dirck  corse  in  the  name  of  the  shipowners.  He  there- 
upon decided  to  think  the  matter  over  but  instead  of  that  .  .  .19 
the  aforesaid  protest  which  speaks  of  the  directors,  most  of  whom 
are  out  of  the  Netherlands.  It  is  now  too  late  to  settle  this  matter, 
especially  as  we  have  not  yet  the  note  of  hand.  However,  I  wrote 
today  at  length  about  it  to  those  who  are  out  of  the  country  and 
made  a  provisional  arrangement  which  I  shall  communicate  to  you. 
Commending-  you  to  God. 

Willem  Kieft  to  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer-0 
August  if,  161$ 

Sir: 

While  sailing  to  the  Bay  to  dispatch  the  ship  den  Haringh, 
we  encountered  your  ship  7  zuapen  ran  noorwegen  and  received 
your  honor's  letter  of  the  7th  of  May,  to  which  I  reply  but  briefly 
ow  ing  to  the  circumstances  of  the  moment.  The  bearer  hereof  is 
Mr  Cornells  tnclyn  who  goes  to  terra  ncuf  or  Canada  to  trad  :  for 
fish  or  peltries  ;  the  Lord  grant  him  a  profitable  and  safe  journey. 

Your  honor's  goods  have  been  unloaded,  except  some  tilings 
which  they  kept  in  the  ship  or  which  were  not  sent  with  it,  in 
regard  to  which  Jacob  zvolpcrfsen,  who  has  the  invoice,  writes  to 
your  honor. 

1  have  had  a  shallop  loaded  and  it  has  gone  up  the  river  with  the 
people ;  the  horses  are  still  here  in  charge  of  a  man  and  a  boy;  all 
the  bricks,  coal  and  iron  are  also  here  yet  but  will  be  sent  by  the 


At  this  point  a  tew  words  seem  to  have  been  omitted  in  the  Letter  Dcok. 
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next  shallop*  I  am  troubled  about  hem'  to  get  the  horses  up  the 
river,  as  we  have  no  vessel  in  winch  they  can  be  sent,  the  bark  going 
to  the  West  Indies. 

The  yacht  s*  mcrien  has  gone  to  the  south  and  does  not 
come  here  tii!  autumn.  There  are  no  other  vessels  by  which  horses 
can  be  sent.  It  is  not  possible  to  transport  them  in  the  scow,  so 
that  I  shall  send  then  up  in  an  open  lighter,  which  however 
will  hardly  hold  two  and  oblige  us  to  make  many  trips,  which  at 
the  moment  is  very  inconvenient,  the  more  so  as  we  have  but  few 
people  and  I  desire  to  discharge  some  in  order  to  lessen  the  Com- 
pany's burden.  Your  honor  will  therefore  in  the  future  need  a 
vessel  or  two,  especially  if  the  grain  is  sent  to  the  English,  for  we 
shall  as  a  rule  be  able  to  help  ourselves.  £270  a  last  is  too  much. 
It  will  not  bring  nearly  as  much  among  the  English,  who  have 
also  but  little  cash  to  pay  for  the  goods  on  which  a  duty  of  two  or 
three  per  cent  must  be  paid,  but  this  will  show  itself  when  the  trial 
is  made.  As  the  population  increases  here,  the  price  will  likely 
for  some  time  remain  the  same. 

Some  time  ago  I  sent  a  shallop  up  the  river  expressly  with  the 
goods  that  came  with  minuyt;  now  another  has  gone  expressly  for 
you;  and  the  lighter  will  have  to  do  likewise,  as  we  have  no  busi- 
ness whatever  up  above.  I  shall  make  -a  note  of  the  trips  and  of 
the  circumstances  (your  officers  in  the  colony  ought  to  do  the  same) 
so  that  later  on  I  can  show  the  directors  what  I  have  done  with 
their  tilings  and  servants. 

I  thank  your  honor  heartily  for  your  honor's  offer  of  the  horses 
and  goods  ;  I  do  not  think  that  we  shall  keep  any  of  them,  unless 
it  were  three  or  four  bars  of  iron.  I  shall  exert  myself  to  the  ttt 
most  to  assist  your  people  in  every  way  I  can  with  a  clear  con- 
science, vour  honor  need  have  no  doubt  respecting  this ;  1  only 
wish  that  your  colony  might  flourish  and  others  become  also  de- 
sirous of  engaging  in  similar  undertakings.  If  the  Company  will 
only  not  get  discouraged  on  account  of  the  continual ' heavy  ex- 
penses, abandon  everything  an  1  back  up  the  English;  for  certainly 
you  would  be  caught  in  a  trap  and  the  whole  colony  not  be  worth  a 
stiver  if  the  English  occupy  this  river,  as  some  say/  I  am  very 
anxious  to  know  what  the  directors  will  resolve  to  do.  If  they  con- 
tinue to  do  as  they  have  done  thus  far,  I  shoul  1  prefer  to  be  away 
from  here  and  it  would  be  better  for  the  n  to  order  us  home. 

]  have  given  Cornells  hiclyn,  charged  to  your  account,  f  111:3 
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on  his  bill  of  freight  ;r0a  I  shall  subtract  this  when  the  account  for 
tlx  grain  received  shall  be  liquidated. 

.  Is  to  your  honor's  statement  that  the  payment  for  the  grain 
leas  to  be  made  in  beavers,  /  shall  take  good  care  not  to  do  so 
.  :<•;;  if  Mr  van  twiller  had  so  decided.  J  can  in  no  wise  come  to 
this  resolution,  as  in  tliis  manner  the  wheat,  which  is  black  and 
si  mi!  anyway  a  Jul  produces  but  little,  would  cost  us  nearly  /500  a 
last  and  the  Company  which  is  heavily  burdened  be  almost  robbed 
■  f  her  beat'ers,  of  zvkich  she  lias  few  cnoiicjhc.21  I  also  find  on  the 
books  here  that  your  honor  has  since  the  beginning"  been  indebted 
to  the  Company  for  so  much  money,  goods  and  also  horses  and 
cattle  that  I  shall  do  nothing  in  this  matter  without  express  orders 
from  the  directors.  As  I  said  above,  we  shall  need  little  or  no 
grain. 

Our  minister  has  gone  up  the  river  with  the  shallop  to  perform 
his  duties  there. 

Wherewith  concluding.  I  commend  your  honor,  after  friendly 
salutations,  to  the  protection  of  the  Most  High;  may  He  grant 
your  honor  whatever  tends  to  eternal  and  temporal  well  beine. 
Amen. 

Honorable,  wise,  prudent  and  very  discreet  sir 

Your  honor's  always  willing  servant 

[signed]  IV  ill  em-  kieft 

In  Fort  Amsterdam  on  the  Manhattens 
this  day  14  August  1638. 
[Addressed]   Honorable,  wise,  prudent  and  very  discreet  sir 
Mr.  killiaen  J^an  Renrselaer 
at 

Amsterdam 
[Endorsed]  Man  hatas 

14     [seal]  August 
1638  Willem  Kieft 

These  three  letters  answered 
the  1 2th  of  May  1639  at  Amsterdam. 

1  \  cAr,y  r,f  this  bill  of  freight  is  in  N.   Y.   Col.  Mss.  1:34-35-     It  mentions  the 
'  "   ••  '••■'■v.  passengers  f  <  r  tne  patrom:  michiel  J  an  sen,  his  wife  and  2  men:  toms  dxrcksz, 
♦iftr;  t   ci.i'.A  and  2  men;  Jj.i  JStfichiclsz  and  his  small   son;  ariacn  comclisz  van 
h  "-*'.»:ccr}-C'Orn. 
*'  Underlined  in  original. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jonkheer  Gerrit  van  Arnhem22 

September  14.  1638 

Jr.  Gerrit  van  Arnhem,  at  the  Hague 

Amsterdam,  this  14th  of  September  1638 

I  take  the  liberty  to  address  myself  to  your  honor  in  this  matter, 
as  no  one  is  better  acquainted  with  it  and  the  more  so  as  your 
honor  has  been  appointed  by  •  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States 
General  as  one  of  the  committee23  [to  consider]  the  difference  be- 
tween the  West  India  Company  on  the  one  side  and  the  patroons 
of  New  Xetherland  on  the  other  side,  which  matter  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned  ib  stili  pending;  if  one  were  to  judge  from  results,  a 
great  difference  would  be  found  between  the  condition  of  my 
colony,  which  I  have  thus  far  managed  and  erected  at  the  expense 
of  myself  and  my  confraters  without  charge  and  with  profit  to  the 
Company,  and  the  condition  of  other  colonies  which  the  Company 
has  bought  at  considerable  cost  and,  though  at  great  yearly  expense, 
has  brought  to  a  state  of  ruin  and  decline,  yes,  in  the  South  River, 
reduced  to  almost  nothing. 

My  intention  in  this  matter  is  not  to  dispute  with  the  Company, 
as  there  is  no  occasion  for  it  at  present,  but  in  all  humility  to  re- 
quest your  honor  to  maintain  my  dear  and  precious  rights  (net 
considered  in  haste  or  by  a  few  persons  only,  but  at  different  times 
in  all  the  respective  Chambers  after  communication  with  the  chief 
participants  of  each;  adopted  in  various  sessions  of  the  XIX,  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  deputies  of  their  High  Mightinesses  and  also 
approved  by  letters  written  to  the  patroons  by  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses themselves)  of  which  I  send  you  enclosed  a  printed  copy. 
It  is  true  that  in  the  new  project  by  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 
it  is  stated  " :  that  henceforth  no  one  Sec  "  ;  but  this  is  drawn  in  so 
brief  a  form  thaf  no  mention  is  made  of  all  the  previous  freedoms 
which  have  lasted  nine  years,  about  which  so  many  reports  have 
been  made  in  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX  and  since  which  so  many 
things  have  happened,  notice  having  been  given  by  many  different 
people  regarding  colonies  other  than  my  own,  lands  and  animal- 
bought  for  them  by  private  individuals,  and  people  and  farm  imple- 
ments sent  there,  all  of  which,  in  my  opinion  and  subject  to  correc- 

2-  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f.ioS. 

71  Sec  resolutions  of  the  States  General,  Aug.  30  and  Sept.  2,  1638,  Doc.  rcl.  to  Cot- 
Mist.  A'.  V.  1:114-15;  also  statements  by  N.de    Roever,  p.  80  of  this  work. 


VAX  RENSSELAER  EOW'JER  MANUSCRIPTS 


425 


tion,  neither  can  nor  ought  to  be  passed  by  in  silence  without 
prejudice  to  those  interested.  I  request  therefore  humbly  and 
kindly  that  inasmuch  as  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  has  taken  such 
painstaking  care  even  of  the  disputable  freedoms  offered  to  the 
freetraders  to  and  in  Brazil,  that  my  freedoms  and  those  of  all 
others  interested  in  this  matter  may  not  be  allowed  to  suffer  through 
Mich  silence,  but  that  their  High  Mightinesses  according  to  the 
fifth  article  of  the  enclosed  Freedoms  may  please  to  take  care  that 
the  first  occupants  be  not  prejudiced  in  the  rights  they  have  ob- 
tained and  that  these  may  be  expressly  stipulated  in  the  new  free- 
doms which  are  now  about  to  be  granted.  It  seems  also  very 
strange  to  me  that  under  the  present  alteration  no  patroons  or 
colonies  are  admitted  and  that  the  fur  trade  is  thrown  open  to 
those  not  interested  in  New  Xetherland  equally  with  those  who  have 
great  interests  at  stake  there,  to  those  who  do  not  live  there  with 
those  who  do  live  there,  and  to  those  who  are  not  participants  with 
those  who  are  participants  —  for  up  to  the  present  violent  and 
sharp  debates  have  occurred  about  the  said  trade,  directed  even 
against  those  who  control  more  land  there  than  the  Company 
itself.  As  I  understand  it,  their  High  Mightinesses  are  not  over 
much  pleased  with  the  draft  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  but, 
as  I  am  out  of  the  board  of  directors,  I  have  to  look  out  only  for 
the  interests  of  myself  and  my  associates,  which  is  no  other  than  the 
aforementioned  clause  that  the  first  occupants  are  not  to  be  pre- 
judiced in  the  rights  which  they  have  obtained.  This  being  in- 
cluded in  the  Freedoms,  I  commend  the  matter  at  issue  to  their 
High  Mightinesses  and  to  all  those  who  have  any  voice  in  it,  though 
J  am  surprised  that  time  can  bring  about  such  changes  that  of  31 
well  considered  articles  not  one  can  stay  as  it  is  and  that  the  very 
foundations  are  turned  upside  down.  It  is  true,  I  know,  that  your 
honor's  advice  in  this  matter  is  also  sought  by  the  Amsterdam 
Chamber,  but  as  my  request  does  not  interfere  with  theirs  and  as 
I  seek  only  to  keep  what  I  have,  I  can  not  do  less  for  myself  and 
my  associates  than  to  watch  that  our  rights  be  preserved,  in  which 
1  urgently  pray  your  honor  to  lend  me  the  helping  hand.  If  there 
is  anything  in  which  according  to  my  small  powers  I  can  be  of 
service  to  your  honor  or  do  you  a  kindness,  you  have  on  all  oc- 
casion^ but  to  command  me.  Excusing  myself  that  I  take  the 
liberty  — 
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Ordinance  of  Director  and  Council  of  New  Netherland,  pro- 
hibiting the  sale  of  firearms  to  Indians  and  requiring  vessels 
sailing  to  or  from  Fort  Orange,  the  South  River  or  Fort 
Hope,  to  obtain  a  permit24 

March  31,  1630 

Copy 

Whereas  the  director  general  and  council  of  New  Netherland 
have  observed  that  many  persons,  both  servants  of  the  Company 
and  inhabitants,  contrary  to  the  orders  and  commands  of  the  High 
and  Mighty  Lords  the  States  General  and  the  Chartered  West  India 
Company,  have  presumed  to  sell  to  the  Indians  in  these  parts, 
muskets,  powder  and  lead,  which  has  already  caused  much  evil 
and  will  hereafter  result  in  but  greater  evil  if  no  means  be 
adopted  by  us  here  to  prevent  the  same;  therefore  every  inhabi- 
tant of  New  Netherland,  be  his  state,  quality  or  condition  what  ii 
may,  is  most  expressly  forbidden  to  sell  any  muskets,  powder  or 
lead  to  the  Indians,  on  pain  of  being  punished  by  death,  and  if  any 
one  shall  inform  against  any  person  who  shall  violate  this  law,  he 
shall  receive  a  reward  of  50  guilders.  Furthermore,  all  person- 
are  hereby  notified  that  no  one  shall  undertake  to  sail  with  any 
sloop  or  other  vessel  to  Fort  Orange,  the  South  River  or  Fort  Hope, 
without  a  permit  from  the  honorable  director  and,  on  coming  thence, 
bringing  with  him  a  pass  from  the  commis  of  the  Company  residing 
at  the  respective  place  aforesaid;  and  in  case  it  be  found  that  any 
one  has  been  at  the  place  above  named  without  the  aforesaid  per  mil. 
such  vessel  and  the  .goods  laden  therein  shall  be  confiscated  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Company  and,  in  addition,  such  fine  imposed  as  ac- 
cording to  the  merits  of  the  case  shall  be  deemed  proper.  And  all 
our  dear  and  faithful  commis  en  who  have  authority  at  the  places 
where  these  presents  are  sent  are  ordered,  and  commanded  to  afh.x 
the  same  at  the  usual  place,  so  that  their  contents  may  be  known  t-1 
every  one  and  each  be  on  his  guard  against  damage.  Thus  done 
and  published  in  Fort  Amsterdam,  this  31st  of  March  1639.  I  n 
derneath  was  written:  Agrees  with  the  Resolution  Book  of  the 
Jionorable  the  former  director  general  and  council  of  New  Nether- 
land, Cor:  Van  tienhonen,  secretary. 

24  V.  R.  B.  Mss  16.  Msb  in  Dutch  in  N.  Y.  Col.  Mss.,  4:36-37.  Translation  roi  "  - 
from  those  in  American  Historical  Magazine,  1836,  1:36-37,  and  Laws  and  Ordinandi 
of  New  Netherland,  p.  18-19. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart25 

April  S:  1639 
Tousaiu  Mussaert,  at  Leyden 

1630,  8  April 

This  in  haste  on  account  of  lack  of  time  will  serve  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  received  yours  concerning-  Jeronimus  La  Crois.  By 
ray  order,  be  has  sent  for  Do  blankets,  dyed  white  and  green,  but 
not  fixed,  at  13:15  a  piece,  which  you  will  please  order  and  send 
up  in  haste.  The  amount-  to  be  furnished  for  the  colony  has  been 
fixed  at  t'4000  for  goods,  fiooo  for  my  advances  and  f  1000  for 
payment  to  brant  pcclcn  according  to  his  enclosed  letter  (which 
you  will  please  return  to  me).  During  the  eight  years  that  he 
has  been  in  that  country,  his  accounts  have  never  been  settled  and 
he  has  received  but  little  money.  The  subscription  for  each  1/10 
share  will  therefore  be  fixed  at  600  guilders,  which  you  will  please 
communicate  to  Mr  delcat  and  through  him  to  Air  blo.mmaert,  who 
is  at  the  Hague,  in  order  that  I  may  receive  the  said  money  at  the 
first  opportunity,  as  I  Have  already  advanced  money  again.  I  hope 
that  we  shall  not  have  to  make  an}-  further  subscriptions  alter  this 
and  that  the  colony  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  itself.  As  to  the 
f25oo  which,  it  is  conjectured,  are  still  due  to  gcrrit  de  reus,  we 
must  pay  that  upon  advice  as  to  his  being  living  or  dead. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft20 

May  12,  1639 

Willem  Kieft,  director  in  New  Netherland 

The  1 2th  of  May  1639,  in  Amsterdam 
I  find  myself  with  your  very  agreeable  letters  of  the  25th.  of 
April,  the  31  st  of  July,  and  the  14th  of  August  of  last  year,  to 
which  a  brief  answer  follows.  In  the  first  place,  I  ihank  your 
honor  most  earnestly  for  yuiir  promptness  in  dispatching  my  goods 
and  men  to  the  colony,  especially  for  the  ingenious  way  of  sending 
up  my  horses  in  the  lighter,  as  upon  the  report  of  my  nephew  zxiii 
Twillcf  I  was  much  worried  how  it  could  be  done,  it  having  never 
occurred  to  me  that  in  all  these  years  no  better  accommodation 
should  have  been  provided.    In  the  future  I  must  regulate  myself 

■  V.  R.  B.  Usf,  Letter  Book,  t.ioSh. 
*  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Boole,  f.ioy. 


428 


NEW  YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 


accordingly ;  and  I  now  hope  that,  though  the  lighter  must  have 
proved  expensive,  my  horses  which  have  cost  me  so  much  arrived 
in  the  colony  before  winter.  How  the  present  horses,  which  arc 
bound  for  the  Manhatans  only,  will  fare  on  their  way  remains  to 
be  seen  and  in  the  future,  in  sending  any  from  here,  I  must  regulate 
myself  according  to  that  also.  However,  I  do  not  intend  to  send 
any  more  horses  for  the  present,  but 'Should  like  to  avail  myself 
of  any  opportunity  of  obtaining  some  cows  for  my  colony,  as  last 
season  I  lost  n  cows  in  one  year.  If  there  is  any  chance  of  buying 
a  supply  of  young  cows  and  if  the  price  is  not  excessive,  I  shall  be 
much  pleased,  even  if  the}'  arc  only  heifers.  It  might  easily  be  that 
some  of  those  that  are  sent  over  now  could  be  obtained  towards 
winter  on  account  of  lack  of  hay,  which  can  be  had  at  a  reasonable 
price  less  well  at  the  manhatans  than  in  the  colony;  however,  as 
I  have  at  present  no  one  at  the  Manhatans,  I  should  not  dare  com- 
mission your  honor  herewith,  especially  as  I  understand  from  your 
honor's  letter  that  five  farms  are  unoccupied  and  the  cattle  must 
be  needed  there.  I  judge,  however,  that  the  land  at  the  manhatans 
must  be  bad,  as  the  people  with  their  cattle  are  going  to  other  places 
where  they  expect  to  find  better  land,  and  that  they  can  do  without 
these.  I  may  wait  till  next  year,  when  I  hope  that  there  will  be 
an  opportunity  on  the  return  of  my  nephew  van  Twillcr,  who  is  so 
taken  with  the  country  that  it  will  be  hard  for  him  to  stay  away. 
Kindly  do  me  the  favor,  however,  to  buy  for  me  at  the  current  price 
six  or  eight  heifers  to  be  sent  up  the  river.  I  shall  be  very  much 
obliged  for  this  and  other  kindnesses  which  I  have  received  from 
your  honor  and  I  hope  that  in  time  there  will  be  opportunity  to 
repay  them. 

There  are  many  people  in  this  country,  among  them  some  of 
large  means,  who  would  like  to  invest  their  capital  in  Xew  Nether- 
land  if  the  Company  would  admit  other  colonies,  in  refusing  which 
it  makes  a  great  mistake  in  my  opinion,  for  instead  of  many  poor 
beggars  whom  it  now  gets,2'  it  would  find  people  of  means  who 
with  their  moriey  could  send  all  sorts  of  men  and  the  patroons  who 
stayed  here  wotfld  secure  the  Company  against  loss  and  offense  in 
that  country.  Your  honor  will  sufficiently  understand  what  dif- 
ference there  is  between  commanding  a  loose  mass  of  people  and 
ruling,  through  representatives  from  different  orders  of  society, 
according  to  the  Custom  in  this  country,  a  republic  composed  of 
different  members  each  of  which  in  the  first  instance  prevents  as  far 

w  in  pia^tsc  tin:  rech-  kalis&en  die  sy  nu  becomen. 
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possible  all  acts  of  insolence  in  its  own  sphere,  so  that  only  great 
and  important  matters  resulting  from  the  lesser  ones  are  referred 
to  the  general  chief,  which  general  chief  should  he  assisted  by  dele- 
gates from  the  respective  members.  However,  as  it  seems  that 
the  Company  is  not  inclined  that  way,  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
bring  this  about  gradually  tnd  carefully  but  only  to  introduce  it 
when  the  charges  become  too  heavy,  in  order  to  get  relief,  though 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  do  it  then  as  conveniently  as  if  matters  had 
been  guided  in  that  direction  from  the  beginning.  Your  honor  will 
please  excuse  me  if  I  expatiate  too  much  on  this  subject;  it  has 
been  my  object  from  the  beginning  and  1  am  not  jealous  to  keep 
111}  freedoms  for  nryself  alone,  but  am  quite  willing  that  others 
should  have  the  same  privileges,  and  dare  freely  express  my  opinion 
that,  if  the  Company  admits  no  more  colonies,  the  bounds  of  Xew 
Xetherland  will  not  be  extended  but  contracted  and  encroached 
upon,  as  is  done  even  now  by  foreigners,  English  as  well  as  Swedes. 

Returning  now  again  to  my  private  affairs,  I  enclose  the  invoice 
of  the  goods  which  I  send  by  the  ship  den  Harinck,  in  order  that 
your  honor  may  see  that  I  seek  to  deal  with  the  Company  in  all 
sincerity.  Your  honor  can  open  the  boxes  as  you  please  and  ex- 
amine them  to  make  sure  that  there  is  nothing  else  in  them;  but  if 
there  is  anything  that  your  honor  needs  for  the  Company  or  for 
yourself,  I  wish  that  I  could  satisfy  yon  rather  than  my  people 
who  are  inexperienced,28  or  that  your  honor  would  give  me  fur- 
ther information  .  .  rJ  what  I  entrust  in  secret  to  my  servants 
they  may  later  when  I  have  made  them  too  wise  use  against  me. 
They  imagine  at  once  that  the  same  prices  for  grain  which  I  make 
with  the  Company  must  also  be  paid  cash  to  them,  although  there 
is  a  reason  for  doing  this  between  me  and  the  Company  which  does 
not  exist  between  them  and  me  who  am  their  master.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  goods  which  I  receive  from  the  Company  by  way  of  pay- 
ment, the_\'  would  also  want  to  have  at  the  same  price  if  they  knew 
too  much  about  it;  therefore,  settle  this  matter  if  possible  by  your- 
self in  order  to  have  a  definite  basis  for  the  future,  and  as  to  your 
honor  having  scruples  about  settling  this  between  you  and  me,  on 
my  request,  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  commission  from 
the  lord-  directors,  for  the  instructions  you  have  to  trade  with  my 
people  does  not  exclude  trading  with  the  principal  himself  in- 
stead of  with  his  servants;  and  whether  through  ignorance  of  cir- 


*  die  onhi  ri  c.ren  syn. 

*  litre  a  line  is  apparently  omitted  in  the  Litter  Book. 
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cumstanccs  I  have  in  this  letter  ordered  anything-  to  my  detriment 
or  benefit,  I  shall  submit  myself  in  fairness  to  your  honor's  judg- 
ment, but  if  there  should  then  still  be  some  difficulty  refer  the 
matter  with  the  arguments  to  the  Company  and  to  me,  for  I  should 
not  like  to  have  my  people  get  too  wise  and  figure  out  their  master's 
profit,  especially  in  matters  in  which  they  themselves  are  somewhat 
interested,30  for  in  the  course  of  time  I  shall  have  to  find  means 
with  which  to  pay  the  wages  of  commisen  and  others  [for  work] 
for  which  as  yet  I  still  have  to  employ  the  farmers  and  others.  I 
have  no  objection  to  their  knowing  everything,  except  the  freight 
and  other  charges,  the  price  of  grain  and  the  manner  of  payment  ; 
these  I  would  rather  keep  a  secret  between  the  Company  and  my- 
self. I  ask  you  kindly  to  assist  me  herein  without  detriment  to 
the  Company,  and  to  communicate  nothing  of  this  to  the  servants 
of  the  Company  but  to  write  freely  and  openly  about  it  to  the  lords 
directors,  who,  I  hope,  will  keep  it  secret  also,  and  to  give  your  ad- 
vice ami  reasons  on  each  point  separately,  as  there  are  but  few.  [ 
shall  then  be  better  able  to  trade  with  my  people  and  to  satisfy  them. 
If  your  honor  approve  of  this,  send  only  the  enclosed  invoice 
with  the  goods  to  my  people,  keeping  the  rest  with  yourself;  but 
if  you  disapprove,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  not,  your  honor  will 
please  send  the  invoice  with  all  these  enclosed  papers  to  my  cousin 
Arcnt  vdn  Corler,  who  is  still  young.  They  may  see  what  arrange- 
ments they  can  make  with  you. 

I  am  negotiating  about  sending  some  people  of  capacity31  to  my 
colony,  but  they  were  not  able  to  make  up  their  minds  so  quickly 
and  to  get  ready,  and  in  the  former  officer,  Jacob  Planck,  I  do  not 
find  a  proper  manager.  lie  knows  more  about  trading  furs,  which 
have  been  of  greater  profit  to  him  than  to  me  ;  however,  I  wish  to 
part  from  him  in  friendship  and  not  to  give  the  least  occasion  for 
dissatisfaction  among  my  people,  for  they  stir  one  another  up  This 
in  secret  between  your  honor  and  me  but  little  news  to  the  lords 
directors  who  understand  matters  of  government."2 

And  as  the  payment  for  the  grain  and  the  acceptance  of  the 
merchandise  is  still  uncertain,  I  should  like  to  have  the  rumor  go 
forth  that  the  merchandise  was  to  be  sold  at  an  advance  of  .50$ 
and  that  the  wheat  had  -old  at  eight  guilders  Holla n'df  Value  and  to 
have  your  honor  settle  accounts  with  my  people  on  that  basis, 

u  --crindich;  perhaps  intended  for  vfeemdich ,  strange,  unacquainted,  or  for  vijandxch, 
inimical. 

81  Luy  lcn  van  capaciicyt. 

*rdil  int  secreel  tusschen  u  E  ende  my  mac-  nick  veclc  informatie  aende  llccren 
Bc-juintUcbb :rcn  die  Matcryc  van  rc  ^cringe  vcrstacn. 
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a  ith  the  understanding  that  the  Company  in  good  faith  will  pay 
e  whatever  we  shall  agree  upon  in  addition;  and  in  order  that 
\t  honor  may  not  think  that  I  try  to  defraud  my  people  in  the 
tst,  I  will  further  explain  to  your  honor  my  reasons.    The  first 
1?  that  they  do  not  by  far  give  me  what  they  promise  in  this  coun- 
iry,  for  instance  I  have  found  out  that  Gerr.it  dc  reux,  with  whom 
I  ha  I  agreed  that  all  gains  no  matter  what  tljey  might  be  called 
should  be  shared  half  and  half,  has  had  nearly  1500  guilders  worth 
t  goods  for  himself  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge,  and  the  others 
tpparently  in  proportion,  and  then  they  dare  sustain  that  I  ought 
to  pay  them  here  promptly  for  the  wheat,  which  was  delivered 
to  the  Company,  at  10  guilders  a  mudde,  while  up  to  this  date  I 
have  received  from  the  Company  nothing  but  credits  on  my  ac- 
counts, aside  from  the  fact  that  I  stipulated  the  right  of  preemption 
•t  the  animals  and  consequently  also  of  the  grain,  which  I  think 
may  fairly  be  reckoned  at  eight  guilders  between  them  and  me.  As 
to  the  merchandise,  inasmuch  as  I  have  sold  that  which  I  have 
thus  far  sent  from  here  to  them  at  an  advance  of  50^,  they  ought 
-  i]  account  of  the  increased  charges  by  the  Company  pay  me  some- 
thing  more  too,  which  they  will  be  the  more  willing  to  do  when  the 
rumor  goes  forth  that  they  cost  me  so  much  from  the  Company. 
At  all  events,  it  is  plain  to  me  that  I  can  not  defraud  them  but  that 
they  can  defraud  me.    Here  your  honor  has  now  the  entire  secret 
of  my  affairs,  as  to  which  I  would  rather  deal  with  your  honor  or 
v.  ith  the  Company  without  the  knowledge  of  my  people  than  with 
their  knowledge. 

Regarding  my  nephew  vcui  tzi'illcr,  although  they  have  dealt  very 
sharply  with  him,  he  has  taken  all  his  books  and  papers  with  him 
and  given  them  such  satisfaction  that  to  this  hour  the  lords  direc- 
tors have  not  been  able  to  accuse  him  on  one  single  point  upon 
which  he  has  not  given  them  satisfaction.  He  has  had  to  suffer 
many  evil  tongues,  which  never  fails  to  be  the  lot  of  those  who 
occupy  any  high  charge  or  post.  I  should  be  pleased  if  the  minis- 
ter continued  to  perform  religious  services  a  few  times  a  year  in 
the  colony  at  Fort  Orange.  I  have  thought  of  some  means  whereby 
1  could  engage  a  minister  and  other  officers  but  must  see  how  it 
will  work. 

f.  ornelis  Melyn  is  still  in  France.    lie  sold  our  ship  there  with 
■  (it  but  through  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  matter  has  had  a  poor 
catch  arid  caught  not  much  over  12,000  codfish.     In  course  of 
time  this  will  have  to  be  looked  after  better,  at  present  we  must 
pay  for  our  experience. 
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Your  honor  will  please  place  to  my  credit  whatever  goods  you 
have  kept  and  each  year  settle  accounts  with  my  men,  balancing 
th.e  amount  against  the  grain,  delivered  by  them.  As  to  the  neces- 
sity for  my  having  a  boat,  the  expenses  have  truly  thus  far  been  so 
high  that  nothing  has  been  done  about  it;  and  as  to  the  freight 
charges  on  my  goods  sent  to  the  colony,  as  your  honor  says,  these 
ought  to  be  included  in  the  account  of  the  grain  and  merchandise, 
especially  as  the  Company  promises  the  patroons,  for  the  sake  of 
better  populating  the  country,  to  transport  all  farm  implements 
free,  but  I  shall  wait  to  see  what  your  honor  charges  me  for  that. 
I  do  not  in  the  least  desire  that  the  Company  shall  suffer  loss, 
but  if  their  goods  are  going  up  or  grain  comes  down  it  would  be 
an  accommodation  if  those  of  the  patroon  were  shipped  with  them. 

I  did  not  in  the  least  want  to  mix  my  people's  goods  with  my  own 
and  hope  that  they  like  others  will  pay  the  duties  and  freight;  the 
only  things  that  by  mistake  got  among  my  goods  are  a  small  cask 
of  gunpowder  belonging  to  Rcycr  Stoffelsscn  and  four  shirts  of 
my  cousin  arcnt  van  Coder;  I  know  of  no  others.  As  you  write 
that  I  shall  need  a  vessel  in  case  my  grain  is  sold  outside  the  limits 
of  the  Company,  you  would  do  me  a  kindness  by  informing  me. 
thereof  in  time  so  that  provision  can  be  made,  but  as  your  honor 
writes  that  if  the  population  continues  to  increase  the  price  of  grain 
will  keep  up  for  some  time,  I  think  that  there  will  be  no  need  for 
it  so  very  soon;  moreover,  if  the  English  knew  that  we  had  a  sup- 
ply of  grain  they  would  no  doubt  themselves  come  for  it  from 
Virginia  and  Xew  England.  The  coming  of  these  horses  and  other 
animals  will  spread  the  rumor  of  our  [efforts  at]  populating  widely 
among  our  neighbors  ami  show  them  that  the  Company  is  taking 
the  matter  in  hand  more  earnestly  than  before. 

Your  honor  will  see  from  the  letter  of  the  Company  that  they 
do  not  make  so  much  difficulty  about  furnishing  peltries  for  grain 
as  your  honor  does,  for  they  put  it  indifferently  either  one  or  the 
other.3;j  Your  honor  makes  a  mistake  in  valuing  the  skins  there 
at  the  price  they  bring  here.  In  throwing  the  trade  open  to  every 
one,  which  docs  not  please  me  any  too  well,  there  will  be  a  great 
deal  of  fraud,  and  whether  the  Company  has  herein  followed  the 
best  course  is  not  for  me  to  inquire.  The  difficulties  which  I 
foresee  in  it  will  no  doubt  reveal  themselves  in  time  and  I  can  not 
see  how  the  officers  of  the  Company  will  thereby  rise  in  estimation 
or  find  opportunity  to  let  the  Company  make  profits  ;  on  the  con- 

33  Either  peltries  or  merchandise.     Sec  p.  423,  441,  45,7. 
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trary,  they  will  yearly  run  far  behind.  At  first  there  will  be  some- 
what of  a  rush  and  duties  and  freights  may  increase,  but  this  will 
soon  cease.  Enclosed  is  my  statement  of  what  I  may  owe  the 
Company,  tins  can  be  settled  here  better  than  there.  Please  to 
gre&t  oloff  Steves?  from  me,  who  has  been  my  .  .  .34  and  is 
now  in  your  honor's  service ;  give  him  the  enclosed.  I  should  con- 
sider it  a  favor  if  lie  were  advanced  a  little. 


Commission  to  Arent  van  Curler  as  secretary  and  bookkeeper 
of. the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck35 

May  i2J  1639 

Arent  van  Corler,  who  sailed  as  assistant  of  the  colony  of  Rens- 
}  selaerswyck,  is  hereby  promoted  to  and  qualified  as 

Coder,  secre-  secretary  and  bookkeeper  of  the  said  colony,  to  enter 
tary  and  book-  Up0n  the  records  faithfully  all  resolutions  and  public 
kccPer  .    ,  ,  '  .  ,  1 

instruments;  also  to  keep  proper  books  and  accounts 

of  tl  ie  increase  of  the  animals  as  well  as  of  their  deaths,  indicating 
the  day  and  month  and  as  far  as  possible  the  cause  of  death:  also 
to  make  proper  distinction  between  expenses  which  must  be  charged 
to  the  patroon  or  the  colony  and  those  that  must  be  charged  to  the 
farms  and  to  the  accounts  of  the  individual  farmers,  tobacco 
planters  or  other  servants,  the  patroon's  'intention  being  that  after 
he  has  once  erected  the  houses  of  the  respective  farmers  and  pro- 
vided them  with  [hay]  barrack  and  barn,  wagon  and  plow,  the 
same  shall  thereafter  be  kept  in  repair,  half  at  the  expense  of  the 
patroon  and  the  participants  and  half  at  the  expense  of  the  farmers, 
not  including  herein  the  household  effects  which  each  farmer  must 
provide  at  his  own  charge ;  moreover,  to  prevent  all  carelessness, 
the  farmer  must  bear  one  half  of  the  damage  by  fire  to  his  house 
and  what  belongs  to  it ;  also  to  enter  the  16  guilders  a  year  extra 
for  expenses  of  each  farm  hand,36  which  covers  all  small  expenses 
and  also  the  earnest  money  and  agent's  commission  for  procuring 
said  farm  hands  and  to  which  shall  be  added  only  the  annual  wages 


u  die  viyn  dick  over  gezveest  is.  The  meaning  of  this  phrase  which  hints  at  some 
former  connection  or  business  relation  between  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  and  Oloff 
Stcvensz  van  Curtlamlt.  the  future  father  in  law  of  the  patroon's  son  Jeremias,  is  not 
clear.  By  changing  a  single  letter,  the  phrase  can  be  read  die  myne  tck  over  geiveest  ts 
(who  1  believe  has  been  over")  but  as  the  patroon  would  unquestionably  have  known 
whether  Oloff  Stcvensz  had  been  in  Holland  or  not,  it  would  seem  that  tin's  interpreta- 
tion must  be  rejected. 

45  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.163. 

M  See  p.  611. 
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which  they  receive:  also  to  demand  of  the  farmers  annual  returns 
of  the  increase  of  the  animals  and  the  surplus  grain,  one  half  belong- 
ing to  the  patroou  or  the  participants  and  the  other  half  to  them- 
selves, the  wheat  being  Valued  provisionally  at  six  guilders  a  mudcle. 
for  reasons  more  fully  specified  in  the  instructions,  with  promise 
that  those  who  will  serve  him  conscientiously,  faithfully  and  justly 
will  receive  as  much  mere  than  six  guilders  as  circumstances  will 
in  his  opinion  in  any  way  permit:  also  to  keep  proper  account  of 
how  much  each  farmhouse  costs  and  to  see  to  it  that  the  timber 
be  hewn  for  them  in  winter  and  that  the  carpenters  do  good  work 
at  reasonable  wages,  the  patroon  intending  that  he  shall,  with  the 
advice  of  Cornells  Theunissen  as  representative37  of  the  patroon  and 
the  participants,  contract  at  a  reasonable  rate  for  the  houses  which 
may  be  erected  there  until  other  officers  or  commisen  specially 
qualified  to  do  so  shall  arrive  in  the  colony,  in  order  that  the  car- 
penters may  receive  proper  wages  and  the  patroon  get  good  and 
cheap  work.  And  as  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  said 
colony  ought  not  to  be  neglected  either,  the  said  arcnt  Van  Corler 
shall  advise  with  the  person  above  mentioned  and  in  more  serious 
cases  also  seek  the  assistance  of  Pic  tier  Cornelissen  and  with  them 
provisionally  and  until  further  order  fill  the  post  of  officer.  Upon 
„    . ,       receiving  Qood  reports  and  results  of  their  services 

N.B.  Shall  with  ^  1 

the  advice  of  the  patroon  will  pay  proper  attention  to  the  pro- 

Corneixs  ten-  motion  -which  is  most  suitable  to  them.    The  pa- 

mssen  and  u  need  A 

be  with  the  assist-  troon  recommends  to  each  one  to  do  his  duty  and 
ance  of  Picttcr       tQ  jjve  ^yl^  ^he  others  in  friendship,  peace  and 

comchsscn  pro- 
visionally fill  harmony,  to  hold  religious  services  at  the  proper 

the  post  of  officer,    seasons  especially  on  Sunday  by  public  prayers, 

hymns,  thanks,  and  readings  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the 

authors  of  the  Reformed  Christian  Church.    Further,  he  orders 

this  document  to  be  entered  on  the  records  after  it  and  also  the 

commissions  of  the  others  have  first  been  publicly  read  in  the  full 

council  of  the  colony.    Done  at  Amsterdam,  this  12th  of  May  of 

the  year  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 

thirty-nine  and  in  witness  of  the  truth  signed  by  me.    Was  signed: 

kiliaen  van  rensselcier,  patroon  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck, 

and  further  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  said  colony. 

37  t  ocrsprakc ;  see  his  commission,  on  p.  435, 
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Commission   to  Ccrnelisz  Teunisz  van   Breuckelen  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  patroon^ 

May  12,  1639 

Cornells  Thcitnisscri  van  breuckelen,  farmer  on  the  farm  called 
Comeiis  teunissen,  Blocmartsburch,  is  hereby  appointed  and  author- 
therpltroonnand  the  izcd  to  fill  the  position  and  office  of  representa- 
partkipants.  tive39  [to  defend]  the  rights  of  the  patroon  and 

the  interests  of  the  participants  in  the  colony  of  Rensselaers- 
wyck  and  to  represent  him  and  them  in  everything  that  may 
tend  to  the  advantage  of  his  aforesaid  lords  and  masters.  And 
as  the  colony  for  [certain]  reasons  is  as  yet  not  provided  with  a 
cam  mis,  the  aforesaid  Cornells  Theunisscn  shall  assist  with  word 
and  deed  the  person  of  arcnt  van  Curler,  who  is  secretary  and  book- 
keeper of  the  said  colony  an  1  who  will  hold  the  said  office  pro- 
visionally and  until  further  order,  in  order  that  all  the  goods  that 
are  received  may  be  carefully  entered  on  the  proper  accounts  and 
that  a  record  may  be  made  of  their  disposal ;  also  help  to  bring 
about  that  all  resolutions  and  public  instruments  be  entered  on  the 
records  of  the  colony,  among  them  this  present  commission,  which 
provisionally  is  to  last  for  a  period  of  two  years.  Done  at  Amster- 
dam, this  1 2th  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  and  in  witness  of  the 
truth  signed  by  me.  Was  signed :  kilmen  van  rensselacr,  patroon 
of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck.  and  further  sealed  with  the  seal 
of  the  said  colony. 

f  V.  R.  P.  Mss,  LeUcr  Book,  f.164. 

J0  voorspraecke;  literally  cue  who  speaks  for  another,  one  who  pleads  or  defends 
another's  cause.  In  seventeenth  century  documents  the  term  occurs  frequently  in  the 
legal  sense  of  attorney,  or  advocate,  as  for  instance  in  the  resolution  of  the  States  of 
Holland  and  West  Friesland  of  July  30.  1603.  whereby  sellouts  and  secretaries  are  for- 
bidden to  appear  in  the  courts  with  which  they  are  connected  as  voorspraaken  or 
Wo&fihctiditrs  of  partus  to  actions  pending  in  such  courts.  As  the  duties  of  Cornelis 
Fpijnisz  according  to  his  Commission  and  instructions  were  apparently  less  of  a  legal 
than  of  a  general  representative  character,  to  look  after  the  patroon's  interests,  the  term 

representative  "  has  been  preferred  in  these  translations  to  either  attorney  or  advocate. 
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Commission  to  Pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munnickendam  as  receiver 
of  tithes  and  supercargo  of  the  vessel40 

May  12,  1639  , 

Pieter  Cornelissen  van  viiuinickendam,  master  millwright  of  the 
Pieiter  Corneiisen    m{\]  company,  is  hereby  appointed  and  authorized  to 

receiver  of  tithes  .  .  .  '      .  .  t        ..  . 

and  supercargo  of  receive  and  to  collect,  in  accordance  with  lus  111- 
the  vessel.  structions  sent  to  him  by  letter,  such  tithes  as  arc 

covered  by  the  annexed  authentic  extract  from  the  contract  made 
and  entered  into  with  the  freemen  or  inhabitants  of  the  colony  of 
Rensselaerswyck  executed  in  the  name  of  the  absentees  before 
Notary  joost  vandc  venue  on  the  28th  of  March  1639,  and  this  pro- 
visionally for  the  period  of  two  years,  orders  being  hereby  given 
.to  the  council  of  the  said  colony  to  lend  him  a  helping  hand  herein 
and  especially,  in  the  absence  of  higher  officers  whose  places  for 
certain  reasons  are  for  the  present  still  kept  vacant,  to  the  secretary 
and  bookkeeper  of  the  sai  l  colony,  arent  Van  Corler,  and  to  Cor- 
nells Thcunissen  van  brcuckclcn,  in  his  capacity  of  representative  of 
the  patroon  and  the  participants  in  the  colony  aforesaid,  in  order 
that  the  good  and  Christian  intentions  which  the  patroon  and  par- 
ticipants of  the  sai  l  colony  have  with  regard  to  the  holding  of 
divine  service  and  the  maintenance  of  justice,  though  largely  at 
their  charge  and  expense,  may  not  be  frustrate:!.  But  since  in  the 
beginning  all  dues  can  not  be  strictly  determined  and  collected,  the 
aforesaid  receiver  of  tithes,  advising  with  the  aforesaid  two  per- 
sons, shall  have  power  to  treat  and  settle  in  fairness  with  the  per- 
sons concerned  and  shall  yearly  render  accounts  of  the  proceeds, 
stating  the  amount  thereof,  so  as  to  be  able  to  make  better  calcula- 
tions in  engaging  the  minister  ami,  other  officers  of  the  colony.  It 
is  hereby  agree  1  that  the  aforesaid  p  letter  Comely  sen  shall  receive 
for  his  trouble  and  expenses  in  connection  therewith  the  tenth 
penny  of  said  tith.es,  and  power  is  given  him  to  apply  the  said 
receipts  in  the  most  economical  and  useful  manner  for  the  interests 
of  religion  and  justice  and  of  the  patroon  and  the  participants. 

Tie  is  also  hereby  authorized  to  act  as  supercargo  41  of  the  vessel 
which  shall  sail  up  and  dawn  the  river  for  the  said  colony  and  no 
one  is  to  ship  anything  either  up  or  down  without  his  knowledge 

40  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  LiC^h. 

41  Comviys  tar.t  zarrtuycl'.. 
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Sii  i  consent,  and  die  said  pictcr  Cornchssen  shall  cause  this  commis- 
sion to  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  colony.  Done  at  Am- 
sterdam, this  1 2th  of  May  of  the  year  of  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  In  witness  of  the  truth 
signed  by  the,  and  was  signed:  Kiliacn  van  renssclacr,  patroon  of 
the  colony  of  Rensseiaerswyck,  and  further  sealed  with  the  seal  of 

the  said  colonv. 

-  » 

Permit  to  Maurits  Jansz  van  Broeckhuysen  to  settle  as  farmer 
on  de  Laets  Burg42 

d7ay  12,  1639 

Maurits    laumn    van    broekhuijsen.    heretofore    appointed  as 
T   „         farmer-13  on  a  farm  newly  to  be  established  on  the 

■  u  aunts  lansen  tan  •> 

brocckhusen  farmer  east  side  of  the  river,  is  hereby  authorized  [to  settle 

on  delactsburck.  ^  ^    ^  /flfl^  « 

on  which  formerly  G  err  it  d.e  reux  was  farmer,  and  this 
on  the  conditions  agreed  upon  with  G  err  it  dc  reux  in 
the  year  1632,  and  also  with  the  stipulation  as  to  the  right 
of  preemption  of  the  grain  and  animals  at  the  option  of  the  patroon 
and  participants  of  the  said  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  heretofore 
misconstrued  by  gerrit  dc  reux ;  the  patroon  promises  however  that 
if  the  said  maurits  j  an  sen  conducts  himself  well  on  the  said  farm 
and  honestly  and  faithfully  accounts  for -all  gains  and  profits,  no 
matter  what  they  may  be  called  or  how  he  may  have  obtained  them, 
not  concealing  any,  then  the  patroon  will  allow  him  more  for  the 
grain  according  to  circumstances,  as  is  more  fully  specified  in  the 
commission  given  this  day  to  arent  van  Gorier;  included  herein  is 
also  the  fur  trade  on  half  shares  and  nothing  else;  reference  is 
further  made  to  all  parts  of  the  aforesaid  commission  which  relate 
to  the  farmers  as  well  as  to  the  contract  made  with  Gerrit  de  reux 
aforesaid,  especially  to  the  clause  providing  that  the  six  years  of 
the  aforesaid  lease  both  with  regard  to  the  pasture  and  the  plowed 
land  shall  commence  each  year  on  the  first  day  of  the  month  of 
January  and  also  end  exactly  on  that  date,  but  the  wages  of  the 
farm  hands  and  the  leases  of  the  houses  shall  commence  and  cease 
or  expire  on  the  first  of  May  following.  He  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  have  any  grain  appraised  on  the  held  for  the  account  of  the 
patroon  but  the  latter  shall  receive  one  half  of  what  shall  actually 
be  in  the  barn  on  the  first  of  January,  when  most  of  the  grain 

4-  V.  h.  It.  ilss,  Letter  Book,  f.i6(. 
**  iou-.v-ir,r. 

41  Su»;it.-,1  ofi  the  Mill  Creek,  in  the  present  city  of  Rensselaer. 
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is  thrashed,  after  deduction  of  the  feed  of  the  cattle  and  [an  amount 
equal  in  value  to]  the  board  and  wages  of  the  family  till  the  first 
of  May,  in  which  the  aforesaid  De  rcux  also  tried  to  make  a  change 
directly  contrary  to  his  just  contract;  further  he  shall  willingly 
pledge  himself  to  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  the  men,  the  16 
guilders  a  year  for  each  farm  hand,  and  whatever  else  is  specified 
in  the  commission  an  1  instructions  given  to  a  rent  ran  Corler,  also 
to  turn  over  the  surplus  of  animals  whenever  he  is  requested  to  do 
so  and  on  receiving  payment  for  one  half  of  them  according  to 
the  stipulated  price  And  he  shall  have  the  choice  to  have  settled 
on  the  farm  heretofore  assigned  him  by  the  patroon,  on  the  same 
conditions  as  above,  either  his  foreman  assigned  to  him  by  the 
patroon,  to  wit,  adriaen  Comelissen  van  barsingerhorn,  if  he  has 
served  him  well;  or  else  roeloif  Cornclisscn,^  or  cryn  Cormlisz,^ 
the  two  brothers  either  jointly  or  separately.  He  shall  also  cause 
this  instrument  to  be  entered  upon  the  records,  together  with  the 
contract  of  the  person  who  shall  have  the  other  farm.  In  Amster- 
dam, this  1 2th  of  May  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  Was 
signed:  kiliaen  van  rensselaer,  patroon  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaers- 
wyck,  and  further  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  said  colony. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler47 

May  17,  idjg  - 

Arundtt  Van  Curler 

The  13th  of  May  1639,  in  Amsterdam 
Mm  Cousyn:  As  the  wind  turns  rapidly  toward  the  east  I 
must  make  haste  with  my  business  of  the  colony.  I  have  received 
yours  of  the  16th  of  July  1638,  to  which  I  will  say  briefly  that  you 
do  superfluous  work  by  putting  the  date  both  at  the  top  and  at  the 
bottom  of  the  letter,  once  is  enough  ;  also  by  adopting  the  general 
style  followed  in  the  schools,  for  example:  If  it  were  other- 
wise I  should  be  heartily  sorry.  Such  and  similar  words  fill  the 
paper  but  give  no  advice.    You  might  leave  these  out  and  in  place 

45  Rocloff  Cornelisz  van  Houten;  first  entered  in  the  account  books  under  date  of 
June  11,  163S. 

"In  Gcrcchts  Rolle,  1648-32.  among  the  Rcnssdacrs:vyck  Mss,  generally  referred  to 
as  Quitijh  Corv.ciisz.  The  earliest  mention  of  him  in  the  account  Books  is  under  date 
of  April  20,  1637.  In  Macntgdt  Bocck,  1638—44,  his  account  closes  on  Aug.  21,  163'), 
and  a  new  account  is  opened  on  Jan.  r,  1611.  Between  these  dates  he  was  apparently 
in  Ilailand,  as  the  patroon  in  his  letter  to  van  Curler,  May  30,  1640,  states  that  "  Crijh 
Cor-.iclissen   goes  over  now." 

«T  V.  F.'B.  Mss,  Letter  Book-,  f  in. 
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thereof  write  me  definite!}  about  everything  that  happens  in  the 
colon)',  and  instead  of  taking  such  pains  to  write  letters  lor  others, 
write  to  me,  for  your  promotion  must  not  come  from  them  but  from 
me  and  you  must  give  me  separate  answers  to  everything  that  is 
mentioned  in  this  letter  and  in  all  the  papers  which  I  send  you.  In 
that  way  I  shall  see  what  use  I  can  make  of  you.  You  must  in  the 
beginning  not  hold  your  head  too  high.,  for  that  does  not  end  well. 
I  had  asked  your  brother  to  write  to  yon  the  situation  at  nyckefck 
and  of  the  death  of  your  father.  He  tells  me  that  he  has  done  so  but, 
instead  of  communicating  the  said  letter  to  me  as  I  expected,  he  has 
sent  it  by  Sander,4*  for  which  I  am  not  well  pleased  with  him.  I 
am  also  displeased  with  you  because  you  sent  a  letter  by  acri  which 
he  was  to  deliver  himself,  and  if  I  understand  the  reason  rightly 
it  is  because  you  write  about  private  transactions  which  you  do  not 
wish  me  to  know  about.  This  is  not  the  right  way  for  advance- 
ment. Write  of  such  things  to  me  and  I  shall  not  refuse  you  any- 
thing to  your  advantage  which  is  fair.  In  the  future,  therefore, 
enclose  letters  which  you  write  to  others  in  those  to  me,  and  if 
you  want  to  seek  your  greatest  advantage  leave  them  open  that  I  may 
read  them.  I  can  then  see  that  you  mean  to  do  right  by  me ;  other- 
wise, you  give  me  cause  to  think  that  you  are  seduced  by  the  people 
and  that  you  want  to  do  as  they  do  and  conceal  everything  from 
me  that  is  possible  and  feasible  to  conceal.  Take  this  from- me  as 
a  lesson  and  an  admonition  to  govern' yourself  accordingly  and  I 
shall  not  fail  to  advance  you  if  I  see  that  you  stand  by  me  instead 
of  by  the  people.  Urge  braridt  Peelcn  also  to  conduct  himself  hon- 
estly and  not  to  be  led  astray  by  the  actions  of  G  err  it  de  reiix,  who 
has  told  him  a  good  many  things  that  are  nut  so  and  that  are  to 
my  disadvantage,  for  he  has  managed  to  leave  things  so  that  in 
goods  as  well  as  skins  and  debts  and  other  things,  he  had  about 
1000  dadder^4'-'  which  of  right  belong  to  me,  and  of  w  hich,  if  he  had 
remained  alive,  I  should  apparently  not  have  received  much.  Brandt 
pcUn  and  chics  j an  sen  ruyter  were  witnesses  thereto,  which  is  ail 
right  except  that  they  should  have  advised  me  of  it  or  at  least  have 
urged  Gcrrit  dc  rcu.v  to  enter  the  same  in  the  b'K>k<,  as  he  was 
careful  to  do  about  the  grain  in  the  field  appraised  at  75  guilders  a 
morgeri,  one  half  of  which  he  was  entitled  to  in  June  though  ac- 
cording to  his  contract  his  lease  expired  in  January,  as  you  may 

**  Mafci  11,  1649,  Sunder  Lcendcr?z  and  his  wife  Catalijn  Sanders  acknowledge  their 
contract  with   the  late  patroori,   dated  March   r8,   1639;   Gcrcclits  Rolle,    1648-5::,  f.27, 
ainom;  the  Ri-nsselaersivyck  Mss. 
48  Onr.  dnelder  =  1%  guilders. 
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read  at  length  in  the  enclosed  documents.  I  have  paid  the  brother 
in  law  of  brandt  peel  en  600  guilders  and  also  agreed  to  pay  f  120 
to  the  heirs  of  G  err  it  de  rcux}  deceased.  Let  him  [PeelenJ  conduct 
himself  as  an  honest  man  and  do  justice  to  his  master;  he  will  then 
keep  a  good  conscience  and  I  shall  not  grudge  him  his  profit  if  I  get 
my  half  [share].  Say  this  also  to  Cornells  theunissen,  with  whom 
you  will  discuss  your  affairs  and  communicate  to  him  this  letter  and 
all  my  papers.  I  have  for  that  purpose  made  him  my  own  as  well 
as  my  coparticipants'  representative.  Let  him  also  incline  toward 
my  side,  he  will  not  have  to  complain  of  it ;  let  him  help  me  in  my 
rights,  more  I  do  not  ask  and  he  shall  be  duly  rewarded  by  me.  I 
have  no  time  to  write  to  him  ;  give  him  his  sealed  commission  and  urge 
him  to  take  good  care  that  his  farm  be  profitable  too,  as  thus  far  it 
has  been  a  great  expense  to  me  and  yielded'  few  returns;  let  him 
also  write  to  me  about  everything.  Hand  also  to  cousin  manrits  the 
enclosed  appointment  as  farmer,  urging  him  to  be  faithful  and  dili- 
gent, for  although  I  am  far  otit  of  their  sight  they  ought  to  be  faith- 
ful to  me,  as  they  have  no  expenses  in  the  world  and  gain  whatever 
they  gain  through  my  investment.  Nor  ought  they  to  defraud  me 
of  any  part  of  my  half,  no  matter  how  they  make  it;  my  contract 
with  G  err  it  de  reux  says  plainly  that  1  am  entitled  to  one  half  of 
all  and  everything.  This  is  the  secret,  they  seek  to  defraud  me  in 
that  and  I  must  therefore  secure  something  for  myself  too  by  means 
of  the  price  of  grain,  till  ]  see  that  they  give  me  what  is  due  to  me; 
then  I  shall  seek  their  best  interests  also.  "  . 

1  have  no  doubt  but  you  have  received  the  goods  which  I  sent  by 
mintiyt,  as  well  as  those  by  Cornell's  nielyn  in  tzvapen  van  noor- 
ivegen,  and  sold  them  to  my  best  advantage,  either  to  the  people  on 
account  or  to  the  savages  for  skins. 

If  you  and  Cornells  theunissen  do  what  is  right  and  send  me  good 
returns  of  peltries,  you  will  have  your  profit  thereof  also,  as  the 
contract  with  lacob  plane  provides.  At  first  he  looked  out  for  me 
properly,  but  toward  the  end  mainly  for  himself;  however,  we 
have  come  to  an  amicable  agreement,  for  when  I  see  that  a  man 
deals  justly  with  me,  1  can  overlook  something.  See  to  it  that  you 
do  not  give  or  lend  to  people  who  are  not  likely  to  repay  me,  as  I 
am  again  sending  a  large  quantity  of  goods,  of  which  1  enclose  the 
invoice,  which  I  hope  that  Director  kyeft  will  send  you.  Of  each 
cargo  that  arrives  by  the  different  ships  you  must  keep  a  separate 
account  and  yearly  send  me  a  correct  statement  thereof,  and  in 
order  that  no  stranger  swindle  us  out  of  the  trade  in  the  colony, 
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do  not  allow  any  traders  to  stay  with  any  one  in  my  colony,  or 
to  be  furnished  with  provisions  or  grain,  for  under  that  pretext 
I  get  cheated  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  colony  are  defrauded 
too.  The  servants  of  the  Company  may  trade  as  much  as  they 
please  but  strangers  and  private  traders  I  do  not  want  my  people 
to  trade  with.  They  must  trade  with  my  commisen  and  my  com- 
misen with  the  people  of  the  colony,  as  ca"n  be  seen  from  this  en- 
closed original  contract  made  with  the  freemen,  which  you  must 
examine  with  Cornells  Theunisseu.  Nor  do  I  want  any  of  my 
grain  to  be  sold  or  other  articles  of  food  to  be  given  to  any  traders 
who  refuse  to  trade  with,  you,  nor  my  people  to  exchange  any 
goods  or  merchandise  with  such  traders,  on  penalty  of  expulsion 
from  the  colony:  In  fine,  whatever  strangers  trade  in  my  colony 
must,  as  said  above,  trade  with  my  commisen,  and  then  it  will  go 
all  right  and  the  commisen  will  also  be  able  to  make  some  profit 
for  themselves  and  for  their  master.  If  you  notice  that  you  are 
short  of  merchandise  employ  means  to  exchange  for  such  mer- 
chandise as  you  lack  the  skins  which  you  have  obtained  by  barter 
or  which  have  been  delivered  to  yon  by  other  colonists  and  carry 
on  trade  with  the  neighboring  settlements50  even  if  this  is  not 
quite  so  profitable.  Frequent  gain,  though  little  at  a  time,  is  also 
good. 

The  Company  has  further  charged  me  to  write  to  its  director 
that  he  must  pay  for  my  grain  either  peltries  or  merchandise  at 
reasonable  price.  I  have  written  my  opinion  about  that  to  Di- 
rector kyeft  and  have  no  doubt  but  that,  if  you  run  short  of  any 
kind  of  merchandise,  he  will  give  you  good  merchandise  for  good 
wheat,  as  a  good  deal  of  wheat  must  already  have  been  delivered 
or  be  in  process  of  daily  delivery.  Each  year  you  must  settle 
your  accounts.  Enclosed  is  a  memorial  which  I  sent  him;  act 
as  if  you  had  not  received  it  and  let  no  one  but  Corn  el  is  Theunis- 
scn  see  it.  In  order  that  you  may  recognize  it,  I  have  marked 
it  with  a  large  .V.  H.  If  he  gives  you  merchandise  you  can  barter 
for  skins  with  it,  and  if  in  return  for  grain  he  delivers  you  seawan 
you  can  also  buy  skins  with  that,  and  if  he  has  neither  he  must 
deliver  you  skins  and  the  skins  yon  can  exchange  for  merchan- 
dise and  by  so  doing  put  most  of  the  trade  in  my  hands,  when  I 
shall  also  be  able  to  remunerate  you  better.  For  the  present,  as 
I  have  no  proof  of  your  work,  or  of  that  of  Cornells  Thctiniscn, 


50  ende  3 bet  den  bimieti  tantsen  handcl;  literally,  and  carry  on  the  inland  trade. 
See  p.  455. 
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I  have  appointed  you  provisionally  as  secretary  and  bookkeeper, 
and  I  shall  advance  you  further  if  you  stand  by  me  and  do  me  good 
service  and  if  you  are  diligent  aboui.  writing  and  keeping  record  of 
the  farms  and  animals.  And  above  all  be  careful  not  to  mix  with 
the  heathen  or  savage  women,  for  such  things  are  a  great  abomi- 
nation to  the  Lord  God  and  kill  the  souls  of  the  Christians  when 
they  debauch  themselves  with  them.  Therefore  work  and  move 
m  the  council  that  an  ordinance  be  issued  imposing  severe  fines  and 
punishment  on  those  who  are  found  guilty  of  it. 

1  have  written  a  letter  to  albert  andriescn,  which  is  herewith 
enclosed.  You  will  copy  it  and  hand  it  to  him  open  and  then 
govern  yourself  according  to  the  contents.  An  oidinance  should  be 
passed  in  the  colony  directing  the  people  to  sow  wheat  by  itself, 
for  otherwise  they  mix  rye  and  wheat,  which  is  bad  in  every  way, 
especially  in  reaping,  as  the  rye  is  ripe  sooner  than  the  wheat  and 
therefore  spills  on  the  ground  during  the  reaping,  to  the  great  loss 
of  the  farmers.  Let  some  be  sorted  first  ;  this  will  produce  clean 
wheat  and  can  then  be  used  as  seed  and  so  increased. 

As  to  the  debts  which  Dirck  Corson  claims  for  merchandise 
delivered  at  Rensselaerswyck,  according  to  the  memorandum  sent 
to  Iacob  plane  which  he  has  handed  to  you,  please  collect  these  as 
far  as  possible  and  see  that  Cornells  Tiicunissen  pay  his  account 
also. 

Cristen  Crist ensen  noorman  owes  his  mate  who  did  not  go  with 
him  i20  for  tools  sold  to  him.  Let  him  pay  this  to  you,  he  will 
thereby  pay  me  there  what  I  have  advanced  him  [his  mate]  here.  I 
believe  his  name  is  barent. 

Regarding  the  boards  which  Peter  Cornelissen  may  saw  and 
which  may  be  needed  for  my  houses,  he  must  not  rate  them  too 
high,  otherwise  it  were  better  to  divide  half  and  half  with  him.51 
I  have  also  given  hum  some  office,  as  you  can  see  by  his  commission. 
J  hear  that  the  mill  is  working  and  that  plans  have  been  made  for 
the  erection,  at  the  least  expense,  of  a  grist-mill,  which  is  much 
needed  there. 

Concerning  the  goods  which  I  send  you  or  which  you  receive 
there,  separate  accounts  must  be  sent  as  follows  : 
proposition  First,  of  those  which  are  delivered  to  the  people  on  ac- 

6o%  count  of  their  wages.  To  these  people  things  must  be 
sold  somewhat  cheaper  than  to  those  who  give  furs  in  return. 

70%      Second.  <>f  those  which  you  issue  to  free  men  or  to  others 
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for  furs  and  these  people  must  be  divided  into  two  classes,  those 
ti  at  give  you  furs  at  once  receiving  thing's  a  little  cheaper  than 
those  who  give  you  furs  afterwards,  for  one  can  always 
!m\  more  with  ready  money  than  on  credit. 

■  least         Third,  an  account  of  the  furs  which  you  yourself  get 
.  or  as     by  barter  from  the  savages  for  merchandise ;  that  will 

'  >»4Cb  as  you       <  o  » 

be  most  profitable  to  me.  but  I  nave  no  objection  to 
others  of  my  people  making  something  too  if  they  turn  over  the 
Furs  to  me  or  to  you  in  my  name. 

plane  brought  me  at  least  fioo  in  grain  and  f300  in  skins.  The 
duty  [to  the  company]  here  and  the  import  duty  must  be  counted, 
also  the  freight  charges  and  the  duty  for  the  Company  there.52 

When  you  receive  skins  from  the  director  of  the  Company,  for 
wheat  at  4l/2  guilders  a  lb,53  according  to  the  enclosed  copy,  I  need 
not  pay  any  duty  as  I  am  tree  from  that,  but  of  other  skins  I  owe 
one  guilder  on  every  merchantable  skin,  in  conformity  with  the 
15th  article  of  the  Freedoms  of  New  Netherlands,  which  I  send 
enclosed.  You  must  read  through  carefully;  and  when  you  send  me 
skins  send  me  the  very  best,  as  I  have  to  pay  but  one  guilder  duty 
on  every  skin  no  matter  how  large  it  is,  while  you  can  exchange 
the  small  ones  with  other  people  for  merchandise. 

All  the  skins  or  tobacco  which  you  send  me  you  must  enter  with 
1  director  kyeft,  taking  a  receipt  from  his  hand  that  the  duty  has  been 
I  'Mid.  You  must  pay  it  in  grain  and  pack  the  skins  in  substantial 
boxes,  well  preserved,  tightly  nailed  and  marked  as  the  boxes  which 
I  -end  yon,  and  on  each  box  or  cask  you  must  put  a  distinct  num- 
ber.  If  you  give  me  satisfaction  in  every  tiling  you  will  have  enough 
t'»  do  and  I  shall  be  able  to  judge  of  your  ability  and  take  care  of 
y<'ur  promotion. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munnickendnm54 

May  /?,  1610 

/".  CorncUssen 

The  13th  of  May  1639,  in  Amsterdam 
Worthy,  discreet  Sir:    As  the  wind  begins  to  blow  and  the  lords 
directors  will  immediately  leave  for  the  Texel,  I  can  not  answer 
your  letter  at  length.    I  am  sorry  about  the  discord  which  T  notice 

•■■  rscongnily  fiyer  tncttt  convoy  mod  ten  gcreke.nt  warden;  ooc  de  vrachten  en 
'■■    Hfptitye  deter  aende  Compc. 

M  V*  H.  &  mit  Letter  Booh,  f.nab. 
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among"  my  people,  eaeli  complaining  of  the  other,  and  as  yet  I  can 
not  see  that  it  tends  much  to  my  profit.  I  shall  therefore  await 
further  advice  before  resolving  to  appoint  my  principal  officers 
I  expect  from  you  also  further  advice  concerning  the  condition  of 
the  sawmill.  I  hope  that  it  is  steadily  at  work  and  sawing  largo 
quantities  of  boards.  However,  you  must  not  put  the  price  ton 
high  for  the  lumber  that  is  used  in  the  colony  on  my  houses,  for 
in  that  way  I  should  receive  with  one  hand  and  spend  twice  as  much 
with  the  other.  What  is  sold  to  others  or  to  strangers  is  a  different 
matter.  Therefore,  you  must  make  the  price  reasonable  or  other- 
wise my  people  could  divide  with  you,  taking  as  much  [lumber] 
as  I  would  need  and  leaving  you  an  equal  quantity  to  sell  to  your 
best  advantage;  the  balance  which  might  then  remain  could  be  sold 
for  the  common  benefit.  Do  not  neglect  to  write  all  the  circum- 
stances, how  much  profit  I  can  expect  from  the  sawmill,  what  the 
prospects  are  for  the  grist-mills  and  what  they  would  cost.  By  the 
same  ship  goes  a  carpenter,  called  Jan  Cornclisz.,  who  understands 
mill  work  thoroughly  and  who  is  a  freeman.  He  will  no  doubt 
assist  you  in  one  thing  and  another,  but  I  recommend  to  you  to 
arrange  matters  so  that  I  do  not  suffer  loss,  for  to  treat  me  like 
the  Company  will  not  do.  I  prefer  to  do  nothing  rather  than  suffer 
loss.  You  write  about  a  house,  that  is  all  right  for  you  to  live  in. 
but  the  mill  must  yield  me  profit,  otherwise  the  house  is  of  no  use. 
In  the  hope  that  your  business  will  succeed,  I  have  also  begun  to 
think  of  your  advancement  as  you  will  see  from  the  enclosed  com- 
mission. I  highly  recommend  you  to  observe  your  duties  and  if  any 
one  should  hinder  you  in  the  performance  thereof,  let  me  know  it. 
but  on  your  part  do  not  be  a  cause  of  dispute  ;  and  neglect  not  to 
send  me  our  account  that  I  may  sec  how  matters  stand. 

It  is  said  that  you  have  many  furs  with  you ;  you  know  how- 
many  I  have  given  permission  for  you  to  have  and  everything  above 
that  must  be  shared  half  and  half  and  when  I  notice  that  goods  fol- 
low and  that  I  do  not  receive  zeords  instead  of  money,  I  shall  send 
enough  merchandise  and  not  forget  you  either  J*  As  to  the  tenths  of 
the  sawmill,  I  keep  this  matter  under  consideration  as  the  contract 
which  I  sent  and  the  extract50  which  I  enclose  will  show  you.  I 
have  not  yet  filled  the  high  office  or  [the  posts  of]  officer  and 
conunis,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  commissions  of  the  others,  which 

66  Underlined  in  Letter  Booh. 

5,1  Kxtracl  from  the  contract  with  t!.c  freemen,  mentioned  in  the  commission  to  Pieter 
CorneHsz  of  May  12,  1639. 
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they  will  doubtless  show  you  and  cause  to  be  recorded  at  the  same 
lime.57 

The  money  which  you  owe  Dirck  CdrncHsscn7^  you  must  pay  me 
attd  I  shall  reimburse  you  for  ir.  However,  scud  me  the  account 
showing  what  it  is  about  and  deal  openly  with  me  about  everything. 
When  I  notice  that,  I  shall  do  the  same  with  you.  /  see  in  your  let- 
try  what  you  have  to  say  about  oilier.?  but  this  does  not  vindicate  you 
from  what  they  zsrite  about  you.-'  With  God's  help  I  expect  better 
advice,  better  profits  and  better  service  and  harmony  than  there  have 
been  thus  far,  otherwise  it  would  grieve  me  and  I  should  be  obliged 
to  follow  an  entirely  different  course,  for  if  ez'ery  one  seeks  his  ozvn 
interests  it  ran  not  go  zeeli  with  the  pcitroonP  From  what  I  hear 
it  seems  that  Gerrit  reux  had  nearly  icoo  daelders  worth  of  prop- 
erty with  him,  in  money  and  skins  as  well  as  in  outstanding  debts, 
which  apparently  I  should  have  been  cheated  out  of  if  I  had  not 
found  it  out.  //  others  do  the  same  I  shall  undoubtedly  find  them 
out  also.™  If  you  experience  any  opposition  from  the  farmers  in 
the  delivery  of  the  tenths  or  the  entering  of  the  grain  which  they 
ship,  let  me  know  it;  I  shall  settle  that  all  right  and  know  how  to 
guard  myself  against  it.  I  understand  also  that  an  ordinance  ought 
to  be  passed  in  the  colony  concerning  the  grain  which  is  sold  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  who  ought  to  get  it  cheaper  than  it  is  sold 
at  the  Maniiatans.  Finally.  I  listen  in  expectation''0  and  shall  see 
what  the  results  will  be.  You  write  about  advancing  money  from 
your  purse ;  that  is  speaking  in  general  terms ;  you  should  write  me 
what  and  how  much  and  what  has  been  done  with  it,  and  each 
year  send  me  an  acount  thereof,  so  that  we  may  yearly  settle  and 
balance  accounts  in  order  to  avoid  misapprehension.  Wherewith 
ending  in  haste,  I  commend  you  to  the  gracious  protection  of 
Almighty  God  and  greet  you  heartily.  Vale. 

67  ick  licbbe  de  Ilooge  O'Titie  oock  r.och  t:i<:t  tcrgeten  ah  ofneiers  en  Commissen  gelyck 
t  i.i  dactc  van  enderc  te  sicn  is  die  sy  :>l  wel  sttilen  verioonen  en  gclyckelyck  ten 
I'  'thocolle  doen  registreren.  The  Hopge  0~.:ie  refers  to  the  office  of  director  general; 
see  instructions  to  Cornelis  Teur.isz,  Ar.i:  4.  1639. 

This  should  be  Dirck  Corsz;  CVrs  does  not  stand  for  Cornelis  but  is  a  short  form 
for  Christian. 

'-'  Underlined  in  Letter  Book. 

"'  ieli  I.uyxtere  in  peres. 
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Kiiiaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Albert  Andriesz'51 
May  13,  1639 

Albert  Andriessz 

This  1.3th  of  May  1639,  in  Amsterdam 
Worthy  very  discreet  Sir:  As  the  wind  begins  to  blow  from  the 
east  and  the  lords  directors  are  on  the  point  of  going  to  the  Text! 
to  dispatch  the  ship  to  New  Netherland,  1  shall  not  reply  at  length 
to  your  letters  but  must  say  to  your  credit  that  I  have  received 
returns  from  no  one  but  your  honor.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have 
heard  complaints  saying  that  you  have  cheated  Dirck  Corse  and 
for  seven  pieces  of  duffel  given  him  but  25  beaver  skins,  dirck 
corse  has  been  an  unfaithful  supercargo;  write  me  the  truth  of  the 
matter  and  pay  me  what  you  still  owe  him  and  if  I  then  discover 
your  honesty  therein,  1  will  on  my  side  reach  you  the  helping  ban  1 
in  every  way,  and  now  that  the  trade  is  open  send  you  by  and  by 
plenty  of  merchandise.  Arrange  it  so,  however,  that  every  one  may 
have  something.  Provisionally  I  send  herewith  some  merchandise. 
Go  to  my  cousin  Areni  van  Carter  and  give  him  a  true  account  ot 
the  transaction  with  dirck  Corse  so  that  he  can  feel  that  the  matter 
is  straight  and  [if]  you  satisfy  me  in  this  respect  I  hereby  give  him 
orders  to  deliver  to  you  necessaries  for  yourself  and  your  people 
at  an  advance  in  price  of  50$,  which  with  the  present  increase  of 
duties  and  freight  charges  to  the  Company  cost  me  more  myself, 
as  well  as  merchandise  for  the  Indian  trade  at  an  advance  of  75 i 
over  the  purchase  price  here;  in  return  for  this  you  will  furnish 
him  skins  at  such  a  price  that  you  make  something  and  that  I  may 
have  something  too  and  to  such  an  amount  as  he  can  give  without 
inconvenience  to  others  and  to  the  trade  which  he  carries  on  for 
me,  and  when  these  tilings  have  gotten  well  started,  keep  on  my  side 
and  you  will  thank  yourself. 

And  to  show  that  I  shall  also  seek  your  advantage  in  the 
tobacco  winch  you  sent  me  and  that  which  you  arc  to  send  this  year. 
I  will  try  to  sell  it  at  the  highest  price,  which  is  of  benefit  to  you  ; 
furthermore  I  will  give  you  25$  more  than  your  half  of  the  net 
proceeds  will  amount  to.  which  25$  shall  be  balanced  against  the 
75'<  that  you  give  me  on  the  merchandise  which  you  trade  for  skins 
so  that  the  merchandise  as  far  as  the  said  sum  goes  will  in  fact  cost 
but  ;o<.    I  will  also  grant  you  25V  discount  on  the  grain  which  you 

«  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.113. 
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buy  from  me  or  need,  so  that  when  wheat  costs  10  guilders  a  mudde, 
you  will  deduct  25$  and  really  have  to  pay. but  7  guilders  and  10 
stivers  a  mudde,  that  is,  so  far  as  the  money  tor  the  tobacco  sold 
for  you  reaches,  but  for  anything  above  that  the  old  price  of  f  10  a 
mudde  must  remain,  unless  a  lower  price  be  adopted  in  the  colony, 
about  which  I  am  also  writing  to  P icier  Cornells?. 

If  the  farmers  should  agree  that  the  market  of  the  wheat  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  and  for  no  one  else  were  fixed  at  8 
guilders  a  mudde  I  shah  be  satisfied,  although  I  do  not  like  it. 
In  that  case,  if  the  wheat  came  down  to  8  guilders,  by  balancing 
the  25$  discount  against  the  expenses  of  the  tobacco,  it  would  cost 
you  but  6  guilders  a  mudde,  but  this  must  be  fixed  voluntarily  as 
I  should  not  want  to  force  or  constrain  any  one  thereto. 

Now  as  to  the  tobacco  which  you  sent  me,  it  is  a  great  loss  to 
yourself  and  to  me  that  the  tobacco  in  these  barrels  was  so  poor  and 
thin  of  leaf  that  it  could  not  stand  being  rolled,  wdiich  must  be  due 
to  your  having  left  too  many  leaves  on  the  plants  ;  furthermore  the 
weight  wras  short.  On  the  one  hand,  I  am  suspicious  about  her  men 
den  bontwercker,m  now  going  to  Xew  Netherland,  whom  for  that 
reason  I  did  not  want  to  take  into  my  colony  as  a  freeman,  as  he 
goes  over  as  a  broker  and  in  all  sorts  of  ways  tried  to  induce  me 
to  put  it03  at  6  stivers  [a  pound]  wdiich  I  did  not  want  to  do;  on  the 
other  hand,  there  must  be  some  error,  for  barrel  Xo.  2,  wdiich  you  put- 
down  at  292  lb,  weighed  but  220  lb.  I  have  measured  the  barrel  and 
compared  it  with  others  and  it  is  not  possible  that  it  could  have  held  so 
much ;  however,  this  is  the  first  time  for  you  and  me,  in  the  future 
we  must  be  more  careful  about  that.  These  are  the  weights  as  I 
have  found  them  :  Xo.  1,  184  lb;  No,  2,  220  lb;  Xo.  3,  190  lb  good 
and  13  lb  rotten;  Xo.  4,  143  lb;  Xo.  5,  178  lb;  Xo.  6,  140  lb;  XTo. 
7,  187  lb  good  and  three  pounds  rotten,  amounting  together  to 
1242  lb  good  [tobacco].  Deducting  6r;,j4  for  the  stems,  or  86  lb, 
there  remain  1156  lb  net.  w  hich  at  8  st  a  pound  amount  to  1462  :8. 
I  have  given  them  to  a  man  to  sell  for  that  amount  but  not  half 
of  it  is  sol  1  yet.  Meanwhile  I  do  not  want  to  keep  you  waiting. 
I  have  paid  for  freight  according  to  my  Freedoms  30  st  per  100 
lh,  for  wdiich  others  would  have  had  to  pay  twice  as  much.  [ 
have  also  paid  1st  per  lb  duty  which  amounts  to  f6o,  and  with 
some  small  charges  by  coopers  and  truckmen,  in  all  to,  fcp.  There 


"  Should  be  den  bontzecrcker,  the  furrier. 

*  The  price  of  the  tobacco. 

**  So  in  original,  but  should  be  7%. 
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remains  therefor':  net  £372:8,  that  is  for  your  half  £186:4,  against 
which  yon  must  credit  me  with  one  half  of  what  you  have  sold 
there,  and  in  order  to  close  this  account,  reckon  the  wheat  which 
you  have  received  and  which  you  are  still  to  receive  at  f8  a  mudde, 
for  so  far  as  these  f  186:4  0-  your  half  share  reach,  above  that 
the  wheat  must  be  counted  at  fio.  Please  make  out  also  each 
year  a  complete  account  of  all  expenses  and  receipts  from  the 
tobacco  so  that  I  can  see  whether  I  make  progress  or  not.  Had 
this  tobacco  not  been  so  bad  and  wretched,  I  could  have  gotten 
10  stivers  for  it,  and  if  in  the  future  you  take  better  care  and 
leave  fewer  leaves  on  the  plants,  I  hope  that  we  shall  get  as  high 
a  price  as  others.  The  tobacco  from  Christ  off  eP*  is  here  so  plen- 
tiful that  it  brings  but  3  stivers  a  lb,  therefore  try  to  grow  good 
stuff,  for  the  poor  quality  brings  little  money.  I  can  not  get  many 
people  on  account  of  the  great  mortality  which  there  has  been  in 
this  country.  Your  brother  in  law  was  with  me  but  has  not  come 
back;  be  commended  to  Clod  Almighty. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to>  Jacob  WolfertszGG 

May  /J,  1639 

Jacob  Wolvcrsscn,  in  New  Netherland 

The  13th  of  May  1639,  in  Amsterdam 
I  have  received  yours  of  the  13th  of  August  1638  and  noticed 
how  everything  is  situated.  I  have  no  time  to  reply  as  the  wind 
begins  to  blow  and  the  lords  directors  have  already  left  for  the  Texel. 
1  only  urge  you  in  a  general  way  to  help  me  wherever  you  can  do 
me  a  kindness  and  I  will  return  it.  I  shall  also  look  forward  to 
your  letter  when  you  have  been  in  the  colony,  stating  what  you 
have  found  out  there  to  my  best  interest  and  your  own,  If  my 
cousin  Arent  ran  Corler  should  be  dead,  which  I  hope  he  not, 
I  hereby  give  you  power  to  receive  the  goods  which  I  am  now 
sending  over.  Open  his  letters  and  follow  the  directions  contained 
in  them  and  keep  separate  accounts  of  the  said  goods,  carrying 
out  the  orders  which  I  have  given  him.  I  have  not  time  to  write 
more  because  the  time  is  gone.  Commending  you  to  the  gracious 
protection  of  Almighty  Cod,  I  greet  you  and  your  wife  and  your 
father'"*7  and  all  the  old  acquaintances  heartily. 


35  St  Christopher;  an  bland  in  the  West  Indies. 
«  f  \  A*.  B.  Uss,  Letter  Book,  f.114. 
157  Wolfert  Ocrritsz  van  Couv. enhoven. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Ulrich  Lupoltt'58 

May  13,  1630 

.V  vlric  ft  Lupolt,  in  New  Netherland 

The  [3th  of  May  1639.  in  Amsterdam 
Worthy,  prudent,  very  discreet  Sir:  1  find  myself  with  your 
iioiior's  favor  of  the  12th  of  August  1638,  but  as  the  wind  forces 
me  to  he  brief,  I  can  not  reply  as  I  ought.  I  thank  your  honor 
for  your  friendly  offer  and  would  not  in  the  least  have  your  honor 
get  in  any  way  into  difficulty  on  my  account.  I  seek  your  honor's 
favor  and  assistance  oniy  where  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  serv- 
ice of  your  honor's  masters  and  my  lawfully  obtained  Freedoms 
and  Exemptions  of  New  Netherland  (offered  by  the  Assembly  of 
the  XIX  to  all  the  participants),  especially  in  sending  people  and 
goods  again  at  the  first  opportunity  and  in  the  most  convenient 
way  to  the  colony,  so  that  they  may  not  be  detained;  in  this  you 
can  assist  me ;  I  shall  not  neglect  to  be  grateful.  I  have  already 
recommended  you  to  the  lords  directors  with  whom  I  am  acquainted 
and  think  that  your  honor  will  now  have  a  better  place  than  the 
office  of  fiscal  has  been,  wdierewith  ending,  I  commend  your  honor 
after  hearty  greetings  to  the  gracious  protection  of  Almighty  God 
and  remain.  I  thank  your  honor  most  sincerely  for  friendship 
formerly  shown  me. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart00 

June  it,  1639 

'  oussain  Muijssart,  at  Ley  den 

This  nth  of  June  1639,  *n  Amsterdam 
I  received  yours  of  the  28th  instant,  also  the  f 409  :?y2  from  Sr, 
Daniel  and  Pauwel  Godijn  on  the  6th  instant,  making  with  the 
1.290:1 2 for  the  blankets  600  guilders70  credited  to  the  account 
oi  Mr  Julian  dc  laet  for  his  tenth  share  in  the  consignments  pur- 
chased for  our  colony  and  its  other  expenses;  also  the  600  guilders 
which  by  previous  letter  you  made  me  pay  for  your  tenth  as  afore- 
**ld,  all  subject  to  proper  audit  and  further  settlement.    As  to  our 

mf.R.B.Mss,  Later  Book,  f.;r4. 

•  .  R.  li.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.  114b.    The  heading  and  first  line  of  this  letter  are  in 

handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 

1'  will  be  11.  lice- 1  that  the  amounts  do  not  check. 
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goods,  of  which  notice  was  given  and  which  were  in  the  store- 
house in  time,  they  were  twice  sent  to  the  Texel  by  lighter  but 
could  not  be  loaded  in  the  ship  den  liar  in  ck  on  account  of  lack  of 
room  and  consequently  came  back  again,  except  the  iron  and  steel 
and  smith's  coal  and  a  few  other  goods  which  were  taken,  as  well 
as  all  our  people,  to  the  number  of  about  12  persons.  I  was  very 
angry,  as  I  had  reason  to  be,  and  the.  Company  or  its  commissioners 
finding  their  mistake  have  hired  another  ship  to  go  thither  and  to 
transport  our  goods,  but  when  that  will  get  to  sea  I  do  not  know. 
It  is  a  great  loss  to  us ;  we  had  a  fine  cargo,  amounting  to  more 
than  f450o,  which  will  still  bring  us  good  returns  if  it  can  be 
gotten  to  the  colony  before  winter,  otherwise  we  shall  lose  a  year's 
time  ;  this  Mr  dc  laei  ought  at  a  convenient  time  and  with  courtesy 
to  urge  on  Mr  Cocnradus  and  the  other  directors  and  show  them 
how  their  fault  results  to  our  prejudice.  I  should  have  written 
before  but  was  sorry  that  they  treated  us  so.  Now  a  ship  lias 
been  chartered,  we  may  still  hope  for  the  best. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Matthijs  Muller71 

June  11,  1629 

Mathy's  Muller,  at  the  Hague 

This  nth  of  June  1639,  H1  Amsterdam 

Ordinance  of  the  patroon  concerning  the  sale  and  export  of 

furs,  grain,  etc.72 

August  3,  1630 

Ordinance 

Whereas  it  is  just  and  fair  to  prevent  and  check  as  much  as 
possible  all  frauds  and  abuses,  and  whereas  many  of  them  originate 
in  the  shipment  of  divers  furs  and  other  goods  out  of  the  colony 
of  Rensselaerswyck  by  the  inhabitants  or  residents  thereof,  without 
entering  them  properly  or  in  any  way  giving  notice  there*'!, 
whereby  the  Chartered  West  India  Company  may  very  easily  hi 

w  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.115.  The  letter  itself  is  not  found  but  only  the-  addresi 
and  date. 

w  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Bock,  f.i64b. 
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deprived  and  cheated  of  its  dues  and  their  patroon  of  his  profits. 
Therefore,  the  aforesaid  lord  patroon,  in  order  to  prevent  such 
1  \  il,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  has  seen  fit  hereby  earnestly  to 
admoiiish  and  strictly  to  enjoin  all  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the 
-aid  colony  that,  no  one  of  them,  whoever  he  may  be,  may  send 
1 -lit  of  the  aforesaid  colony,  by  himself  or  by  the  servants  of  the 
aforesaid  Company  or  by  any  one  else,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
any  furs,  tobacco  or  other  goods,  whether  by  water  or  by  land, 
up  or  down,  to  the  manhatans  or  to  the  fatherland  or  wherever 
else  it  may  be,  without  having  legally  and  properly  entered  and 
given  notice  of  the  same  in  writing,  both  to  the  secretary  and  to 
the  representative  of  the  patroon,  to  each  separately  (and  this 
before  any  one  has  loaded  or  shipped  any  of  the  goods  in  the 
ships,  sloops,  canoes  or  other  vessels  ),  with  declaration  as  to  the  pa- 
troon's  share  therein,  everything  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the 
said  goods  by  the  sender  to  the  patroon,  who  shall  have  the  dis- 
posal of  them,  which  aforesaid  secretary  and  representative  must 
each  for  himself  keep  accurate  accounts  thereof  and  furnish  the 
senders  with  proper  certificates.  And  in  order  that  no  one  may 
be  exempt  therefrom,  the  aforesaid  secretary  and  representative 
must,  each  for  himself,  notify  the  supercargo  of  the  vessel  of  the 
goods  they  want  to  send,  even  if  the  goods  belong  to  the  patroon, 
on  forfeiture  and  disposal  as  above,  and  no  shipments  which  have 
not  been  legally  entered  shall  be  sent.  And  in  order  that  the 
aforesaid  lord  patroon  may  not  be  deprived  of  his  share  of  the 
grain,  tobacco  and  other  products,  no  farmers,  tobacco  planters 
<>r  the  like,  in  his  employ  and  under  special  contract,  shall  be 
allowed  to  alienate,  sell  or  deliver,  to  whomsoever  it  may  be,  any 
grain,  tobacco,  products  of  ti  e  soil,  animals  or  whatever  else  it 
may  be,  in  which  the  patroon  has  a  share,  without  notice  to  ami 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  secretary,  representative  and  super- 
cargo of  the  vessel,  each  one  separately,  or  at  least  two  of  them, 
with  the  exception  of  the  tithes  which  shall  be  in  the  hands  of 
tbe  receiver  of  the  tithes.  And  in  case  any  one  do  this  without 
knowledge  and  consent  as  above,  the  half  share  of  the  concealer 
shall  be  void  and  forfeited,  whenever  it  shall  be  discovered  or 
become  known,  to  wit,  one  fourth  part  to  the  officer  and  the  other 
three  fourth  parts  to  the  secretary,  the  representative  and  the 
supercargo  of  the  vessel,  on  condition  that  they  take  care,  jointly 
and  separately,  before  they  divide,  that  the  patroon's  half  be 
properly  accounted  foi  and  turned  over  to  him.  And  as  the  office 
01  »»tlicer  or  sellout  is  at  present  still  vacant,  the  fourth  part  be- 
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longing  to  the  officer  shall  be  divided  into  three  parts  and  given 
to  the  secretary,  the  representative  and  the  supercargo  of  the 
vessel,  which  three  shall  provisonally  and  until  further  orders  per- 
form the  duties  of  officer,  the  secretary  having  the  precedence. 
And  the  council  of  the  aforesaid  colony  is  hereby  ordered  and 
authorized  to  declare  such  goods  confiscated  and  to  proceed  again-', 
the  violators  of  this  ordinance  as  according  to  circumstances  they 
shall  see  fit,  as  none  of  them  ought  to  permit  the  aforesaid  lorn 
and  patroon  to  be  in  any  wise  injured  in  his  rights  or  share,  or  to 
conniYe  thereat,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  is  far  away  and  can 
not  be  present  to  protect  his  rights.  The  aforesaid  council  shall 
also  see  to  it  that  this  present  ordinance  be  properly  proclaimed 
and  recorded  by  the  secretary  and  that  this  ordinance  be  made 
known  to  all  the  inhabitants,  subjects  or  residents  in  the  said 
colony  (without  however  admitting  any  residents)  by  posting  of 
public  notices,  proclamation,  personal  notification  or  otherwise,  in 
order  that  no  one  may  claim  exemption  on  account  of  ignorance, 
and  if  the  council  be  neglectful  herein,  they  will  be  held  respon- 
sible, since  the  rights  of  the  aforesaid  West  India  Company  and 
the  profit  of  their  patroon  are  most  vitally  concerned  in  this  matter. 
For  which  purpose  the  lord  patroon  lias  sealed  this  original  instrti  * 
ment  with  the  seal  of  the  colony  and  signed  it  with  his  own  hand. 
In  Amsterdam,  this  third  of  August  1639. 

« 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler73 

August  4,  idjcj 

Arcndtt  Van  Curler,  in  New  Netherland 

In  Amsterdam,  this  4th  of  August  1639 
Mon  Cousyu:  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  previous  letter 
sent  by  the  ship  den  Harinck ;  this  you  must  also  do,  that  is,  send  by 
each  ship  copies  of  what  was  sent  by  the  preceding  one,  as  the 
ships  may  meet  with  disaster,  as  did  the  ship  de  licfde,  which  latch' 
sailed  from  there  and  was  taken  here  close  to  land  by  the  Dunkirk- 
ers.  All  the  letters  and  papers  were  torn  and  thrown  overboard 
and  I  received  not  a  word  of  writing  from  any  one,  for  which  I  am. 
very  sorry,  as  1  do  not  know  how  matters  stand  there.  Dirck 
stypel14'    told  me  a  good  deal  by  word  of  month  but  he  has  acted 

«  V.  ft.  li.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.115. 

T*  Dirck  Stxpel  was  ap;  oliitcd  by  the  director  and  council  of  New  Netlicrland,  Tunc  3. 
1638,  as  wachtiwoc'ster,  or  comiu.-im.ler,  of  Fort  Orange,  at  a  salary  of  10  guilders  * 
month,  to  cYiwimenee    July   15,  1638;  see  N.  V.Cci.  Mss,  4:iu. 
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in  a  rash  way  here,  so  that  I  fear  that  he  has  told  me  lies.  He  is 
at  present  not  to  be  found,  though  the  banns  for  his  marriage  were 
published  last  Sunday  for  the  third  time,  and  he  does  not  appear. 
I  fe  told  me  that  on  the  east  side  six  farms  were  completed  besides 
die  house  of  Cornells  masen  which  they  were  building;  further,  that 
this  year  I  had  already  obtained  12  heifer  calves  in  the  colony,  also 
that  Commander  kyeft  had  settled  accounts  with  you  and  brooder 
Cornelissch  and  sent  a  draft  for  about  Sooo  guilders  by  the  captured 
ship,  and  many  other  ihings  which  I  doubt  very  much.  If  it  is  true, 
another  draft  must  be  sent  to  me  at  the  first  opportunity.  Although 
the  lords  directors  had  agreed  with  me  that  they  would  deliver  there 
furs  or  merchandise  for  the  grain,  which  agreement  has  been  sent 
by  den  harinck,  I  am  satisfied  if  this  be  done  for  the  future;  but 
the  aforesaid  draft  must  be  sent  to  me  and  you  must  not  take  goods 
for  it,  as  I  send  herewith  by  the  ship  Den  en-gel  Gabriel  such  goods 
as  could  not  be  loaded  in  den  harinck,  together  with  many  other 
goods,  as  you  can  see  from  the  enclosed  invoice,  the  goods  sent  in 
Den  harinck  amounting  to  £565:1:8  and  those  in  this  ship  to 
{'6112:13,  for  which  I  shall  expect  goo  1  returns  in  furs  or  drafts. 
I  f  any  one  of  my  people  should  desire  any  money  here  in  this 
country,  have  that  transferred  to  the  books  of  the  Company  in  the 
custody  of  Mr  kyeft,  in  order  that  they  may  receive  it  here  from 
the  Company,  the  amount  to  be  charged  to  my  account  of  the  grain 
furnished.  .And  pay  those  to  whom  I  owe  anything  there  as  far 
as  possible  in  goods  or  by  transferring  their  accounts  and  so  avoid 
as  much  as  possible  issuing  any  drafts  to  me.  Enclosed  is  a  sealed 
ordinance  for  the  council  to  pass  and  put  into  effect  in  the  colony, 
together  w  ith  sealed  instructions  for  Cornells  Thcunissen  and  the 
copy  of  a  detailed  memorandum  of  payments  to  the  people ;  also 
four  authentic  copies  of  commissions  for  yourself,  for  Cornells 
I  heumsseii,  for  pieter  Cornellssen  and  nianrits  Janscn  van  broeck- 
huyscn,  the  sealed  originals  of  which  were  sent  by  the  ship  den 
harinck;  also  a  copy  of  the  memorial  marked  NB ;  from  all  of 
which,  as  well  as  from  the  copy  of  the  last  letter  and  from  this 
letter,  you  can  sufficiently  understand  my  meaning  and  intention. 
Mea<c  record  and  copy  all  [the  documents]  and  observe  everything 
carefully,  for  in  that  way  you  will  do  me  and  yourself" a  service, 
but  it  can  not  be  done  without  pains  and  I  shall  soon  find  out  whether 
you  can  carry  out  my  plans  or  whether  I  must  make  other  arrange- 
ments. Now  has  come  the  time  that  you  can  advance  yourself, 
therefore  avail  yourself  of  it.    Read  and  reread  all  my  writings  as 


454 


NEW  YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 


much  as  possible:  it  you  do  not  spare  pains  you  will  get  more 
experience  from  them  than  a  young  man  acquires  who  stays  four 
years  with  a  master  and  pays  in  addition  100  daelders  a  year.  But 
you  must  not  spare  quills  and  paper  and  must  reply  at  length  and 
punctually  to  everything  I  write,  not  from  memory,  but  by  placing 
before  yon  my  letters  and  instructions  and  answering,  point  for 
point,  and  do  not  follow  your  own  mind  but  the  will  and  intention 
of  your  master.  If  any  one  opposes  you,  give  me  discreet  infor- 
mation and  I  shall  support  you,  and  do  not  listen  to  people  who 
seek  theif  own  an1  vantage. 

In  box  No.  O.O.  is  a  wooden  model  of  a  small  church  ;75  please 
use  diligence  in  erecting  it  at  the  least  cost,  if  the  [building  of  the] 
farmhouses  docs  not  prevent  it.  I  have  at  Craloo  a  farmhouse 
of  that  shape,  which  is  60  feet  wide.  This  church  would  be  but 
48  feet  wide,  so  that  it  ought  not  to  cost  so  very  much.  However, 
the  upper  structure  is  somewhat  heavier  and  a  story  higher.  It 
is  my  definite  intention  that  this  church  be  put  opposite  Castle 
Island,  north  of  the  small  grove70  and  south  of  the  farm  of  Ccrnt 
dc  rcu.v,  deceased,  not  far  from  the  small  grove  on  a  small  hill,77 
near  or  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Cornells  Thcunissen  would  per- 
haps rather  have  it  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  but  I  am  firmly 
resolved  to  have  it  on  the  east  side,  at  the  aforesaid  spot.  Near 
this  church  ought  to  be  built  also  a  dwelling  for  the  minister  and 
one  for  the  sexton  and  this  at  the  least  expense;  to  this  end  the 
eight  farmers  should  bring  the  timbers  to  the  required  place,  Pictcr 
CorncUsscn  furnish,  the  boards  cheap  and  the  smith  and  especially 
the  carpenters  work  diligently.  Inquire  some  time  what  they 
would  ask  for  wages  for  these  three  buildings  with  a  palisade7* 
around  the  churchyard  and  write  me  about  it  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity, for  a^  long  as  there  i^  110  minister  it  can  stand  some  delay. 
It  depends  too  on  whether  pictcr  CorncUsscn  will  receive  enough 
in  tithes  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  church  and  the  salary  of  the 
minister,  but  tithes  will  increase  year  by  year  if  the  [number  of) 
farms  increases  somewhat,  for  which  I  long  very  much;  I  also 
hope  that  it  may  go  belter  henceforth  than  it  has  thus  far.  You 
must  in  every  way  look  out  to  whom  you  give  merchandise  and 
kerf)  distinct  reeords  and  send  me  the  accounts  of  what  was.  sent 
over  last  and  of  the  skfcts  received  in  return.    I  have  insure  1  fioo 

75  JnJc  Casxc  A'o.  O.O,  lechi  ccn  houtsmodel  r  an  cen  kcr<fxhen. 
T*  kct  bosj.'cn. 

n  t-jlliss.ide. 
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k:n<  to  be  sent  in  den  harinck  and  in  tins  ship.  You  can  govern 
yourself  accordingly  and  send  me  as  many  as  you  can  possibly  get, 
and  inasmuch  as  I  have  insured  them,  it  you  can  not  get  them 
otherwise,  try  to  obtain  some  from  Commander  kyeft  for  grain, 
or  buy  some-  from  the  freemen  or  others  for  merchandise,  or  in 
whatever  way  seems  best,  in  order  that  in  these  two  ships  the  600 
heavers  which  are  already  insured  may  be  se*nt  over  and  this  for 
my  own  account,  as  the  insurance  would  be  void  and  of  no  value 
if  any  one  else  should  share  therein.  You  must  be  very  careful 
about  that,  as  otherwise  I  might  easily  spend  money  uselessly  and 
not  be  insured.  But  what  is  sent  for  my  account  must  be  ex- 
pressly stated  in  the  letters  and  bills  of  lading  and  no  one  should 
send  anything  that  docs  not  belong  to  me,  as  I  have  insured  my 
own  goods  only  and  not  other  people's.  Therefore,  do  not  allow 
anybody  to  send  anything  that  does  not  belong  to  me;  if  any  one 
should  want  to  send  anything  to  me,  he  may  do  so  on  his  own 
account  but  not  under  my  name.  I  should  also  be  pleased,  and  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  ihe  people,  if  some  of  the  mechanics  and 
others  would  build  their  houses  around  the  church,  as  for  instance 
rcyer  Staff clscn  Smith,  who  would  be  nearer  to  the  farms  there 
than  anywhere  else;  also  the  wheelwright,  the  carpenter  and  such 
like,  but  as  they  are  freemen,  I  can  not  command  them.  However, 
you  will  not  neglect  to  inform  them  of  my  pleasure  in  the  matter. 
Pay  close  attention  also  to  the  inland  trade,  giving  the  people  of 
the  colony  merchandise  for  furs  and  selling  such  furs  again  for  mer- 
chandise at  the  manhatcs  or  to  other  people,  which  said  merchandise 
you  could  in  turn  exchange  for  furs  in  the  colony  and  in  this  way 
<'<»  me  a  great  service;  however  you  must  not  trade  on  credit  but 
exchange  goods  for  goods  and  I  will  take  notice  of  your  services 
and  give  you  a  proper  share  of  the  profits  which  you  realize,  or 
advance  you.  It  depends  only  on  good  management  to  bring  the 
most  of  the  trade  at  Fort  Orange,  aside  from  that  of  the  Company, 
into  my  hands7C*  but  if  you  want  to  mix  your  private  interests  with 
this  and  seek  your  own  advantage,  you  will  spoil  one  thing  as  well 
as  the  other,  for  which  you  must  look  out.  Wherewith  ending,  I 
commend  you  to  the  gracious  protection  of  Almighty  God  and 
greet  you  heartily  from  us  all.  I  shall  not  have  time  to  write  to 
any  one  else,  especially  to  picter  Cornelisscn  and  albert  andryesen, 
whom  I  wrote  by  den  harinck;  for  fear  the  [letters]  were  not 


"  bj€i  ni  mancqueeri  ntacr  god  bclcyt  omde  \nees\e  handelingn  Tanl  fort  oran-gieH 
f*«3  ten  (/,•  Co»-pr,  aen  my  te  brengen. 
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received,  I  send  enclosed  copies  which  you  will  hand  them  or  copy. 
But  if  they  received  the  originals  by  den  harinck,  you  may  keep 
them  or  tear  them  up.  Give  my  greetings  to  Chics  Ianscn  van 
naerdcu  and  recommend  to  him  to  see  to  the  putting  up  of  build- 
ings on  my  farms,  to  set  a  good  example  to  the  men,  in  everything 
to  serve  my  best  interests  and  to  build  the  church  in  such  a  way 
that  he  may  be  proud  oi  it.  Greet  also  my  cousin  maurits  Ianscn, 
recommending  him  to  be  diligent  and  economical  and  not  to  do  like 
others  but  to  be  straightforward.  Greet  also  the  other  farmers, 
urging  every  one  to  be  faithful  and  diligent,  and  do  not  forget 
Cornells  TJicunisscn,  reading  to  him  his  sealed  instructions  and 
urging  him  to  observe  them  carefully  and  to  assist  you  with  his 
best  advice.  Thys  barcntscn  Schocmacckcr  still  owes  me  a  good 
deal ;  let  him  pay  you  in  skins  at  a  reasonable  price.  You  must 
know  that  beaver  skins  have  gone  down  at  least  two  guilders  per 
marketable  skin  and,  since  they  are  sent  at  my  risk,  that  you  must 
get  them  proportionately  cheap.  Do  not  tell  anybody  that  I  have 
insured  some  skins. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft*50 

August  4,  1639 

Willem  Kieft,  in  New  Netherland 

In  Amsterdam,  this  4th  of  August  1639 
Hccr  Direct  cur:  On  the  12th  of  May  last,  by  the  ship  den 
harinck,  1  advised  your  honor  at  length  and  also  sent  the  invoice 
of  the  goods  amounting  to  1*4551  14,  which  I  intended  to  ship  on 
my  account  and  which  were  in  the  warehouse  in  plenty  of  time 
but  had  to  be  left  out  of  the  ship  on  account  of  lack  of  room.  On 
my  showing  my  dissatisfaction  about  this,  the  lords  directors 
resolved  to  h.-t  the  present  ship  den  en  gel  Gabriel  follow  (which 
has  taken  already  pretty  long)  ;  as  the  fault  was  on  their  side 
and  I  had  given  notice  of  my  goods  at  least  six  weeks  before  the 
departure  of  den  harinck,  they  are  themselves  the  cause  of 
this  double  expense.  T  send  enclosed  the  invoice  of  what  I  have 
bought  since  the  former  invoice,  amounting  to  1*2126:4:8,  at  the 
utmost,  including  expenses,  which  together  with  the  preceding  con- 
signment of  f 45 5 1  14,  amounts  to  '6677:8:8.  Hereof  has  been 
shipped  in  den  harinck  ^65:3  :8,  consisting  of  ironwork  and  smith's 

*"  ['.  h\  B.  Mss,  Letter  H<<<>!;,  f.\i&.    In  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rrnssclaer. 
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coal  shipped  by  J  cr  animus  la  crois  to  the  amount  of  1459:9;  a 
small  square  box  Xo.  D.D.  at  {87:0:8;  a  small  keg- of  soap  No.  V, 
at  f  lS:S.  The  rest,  amounting-  to  iOi  12 : 13/1  goes  in  this  ship,  of 
which  the  lords  directors  will  send  your  honor  the  invoice  and  if 
they  fail  to  do  so,  which  I  hope  they  will  not,  your  honor  can  see 
[what  this  rest  is]  from  my  invoice  sent  by  den  harinck  and  the  en- 
closed additional  invoice  itself.  Is  lay  Almighty  God  watch  over  it 
all  that  it  may  arrive  in  time  to  be  sent  to  the  colony  before  winter, 
in  furthering  which  your  honor's  diligence  will  oblige  me  ex- 
ceedingly. 

Since  my  last  letter  T  have  learned  to  my  sorrow  that  the  ship 
de  lijefde  which  was  nearly  safe  before  7  Vlijc*'1  (which  it  did 
not  want  to  enter)  yeas  taken  by  the  Dunkirkers  between  there  and 
the  Texel,  ail  letters  and  papers  being  cut  to  pieces811  and  thrown 
overboard,  so  that  1  have  not  received  a  word  of  writing,  though 
I  am  told  that  there  were  many  letters  addressed  to  me,  especially 
one  from  your  honor,  the  loss  of  which  annoys  me  exceedingly, 
as  it  seems  to  have  contained  an  order  on  the  Company  for  a 
considerable  sum  which  I  can  not  demand  now  for  lack  of  advice 
and  proof.  If  this  is  so  it  must  be  for  grain  furnished,  the  pay 
for  which  I  shall  now  have  to  forego  so  much  longer.  I  request 
your  honor  therefore  and  shall  depend  on  you  to  send  me  another 
order,  as  well  as  copies  of  your  honor's  letters.  I  had  agreed  with 
the  Company  that  your  honor  should  there  pay  for  my  grain  in 
furs,  merchandise,  money  or  credits,  and  your  honor  has  been 
notified  hereof  by  den  harinck,  but  as  it  has  not  been  done  that 
way  now,  I  shall  once  more  expect  the  aforesaid  order  on  the 
Company  and  hope  that  in  the  future  the  grain  which  is  furnished 
your  honor  will  be  paid  for  in  merchandise  or  furs  as  aforesaid. 
I  send  herewith  a  cop)  of  my  Iasi  letter  sent  by  den  harinck,  but 
as  I  hope  that  the  originals  have  arrived  safely  I  keep  the  [copies 
of  the]  documents  and  papers  which  were  sent  to  your  honor  with 
the  original  letter.  /  send  your  honor  also  a  pozeer  of  attorney 
from  the  heirs  of  Gerrit  de  reux,  deceased,  which  I  accept  for  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned ,  requesting  your  honor  to  scud  all  the  papers, 
gpods  and  effects,  together  with  the  inventory  of  the  said  de  Reux 
/<>  me,  in  order  to  settle  all  accounts  :eith  the  said  Jieirs,  I  should 
also**  be  very  Had  to  know  your  honor's  future  intentions  regard- 

11  It  will  he  seen  thai  the  amounts  here  given  dp  not  check-  properly. 
,s  The  VHe;  channel  between  the  islands  of  Vlieland  and  Tcrschelling;  on  the  north 
cast  ot  Holland. 

M  »»i  ttucken  gesneden. 

**  Tbfs  n    age  is  underlined  in  the  Letter  Book 
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ing  my  grain,  whether  I  must  expect  beaver  skins  or  merchandise 
or  other  payment  for  it,  for  if  beavers,  I  could  insure  them  here 
if  I  knew  in  advance  how  many  to  expect  and  by  what  ship,  and  it 
merchandise,  I  would  send  so  much  less  from  here,  so  that  this 
ignorance  of  what  to  expect  is  quite  detrimental  to  me.  Mean- 
while, the  farmers  who  have  their  share  in  the  grain  might  wish 
to  go  insured  under  my  name  and  I  might  suffer  loss,  as  would 
have  happened  if  1  had  had  beaver  skins  in  the  ship  de  lijefdc. 
And  as  I  have  as  yet  no  one  among  my  people  who  has  any 
business  training,  I  ask  you  kindly  to  help  them  a  little  in  drawing 
up  bills  of  lading  and  other  receipts  in  order  that  in  case  of  los^ 
I  may  satisfy  the  insurance  agents  and  that  no  one's  goods  may 
be  mixed  with  mine.  In  the  hope  of  a  good  consignment  both  by 
the  ship  den  liar  kick  and  by  this  ship,  1  have  insured  6oo  beaver 
skins  on  the  home  voyage.  If  my  people  should  not  be  able  to 
send  that  number  in  both  ships,  please  to  add  some  at  my  risk, 
in  payment  for  the  grain  which  I  furnished  since  the  aforesaid 
order  on  the  Company,  in  order  that  I  may  not  have  to  ask  for  any 
rebate  from  the  insurance  agents.  Said  beaver  skins  must  also 
be  entered  on  my  bill  of  lading  under  my  name.  Your  honor  can 
do  this  in  conformity  with  the  letter  from  the  lords  directors  and 
it  would  be  an  accommodation  with  respect  to  the  rebate ;  also, 
since  the  said  beavers  have  so  much  depreciated,  a  price  of  fa1  L> 
a  lb,  according  to  the  former  resolution  of  the  council  there,  is 
not  as  favorable  to  me  as  your  honor  has  made  it  out  to  be.  I 
have  written  to  my  people  that  they  must  pay  the  duty  on  my 
furs  to  your  honor,  but  in  view  of  the. fact  that  the  freight  of  the 
merchandise  must  be  paid  there,  the  lords  directors  would  be 
pleased  to  receive  the  duty  here,  as  I  have  always  done  formerly 
and  even  now  recently  with  Jacob  phmclc.  In  that  case  my  ac- 
count there  should  not  be  charged  with  it.  The  15th  article  of 
the  Freedoms  >avs  also  clearly  that  the  guilder  on  each  merchant- 
able skin  ,  must  be  paid  here.  I  intended  to  send  several  farm 
laborers  by  this  ship,  but  Dirrick  Stijpcl,  on  whom  I  relied,  has 
deceived  me.  The  banns  for  his  marriage  were  published  here 
for  the  third  time;  at  present  he  can  not  be  found.  Apparently 
he  has  told  me  many  lies,  so  that  I  am  anxious  to  get  copies  of  the 
letters  sent  by  de  lijefdc  together  with  the  new  ones.  Vale. 


< 
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Instructions  to   Cornells   Teunisz   van   Breuckelen   as  repre- 
sentative of  the  patroons:> 

August  ./,  1639 

Instructions  for  Cornell's  Theunissen  van  bxeuckel,  representative  of 
the  patroon  and  tile  participants  of  the  colony  of  Rensselaers- 
wyck,  according  to  which  as  well  as  other  [rules]  he  must 
govern  himself  in  defending  the  rights  of  his  lord  and  master 

First,  he  shall  take  care  and  help  bring  it  about  that  means  be 
found  to  pay  the  persons  connected  with  the  church  and  the  govern- 
ment and  to  that  end  give  the  receiver  of  the  tithes  every  possible 
help  and  assistance;  also  at  the  least  expense  to  the  patroon  further 
the  erection  of  the  church,  a  model  of  which  is  sent  herew  ith  (and 
which  must  be  put  up  north  of  the  pine  grove  and  south  of  the 
farm  of  de  lads  burcli  on  a  hill  which  is  there  near  the  river)80 
seeking  to  contract  for  the  same  with  the  carpenters  and  writing  to 
me  what  wages  they  ask;  also,  further  the  erection  of  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  minister  and  one  for  the  sexton,  and  if  necessary 
cause  them  to  be  surrounded  with  palisades,  for  which,  the  eight 
farmers  ought  to  bring  the  timber  to  the  place  and  to  which  others 
must  contribute  proportionally. 

Next,  he  shall  see  to  it  that  the  council  of  the  colony  shall  as  a 
rule  be  complete  and  consist  of  seven  capable  persons,  or,  when  the 
inhabitants  increase,  of  nine  persons,  leaving  vacant  the  following- 
three  places  till  they  shall  be  filled  by  the  patroon  by  commissions 
under  seal:  first,  the  place  of  director  general  of  the  colony  till  the 
patroon  shall  qualify  somebody  for  it;  secondly,  the  place  of  opper- 
co minis  of  the  colony  till  such  time  as  aforesaid;  thirdly,  the  place 
of  officer  of  justice  till  such  time  as  aforesaid.  And  as  the  place  of 
officer  of  justice  ought  not  to  be  vacant,  the  patroon  has  provision- 
ally and  till  further  orders  qualified  thereto  the  following  three 
persons:  Arundt  Win  Curler,  who  is  at  the  same  time  secretary 
and  bookkeeper;  Cornells  Theunissen  i\in  breuckel,  who  is  also  rep- 
resentative of  the  patroon  and  of  the  participants  of  the  colony; 
Pieter  Cornelissen  van  nntnnekeudain,  who  is  also  receiver  of  the 
tithes  and  supercargo  of  the  vessel.  Which  three  persons,  for  the 
prevention  of  all  disorder,  abuse,  violence  and  trouble,  shall  in  good 

*  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book.  f.t6$.    Extracts  in  V.  R.  B.  Vss  36. 

sc  moddel  vande  kcrcLe  (.die  gcstelt  sail  ivordcn,  benoorden  hct  grene  bos,  ende 
besuydem  dc  bowuterye  vande  lacts  burch,  op  ecu  hoochte  die  aldaer  is  byde  reviere) 
dat  hyer  r.evens  £csondcn  wordt. 
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accord  nil  the  place  of  officer  and  execute  the  same  either  by  unan- 
imity or  majority  of  votes,  without  however  outvoting  avail  van 
Corler,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  office  is  chiefly  entrusted  though  he 
is  to  be  assisted  by  the  others. 

And  as  the  office  of  opper-commis  can  not  very  well  be  left  vacant 
either,  since  the  patroon  lias  already  sent  various  goods  and  hereby 
sends  others,  arent  van  Corler  who  was  engaged  as  assistant  shah 
provisionally  and  till  further  orders  fill  the  said  office  also.  But  as 
he  already  has  several  positions  and  the  patroon  does  not  dare- 
charge  him  with  so  many  nor  trust  him  with  the  provisional  ex- 
ecution, he  shall  accept  the  aid  of  hicob  leolfertseiij  the  son  of 
ivolfert  gcrritscn,  in  the  capacity  of  onder-commis  living  at  the 
vianhatans,  who  has  offered  his  services  by  letter.  But  if  he  should 
not  want  to  be  onder-commis,  arent  will  have  to  do  the  best  he  can 
with  the  advice  of  Cornells  Theunissen  van  breuckel,  till  the  patroon 
shall  make  other  arrangements  according  to  circumstances.  At  all 
events  he  shall  take  care  that  the  books  are  not  neglected  and  that 
yearly  all  accounts  be  closed  and  sent  over,  as  well  of  the  farms, 
showing  what  the  houses  cost  and  what  the  farms  yearly  produce, 
as  of  the  tobacco  plantations,  sawmills  and  the  like  authorized  by 
the  patroon;  also  the  yearly  accounts  of  the  carpenters,  showing 
what  profit  or  loss  each  one  in  particular  is  to  him,  matters  about 
which  jacob  plane  has  been  very  negligent,  having  brought  home 
his  books  entirely  unclosed.  And  in  case  arent  van  Corler  could  nut 
close  all  accounts  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  must  nevertheless  send 
the  books,  as  from  these  the  patroon  shall  best  be  able  to  judge  of 
his  capacity  and  know  whether  he  can  advance  him  to  a  higher 
office,  for  everything  depends  on  the  closing  of  the  accounts  and 
without  that  it  is  entirely  blind  man's  work.  Therefore  if  arent  has 
the  least  hesitation  about  accepting  this  office,  let  him  write  about  it 
at  once  and  the  patroon  will  immediately  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements; for  that  he  keeps  the  office  open  is  principally  to  see 
what  ability  areiult  has  and  it  depends  upon  this  whether  the  patroon 
shall  let  him  remain  commercial  assistant87  or  promote  him  to  such 
higher  office  as  he  shall  deem  him  capable  of  filling,  which  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  with  regard  to  his  future  advancement,  as  in 
this  way  he  can  climb  in  a  few  years  higher  than  he  ^otherwise  could 
in  many. 

Coming  now  to  the  director-generalship  of  the  colony,  as  the 
other  offices  are  well  tilled,  the  patroon  can  await  a  favorable  op- 
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portunity  without  hurrying  about  it,  as  lime  will  reveal  to  him  who 
will  further  his  interests  most  and  who  is  most  suitable  to, the  office. 

Taking  the  matter  as  it  is  at  present,  leaving  open  the  three 
aforesaid  places,  the  present  council  shall  consist  of  arcnt  ran  Corlcr, 
Cornells  Thcunisscn  van  breuckel  and  Pictcr  Coniclisscn  van 
munnekendam,  to  whom  the  aforesaid  three  councilors  shall  add 
four  persons  to  be  selected  from  among'  those, who  have  been  coun- 
cilors before  or  other  suitable  persons  who  have;  come  later.  The 
secretary  shall  communicate  the  names  of  those  chosen  to  the 
patroon  who,  if  he  thinks  them  suitable,  shall  approve  them,  as  the 
patroon  does  not  intend  that  any  election  of  councilors  shall  be  final 
unless  he  has  nominated  or  at  least  approved  them.  And  as  to  the 
instructions  for  the  aforesaid  councilors,  the  patroon  will  according 
to  circumstances  cause  them  to  be  drawn  up  later  after  careful  de- 
liberation. Meanwhile  he  warns  and  orders  the  aforesaid  councilors 
not  to  make  any  changes  in,  or  put  any  interpretation  upon,  the  con- 
tracts made  here  in  the  fatherland  by  the  patroon  with  any  in- 
dividuals, as  he  begins  to  notice  already  that  each  contracting  party 
is  inclined  to  interpret  and  violate  the  contract  made  with  his  patroon 
according  to  his  own  liking,  whereas  the  patroon  intends  that  all 
contracts  made  with  him  here  in  the  fatherland  shall  be  subject  to 
the  judicature  of  this  country,  to  which  the  patroon  also  freely 
submits  himself,  not  wanting  in  the  least  to  be  a  judge  in  his  own 
case.  However,  if  any  necessary  or  useful  changes  not  intended  for 
selfish  purposes  arc  needed  in  the  contracts  made,  the  representative 
of  the  patroon  shall  propose  them  to  the  council  in  the  presence  of 
the  party  interested,  if  they  come  from  the  side  of  the  patroon,  or 
coming  from  the  side  of  the  contracting  party,  such  person  shall 
propose  them  in  the  presence  of  the  representative,  whereupon  both 
parties  withdrawing,  the  council  shall  carefully  consider  the  matter 
without  favor  or  disfavor  to  either  side  and  finding  the  change  use- 
ful or  further  interpretation  desirable  shall  communicate  their  advice 
to  the  patroon  for  his  approval  or  further  order.  This  they  shall 
do  also  with  regard  to  all  contracts  or  agreements  with  the  patroon 
for  which  application  may  be  made  in  that  country. 

Coming  now  to  the  private  interests  of  the  patroon,  the  repre- 
sentative shall  see  to  it  that  in  the  matter  of  prices  of  such  goods  or 
material^  as  are  entered  on  his  account,  such  as  boards  or  other 
lumber  sawn  by  band  or  by  the  mill,  the  patroon  is  not  overcharged 
and.  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  patroon,  shall  have  a  schedule  of 
prices  prepared  by  neutral  persons  appointed  by  the  council  of  the 
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colony;  also  of  the  wages  in  so  tar  as  they  arc  not  fixed  by  contracts 
with  the  freemen.  It  is  a  selfish  principle  that  they  want  to  make 
the  patroon  pay  as  much  as  they  claim  they  can  get  from  others 
when  one  bears  m  mind  that  they  use  his  lumber,  for  if  they  nse 
such  arguments  against  him,  could  he  not  maintain  with  much 
more  reason  that  they  ought  hrst  to  satisfy  him  for  his  lumber  and 
that  then  he  would  be  on  the  same  basis  as  others?  The  principal 
question  therefore,  as  far  as  he  ib  concerned,  is  that  of  the  wages, 
which  he  will  gladly  pa)'  if  they  are  fair,  but  he  has  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  purchasing  at  a  high  price  his  own  lumber  from  people 
to  whom  he  gives  it  for  nothing;  therefore  a  fixed  rate  ought  to  be 
decided  upon  as  to  how  much  he  shall  pay  for  all  sorts  of  boards, 
of  which  lie  has  thus  tar  received  no  advice  or  information  and  the 
representative  shall  submit  the  said  prices  to  the  patroon's  approval. 

The  representative  shall  warn  all  persons  who  are  unwilling  or 
not  ready,  to  hand  in  their  yearly  account  to  the  secretary  and 
bookkeeper,  or  to  come  to  him  to  liquidate  their  accounts  in  con- 
formity to  his  instructions,  and  those  who  refuse  to  do  so  after  sev- 
eral warnings  he  shall  summon  before  the  council  in  order  to  com- 
pel them  thereto  by  law.  lie  shall  also  see  to  it  that  the  ordinance 
relating  to  the  registration  and  shipment  of  goods  as  well  as  to  the 
delivery  of  grain  by  the  farmers,  issued  on  the  third  of  this  month 
and  properly  sealed  and  signed,  may  have  its. full  effect  and  in  case 
any  one  shall  undertake  to  oppose  it  he  shall  proceed  against  him 
according  to  law  and  send  the  name  to  the  patroon. 

lie  shall  also  see  to  It  that  all  furs,  tobacco  or  goods  which  are 
sent  to  the  fatherland  by  the  commis  of  the  colony  or  whoever  shall 
fill  that  place,  be  properly  packed  and  marked,  specifying  for  whose 
account  they  were  sent,  and  shall  procure  three  bills  of  lading  or 
receipts  therefor  either  from  the  skipper  or  from  the  honorable 
director  general  of  the  Chartered  West  India  Company,  one  of  the<c 
to  be  sent  to  the  patroon  with  the  goods,  the  second  to  be  sent  at  the 
next  opportunity  and  the  third  one  to  remain  there. 

He  shall  also  see  to  it  that  each  year  accounts  be  settled  with  the 
honorable  director  general  of  the  aforesaid  Company  as  to  the  grain 
delivered,  the  accounts  to  specify  whether  it  was  paid  for  in  furs 
or  merchandise  or  other  goods,  always  procuring  the  best  advantage 
for  the  patroon  and  taking  care  that  the  furs  be  sent  to  the  father- 
land at  the  first  opportunity  and  in  the  best  ships. 

Tie  shall  further  see  to  it  that  all  persons  in  the  colony  who  need 
any  goods  shall  each  year  notify  thereof  the  commis  or  whoever 
takes  his  place  in  order  that  these  orders  may  be  sent  together  to 
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the  patroon  and  the  goods  bought  here  in  a  regular  manner  and 
sent  thither  when  convenient,  as  it  is  inconvenient  for  the  patroon  to 
correspond  about  this  with  every  one  individually;  and  this  he  shall 
let  every  one  know. 

He  shall  also  see  to  it  that  a  sharp  distinction  be  made  between 
goods  which  on  the  patroon's  behalf  are  given  to  any  one  in  discount 
of  salary,  daily  wages,  sums  due  for  grain  and  boards  delivered  and 
the  like  and  such  other  goods  as  are  furnished  to  be  bartered  for 
furs,  which  furs  must  in  turn  be  delivered  to  the  commis  of  the 
colony  or  to  his  substitute,  in  conformity  with  the  conditions  and 
contract  of  the  freemen  heretofore  sent  by  the  ship  den  Harinck, 
and  he  shall  exclude  all  persons  who  should  want  to  violate  the 
same  and  in  no  wise  admit  to  the  colony  any  residents  who  intend 
to  do  so. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  patroon  that  his  representative  shall 
actually  perform  all  that  is  written  above,  as  every  one  is  charged 
with  his  own  duties,  but  that  he  shall  sec  to  it  and  cause  those  whom 
it  concerns  to  do  so  and  in  order  that  no  one  may  have  any  doubt 
that  what  is  above  written  is  the  will  of  his  patroon,  the  said 
patroon  has  thought  fit  to  seal  these  instructions  with  the  seal  of  the 
colony  and  to  sign  the  same  this  fourth  of  August  1639,  in 
Amsterdam. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jonkheer  Gerrit  van  Arnhemss 

October  2Q,  1 6 ?Q 

Joneker  Gerrit  ran  Airnhem,  deputy  to  the  assembly  of  the  High 
and  Mighty  Lords  the  States  General,  at  the  Hague 

This  2Qth  of  October  1639 
I  still  find  myself  with  your  honor's  very  agreeable  letter  dated 
September  17,  1038,  from  which  I  understand  that  it  is  your 
honor's  sincere  opinion  and  intention  concerning  the  colonies  in 
New  Netherland  that  the  first  occupants  ought  not  to  be  preju- 
diced in  the  rights  which  they  have  obtained,  to  which  you  add 
that  one  can  not  pass  conditions  fin  favor  of  one  person]  which 
are  to  the  prejudice  of  another  who  has  already  obtained  rights; 
truly  the  Upright  feeling  of  a  faithful  magistrate, •  and  would  to 
God  that  all  the  directors  of  the  West  India  Company  had  the 
same  feeling,  they  would  not  then  pass  freedoms  contrary  to  it. 


«  V.  P.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.ii6b. 
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It  has  pleased  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX  in  its  last  session,  without 
mention  of  the  matter  in  the  call  for  the  meeting-,  to  devise  other 
and  less  liberal  freedoms  than  those  of  the  years  1628  and  1629,^ 
and  they  try  to  bring  me  indirectly  under  that  yoke  and  to  take 
away  from  me  what  I  have  possessed  so  long  and  what  has  cost 
me  so  many  thousand".  The  net  which  they  have  spread  is  this, 
that  quite  improperly  they  make  the  heading  read :  Freedoms  and 
Exemptions,  etc.,  for  all  patroons,  masters,  or  private  individuals 
who  —  N.B. —  have  planted  or  who  shall  plant  any  colonies  in 
New  Netherland,  which  words  "  have  planted  "  are  the  venom  with 
which  they  try  to  poison  me.  They  have  kept  this  so  secret  that 
I  did  not  know  anything  about  it  before  the  close  of  the  session 
of  the  XTX  and  later  found  it  unc  accidentally  when  I  requested 
Air  Hamel  to  let  me  read  the  said  Freedoms,  which  he  refused, 
notwithstanding  the  same  in  my  absence  seem  to  have  been  read 
in  the  meeting  of  the  chief  participants  practically  without  remark, 
and  what  has  happened  further  your  honor  will  be  able  to  see  from 
the  enclosed  petition.  And  as  your  honor  in  the  aforesaid  letter 
was  pleased  10  give  me  a  favorable  reply,  stating  that  you  would 
gladly  see  to  it  that  I  am  not  injured  in  my  good  rights,  and  also 
because  your  honor,  the  first  named  of  the  committee  of  their  High 
Mightinesses,  is  also  appointed  to  investigate  my  case,  I  take  the 
liberty  to  address  myself  to  your  honor  in  the  first  place,  the 
matter  being  now  so  much  more  dangerous  than  when  through 
the  earnest  appeal  of  the  honorable  Burgomaster  Coenradus  in 
brief  these  words  were  inserted,  namely  "that  no  one  —  N.B. — - 
henceforth  or  hereafter,"  and  now  in  his  honor's  absence  instead 
of  "  hereafter,"  we  get  practically  the  sense  of  "here  before," 
which  is  a  shameful  distortion  and  a  sly  Italian  trick;  where  it 
comes  from  I  do  not  know.  Inasmuch  then  as  this  is  as  much 
more  dangerous  as  no  differs  from  yes,90  I  must  be  more  careful 
and  such  persons  ought  to  be  given  a  sharp  reprimand  for  this 
distortion  by  their  High  Mightinesses.  My  request  is  that  your 
honor  will  please  once  more  take  trouble  and  in  your  capacity  as 
member  of  the  committee  present  the  accompanying  petition  at  the 
meeting  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  or  else  to  have  this  done  by 
the  Hon.  Mr  van  voarhont,91  deputy  to  the  XTX;  as  I  had  no  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  this  deceit  till  the  very  last,  I  had  the  honor 

*9  and re  sen  ile  rryhceden  tc  beramen  als  die  '.  ■aide  Jaren  l62&  cn  i6?q. 
*"'  Peu-ijle  dan  deesen  soo  veel  t'periculeuset  is  als  hct  necn  van'ket  iac  vcrscheelt. 
Duyst  van  Voorhout;  ?ce  Doc.  rcl.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  1:io6. 


VAN  RENSSELAER  B0VV1EU  MANUSCRIPTS 


4^5 


to  speak  to  his  honor  about  it  but  once,  the  day  before  his  de- 
parture, at  least  when  I  came  again  the  next  day  he  had  left; 
however,  I  think  that  his  honor  pretty  well  understood  the  matter. 
Or  else,  if  your  honor  deem  it  advisable,  you  might  have  the 
petition  handed  in  by  the  president  of  their  High  Mightinesses ; 
whatever  your  honor  may  do  in  the  matter  will  be  agreeable  to 
me.  Although  the.  petition  may  be  somewhat  prolix,  the  con- 
clusion and  my  request  are  very  brief,  asking  only  for  a  certificate 
de  non  praejudicaiido'"2  in  order  not  to  be  judged  without  having 
been  heard  or  summoned,  I  hope  that  their  High  Mightinesses 
will  not  refuse  me  this  and  I  should  be  still  more  pleased  if  your 
honor  would  send  me  the  same  with  a  letter  ;  or  else,  if  this  is  too 
much  trouble  for  your  honor,  if  you  would  indicate  to  my  friend 
matthys  miller/3  the  bringer  of  this  letter,  from  whom  he  should 
demand  my  aforesaid  petition,  with  a  view  of  returning  it  to  me. 
If,  as  I  hope,  I  should  obtain  an  apostil  to  the  above  effect,  no 
matter  how  simple  it  may  be.  I  think  that  the  directors  will  in  the 
future  leave  me  unmolested  and  not  use  further  tricks,  for  their 
dispute  with  me  is  without  foundation,  especially  now  that  they 
throw  open  to  everybody  the  fur  trade,  about  which  they  have  so 
violently  disputed  and  litigated  with  the  patroons.  I  hope  that 
before  the  end  of  this  year  I  shall  receive  some  more  returns  of 
furs,  in  which  case  I  shall  nor  neglect  to  send  your  honor  some  of  the 
best  beavers  in  view  of  the  repeated  trouble  which  your  honor 
has  had  in  this  difficult  matter.  My  nephew,  the  director,  has 
come  back ;  the  Company  can  not  convict  him  on  a  single  point  and 
the  former  fiscal,  dincklagcn,  who  slandered  him  so  shamefully, 
instead  of  coming  himself  has  sent  his  wife,  and  I  take  it  that 
they  received  such  a  reply  that  they  will  henceforth  leave  the  Hon 
Company  and  the  director  unmolested. 


actc  van  Nonprciuditic ;  an  instrument  safeguarding  the  patroon's  rights. 
93  Written  A*alhys  Midler,  on  p.  450. 
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Memorandum  of  matters  for  cousin  de  Casembroot  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  3ecietary  Musch94 

November  1630 

Memorandum  of  matters  for  cousin  CasembrootJv®  to  commend  to 
the  attention  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  Mnscli 

1639,  November 

•  When  the  question  of  New  Netherland.  or  the  freedoms  lately 
framed  by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX  shall  be  presented  to  their 
High  Mightinesses  for  approval,  that  his  honorable  worship  will 
please  to  remember  that  the  said  Assembly  of  the  XIX  did,  first 
in  the  year  1628  and  then  in  the  year  1629  by  way  of  resumption 
and  amendment,  issue  similar  Freedoms  and  Exemptions,  upon 
which  several  patroons  established  their  colonies,  of  whom  some 
indeed  have  sold  theirs  to  the  Company;  and  that,  inasmuch  as 
kiliaen  van  rensselaer,  patroon  of  the  colony  called  Rensselaers- 
wyck,  and  acknowledged  as  such  patroon  in  several  letters90  from 
their  High  Mightinesses,  has  so  far  kept  and  maintained  his 
colony  upon  the  aforesaid  Freedoms,  he  begs  the  aforesaid  secre- 
tary to  recommend  that  before  these  new  freedoms  which  are  very 
injurious  to  him  and  his  associates  are  approved,  their  High 
Mightinesses  will  take  care  that  the  aforesaid  patroons  and  private 
persons  be  maintained  without  prejudice  in  all  the  rights  and 
possessions  which  they  have  already  obtained,  and  that  in  these 
new  Freedoms  a  clause  be  inserted  to  the  effect  that  the  first  occu- 
pants (according  to  article  5)  be  not  curtailed  or  prejudiced  in 
their  acquired  rights ;  to  which  matter  he.  rensselaer,  is  obliged 
to  pay  the  more  diligent  attention  as  the  Company  in  these  new 
freedoms  makes  no  mention  whatever  of  the  preceding,  but  on  the 
contrary  seems  to  try  to  include  him  under  the  new  ones,  calling 
them  in  the  title,  not  "  Freedoms,  etc..  for  those  who  shall  plant 
colonies  or  send  cattle,"  but  "  Freedoms  etc.  for  tho^c  who  have 
already  planted  colonies  or  sent  cattle  and  who  shall  vet  do  so," 
which  being  the  case,  their  High  Mightinesses  would  without  their 
knowledge  and  intention  deprive  htm.  rensselaer,  of  what  they  have 
already  acknowledged  to  be  his;  and  as  the  Hon.  Messrs  Anthem 

**  V.  R.  D.  3T.tr,  l.ctlrr  Rook,  f.rijb. 

M  nicl-.t   Casembrooth  ;  presumably   the   widow  of  Councilor   Jan   Leonard   de  Casem- 
broot; see  note  on  p.  gag.     ffictit  may  mean  cither  female  cousin  or  niece. 
—  rnisti;  c>i. 
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and  van  Voorhoiit  have  some  knowledge  of  this  also,  the  hon- 
orable secretary  is  very  kindly  requested  and  prayed  to  take  care, 
when  this  matter  comes  up,  that  no  one  be  unwittingly  defrauded. 
Which  doing,  etc. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Jacob  Albertsz  Planck07 

December  0,  1639 ' 

Jacop  planck,  at  Edam 

This  9th  of  December  1639,  in  Amsterdam 
Having  received  by  the  ship  den  ha  r  inch  the  account  of  the  grain 
furnished  to  the  Company  and  comparing  the  same  with  your 
memorandum,  I  discover  some  discrepancies  which  you  can  no  doubt 
explain  to  me.  In  your  memorandum  is  written  :  from  Gcfrit  de 
reux,  1638,  8  April,  169  schepels  of  wheat,  again  140,  again  34, 
again  81  schepels;  from  Brant  Peelcn,  10S  schepels.  again  108, 
again  9S  schepels;  from  Cornells  theunlssen ,  115  schepels;  together 
S53  schepels  of  wheat.  In  the  account  of  Director  kijeft  is  written, 
1638,  19  March,  from  brandt  peelen,  43  schepels;  12  April,  from 
jacob  planch,  275  schepels;  18  May,  from  jacob  planck,  355  schepels; 
together  673  schepels.  Advise  me  at  the  earliest  opportunity  how 
this  difference  is  to  be  accounted  for,  that  Kijeft  pays  me  less  than 
you  have  noted  down.  On  account  of  high  water,  I  have  suffered 
great  loss  in  my  colony,  both  in  grain  and  in  animals  which  were 
drowned.  Jt  is  the  Lord's  will  and  we  must  have  patience.  On 
the  other  hand,  eight  farms  have  been  established  which  have  a 
surplus  of  horses  hut  are  much  short  of  cattle.  When  you  meet- 
some  good  farm  laborers,  please  keep  an  eye  on  them,  as  I  intend 
to  send  some  more  thither. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssartf's 

May  3,  1640 

Toussain  Muijssarl,  at  Ley  den 

In  Amsterdam,  this  3d  of  May  1640 
Yours  with  the  12  duffels  anil  25  blankets  in  two  packages  re- 
ceived.   I  deem  it  advisable  to  keep  the  rugsrr)  and  have  credited 
the  amount  603  guilders  16  st  on  [your  share  of]  the  seventh  as- 
sessment for  the  colon  v.    As  I  have  already  paid  for  the  greater 

97  r.  R.  B.  Mrs,  Letter  Honk,  f.ii;h.  Tins  Tetter  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer. 

"V.  R.B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.118. 
K  Carfetten. 
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part  of  the  cargo  which  we  shall  send  and  as  I  shall  also  have  to 
provide  the  assessment  of  trip  together  with  the  money  required 
for  buying;  him  out,  I  am  quite  short  of  funds.  Please  therefore 
do  me  the  kindness  to  request  Mr  dc  lact  that  his  honor  will  please 
send  me  his  quota,  being-  600  guilders,  at  the  first  opportunity.  I 
hope  that  the  Lord  will  grant  us  good  returns. 

The  Campen  duffels  1  have  also  in  the  house.  They  contain  a 
good  many  yards  mure  than  those  from  Ley  den  and  are  at  least 
two  or  three  fingers  wider.  Before  I  pack  them.  I  shall  com- 
pare them  with  the  others  and  see  which  I  like  better  at  the  price. 

I  shall  expect  the  three  blankets  at  the  hrst  opportunity,  as  the 
ship  is  beginning  to  make  preparations.  I  have  already  engaged 
four  worthy  farm  laborers  and  two  free  men  and  it  seems  that 
the  daughters  of  brant  pcclcn  are  both  resolving  to  go  along,  while 
their  father  hopes  to  secure  some  boys  also,  so  that  I  hope  that  no 
less  than  12  persons  will  go  to  the  colony;  may  God  protect  them. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart1 

May  7,  1640 
Toussain  MuijssartJ  at  Lcyden 

This  7th  of  May  1640 

Your  favor  of  the  5th  received.  I  shall  expect  the  three  blankets 
at  the  earliest  opportunity  and  also  examine  closely  into  the  re- 
spective qualities  of  the  Campen  and  Leyden  duffels.  We  were 
already  last  Saturday  busy  comparing  them.  In  general  the  Cam- 
pen  duffels  are  much  wider  than  those  from  Leyden,  but  that  is  not 
strange  as  I  had  them  made  that  way  on  purpose.  The  pieces  are 
also  about  10  yards  longer  than  those  from  Leyden.  The  wool 
of  one  of  the  consignments  from  Campen,  for  I  have  two  of  them, 
is  also  fully  as  good  as  that  of  the  other  but  the  red  color  of  the 
Leyden  duffels  is  superior.  We  shall  look  into  this  more  closely 
yet  and  weigh  every  piece  to  see  how  much  wool  it  contains,  and 
for  our  guidance  make  a  note  of  the  quality,  the  price,  the  color 
and  whatever  else  is  of  importance.  I  sec  your  advice  as  to  the 
tobacco.  I  have  a  hard  time  selling  it;  there  are  many  people  that 
look  at  it  but  few  that  make  an  offer. 

I  am  further  surprised  and  grieved  that  Mr  dc  lact  refuses  to 
pay  his  quota  Unless  1  declare  myself  as  to  my  understanding  of 

1  V.  R.  n.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.nG. 
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the  patroonship.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  request  is  made  of  me 
at  an  inopportune  time,  as  the  goods  have  been  bought  at  common 
expense  and  nearly  all  are  paid  for  and  as  this  declaration  needs 
ripe  deliberation  and  consideration,  so  that  I  can  not  make  it  so 
promptly  without  perhaps  injuring  myself.  This  declaration  I 
make  with  all  my  heart  over  my  signature,  that  I  do  not  seek  in  the 
least  to  defraud  any  one  of  the  participants  of  what  belongs  to  them, 
trusting  that  they  in  the  same  way  will  not  curtail  me  in  my  rights 
of  prerogative  or  patroonship,  for  which  I  refer  to  the  documents, 
the  discussions  and  the  Freedoms  granted  by  the  Assembly  of  the 
XIX  concerning  it  ;  all  of  which  is  plain  and  clear  and  to  my  knowl- 
edge without  any  obscurity,  and  according  to  this  I  have  from  the 
beginning  till  now  governed  myself  without  to  my  knowledge  having 
in  any  way  extended  or  exceeded  my  power.  I  have  also  given 
notice  of  everything  I  did  and  in  the  matter  of  contributions  and 
merchandise,  usually  taken  special  advice  of  the  participants  and 
frequently  asked  Mr  de  lact  in  particular  to  read  the  reports  of 
those  who  went  to  the  colony  and  returned  from  there,  where- 
upon his  honor  has  usually  acted  as  if  he  cared  little,  which  gives 
me  the  more  reason  to  be  surprised  that  he  should  at  present  be  so 
particular.  At  our  last  conference  I  noticed  that  there  was  some 
dissatisfaction;  had  the  cause  of  it  been  revealed  to  me  I  could 
doubtless  have  removed  it,  but  not  being  aware  that  in  ten  years 
there  has  been  any  misunderstanding  between  me  and  any  of  my  co- 
participants,  I  thought  it  quite  alarming  that  at  the  said  conference 
so  much  stress  was  laid  on  an  explanation  of  the  patroonship,  as  the 
documents  concerning  it,  which  by  subsequent  resolutions  con- 
tinued from  year  to  year  have  been  further  strengthened  and  con- 
firmed, are  at  hand.  And  if  in  anything  1  have  gone  too  far  or 
curtailed  the  rights  of  the  participants,  I  wish  that  it  had  been 
pointed  out  to  me.  All  these  years  1  have  as  a  rule,  coming  now  to 
the  main  point,  had  all  the  burden,  care  and  trouble  ana  from 
none  of  the  participants  received  any  assistance  except  when  it 
happened  to  suit  one  or  the  other.  I  have  also,  in  order  to  de- 
liberate on  certain  points,  called  various  meetings  at  which  perchance 
one  or  two,  but  as  a  rule  no  one,  appeared,  every  one  appealing 
to  his  private  affairs  fas  an  excuse],  binding  now  to  my  joy 
that  the  last  meeting  on  the  contrary  was  very  fully  attended,  I 
hoped  that  our  business  would  relate  to  the  points  stated  in  the  call 
issued  by  me  and  that  the  participants  would  leave  me  the  honor  of 
presiding  over  the  said  meeting,  but  instead  1  found  that  my  ques- 
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tions  for  consideration  were  cither  forgotten  or  unknown  and  that 
business  was  introduced  not  from  my  side  hut  from  the  side  of 
the  participants,  very  much  like  a  separate  body  against  me.  Such 
things,  Air  Muijssart,  ought  not  to  occur  or  the  colony  is  ruined. 
There  is,  there  should  be  and  there  must  be  but  one  head  to  rule  the 
colony  or  we  shall  be  in  each  other's  way.  Each  one  will  think  he 
knows  what  is  best  and  meanwhile  nothing  but  quarreling  can  be 
expected,  as  in  the  colony  of  Szvancudal,  which  was  placed  under 
a  board  of  directors this  is  proved  by  experience.  Truly  I  should 
be  unhappy  if,  after  I  have  had  so  much  expense  and  trouble,  others 
should  knock  over  my  foundations  now  that  business  looks  bright, 
and  so  injure  themselves  and  me.  I  hope  that  T  respect  my  partici- 
pants enough  to  heed  their  advice  and  recommendations  so  carefully 
that  they  have  nothing  more  to  wish  for  themselves,  to  render  true 
accounts  and  to  let  them  see,  read,  yes,  gladly  and  willingly  to 
let  them  have  copy  of,  everything  that  concerns  them,  but  I  do  not 
in  the  least  approve  of,  much  less  do  I  want  to  subject  myself  to, 
the  proposition  of  Mr  de  laet}  among  other  tilings,  that  a  case  be 
made  in  which  to  lock  all  the  books,  and  papers  and  that  to  this 
case  there  shall  be  two  keys,  one  to  be  kept  by  me  and  the  other  by 
some  one  of  the  participants,  in  such  way  that  I  should  have  to 
trust  the  participants  with  a  key  to  go  over  all  my  papers  while  they 
do  not  seem  to  trust  me  by  myself  and  alone  to  keep  the  papers  in 
which  they  are  concerned  also.  To  tell  the  truth,  though  I  am 
not  as  learned  as  Mr  dc  Lact,  I  can  easily  foresee  the  consequence 
of  this  work.  Pray,  which  of  the  two  plans  is  the  better  for  the 
participants,  that  the  patroon,  who  also  has  the  largest  interest, 
alone  keep  the  papers,  and  let  the  participants  see  them  and  have 
a  copy  of  them,  or  that  there  be  two  keepers,  each  of  whom  has  a 
key?  If  they  can  each  get  at  the  papers  and  unlock  the  case  and 
anything  should  be  missed,  of  whom  of  the  two  can  it  be  deman  led? 
If  they  must  come  together  before  they  can  get  at  the  papers,  would 
not  the  patroon  then  be  lucked  out  of  his  own  house  by  the  partici- 
pants and  instead  of  the  head  become  the  tail?  What  reason  have 
the  participants  to  trust  their  coparticipants  more  than  the  patroon, 
and  the  said  participants  having  in  turn  become  suspect,  could  not 
each  of  the  remaining  participants  claim  a  key  also,  and  would 
the  papers  not  be  kept  well  then?  In  short,  Mr  Muijssart,  I  see 
well  that  there  must  be  somebody  who  makes  the  others  dissatisfied. 
I  can  not  help  that;  I  do  not  desire  greater  rights  than  I  have  and 
they  can  not  leave  me  less.    Please  to  greet  Mr  dc  lact  from  me 


'  die  veclhoofdich  wicrde  gemacckt;  literally,  which  was  made  many  headed. 
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and  ask  his  honor  to  be  pleased  to  pay  his  assessment,  as  otherwise 
it  will  cause  great  confusion.  When  we  left  each  other  I  did 
not  know  but  that  Air  de  laet  was  satisfied  and  I  promise  on  my 
side  to  do  all  that  an  honest  man  and  a  Christian  ought  to  do  and 
more  I  can  not  say.  If  Air  de  Laet  pleases  to  hold  back  his  money, 
it  is  already  provided,  and  herewith  I  commend  you,  etc. 

We  have  further  examined  the  duffels  and  find  that  the  wool, 
workmanship  and  color  of  the  Ley  den  make  are  better  or  at  least 
as  good  as  those  of  Campen,  but  they  are  fully  two  inches  narrower, 
which  we  must  keep  in  mind  in  the  future.  As  to  the  three  gray- 
colored  duffels  there  is  great  misunderstanding.  They  should  be 
only  steel  blue  and  not  gray ;  they  will  not  sell  as  well  as  if  they  were 
white.  Another  time  we  must  send  a  quantity  of  white  ones  among 
them,  which  may  perhaps  bring  as  good  a  price  as  the  colored  ones, 
but  they  must  be  washed  quite  clean  and  be  as  white  as  chalk,  like 
the  white  blankets.  I  expect  the  answers  of  your  honor  and  Mr  de 
Laet  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Toussaint  Muyssart3 
May  14,  1640 
Toussain  Muijssart,  at  Leyden 

The  14th  of  May  1640 
Yesterday  being  Sunday,  I  could  not  write  you  an  answer  for  rea- 
sons which  I  will  state  later.  Today  being  Monday,  I  have  decided 
(though  I  expect  other  merchants  who  have  not  seen  it  to  inspect 
the  tobacco  and  though  10  st  have  been  positively  offered  to  me 
for  it  before)  to  let  your  merchants  have  the  said  tobacco,  in  order 
to  make  these  buyers  more  wide  awake  another  time.  I  will  deal 
with  no  one  unless  with  your  buyers  till  Friday  afternoon,  as  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  are  holidays.  The  price  when  they  see  it 
will  be  10  st  cash,  just  as  it  is,4  without  allowance  for  defects.* 
Upon  this  condition  I  shall  expect  the  buyers  Friday  by  the  first 
boat,  as  they  can  hardly  come  tomorrow.  I  doubt  not  but  our 
Amsterdam  merchants  will  make  pretty  long  faces,  for  it  seems 
that  they  collude  with  one  another.  I  shall  also  expect  a  reply  to 
my  letter  with  the  order  to  receive  the  money  from  Mr  de  laet,  or 

*  l'.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.nyb.  This  letter  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer. 

4  hti  He  voet  te  stootten;  literally,  to  push  with  the  foot;  to  sell  a  thing  as  it  is,  without 
guaranty. 
8  sonde*  refqetie. 
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else  shall  have  reason  for  most  serious  complaint;  for  up  to  £4000 
the  majority  of  votes  may  decide  and  including'  this  last  assessment 
Mr  de  laet  has  not  yet  advanced  f40oo,  counting  the  assessments 
and  not  the  sales. 

I  have  engaged  some  worthy  farm  laborers,  and  the  daughters 
of  brant  peelen  go  along  also,  so  that  already  more  than  12  persons 
intend  to  go  thither  and  the  goods  are  already  in  the  storehouse 
of  the  Company.    May  the  Almighty  direct  all  well  Vale. 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Willem  Kieft6 

May  25,  1640 
Willem  Kieft,  director  in  New  Netherland 

25  May  1640 

The  bringcr  of  this  letter,  henirick  van  dijek,  who  sails  to  New 
Netherland  on  the  ship  den  waterhont,  as  military  commander, 
being  at  present  still  fiscal  of  the  military  court7  of  the  province  of 
Utrecht,  which  office  he  has  held  for  five  years,  during  which  he 
has  been  mainly  employed  in  the  service  of  the  country,  has  asked 
me  to  give  him  a  few  lines  of  recommendation  to  your  honor.  See- 
ing his  ability  and  his  rank,  which  your  honor  can  further  learn  from 
his  commission  from  the  honorable  lords  directors  and  find  out  by 
experience,  and  because  some  of  my  friends  in  the  government  of 
the  city  of  Utrecht  declared  to  me  yesterday  that  they  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  said  person,  I  can  not  help  recommending  him 
to  your  honor  for  such  favors  as  the  service  of  the  Company  in 
accordance  with  his  commission  and  instructions  and  your  honor's 
affection  and  inclination  will  in  anywise  allow,  by  which,  you  will 
do  me  an  especial  favor  winch  I  shall  try  to  return  on  every  oc- 
casion as  much  as  is  in  my  power.  For  the  rest  I  refer  to  my  letter, 
which  God  willing  I  hope  to  write  to  your  honor  tomorrow,  in 
reply  to  your  favor  of  September  30,  1639,  although  time  presses 
now  so  that  I  can  hardly  get  ready. 

Meanwhile,  if  the  time  should  fail  me,  as  [  have  not  written  any 
letter  either  to  my  people  or  to  any  one,  being  busy  with  the  copy- 
ing of  the  invoice  of  my  goods,  I  commend  my  private  affairs  to 
your  honor,  etc.  Vale. 

•  V.  R.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.120.  This  letter  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van 
Rensselaer. 

7  Usenet  vande  Crij'ghsraet.  Fiscael  is  the  title  of  the  prosecuting  officer.  In  Breeden 
Raedt  it  is  stated  that  the  fiscal  [lendrick  van  Dyefc  "  had  committed  a  well  known 
murder  at  I'trecht,  Bftd  had  been  compelled  to  go  from  thence  on  account  of  it,"  see 
Vertoogh  ran  Men  Ncdcrland  and  Bidden  Rae.lt,  translated  by  If.  C.  Murphy,  N.  V. 
1854,  p.  173. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Wiliem  Kieft8 

May  2$,  1640 
Will  cm  Kieftj  director  in  New  Netherland 

29  May  1640 

At  the  kind  and  urgent  request  of  the  commander  of  the  militia, 
called  Hendrick  van  Dyck,  who  sails  thither  in  the  ship  den  ivatcr- 
hondt,  I  could  not  help  giving  him  a  short  letter  of  recommendation 
to  your  honor,  though  I  sufficiently  gave  him  to  understand  that 
your  honor  was  not  in  any  way  bound  to  pay  attention  to  my 
recommendation.  Please  therefore  to  excuse  my  taking  such  liberty. 
I  trust  that  he  correctly  stated  his  function  to  me,  as  I  have  read 
neither  his  commission  nor  his  instructions  from  the  lords  directors, 
which  were  none  of  my  business.  During  the  little  conversation 
which  I  had  with  him  I  noticed  in  him  some  good  qualities  both  as 
to  his  intelligence  and  courage,  which  will  be  of  great  service  to  your 
honor.  Though  it  was  not  my  business,  I  talked  also  briefly  with 
him  about  the  extent  of  his  commission  as  compared  with  that  of 
your  honor  as  director  general.  He  said  frankly  that  he  was  con- 
tent with  the  command  over  the  militia,  recognizing  your  honor  as 
director  general,  so  that  I  hope  that  your  honor  will  in  every  way 
be  satisfied  with  his  service,  as  he  must  have  learned  by  experience 
what  rank  every  one  is  entitled  to  according  to  his  commission. 
He  offered  also  in  case  of  disturbance  in  my  colony  to  assist  me 
with  some  soldiers,  and  as  I  know  that  (unless  his  commission  is 
broader  than  I  suppose)  this  can  not  be  done  without  your  honor's 
order,  I  rcquost  your  honor  in  all  kindness,  in  case  of  need  which 
may  easily  occur,  and  if  your  honor  should  be  asked  to  do  so  by 
my  cousin  A  rent  J 'an  Corlcr,  to  second  or  rather  to  fortify  him  in 
his  good  intention,  as  far  as  the  service  of  the  Company  and  of  my 
colony  will  in  any  way  permit.  As  to  an  ordinance  made  by  me 
providing  that  no  one  shall  carry  any  skins  or  grain  out  of  my 
colon)-  without  having  given  due  notice  of  the  same  and  entered 
them  there,  which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Company  with 
regard  to  their  duties  and  to  hie  with  regard  to  my  profit,  your 
honor  is  right  in  writing  that  the  shoulders  of  this  young  man  arc- 
hill too  weak  to  take  charge  of  such  matters.  I  have  been  delayed, 
here  in  this  country  more  than  two  years  with  regard  to  two  per- 
c'  n<  whnrrt  ]  b;w|  jn  view,  without  receiving  any  refusal  or  accept- 

W.  R.  jj.  Letter  Book,  {.120. 
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ance,  and  as  to  the  material  in  that  country  in  the  Company,9  if  I 
were  as  sure  of  the  faithfulness  of  any  as  I  am  of  the  aforesaid 
young  man,  I  would  certainly  decide  to  appoint  some  one  else. 
But  these  are  still  years  of  probation,  and  I  rather  suffer  some 
definite  loss  than  bind  myself  to  untried  persons  without  certainty 
as  to  quality  and  faithfulness. 

No  matter  what  I  write,  I  can  neither  from  Picter  Cornelisscn 
nor  from  Cornells  Theunissen  van  Brcuckel  get  a  final  account, 
which  account  would  soon  open  my  eyes  as  to  [their]  capacity  and 
honesty.  I  ask  you  in  all  kindness  to  give  me  a  little  of  your 
honor's  good  advice  in  this  matter,  which  I  promise  your  honor 
to  keep  as  secret  as  I  ask  you  to  keep  the  above.  Believe  me,  Sir, 
the  success  of  my  colony  depends  mainly  on  the  good  relations  be- 
tween your  honor  and  myself  and  it  is  far  from  my  purpose  inten- 
tionally or  knowingly  to  hurt  the  Company  in  the  least  in  their  power 
or  revenue.  If  my  people  speak  any  foolish  words,  it  is  by  reason  of 
their  weakness  and  not  of  my  orders.  I  can  not  believe  either  that 
Croll  has  caused  my  flag  to  be  hauled  down  from  my  house  by 
your  honor's  special  order,  for  in  this  country  not  only  are  those 
who  have  high,  middle  and  low  jurisdiction  allowed  to  put  out  such 
flags  but  even  the  country  inns  during  the  fairs  may  do  so.  I  have 
no  advice  of  this  matter  except  a  verbal  report  and  do  not  know 
what  the  truth  is,  nor  do  I  know  what  my  people  did  to  prevent 
it.  The  least  I  could  do  was  to  ask  Croll  whether  he  did  it  by 
your  honor's  order,  and  if  so  to  communicate  and  send  over  to  me 
the  order,  that  I  might  discuss  the  matter  with  the  lords  directors 
as  principal  with  principal.  It  is  well  known  that  I  have  established 
a  court  of  justice  in  my  colony;  even  if  the  persons  who  hold  office 
are  not  of  much  capacity  (which  with  Cod's  help  I  hope  to  remedy 
soon),  this  does  not  lessen  the  fact  that  there  is  one;  and  as  a  sign 
that  it  is  a  country  where  justice  is  administered  I  sent  such  a  flag 
thither.  Now  as  to  Fort  Orange,  this  was  kept  from  the  beginning 
as  a  trading  place,  the  fortifications  having  served  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  secure  the  people  and  the  goods  against  attacks  of  the 
savages,  and  that  it  is  still  kept  as  such  by  your  honor  I  can  see 
from  your  honor's  letters.  The  person  who  holds  the  highest  office 
there  has  never  had  any  other  rank  than  that  of  comniis,  without 
power,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  to  administer  justice  and 
execute  sentence  among  his  men,  and  even  if  he  had  full  power  to 

•  inde  compaignie;  evidently  a  mistake  either  for  inde  colonic,  in  the  colony,  or  for 
inde  dirvs!  tande  comf*ctfgnfe,  in  the  service  of  the  Company.  The  first  reading  seems 
to  make  the  better  seme  here. 
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exercise  high  jurisdiction,  could  not  the  baliff  of  Amsterdam10  at 
the  limit  of  his  jurisdiction,  which  is  close  to  the  gates  of  Amster- 
dam, hoist  a  flag-  of  jurisdiction  without  infringing  on  the  high 
jurisdiction  of  the  city? 

Have  I  not  a  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the  Company  of  my 
registration  of  the  colony  with  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  on  No- 
vember 19,  1629,  which  reads  as  follows:  ¥  Kiliacn  van  Rensselaer 
declares  himself  from  now  on  as  patroon  on  the  North  River  of 
New  Netherland,  extending  above  and  below  Fort  Orange  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  with  the  Islands  situate  therein,  so  many  leagues 
downwards  as  has  been  fixed  by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX,  intend- 
ing to  send  a  colony  thither  by  the  first  opportunity  on  the  condi- 
tions framed  by  the  aforesaid  Assembly  of  the  XIX"?  Examine 
in  connection  herewith  the  deed  of  conveyance  to  me  executed 
before  the  director  and  council  under  date  of  August  8,  1630,11  of 
which  a  copy  is  undoubtedly  in  your  honor's  custody,  whereby  the 
high  jurisdiction  of  the  owners  and  their  chiefs  is  transferred  to 
me.  Add  to  that  the  5th  and.  6th  articles  of  the  Freedoms  of  New 
Netherland,  which  are  equally  as  effective  and  binding  as  the  rights 
which  the  Company  holds  of  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  the  States 
General.  These  pregnant  reasons  have  induced  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses to  acknowledge  me  as  patroon  and  to  style  me  such  in  formal 
communications,12  as  likewise  his  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange 
has  acknowledged-  me  as  such  in  his  decision13  in  the  matter  of 
Cornells  van  Vox  si.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  relate  this  to 
your  honor  at  such  length,  except  to  prevent  the  rise  of  misunder- 
standing through  ignorance  of  the  circumstances  and  because  I 
do  not  wish  to  get  into  conflict  with  the  Company,  as  happened  with 
the  colony  of  Pavonia  ;  and  in  order  that  everything  might  be  duly- 
considered  I  could  not  refrain  from  informing  your  honor  of  it,  the 
more  so  as  your  honor  writes  that  it  seems  that  the  Company  has  no 
subjects  but  [only]  partners.  If  they  pleased  or  should  still  please 
to  take  partners,  who  would  prevent  them?  Put  then  I  ask  whether 
they  are  partners  who  pay  duty?  And  whether  the  inhabitants  of 
this  county  cease  to  be  the  subjects  of  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords 

10  This  should  he:  bailiff  of  Amstelland.  The  patroon  draws  a  parallel  between  the 
situation  of  Fort  Orange  in  Hie  colony  of  Kenssclacrswyck  and  that  of  the  city  of 
Amsterdam  in  tiie  bailiwick  of  Anastcllsnd,  each  being  within  the  geographical  limits  of 
the  larger  district  but  outside  o f  its  jurisdiction. 

11  This  document  is  recorded  in  Dutch  Patents,  GG,  p.  4,  where  the  date  is  given  as 
the  6th.  Compare  also  T.  G.  Wilson,  Memorial  History  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
vol.  7.  facsimile  facing  p.  162. 

■  by  crprcssc  miss-'ven. 
u  bij  ac ft  t  tin  Renvoy. 
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the  States  General,  though  the  provinces  and  the  cities  retain  their 
high  authority  and  jurisdictions?  The  form  of  government  of  our 
fatherland  interprets  the  work  itself. 

As  to  the  contracts  which  I  have  made  with  my  people,  they  do 
not  infringe  on  the  right  to  hear  cases  on  appeal,14  for  a  judge  is 
not  appointed  to  seek  cases  but  [to  act]  in  case  of  need  when 
parties  can  not  agree,  and  I  take  it  that  if  all  contracting  parties 
in  Amsterdam  could,  settle  their  disputes  and  differences  by  submit- 
ting them  to  arbitrators,  the  schepens  would  not  take  it  ill  but 
approve  of  it;  also  that  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Hol- 
land would  not  take  it  ill  if  parties  having  some  dispute  should  by 
agreement  exclude  the  Court  and  not  appeal  to  it.  The  contracts 
with  my  servants,  therefore,  are  but  agreements  [to  the  same 
efiect]  and  not  in  any  way  restrictions  on  the  appeal  to  the  director 
and  council  of  the  Company ;  and  this  for  the  reason  that,  since  I 
must  furnish  all  my  people  not  only  with  houses  but  also  with  ani- 
mals and  land,  I  should  not  like  to  have  them  waste  their  money 
and  time  checkmating  one  another  with  pleadings,  for  which  I 
should  have  to  pay  the  bills  on  both  sides.  These  contracts 
are  also  not  permanent  but  made  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 
When  the  people  are  their  own  masters  and  have  their  own  money 
and  property,  let  them  plead  and  appeal  all  they  please,  but  I  will 
not  allow  my  servants  to  do  so.  I  am'  not  aware  either  that  the 
freemen  of  the  colony  are  included  in  this  agreement.  Therefore, 
Sir,  interpret  my  affairs  in  the  most  favorable  manner  according 
to  the  spirit  of  love  and  T  think  that  your  honor  will  be  completely 
satisfied  about  my  actions.  Should  I,  however,  make  a  mistake 
somewhere,  I  shall  set  everything  right  on  being  properly  informed. 
This  much  as  to  Lucifer's  question.15  I  shall  now  set  myself  to 
answering  your  honor's  favors  of  the  30th  of  September  1639  and 
the  last  of  March  1640,  but  especially  to  thank  your  honor  for  the 
good  disposition  and  kindness,  duty  and  diligence,  shown  in  that 
of  the  10th  of  April,  wherein  you  report  the  good  condition  of  my 
colony,  about  which  such  bad  rumors  were  circulated,  as  well  as 
that  your  honor  on  the  15th  of  March  sent  a  shallop  with  goods 
to  the  colony  and  that  on  its  return  you  would  send  the  rest  thither 
also.  Indeed,  I  have  reason  to  be  thankful  and  I  should  like  to 
know  how  I  can  repay  you  for  everything,  for  if  your  honor  had 
refused  me  this  favor  I  should  have  had  to  employ  others  of  lesser 

u  demzrrrn  let  wdsen  van  a*f<-l  nirt ;  literally,  do  not  injure  tlic  system  of  appeal. 
M  luci  fors  qucsiic;  tliat  i.-;,  strife  occasioned  by  pri-lc,   rivalry  and  jealousy. 
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rank  who  could  not  have  helped  me  very  much.  Provisionally  and 
a.^  a  first  mark  of  gratitude  I  am  satisfied  to  let  your  honor  have  a 
commission  of  one  per  cent  on  all  my  goods  which  your  honor  shall 
send  up  the  river,  as  well  as  of  all  that  they  may  consign  from  there 
to  your  honor  to  be  shipped  to  me.  Ii  is  but  little  at  present,  but 
when  my  colony  increases  it  may  get  larger,  and  as  long  as  1  have 
no  special  pei  son  or  house  at  the  Manhatans,  I  can  not  find  any  one 
more  suitable  than  your  honor.  In  case  you  should  please  to  accept 
this  offer,  it  will  not  be  in  the  least  prejudicial  to  the  Company  but 
in  every  way  advantageous  that  I  consign  my  goods  to  their 
director,  who  has  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  them,  so  that  they 
need  not  fear  the  least  smuggling  on  my  part.  As  to  the  ship's 
freight  charges  expressed  in  the  Freedoms,  I  do  not  care  to  press  the 
question  very  hard  as  to  whether  the  goods  ought  not  to  be  de- 
livered in  the  colony  for  them,  but  I  do  not  see  any  reason  which 
would  preclude  this  altogether,  the  less  so,  as  the  Company  has 
canceled  the  boat  charges  for  my  hordes  which  were  inserted  in 
your  honor's  account  (but  not  crossed  out)  ;  and  in  order  to  ac- 
commodate each  other  in  every  way,  so  that  the  Company  may 
net  suffer  the  least  loss  on  my  account.  1  would  request  that  the 
shallops  which  take  my  goods  up  the  river  might  be  used  to  bring 
down  again  grain  or  skins,  if  there  i<  any  opportunity,  in  order  to 
make  the  expense  on  both  sides  as  little  as  possible,  and  in  ca.-^e 
your  honor  should  please  to  accommodate  me  with  this  commission, 
you  could  advise  my  people  when  they  should  send  their  skins  and 
other  goods  down  to  your  honor  so  as  to  ship  them  to  me  at  the 
first  opportunity.  Your  honor  could  then  assist  Ardnt  Van  Corlcr 
in  the  carrying  out  of  my  ordinance  that  no  one  is  to  send  any 
goods  out  of  the  colony  without  having  duly  entered  them,  and  as 
1  claim  with  justice  the  right  of  preemption  of  my  people's  half 
of  the  grain  and  of  the  animals,  I  would  order  that  all  the  grain, 
with  the  exception  of  the  tenths  intended  for  the  support  of  religion, 
administration  and  other  purposes,  be  delivered  to  my  provisional 
commis,  Arent  zrgn  corlcr,  who  could  then  send  it  to  your  honor  to 
sell  to  the  best  advantage. 

J  'rovisionaliy,  I  am  content  to  carry  out  whatever  decision  the 
director  and  council  may  make  in  the  dispute  between  myself  and 
my  farmers,  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  involved.  Our  dispute 
consists  as  far  as  I  can  see  in  that  they  concede  that  I  have  the 
right  of  preemption  but  claim  that  dc  facto  I  should  pay  them,  in 
this  country  op  there,  their  half  at  io  guilders  a  muddle,  which  is  in 
many  respects  unreasonable;   for   [p  guilders  in  money  here 
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better  than  10  guilders  there;  also,  the  money  for  the  wheat  fur- 
nished in  163S  J.  did  not  receive  here  from  the  Company  till  the 
year  1640,  as  appears  from  the  accompanying  papers,  and  all  pre- 
vious deliveries  of  grain  are  extinguished  by  goods  and  provisions 
furnished  to  my  people  without  specification  as  to  who  received 
them,  as  also  appears  from  the  accompanying  papers;  aside 
from  this,  the  freight  charges,  salaries;  of  my  agents  and  other 
expenses  must  be  paid  out  of  that  also;  and  further  than  all  that, 
I  claim  not  the  mere  right  of  preemption  but  preemption  at  the 
price  at  which  the  first  and  earliest  farmers  were  obliged  to  furnish 
wheat  to  the  Company,  namely  at  six  guilders  a  mudde.  Against 
this,  they  allege  that  in  the  contract  with  Gcrrit  de  Reus  grain  is 
not  specified  but  only  animals;  in  reply  io  which  I  did  not  merely 
afterwards  and  at  the  present  time  declare  that  this  was  but  a  slip 
of  the  pen  and  that  G  err  it  de  Rcux  would  not  have  made  any  ob- 
jection if  the  contract  had  read  grain  and  animals,  instead  of  ani- 
mals, but  sustained  such  [contention]  long  ago,  already  during  the 
lifetime  of  Gcrrit  de  Rcux  deceased,  and  I  also  received  a  written 
answer  which  does  not  dispute  the  preemption  but  says  that  six 
guilders  a  mudde  is  too  little.  These  later  colonists  can  not  have 
better  terms  than  Gerit  de  Rcux  himself,  especially  those  who  have 
no  other  lease  than,  my  declaration,  like  Maurits  Jansscn,  Adriacn 
van  bar  singer  horn  and  others  whose  first  years  have  expired  or 
will  soon  expire.  I  have  however  waived  a  good  many  of  my  rights 
which  they  agreed  to  observe,  namely  that  they  bound  themselves 
not  to  barter,  buy  or  accept  as  presents  any  furs  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Company  ami  without  my  consent;  this  was  the  tie  by 
which  I  held  Gcrrit  de  Rcu.v  and  by  which  I  can  still  hold  them 
all,  for  they  are  dependent  not  only  on  the  throwing  open  of  the 
trade  by  the  Company  but  also  on  the  promise  to  and  contract  made 
with  me.  If  they  say  that  according  to  its  strict  letter  grain  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  contract,  I  reply  that  the  prohibition  of  the  fur 
trade  is  expressly  stated  therein  in  strict  terms  and  on  forfeiture 
of  everything.  And  to  find  a  middle  way  I  have  not  declared  that 
I  will  pay  them  only  six  guilders  a  mudde,  except  for  the  present, 
for  if  they  do  the  right  thing  by  me  and  pay  me  half  of  the  profit 
on  the  fur,  which  [share]  is  also  for  me  to  accept  or  to  reject,  ami 
honestly  fulfil  their  contract,  I  will  also  deal  honestly  with  them 
and  not  bind  myself  by  the  six  guilders  but  according  to  their  indus- 
try and  fidelity  pay  them  the  highest  price.  Truly,  if  a  master  who 
is  far  from  hi^  property  could  not  stop  there,  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  had  not  better  be  a  servant  than  master,  and  hereafter 
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leave  such  men  at  home  or  rather  lease  the  farms  to  the  highest 
bidder,  which  every  one  will  have  to  expect  next  when  his  lease 
expires,  for  according-  to  reports  they  cheat  me  in  every  way  and 
hardly  a  vessel  comes  down  that  does  not  contain  some  smuggled 
grain,  whereas  it  is  my  wish  that  everything  be  delivered  to  my 
commis  and  that  this  be  then  consigned  to  your  honor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  Company  first  with  as  much  as  it  may  need 
and  then  of  selling  the  rest  to  the  best  advantage,  especially  as  your 
honor  writes  that  the  English  themselves  will  let  us  have  furs 
for  wheat  so  that  it  is  in  every  way  necessary  that  the  grain  of  the 
colony  remain  in  one  hand  to  avoid  cheating  and  underselling. 
If  any  one  then  should  fail  to  do  his  duty,  I  am  willing,  while  re- 
serving my  half,  to  have  the  other  half,  belonging  to  those  who  act 
contrary  to  my  order  in  shipping  grain,  confiscated  and  hope  that 
it  may  be  divided  among  your  honor,  the  fiscal,  the  informer  and 
the  process  server10  as  your  honor  shall  see  fit,  and  this  till  the 
time  that  they  give  me  other  satisfaction.  I  should  write  about  this 
to  the  fiscal  himself  also  but  prefer  to  confine  myself  to  the  head. 
Your  honor  will  therefore  communicate  it  yourself  to  the  fiscal, 
and  in  order  that  your  honor  may  have  less  trouble  I  send  here- 
with an  extract  from  the  terms  expressly  stipulated  by  me,  though 
the  patroon  has  power  of  his  own  and  in  his  own  right  to  make 
ordinances  against  all  frauds.  In  this  connection  high  jurisdiction 
is  quite  useful  to  the  patroon,  for  those  who  have  middle  and  low 
jurisdiction  are  not  allowed  to  confiscate,  but  the  high  jurisdiction 
of  the  patroon  must  not  be  opposed  to  the  Company,  as  little  as  the 
high  jurisdiction  of  the  Company  must  be  placed  in  opposition  to 
the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  the  States  General,  but  every  one 
[acting]  in  his  own  sphere,  one  having  proceeded  out  of  the  other, 
in  such  way  however  that  each  one  may  and  must  preserve  with  a 
good  conscience  the  jurisdiction  which  has  been  ceded  him.  Which 
being  duhr  observed  on  all  sides,  the  higher  not  hurting  the  lower 
and  the  lower  not  offending  or  defrauding  the  higher,  the  state  oi 
Xew  Xetherland  would  be  in  a  happy  condition. 

Coming  now  to  my  private  business,  it  has  so  happened  that  T  have 
an  old  and  long  account  with  the  Company  from  the  year  1630  to 
the  departure  of  Director  van  Twillcr,  and  also  the  accounts  during 
the  time  of  your  administration  sent  to  me  and  to  the  Company. 
I  had  several  conferences  with  the  lords  commissioners  of  New 
Netherland  and  at  last,  on  ratification  by  the  full  Assembly  on  the 
17th  of  .March  [640,  got  things  so  far  as  the  two  enclosed  resolu- 

14  exph  iLicur. 
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tions  drawn  up  by  me  show,  tat-  originals  of  which  I  gave  Belle- 
chcre  to  keep.  Report  having  been  made  thereof  in  the  Assembly, 
the  same,  on  the  1.9th  ditto,  was  pleased  to  approve  them  in  full , 
as  will  appear  from  the  enclosed  extract  of  its  resolutions,  which 
though  differing  in  their  original  form  somewhat  from  the  enclosed 
copies  were  finally  completely  approved  as  drafted  by  me.  I  doubt 
not  but  the  Company  will  send  your  honor  copies  of  them  also,  as 
for  greater  security  I  do  herewith  too.  And  as  several  things 
which  needed  further  proof  have  not  been  settled,  namely  the  first 
number  of  schepels  of  wheat  entered  on  my  accounts  by  Jacob 
phinck  and  amounting  to  853  schepels,  while  in  your  honor's  ac- 
count I  find  only  630,  I  enclose  a  letter  from  Jacob  planch  which  will 
show  your  honor  how  the  mistake  occurred.  Planck  thinks  that  the 
mistake  is  in  the  wheat  which  was  furnished  to  Croll  for  baking  and 
delivered  on  the  loft.  Please  to  straighten  this  out  for  me,  as  I  have 
already  waited  so  long  for  my  money.  The  other  schepels  I  consider 
also  to  be  beyond  dispute,  as  your  honor's  accounts  stop  on  the 
20th  of  May  and  the  later  consignments  will  follow  in  my  next 
account;  herewith,  by  way  of  memorandum,  that  I  have  not  settled 
further  with  the  Company. 

Coming  now  to  the  question  of  private  persons  who  have  had 
goods  from  the  commisen  of  the  Company,  since  the  Company 
has  conceded  to  me  that  no  private  persons  may  have  anything 
charged  or  credited  to  my  account  but  that  this  must  be  done  upon 
order  of  those  who  have  been  so  empowered,  and  since  I  find  in 
your  honor's  account : 

1639, 

1  January       To  provisions  from  Eslandi  f  42  7 

do  To  ditto  for  Cornells  thcunisscn       fii2  13 

do  To  arent  van  Gorier  for  2  lb  gun- 

powder f  3 

do  To  merchandise  from  Wybranl  pie- 

ters  fur  Cornells  Thcunisscn  f  47    2  8 

do  To  ditto  for  Planck  received  1638     f  20  4 

do  To  J. ubber I  gysberisscn  van  Blari- 

c  n  in  f  165    9  10 

1  September    To   provisions    from    El  si  an  dt  for 

brant  Peel  en  f  25  I 

do  To  provisions  to  Elslandt  f  97 

do  To    carpenter's    tools    for  Cornells 

Thcumsscn  f  14  7 

do  To  s  yards  of  canvas  at  14  st  a  yard  f    3  10 
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Your  honor  wi.U  hi  the  future  please  see  to  this  and  tell  and 
warn  all  your  honor's  commisen  that  they  must  eive  nothing:  on 
credit  to  any  of  my -people  personally  but  must  refer  them  to  Arcni 
ran  corlcr,  who  provisionally  holds  the  office  of  com  mis,  to  whom 
they  can  state  what  they  want  and  who  can  then,  not  every  time  in 
small  quantities  but  when  it  is  worth  while,  request  of  your  honor 
as  head  of  the  Company  whatever  he  may  need  for  himself  and  his 
people,  turning  over  to  your  honor  a  detailed  list  signed  by  him, 
Corlcr,  and  by  p  icier  cornelissen  and  Cornells  Theunissen  as  his 
assistants.  If  your  honor  will  then  please  cause  your  commisen  to 
send  as  much  as  they  can  spare  to  said  corlcr,  who  will  distribute  it 
to  the  people  and  charge  each  one  with  the  amount  which  he  has 
had,  your  honor  will  have  much  less  trouble  and  I  much  more  cer- 
tainty that  everything-  has  been  duly  recorded,  for  many  of  the 
above  items  ma}-  be  unknown  to  Areni  van  corlcr,  and  if  I  pay  them 
here  to  the  Company  I  may  lose  them  altogether  in  two  ways,  first 
because  A  rent  may  be  unaware  of  them,  and  secondly  because  even 
if  he  had  been  notified  of  them  the  people  might  not  have  so  much 
due  to  them  from  me,  as  1  mean  to  give  no  goods  or  provisions 
on  credit  to  any  one  but  those  to  whom  I  owe  something.  Please 
therefore,  Sir.  settle  the  account  of  the  above  items  with  arenf 
and  let  him  give  your  honor  a  receipt  or  discharge  for  the  quanti- 
ties which  he  takes,  with  specification  of  the  goods  and  the  persons  ; 
whereupon,  if  you  send  these  to  the  Company  I  will  pay  them  the 
said  items,  but  unless  that  is  done  the  Company  itself  will  have 
to  seek  the  people  to  whom  their  honors  gave  credit  and  force  them 
to  pay  by  legal  proceedings,  among  them  those  whom  they  may  have 
given  credit  on  the  2000  put  down  in  one  item,  as  otherwise  these 
people  could  ruin  me;  in  the  future  I  do  not  intend  to  let  any  pri- 
vate person  have  anything  on  credit,  of  which  in  all  friendship  I 
give  warning  to  the  lords  directors  by  memorial  and  to. your  honor 
by  sending  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  same;  and  as  to  what  has 
passed,  I  hope  that  with  Arent  Van  Corlcr  your  honor  will  find 
means  whereby  the  Company  may  be  paid  for  the  aforesaid  items 
and  I  through  the  crediting  of  the  same  may  not  suffer  loss.  How- 
ever this  rule  can  stand  this  exception,  that  when  my  people  come 
from  the  fatherland  to  go  to  the  colony,  some  provisions  may  be 
furnished  them  on  my  account  till  they  get  to  the  colony,  provi  led 
that  A  rent  is  advised  to  enter  them  on  their  account  and  that  no 
goods  are  lent  to  them,  while  those  who  wish  t<>  go  from  the  colony 
n>  the  fatherland  must  defray  their  own  expense's,    \<>\v  concerning 
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the  money  for  board  during  the  passage  of  Clacs  Janssen  Rnijter1,)li 
and  his  wife,  amounting-  to  ±"133  114,  let  him  pay  this  to  the  Company 
or  bring  proof  that  he  paid  it  to  the  to  minis  in  the  colony,  other- 
wise teli  him  that  he  must  go  to  the  colony  and  work  oh  the  amount, 
as  is  indicated,  in  my  aforesaid  memorial.  Arid  as  to  Jan  IVillems- 
scn  cuijpcr,17  if  the  Company  desires  to  keep  him,  I  shall  this  time 
accommodate  them,  but  Jan  lVillcmssc.n  will  have  to  provide  the 
money  for  his  boar-i  himself  or  the  Company  may  debit  him  with  it 
like  others  :  the  lords  directors  likewise  promised  me  by  word  of 
mouth  to  write  your  honor  that  they  would  do  for  my  people  whom 
I  sent  over  and  am  sending  over  now  as  for  others,  granting  them 
free  passage.  But  although  this  would  have  to  be  done  out  of 
kindness  of  their  honors  arid  i  can  not  constrain  them  to  do  so, 
it  is  very  improper  to  charge  my  people  that  came  over  on  den 
harinck  more  than  6  st  a  day  according  to  the  first  article  of  the 
Freedoms  also  mentioned  in  my  memorial.  Mr  dc  Raadt  promised 
me  in  the  presence  of  Messrs  Bcrck  and  harinck  hocck,  and  also  of 
Director  Tzviller,  that  they  would  do  with  my  people  who  go  over 
now  as  with  the  others,  and  as  they  may  have  forgotten  to  write 
this  to  your  honor,  please  take  this  by  way  of  notification  and 
(freely  quoting  the  above)  remind  the  directors  of  it  in  reply  to  this, 
for  I  think  that  my  farming  people  will,  in  proportion  man  for 
man,  grow  more  grain  than  any  others  and  thus  help  to  make  the 
country  rich  in  grain  so  as  in  time  to  nourish  Brazil  and  bring  home 
sugar  in  return  for  meal  sent  there;  then  New  Netherland  would 
flourish.  I  also  kindly  request  you.  Sir,  in  future  to  help  me  main- 
tain the  19th  artiele  of  the  Freedoms  concerning  the  discharge  of 
my  people  and  to  see  to  it  that  no  one  is  dismissed  before  his  time 
without  my  consent  (except  such  as  go  astray,  who  should  be 
sent  out  of  the  colony  or  banished  as  useless  members)  which  the 
directors  have  also  granted  me  according  to  my  memorial. 

When  these  things  shall  be  thus  reformed  and  if  your  honor 
will  please  to  accept  my  above  proposition  regarding  the  shipment  of 
my  goods..  I  shall  be  a  great  deal  more  at  ease  than  I  have  been  thus 
far.  It  will  not  lessen  the  respect  for  your  honor  either  but  cause 
all  my  people  to  stand  more  in  awe  of  you.  Now  as  to  the  grain 
which  my  commis  will  deliver  to  your  honor  for  the  account  of  the 
Company,  therefrom  must  be  deducted  such  goods  and  provisions 
as  in  return  will  bo  furnished  to  my  com  mis  for  my  people,  and  the 
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rest  must  each  time  be  settled  and  paid  in  beaver  fktns  at  t*4  l/>  a 
i!i  111  conformity  with  the  resolution  01  the  iirector  and  council 
dated  September  11,  1637,  which  being  also  contained  in  my  me- 
morial drawn  up  in  the  presence  of  the  lords  commissioners  and  de- 
posited with  bcljcchier,  has  been  approved  and  granted  by  the  others. 
And  thereby,  Sir,  we  shal]  right  along  have  a  fixed  basis  for  set- 
tling our  accounts  and  it  your  honor  help  my  cousin  Arerit  a  little 
you  will  back  up  the  chief  administration  of  my  colony  sufficiently 
that  for  some  time  I  shall  have  no  need  of  such  learned  people  and 
be  able  provisionally  to  get  along  with  Arcnt,  who  I  fear  is  not  loo 
accurate  in  his  bookkeeping  but  whom  your  honor  with  a  little  in- 
struction could  make  efficient,  for  which  service  or  other  I  shall  not 
fail  to  compensate  your  honor.  And  inasmuch  as  the  Company  au- 
thorizes your  honor  by  letter,  according  to  the  enclosed  extract,  to 
settle  all  things  in  that  country  without  referring  them  to  the  Com- 
pany, your  honor  can  by  corresponding  with  me  instead  of  with  my 
people  settle  things  to  our  mutual  satisfaction  in  accordance  with 
the  papers  sent,  in  which  all  things  are  set  forth  and  decided.  I 
may  conclude  by  saying  that  [if]  Arent  is  too  weak  in  carrying 
plans  through,  he  will  give  the  greater  contentment  to  your  honor, 
who  in  many  things  can  be  of  assistance  to  me  and  set  me  right. 

Enclosed  is  the  invoice  of  the  goods  which  go  in  this  ship,  being 
8  items  distinguished  by  figures  and  16  items  by  letters  from  Xo.  A  to 
Xo.  P,  also  7  items  which  lie  loose  in  the  ship,  amounting  to  f 5 1 1  t  : 
15.  Also  the  roll  of  my  people,  consisting  together,  ol  1  and  young, 
of  13  persons.  I  kindly  request  that  no  one  be  exchange  ■  for  any 
one  else  and  no  one  detained,  but  that  the  people  and  the  eoods  at 
the  earliest  opportunity  be  sent  to  the  colony,  thanking  your  honor 
very  much  for  the  expeditious  way  in  which  my  horses  were  sent 
to  the  colony  two  years  ago.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  Krocr 
CorneUslsen  so  deceived  our  honor  in  the  furnishing  of  Grain ;  it 
must  be  that  they  themselves  have  not  much  to  spare  or  that  they 
carry  it  off  secretly,  in  which  case  it  is  necessary  to  catch  the  cheats. 
I  hope  that  from  now  on  conditions  will  improve  and  that  greater 
quantities  will  be  delivered,  as  I  shall  otherwise  fare  ba  dv. 

I  can  not  get  over  my  surprise  as  to  the  changes  which  are  said 
t«>  have  occurred  in  the  fur  trade  nt  Fort  Orange,  whence  for  at 
least  15  years  in  succession  yearly  5000  or  6000  skins  nave  come. 
There  is  no  lack  of  furs,  therefore  there  must  be  a  lack  of  merchan- 
dise or  the  trouble  must  be  that  Qrol  holds  the  merchandise  too 
hicrh  and  that  the  English  on  the  Fresh  River,  bv  c^rresno?i  'ins?  with 
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the  Mohicans  lying  about  two  leagues  below  Fort  Orange  an  I 
through  these  in  turn  with  the  macqmas,  draw  everything-  awav 
from  us  over  land.  That  my  people  spoiled  the  fur  trade  can  not 
by  any  means  be  true;  they  may  have  outbid  and  brought  about 
the  high  prices  of  the  skins,  but  such  outbidding  does  not  divert 
the  fur  trade,  but  causes  a  greater  supply.  Now,  as  far  as  I  can 
see,  the  trouble  is  not  with  the  price  of  the  skins  but  with  the  quan- 
tity, which  is  a  great  paradox  to  me  that  I  can  not  understand; 
for  according  to  what  L  hear  Croil  has  few  skins  and  also  little 
merchandise,  which  conflicts  directly  and  diametrically  with  the 
outbidding  which  my  people  may  be  guilty  of,  for  as  a  result  of 
that  there  ought  to  have  come  more  skins  than  before.  It  may  be 
perhaps  that  Croll  has  placed  the  prices  of  skins  so  low  for  the 
magnaasls  that  it  drove  them  away  and  diverted  the  trade.  If  thai 
is  so  he  will  get  great  thanks  from  his  masters  and  have  done  the 
Company  good  service. 

The  sister  of  Gcrrit  dc  Reux  has  been  here  bothering  me  a  num- 
ber of  times.  Please  to  further  her  business  as  quickly  as  possible  ; 
even  if  it  can  not  be  brought  to  a  final  settlement  let  it  be  brought 
to  it  as  closely  as  possible. 

The  victory  at  the  Downs19  is  bloody,  but  the  victory  for  the 
Companv  in  Brazil20  has  been  miraculous.  Today  comes  the  news 
that  Admirals  lichtHart  and  houttebec-n21  accidentally  met  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fleet  and  completely  destroyed  it.  What  the  Prince 
of  Orange  will  do  in  Flanders  remains  to  be  seen,  the  commence- 
ments, etc. 

P.  S-22  Mr  Kicft.  This  is  the  true  account  of  the  purchase  of  mv 
goods,  on  which  according  to  the  ioth  article  of  the  Freedoms  I  am 
obliged  to  pay  5$  for  freight,  and  though  the  farm  implements  are 
free  I  make  it  5$  throughout,  amounting  to  £250.  The  bills  oi 
lading  cf  the  Company  are  drawn  in  the  usual  way  so  a„  not  to 
establish  a  bad  precedent  for  others,  but  I  do  not  owe  more. 

Arcnt  van  Curler  is  ordered  to  pay  to  the  honorable  director 
general  IV  ill  em  Kijcjt  in  grain  or  other  articles  the  sum  of  two 

"So  in  Letter  Book;  intended  for  Maquaas. 

19  Battle  of  the  Downs,  Oct.  _m,  16,59,  when  Trump  defeated  the  Spaniards  under 
Admiral  d'Oquehdd; 

?"  Battle  near  the  const  of  Parahiha,  Tan.  17,   1640,  in  which  the  Dutch  with 

41  vessels  under  Admiral  Witlem  Correiis*  T.nos  and  Vice  Admiral  Jacob  llny.-eu 
succeeded  in  defeating  the  Sf^riish-Portugucae  fleet  of        sail  under  Count  da  Tarre. 

21  Kornrdis  Ktdrnefl'Sz  J  >!,  nicknamed   Floutcbc.cn;  literally,  Wooden  Leg; 

—  The  following  pOStcMpts  arc  in  the  handwriting  of  Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer. 
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hundred  and  fifty  guilders  for  freight  of  the  above-mentioned 
goods,  which  with  the  receipt  to  be  sent  to  me  will  be  his  warrant 
for  payment,  this  30th  of  May  1640. 

Mr  Kijeft.  The  wind  is  beginning  to  blow,  the  skipper  left  long 
ago  and  I  fear  that  1  shall  not  have  time  to  write  to  arent  van  Cur- 
ler or  to  any  one  of  my  people.  As  I  have  not  received  letters  from 
them  either,  oblige  me  in  addition  to  so  many  other  services  for 
which  I  am  obliged  to  your  honor,  by  giving  arc /it  ran  Curler  an 
extract  from  your  honor's  letter  so  far  as  it  in  any  way  concerns 
him  and  is  to  my  advantage  and  guide  him  a  little;  I  promise  your 
honor  I  shall  not  forget  it.  Also  send  him  the  enclosed  package 
containing  nothing  but  the  invoice  of  my  goods  with  several  letters 
from  private  persons.  If  I  have  time  I  shall  still  write  to  him  and 
others.    Vale,  30  May  1640. 

The  following  papers  sent  to  Arcndt  van  Curler: 

3  extracts  from  the  negotiations  between  the  commissioners 
and  myself  and  the  approval  of  the  Assembly 

—  invoice  of  the  goods  sent  in  the  ship  den  ivatcrhont,  amount- 

ing to  15111:15 

—  list  of  the  people  who  go  over 

—  payments  to  the  said  people  and  other  items 

—  account  of  the  sale  of  the  tobacco  of  albert  and  arent 

andriesen 

Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Arent  van  Curler2'1 

May  30,  1640 

Arent  J 'an  Curler,  in  the  colon}"  of  Rensselaerswyck 

30  May  1640 

Worthy,  affectionate  cousin :  As  I  received  neither  goods  nor 
letter  from  you  by  the  lately  arrived  ship  den  Enqel  Gabriel,  I  am 
much  surprised  that  you  let  pass  the  opportunity  of  den  harinck 
because  of  talk  of  the  ship  den  Dolfyn,  which  was  to  follow  soon. 
The  k-tters  sent  by  the  ship  de  Lieffde  I  did  not  get.  as  the  ship  was 
taken  by  the  Dunkirkers,  so  that  for  the  present  I  get  neither  ac- 
count- nor  returns,  just  as  if  all  the  goods  which  T  sent  thither  were 
confiscated.    I  wrote  you  that  if  the  task  should  prove  too  heavy 

1  V.R.B.Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.i.-.d'.     On  f.  of  the  Letter  Book,  the  clerk  once 

more  wrote  the  heading  and  first  words  of  this  letter,  then  cameled  the  date,  writing 
*  s,«MiM  he  Tune  16,  1C40."  This  date  nrohahly  refers  to  the  instructions  to  van 
Curler,  which  instead  of  heing  given  in  this  place  were  copied  into  the  section  of  the 
Letter  livok.  f.   161-71.  eoutainhie  oarers  of  that  character. 
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for  you  yon  should  warn  me  in  time  anc|  you  must  not  let  any  opp  i 
trinities  go  by  in  the  hope  of  iater  ones.    You  could  also  have 
me  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  by  dc  Lieffde.    You  look  for  the  hen's 
egg  and  you  let  go  the  goose's  egg.    I  hear  that  you  spend  too 
much  time  in  the  woods,  that  ought  not  to  be;  you  must  stick  lu 
writing  and  never  again  neglect  to  copy  your  papers  and  account 
but  always  have  some  ready  to  send  when  there  is  an  opportunity. 
This  time  I  can  overlook  it  because  the  ship  den  Fin  gel  Gabriel  left 
so  soon,  but  let  no  opportunity  pass  without  sending  me  copies  of 
all  your  books  and  papers  and  accounts  of  all  the  people. 

I  have  net  time  to  reply  fully  to  yours  of  the  23d  of  August 
1639,  as  all  the  other  papers  have  gone  and  as  I  have  written  at 
great  length  to  Director  Kieft  to  instruct  you  a  little  and  to  com- 
municate to  you  the  documents  which  I  send  him.  Let  me  know 
privately  how  he  acts  toward  you.  I  have  addressed  to  you  the 
invoice  of  the  goods  which  go  over  now,  amounting  to  f 5 1 1 1 :15-  M 
I  have  time  I  shall  enclose  another  copy  of  it  herewith.  As  you  have 
now  so  much  merchandise,  try  to  buy  skins  to  the  best  advantage 
and  as  soon  as  you  have  a  reasonable  amount  send  them  down  at 
once  to  Mr  Kieft,  that  he  may  send  them  to  me  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity; however,  pack  them,  mark  them  and  store  them  well  that 
they  be  not  exchanged  and  make  every  effort  to  send  a  good  sup- 
ply of  skins  by  this  ship.  Enclosed  is  a  bill  of  lading  of  the  skipper; 
do  not  show  this  if  it  is  not  necessary  ford  have  given  Mr  Kieft  an 
order  on  you  for  ^50  to  pay  for  the  freight.  Now  if  he  should 
have  further  advice  from  the  Company  about  £617,  as  this  bill  of 
lading  shows,  give  him  only  f25o  according  to  the  Freedoms,  and 
appeal  to  me,  stating  that  if  I  owe  it  I  will  pay  it  here  to  the  Com- 
pany. I  have  made  an  agreement  with  the  Company  concerning  the 
old  accounts  and  sent  the  papers  to  Kieft,  who  will  no  doubt  hand 
them  to  you.  They  refer  to  many  matters  for  which  you  have  t<^ 
look  out,  especially  the  19th  article  of  the  Freedoms,  to  let  no  one 
leave  my  service  before  he  has  completed  his  time  and  paid  his  debt, 
for  I  reserve  that  power  to  myself;  secondly,  that  no  one  have 
charged  to  my  account  anything  gotten  from  the  Company  for  his 
own  use,  but  pay  for  it  himself.  When  they  need  anything,  let  them 
notify  you  and  you  can  then  ask  it  of  the  Company  and  distribute  it 
among  those  who  have  a  credit  balance  with  us,  but  be  careful  that 
you  lend  to  no  one  whom  we  do  not  owe  and  do  not  let  them  deceive 
you.    Keep  Jehan  barij24  with  you  when  he  has  no  carpentering  to 
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do.  You  need  not  ask  such  things  of  the  council,  fur  1  see  that 
the  council  instead  of  being  my  council  is  their  own  council.  If 
they  act  that  way  1  shall  appoint  others.  I  am  surprise  I  that  they 
dare  call  themselves  an  [indepen  !entj  community,2"  as  they  are 
altogether  my  servants  and  subjects  arid  every  one  promised  to 
subject  himself  willingly  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  which  L  had 
made  and  might  make.  If  they  rise  against  me,  they  will  ride  an 
easy  horse.  What  reason  have  maurits26  and  AriCicn21  t  1  join  the 
others?  If  they  do  not  want  to  accept  the  promotion  which  I  offer 
them,  they  may  leave  it  and  serve  me  as  many  years  and  for  such 
wages  as  I  have  engage:!  them  and  they  arc  bound  to  serve  me. 
It  seems  that  they  want  me  to  trust  them  and  that  they  do  not  want 
to  trust  me.  I  wrote  to  Mr  kicft  to  please  to  support  my  ordinance 
concerning  the  shipping  of  goods  from  the  colony  and  to  confiscate 
all  grain  and  furs  sent  by  any  one  which  are  not  entered  according  " 
to  the  aforesaid  ordinance  at  the  manliatanSj  with  reservation  of  my 
half.  I  see  that  these  insolent  people  who  hold  everything  that  they 
have  from  me  would  like  to  defy  me.  so  that  I  prefer  to  have  these 
felloes  far  off  rather  than  near  by.  J  have  also  explaine  I  to  Kicft 
the  provisional  valuation  of  the  grain  at  f6,  stating  that  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  keep  it  at  that  figure  (though  if  it  came  to  the  worst,  I 
could  claim  the  right)  but  that  this  is  done  only  provisionally  to  see 
how  they  will  treat  me.  I  want  them  to  trust  me  or  I  will  not  trust 
them  in  the  least,  and  in  case  any  one  should  be  refractory,  the  com- 
mander of  the  militia, 2S  who  now  goes  to  the  Manhatans  with  a 
good  many  sol  Hers,  lias  offered  to  assist  me  if  need  be  with  a  suffi- 
cient number  against  any  one  of  my  people  who  should  be  refrac- 
tory. I  write  this  also  to  Mr  Kycft  in  case  you  should  ask  him  for 
such  assistance.  I  do  net  wish  to  injure  any  one  but  neither  do  I 
want  to  be  injured.  I  write  to  Mr  Kicft  that,  saving  my  rights  in 
the  matter.  I  am  satisfied  to  submit  the  differences  between  me  and 
my  farmers  to  the  arbitration  of  the  director  and  council  of  New 
Xetherland.  to  show  that  I  do  not  wish  to  injure  them ;  but  if  they 
mean  to  threaten  me  by  refusing  flatly  to  accept  my  terms,  I  shall 
with  Gdd's  heh)  prevent  tin.-,  and  in  due  time  know  how  to  find  the 
bellwethers.  They  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  refuse  me  yearly  the  f  16 
of  which  1  must  pay  half.  It  would  cost  them  a  great  deal  more 
if  they  had  to  look  out  for  that  themselves.    Distribute  the  men 

2"'  vcr-x'onJcr  mij  da?  sy  tiacr  ecu  gcmcynle  derven  nocmcn. 

*"  Mauriis  J.ansz  van  BroeckiiuySen. 

**  Adriaen   Cornclisz   van  BarsingcrhorcL 

^  Ilendrick  van  Dyck. 


488 


NEW   YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 


who  go  over  now  properly  among  those  who  behave  most  honestly 
and  decently  toward  me  and  who  are  most  faithful  to  me.  You 
will  do  this  with  the  advice  of  dirrick  Coriielisscn29  and  Cornells 
Theunissen  and  no  one  else  shall  have  anything  to  say  about  it.  I 
will  teach  the  peasant  councilors  to  mutiny  against  their  lord.  You 
will  do  the  same  with  respect  to  the  distribution  of  the  supplies, 
advising  only  with  the  two  above-named  persons;  and  if  broer 
Cornells  mutinies  too  he  may  see  what  lie  can  gain  thereby,  for  if 
I  notice  that  he  encourage^  others  you  will  pa?s  him  by  and  advise 
with  pictcr  Cornelisz  only,  I  can  not  find  out  what  service  Cornells 
Theunissen  ha^  rendered  me  in  his  capacit\  of  my  representative. 
If,  because  he  is  a  farmer,  he  should  side  with  the  others,  he  would 
be  of  no  use  to  me  and  it  would  be  a  lesson  to  me  not  to  grant  any 
of  my  officers  or  commisen  any  farms,  for  instead  of  looking  out 
for  me  they  would  look  out  for  themselves.  Tell  Cornells  Theunis- 
sen to  write  me  some  time  what  he  has  done  for  me.  If  you  do  not 
know  better,  he  ought  to  know  better  than  to  let  you  be  put  off 
with  such  a  poor  answer  from  the  farmers  in  common ;  you  should 
have  asked  each  one  individually  and  one  by  one  what  his  inten- 
tions with  regard  to  the  patroon  were  and  have  asked  them  this  in 
the  presence  of  Pr.  eornclissen  and  broer  cornelisen,  or  else  have 
had  them  sign  their  answers  with  their  own  hands.  If  they  want  to 
submit  the  matter  to  the  director  and  council  of  Xew  Netherland,  I 
am  satisfied  to  do  so  for  the  present ;  the  letter  to  Kie/Tt  contains  my 
reasons. 

As  to  the  new  farmers  or  those  whose  lease  has  expired,  I  do  not 
want  to  let  any  one  have  a  farm  except  on  the  terms  of  the  permit 
to  Maurits  Jarissen30  and  of  the  contracts  of  Cornells  moesen  ami 
Synwn  walichscnzt  even  if  I  should  not  rent  a  single  one,  for  I 
do  not  want  to  be  defied  by  them  whom  I  have  made  men.  You 
will  tell  this  freely  to  every  one  individually.  The  uncle  of  Maurits 
is  here  now;  J  have  complained  to  him  that  mauritp,  who  really  has 
no  reason  to  do  so  and  who  should  favor  me  so  that  I  might  treat 
him  better,  sides  w  ith  the  others  who  are  of  no  concern  to  him. 
He  therefore  writes  him  the  enclosed  letter;  greet  him  from  me 
and  tell  him  that  I  had  not  expected  such  an  answer  from  him: 
that  every  one  will  hereafter  think  that  he  is  master  and  can-do  as 
he  pleases  is  wrong;  they  must  follow  my  instructions  and  not  I 

•I(>  Should  he  Pictcr  Corncli?/  van  Mu.nnickendam. 
10  Dated  .May   12,   -'630;  printed  011  \k  437-38. 

*l  ))ntc<!    August    15.    1636;    see   j>.    401.     These    contracts    arc  not    air.oni*   the  fflH 

Rctissclasr  Bo-uicr  Mss.    Cornells  Moesen  i>  intended  for  Cornells  Maesen. 
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theirs.  I  shall  not  do  them  any  barm  for  I  am  far  enough  from 
them  and  from  my  property. 

Crijn  cornelisseri"2  goes  over  now.  I  have  granted  him  a  farm 
on  the  above  conditions;  he  had  most  of  the  trouble  in  engaging 
the  men  and  should  be  allowed  to  pick  cut  the  best  of  them.  How- 
ever, let  him  sign  the  agreement  of  maitrit::.  as  I  have  not  time  to 
write  out  Ins  agreement.  Send  me  without  fail  some  barrels  of  the 
crystal  found  in  the  hill  of  michicl  jemsz.  Have  the  expense  of 
digging  it  noted  down,  I  can  see  then  whether  there  is  any  money 
in  it  or  not,  for  it  is  of  little  importance;  yet  if  it  is  large,  white  and 
clear,  it  is  worth  something.  But  send  me  good  and  bad  as  it  comes 
and  let  no  one  pick  out  the  best  pieces  and  hold  them  back.  It 
would  be  best  if  Michiel  did  it  himself  and  got  some  profit  from  it 
too;  I  think  he  is  one  cf  the  most  upright  farmers  in  the  colony, 
and  when  there  is  an  opportunity  I  shall  have  an  eye  to  his  advantage 
also.  He  writes  most  politely  of  all ;  let  him  do  what  is  right  and 
he  will  be  treated  well  by  me.  Ali  these  quarrels  originated  with 
Gcrrit  de  Rcux  deceased,  who  made  the  people  believe  whatever 
he  saw  fit-  J  would  write  to  him33,  and  to  others  but  the  time  has 
gone  by.  Give  pr.  Cornclisscn  my  compliments  and  tell  him  that  I 
expect  his  final  account;  I  shall  then  have  the  more  confidence  in 
him.  Let  him  make  protest  against  those  who  will  not  pay  him  the 
tithes  and  if  they  will  not  pay  them  from  what  belongs  to  us  in 
common,  let  them  pay  them  provisionally  from  my  share,  for  I 
desire  by  all  means  to  have  the  right  of  the  tithes  for  the  future 
support  of  religion,  the  officers  and  other  charges  of  the  colony. 
Tt  i<  childish  to  think  of  a  minister  going  from  here  to  be  paid  by 
the  inhabitants  individually.  He,  who  is  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ, 
would  then  have  to  become  a  servant  of  the  people,  and  when  it 
came  into  the  farmers'  heads  they  would  give  nothing  at  all.  Truly 
such  ministers  can  not  be  found;.3*  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  a  crnod  plan  if  Cryn  coniclisscn  established  a  farm  on  the  West 
Island  where  brant  pcclcn  lives,  as  I  am  quite  determined  that  there 
shall  be  two  farms  on  that  island,  one  to  be  called  Rc>-sscuicrs 
burghtc  and  the  other  Welys  burgh. 

12  See  note  on  p.  438. 

B  To  Michiel  Jans/. 

**  Sec  note  to  next  document. 
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Order  of  Wouter  van  Twiller  to  Aert  Willemsz35 

May  30,  1640 

Acrt  Willemsscn,  foreman 

On  receipt  of  this,  deliver  from  among  the  animals  which  are  on 
my  farm  and  in  your  keeping  to  Cryn  cornelissen  van  houten,  for 
the  account  of  the  colony  called  Rensselaerswyck,  two  milch  cows, 
now  three  years  old,  to  be  drawn  by  lot  from  the  three  which  are 
on  the  farm,  also  two  heifer  calves  born  this  year;  and  although"  this 
memorandum  contradicts  my  letter,  you  are  to  comply  with  this  last 
order  and  do  right.  Done  at  Amsterdam,  this  thirtieth  of  May 
1640. 

Instructions  to  Arent  van  Curler  as  secretary  and  bookkeeper 
of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck315 

June  16,  1640 

Arundtt  Van  Curler,  secretary  and  bookkeeper  of  the  colony  of 
Rensselaerswyck,  is  hereby  provisionally  and  till  further  orders 
authorized,  with  the  advice  of  picter  Cornelissen  van  mumwkendam, 
receiver  of  tithes  and  supercargo  of  the  vessel,  and  also  with  the 
advice  of  Cornells  Thcunisscn  van  Brcuckelcn,  provided  he  uncon- 
ditionally accepts  and  consents  to  further  this  matter,  and  if  he  is 
not  willing  to  do  so  then  in  his  place  mauris  jansen  van  Broeck- 
huysen,  and  on  his  refusal  Brandt  pelcn  vander  nykerck,  and  if  he 
also  objects  Cornells  mas  en  van  Buyrmalsen,  and  on  his  refusal 
miehiel  jansz  van  Selirabbekereke,  and  if  they  all  refuse  with  pie- 
ter  Cornelisse)!  alone,  subject  to  ratification  by  the  patroon,  to  pro- 
vide other  farmers  for  the  farms  on  which  the  farmers  refuse 
to  accept  without  change  the  conditions  of  man  r  its  jansen  van 
Broeckhuyscn.  The  patroon  exempts  herefrom,  however,  the  two 
oldest  farmers,  namely  Brandt  pel  en  and  Cornell's  Thcunisen  afore- 
said, not  because  he  grants  their  argument,  but  taking  that  for 

36  V.  R.  /O /.*.«,  Le*ier  Book,  f.i66b.  Meivrioned  in  letter  of  Kiliaen  van'  Reussc'.acr 
to  Arcnt  van  Curler,  July  2,  1.640 ;  see  p.  513.  At  the  top  of  i".  1-6  of  the  Letter  Book, 
after  the  word's  "  such  ministers  can  not  be  found,"  of  the  preceding  letter  to  van  Curler, 
were   written,    au<i   then   canceled,   the    following:     "  Acrt   wallenessen,    foreman.  On 

receipt  of  this,  deliver    from   among   the  animals   which   are  on   my  ."     It   is  clear 

that  when  the  clerk  found  himself  copying  tins  order  among  the  letters  he  stopped 
abruptly  and  turned  to  the  section  of  the  Letter  Hook,  f .  1 6 3  1 ,  containing  orders  and 
similar   papers.     The   form  of  the  name  seems  to  be  a  mere  copyist's  error. 

**  V.  K.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Booh,  f.  16.6b. 
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what  it  is  worth,  mainly  because  at  the  time  when  they  took  posses- 
sion of  their  farms,  they  had  not  yet  signed  the  pledge  to  submit 
themselves  freely  and  to  obey  his  laws  and  ordinances;  this  exemp- 
tion to  last  till  the  expiration  of  their  first  lea^e,  and  no  longer.  As 
to  the  farmers  who  followed  later,  since  the  patroon  noticed  that 
Gcrrct  dc  rcux,  deceased,  took  the  liberty  to  construe  the  contract 
made  with  his  master  to  his  own  advantage  by  strictly  adhering  to 
the  letter  of  the  text  in  which  by  mistake  a  word  had  been  left  out, 
by  changing  dates  and  by  passing  by  and  rejecting  other  clauses 
by  which  he  was  strictly  bound,  the  patroon  wishing  to  prevent 
such  things  in  the  future,  ordered  his  officer  Jacob  planck  on  the 
one  hand  to  inform  him  of  the  impertinences  of  the  said  dc  reus 
and  on  the  other  hand,  in  order  to  avoid  all  contradictions,  ex- 
ceptions and  obscurities,  to  be  strict  in  obliging  all  future  farmers 
to  submit  themselves  to  his  rides  and  ordinances  and  to  obey  him 
as  their  said  lord  and  master,  which  [obligation]  began  with  the 
arrival  of  Cornells  maesen  and  Symon  walichs  agreeable  to  their 
contracts  dated  the  15th  of  August  1630  in  Amsterdam  and  has 
continued  thus  till  recently.  In  order  not  to  have  his  rights  dis- 
puted, the  patroon  at  present  and  for  the  future  intends  to  accept 
no  one  for  his  colony  except  upon  said  pledge.  Meanwhile  noticing 
that  several  people  seek,  not  the  patroon's  advantage  but  their  own, 
he  has  been  oblige:!  further  to  declare  his  honest  and  sincere  inten- 
tion regarding  those  who  will  serve  faithfully- and  ju.-tly  as  appears 
by  the  permit  to  maurits  jcuis^  an  1  adriaen  Comclisscn  aforesaid 
tinder  date  of  the  12th  of  May  1639.  bully  trusting  that  at  least 
those  whu  had  made  all  their  profits  on,  from  and  by  means  of  his 
goods  would  have  helped  him  in  his  goo  1  intentions  and  conducted 
themselves  mo.-t  prpperly,  he  has  learned  0:1  the  contrary  that,  not- 
withstanding the  farmer-  are  nut  on  an  equal  basis  with  one  another 
but  are  divided  into  three  group-,  namely  those  who  came  first,  those 
who  came  later  and  those  who  came  last,  they  have  nevertheless  all 
together  like  one  man  plotted  against  their  lord  an  i  master,  just 
as  if  the  patroon  had  a-ke  1  of  them  something  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  refuse  if  they  saw  fit,  styling  themselves  an  [independent] 
communitv"7  and  even  offering  to  find  means  of  their  own  choice 
for  the  support  of  religion  an  1  the  payment  of  the  ministers.  .And 
although  tiie  patroon  would  gladly  excuse  their  ignorance  in  this 
matter  he  can  not  help  but  resent  an  I  keenly  feel  it.  as  such  pre- 
tension* and  rejections  of  the  ordinances  of  their  lord  and  master, 

*  i-ncr  qualti  catenae  «.v/u*  gemeenfe  tc  syn. 
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especially  as  to  his  right  to  the  tithes,  are  of  such  consequence  that 
in  course  of  time  he  might  be  deprived,  not  only  of  his  revenue 
and  his  right  of  jurisdiction,  but  finally  even  of  his  entire  colony, 
his  own  grounds  and  lands,  in  the  way  and  by  such  farmers  as  are 
spoken  of  in  the  gospel  of  Matthew  21  133—39,  who  must  also  ex- 
pect the  consequences  set  forth  in  verses  40  and  41.    Wishing  now 
to  make  timely  provision  in  regard  to  these  matters,  the  patroon 
authorizes  the  aforesaid  arundt  van  Carter  and  pic  iter  Comelissen 
aforesaid  to  categorically  ask  the  aforesaid  Brandt  Peelen  and 
Cornells  Theunissen  separately,  first  one  and  then  the  other,  first 
what  their  intentions  are  with  regard  to  the  first  term  of  their 
lease;  secondly,  whether  they  are  willing  at  the  expiration  of  the 
said  lease  to  ask  the  patroon  for  [a  renewal  on]  the  aforesaid 
conditions  of  maurits  jansz  just  as  they  are ;  and  in  case  they  refuse 
to  do  the  latter,  to  cancel  their  lease  immediately  on  the  expiration 
of  the  first  term,  on  the  first  of  January  next.    But  in  case  Cor- 
nells Theunissen  agrees  to  do  so,  he  shall  with  pietcr  Comelissen 
and  arundt  aforesaid  be  the  third  man  to  put  this  commission  into 
effect  with  regard  to  the  evil-doers  ;  if  not,  such  persons  as  were 
mentioned  in  the  beginning.    Thereafter  they  shall  ask  each  one,, 
man  by  man,  namely,  Cornells  masen,  Symon  walichs,  michiels 
jansz  and  Cornells  dirc.vsen  van  vechten,  whether  or  not  they  are 
willing  to  accept  the  conditions  of  maurits  as  aforesaid,  the  patroon 
granting,  however,  that  as  these  farms  were  only  recently  estab- 
lished they  shall  be  free  from  paying  tithes  for  the  years  1640, 
1641  and  1^42,  each  answer  to  be  put  in  writing  and  sent  to  the 
patroon.    Finally,  they  shall  ask  maurits  jansz  and  adriaen  Cor- 
nelissen  whether  or  no  they  are  willing  to  accept  the  conditions  as 
they  are  now  ('provided  that  mounts  shall  be  free  from  paying 
tithes  for  the  years  1640  and  1641,  as  his  farm  is  somewhat  lack- 
ing in  equipment  and  adriaen  Comelissen  also  for  the  year  1642, 
since  Cryn  Cornclissen  van  houten,  who  now  goes  over,  has  already 
accepted  the  conditions  over  his  signature,  provided  he  also  shall 
be  exempted  from  the  tithes  for  three  years,  till  the  year  1643  in- 
clusive) ;  and  if  maurits  or  adriaen  are  at  all  unwilling,  expressly 
tell  them  in  the  name  of  their  patroon  that  they  shall  not  have  liberty 
to  leave  but  must  serve  him  for  the  remaining  years  of  their  con- 
tract as  farm  hands  on  such  farms  as  arundt  aforesaid  and  his  ad- 
juncts shall  assign  to  each  of  them,  and  this  upon  such  pains  and 
fines  as  they  have  freely  submitted  themselves  to  by  their  signature. 
Now  as  to  those  who  freelv  submit  themselves  to  the  rule  of  the 
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patroon  or  his  commissioners,  the  patroon  not  only  promises  to 
overlook  their  faults  and  ignorance  but  to  grant  them  upon  their 
request  such  privileges  as  reasonable  subjects  might  properly  de- 
mand of  their  lord  and  master,  always  reserving  his  right  of  high 
jurisdiction,  which  will  teach  them  that  they  can  not  have  any 
rights,  much  less  call  themselves  an  [independent]  community33 
without  his  consent.  If  they  desire  any  privileges,  let  them  very 
discreetly  ask  them  of  their  patroon,  for  it  they  fancy  themselves 
too  important  they  may  commit  a  great  crime  which  wdl  then  hurt 
the  bellwethers  most.  All  those  who  are  willing  to  accept  the 
conditions  shall  have  contracts  similar  to  that  of  maarils  jansz  re- 
corded and  sign  the  record,  the  names  of  those  who  arc  unwilling 
to  be  noted  down  and  sent  hither.  And  in  case  any  farms  should  be 
deprived  of  farmers  the  following  order  shall  be  observed.  If  it 
is  the  farm  of  maurits  j onsen  or  [that  of]  adriaen  Comelissen,  it 
shall  be  publicly  leased  or  rented  for  three  years  to  the  highest 
bidder  for  a  certain  sum  of  free  money,3i)  the  tithes,  preemption  of 
grain  and  of  the  animals  and  16  guilders  per  year  for  each  farm 
hand  to  be  at  the  charge  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  lessee,  but  the 
increase  of  the  animals  as  usual  one  half  for  the  patroon  and  one 
half  for  the  lessee,  oats  and  wheat  to  be  bought  at  the  price  of  eight 
guilders  a  mudde,  [the  lease  to]  commence  the  first  of  January 
next,  all  upon  condition  that  the  lessees  may  be  no  other  than  free- 
men who  have  a  knowledge  of  farming  and  who  give  sufficient 
surety  for  the  payment  of  the  rent  and  the  return  of  everything  ar. 
the  expiration  of  the  three  years  in  the  same  condition  as  they  found 
it.  If  after  the  expiration  of  the  lease  of  Brandt  peclen,  his  farm 
called  renssehiers  burch  should  be  without  a  farmer,  instead  of 
engaging  a  farmer,  arundt  van  Curler  shall  take  this  farm  for  him- 
self For  three  years  on  the  conditions  of  maurits  jansz  and  shall 
keep  a  good  foreman  thereon  at  his  own  expense.  Picter  Come- 
iisscn  mnv  do  the  same  with  the  farm  of  Cornells  Theunissen,  if 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  first  term  of  his  lease  he  does  not  ask 
and  obtain  from  his  patroon  [a  renewal  on]  the  conditions  of  mau- 
rits fitnss.  And  as  it  seems  that  submission  to  the  right  of  collect- 
in--  tithes  is  ore  of  the  principal  objections  of  the  farmers,  though 
tlie  patroon  is  net  hotfnd  to  give  his  subjects  and  servants  any 
reason!  therefor,  lie  will  nevertheless  indulge  their  weakness  and  say 
that  the  said  right  is  the  most  just,  the  ol  lest  and  the  means  ap- 

77  Specie  ere  So  m  me  g'eits  zrygelt. 
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pointed  by  the  Lord  God  himself,  from  which  also  the  greatest 
blessing  and  protection  against  loss  of  everything,  whether  animals, 
fruits,  crops  or  anything  else,  may  be  expected;  that  it  is  used  in  all 
Christendom  and  from  it  no  lands  are  free  (aside  from  those  of  the 
popish  clergy)  but  those  [whose  owners]  have  transferred  this  charge 
from  one  piece  of  land  to  another,  redeemed  it  or  bought  it  off ; 
also,  that  the  freemen  who  went  to  the  colony  in  the  year  1639  and 
those  who  go  thither  now  in  1640,  have  considered  it  fair  and  just 
and  freely' submitted  diemselves  to  it,  while  at  present  it  differs 
in  effect  little  or  not  at  all  from  the  offers  which  some  seem  to  make 
for  the  furtherance  of  religion  unless  their  object  be  to  become 
themselves  paymasters  of  the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  re- 
ceive credit  in  proportion  to  their  gifts.  Some  may  also  think  that 
these  tithes  might  in  time  amount  to  a  great  deal;  this  concerns  the 
owner  but  not  those  who  rent  his  land  for  a  certain  number  of 
years  unless  they  cast  envious  eyes  on  the  property  of  the  patroon 
and  his  copartners.  Such  property  can  not  be  obtained  by  lease  but 
by  cession  and  sale  .  the  patroon,  however,  is  not  averse  to  selling 
in  course  of  time  a  few  farms  in  perpetuity  to  those  who  shall  be 
inclined  and  have  means  to  take  them  and  in  this  way  gradually- 
to  form  an  [independent]  community:40  for  tenants  can  not  form  a 
community  apart  from  their  landlord.  It  is  also  an  obligation 
imposed  upon  the  patroon s  by  the,  27th  article  of  the  Freedoms 
to  endeavor  to  find  means  for  the  promotion  of  the  service  of  God, 
so  that  by  virtue  of  the  said  article,  even  if  the  land  were  owned  by 
the  farmers,  the  patroon  would  have  the  right  and  the  power  to 
introduce  the  levying  of  tithes  for  this  purpose.  How  shamefully 
those  persons  act  who  oppose  die  patroon  because  by  the  conditions 
of  the  contracts  and  leases  he  provisionally  charges  his  own  land 
with  this  in  order  to  save  his  inhabitants  personally,  bearing  him- 
self one  halt  of  the  expense.  On  the  contrary,  those  who  have  a 
sound  judgment  and  who  do  not  let  themselves  be  stirred  up  will 
find  great  cause  for  gratitude  that  the  patroon  at  his  own  expense 
seeks  to  promote  the  service  of  .God.  And  in  order  that  no  one 
may  think  but  that  what  i>  aforewrittcn  is  the  patroon's  entire  will, 
intention  and  meaning,  he  has  besides  his  signature  confirmed  this 
with  his  own  seal  and  that  of  the  colony  and  ordered  the  secretary 
to  enter  the  same  upon  the  records.  Done  at  Amsterdam  thi- 
sixteenth  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  sixtee.i 
hundred  and  forty.  Was  signed:  kiliaen  van  rcnssclacr,  patroon  of 
the  colony  of  Rensselae r s w y ck. 


*°  ecne  gemeynttf  ofrechteH, 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Cornells  Teunisz  van  Breuckelem11 

June  25,  1640 

Cornells  Teunissen  Van  Brenckclen,  fanner  in  the  colony  of  Rens- 
selaerswyck 

This  25th  of  June  1640,  in  Amsterdam 
I  have  not  received  airy  letter  from  yon  for  a  long  time,  more 
particularly  not  since  I  sent  you  the  commission  as  representative 
of  the  patroon  and  the  participants,  nor  can  I  find  that  you  have 
done  me  in  that  connection  any  service  in  defending  my  rights 
against  the  unwilling  farmers  or  advanced  my  interests  in  other 
ways,  for  instead  of  defending  my  rights  —  hut  he  that  as  it  may, 
it  will  show  itself  and  I  shall  soon  find  out  whether  the  farmers 
are  my  master  or  whether  I  am  their  master.  I  have  signed  com- 
missions for  my  cousin  «  areni  ran  Corler  and  pieter  Cornelisscn 
and  also  for  you  if  you  will  defend  my  rights;  if  not,  some  one 
else  must  do  it.  Yon  can  read  the  commission  and  then  make 
your  statement.  I  hear  and  see  by  the  letters  of  most  of  the  farmers 
that  they  ohject  greatly  to  the  conditions  of  Mauris  Jansen.  Who 
does  not  want  to  accept  them  as  they  are,  need  not.  I  can  easily 
find  masters  enough  if  1  can  get  servants  enough,  even  if  I  have 
to  send  them  from  here.  I  am  no  child  ami  know  very  well  what 
profit  the  farmers  can  make,  hut  if  they  think  that  they  can  become 
rich  in  a  few  years,  they  will  find  themselves  mistaken.  I,  who 
have  paid  all  the  expenses  and  still  daily  pay  them,  must  have  the 
better  parr.  I  shall  not  dispute  with  you  long,  the  four  years  of 
your  lease  will  end  on  the  first  of  January  1641.  If  you  please  to 
accept  the  conditions  of  Mauris  as  they  are,  in  God's  name  I  shall 
extend  your  lease  on  these  conditions  for  six  or  for  four  year^ 
at  your  choice,  provided  that  you  maintain  my  rignts  against  others 
who  are  unwilling,  for  which  I  shall  compensate  you  so  honestly 
that  you  will  have  reason  to  thank  me.  And  if  you  faithfully 
accept  10  do  this  according  to  my  commission  let  me  know  how  much 
extra  I  should  pay  yon  yearly  for  this  office  and  if  you  serve  me 
well  1  shall  in  the  future  also  see  that  you  get  promoted.  You 
should  first  find  out  also  who  is  most  faithful  toward  me.  I  am 
far  from  my  property  and  must  therefore  pay  close  attention  so  as 
to  prevent  losses.  The  farmers  are  keen  in  noticing  that  in  writing 
the  contract  of  Gerrit  de  mux,  I  omitted  to  mention  the  preemption 
of  the  grain.    1  wrote  at  length  to  Jacob  planch  in  the  years  1635 

*'  V.  R.  B.  Uss,  telter  Book,  f.126. 
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and  1636,  that  he  must  notify  gerrit  de  reax  of  it  and  I  also  spoke 
about  it  to  coniclis  mascn  and  Symon  VValings  here  at  Amsterdam, 
and  as  to  yourself,  I  engaged  you  in  my  service  at  a  yearly  salary 
and  also  paid  you  1*30  extra  allowance,  which  the  farmers  do  not  get 
and  in  addition  have  to  pay  their  own  passage,  and  when  you  said 
that  your  goods  had  been  taken,  I  paid  you  f3o  more  as  an  advance ; 
and  further  paid  your  board  during  the  passage  to  the  Company  and 
instead  of  serving  me  so  many  years  you  have  tried  to  establish  a 
farm,  promising  me  and  making  me  believe  by  your  letter  of  June 
26,  1636,  that  the  house  would  be  finished  much  sooner  than  others 
and  at  half  the  expense.  Now  what  the  truth  of  this  matter  is  you 
know  best  yourself,  aside  from  the  fact  that  the  first  house  burnt 
down  and  that  the  next  one  was  erected  not  by  you  but  by  others 
at  an  excessive  cost  to  me,  as  I  wrote  to  Jacob  planck.  They 
know  how  to  lay  great  stress  on  the  words  of  gerrit  de  reus  but 
my  own  words  are  not  even  taken  into  consideration  and  what 
you  and  others  have  promised  me  is  kept  only  as  the  wind  which 
blows  past.  What  became  in  1636  of  your  25  or  30  morgens  of 
summer  and  winter  grain  which  you  promised  me  and  what  has 
become  of  the  servant  whom  your  brother  would  bring  with  him? 
Is  it  not  true,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  the  year  163S  you  had  but 
13  morgens  of  winter  grain  and  3  morgens  of  summer  grain  ? 
From  the  account  of  grain  delivered  it  is  shown  how  much  was 
furnished  by  your  farm  but  not  at  what  great  and  excessive  expense 
it  was  reerected.  Where  do  you  find  in  the  contract  which  I  made 
with  gerrit  de  rev.::  that  the  lease  of  his  land,  will  begin  in  May? 
It  is  true  the  lease  of  the  house  expires  in  May  but  the  use  of  the 
land  ceases  on  the  first  of  January.4-  In  all  these  ways  they  try  to 
deceive  and  cheat  me  and  then  they  dare  to  refer  to  the  contract  of 
gerrit  de  reus.  Who  gave  you  and  others  orders  to  appraise  the 
grain  on  the  held  in  June  1638  at  t'75  a  morgen,  chargeable  to  my 
account?  You  should  have  seen  to  it  that  the  morgen  produced 
fioo,  and  what  has  become  of  the  grain?  I  see  people  are  only 
seeking  commissions  and.  when  they  have  them,  they  do  not  even 
think  of  their  master.  [  write  this  somewhat  fully  because  it 
grieves  me  to  see  that  tfiose  who  should  in  every  way  further  Ins 
interests  become  at  once  arrogant  and  selfish.  If  you  want  to  do 
me  a  favor,  assist  my  cousin  areni  van  corler  and  seek  to  observe 
[your  dutv  under]  my  commission  as  much  as  possible  and  give 
me  a  reliable  answer  so  that  I  may  know  how  to  govern  myself  and 
how  far  \  ran  depend  upon  you. 

*'  mocr  hit  htni       J.*;i  baxiw  gnct  pwo  Januarij  uijt. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Pieter  Cornelisz  van  Munnickendam4::; 

June  2 $}  16  to 

Pietler  Cornells  en  van  M  unniakendam,  in  the  colony  of  Rens- 
selaerswyck 

The  25th  of  June  1640 
I  have  received  yours  of  the  25th  of  August  1639,  which  on 
account  of  the  hasty  departure  of  den  waterhondt  I  could  not 
answer,  and  what  is  more,  all  my  other  letters  came  too  late,  not- 
withstanding I  handed  them  to  the  president  of  the  Company; 
theirs,  however,  did  not  come  too  late.  I  rejoice  to  learn  that  the 
sawmill  is  working  and,  from  oral  accounts  of  others,  that  the 
grist-mill  is  also  completed.  There  remains  therefore  only  for  you 
to  send  me  a  correct  account,  having  the  same  examined  and 
entered  there  by  my  cousin  arent  van  corler  as  bookkeeper  of  the 
colony,  to  whom  I  have  sent  a  commission  which  he  is  to  execute 
with  your  advice  and  assistance  and  that  of  come  lis  teunissen  van 
bteuckelen.  However,  as  1  am  not  sufficiently  sure  of  Cornells 
teunissen  because  he  is  himself  a  farmer,  and  may  perhaps  act  con- 
trary to  my  orders  instead  of  bringing  others  to  reason,44  I  have 
framed  the  said  commission  as  you  may  see  for  yourself.  It  is 
necessary  that  arcnt  make  a  copy  of  it  for  you,  for  I  fully  intend  to 
reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  the  tithes  and  the  shipment  of  the 
gram,  even  if  I  have  to  provide  other  masters  for  the  farms,  if 
they  stir  one  another  up  there,  or  have  them  worked  by  faithful 
foremen,  as  rutgert  hendrichsen  has  been,  who  has  brought  me 
the  greatest  profit;  but  after  the  arrival  of  gerrit  dc  reiix,  who  is 
the  sole  cause  of  this  ill-will,  things  took  quite  a  different  turn, 
h  is  surprising  that  people  who  could  get  along  so  well  should  be 
so  avaricious  that  they  show  themselves  in  every  way  rebellious 
and  disobedient  to  their  master  who  has  provided  them  with  every; 
thing  at  Ins  expense.  They  may  do  as  they  please;  some  of  them 
will  hud  out  how  well  it  is  for  them  to  continue  therein.  The  Com- 
pany has  sent  a  letter  to  their  director  stating  that  no  one  may 
have  the  colony"  without  my  express  will  and  consent  thereto  :  f 
have  sent  a  copv  of  it  to  arcnt  van  Carter.  The  cornmahder45  of 
die  militia  who  sails  in  den  vaterhoudt  promised  to  assist  me  with 

*  V.R.D.  Msj.  Letter  Book,  f.*26b. 

f  <  n  misscfrfen  am  andrcn  tct  redenen  tc  pcrsmidcrcn  descke  tegc>\  my  strijt. 
Ilt-.Klmk   van  Dyck. 
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soldiers  if  any  one  of  ray  people  should  become  rebellions  or  tur- 
bulent, but  Director  kieft  must  always  be  consulted  in  the  matter, 
as  I  wrote  Him.  I  shall  not  give  them  any  cause,  but  those  who 
urge  and  press  me  to  it  will  soon  find  out,  if  not  the  first  time 
then  the  next.  1  shall  have  patience  but  I  want  to  remain  master, 
even  if  I  have  to  request  the  strong  arm  of  the  High  and  Mighty 
States  General  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  will  not  refuse  me 
the  same  against  these  who  oppose  me  and  refuse  to  obey  my 
orders,  which  they  promised  to  do  over  their  signatures. 

Now  as  to  [the  execution  of]  your  provisional  commission,  as 
the  lease  of  brant  pelen  expires  next  January  and  also  that  of 
■Cornells  teyunisscn,  these  farmers  must  leave  or  pay  tithes  to  you 
[beginning  with]  the  year  1641,  in  conformity  with  the  commission 
given  to  erani4*  and  yourself.  The  farm  of  mauris  J  arisen  must 
pay  the  tithes  [beginning  with]  the  year  1642.  Cornells  mac  sen 
and  Symon  -woliclis  ought  also  to  pay  in  the  year  1642,  but  as  they 
suffered  some  loss  last  year  they  shall  with  the  rest  pay  tithes  [be- 
ginning with]  the  year  1642  ;4T  protest  must  be  made  against  those 
who  pay  too  little  and  the  protest  sent  to  me  that  I  may  take  the 
necessary  measures.  As  to  the  commission  concerning  the  vessel,4, 
I  desire  that  everything  shall  be  entered  according  to  my  orders 
and  who  neglects  to  do  so  must  expect  confiscation  by  me  as  well 
as  by  the  director  and  the  fiscal  at  the  manhatans,  whom  I  have 
provisionally  authorized  to  do  so  till  further  order.  I  am  far  from 
my  property  and  must  look  sharply  to  prevent  loss.  As  to  [my j 
paying  [you]  in  that  country,  I  do  not  know  what  you  mean,  for 
there  is  no  money,  so  that  it  would  have  to  be  in  furs  or  merchan- 
dise or  in  grain,  but  if  you  sell  the  boards  to  others  you  could  for 
your  half  take  such  payment  at  the  rate  charged  for  boards  which 
you  furnished  for  my  farmhouses.  Docs  this  [demand]  become 
less,  a  plan  might  be  adopted  for  selling  the  boards  for  our  mutual 
profit  at  the  manhatans,  to  the  English  or  wherever  else  mey  are 
wanted  most.  Deal  properly  with  me  and  I  shall  do  as  much  for 
you.  Therefore,  assist  my  cousin  arent  van  Corler;  it  will  in  the 
end  do  .you  no  harm;  meanwhile  I  expect  your  accounts  and  the 
report  of  your  doings. 

4!l  Arent  van"  Curler.  * 

«"Thi?  should  probably  be  1643. 

4K  wot  acngdet  Ji  commissi?  vent  vacr  tuygh. 
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Kiliaen  van  Rensselaer  to  Micbiel  Jansz  van  Scrabbekercke49 

June  25,  1640 

Michiel  Jansen  van  Scrabbekercke^  in  the  colony  of  Rensselaers- 
wyck 

The  25th  of  June  1640 
I  have  received  your  letter  and  can  hardly  understand  or  read 
what  you  mean.  I  see  only  that  you  seek  to  make  a  definite  lease 
at  a  fixed  sum  a  year,  but  I  can  not  make  any  change  till  I  have 
arrived  at  a  definite  understanding  with  the  other  farmers.  I  can 
not  conceive  what  they  intend  to  do  and  why  they  should  be  so 
foolish  as  to  stir  one  another  up  [to  insubordination],  as  you  may 
see  by  the  commission51  to  arcnt  ran  Corlcr,  in  which  I  also  men- 
tioned you.  Because  you  came  last  I  have  given  you  this  farm,  but 
do  right,  be  honest  and  do  not  let  them  stir  yon  up ;  I  shall  re- 
member you  in  such  way  that  you  will  get  along  well.  The  1*400 
a  year  do  not  come  near  [the  real  rental  value;  at  that  rate]  I 
should  lose  my  whole  i  investment  in  the  J  country.  You  know 
what  the  horses,  cattle,  houses,  barns  and  hay  harracks  cost  and 
what  trouble  I  have  in  having  good  servants  hunted  up.  Keep  on 
the  side  of  my  cousin  arcut  van  Corlcr.  You  will  oblige  me  by 
doing  right  and  he  will  in  the  future  also  remember  you  and  pro- 
vide you  before  others  with  good  servants  and  other  necessaries. 
I  can  not  understand  what  sort  of  people  I  have  in  the  colony. 
The  four  of  them  have  appraised  the  estate  of  gerrit  de  rcux,  to 
my  displeasure,  as  follows:  31  morgens  of  winter  grain  at  £75  the 
morgeii,  amounting  to  f.2325,  also  7  morgens  of  summer  grain  at 
f"30,  amounting  to  £210,  besides  what  may  he  expected  in  the  way 
of  butter  and  cows  and  from  the  fattening  of  hogs  and  the  increase 
of  the  animals  and  what  was  still  on  the  field  and  had  to  run  die 
risk  of  reaping  and  bear  the  expenses  of  binding  and  bringing 
home.    Truly,  they  have  fully  opened  my  eyes  as  to  what  such  a 

*»  V.  K.  B.  Mss,  Letter  Book,  f.ia^bi 

50  Erroneously  given  by  O'Callaghan,  History  of  New  Ncthcrland,  1:436.  as  Michiel 
Jansen  -  in  Brocchhuvsen.  Michiel  Tan  -?:  came  over  with  his  wife  and  two  servants 
on  jlC{  Wapen  ?*&«  Nowwcgcn,  in  163S,  and  from  .'640  to  1646  leased  from  the  patr.don 
the  farm  called  de  Ho&gcberch.  In  1646  he  moved  to  New  Amsterdam,  where  he 
attained  prominence  as  one  ot  the  Nine  Men.  TVc.  14,  1646.  his  a^e  is  given  a.-, 
36  years.  5:ee  Macnizclt  Boeck,  1638-44,  f.6  and  Gcrechts  Rolic,  164S-5?,  f.ioh,  an'-ong 
the  Rensseiftcrsxvyck  Mss,  and  AT.  V.  Co!.  Mss,  1:34,  2:154.  Scraibbekercke  is  a  eolith 
craial  form  of  the  name  of  the  village  of  *s  Hcer-Ahtskcrkc,  on  the  island  of  Ziiid* 
e' .vol,  ;n  the  r  rovincc  of  Zeelaud. 

•*  commissie;  probably  referring  to  the  instructions  of  Tune  16,  1640;  see  p.  400-94. 


5  2  I  9 


